
     

 

We Will Remember Them 
Photograph By Peter Rollinson 



2  

 

Supporting the North West Air Ambulance and Cancer Care 

Live Dance Band Full Carved Buffet 

Grand Raffle 

Tickets (£30) tel: 62373, 61329 or 62669 

Dress Code: Formal or Lounge Suit Please 

Gallery Of Glass 
Gary and Annette McMillan stand in front 
of their recent commission for Cartmel Pri-
mary School, by G. McMillan. See page 9. 

Beth’s Story 
Beth Williams is pictured below aged 14, 
after being rescued from the sea when the 
Benares, a ship that she and another 87 
evacuee children were on during the second 
world war, was bombed. More on page 15. 
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October Town Council  
By Alice Ellwood 
All the Cllrs were present except Cllr 
Pritchard. DCllrs Barrington and Brock-
bank were also present along with 10 mem-
bers of the public, at what turned out to be 
quite a lengthy meeting. 

During comments and concerns, it was 
mentioned that the public often had diffi-
culty hearing at the Council meetings, and 
that sometimes prior knowledge was as-
sumed. The Council discussed ways to im-
prove the volume in the hall. A member of 
the public also expressed concerns about 
parking by Crow Trees in Low Bentham.  

Cllr Brockbank spoke about the super-
fast broadband that will be coming to Ben-
tham soon, and the launch day, which was 
to involve the library, auction mart and 
Barclays bank. 

She also raised concerns about children 
who leave the care homes in Bentham by 
themselves, attempting to go home without 
permission. She asked if there was anything 
the Council could do as she felt they are 
part of our community and consequently 
our concern. The Council has had meetings 
with the care homes in the past and they 
will see if another meeting could be ar-
ranged to discuss this. 

Members of the Council have been talk-
ing to a member of North Yorkshire High-
ways about possible 20mph speed limits in 
the town centre. The NYH representative 
was doubtful that this would be a possibil-
ity, however the Council were to contact 
our MP to see if there is anything further 
they can do to take this matter forward. The 
Council also suggested that all accidents 
and incidents on the roads should be re-
ported to support traffic calming requests.  

Another highway matter was the ab-
sence of a central white line on the Bentham 
side of the county border on Wennington 
Road (the B6480), but the Clerk has been 
told that it will not be repainted as the road 
is not considered wide enough. The pot 

holes in Mewith Lane were also mentioned 
later on in the meeting. 

Street lighting by the new school was 
discussed as three poles and lights had 
been removed and now needed replacing. 
Also some bulbs are not working in Low 
Bentham. The lamppost numbers were to 
be given to the Town Clerk, who would 
report them as requiring new bulbs. 

A possible dropped kerb outside the 
surgery or Sole to Soul was discussed. The 
main issues for this project appeared to be 
funding, with both North Yorkshire and 
Bentham’s budgets being accounted for 
until the financial year 2015/2016. The coun-
cil were to contact North Yorkshire High-
ways and consider getting a quote. 

The Council is continuing to work on the 
Neighbourhood planning questionnaire, 
which is now almost completely collated. 
Once the data has been assembled, it can be 
discussed. 

The Council also discussed signs with 
speed cameras in Bentham that tell drivers 
how fast they are driving, as there had been 
an obvious positive response to when they 
were present before. Costs were to be ob-
tained before this was discussed further. 

There was significant discussion about 
recording of Town Council meetings by the 
public. There was the suggestion that the 
Council should also record their meetings, 
in case any clarification was required at a 
later date. There were several ways sug-
gested of doing this, and costs were to be 
obtained for equipment. 

Cllr Vendy attended the Green Dog 
Walkers meeting, at which only 4 members 
of the public were present. There was a lot 
of useful information and he hoped to have 
Green Dog Walkers in Bentham soon. 

Correction  
Last month parking charges were being dis-
cussed for Grasmere Drive car park, not 
Cleveland Square and the road under dis-
cussion in paragraph nine was the B6480, 
not Burton Road. 



4  

 

Fruit & veg, wholefoods and eggs  
20% off cheese on Tuesdays 

Longley farm cream and yoghurts.  
English Lakes Ice cream  

Big range of Hawkshead Relish Jars 
Flowers, plants & gifts 

Tel: 015242 61904 

www.flowerfields.co.uk 

Gardening Tips 
By Joyce Knapp 

By November all us 'hardy' garden-
ers can really begin to make a difference to 
our plots as we no longer need to spend 
much of our time removing weeds and 
pests or watering plants. We can stand back 
and take a good long look at what is left in 
the ground, be it the remains of a vegetable 
crop e.g. leeks, Brussel sprouts and pars-
nips or decorative, evergreen plants such as 
conifers and Box.   

Once we have surveyed the garden, we 
can start to make plans for any alterations 
that may be either necessary, or just de-
sired. This may take the form of a major 
make-over, say re-siting of paths, beds or 
borders, or something relatively minor such 
as moving a shrub to the back of a border as 
it becomes too large to continue its life at 
the front.  

This year I intend to remove one of my 
three established rhubarb plants as we no 
longer have much use for the edible stems 
of this particular plant within our fam-
ily.  By doing so, I will create yet more 
space for growing vegetables next year and 
I can divide the root I dig up into at least 
three new pieces that will be given out to 
friends, family and neighbours who have 
all requested some of this reliable plant.   

Another way of moving things on in the 
garden came about when I was re-potting 
large pots and troughs in the back yard.  I 
found several so-called 'dwarf' conifers had 
reached a height of almost a metre and 
looked decidedly top-heavy where they 
were, so I took them out of the containers 
and made space for all of them in the bor-
ders around our garden, where they can 
continue to contribute a green back-drop 
throughout the winter months. Having 
done this, I then replaced them with much 
smaller specimens in order to allow suffi-
cient room in the containers for other plants 
to thrive and for the under-story of bulbs to 
make their way up through in the spring. 

I have noticed that the vegetable garden 

has produced abundant crops this year, the 
most successful being carrots, parsnips, 
shallots and broccoli and I even managed to 
produce some reasonable cauliflowers - 
now there’s a first. © 

Nature Notes 
By David Fisher 

While setting up my fishing 
tackle to do sea fishing at Sand-
side, a kingfisher flew alongside the railings 
by the sea shore, which is near the River 
Kent. This was better than catching any 
fish, which I didn’t even get on this occa-
sion, as I was using the wrong bait! Next 
time I will use black lug worm instead of 
mackerel. 

Speckled wood butterflies are about 
close to home. But no sign of any migratory 
fish on the Wenning due to no rain filling 
the rivers yet. Bats are about though, look 
out for them at dusk. Also spot the red 
grouse on Burn Moor this month. 

 ST.ANTON IN ARLBURG - AUSTRIA    

A 12 DAY COACH HOLIDAY  
27th. July — 7th. August 2015  

Based at the 4*Hotel Arlburg 3 min. from town 

centre. Dover –Calais Ferry  

2 Overnight stops each way.  

4 Excursions included in the price.  

£855.00 based on two sharing Single £955.00  
We use an Executive Coach Supplied by  Bibby’s 

of Ingleton. There is no overnight travel.  

For more information please contact   

Susan Adams 015242 61182 
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Contact Barry  

07828 172677 

Who’s the Minister? 
By Mary Winters 
I write today from my perspective as a 
‘Quanglican’ – that is, somebody who is part 
of both the Anglican and the Quaker tradi-
tions.  In my Anglican life, I am a Reader (a 
sort of non-ordained Minister), and a couple 
of weeks ago was obliged to attend a re-
licensing service in Blackburn Cathedral, 
where we all renewed our commitment to 
our role within the Church. 

As usual, I began the service in a cloud of 
irritation over the loss of a precious Satur-
day. However, spending the whole service 
feeling like that really would be a waste of 
my Saturday, so eventually I composed my-
self to listen – and was glad I did, for the 
Bishop’s sermon gave much food for 
thought. 

Of course the Bishop was buttering up the 
Readers who sat in rows and rows in front of 
him – he wants them to continue in their 
tireless and unpaid work! -- but I believe he 
was sincere in the remarks he made about 
the shared nature of ministry. He observed 
that the term ‘going into the Ministry’ is 
usually used of the ordained ministry – i.e. 
becoming a vicar. He said that his usual re-
action when somebody tells him that he/she 
is ‘going into the Ministry’ is that if they’re 
not already  a minister, then they’re not 
ready for any particular job description 
within ministry.  In other words, all Chris-
tians are called to be ministers. 

