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Festive Fireworks 
This fabulous festive firework photo was taken by Allan Hartley at                     
Bentham’s annual bonfire and firework show on 29th October. We hope to 
bring you phenomenal photos of our new Christmas lights in January’s BN. 
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Bentham Bonfire 2016 
By Anna Miller, Lewis Yuill, Susie Byrne and Marie St Pierre. 

Thank you to all those 
who joined us for this 
year’s Bonfire and Fire-
work show. We really 
hope you enjoyed the 
evening and we are 
pleased to report that yet 
again a record number of 
people attended. 

This article is the com-
mittee’s opportunity to 
thank the many people 
who contribute to the 
event - we are grateful to 

everyone who gives 
up their time to help 
us. First, we wish to 
thank Bentham & 
District Farmers Auc-
tion Mart, without 
the use of their site it 
would not be possi-
ble to put on the          
display and we are 
grateful for their          
continued support. 
We also wish to 
thank all those who 
marshalled the event 
and sold tickets: Sue 

Halsall, Sarah Pettifer, Brian 
Hewitt, Adrian Leigh, Tim 
and Kath Stannard, Wally, 
Ricky Hodgson, Banger, 
Gaz, Lisa Guy, Mike Barron, 
Ali Guy, Caroline Ellershaw 
and  Joy Flanagan.  

A further thank you to:          
Linda McDonald, Paul, Sid 
and John Metcalfe for               
running our stalls, Iain            
Henshaw (www.s1b.com) 
for providing our speech 
and lighting; Sam Parkinson 
for the speaker; Thalie Yuill, 
Dan Whitlam, Ella Neill, 

  47  

 

High Bentham Primary School Attend Remembrance Day Service 

On Friday 11th November 

Fancy A Flyer? 
We distribute over 2,000 copies of Bentham News each month.  

Flyers are inserted in Bentham News and hand delivered to  

Bentham residents for  impact advertising.  

We also deliver copies to central points in adjoining villages and towns. 

A5 or folded A4 flyer inserts.  £150 commercial or £75 charity 

Emailads@thebenthamnews.co.uk (or call 015242 61515) 

Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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Bentham News Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £15 local—£21 non local One eighth page colour £20 local—£26 non local 

One quarter page £30 local—£42 non local One quarter page colour £40 local —£50 non local 

One half page £70 local—£90 non local  One half page colour £90 local—£110 non local 

Inserts £150 commercial—£75 charity          

People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 

Send to ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk  

info@thebenthamnews.co.uk for copy or call 015242 61515 

Bentham  
Pantomime 
By Sue Halsall tel: 015242 62083 

The Bentham Panto (22-25 
February 2017) will be 
Dick Whittington and his 
Cat, the story of a poor young man who 
goes to Bentham to seek his fortune because 
he has heard that the streets are paved with 
gold. He is sadly disappointed and finds 
instead that the place is over run with rats 
and this is where his cat comes in, for it is he 
that has the brains and cunning to make 
their fortune. There are baddies and  good-
ies but will it all turn out well in the end? 
"Oh yes it will" I hear you cry. 

We are all really excited about this show. 
Auditions have taken place with lots of new 
faces and offers of help backstage, making 
props as well as acting. Rehearsals have 
started and are every Sunday afternoon and  
Wednesday evening in the Methodist 
Church Rooms, (though the younger             
children will not be needed until after 
Christmas so there is still time to sign up). 
Actors learn their lines over the holidays 
and rehearsals start again on Jan 4th.               
Further updates in the New Year! 
Hornby Flower Club 8th Dec. 7.30-9.30pm. 

'Presents with a Wow' from Anne Morgan 
who is a highly skilled NAFAS regional de-
monstrator –with much experience to share! 

Hornby Singing groups—6th/13th Dec on-
ly due to Christmas. Evening group meets on 
the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month, 7-9pm. 
Afternoon 2nd/4th Tuesdays 1.30pm -3.30pm. 

For further information ring Pat Seber 015242 
21449. Both cost £4.00 including refreshments. 

Little Stars Baby & 
Toddler Group 
By Ruth Green 

A Super Spooky Halloween party was held 
on Friday 21st October, some scary                  
costumes were worn by the children and 
mums also. A Big thank you to Lisa for face 
painting. 

On Friday 16th December from 9.30am 
until 11am we will be having our Christmas 
Party, there will be face painting,                   
entertainment & of course a visit from Santa 
himself; the cost for this session will be 
£3.00 per family including refreshments. 

Please let us know if you wish to attend 
this session by letting myself or Lauren 
know, or message us via our Facebook page. 

We will be holding our Group on Friday 
2nd of December as normal. 

Little Stars runs every Friday during term 
time upstairs at High Bentham Town Hall, 
9.30am until 11am at a cost of £1.50 per           
family. 

Our fun Group is suitable for children 
aged 0-3 years old and we have lots of toys 
and crafts that everyone can enjoy; we also 
provide refreshments which is included in 
the entry price. 

We look forward to seeing you all there. 
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Howard Neill, Charlie                         

Howard Neill, Charlie Winterbottom, Sarah, Billy and Eddie Metcalfe and Colin Woof for 
their hard work preparing and tidying up the site. We also wish to acknowledge the           
generous sponsorship by Angus Fire  Ltd and Bentham Town Council as well as                  
thanking the local businesses who sell wristbands in advance of the event: Total                  
Wellbeing, Flowerfields, Dalesbred Butchers, Riverside Caravan Park and Temptations.  

As ever, we hope you will agree that the fireworks were amazing! We are indebted to 
Dave Turner, centre, Malki Miller, left and Jack Smith, right, Walk the Plank Ltd, below,  
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(www.walktheplank.co.uk). We hope you enjoyed 
Drum Machine, our poi swingers,  Evie Henshaw and 
Emma Parkinson, the food provided by Simply              
Delicious and Nigel Wildman’s hog roast and we are 
grateful to St John’s Ambulance and Bentham fire 
brigade for keeping us safe. 

Thank you to everyone in Bentham who generously 
donates to the red donation pots in various shops and 
pubs around Bentham. Your spare change really does 
make a difference to us. Finally, thank you to                 
everyone who comes to enjoy the event, all of the          
proceeds from the gate takings and wristband sales go 
towards funding next year’s event. 

For further information visit our Facebook page 
and search for ‘Bentham Bonfire’ or visit our website:  
www.benthambonfire.org. We hope to see you next 
year. The date will be confirmed at a later stage. 

Editor’s note :  Annie Neligan adds…’I thought it was all great - good rhythm, grand fire, fine 
fireworks - but the poi dancers were spectacular! Those whirling, weaving cycles of light will stay 
with me a long time .. thanks so much to the cheerful dancers’. 

Photos : Page 2 shows top bonfire team clockwise from top left: Dan Whitlam, Lewis 
Yuill, Thalie Yuill, Anna Winterbottom, Howard Neill, Susie Byrne, John Metcalfe and 
Sid Metcalfe. Middle photo of Evie Henshaw left and Emma Parkinson with fire poi.  
Both by Iain Henshaw of s1b.com. Bottom photo by Dan Whitlam.  

Page 3 top by Richard Bayley and bottom  of Walk the Plank  by Iain Henshaw.   

Photo above of Evie Henshaw, Jak Hill and Emma Parkinson of Flying Colours by             
Tom Parkinson.  More photos available on our website. 

Butterbergh Christmas Lights 
By Viki and Paul Hindle 

Have you put Saturday 3rd December in your diary? You should – it’s the Butterbergh 
Christmas Lights Big Switch On. Planning for this year’s display started last December 
and we are very excited to see what we actually bought!! We have also been round a lot 
of the neighbours and convinced them that more is better – so we are really looking              
forward to a fantastic display that is visible from the 
International Space Station.  

Once again we are raising funds for Goodenber 
Play Area. A fantastic local charity which provides a 
vital space for our children and young people to 
play. The committee work tirelessly, organising, 
clearing, tidying, fund raising & updating equip-
ment to ensure all our children have somewhere 
exciting yet safe to play.  

We are very lucky that Father Christmas has 
agreed to take time out of his schedule to come along 
and perform the “Big Switch On”. So come along 
and view the display on Saturday 3rd December at 
6pm and help to support a fantastic local charity. 

  45  

 

Looking After Your Lungs 
By Colette Scully, (Community Respiratory Nurse                     
Specialist at Airedale NHS Foundation Trust),                      
Tel: 01535-294556 or email: colette.scully@anhst.nhs.uk  

May I introduce myself? I work in the community and 
review patients who are registered with Bentham          
surgery, and my work involves encouraging good                      
respiratory health and correct inhaler technique.  

Living with a respiratory condition such as Chronic 
Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) or Chronic 
Asthma can be challenging at any time but even more 
so now we are approaching the winter months. There 
are many things you can do to stay well. Using your 
inhaler as your GP has prescribed and as you have 
been shown is very important. If you have an aero 
chamber you really should use this as it helps to get 
the drugs into the lungs a lot more effectively. Have 
your flu jab as it will protect you as much as possible, 
and please ask people with colds not to visit. If you smoke, please think about stopping, 
as we know this can help your lung function to deteriorate more slowly. Another treat-
ment option is pulmonary rehabilitation, an exercise class specifically designed to help 
you get fitter, as stronger muscles use oxygen much more efficiently. 

If you would like any information or           
advice about your lung condition please visit 
your GP or practice nurse for advice, or           
contact me by email or phone: The British 
Lung Foundation will also have lots of                        
information for you on their website 
www.blf.org.uk/support-for-you. 

Photo of Colette Scully with one of her patients 
 

Don’t forget Bentham News deadline date 

is 12th of December for the January edition. 
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The PuncThe Punch Bowlh Bo 

Low Bentham 
 

Real Fire Real Food Real Ale 
 

Dishes made from fresh produce, locally sourced 
 

Dogs & Muddy Boots welcome 
 

Open all day from noon Tues –Sun 
 

Food served Tues-Sat 12-2 & 6-8.30 

Sunday -Traditional Roasts & full menu served 

all day to 8.30pm 
 

  Booking not essential but advisable 
at peak holiday times 

Tel 015242 61344 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

www.thepunchbowlbentham.co.uk 
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Reginald Edgar Pointon 
15th February 1923 - 4th November 2016  
By Hilary Denby 

Dad died suddenly on Friday 4th November. All 
his family will remember him as a loving, caring 
and humorous husband, father, father-in-law, 
grandfather and great-grandfather. 

Margaret, Reg and family moved to Bentham in 
1959. He worked for George Angus and then 
Telamite until he retired. Many in Bentham will 
remember him as the Town Council’s clerk, a post 
that he held with dedication and distinction for 24 
years, retiring from that in 2004. 