My Quaker side was smiling inwardly at 
this point, and reflecting that this is some-
thing Quakers have always known. Right 
from the beginning, Quakers have actively 
avoided hierarchical structures in which 
some have authority over others. This for-
mat sprang partly from the belief that each 
individual is able to seek and experience the 
light of God for themselves. In practical 
terms, it means that nobody can tell any-
body else what to do, and that no decisions 
can be made without the authority of the 
whole Meeting. 

Does that sound like a recipe for chaos? 
Surprisingly, it isn’t. If people are genuinely 

seeking to discern the right way forward 
and are listening to each other, good deci-
sions tend to get made. It does, however, 
take time. 

Quakers are very much aware of the fact 
that their decision-making process is a lei-
surely one. The famous Quaker version of 
the light bulb joke (Google it!) could only 
have been written by a Quaker, and it is 
Quakers who laugh the most loudly over 
it. But they also feel a deep satisfaction that 
everybody ‘owns’ the decisions made in this 
manner, and that nobody is left out of the 
process.   

Shared ministry is also bound to be more 
successful in making sure that the needs of 
individuals are noticed and met. Most con-
gregations have always recognised this, and 
every community has its army of ‘good 
neighbours’ who quietly go about minister-
ing to others. They don’t expect a title or 
special recognition. They do it because it’s 
an essential part of being human. And it’s 
practical, too; a parish that insists that minis-
tering to others is strictly ‘t’Vicar’s job’ is 
bound to experience less ministry than one 
in which the responsibility is shared. 

The traditional Anglican structure of au-
thority based on an ordained ministry has a 
long and, in many ways, successful his-
tory.  But it was interesting to hear an Angli-
can bishop reminding a congregation that 
true ministry can only be carried out suc-
cessfully if everybody sees their own name 
on the job description. Perhaps he was not 
just commenting on his view of the present, 
but pointing us towards the future. 
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Age Concern  
By Liz Tonge 

Hello again Bentham News readers! This is 
what we've been getting up to in Septem-
ber. 

We kicked off on  the 5th with our Fri-
day drop-in at the Masonic Hall on Station 
Road. A lovely meal was had by all, pro-
vided by Eileen our marvellous cook, after  
which we all discussed our favourite 
books. Members brought in the books 
which, for whatever reason were special to 
them and explained why that was. We 
listened to some very interesting and en-
tertaining explanations. 

On the 10th we had a day trip to Conis-
head Priory where we had  a tour of the 
priory  and a very interesting video about 
Buddhism and contemplation. The peace 
and calm of the place is amazing, defi-
nitely good for the spirit. On the way to 
Conishead we stopped at Ulverston for a 
lovely lunch, and enjoyed the very scenic 
ride home. 

On the 12th we had our second drop-in 
of the month, and after lunch we were 
treated to some gentle exercise and relax-
ing Tai Chi techniques from Tony 
Bennett. Everyone agreed that they felt 
better and less stiff afterwards, and we are 
hoping that Tony will become a fairly 
regular fixture in the new year. 
On the 19th, at our Friday drop-in Wendy 
Dowbiggin treated us to a talk entitled 
"memories", where she took us on a nostal-
gic tour of Bentham as it used to be. She 
took us on a virtual tour of Main Street 
and reminded us of the shops that used to 
be there and the people who ran them. It 
brought back a lot of happy memories for 
most of our members. 

On the 26th the entertainment at the 
drop-in was members’ favourite recipes. 
This was yummy as people brought sam-
ples of their favourites in for us to try. We 
were treated to biscuits, cakes, peanut but-
ter biscuits and many more. It was great! 

Our last event for Septem-
ber was on the 30th. We 
took a party of members 
for a ride to the Lake District to look at the 
"Autumn Tints". On the way we stopped 
at Low Sizergh Barn for coffee, and after 
viewing some breathtaking scenery in the 
Lakes, we went to Keswick for a scrummy 
lunch. Another busy month for us.  

Come and join us, we'll make you very 
welcome. 

F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 

01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 
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What Has Your Council Been 
Doing This Month? 
By Cllr John Vendy on behalf of Bentham 
Town Council 
A quiet month by Council standards! 

The Finance Committee: 

The quarterly Finance Committee meeting 
has been postponed for a week and will be 
included in next month’s update. 

Recording of Council Meetings: 

Although this was discussed at the 
monthly Council meeting and may be 
mentioned in the usual report, this is quite 
significant and we feel worthy of further 
explanation.  

New legislation means that anyone can 
now record any public Council meeting 
(audio and/or video recording). The Coun-
cil is obliged to provide “reasonable facili-
ties” for your recording, so to help us give 
you the best opportunity, it is beneficial to 
give the Council (via the Clerk) some no-
tice of your intention. Be aware that you 
may be asked to pause recording if “a 
child, vulnerable person or member of the 
public speaks and objects to being re-
corded”. The aim is for the recording proc-
ess not to disrupt the meeting so we would 
ask that movement to adjust equipment is 
avoided and there are no interruptions to 
normal business. 

The Council is also considering the op-
tion of making our own recording to act as 
a detailed record of discussions (beyond 
the summary of the minutes) for ourselves. 

For further information and advice, please 
contact the Town Clerk or a Councillor. A 
“Plain English” guide to the new regula-
tions is available from http://bit.ly/1tFcsAP 

There is an opportunity at the monthly 
Council meeting for anyone to raise issues 
with the Council. You might not get an 
immediate answer, but we will strive to 
get one for you as soon as possible. If 
you'd prefer to speak privately with a 
Councillor, the “Drop-In” is open from 
7pm on the evening of the monthly meet-
ing, or you can approach any Councillor or 
the Town Clerk at any time. Contact de-
tails are on the notice board outside the 
Town Hall entrance.  

The next monthly meeting open to the 
public is Monday, November 3rd at 
7:30pm. 

Bentham's been a-buzzing! 
By John Vendy 

Have you wondered why your crops have 
done so well this year? Did you notice an 
increase in the numbers of bees visiting 
your garden flowers this summer? It's 
partly down to the rising number of bee 
hives kept by the Natural Beekeepers in 
Bentham.  

Come along to the BEST Green Café on 
Tuesday 18th November at 8pm in the 
Looking Well to hear how the bee popula-
tion has expanded, and discover some of 
the benefits of Natural Beekeeping. Visit 
greenbentham.org.uk or phone 63399 for 
more information. 

 

LOGS LOGS LOGS 
 

Firewood, Kindling Bags or  
Loads, Seasoned Logs. 

Free Local Delivery 
Bentham Road, Ingleton. 

Call David on  
Tel: 015242 41521 

Mobile: 07713055404 

TEMPTATIONS CRAFT BOUTIQUE 
31 Main Street, Bentham 

Tel: 015242 61868 
www.temptationsbentham.co.uk 

Knitting and Crochet Classes 
have started again 

Every Tuesday 6.30 – 8.30pm 
£4 per session –  

no need to book just come 
along to the shop. 

All levels welcome including beginners  

http://www.temptationsbentham.co.uk
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Footpath Matters 
By Kate Rowe 

September was yet another 
lovely month for walking, 
but as I write this, October 
has become very autumnal with wind and 
rain. Our October walks, hopefully, will 
have avoided the worst days, and these 
three November walks may even be sunny 
and frosty! All meet at Lairgill at 9:30am. 
For anyone new to the area, we meet at 
Lairgill, the large car park in Bentham on 
the left as you head towards Clapham. We 
share transport. Why not join us and get to 
see the lovely countryside, whilst enjoying 
some healthy exercise? 

The first walk on Thursday 6th Novem-
ber takes us up to Shap for a walk of about 
five miles. It starts from the car park in 
Shap village then we cross the fields to 
Rosgill village and wander back along the 
Lowther Valley to the ruins of Shap Ab-
bey. The route then takes us to the village 
of Keld and back to Shap passing the Gog-
gleby Stone. 

On Friday 14th the Rathmell/
Whelpstone Crag walk of eight and a half 
miles starts from the car park in Rathmell. 
Leaving the village along Back Lane, the 
route crosses fields to Long Gill Brook then 
goes up the valley via the Brayshaws and 
over rough pasture to reach the summit of 
Whelpstone Crag. The return will be via 
the Sheep Wash on Rathmell Beck. 

Sunday 23rd is a Silverdale/Yealand 

walk of eleven miles, which starts at Eaves 
Wood car park and goes into the Silver-
dale village centre by way of The Cove. 
From there we take the path to Woodwell, 
Heald Brow, and Quaker's Stang and cross 
the road to Crag Foot. Then we climb over 
the ridge to the north of Warton Crag until 
we overlook Leighton Hall which we drop 
down to on the way to Yealand Storrs. The 
route then takes us round the other Hawes 
Water to Arnside tower and back to Eaves 
Wood via the Pepper Pot. 

AVAILABLE LOCALLY - A FANTASTIC  

SELECTION OF AMAZING CHEESES 

VISIT AWARD-WINNING THE COURTYARD DAIRY FOR 

DELICIOUS RARE AND UNUSUAL FARMHOUSE CHEESES 

A65 NEAR SETTLE - OPEN EVERY DAY -

WWW.THECOURTYARDDAIRY.CO.UK 

AVOID THE CHRISTMAS QUEUES  

PRE-ORDER FOR CHRISTMAS AT THE SHOP NOW 
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Leonard Tyrer & Son Ltd 

Joiners 
Established 1954 

All types of joinery work undertaken 
 

Grove Hill, Station Road, Bentham 

Tel 015242 62333 

07780788339 

www.tyrersjoinery.co.uk 

Ruposhi 
Indian Restaurant & Take-Away, Fully Licensed 

 
 

Taking Booking for Christmas now.  
Small and large parties accommodated for. 
Open throughout Christmas and New Year. 

Christmas Day Booking Available.  
Call in for further information. 

Opening hours: 
Sun-Thurs 5:30pm—11pm, 
Fri & Sat 5:30pm—11:30pm 

015242 63400 

Bentham’s Own Stained 
Glass Studio 
By Shirley Brown 

It’s a pleasure to walk into our local glass 
studio in Low Bentham. It’s light and airy 
and full of colour, interest and some sur-
prises. 

I met Gary and Annette McMillan there 
recently as part of BN’s occasional series on 
local craftspeople to discover that they are 
very busy and full of enthusiasm for the 
work they are doing here. 

They met as art students at the University 
of Wolverhampton, the old Stourbridge 
School of Glass. After graduation, wanting 
to move somewhere beautiful, Gary found 
work glass blowing in Ambleside while An-
nette did metal forging in Kirkby Lonsdale. 
But each was keen to be self-employed, so 
they built up their own workshop gradually, 
starting by working with a small kiln from 
home in Grange-over-Sands, then in Lindale 
and finally here in Bentham. They have had 
their own business for twelve years. They 
are happily settled here with their nine year 
old daughter Hannah, a keen swimmer who 
has her parents driving her to swimming 
club activities most days of the week. With 
the business going from strength to strength 
and new ideas in the pipeline, Gary and 
Annette expect to be in the local area for 
many years to come.  

Stonegate is their home, their workshop 
and studio, their showcase gallery and also a 
shop. They do work by commission but also 
make beautiful glass and ceramic objects to 

sell both in their shop and in galleries 
throughout the country. For example their 
work is selling well in Cornwall at present. 
This has been a particularly good year for 
them as they exhibited at the British Craft 
Trade Fair in Harrogate in April, and in May 
won a Silver Award as best glass designers 
in a national magazine, ‘Craft & Design’. In 
addition to the school window at Cartmel in 
the photo on page 2. They also created a 
school window for Tatham Fells school. The 
design for these windows starts with work-
shops with the children, incorporating their 
ideas into the final piece. A commission 
which gave them particular pleasure re-
cently was developing a pond surround for 
the sensory garden of RSPB’s Leighton Moss 
nature reserve. They have also just com-
pleted a memorial window with a Three 
Peaks theme for the new wing of Airedale 
Hospital, which will open shortly. 

However their work is not only on a 
grand scale. They have Christmas decora-
tions, candle holders and soap dishes from 
as little as £2.50, gorgeous jewellery and 
other small gifts. There’s also a Baby Wave 
range of personalised baby hand and foot 
prints engraved in glass, and trophies for 
sporting events or leaving gifts. I was par-
ticularly taken with the splash backs for 
bathrooms and kitchens, and the stained 
glass designs for front doors. These would-
n’t break the bank, and they’re all “Made In 
Bentham” – what could be better than that? 
If you’ve never been to see Gary and An-
nette’s studio and shop before, then why not 
visit it this month? Find out more at 
www.stonegategallery.co.uk  
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Your Letters 

Dear Bentham News, 

Lin Barrington in the Octo-
ber BN suggested we submit ideas for the 
future of St. Margaret's Church:  

St. Margaret’s could become the Ben-
tham Heritage Centre, housing books, ar-
chives, exhibitions etc. about the Bentham 
area, its history, its industrial develop-
ment, about farming and so on.  It could be 
open to the public and available for meet-
ings, conferences, talks, civil weddings, 
civic events or for hire; there could also be 
catering facilities and toilets and wash-
room facilities. There might, in time, be 
some level of church use for groups.   

There are quite a few families in the area 
going back generations, one or two even to 
the early 1600s! Many have old records, 
photos or artefacts that they would be re-
luctant to see leave the town. Quite a few 
of these records are currently stored in 
private houses, often at great inconven-
ience. It would bring great peace of mind 
and be of real service to the community if 
these could be properly archived and cu-
rated in our own heritage centre. 

How to pay for it all? Funds are avail-
able for the purchase and preservation of 
redundant churches (eg. the Friends of 
Friendless Churches);  they are also avail-
able from other sources for community 
developments of this kind.  

As plenty of redundant churches have 
already been used like this, advice is read-
ily available. Local industry might also 
step in if the church is to be used to house 
and preserve their archives and for confer-
ences. There may be other lo-
cal benefactors. The Library Service might 
consider using such a facility for some of 
its own services or resources. 

The vestry and sanctuary end of the 
church could be converted into a couple of 
units of housing, which would help cover 
running costs.  There would I gather be a 
need to install suitable sewerage facilities - 
perhaps a cesspit tank. 

The entire south facing roof surfaces 
could be covered with photovoltaic cells to 
produce electricity to help make the pro-
ject self-sufficient (and perhaps sell on 
surplus electricity) and there could also be 
a solar unit for producing hot water, not 
only for the water, but also to produce a 
level of central heating to keep the prem-
ises suitably dry and warm.     

Paul Hypher 
 

Dear Bentham News 

Richard Wilson’s article in last month’s BN 
drew our attention to the value of shop-
ping locally. He pointed out, though, that a 
few specialist items were not available 
locally, for which he has to travel to, using 
his word, ‘Bigsville’. 

Small shops are limited in the range 
they can offer. However, if they work to-
gether, they can complement each other 
and therefore provide that service.  

From Richard’s list, it would seem that 
the Growing with Grace shop in Clapham 
can fill in the gaps, without taking any-
thing away from the shops of Bentham. 
Perhaps he, and others, would like to 
check it out. Growing with Grace would 
welcome any initiative to work coopera-
tively with other local shops to provide a 
more comprehensive service to the com-
munities we serve. 

Name and address supplied 
 

Dear Bentham News 

I am an atheist with strong views on main-
taining the secular nature of our schools 
until children are at an age to make their 
own judgements on religion. How-
ever  T.B. Hardy, the army chaplain who 
won the D.S.O, M.M and V.C., was a gal-
lant man whatever his beliefs, and has a 
strong association with Bentham due to his 
headmastership of Bentham Grammar 
School. I would like to support Paul Hy-
pher's suggestion that the new school now 
being constructed should bear his name. 
He was someone of whom all Bentham can 
be proud. 

Pete Parkins 
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 Christmas Post 2014 
By David Alder 

This article is being written on a bright and 
balmy October day which somehow makes 
the subject matter appear far away in the 
future - but the special Christmas stamps 
come out on Tuesday 4th November and 
the count down to the festive season will 
have begun! 

Recommended Last Posting Dates 
Last Surface Overseas dates have passed but 
it is still possible to post surface parcels to 
Eastern Europe – by 4th November – and to 
Western Europe – by 18th November. 

Last Airmail dates are: 

* in the week commencing Monday 1st 
December for Asia, the Far and Middle East, 
Australasia, Africa and Central/South Amer-
ica; 

* in the week commencing Monday 8th 
December for Eastern Europe. North Amer-
ica, and Western Europe; 

 * last Inland Second Class posting date is 
Thursday 18th December, and last Inland 
First Class posting date is Saturday 20th 
December. 

Specific country information is available 
at post offices or from www.royalmail.com/
greetings. 

Advice On Posting 
Please:    

* write the address and postcode clearly  

* include a return address 

* package items securely 

* check whether the item is restricted [e.g. 
perfume/aerosols/lithium batteries] 

* check the size and weight of each item 

* use ‘Signed For’ for items worth be-
tween £20 and £50  

* use  ‘Special Delivery’ or Parcelforce for 
items worth over £50. 

Christmas Parcel Promotion 
From Monday 20th  October 2014 until Sun-
day 18th January 2015 there will be reduced 
prices for certain small parcels – further in-
formation is available at post offices. Please 

note also that the maximum size of inland 
small parcels will be increased to 45cm x 
35cm x 16cm from 20th October.  