Reg loved walking, golf, gardening (especially 
mowing the crescent on Springfield), watching 
rugby and chatting to neighbours and friends. He 
enjoyed woodwork classes where making small 
tables seemed to be his speciality! He was                 
renowned for his singing. As soon as he rose from his bed in the morning he sang! He was 
also a family man and took a keen interest in the careers of all of those close to him.            
Reg will be truly missed, but very much remembered. 

Dorothy Amelia Pidgeon 
9th December 1928 - 27th August 2016 
By Mabel Parr 

Born in 1928 in Chesterfield, Dorothy described herself as a 
‘wild child’. Despite this she gained a degree from University 
College London, followed by teacher training in Leicester, 
where she met David who she married in 1953. Through his 
influence Dorothy became a committed Christian and they 
went to serve in Nigeria. In 1964 the family moved to 
Shanklin and joined St Paul’s church. Sadly David died five 
years later and Dorothy was left to combine bringing up three 
boys with a teaching career. Dorothy committed herself to the 
community and the church where she began a life long 
friendship with Rev Brian Underwood and his wife Enid, 
leading many summer chaplaincy ministries in France and Switzerland. In the late              
seventies she moved to Whitby, teaching English to foreign missionaries. She retired to 
Bentham in 1987, joining the congregation at St John’s where Brian Underwood was now 
Rector. She resumed her commitment to the church and the community, helping to run 
the Women’s Fellowship and serving as parish clerk, churchwarden, preacher, and choir 
singer. She supported many charities including the Sue Ryder shop, Meals on Wheels, the 
Hospital Transport Service and helped to edit the Bentham News and man the Tourist 
Information Office. She fought and recovered from many illnesses, but after several spells 
in hospital she died on the 27th August. Those who knew her will agree with her son             
Nigel’s description: “I’ll remember mum as a forthright and purposeful person, a woman 
of unshakeable faith and commitment. Not long ago, I told her I thought she was an            
incredibly tough old bird - she agreed”. 
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First Railway Station Twinning 
Press Release By Rod Tickner 

The twinning of two stations and their station adoption groups is a 
railway first, both for the Northern region and across the country. 
Bentham and Mytholmroyd, an industrial town in the Calder valley, might not appear to 
have much in common but both possess an active and thriving community-based railway 
station adoption group which exists to promote their railway stations as a focal point and 
gateway for their communities. 

The twinning initiative was sparked by discussions held during the summer to                  
commemorate the Queen’s 90th birthday, when representatives of the Friends of Bentham 
Station (FoBS) attended an event hosted by the Mytholmroyd Station Partnership (MSP). 
The formal coming together was celebrated on Friday 2nd September 2016 at 
Mytholmroyd when Geoff Mitchell, the chairman of Mytholmroyd Station Partnership 
(MSP), welcomed Friends of Bentham Station (FoBS) to a packed meeting in the church 
hall just down the road from Mytholmroyd station.  

Gerald Townson, for FoBS and chairman 
of the Bentham Line (Leeds-Morecambe 
Community Rail Partnership) said, “This is 
about the development of new station                
initiatives and re-invigorating tourism              
particularly across the former West Riding, 
by twinning stations which have thriving 
support groups.” As a tangible record of this 
twinning the Town Mayor of Hebden Royd, 
Tony Hodgins, presented a statue made by 
the Secretary of MSP, Sue Mitchell, together 
with a splendid plinth by local craftsman Eric 
Alston, to representatives of FoBS. In return Bob Sloan, a volunteer with FoBS, presented 
his hand-carved slate plaque commemorating the event to MSP. 

The following week, the event continued at Bentham station where the station building 
has been brought back to life for community use. There is going to be a £1b investment in 
new trains and services in the Northern region, as well as station improvements, with 

Photos by Paul Bigland show Paul Barnfield, Gerald Townson, Geoff and Sue Mitchell, top, and 
guests assembled  for the  twinning celebrations, above, both at Bentham Station.                       
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New Year Resolution for 
2017 
By Lauren Hunter, Senior Physiotherapist  

BSc (Hons) Cert ECBS 

Thinking of what resolutions to make in 
2017? How about committing to a healthy 
body so you can look forward to a                 
comfortable and injury free year? Here are 
key tips.... 

1). Posture. We all can adopt poor              
postures, but try to avoid sitting poorly at 
home and work (e.g. don't slouch over your 
mobile, tablet or computer!). This causes 
abnormal loads and imbalances on the 
body (some muscles are overworked and 
other important muscles are switched off 
and become weakened). Instead, ensure 
you take regular breaks (setting reminders 
on your computer or phone), support your 
spine with a Lumbar support in your chair 
and ideally raise your mobile, laptop or 
tablet at more eye level (instead of your 
knee). 

2). Core. Gives the spine its support 
which not only helps the back but even 
helps the arms and legs. The 'core' is made 
up of deep stabilising muscles of the pelvis, 
abdomen and low back. Whether a keen 
sports person or more sedentary, core           
exercises (like those performed in Pilates) 
are crucial to the body to prevent pains 
such as backache and to improve general 
sporting technique, manual handling and 
general everyday activities. Consider             
joining a Pilates class as this is great for 

teaching you how to activate and                  
strengthen your core. If that's not possible, 
a Physio can teach some simple 'core' home 
exercises that you can even do at your desk 
(so there's no excuse!). 

3). Don't let your pain continue for too 
long. We all do it.... you hope that pain will 
resolve on its own with rest - and often it 
does. But if your pain stays for longer than 
two weeks, other long term problems such 
as referred leg or arm pain (originally from 
the spine), nerve pain (altered sensation - 
pins and needles and numbness), and / or        
general stiffness may occur. This is likely to 
be in addition to what is causing the             
original source of the pain. Often, I find 
that these problems can be quick to fix but 
the longer a pain lasts the greater the risk of 
more chronic (long term) complex pains 
that can take longer to fix. The key is to 'nip 
pains in the bud'. 

So here are my three top tips to help 
achieve better health in 2017! Have a great 
Christmas and a very happy New Year!  
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History Behind The 
Photograph 

By Susan and Mike Bourne, 015242 98314 

We have always been interested in the 
history of our house ‘Merebeck Farm’, also 
known as ‘Mewith Closes’ and ‘Neddies 
Barn’, which dates back to late 17th               
century  to early 18th century.  The history 
has been spasmodic and difficult to trace, 
as it would seem the farm was tenanted 
for long periods.  In its later life around 
1944, the house became uninhabited and 
derelict with only the barns and land being 
farmed; this became a playground for local 
children as one or two of them fondly           
recall.  Still today the ‘old’ part of the 
house has the warmth and happy                   
atmosphere of its former past. 

When we were first emailed this lovely 
photograph of sheep dipping in the beck 
that runs along the side of the farm taken 
around 1920 to the 1930s, we were                     
absolutely delighted, this was our first real 
glimpse of the working farm and former 
owners or tenants.  We understand from 
David Johnson former Headmaster of         

Bentham School, that this photograph was 
possibly brought into the school by a pupil 
as part of a school project.  We would very 
much like to make contact with the owner 
of this photograph, to establish their 
names and where these people fall in the 
farms history; hopefully with the                 
possibility of further photographs of the 
farmstead. 

If anyone has any information on               
Merebeck Farm, we would be delighted to 
hear from you. We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank both Tatham History 
and Ewecross Historical Society for all 
their help and support in our quest so far. 
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hundreds of additional services over the next three years, including £40m investment             
especially for smaller stations.  

Both station groups say: “It is all about community – not just trains.  Train services are 
the means to achieve the transport links so that these areas can be opened up for leisure 
opportunities as well as business use.” John O’Grady, the Stakeholder Manager for North-
ern’s Eastern Region talked about the coming together of two enthusiastic groups: 
Mytholmroyd has 70 trains a day compared to Bentham’s 10, but by sharing aspirations 
and achievements, and providing mutual support it is hoped that both will achieve more.  

 

Let’s Get Squiffy! 
By Howard Matthew 

It’s pretty unusual to find a 
business partnership that began 
with a mutual interest in              
throwing pieces of apple in the 
air and catching them in their 
mouths. That was back in 2005, 
but since then Liam Hartley-
Wright and Rhys Edwards-
Midgley have been close 
friends, and are now partners in 
a rapidly growing business. Set 
up in February of this year, 
their unique and distinctive T-
shirt company, ‘Squiffy’, has 
been growing from strength to 
strength. 

As this is an internet                
business, I met them in Liam’s 
front room. Liam deals with 
marketing and business               
management whilst Rhys has the creative arts focus, but they were both keen to point out 
that these roles overlap. Their main sales target is the rave and festival scene, and their 
aim is ‘to produce high-quality clothing with unique bright and colourful designs which 
allow your own unique individuality to stand out.’ They certainly do that! 

Rhys, who creates the designs, started off drawing caricatures for people in the local 
pub, but felt restricted. ‘I’ve done a lot of travelling, ‘ he said, ‘and it made me think there 
was more to life than just sketching for fun’. His work is unique and stunning (just look at 
the detail in the ant T-shirt in the photo). Apart from the clothing they are planning other 
products. Liam showed me the ‘Painted Lady’ design printed on a mobile phone cover, 
which looks impressive. They have also sponsored DJs to wear their products, Father 
Funk and Twitchee Cordz to name but two. 

If you want to see more of their T-shirts, their website is www.squiffyclothing.co.uk, 
and if you’re not quite sure what happens at rave festivals, try their ‘squiffy clothing ltd’ 
Facebook page! 

Photo above  of Liam Hartley-Wright, Hannah Lea (Squiffy’s first customer) and                                
Rhys Edwards-Midgley 
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Knitting for                 
Bomba 
By Jane Proctor 

On each alternate               
Thursday afternoon a 
group of ladies (of a cer-
tain age) meet at the 
Methodist Church to knit. 
And, there is quite a lot of 
chatter as well. 

After a while we felt 
we wanted a bit of a focus 
and common purpose so 
we started knitting for the 
school in Bomba, a town 
about 30 miles north of 
Kampala in Uganda. 

Education has to be 
paid for in Uganda and many families simply do not have the surplus income. This is where 
“Children of Hope”, a charity supported by Christian Restoration Ministries International, 
comes in. As well as education the school provides a hot meal each day, and periodically          
doctors and nurses go out from the UK to provide healthcare. 

   The school at Bomba has about 100 pupils, 
but CRMI sponsor about 200 more children to 
attend other schools.  