Good luck with your postings and we 
will provide a further update about Christ-
mas arrangements in the December issue of 
‘Bentham News’. 
 

Edward ‘Teddy’ Magoolagan, 
A True Bentham Lad  
1890-1915 
By Andrew Chappell 

I feel I must respond to the entry in the Octo-
ber issue of Bentham News about Edward 
Magoolagan. He was my great, great Uncle 
and my family are very proud of him. I was 
fortunate enough, like Edward, to play foot-
ball and cricket for Bentham; it must be in 
the genes.  

Edward, born in Bentham in 1890, not 
Ireland as stated in the October issue, was 
the youngest of 10 children who were all 
also born in Bentham of Irish parents. His 
parents were William and Ann Magoolagan, 
who were married on the 17th January 1874 
at the Catholic chapel in Bentham. 

His siblings were Eliza, Catherine, Mary 
Ethel, Thomas, my great Grandfather, Han-
nah, Rose, Robert, Margaret and Lavinia, 
most of whom married locally and their 
descendants still live in Bentham to this day. 

Amongst these are the Chappell, Carter, 
Lister, Clark, Thistlethwaite, Bush and Wil-
liams families to name a few. 

The family lived mostly on Lairgill, but 
the 1911 census shows them living on Main 
Street. 

His war record states that he was enlisted 
on 13th June 1915. Edward was awarded 
three medals, the 1914/15 Star Campaign 
Medal of the British Empire, the Victory 
Medal and the British War Medal, this 
medal was automatically awarded in the 
event of death on active service. 

If anyone would like to look at the infor-
mation we have on the Magoolagan family, 
please feel free to contact me.  
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Laurence Binyon  1869-1943 
By David Johnson 

‘They shall not grow old, as we that are left 
grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years 
condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the 
morning 

We will remember them.’ 

From ‘For the Fallen’  

These lines, uttered throughout the world 
on or around Remembrance Day, are famil-
iar to us all but how many of you realise 
that Laurence Binyon, the poet who wrote 
this poem, spent much of his early child-
hood within 3 miles of Bentham at the vic-
arage at Burton in Lonsdale?  Indeed it is 
possible that he and his mother walked the 
streets of Bentham and maybe took the 
train from Bentham Station when Laurence 
went away to school. 

Laurence was born in Lancaster on 11th 
August 1869.  His father, Frederick, and his 
mother Mary were awaiting the completion 
of Burton in Lonsdale church and vicarage. 
His father Frederick eventually took up the 
position as the vicar there in 1876.  Burton 
was a busy, prosperous place with a thriv-
ing pottery industry. It is clear from his 
poem ‘Inheritance’ that Ingleborough and 
this locality made a great impression on 
Laurence and the lines about that mountain 
reflect this:      ‘Beautiful, dark, 

And solitary, 

The first of England 

That spoke to me.’ 

As he grew he left Burton and he pro-
gressed through St Edward’s Grammar 
School, Chelmsford to the Godolphin 
School, Hammersmith and finally to St 
Paul’s London before attending Trinity 
College Oxford where he was awarded the 
Newdigate prize for poetry. 

In 1893 he was appointed as an assistant 
in the department of printed books at the 
British Museum and later moved to the 
Department of Prints and Drawings. He 

became well known among the art critics 
and was a friend of John Masefield and 
Arthur Ransome. 

He was too old to join the forces in 1914 
but he was very moved by the stories and 
tragedies that occurred at the Battle of 
Mons and he joined ‘The Civil Force’ as a 
nursing orderly. His experiences gave rise 
to such moving poems as ‘Fetching the 
Wounded’ and ‘For the Fallen’  

After the war he travelled the world re-
ceiving academic honours in profusion. 

He died aged 73 in Reading on 10th 
March 1943. 

If you are interested in visiting the Western 
Front and the battlefields of the Somme 
and the Salient, Allan Hartley is organising 
a short tour in May 2015 with Bibby's 
Coaches in Ingleton. For details email 
Allan at HartleyAlmal@aol.com or tele-
phone 015242 61173.  

mailto:HartleyAlmal@aol.com
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Lest We Forget - 
James William Bell 
Words by Allan Hartley 

Research by Marilyn Hartley 

James is listed on the WWI 

memorial plaque at the Town Hall on the 

left-hand column sixth down. James is also 

listed on the memorial plaques at St John’s 

LB and the Victoria Institute LB. 

In the 1911 census, James was listed as 
being 19 years old, living with his mum 
Elizabeth and his dad John at  “The Cross-
ings” Tatham. Prior to that his mum came 
from Halifax  before moving north in 1905 
to Low Bentham with James (their 2nd son) 
three sisters and three other brothers. 

 James enlisted early on in the war at 
Skipton on the 7th December 1914 as a Pri-
vate in the 6th Battalion of the Duke of Wel-
lington’s Regiment, being billeted at Don-
caster for training, where he remained until 
13th April 1915 when his Company was 
sent to France. 

The stress of such news for the family 
was far too much for James’ mum Elizabeth 
to bear and she died of heart failure on 23rd 
April 1914, aged just 53. 

Once posted to France, the Duke of Wells 
soon found themselves moving to Belgium 
and the Salient, taking part in the Second 
Battle of Ypres 22 April to 25 May and the 
depressing prospect of trench warfare. 
James wrote of life in the trenches, that 
“you were quite safe as long as you kept 
your head down, don’t be curious to look 
over the parapet, you’ll get shot, it’s the 
shell fire which does the damage.” He also 
noted the sheer devastation, the damage to 
property of wrecked homes, gutted burnt 
out buildings. “If only people in England 
could see the destruction they would wake 
up that this is a mighty War.”  

As a soldier, James performed his duties 
admirably with his Commanding Officer 
noting that he was a hard working lad 
ready to do his duty no matter what the 
conditions. Unfortunately for James his luck 
run out, being killed in action 23rd August 

1915, whilst fighting in the trenches. James 
has the sad distinction of being the fourth 
Bentham man to be killed. 

Prior to the war James worked at LB Silk 
Mill, then as a shop-assistant for nine years 
at LB Co-Op. Perhaps a note for our 
younger readers that James was in full-time 
employment when he was just 14. He was a 

member of Bentham Parish Church choir 
(St John’s), also a keen sportsman playing 
football and cricket and was Secretary on 
the Games Committee at Victoria Institute. 

A memorial service was held for James 
(and others) at St Margaret’s Church HB, 
and the Parish Church (St John’s) LB.  

James is buried on the Salient at the 
Colne Valley Cemetery, Boesinghe to the 
north of Ypres, Belgium near to where he 
fought and died aged 23. 

It seems as if James was rather a good 
egg, as the flag on Victoria Institute was 
flown at half-mast when his death was an-
nounced. 

Acknowledgements 

Photo; Craven’s Part in the Great War 

Craven Herald and Pioneer 
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Low Bentham WI 
By Jennifer Watkinson  

Before his talk Tony Mac handed a facsim-
ile of a boarding card which was given to 
all who sailed on RMS Titanic in 1912. He is 
passionate about the liner and its passen-
gers and he was able to fill two tables with 
books and memorabilia all about the ill-
fated ship. It was built in Belfast and was 
the largest and most luxurious liner in the 
world. He described in detail the journey 
from Southampton to Cherbourg then 
Queenstown (now known as Cobh), Ireland 
where it took on immigrants from Cork. It 
collided with an iceberg in the North Atlan-
tic three days later. We were told about the 
partitions that separated the three classes of 
passengers and the crew, and the selfish-
ness of some of the passengers. He also 
compared the two subsequent films of the 
event with actual eye witness accounts. He 
was thanked by Christine Jennings for his 
very interesting talk. The competition win-
ners for a holiday souvenir were Kitty Eller-
shaw, Barbara Vigour and Sheila Brown. 

Several members attended "Women and 
the Home Front", Tatham Fells commemo-
ration of the first world war which was 
performed in the Church of the Good Shep-
herd. The programme of poems, music, 
scenes and war time popular songs were 
cleverly brought together by the narrator. 
Afterwards we followed illuminated can-
dles into the old school where a glass of 
wine or punch and delightful nibbles and 
cakes were served. The only downfall was 
the slice of "trench cake" which was served 
at the end. It was awful! 

At the Ingleborough annual show held 
in the Ingleton Community Centre Low 
Bentham came second in the cooperative 
section for their depiction of the seaside. 
Christine Jennings won the best exhibit in 
the produce class for her fruit cake. Our 
team came fourth in the preliminary round 
in the North West Yorkshire Federation 
quiz which was held in Clapham village 
hall. 