   The Bentham Knitters have sent dozens of  
cardigans of various sizes and blankets for the 
children, and this year, responding to a              
request from the school, Joan Lilley knitted a 
Nativity Scene. Twelve months ago Joan could 
not knit a stitch, and she would not pretend 
she was not challenged by the project she 
agreed to undertake, but Joan says had a             
picture of the children in front of her as she 
completed the figures, and felt that God was 
with her every bit of the way.  

   If the true meaning of Christmas is to 
bring happiness and joy to others, especially 
those less fortunate than ourselves, then you 
may think Joan has got it spot on. 

   If you like knitting, or would like to learn 
to knit please do come along. Our first meeting 
of the New Year  is on  12th January from 
2.00pm – 4.00pm, and you are very welcome to 
come and join us. 

Don’t forget Bentham News deadline date 

is 12th of December for the January edition. 

                     Photo of Joan Lilley by Jane Proctor 
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Farming Palestine 
By Annie Neligan, Tel : 015242 64886 

It’s harvest time in Palestine again and the 
families in Burin and Madama are doing their 
best, supported by volunteers, to gather as 
much of the olive crop as they can between 
raids by illegal settlers nearby and threats 
from the Israeli army to confiscate their land. 

They are determined not to become yet 
another generation of Palestinian refugees.  

No-one from Bentham is picking with them this year – but we organised, through 
Three Peaks for Palestine, a couple of events where you could feel involved or find out 
more about their efforts.  

Day for Palestine was held on 26th November at the Quaker Meeting House in 
Kirkgate, Settle, with information, activities and food. 

 On December 8th we are showing a film ‘Open Bethlehem’ made by a woman from 
Bethlehem about her efforts to unite Christians, Muslims and Jews in their desire for free 
access to their Holy City – and the huge difficulties she faces. That’s at 7.30pm  at the 
Looking Well. We’ll be selling Palestinian farm products – olive oil, almonds, dates and 
soap.  

 If you would like to find out about getting supplies sooner than that, please ring me. 

Grave Matters – St Margaret’s Graveyard 
By Maggie Bruno (Secretary, Parochial Church Council, Bentham Parish), Tel : 015242-61616 

Further to the notices in the June and July issues of Bentham News, Craven District 
Council (CDC) have now completed the testing of the memorials in St Margaret's Grave-
yard, after considerable delays over the summer. There are 5 memorials that are unstable 
and require to be made safe. 

1. Mary Taylforth (1934). CDC have placed a warning notice and secured the headstone 
by a stake. 

2. Annie Brocklebank (1900). CDC have placed a warning notice and secured the head-
stone by 2 stakes 

3. Richard Pickles (1896). CDC have placed a warning notice and secured the headstone 
by 2 stakes. 

4. Hannah Huck (1937). CDC have placed a warning notice and secured the headstone 
with a stake. 

5.  Annie Lawson (1957). CDC have removed the dowels and laid the headstone flat as it 
is too small to stake. 

In addition, Craven District Council intends to inspect the memorial of William               
Clapham (1893) in 6 months, though it is not requiring repair at present. 

As I previously explained, the repair and maintenance of memorials is the                      
responsibility of the memorial owner. The Parish Church Council (PCC) has a                      
responsibility to ensure the public safety of the graveyard, and all the unstable memorials 
identified by CDC will be laid flat by the PCC. If you wish to repair any of the above          
memorials at your own expense, please contact me by 31 December 2016.  

Once the graveyard has been made safe, the Parish Church Council will fully transfer 
maintenance of the graveyard to Craven District Council. 
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New Faces At The Sundial 
By Howard Matthew 

I’d heard a lot of good things about the new 
look Sundial in Low Bentham, so I thought it 
was time to investigate. I was met by the 
doorman, a large friendly black labrador 
called Phillip, before I sat down with Sean 
Chew and Simon Donkin, the new landlords.  

My first question was: ‘So what brought 
you to Bentham?‘ Both Simon and Sean had 
been living in Leeds, Simon working as a 
solicitor and Sean as manager of a care home 
for people with learning difficulties. They 
had both come to a point in their lives when 
they wanted to try something new, but it was 
only by chance that they came across the 
Sundial. Simon related their first visit. ‘We 
came off the main road at Clapham, then 
across the moors and said: ”What have we 
got ourselves into?”, but when we saw the 
Sundial we fell in love with it straightaway.’ 
Neither had any experience of running a pub, 
but both had management experience, which 
proved a distinct advantage in a climate 
where local pubs are often closing. 

I noticed that the food was only prepared 

on certain days, and asked: ‘Why was that?’.  
‘Well we came here at the beginning of Sep-
tember and we were unsure of demand,’ said 
Simon. ‘We’ve kept it at Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sunday lunch, but that will increase. Our 
kitchen is only small, but we concentrate on 
using local food and drink suppliers and 
provide frequent changes in our menu.’ 

What do the locals think about the Sundial 
now? Sean and Simon were both amazed at 
how quickly business had grown. ‘It’s a long 
time since we had a proper local pub,’ one 
customer said. ‘It’s like walking into your 
own living room,’ said another. Simon said: 
‘There have been a wide variety of custom-
ers, ex landlords and caravaners. One partic-
ular trend is that women are now coming in 
on their own because they feel safe.’  

Finally I asked, ‘What would you describe 
as the aim of the Sundial?’ and the answer 
was: ‘To be a traditional local pub where 
everyone is welcome. And to be an essential 
part of village life’. 

I think they are already well on their way 
to achieving that. 

Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging of  

Simon Donkin (left) and Sean Chew (right) 
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Elf’s Secret Treasure Trail 
By Chris The Elf, Bentham Gallery 

 Elf will be holding a Secret Treasure trail for all the children, on Saturday the 
3rd December while Santa is in town. 

Hunt for the 20 Santas, Rudolphs and Elves secretly hidden in the shops 
around Bentham.  

You must collect all the letters to reveal a message.  

Find them all to claim your treasure from the Elf in his shop. 

Come and get your Secret Treasure Maps, they can be found and collected 
from Bentham Gallery on Friday night late shopping. Don't miss out. 

Get your map before they all go. 
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Post Office News 
By David Alder 

For last recommended posting dates for 
Christmas, please check at the Post Office, 
but it’s Tuesday 20th December for second-
class letters, cards and parcels, and 
Wednesday 21st December for first class. 
As usual, please address items correctly 
including postcodes and a return address, 
and pack parcels securely and be aware of 
the dangerous goods and compensation 
regulations.    

Royal Mail/Parcelforce Collection and 
Delivery Arrangements:  Collections and 
deliveries will generally operate as normal 
from Monday-Saturday until Saturday 24th 
December, but on some days deliveries 
may be extended. There will be no services 
on Monday 26th December or Tuesday 27th 
December. Normal services then resume 
until Sat 31st December. There will be no 
service on Monday 2nd January 2017, nor-
mal services recommencing on 3rd January. 

Counter Services:  Bentham Post Office 
will follow the same pattern as Royal Mail 
in terms of service and no service days over 
the Christmas and New Year period, but 
for the convenience of customers it will 
open throughout the lunch time period on 
weekdays from Monday 5th December 
until Friday 23rd December inclusive. The 
post office will close at 1pm on Saturday 
24th December and reopen at 9am on 
Wednesday 28th December. It will close 
again at 12.30pm on Saturday 31st Decem-
ber, reopening at 9am on Tuesday 3rd Janu-
ary. Pensions and Allowances due on days 
the post office is closed can be collected the 
working day before. A range of attractive 
Christmas stamps is available in what is the 
50th anniversary of their introduction. 
Please note that counters will be very busy 
in December each Monday and in each late 
afternoon period on Tuesdays to Fridays. 

The Future Of The Post Office:  
As you may be aware, the Post Office              
Network Transformation team eventually 

failed to reach agreement about the move 
to the Bentham Spar shop – two years after             
holding the public consultation about the 
proposal. They are currently reviewing 
other options both in respect of the counter 
service and delivery arrangements. My 
own position is that my provisional               
resignation date is 31st March 2017 and I do 
not intend to stay in business after that 
date. Let us hope that those in authority get 
their act together by then.  So, as previously 
hinted, this will definitely be my last 
Christmas newsletter!  

   And Finally:  May I, and all who work 
in Bentham Post Office and Delivery Office, 
extend warm seasonal greetings to every-
one in Bentham and beyond. On a personal 
note I want to express my gratitude for 
messages and other tokens of support            
received in recent weeks when I was             
unwell – these were much appreciated. 

Festive Fun Run 
By Susan Lucas 

Tuesday December 27th at 11am will see 
the start of the popular annual Christmas 
Festive Fun Run from the Lancaster & 
Morecambe AC club house on the athletics 
track at Salt Ayre Sports Centre, near               
Lancaster. Entries are welcome at any time. 

It is aimed at families and fun runners as 
well as more regular competitors, and there 
will be a festive atmosphere.  Entries are 
only £3, with an extra £1.50 for registrations 
on the day.  The route is flat and around 4k. 

We expect to attract a number of local 
sponsors to provide the spot prizes.   There 
will be a festive medal for all finishers as 
well as a large number of spot prizes, and a 
presentation ceremony. 

Entry forms can be requested from Jayne 
Perry, Woodville, 
Tarnacre Lane, 
Churchtown, 
Preston PR3 0TB 
or by tel: 07752 
736612. 
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LOGS LOGS LOGS 
Kiln Dried Firewood 

Seasoned Logs, Bags or Loads 

Cash and Carry  
Pick up Point 

 

Bentham Road, Ingleton 
 

Call David on:  015242 41521 
Mobile: 07713055404 
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Fracking Survey in 
Bentham 
By Richard Wilson 

Wenningdale Climate Action Network 
(WeCAN) carried out a Fracking Survey in 
Bentham Main Street on a busy Saturday 
morning recently. The team of five survey-
ors was equipped with an impressive array 
of high-tech measuring equipment, and 
spent an hour taking over a dozen readings 
from various carefully selected monitoring 
points. A number of shoppers stopped to 
ask what was going on, and some were 
genuinely alarmed that fracking could be 
coming to Bentham. Fortunately WeCAN 
was able to reassure them - for the present - 
that the survey wasn't a genuine seismic 
test. It was one of hundreds of events 
throughout the UK during the Speak Up 
Week of Action, co-ordinated by the              
Climate Coalition to raise awareness of the 
urgent need to fight climate change. 