Seven members were welcomed by 

Karen Standing and her assistant when they 
visited Tulchan of Cowan Bridge. After 
refreshments she enthusiastically intro-
duced this season's co-coordinated range of 
clothing followed by a preview of next 
year's Spring Collection. We were then free 
to browse and purchase from the shop at a 
10% discount. Afterwards some members 
went to Ireby Green for lunch. 

The next meeting will be on 20th No-
vember  when Ann Morgan will be giving 
demonstrations of flower arranging. The 
competition is for a vase.   

Tatham Fells WI 
By Mary Taylor 

Tatham Fells Old School buzzed with 
laughter and talk on Tuesday evening when 
Women’s Institute members each made a 
bracelet from buttons, helped by the 
speaker Jan Towlson from Nether Kellet 
and her mum.  Jan displayed some of her 
work and told of her introduction to Button 
Jewellery making, she now demonstrates all 
over the country and even exports to Japan, 
saying that a single button could be worth 
£4,000.   

Ruth Garstang thanked the speaker who 
judged the competition, the best button 
bracelet made during the evening; winners 
were Kath Dickinson, Bronwen Osborne 
and Kath Coats. 

President Carole Thurnham thanked all 
who had helped with the Institute’s five 
item entry in Bentham Show, this had 
gained second prize; she also congratulated 
all members who had exhibited at the 
show.  Mary Lawson, a former member had 
won Best in Show with a knitted sweater, 
which had been brought to the meeting for 
all to see. 

The President also thanked all who had 
contributed to the WI coffee morning in 
Bentham, raising £282 for WI funds. The 
day out at Levens Hall last month had been 
a great success. The evening concluded 
with refreshments provide by Jean Easterby 
and Ruth Garstang.  

Next month is the Annual meeting with 
a quiz and sales table.    
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Elizabeth Mary Williams  
By Lesley Barker 

It is with sadness that BN has learned of the 
death of Elizabeth Mary Williams (Beth to 
everyone). She died peacefully, aged 88, 
having escaped death 74 years ago. This is 
her remarkable story. 

Beth was born in Scotland in 1926; she 
had two older brothers who she idolised. 
When she was four, her father was killed in 
a train accident in Carlisle. Her mother 
moved to Liverpool to be near her extended 
family. Liverpool, because of the docks, was 
a dangerous place to live during the war, so 
when in 1940 Beth’s mother heard of a 
scheme to evacuate children to Canada, and 
as the family had relatives there, she 
thought this would be the answer for Beth’s 
safety. The two brothers were already serv-
ing overseas. 

Aged fourteen, Beth boarded the City of 
Benares along with 87 other precious chil-
dren to join a regular convoy travelling to 
Canada. The journey was considered to be 
very dangerous so during the early part of 
the voyage they were not allowed to sleep in 
their nightwear, had to wear life jackets at 
all times and practised many life saving 
procedures. Well into the crossing, and 
thinking they were safely out of troubled 
waters, the destroyer protecting the convoy 
left, and the children were told they could 
now safely sleep in their nightclothes, but 
still with life jackets on. Just before midnight 
on 18th September 1940 a German U boat 
fired a torpedo which struck the ship, and 
tragically the ship sank. The children, all in 
nightclothes, were loaded into lifeboats. 
Beth’s lifeboat overturned and all the chil-
dren were tossed into the cold waters of the 
Atlantic. The convoy obeyed orders and 
continued on its way, leaving the children 
and crew of the Benares to their fate.  

Beth remembers going down, down, 
down, then miraculously finding a rope in 
the darkness and clinging on to it. She used 
it to pull herself towards the upturned boat 
where she found a few other people, includ-
ing her friend Bess, also clinging on for dear 

life. Throughout the night the two girls hung 
on. But as the night passed all the other peo-
ple on the upturned boat died and slipped 
away into the water. At daybreak Beth and 
Bess were the only two people still hanging 
on. Bess thought they should swim south, 
but as Beth couldn’t swim, they just contin-
ued hanging on. Eventually, some ninteen 
hours after the Benares had gone down, a 
destroyer appeared to rescue them. Of the 
88 children aboard, only twelve survived. 76 
children died that night. 

Beth thought an angel was rescuing her; 
in fact it was the ship’s doctor who carried 
her aboard the rescue vessel. Her hands had 
to be prised off the rope and within a day or 
two her entire body was black and blue. She 
was taken to a hospital in Scotland and at-
tributes her recovery to her doctor-saviour, 
who she remained friends with for the rest 
of her life. Beth’s mother had no idea what 
had happened to her daughter, as there was 
a news blackout during the war. However 
she was eventually reunited with Beth in 
Scotland, where they remained for the dura-
tion of the war. 

Beth made a decision as she clung to the 
lifeboat for nineteen hours on that fateful 
night that if she survived she would live life 
to the full in memory of all those children 
who now could not. I believe she did just 
that. She went on to follow a career in the 
Royal Insurance Company in Liverpool, to 
be happily married to Glynn, her soul mate, 
for 44 years and to retire to Bentham in 1985, 
an area she had fallen in love with when 
staying in the Goodenbergh Caravan Park.  

Anyone wanting to know more about this 
event can do so by reading Ralph Barker’s The 
Children of the Benares. 

Christmas Fair 
Low Bentham Victoria Institute will be hold-

ing their annual Christmas Fair on Sunday 

30th November at 10am - 2pm. 

There will be various Christmas stalls , 

gifts,  refreshments and a raffle. 

Come along and enjoy our festive event. 
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N.S.P.C.C. News 
By Susan Adams (Chairman). 

Some more ‘thank yous’ are due this month: 
Firstly to Bernard Ellershaw, who has for 
the past nine years helped diligently with 
the waste paper collection. Bernard will be 
retiring from this job at the end of the year, 
our good wishes and thanks go with him. If 
you feel you might like to help with this 
task please give Hazel Lawson a ring on 
61896, Hazel is the person who oversees the 
monthly collection, and we continue to 
thank her for the work she does on our be-
half. Can I thank also all those who continue 
to bring their waste paper to our collection 
point. Collections are on the third Friday of 
each month on Lairgill car park. Look out 
for details in Bentham News. Our volun-
teers are there from 8:30am -  11am. Please 
do not leave your paper etc. after 11am. as 
there is nobody there after this time to load 
the container.  

This Autumn the Bentham branch re-
ceived an award from the regional head 

office in Leeds as we collected the highest 
amount of money in our annual house to 
house collection in the whole of the Hum-
berside and Yorkshire region.  Thank you to 
all who gave. Well done to the folks of Ben-
tham Burton and Wray. Our fund raising 
events continue, and our next event will be 
the coffee Morning and Cracker sale in Ben-
tham Town Hall on the morning of Satur-
day November 8th.  

Several years ago we ran an open garden 
event, which took the form of a trail around 
both High and Low Bentham.  We have had 
one or two enquiries as to whether or not 
we might stage the event again. If you feel 
you might like to offer your garden to be 
part of this scheme, all sizes of gardens are 
welcome to join in, please get in touch asap. 
You can ring me, on 61182 or Carolyn Woof 
on 62254. We will need in excess of fifteen 
gardens to make the event viable. If there is 
sufficient interest we hope to hold the 
event  over the weekend of July 11th and 
12th next year.  
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Craven Concerns 
By Lin Barrington 015242 61034 

cllr.lbarrington@cravendc.gov.uk 

Draft Local Plan 
You can still comment on the proposals for 
where we should build houses and provide 
land for industry and employment, but 
you’ve only got until 3rd November! If you 
want to comment online, the link is 
www.cravendc.gov.uk/article/4455/New-
Local-Plan. 

Superfast Broadband Launch  
Around 60 people expressed an interest in 
superfast broadband at the event which was 
held on 14th October at Bentham Library and 
the Auction Mart.  Also see page 20. 

Forest of Bowland 
It’s the AONB’s 50th anniversary this year; 

as part of my Councillor duties, I am Craven’s 
representative on the Forest of Bowland’s 
Joint Advisory Committee, which meets in 
various locations around the AONB. The 
April meeting was held in Bentham at the 

Town Hall, and as I write this I’m preparing 
to set off in search of Dunsop Bridge Village 
Hall for this afternoon’s meeting. Having the 
meetings spread around the area makes it fun 
for me to search out places I would probably 
never discover for myself, and I have been to 
some lovely village halls, in varying states of 
modernisation. The disadvantage can some-
times be struggling to hear what’s being said 
in an echoing hall; there are usually at least 20 
people sitting around the table representing 
County, District and Local Councils which 
support the Forest of Bowland, plus represen-
tatives from United Utilities, RSPB, Ramblers, 
Bowland Land Managers Forum etc., as well 
as the people working for the AONB who do 
some fantastic work on projects and conser-
vation. Visit www.forestofbowland.com for 
more information. 

Car Parking Charges 
Craven District Council’s Select Committee 
will be meeting on 12th November to discuss 
parking charges again, so we’re keeping our 
fingers crossed that we get the result we want 
i.e. continued free parking. Also see page 20. 
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Pioneer Projects 
at the Looking 
Well 
By Sean Sanderson 

Bonfire... 
The bonfire and fireworks 
are taking place as usual 
with ticket prices the same 
as last year, £3.50 and £1.50 
and it is sure to be an enjoy-
able event. Samba/reggae 
group ‘Drum Machine’ who 
hail from Hebden Bridge will accompany 
the event along with Poi Swingers. A range 
of refreshments will also be available. Pio-
neer Projects will provide a large LED  lan-
tern for the bonfire event.  

...But No Lanterns 
It is with great regret that Pioneer Projects 
and the Bonfire Committee have agreed to 
cancel the lantern procession due to unex-
pected additional costs of road closure and 
traffic management.  For more information 
about this year's bonfire event visit 
www.benthambonfire.org or see their Face-
book page by searching for 'Bentham bon-
fire'. 

Looking Well at Weekends 
As the weather gets colder, why not drop in 
to Looking Well on Saturdays. Our lovely 
warm building is open from 11 till 4 with a 
simple soup lunch served around 12:30. 
Whether you work on your own project or 
help with whatever is happening on the 
day, you are welcome, and your children 
are welcome with you. This month we are 
have two special afternoon sessions.  

Learn Something New! 
Learn how to stamp and heat emboss 3D 
cards to make something special for Christ-
mas. Karen Wright will lead a  workshop 
on Saturday 8th November upstairs at 
Looking Well from 1 to 4pm. Cost £15 with 
all materials included. To find out more 

and to book your place, 
phone Karen on 07875 
615648.  

The OWN NOW Carers 
Group, which meets once a 
month at the Looking Well 
is for people who are car-
ing for someone who is 
living with dementia. The 
group is a safe setting to 
meet with others who un-
derstand. The group is a 
creative session where we 
talk together and create 

artwork and stories which develop from 
interests and thoughts, ideas and feelings of 
the group. Please ring Sean 015242 62672 if 
you would like to come. Pioneer Projects 
are on Facebook – www.facebook.com/
PioneerProjects. For more information on 
Pioneer Projects and our activities please 
ring Sean 015242 62672 or check out our 
website www.pioneerprojects.org.uk 
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OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS 

Ewecross Historical Society 
By Mary Taylor 

Sir John Kerr, chairman of the Ewecross 
Historical Society, welcomed guest speaker 
Gail Newsham to the first meeting of the 
season in Bentham Town Hall on Monday 
evening, 29th September. 

Gail gave an enthusiastic and exciting 
illustrated account of a Ladies Football 
Team, Dick Kerr’s Ladies, named from the 
owners of a Munitions Factory, Mr Dick 
and Mr Kerr in the North of England. 

The team formed during World War One 
and went on to win football matches all 
over the country and abroad; the speaker 
showed slides of the teams over the years 
and of large supporting crowds. She said 
that in 1921 the Football Association fa-
voured the men’s game, and women were 
sidelined until 1971. After about 40 years of 
success the team were disbanded in the 
1950s. Gail answered questions and was 
thanked by the chairman. 
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Good News For Bentham 
By District Councillor Linda Brockbank 

High Sheriff of North Yorkshire visits 

Bentham  
On 2nd October the High Sheriff of North 
Yorkshire Mr Tom Ramsden came on an 
official visit to Craven. As chairman of Cra-
ven District Council I was his host. First we 
visited Broughton Hall Business Park and 
then on to Bentham. The High Sherriff was 
particularly interested to see how Arts and 
Health work together, so Looking Well 
seemed the perfect choice. Here we had the 
opportunity to meet with staff and discuss 
some of the ways in which art is used to help 
people with health problems like demen-
tia. Afterwards we visited the library and 
library staff explained how the new machine 
for loaning and returning books worked and 
we discussed how the partnership between 
NYCC and Friends of Bentham Library came 
about. A tour of High and Low Bentham 
completed the visit. The High Sheriff was 
impressed with Bentham, he commented on 
how attractive the area is and was impressed 
by the number of community buildings, or-
ganisations and the great community spirit 
we have here. 

Superfast Broadband 
It’s here at last! For those living within 1.2 
kilometres of a green cabinet you should 
now have access to superfast broadband. 
Although most people in High and Low Ben-
tham have access to Superfast Broadband, 
those living to the west of Bentham will have 
to wait a little longer I am afraid.  The reason 
is because BT are having to build a new net-
work to cover that part of Bentham and this 
won’t be completed until at least December 
2014. As I receive more information I will 
keep you up to date via Bentham News or 
you can contact me on 015242-61598. Alter-
natively you can contact the superfast broad-
band project via the internet at http://
www.superfastnorthyorkshire.com/home. 
Also see page 28. 

Car Parking charging update 
Craven District Council’s review of its car 

parking policy identified Grasmere Drive car 
park in Bentham as a place where they want 
to introduce charging for parking. Before 
CDC can introduce charging for parking at 
Grasmere Drive car park it must be granted a 
Traffic order by North Yorkshire County 
council. CDC have consulted with NYCC 
prior to applying for a traffic order and 
NYCC have said they will not support charg-
ing on Grasmere car park as it will displace 
vehicles out onto the already congested 
streets. If CDC wanted to appeal against the 
decision of NYCC it would have to apply to 
the Secretary of State.   

I have always said I am against car park-
ing charges in Bentham as I believe it will 
displace cars onto the streets and will dis-
courage people from using the shops here, 
which ultimately will result in the shops 
closing.  So I will continue to resist charging 
for car parking in Bentham on your behalf.   

Car Parking Charges 
By Trevor Blackwell 
We’ve just heard some good news. North 
Yorkshire County Councillor David Ireton 
has informed Bentham News that the Coun-
cil has decided that it would not support 
Craven District Council if Craven were to 
seek a traffic order to introduce car parking 
charges at Grasmere Drive in Bentham. 
North Yorkshire County Council has taken 
this decision because it is concerned about 
the congestion and obstruction that would be 
caused by the displacement of vehicles onto 
residential streets, and the problems this 
might cause for the emergency services. 
David Ireton also told us that he had been 
very impressed by the quality of the many 
comments and responses he had received 
from organisations and individuals in Ben-
tham, and he was sure that these had carried 
weight with North Yorkshire in its decision. 

We understand that Craven District Coun-
cil is presently reviewing its proposals on car 
parking charges. It would be a great relief to 
the people who live and work in Bentham if 
Craven were to decide not to pursue this 
matter any further. It might even lead us to 
think good sense had broken out in the land. 
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Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 

Mob: 07768 571407 
 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 

M.J. CARR 
Plant and Tool Hire 

With or without certified operator 

4 x 4 and trailer available  

for light haulage 

Pest and Vermin Control 

Competitive rates 

Contact Matthew 07817945637 

The Little Gym 
By Alison Hanson 

Never heard of it? 
 It used to be known as 'Shapely Does It' 

but several of our male members didn't feel 
it reflected their intentions! So 'Shapely 
Does It' became The Little Gym and that is 
exactly what it is ... a little gym with six 
toning chairs, a vibrogym (a vibrating plate 
loved by the celebs!), a cross trainer, a 
treadmill and a recumbent bike. The gym is 
suitable for men and women of all fitness 
levels.  

We are a co-operative which means eve-
ryone can have a share in the running of the 
gym and we are volunteer run and are al-
ways looking for new members and volun-
teers.  

If you have never visited us, or are a 
lapsed member (shame on you!) why not 
call in for a free trial or, better still, you can 
have a Week's Free Membership from Mon-

day 11th November until Friday 15th No-
vember when the gym will be open from 
4:30pm until 6:30pm and Saturday 16th 
November from 9am to 12noon. Everyone 
will be very welcome and shown how to 
use the equipment. So why not come and 
try it out! You'll find us in Miller's Court 
(through the black gates to the right of Ben-
tham Imaging and down the slope) or give 
us a call on 015342 62112.  We look forward 
to welcoming you! 

 

Fabrics for the Outdoors 
Tel: 015242 63377 

Embroidery Service 
Email: sales@pennineoutdoor.co.uk 

*** 1/2 Price Remnant Sale *** 
Come on up and have a look! 

Thermal, Water resistant and Wind resistant fabrics. 
Suitable for a whole variety of projects inc. Sweatshirt pieces for rag rugging. 