Fracking is about to take off in England - 
licences have been granted by the govern-
ment, for huge areas, to multinational             
companies who already have plans to drill 
thousands of wells. WeCAN's message to                
concerned Bentham shoppers was that 
shale gas should be left in the ground. 
Fracking and burning gas will just speed up 
global warming. The money being          
could be spent on clean, renewable energy, 

instead of a new fossil 
fuel extracted by a             
process that has created 
environmental havoc in 
the USA. If real frackers 
do come to Bentham, 
their seismic tests will be 
carried out in quiet rural             
corners from unmarked 
vans - not on Main Street in high-vis gear! 

If you want to find out more, 
www.weclimateaction.org.uk 
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Footpath Matters 
By Kate Rowe 

  “Cold December ends the rhyme 

  With blazing fires and Christmas  

  time.” 

 And so end the poems of the last 24 
months! It is cold with snow in my garden 
as I write. I wonder if it will be white for 
our December walks? 9.30am start at            
Lairgill apart from the last one at 11am. 
Whatever the weather I hope everyone has 
a lovely Christmas. 

    The first is on Thursday 1st, 9 miles at 
Dolphinholme. Parking at the Village Hall 
we take the path down to Lower                    
Dolphinholme, then follow the Wyre Way 
as far as Abbeystead Reservoir. We climb 
alongside Cam Clough, take the footpath 
past the Catshaws to Swainshead Hall 
then a short section of road at Syphon 
Well. Crossing the field to Taylors Farm 
we go down through Salisbury Farm then                 
alongside the Wyre Fishery Lakes to pick 
up the Wyre Way again and follow that 
back to the start. 

    On Saturday 10th we park at the Village 
Hall at Cockerham for a 7 mile walk.              
Following paths and lanes to Holly House 
then Potter's Brook Bridge, we go along 
the canal, then take the Glasson Dock 
branch to the 4th lock bridge. After head-
ing to Furnham Church we follow paths 
and lanes back to Cockerham. 

    Our final walk this year on 30th is a local 

walk of 5 miles. Starting from Lair-
gill at 11am, we go via                   
Branstone Beck to the Big Stone, 
returning through the fields to 
High Bentham, where no doubt 
there will be an opportunity to 

have a festive drink or bite to eat. 

Don’t forget Bentham News deadline date 

is 12th of December for the January edition. 



36  

 

School, Community and 
Businesses Working  
Together 
By Mrs C A Boocock (headteacher)  

and Miss C Pearson (acting headteacher) 

Children continue to take part in Cluster 
sporting events and enjoy taking part in 
fundraising activities, such as the Friends of 
Bentham School’s recent Halloween Disco, 
a Pudsey Bake-off for Children in Need, the 
Poppy Appeal for The Royal British Legion 
and much more. On 3rd November               
children in Year 6 took part in an                       
orienteering event at Williamsons Park, 
followed by a visit to the Butterfly House, 
where they were given the opportunity to 
practise their artwork. On 4th November all 
children were invited to take part in a             
celebratory ‘Bonfire Bonanza’ lunch, freshly 
prepared by our school cook, Mrs Sue Leak, 
with help from Miss Helena Price, her           
assistant, both of whom are also getting 
ready for the school’s Christmas lunch on 
7th December.  

As readers may be aware, the school has 
recently approached local businesses in 
connection with a new and exciting wildlife 
project which will hopefully be taking place 
at the school, and we would very much like 
the community to get involved too. We 
moved into our new community school 
some 18 months ago, and now feel ready to 
focus on developing outside areas. The 
vision is big and we would ultimately like 
to create a space that will engage all types 
of individuals in the community and             
encourage learning from the outdoor             
environment for our children. You will 
have noticed that there are some areas at 
the front of the school that are yet to be 
developed and here are some of our hopes, 
dreams and aspirations for that space and 
other areas around the school: 

To have a seating area for story time and 
quiet time for all, a pond to encourage pond life 
and learning, a fire pit for outdoor cooking, a 

herbal/medicinal garden, a vegetable patch and 
fruit trees so we can use our own produce, to 
create some shade and shelter for children             
during playtime, to build a greenhouse out of 
recycled plastic bottles and to set up Forest 
Schools. 

These hopes are a great foundation for 
our long-term wildlife project, but we need 
more than just hopes and dreams!  We are 
on the look out for creating links and 
getting support and funding from local 
businesses and finding people who can 
help to see our project through to fruition.  
Here are a few ways in which you,                
members of the community, could help: 

Give time to the project (digging, lifting and 
shifting), give your building, joinery, design or 
gardening skills, donate gardening and outdoor 
equipment (shovels, spades, tarpaulin, topsoil, 
wooden pallets for a bug hotel etc.), donating 
money towards a specific item (flowers, raised 
beds, shelters, sheds, greenhouses, safety grid for 
pond) or an area.  Why not take the opportunity 
to have a plaque made with your name or            
business on it to be placed next to your donated 
item? 

We are currently in the process of              
applying to ‘Awards to All’ with a view to 
securing some initial funding towards this 
project so that we can get it off the ground.  
However, as you can imagine, it cannot be 
completed without the input and support 
of local people and local businesses,              
especially as our vision is to see a long-term 
sustainable project that creates and                 
develops links between the local                     
community and school.  So, if you are keen 
to get involved and show your support in 
any way, please get in touch with the 
school on 015242 61412 or e-mail                         
admin@bentham.n-yorks.sch.uk.   

We very 
much look            
forward to 
hearing from 
you.  
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December Garden 
By Joyce Knapp 
As we move into December we 
may be inclined to hibernate, 
believing that “gardening is only 
for the summer months” but it is 
surprising how many tasks can be under-
taken at this time of year.  Firstly, any 
weeding we do will appear very effective, 
as the offending plants will not regrow as 
quickly as they are apt to do in the warmer, 
summer months.  Secondly, as all the her-
baceous plants will have died back for win-
ter, we can clear away the remaining plant 
debris, checking for any slugs and snails 
that may be lurking there before disposing 
of them in our chosen way. 

This plant debris can be added to a com-
post heap, along with vegetable peelings 
and other plant material and allowed to rot 
down for about a year, before being put 
back on the garden.  By making our own 
garden compost, we not only reduce the 
amount of waste that our local council has 
to remove, but also, we will be recycling 
our own garden waste to add back to the 
soil.  This compost will add nutrients to the 
soil that will be available to the plants over 
a long period of time and will help with 
moisture retention.  It also helps with           
creating a better soil structure (important 
for root development) by gradually break-
ing down the tiny particles in a heavy, clay 
soil or binding together the large particles 
within a sandy soil.  It can be used to 
spread around the plants in a shrub/flower 
bed or border and is particularly useful in 
the vegetable garden when used where we 
are to grow onions, broccoli, lettuce etc.   

Another task we can undertake this 
month is the winter pruning of established 
apple trees in order to encourage them to 
bear more fruit next year.  The first thing to 
do is to look over the tree and remove any 
damaged, diseased or crossing branches.  
Once this is complete we can go over the 
tree, shortening any side-shoots to leave 
only four or five buds that will, hopefully, 
produce a crop of good-sized apples next 

year.  I am always on the lookout 
for ways to improve a crop and 
have recently introduced some 
companion plants that are said to 
help with fruit production.  Un-
der the apple tree I now grow a 
Catmint, Nasturtiums, Lemon 

Balm and Chives as these will help in a 
variety of ways including attracting bees, 
essential for pollination, and deterring pests 
and diseases that often occur on apple trees.  

One last note, if you are fortunate 
enough to have apples in store for use over 
the winter, it is well worth checking them 
on a regular basis as one bad apple can 
easily affect all those around it. 

Nature Notes 
By David Fisher 

Incredibly autumn is 
here, and the wonderful 
change in leaf colours means that our             
nocturnal friends, the bats, will now be in 
their roosts for the long hibernation session. 
Bats have had 15 million years of evolution, 
they have been here longer than man, and 
are now seen only occasionally at night. As 
their food supply, a source of energy for 
them, dwindles, so they slow down and 
hibernate and keep warm together until 
spring. 

Trout and salmon will have reached 
their goal and be in the rivers to spawn as 
temperatures and conditions there favour 
their habits.  
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High Bentham 
By Wendy Dowbiggin 

The ladies met at the Town Hall 
on Thursday 3rd November. Bar-
bara Shuttleworth, our newly 
installed president, led the busi-
ness meeting and Liz Matthew, 
secretary, read the minutes. 
Names were taken for the annual quiz to be 
held in January at Arkholme and three 
teams were selected. The evening was a 
‘hands on’ occasion with Liz Matthew and 
Cecile Nock showing the ladies how to 
make felt snowmen and 
tree decorations. There 
was lots of laughter as 
we pricked the felt to 
make it solid, and lots of 
pricked fingers, but by 
the end of the session the 
ladies were pleased with 
their efforts. Arrange-
ments were made for the Christmas dinner 
to be held at the Horse & Farrier on 1st De-
cember. It was suggested that the members 
take a gift for the Christmas hamper to be 
given to the organisation for the homeless in 
the Lancaster area. The competition winner 
was Joni Weekley and Kathleen Kelly won 

the raffle. 

Low Bentham 
By Pam Warbrick 

At our October meeting Tony Whittaker 
gave an illustrated talk on the moths and 
butterflies of high altitude China and             
equatorial Borneo, explaining how different 
levels of tree height sustain different               
species. Terry works with Australian and           
Chinese entomologists to monitor                     
movements and estimate numbers of these 
wonderful creatures, the 
different types number-
ing thousands. A threat 
in Borneo to habitat and 
climate change is the 
extent of deforestation 
as 200 wagons per day 
continue to remove the 

hardwood logs.  

   On a lighter note, a fun night at                 
the Giggleswick W.I. provided us 
with a quiz, a beetle drive and re-
freshments. We had a very                    
enjoyable evening.  

   November saw the start of our 
craft meetings.  Margot Checkley 

hosted the group who learnt crochet               
techniques from Kathryn Brownsord. A 
soup, bread and fruit pie lunch supplied by 
Margot, Jennifer Watkinson and Sheila 
Brown rounded off a very worthwhile 
morning. We have plans for a winter book 
club and a summer  walking group to add 
to next year`s  activities.                                                       

Our biggest change will be a trial shift of 
venue starting in January 2017, to                     
Bentham`s new community school while 
building work goes on at the Victoria            
Institute. Our AGM will take place at the 
school on January 19th at 7.00pm, so why 
not join us at our buffet supper to see what 
the new year`s programme has to offer? 

Tatham Fells 
By Mary Taylor 

Margaret McIntosh, President of Tatham 
Fells Women’s Institute, welcomed                  
Rosemary Blanchfield, WI Adviser, and 
members to the Annual Meeting held in the 
Old School on 11th October. Rosemary 
oversaw the voting; Margaret was                    
re-elected President and other committee 
members were elected on bloc, Carole 
Butcher, Carole Thurnham, Mary Kidd, 
Linda Kirkby, Barbara Haddow, Ruth 
Garstang, Ann Dawson and Jenny Herd. 
Mary Kidd gave the Treasurer’s report, and 
Secretary Carole Butcher gave a resume of 
the Institute’s year including a Lancashire 
Federation walk around Tatham Fells              
organised by Jenny Herd, a first aid course 
in the Old School and success at Bentham 
Show. The President thanked the                  
committee for their extra commitment in 
this the Institute’s 40th Anniversary year, 
remembering the Afternoon Tea Party when 
past members came from far and near, the 
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Pioneer Projects at  Looking Well Studios 
By Philippa Troutman 

A heartfelt thanks from Pioneer Projects to everyone who supported the Jumble Sale at 
the Ingleton Community Centre on 29th October. All of the proceeds from this very           
successful day will support Pioneer Projects Creative Arts and Dementia delivery. These 
sessions are enormously popular and well attended and they are now able, with the 
support of funds received at the jumble sale, to continue into early 2017. One of the          
Pioneer Projects volunteers said after the event, ‘those were probably the best jumblers 
in the north west and possibly the world’. We are already looking at dates in 2017 for 
our next jumbling event. 

The ‘Making Art’ sessions for people living with dementia run in Bentham, Settle and 
Skipton. The groups offer a range of creative activities including music and movement, 
painting, textiles, printing and poetry. We ensure that the artwork is regularly displayed 
and there are annual exhibitions to showcase the achievements of everyone involved. 
The sessions are run by artists and volunteers and are safe settings in which people can 
build confidence, learn new skills and socialise.  

We also have a Carers Group (carers who are looking after someone who is living 
with dementia) held once a month. The group recently produced a booklet entitled ‘Who 
Cares’, which contains pictures of artwork from participants and poems and stories and 
comments from the carers. The booklet is intended for everyone, although the group 
hope that it will be of particular value to those people who are carers themselves. 

If you know someone who you think may benefit from these groups do contact us on 
015242 62672 or email Jack or Philippa on jack@pioneerprojects.org.uk or   

philippa@pioneerprojects.org.uk  

Pioneer Projects has been working in partnership with Craven Museum and               
Gallery to produce an exhibition called ‘Artyfacts’ 
which is on show at Skipton Town Hall gallery until 
23rd December. 

The photograph is from a large collection of ceramic 
trees. The whole collection is called ‘The White Forest’ 
and is part of the ‘Artyfacts’ exhibition. A resident in a 
care home made each tree in Craven and the overall 
effect is beautiful. ‘Artyfacts’ has been a hugely                 
enjoyable experience for everyone involved. The 10 
creative sessions that we delivered for people living 
with dementia and their carers were extremely popular, 
with some people attending every session. The                  
exhibition is fascinating, bright and colourful, full of 
information about the project and has been very well 
received. Participants are regularly returning with             
family and friends to see their work and to take               
pleasure in their achievements. We used the museum and gallery collections of artefacts 
and pictures as inspiration and these are on display too. If you are in Skipton do make 
the time to go and see the show, you won’t be disappointed. 

Please note that we will be closed from Wednesday 21st December and will reopen 
on Wednesday 4th January. Pioneer Projects at Looking Well would like to wish you 
all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
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Springfield Bowling Club Presentation Evening                    
By Helen Cross (Club Secretary) 

On Wednesday 12th October Springfield Bowling Club held their annual presentation 
evening at Bentham Golf Club. The members enjoyed a wonderful two course meal                
followed by the presentation of the trophies by the president Cliff Murphy. The awards 
were as follows: 

The two teams in the South Westmorland Seniors Leagues continued to do well this 
year, retaining their places in the first and third divisions. The Lancaster Vets team came 
second in their division this year and so gained promotion to Division B next season. The 
weekly Round Robins continued to be well attended all season, with several new members 
joining. 

Thanks to all who helped at the coffee morning on Saturday 1st October and to those 
who provided prizes, cakes etc. and all those who made time to attend on the day. The next 
season will start in March 2017, and if you have never played bowls before and would like 
to try, watch out for the opening day poster on the town hall notice board. In the meantime 
short mat bowls will be held on Monday afternoons in the town hall. Also the fortnightly 
social evenings in the club house will continue throughout the winter months for those 
interested. 

TROPHY WINNER(S) RUNNER(S)-UP 

Butterfield Cup (Fundraiser) Frank Farnill 

Cliff Park 

David Riley 

Sue Park 

Garlick Cup Frank Farnill 

 Peter Harrold 

Tom Davies 

Andrew Cross 

Tom Davies Trophy Tom Davies Ray Shannon 

Mary Johnson Trophy Helen Cross Julie Fisher 

Lister Shield David Riley Sue Pilkington 

Challenge Cup Ray Shannon David Riley 

Butterfield Cup Tom Davies Cliff Fisher 

Rose Bowl Sue Riley Julie Fisher 

Jim Bush Cup Helen Cross Ruth Parker 

Cardus Cup Frank Farnill 

Cliff Fisher 

Ruth Parker 

Julie Fisher 

Jubilee Cup/President’s Day Diane Chant 

Cliff Fisher 

Andrew Cross 

Helen Cross 

Captain’s Awards   

Men Eddie Knowles  

Ladies Helen Cross  
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Ingleton Waterfalls walk 
followed by lunch at 
Ireby Green, the sail on 
Coniston Water and time 
at Brantwood, the Fun 
Food and Fizz evening 
where members and 
friends had found fun in 

Pilates with Sally Horn. Finally certificates 
were presented to nine intrepid members 
who had climbed the Three Peaks in Three 
weeks, Ingleborough, Whernside and             
Pen-y-Ghent. Margaret concluded by             
thanking all the smiling and enthusiastic 
members. Then followed the entertainment, 
where seven teams puzzled over a quiz 
compiled by Jenny Herd to name 24               
musicals by their initials, the team led by 
Jean Easterby gained most points. A Sales 
Table manned by Kath Dickinson, Linda 
Kirkby and Ruth Holden raised £100, and 
the evening closed with refreshments             
provided by Bronwen Osborne and Mary           
Myers. 
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Brosnans Accountants Christmas Competition 2016 
By Sharon Hutchinson 

As another 12 months whizzes by, Christmas is once more upon us! Brosnans 
Accountants (56-58 Main Street) are following the huge success of their Christmas 
Window and competition in 2015 with a new competition and indeed a new festive               
window display. 

Their window will be dressed and ready for viewing and for your competition entries 
on December 1st, with a chance to win a "Yorkshire Hamper" supplied by John & Val 
Barwise of Barwise Country Hampers. The competition (details will be in our window) 
will close on 21st December and the winner will be notified on 22nd December. 

Karen Postlethwaite, the Practice Manager at Brosnans said “I could not believe the 
amount of attention we received last year 
from our penguin window, people passing 
would just pop their head in and                    
compliment our efforts; I think it really put 
a smile on the faces of all the staff, our           
clients and the locals. I’m not certain what 
the theme is this year, but no doubt it will 
be equally brilliant!” 

Brosnans wish all the Bentham News 
readers a very merry Christmas and a 
healthy and prosperous 2017.  

B  r  o  s  n  a  n  s 
 

C h a r t e r e d        A c c o u n t a n t s 

 

JOB VACANCY 
 

We are looking  to recruit an  

accounts assistant/semi-senior  

with general practice experience  

in  VAT, book-keeping,  

tax returns and  

accounts preparation . 
 

Please send your CV and covering email 
to: 

 
karen.postlethwaite@brosnans.co.uk 

www.brosnans.co.uk 
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Teenage Book Review  
By Imogene Henshaw 

Six Of Crows  

By Leigh Bardugo 
Six of Crows is the first of two books in the Six of Crows 
series by Leigh Bardugo; the second book, Crooked 
Kingdom, has already been released. Six of Crows takes 
place in Ketterdam,  the same 
universe as the Grisha Trilogy 
(also by Leigh) however you 
don't need to have read the            
trilogy to understand Six of 
Crows. 

Kaz Brekker is Dirtyhands, the 
most renowned criminal in the 
barrel; there is no job too difficult, 
too immoral, for him. However 
when he is hired to liberate a 
captive from the prisons in the 
impenetrable ice court, a feat 
thought to be impossible, Kaz 
must recruit some of the most 
dangerous people in the barrel: 

Inej, known as the Wraith Inej, can sneak 
in anywhere undetected, Nina, with the 
Grisha power of heartrending, being able to 
control a person’s body with her mind, can 
kill with just a thought, Matthias,  a                
disgraced soldier, currently wrongfully in-
carcerated in the prison Hellgate, Jesper, a 
sharpshooter with perfect aim and an              
addiction to gambling, and Wylan, an              
explosive expert with an unknown past. 

With his crew Kaz seems confident in his 
ability to complete this monumental task 
and collect the £30 million reward. But has 
he bitten off more than he can chew? 

I really loved this book, as the characters 
are uniquely brilliant and entertaining, and 
the story has so many plot twists and cliff 
hangers that it'll keep you on the edge of 
your seat the whole way through! 

 

Bentham News now has 32            
pages of colour in which we can 
print colour photographs by 
local people of local events. So 
don’t forget to send them in and 
let us know what your club, 
team, or group is doing! Please 
email your stories and infor-
mation to:  

info@thebenthamnews.co.uk 

Don’t forget Bentham News deadline date 

is 12th of December for the January edition. 

mailto:karen.postlethwaite@brosnans.co.uk
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Grasmere Drive, Bentham LA2 7JP 
Tel 015242 63067 or text 07973 481 461 

Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 

Mob: 07768 571407 
 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 

INTERCOUNTY                                        

DRIVING SCHOOL                                               

VAL KAY                                                      
THEORY TRAINING                                

AVAILABLE                                                 

015242 62794                                        
e-mail: 
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 November Town Council 
By Howard Matthew 

Cllrs Adams (Chairman), Bridgeman, 
Handford, Marshall, Pritchard, Stannard, 
Taylor and Vendy attended and apologies 
received from Cllrs Swales and Townson. 

Under “Comments and Concerns” Lin 
Barrington, on behalf of David Alder, 
brought up the position of Bentham Post 
Office now that the decision has been made 
not to move it to the Spar. The Post Office is 
now looking for another venue and the 
Council hoped that this would be achieved 
speedily having regard to the position of Mr 
Alder.  