 

1st Floor, Central Buildings, Main St. Bentham, LA2 7HE (up the steps next to Bentham Imaging) 
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HORNBY DAY NURSERY 
 Fully qualified staff 

 7.30 to 6.30pm 

 Pre-school Nursery & Education Grant 

 Dedicated Baby & Toddler Facilities 

 Secure outdoor play area 
1 Station Road, Hornby.                               

Tel: 015242 22288 
E:info@hornbydaynursery.co.uk 

 

Café Culture 
Licensed Café, Bar & Bistro 

Open 9:00 am 'til 4:00 pm Monday to Saturday 
Sunday Lunch from 12:00 'til 3:00 pm 

Bistro Night – on the last Friday of each month 
Private party bookings welcome –  

just tell us what you want 
Christmas menu available for  

party bookings during December 

Call in for more details at  
37 Main Street, High Bentham 

015242 63150 
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COUNTRYSIDE PETS 
Dog Grooming & clipping 

By Patricia at her parlour in Ingleton 

Over 30 years experience 

All Breeds catered for 

Pick up service available 

Telephone :-                                                       

07792 843951 or 07772 276411 

J.L. ARMSTRONG 
Builder 

 

New Builds, Extensions,  

Conversions, Stonework. 

City & Guilds Qualified. 

Telephone 015242 63011 

Mobile 07729558475 

Your memories by Leah 
Video/Photo Preservation, 

Editing and Filming Service 
Please get in touch to discuss your re-
quirements 
 

leah@memorabeleah.co.uk 
015242 62939 or  
07884208950  

Time For Tea 
By Dorothy Stubbs, photograph by K. Hartley 
‘Sunday tea’ has now revived in Bentham. 
These are for any live-alone person in the 
area. Volunteers will drive you to the venue 
and we hope to have one a month from 
now on, either in our homes or at Looking 
Well. This one at my home had a total age 
of 679; giving us an average of 67.9!  If you 
would like to know more email 
Mary.robinson @contact-the-elderly.org. 

Bentham Calendar Available  
By Jo Burton, Town Clerk. 

The 2015 Bentham Calendar is now avail-
able from both Bentham Post Office and 
Bentham Imaging, and this year proceeds 
will once again go to Bentham Community 
Bonfire. 

As always our sincere thanks go to our 
generous sponsors:- our new first time 
sponsors Butler Interiors, CM Slinger & 
Sons & Myers Building Supplies; and 
also  our constant supporters AI Harrison & 
Co, Atkinson VOS, Bentham Imaging, Cra-
ven Construction, Dalehead Vets, Grove 
Hill Garage, HB Plumbing & Heating Ltd, 
Mark Burrow Electrical Ltd and S & W Fab-
rications Ltd; for once again meeting the 
full production costs of the calendar, which 
has been produced using Bentham talent 
and local businesses.  

At £7.50 it will make a great Christmas 
present! Limited numbers are available so 
please buy early to avoid disappointment. 

mailto:leah@memorabeleah.co.uk
mailto:Mary.robinson@contact-the-elderly.org
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Events In November  
Sat 1st  Looking Well, 11am—4pm, 
 Welcome Weekends -  Drop in and see 
 what’s happening. And every Sat. 
 Town Hall, 10am-12noon, High  

 Bentham WI Coffee  Morning. 

Mon 3rd Lairgill, 9:30am, Walks For 
 Women. And every Mon. 

 Bentham Methodist Church,  
 10-11:30am, Toddle-in for parents and 
 carers with children 0-4. £1 per  family. 
 And every Mon. 

 3:45-4:45pm, Adventurers for children 
 aged 4-6. And every Mon. 

 6:15-7:30pm, Springboard for children 

  aged 7-11 years. And every Mon. 

 Victoria Institute, 10am-12noon, Office 
 Open. And every Mon. 

 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link Cafe. 
 And every Mon. 

 6:15-7:45pm, Tai Chi. And every Mon.  

 Town Hall, 10-11am, Zanna’s Adult 

  Ballet. And every Mon. 

 Ballroom, 7-8pm, TNT  Fitness. And 

  every Mon. 

 7:30pm, Town Council Meeting, with 
 drop in from 7pm. All welcome. 

 Ingleborough Community Centre, 
 8pm, Bentham, Ingleton and Burton 
 MENCAP group AGM. 

Tue 4th Victoria Institute, 10am-
 12noon, Office Open. And every Tue. 

 3:45-9pm, Helen Howard School of 

  Dance. And every Tue. 

 Wenningdale Room, 10am-12noon, 
 Craft Club. And every Tue. 

 Looking Well, 9:30-11:30am, Light  

 Leg Stretchers—walking group for 
 men and women. 

 10:30am-12:45pm, Community 

 Tuesday@Looking Well. Coffee, 

  newspapers and chat. And every Tue.  

 11am-1pm, Creative Writing Group. 
 And every Tue. 

 12:45-1:30pm, Community Shared 

  Lunch. Homemade soup and bread.
 And every Tue. 

 Town Hall, 10-11am, Zanna’s Mature 
 Movers. And every Tue. 

 6-7pm, Yoga. And every Tue. 

 7-8pm, Aerobics. And every Tue. 
 Town Hall, 7:30pm, Fracking Meeting. 
Wed 5th Looking Well, 2-4pm, Art 
 for All. Quiet art group with mutual 
 support. And every Wed. 

 N.S.P.C.C. monthly meeting, 7:30pm 
 at Lingfield, Robin Lane. 

 Bentham Methodist Church, 10-
 11:30am, Coffee Morning. Donations 
 to local charities. And every Wed. 

 Victoria Institute, 10am- 12noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Wed. 

 11:30am-2:15pm, Community Link 
 Cafe. And every Wed. 

 2-3pm, Line Dancing. And every Wed. 

 3:45-8pm, Helen Howard School of 

 Dance. And every Wed. 

 Town Hall, 6:30-7:30pm, Jordan  
 Armstrong Fitness. And every Wed. 

 Methodist Church, Market Place 
 Books from Kendal, Christmas cards, 
 calendars, books, CDs etc. Free entry. 

Thur 6th Looking Well, 1:30-4:30pm, 
 Community Art Shed. And every Thur. 
 Victoria Institute, 9:30am-12:30pm, 
 Art Group. And every Thurs. 
 1-3:30pm, Pipers Painters. And every 
 Thurs. 
 10am-12noon, Bat ‘N’ Chat. And every 
 Thur. 
 4:15-8:15pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance. And every Thur. 

 Town Hall, 7pm, High Bentham WI. 

 Town Hall Ballroom, 7-8pm, TNT 
 fitness. And every Thur. 

 Bentham Footpath Group Shap, 6 
 miles, Leaders David and Janice Toft 
 62570. Meet at Lairgill 9:30am. 

Fri 7th  Methodist Church, 1:30-
 3pm, Sunbeams for parents with 
 children with disabilities and special 
 needs. 

 Looking Well, 10:30am-1pm, Art 
 Skills Development. And every Fri. 

 Masonic Lodge, Age Concern, quiz. 
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Fri 7th  Victoria Institute, 10am 
 12noon, Post Office Services. And 
 every Fri. 

 10:30-11:30am, NYCC Baby babble  
 for babies under 12months. Course  
 runs every Friday until Dec 12th.  
 Call 01609 533990 to book a place. 

 1-7pm, Helen Howard School of 

  Dance. And every Fri. 

 Town Hall, 9:30-11am, Little Stars  
 toddler group. And every Mon. See  
 page 43. 

 11am-12:30pm, Craven    
 Customer Services. And 17th. 

 6:30-7:30pm, Yoga. And every Fri.  

Sat 8th  Methodist Church, 12-
 1:30pm, Jumble Sale. Any  
 donations please drop off on morning 
 of sale or email Sarah on 
 farad7@aol.com to arrange  
 collection.  

 Town Hall, 10am-12noon, NSPCC  
 Coffee  Morning. 

Mon 10th Bentham Community First 
 Responders. Training at Burton,  
 7pm. 

 Deadline for cover pages of BN. 
Tue 11th Methodist Church,  
 2:15pm, Bright Hour. Also 25th.  

Wed 12th Methodist Church, 1:30- 
 3pm, Welcome Wednesdays, NCCC  
 babies and toddlers group. Also 19th  
 and 26th. 

Thur 13th Bentham Methodist Church, 
 2-4pm, Welcome-In, dominoes and  
 tea for all ages. For transport, contact  
 Anthony 63156. Also 27th. 

Fri 14th  Town Hall, Film Group. See  
 page 36. 

 Bentham Footpath Group Rathmell/ 
 Whelpstone, 8.5 miles, leaders Sue  
 Badley and Ann Butcher 62502.  Meet 
 at Lairgill at 9:30am.  

 Masonic Lodge, Age Concern,  
 Bentham  Recorder Group. 