CCllr Ireton, reporting on behalf of             
Yorkshire County Council, noted that the 
library’s move to Pioneer Projects was           
going smoothly and should be completed 
by April 2017.  He added that a Business 
Plan for the library had been produced and 
Cllr Handford, who has responsibility for 
dealing with Pioneer Projects, added that he 
had a copy of this that was available if            
people wished to see it. The Cllrs felt that 
money for the library should be dealt with 
through the precept application process. 
DCllr Brockbank said that the Friends of 
Bentham Library AGM, when the move 
would be discussed, was imminent and 
town councillors were invited to attend.  

The Town Team has been discussing 
placing new benches and replacement 
benches around Bentham, which raised 
the point of what kind of benches were                   
required. There is potential to provide             
picnic tables as well, especially in areas 
used by walkers, such as the Heritage Trail.  

DCllr Thompson reported that he was 
involved with The Waste Management 
Plan, which was considering ‘co-mingling’ 
which would dispense with blue bags and 
use the blue bins for all recyclable material. 
There was also a proposal to reduce the 
number of recycling sites, although it was 
stated that the bins on the car park at High           
Bentham would not be removed. Cllrs          
discussed business and domestic waste 
disposal and Cllr Prichard felt that the 

Waste Management Review should also 
consider providing small bins for glass and 
plastic. 

Police Report:  There were 3 crimes         
included in the 49 incidents reported in the 
preceding month, 15 of the incidents related 
to the residential schools at Cedar House 
and Glebe House. Co-operation between 
the police and the residential home, 
Evaglades, had improved considerably and 
was resulting in closer liaison. Filling police 
vacancies had been a high priority and it is 
anticipated the Craven area will be at full 
strength by April 2017. The public were 
warned that dark nights mean that crimes 
from travelling criminals will increase, and 
that people should lock their doors early to 
prevent people entering houses, without the 
occupants being aware, and stealing cars 
keys and other valuables left in kitchens. 
Agricultural machinery, especially quad 
bikes, is also a target. There are now more 
Camera Vans in Craven, two based in 
Skipton, and also a motorbike with a tripod 
camera. These check for speeding and ille-
gal use of mobile phones and seat belts. 

Horse & Farrier Parking: A request had 
been received regarding the ownership of 
the land at the front of the building as            
people are parking there and blocking the 
entrances. As the land is not registered it is 
proving difficult to prove ownership and 
CCllr Ireton agreed to speak to NYCC on 
the matter.  

It was agreed to advertise for a Support 
Assistant to the Town Clerk as the growth 
in tasks meant help was required (see              
advert, page  40). 

Highway Matters: Cllr Vendy said the 
post on the junction between Main Street 
and Cleveland Square had been broken and 
the remaining broken metal was causing 
problems. It was agreed to replace it. 
Lakeber Drive’s sign has fallen off, there are 
complaints about Pye Busk’s lights being 
turned off at 10:45pm and Cllr Handford 
said the road surface near the junction of 
Station Road and Hillcroft needs repair. 

As St Margaret’s Church building has 

                            ……./Continued overleaf  
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Town Council (continued from Page 17) 
been sold, a meeting has been arranged                                                                                      
with Rev Russell regarding the removal of 
War Memorials from there to St John’s. The 
Council agreed to a request from the 
Queen’s Pageant master to light a beacon on 
11th November 2018 to mark the end of 
WWI.  

Reports from Councillors: Cllr Stannard 
is now a school governor, and a new head 
teacher will be appointed as Mrs Boocock is 
due to retire soon. Cllr Vendy announced 
that a third defibrillator had arrived and is at 
the Victoria Institute. Cllr Taylor said that 
the visit from a group of refugees had been 
successful. Cllr Marshall suggested there 
should be an award for new businesses, 
preferably sponsored by Craven District 
Council. 

Seating Plan for Future Council                 
Meetings:  Cllr Adams asked the public 
present to suggest improvements to seating                  
arrangements at meetings, and it was              
decided to move the Cllrs’ seating area 
down the sides of the room which should 
bring people closer together. Despite some 
background noise it was felt that the Lower 
Town Hall should be the regular meeting 
place for TC meetings, the next one being on 
5th December at 7.30pm. 

New Parking Scheme Settle 
Market Place And Surrounding 
Streets 
By Rebecca Hill, Settle Town Council 

As you may be aware the new parking 
scheme is to start on the 1st December 2016. 

Signs are now in place and timed parking 
discs are available at 20+ shops in Settle. 
Look out for the poster on display. 

However if you already have one you 
don’t need one that has our logo on, any 
timed disc is acceptable. 

More information about the scheme is on 
our website 

http://www.settletowncouncil.org.uk/
latest-news/ 

Music in the Fells 
 

C O N C E R T  
Church of the Good Shepherd Tatham Fells 

 
 

Celtic Christmas 
Strings 

 
a Festive Feast of Harp & Guitar 

 
with 

 
Chris Newman & Máire Ní Chathasaigh 

 
Sunday 11 December at 2.30pm 

 
Tickets £15 Adult 

£5 (under 18 or student) 
£35 Family 

including Christmas Nibbles and Noggin 
 

From Carole Butcher 63095 
or Jane Proctor 62648 
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October Age Concern 
By Mary Brougham 

Mary and Keith Hartley have been 
missing from Age Concern this 
month and I must admit I felt a touch of 
envy when Mary told me they had been on 
the Isle of Arran as it is somewhere I have 
always wanted to go. They finished their 
holiday with a family get together at Bard-
sey in a house that was formally a hotel. It 
sounded very luxurious and they thorough-
ly enjoyed themselves. 

George was the driver and Liz and Jean 
the escorts when they took a party of us to 
Windermere. Lakeland, which was                    
decorated for Christmas and looked              
absolutely fabulous, was the destination for 
coffee, followed by a trip to Booths Super-
market where most members had lunch. 
Everyone enjoyed the day out. 

On 21st October the Lowgill village band 
that has been together for eight years came 
along to entertain us with tunes from Nellie 
the Elephant through to traditional Irish jigs 
and Scottish reels. Edward Huddlestone 
played guitar and accordion, Anne Wilson 
English concertina, Louise Kitchen several 
types of recorders, Geoff Procter was on 
keyboard and Richard Wilson played the 
Irish drum and the hurdy-gurdy. He                
explained that the hurdy-gurdy was first 
found in Spain and is a very old instrument 
going back to the eleventh century. It is 
beautifully decorated and is now being 
played a lot in France.  

The members who went to the Bentham 
Golf Club on the 27th were delighted with 
the afternoon tea and the entertainment 
provided. They were full of praise, both for 
the venue and the kindness and efficiently 
of the staff. Well done Thomas. 

Raymond Gott gave us an interesting talk 
about his caravan holiday. After crossing 
the channel they had a very eventful                 
journey to Le Ranch caravan site near 
Cannes. He and his family explored the 
lovely French Riviera including a trip to 
Grasse, the perfume capital of France,             

before crossing into Italy and the 
wonderful market at Ventimiglia. 
This was clearly a holiday to            
remember. 

   Thinking about Christmas, my 
friend Kathleen Kelly, believe it or not, has 
already written her Christmas cards and 
they are waiting with stamps affixed to post 
in the next week or so. She is so well             
organised she makes me feel totally                
inadequate, and don’t forget I am writing 
this article in October! You’re too good to be 
true Kath, but we all love you. 

TEMPTATIONS CRAFT BOUTIQUE 
31 Main Street, Bentham 

Tel: 015242 61868 

www.temptationsbentham.co.uk 
 

Be creative for Christmas 
Fabrics, Ribbons and Trims 

Kits and Craft Packs 
Fabric Advent calendars to sew 

http://www.temptationsbentham.co.uk/
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Leonard Tyrer & Son Ltd 

Joiners 
Established 1954 

All types of joinery work undertaken 
 

Grove Hill, Station Road, Bentham 

Tel 015242 62333 

07780788339 

www.tyrersjoinery.co.uk 

 
All joinery work  

Undertaken 
 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
REDHEADS COAL AND GAS 

 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 
All sizes of Bottled Gas delivered 

 

Kindling, Logs, Wood pellets, Prepacked fuel 
Compost and Gro-Bags 

 

We won’t be beaten on  
Price, Quality and Service 

 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

Tel: 015242 41626 

       Settle Chimney  
        Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  

Sweeping Service 
Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls,  
Carbon Monoxide Detectors 

Supplied & Fitted. 
National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683 - 
Mob. 07815 285321  
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People Page 
Thanks 
I would like to say a thank you to all the 
kind people who sent their best wishes and 
cards on the occasion of my hip operation. I 
am recovering slowly now and hope to be 
about soon. Thank you all once again. 
Lydia 
John and Sue Neal would like to thank all 
those who came to John's aid when he               
collapsed on Springfield in early November. 
An ambulance was quickly called and there 
was much kindness from all those who 
stopped to help. Toby, our Labrador, was 
safely retrieved from the main road and 
brought home. After a hospital check-up on 
John the only damage was found to be a 
fractured finger, now in a splint, which gets 
him out of the washing up for a few weeks! 
Joe Morphet would like to wish all family, 
friends and neighbours a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
Rowena Brayshaw wishes her friends and 
neighbours a Happy Christmas and a very 
peaceful New Year. 

Announcements 

Scott Marc Crowther and Helen Rawsthorn 
from High Bentham are delighted to                 
announce their Engagement. Scott proposed 
to Helen while walking their cocker spaniel 
Ben on the Bentham Heritage Trail, which 
was the first walk they did together when 
they met 2 years ago. They plan to marry 
locally next year.  

Your Letters 
Dear BN 

Well... the clocks have gone back,                
mornings are dark and dusky, and those 
dratted yellow paint donuts are creeping 
back on to Bentham pavements and verges. 
Take a stroll down the ginnel between           
Grasmere Drive and Main Street, High           
Bentham. It could well be re-named Dog 
Bog Alley! Charming, isn't it? Clearly some-
one or other is being very careful to make 
sure their pooch poos on the grass. Such 
public spirited consideration! Children           
never stray on to the grass, do they? 

I'm glad to say I get more and more            
support from the good people of Bentham. 
And if Craven District Council still has a 
mind to prosecute me, they know where I 
live! 

Sincerely, Bob Sloan 
 
We would like to apologise for the                  
anonymity of the letter in last month’s issue 
regarding our 30th anniversary.  The sender 
was Keith Cowling.   

Don’t forget, the Bentham and Beyond 

2017 Calendar is now available at the Post 

Office. All proceeds will go to “Sunbeams”. 
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As we mentioned last month in 
BN3601, October 1917 was a very sad 
time in Bentham as yet another              
Benthamer was not going to come 
home. The 9th October was a                    
particularly sad day when we lost 
three men on a single day,; two men 
Percy Preston Whitfield and William                  
Robinson to the mud and bullets of                     
Passchendaele and this time Captain           
William Henry Pollard who was lost at sea. 

Lest We Forget   —   
William Henry Pollard 
Words By Allan Hartley 

Research By Marilyn Hartley 

William was born in 1861 at Hindley near 
Wigan in Lancashire to William1 and Ann1 
Pollard both from Hindley residing at the 
Commercial Inn.  

By the time of the 1871 census something 
had happened to the Pollard family unit as 
William now aged 11 is given as boarding 
with John and Tabitha Wilson and their 
children2 at Ashville, Springfield, High 
Bentham, from where he attended Skipton 
Grammar School3. When Mr Wilson4 died 
he was sent to King Willam’s College on 
the Isle of Man for two years, where he 
obtained an apprenticeship with               
Liverpool ship owners Messrs T and              
J Harrison, getting his Masters Certificate in 
1885 aged 24.  

Sixteen years later in 1901, William is 
now 41 and a Master Mariner whose home 
is now given as Sunnybank, High Bentham 
living with his wife Annie Eliza5  and her 
mother Tabitha Wilson now a widow. In 
the 1911 census William was living in Boo-
tle, Merseyside no doubt to be near his 
work and the sea and was boarding with 
Annie Cunningham who was a widow. 

During the war, in 1915, he was in the 
transport service for the French Govern-
ment sailing between France and New 
York. By 1916 William was serving in the 
Russian convoys when his ship became 
stranded and ice-bound for 12 months at 
the Russian port of Archangel in the White 
Sea. In May 1917 he left Archangel on a 

circuitous journey home via           
India, North Africa and France. 
Somewhere on this journey he 
contracted dysentery. Visiting the 
doctor in Gibraltar he is said to 
have been feeling better and                
being under convoy they sailed 

for England on the 1st October. Sadly his 
well-being didn’t last, and as the days 
passed he became more and more delirious 
and died on the 9th October.   

As his ship was under convoy when he 
died, his body could not be taken ashore 
and Captain William Henry Pollard was 
buried at sea on the 9th October 1917. 

A memorial service took place in early 
November at St Margaret’s Church High 
Bentham for William and other recently 
killed Bentham men with the                          
Rev GCH Bartley officiating who noted the 
mounting cost to the Bentham community 
in the great loss of such fine men. 

William is commemorated on the              
memorial plaque on Station Road, also on 
the memorial plaque at St Margaret’s 
Church, High Bentham. 

William was the 29th Bentham man to 
die. He was 57 and the oldest of                    
Bentham’s men to die during the war and 
the only Benthamer to die at sea. 
 

Notes 

1.     We do not know what happened to William 
and Anne Pollard and the reasons why William 
was sent to live with John and Tabitha Wilson in 
Bentham? 

2. There is no mention of how many children 
there were nor their names. 

3. We believe this to be a reporting error at the 
time of William’s death and our best guess is that 
he attended Bentham Grammar School given that 
he was living in Bentham. 

4.  We don’t know when John Wilson died                  
except sometime between 1871 and 1880.  

5. Annie Eliza Wilson, William’s wife, was the 
daughter of John and Tabitha Wilson. The couple 
married in 1886 soon after William became a 
ships Master. Sadly we have no further infor-
mation of her life with William, when she died 
and if the couple had any children.  
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Bentham Library News 
By John Frankland , 01609 534533 

Email: bentham.library@northyorks.gov.uk 

Winter Bumper Book Sale  

Grab yourself some great reads at Bentham 
Library’s Winter Book Sale, starting 
Wednesday 7th December and running into 
the New Year. The Bumper Book Sale will 
include adult fiction, non-fiction and chil-
dren's books. You’ll be able to take                 
advantage of our special offers and pick up 
some fantastic bargains. Prices start from 
30p. The sale starts at 11am – 4 pm, and 
everything must go… 

Library Christmas Closure 

Bentham Library will close at 12 noon on 
Christmas Eve, and re-open again at 10 am 
on Wednesday 4th January 2017. No items 
will be due back during the closure period, 
so no need to worry about fines. 

Computer Club 

There will not be a Computer Club meeting 
this month because of the Christmas                
closure. The next session will be Thursday 
26th January. Hope to see you there – we’re 
happy to help you with the new tablet,          
laptop, phone you’ve been bought for 
Christmas (if you haven’t already thrown it 
in the bin…) 

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year. 

Library Opening Times 

Mondays 2.30-7pm, Wednesdays 10am-
4pm, Fridays 2.30-5.30pm, Saturdays 10am-
12noon. 
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HORNBY DAY NURSERY 
 Fully qualified staff 

 7.30 to 6.30pm 

 Pre-school Nursery & Education Grant 

 Dedicated Baby & Toddler Facilities 

 Secure outdoor play area 
 

1 Station Road, Hornby.                               
Tel: 015242 22288 

E:info@hornbydaynursery.co.uk 

MEL BOOTH 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

07825749631 
 

GENERAL HANDY-
MAN,  

GARDEN MAINTENANCE,   
GREAT RATES. 

TAI CHI QIGONG  
MAKES THE DIFFERENCE 

Problem with balance and joints? 
Want to feel more calm? 

 

Come to Sole to Soul 
Thursdays 11am -12.30pm 

 

See website for more information 
http://www.sole-to-soul.net/gigong.html 

Bentham News is published at New House, Mewith Lane, Bentham, by a voluntary editorial                   

committee consisting of Shirley Brown, Kathleen Kelly, Ros Lloyd, Howard Matthew, Peter                 
Phillips, Jane Proctor, Richard Wallace, Pam Woof, and Denise Henshaw—co-ordinator, who can 

be contacted on 015242 61515. Emma Greenep works alongside Denise administering the advertis-
ing side of the paper and can be reached on ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk.  Every effort is made to 

ensure that information contained in the paper is correct, however Bentham News is an open            
access paper and views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editorial                       

committee. The committee reserves the right to edit contributions. We are willing to withhold 
names on request, but names, addresses and telephone numbers must accompany  all  items  for 

publication. Please hand in to the Gallery, Station Road or email to info@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
Copy deadline is 12th December for the January edition.  We aim to acknowledge all emails, if you 

do not receive a reply to an email, please contact us again, as it may not have been received. 

 

COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 

MOB 07765 882579 
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Bentham’s Conscientious Objectors In 1916: Part Two 
By Trevor Blackwell 

Apart from the half dozen or so who gained exemption on the grounds that their work 
was of national importance, Bentham's Conscientious Objectors (COs) responded to the 
challenge of conscription in two different ways. Fourteen of Bentham's 33 COs accepted 
non-combatant service in hospitals and in relief work in France and Belgium, usually 
working in the Friends Ambulance Unit or for the Friends War Victims Relief Committee 
(FWVRC). Fred Crossley from Bentham, who worked for the FWVRC,  is now featured on 
the website "Documenting Dissent Lancaster". 

But nine of the 33 rejected any form of alternative service on the grounds that such 
work indirectly supported the war. These Benthamers were known as "absolutists"               
because they absolutely refused to do anything that might support killing. They received 
the harshest treatment and were imprisoned repeatedly during the war. 

Four of these Bentham absolutists were actually brothers from a local farming family -  
William, James, John and Stephen Towler. Recent research by Rosalind Batchelor shows 
that the Towler family were connected to Foss Bank farm in Tatham Fells and Mewith 
Head Hall in Bentham. All four had strong Methodist connections, but also attended 
Quaker Meetings, and William and James Towler later became Quakers.  

Let's take James Towler as an example. James was 27 in 1916 and worked at Mewith 
Head Hall farm. The Settle tribunal refused to grant him absolute exemption, but directed 
him to join the Army Non-Combatant Corps. His appeal against this was dismissed, and 
he refused to join the Friends Ambulance Unit because he considered it a military                 
organisation. He then refused to report for duty, was arrested, and fined at Ingleton. He 
was held in prison at Halifax, where he refused to sign his army enrolment papers, and 
then taken to Richmond Castle where he refused to obey military orders and was held in 
detention before being court-martialled and sentenced to 112 days imprisonment. 

We know James and his brother William were both held at Richmond Castle in 1916 
because Rosalind Batchelor has found a photograph taken in 1972 of some graffiti carved 
into the walls of the guardrooms of Richmond Castle. The graffiti reads:  

(The NCF was the Non-Conscription Fellowship, a national organisation which opposed                  
compulsory conscription.) 

James and William narrowly avoided being included in the "Richmond 16", a group of 
COs which the army decided to send to France where they could be shot for refusing or-
ders. In France they had brutal field punishments inflicted on them, were court-martialled 
and sentenced to death. It was only political pressure back in Britain which prevented the 
sentence being carried out, and reduced to 10 years in prison with hard labour. 

 

                                                                                         …………………./Continued overleaf 
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F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 

01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

 

TAYLORS 
 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 

High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  

9.00am—5.00pm 

Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 

Your memories by Leah 
Video/Photo Preservation, 

Editing and Filming Service 
Please get in touch to discuss your  
requirements 
leah@memorabeleah.co.uk 

015242 62939 or  
07884208950  
 
www.memorabeleah.co.uk 

Bentham Conscientious Objectors Part Two (Continued from page 21) 

James Towler then served repeated periods in Leicester prison from where he was 
released on April 8th 1919, on the same day as his brother William. 

It would be good to know more about these Bentham Conscientious Objectors. What 
they did was - and still is - controversial. But their courageous commitment to practising 
non-violent ways to resolve conflicts still challenges us a century later.   

 (These articles are based on detailed research carried out by David Johnson, Cyril Pearce [now 
available on-line as The Pearce Register of Conscientious Objectors], John Asher of Settle Quaker 
Meeting and Rosalind Batchelor of York Friargate Quaker Meeting. I am grateful to all of them 
for allowing me to make use of their work.) 
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Learn to Drive with  

Sally Moore 
 

Your local, friendly  

Instructor 
 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 

The Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission 
By Mary Taylor 

Admiral Sir John Kerr gave a very                     
interesting and informative illustrated talk 
on The Commonwealth War Graves               
Commission to the Ewecross Historical 
Society in Bentham Methodist Church on 
Monday 31st October. 

Sir John, former Vice Chairman of the 
Commission, spoke about the cemeteries, 
mostly in northern Europe, where soldiers 
who died in the First World War are               
buried, and also people who died of the 
Spanish Flu following the conflict up to 
1921.  Soldiers killed in the Second World 
War are also buried there, but since then all 
fallen service personnel in other conflicts 
are brought home for burial.    

Canada has created a Tomb of the              
Unknown Soldier so that their servicemen 
can be honoured in their own country. The 
Commission has organised the loan of the 
remains of an unknown soldier from the 
Canadian cemetery, no DNA testing is to be 
done on the body, as the solder has to              
remain unknown. 

Rotary Brings  

Santa To Town 
By Lilian Barton 

December is a very busy 
time for the Club when, 
amongst other things, members are out and 

about bringing Santa Claus on his sleigh to 
several villages in the valley. Please take 
note of the date he will come to your             
village: Wednesday 7th - Ingleton, Friday 
9th - Burton in Lonsdale, Monday 19th -                 
Bentham and Tuesday 20th - Hornby and 
Wray. The money collected on these visits 
is all donated to deserving local causes. 
Listen for the Christmas music and you will 
know we are coming. Santa Claus and his 
helpers look forward to seeing you. 

 

  

mailto:leah@memorabeleah.co.uk
http://www.memorabeleah.co.uk
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Hair Studio             
              Cath Blackwell, 

                 Homeleigh, 

       Fourlands, 

                 Bentham, 

                LA2 7EX 
 

   Tel: 015242 62510 

   Mob: 07796 148900 

 

 

 

 

MARK WATSON 

HOME & GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE 

 
 

Gardening and landscaping services,  

mowing, strimming. Hedge cutting, fencing, 

paving, turfing and power washing.  

Loft insulating and pointing. 

07759680938   07759680943 

015242 62038 
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Craven Concerns About 
Housing 
By D.Cllr Ian Thompson 

Cllr.ithompson@cravendc.gov.uk  

Tel: 015242 62472 

One year ago I included a paragraph in            
Bentham News’ Craven Concerns about 
CDC’s participation in a North Yorkshire 
network of Rural Housing Enablers (RHE) 
who are working to identify the housing 
needs of our rural communities. Last month 
I had the opportunity to see for myself the 
difference that our RHE, Emily Grogan, has 
made for the people of Skipton and nearby 
villages. We toured four housing develop-
ments that have recently been completed or 
will soon be ready for occupation. The tour 
opened my eyes and challenged some of my 
pre-conceived ideas. The developments 
differed in numbers and sizes of home, but 
had a common theme that each contained a 
mix of homes for sale and for rent. Emily 
has successfully negotiated with developers 
to avoid the segregation of affordable homes 
in clusters but instead has ensured that they 
are integrated throughout the sites avoiding 
the feeling of “us and them”. 

We have all been thinking about what the 
next version of the Local Plan will mean for 
us individually, but is it now time to put our 
heads together as a community to influence 
the type of development we want for the 
Bentham Ward? If enough people are              

interested in being actively involved, we 
could participate in North Yorkshire’s            
Community Led Housing scheme. This 
would help us to identify the level and type 
of housing required in our area and to look 
at how we can meet our needs. 

If you want my support to set up a local 
project team please contact me, my contact 
details are above. 

ON 2 OCCASIONS  IN NOVEMBER a 

vehicle parked on KING STREET, HIGH                 

BENTHAM has had some of the wheel 

nuts loosened/removed. This potentially 

could have led to very serious conse-

quences for the driver  and passengers. 

Anyone with information regarding this 

incident is asked to contact PC830 Barbara               

PARSONS at North Yorkshire Police on 

telephone number ‘101’ quoting incident 

number 12160203779. 
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Events in December 
Town Hall Codes: TB Ballroom LH Lower 
Hall WR Wenningdale Room 
Thu 1st Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon,  
 Bat’N’Chat.  And every Thurs. 
 1-3.30pm, Piper’s Painters.  And 
 every Thurs. 
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Thurs. 
 Town Hall, 9.30-10.30am, Pilates. 
 And 8th, 15th & 22nd.  LH. 
 7-8pm, Boxercise.  And every Thu. TB 
 7.30-10pm, High Bentham WI. LH. 
 Looking Well, 1-4pm, Art Shed, 
 Community Art.   And 8 & 15th.  
 Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm, 
 Welcome-In.  Dominoes and tea for 
 all ages, for transport contact 
 Anthony 63156.  And 15th. 
 Bentham Footpath Group,  
 Dolphinholme, 9 miles, Leaders 
 David  and Sheila Longton, 61838 
 See page 37. 
Fri 2nd Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, 
 Age Concern.  Bentham Praise Choir. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Fri.  
 4-7pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Fri. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 6-7pm, 
 Yoga.  And 9th & 16th. 
 Looking Well, 10.30–1pm, Art 
 Skills Development. For details ring 
 62672. And  9th & 16th.  
Sat 3rd Town Hall, 10am—12noon,  St John’s 
 PCC Coffee Morning. TB. 
Sun 4th Clapham Village Hall, 1-4pm,                                                
 Bentham & District Pet Rescue 
    Christmas Afternoon Tea 
Mon 5th Lairgill Car Park, meet 9.30am, 
 Walks for Women.  And  12 & 19th . 
 Pioneer Projects, Looking Well,  
 Carers group with Making Art For 
 those with Memory Loss  both 10.15 -
 12-15pm ring 62672 for details. 
 Town Hall, 1-3pm, N Y Horizons. 
 And 12 & 19th. WR. 
 1-4pm, Indoor Bowls.  And 12th & 
 19th. TB. 
 7-8pm, Boxercise. Every Mon. TB. 
 8.15-9.15pm, Boxercise. Every  Mon. 

 7.30pm, Council Meeting. LH. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Office Open. And every Mon. 
 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Mon. 
 3.45-6pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Mon. 
 6:15-7:30pm, Tai Chi. Every Mon. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 10-11:30am, 
 Toddle-in for parents and carers with 
 children 0-4.  And 12th. 
 6.15-7.30pm, Springboard for 
 children aged 7-11 years.  And 12th. 
Tues 6th  Pioneer Projects, Looking Well, 
 10.30am, Looking Well Tuesday 
 and Community Lunch at 1pm. Café 
 and Soup.  Writers Group, 11.30-1pm. 
 And 13th. 
 Town Hall, 9-10am, Mature Movers.  
 And 13th. LH. 
 10am-12noon, Craft Club. And every 
 Tues. WR. 
 10.15-11.45am, Contemporary Ballet 
 And 13th. LH. 
 7-8pm, Aerobics. And 13th & 20th.TB. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, 
 Office Open. And every Tues. 
 3.45-8.30pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Tues. 
 Bentham Primary School Hall,  
 6-7pm, Yoga. And 13th 
 Cedar House School, 6.15-7.45pm 
 Low Bentham Badminton Club.  
 And every Tues. 
Wed 7th Pioneer Projects, Looking Well,   
 2-4pm, Art for All. Art Group. And  
 14th. 
 8-9.30pm, Singing for All.  And  14th. 
 Tel David Burbridge 01539 621166 for 
 further details. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Wed. 
 11:30am-2:15pm, Community Link 
  Café. And every Wed. 
 3.45-8.30pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Wed. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 9.30-
 10.30am, Pilates with Sally Horn. 
 And every Wed. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11:30am, 
 Coffee  Morning. Donations to 

  25  

 

CARE & SUPPORT WORKER JOBS IN INGLETON 
 

Support Workers      Ref: LDS/884 
Jenkin Lodge, Ingleton 

£14,300 per annum plus a £1.25 per hour enhancement  
payment for designated night shifts and weekend working  

Various hours available 
Up to 37.5 hours per week on days—Permanent 

Up to 36 hours per week on nights—Temporary until September 2017 
(Shifts to be worked over 7 days including mornings, afternoons, weekends, some 

Bank Holidays) 

Jenkin Lodge, Ingleton 
You will be providing care and support to clients who have varying needs including learning  

disabilities, physical disabilities and challenging behaviours; promoting independence and  
helping them get the most out of life. This will include providing personal care and support,  

and assisting with household tasks. 
More important than experience is a caring and respectful attitude.  We provide ongoing  
training and support. Other benefits include access to our Employee Benefits Scheme,  

an Employee Assistance Programme and our Group Personal Pension Scheme.   
 

To have an informal discussion about the vacancy, please contact Sean Martin or Suzie Martin on 

01524 241745. 

To apply, please visit our website www.st-annes.org.uk to submit your application online. 

Closing date: 18th December. 
Interview date: TBC 

 local charities. And every Wed.  
 Ingleton Community Centre 
 10am-12 noon, CAB. And  21st. 
 Bentham Library, 11am-4pm, Winter 
 Book Sale starts until the New Year. 
 See page 29. 
Thu 8th Looking Well Studios, 7.30 pm, 
 ‘Open Bethlehem’, Palestine film 
 night,  see page 41.  
 Hornby Inst., 7.30-9.30pm,  ‘Presents  
 With A Wow’.  £4 incl. refreshments. 
 See page 46. 
Fri 9th Masonic Lodge, 10am- 2.30pm,  
 Age Concern. Table Decorations. 
 Town Hall,  9:30-11am, Little Stars 
 Toddler Group. And 16th. 
Sat 10th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, 
 Bentham School Coffee Morning, TB. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Book swap. And every 2nd Sat. 
 Bentham Footpath Group, 
 Cockerham, 7.5 miles, Leader  Robert 
 Baines,   41452.  See page 37. 
Mon 12th Pioneer Projects, Looking Well,  
 10.15am-12.15pm, Making Art, ring 

 62672 for details.  For those with 
 Memory Loss and their carers.  

BENTHAM NEWS DEADLINE 
Tues 13th Methodist Church, 2.15 pm 
 Monthly Bright Hour, Favourite  
 Carols and readings. 
Fri 16th Town Hall, 9.30-11am, Little Stars 
 Christmas Party.  See  page 46. 
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30 pm, 
 Age Concern.  Christmas Party. 
 Methodist Church, 7.30pm, Bentham
 Praise Christmas Concert. 
 Admission £5.  
 The Centre @ Halton, 7.30pm, Robin 
 Hood. £8 adults and £5 children.  Buy 
 at The Centre or www.adhoctc.com 
Sat 17th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, 
 MIND Coffee Morning. TB. 
 Bentham Methodist Church,
 7.30pm, Swinging into Christmas,  
 an evening of music for Christmas.  
Fri 30th  Bentham Footpath Group, 
 Local, 5 miles, Leader  Ed Badley, 
 62502. 11am start. See  page  37.   
Sat 31st The Centre @ Halton,  Ceilidh.  

http://www.st-annes.org.uk