 Last Brown Bin collection. They will 
 restart on 6th March 2015. 

Sat 15th Victoria Hall, 10am-12noon, 

 Book swap. 

 Town Hall, 10am-12noon, St  

 Boniface Coffee  Morning. 

 Deadline for main pages of BN. 
Mon 17th Town Hall, 1-4pm, Indoor 
 Bowls. Also 24th. 

 7:30pm, Three Peaks Film Night, 
 The Lemon Tree. Also in Clapham 
 on the 18th and Settle on the 19th. 

Thur 20th Victoria Institute, 7:30pm, 
 Low Bentham WI. See page 14. 

 Methodist Church, 7pm, Pensioners 
 Party. Supper followed by  
 entertainment. 

Fri 21st Masonic Lodge, Age  

 Concern, Rag Rugs. 

Sat 22nd Town Hall, 10am- 

 12noon, Badminton Club Coffee  
 Morning. 

Sun 23rd Bentham Footpath Group
 Silverdale/Yealand, 11miles, Leader 
 Ed Badley 62502.  Meet  at Lairgill at 
 9:30am.  

Mon 24th  Town Hall, 7:30pm,   
 Bentham Agricultural Society AGM. 

 Lower Hall, Ewecross Historical 
 Society, The Love  Life of John of 
 Gaunt. 

Fri 28th Masonic Lodge, Age  
 Concern, Christmas Card Making 
 with Kay Piper. 

 Bentham News Distributed. 
Sat 29  Methodist Church, 7am onwards, 
 ‘Thru the New’ a reading aloud of the 
 New Testament. See page 34. 

 Town Hall, 10am-12noon  

 Agricultural Society Coffee  

 Morning. 

Sun 30th Victoria Institute, 10am-
 2pm, Christmas Fair. 

Christmas Coffee Morning 

Wednesday 3 December 9.30 - 12.30 
Bentham & District Pet Rescue 

Gifts, Cards, Calendars, Tombola, Christ-
mas Hampers Raffle 

Refreshments  
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Longstaffe's Educational 
Foundation 
By Clive Story 

Longstaffe’s Educational Foundation has a 
long history. A Mrs Longstaffe of York died 
around 1713 leaving £200 in her will to pro-
vide for poor relief in the Parish of Bentham. 
In 1725 Thomas Baynes left property in his 
will, and in 1738 his widow, Isabel added to 
this; the income generated was to be used to 
provide education for poor children in the 
parish. 

At a public meeting in Bentham held on 
16th November 1870, it was decided that the 
Longstaffe’s Charity would thereafter divert 
its income to ‘educational purposes’. 

The charity provides funds for the young 
people of High and Low Bentham up to the 
age of 25 years to assist them in their educa-
tional endeavours. We have innumerable 
examples of helping enthusiastic and deter-
mined youngsters with aspirations to de-
velop their skills and knowledge in a whole 
variety of fields. The accumulation of knowl-
edge and the enhancement of ability have a 
very positive impact on life opportunities as 
children progress to adulthood and inde-
pendence. Some in our communities have 
limited means to take full advantage of what 
is available, and assistance from the Founda-
tion to finance extra facilities is extremely 
valuable. Our Trustees are people with local 
knowledge and a strong connection to the 
area.  

 However, the low interest rates in the 
current economic climate has limited our 
ability to make adequate donations; we are 
therefore exploring other ways of augment-
ing our funds.  

As part of this new approach, we are stag-
ing a Voice and Guitar Recital in High Ben-
tham Golf Club at 3pm on Sunday 7th De-
cember 2014 featuring two acclaimed Euro-
pean Artists. We are most fortunate to have 
secured this booking. Solen Mainguené is a 
French soprano opera singer and Joe Wil-
liams a British classical guitarist. The pro-
gramme includes a mixture of classical and 

modern songs.  

Tickets will be on sale at High Bentham 
post office from early November at a cost of 
£12.50 including light refreshments. We 
hope you will be able to support this event 
and the work of the charity. 

For further information about the charity 
contact the Foundation Secretary: Mr David 
Johnson Telephone: 015242 61905, Hollygill, 
Burton Road, Low Bentham, Lancaster, LA2 
7EW or Email: ddjsjohnson@aol.com . 
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Give Aubergines A Chance 
By John-Francis Read, from 3 Borders Pantry 
The Shiny Purple Lord of Vegetables 

There are plenty of aubergines around at this 
time of year. This uniquely meaty vegetable 
tends to evoke feelings of either love or hate. 
Well, I think a lot of the haters can be turned 
into lovers, if you know what I mean. 

This Southern Mediterranean or Middle 
Eastern inspired recipe is for 'stuffed' auber-
gines. I use the word 'stuffed' loosely as it 
isn't technically true, but when you make it 
you'll see why I did. It uses meat or cheese in 
a subtle way, to enhance the other flavours, 
not as the main component. 

4 aubergines 

salt and pepper 

1 tbs dried oregano / thyme 

4 tbs olive oil 

Cut each aubergine in half lengthways, 
through the stalk. Lay on a baking tray. Di-
agonally score the flesh of the cut edge, four 
times each way, creating a criss cross pattern, 
taking care not to cut through the skin. Rub 
the olive oil, oregano and seasoning into the 
gaps. Oil the outer skin and place in a pre-
heated oven at 160 degrees for about 40 min-
utes or until it is cooked through. 

250g minced lamb / beef or diced halloumi 
cheese 

2 mugs of long grain rice such as Basmati 

1 large onion diced 

4 cloves of garlic, roughly chopped 

4 medium tomatoes, de-seeded & diced 

1 small bunch of parsley / corriander / 
dill / mint or a mix, roughly chopped 

a handful of unsalted cashew / almonds (if 
you can only get salted, rinse them first) 

1 cinnamon stick 

1 tbs cumin seeds 

4 cloves 

2 good quality stock cubes 

zest of ½ lemon, finely grated 

juice of ½ – lemon 

olive / sunflower oil for frying 

Fry the onion and spices on a medium 
heat for 15 minutes or until the onions turn 
golden brown. If they start to burn, add a 

splash of water and reduce the heat. Add the 
garlic for the last 3 minutes. If using meat, 
brown it off in the pan first for about 15 min-
utes then set aside, frying the onions etc in 
the remaining oil. Add the rice to the onion 
mixture, together with the meat (if using), 
stirring to coat the rice with the oil. 

Dissolve the stock cubes in one mug of 
boiling water and add to the rice. Now add 
three mugs of cold water, stir and put on a 
high heat. When it comes to the boil, put the 
lid on and turn down to the lowest setting. It 
should take around 12 minutes. Do not stir or 
remove the lid. After  12 minutes, check. If it 
looks cooked and there are small holes at the 
top in the centre, remove from the heat and 
leave the lid on for 5 minutes. 

Break the cashew nuts up a little and toast 
on a medium heat in a dry frying pan until 
they take on some colour. Remove from the 
pan and set aside. In the same pan, add a 
little oil and gently fry the diced halloumi 
until it turns golden brown. A palette knife is 
a good tool for gently turning them over. 

Meanwhile, scrape the soft centre out of 
the aubergine and into the rice pan, leaving a 
little scooped out boat shape. Into the pan, 
add the lemon zest, diced tomato, toasted 
cashew nuts, halloumi (if using) and the 
chopped herbs. Mix together and taste. Sea-
son to taste, add the lemon juice (a bit at a 
time). When you are happy with the flavour, 
spoon the mixture back into the aubergine 
boats, place back on the baking tray and re-
turn to the oven for 10 minutes. 

Serve on its own or with a fresh green 
salad. Yoghurt dressing and chilli sauce 
really complement it too. Enjoy! 
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MEL BOOTH 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

07825749631 
 

GENERAL HANDY-
MAN,  

GARDEN MAINTAINANCE,   
GREAT RATES. 

Bentham’s Broadband 
By DCllr Linda Brockbank. Photograph, below, 
by Carole Heywood of Jon Brook, Derek 
Richardson, Linda Brockbank, John Watson, 
Simon Mulenga and Andrew Arnstrong. 
Over the last eighteen months we have seen 
numerous communities across the District 
benefit from fibre broadband and we will 

soon have provision for fibre broadband to 
over 1,700 premises in Bentham and Burton. 

The journey to where we are today 
started a number of years ago and, as a Dis-
trict Councillor for the Bentham ward, I’ve 
received and dealt with plenty of enquiries 
over the last three years to ensure that fibre 
broadband finally arrives in Bentham.  

Bouncy  
Castle  

for Hire 
 

Available for local events. 

£40 (or £50 delivered locally)  

For details, please call Mike on 

015242 62336   
 

All money raised will help support Gooden-
ber Play Area, registered charity 1041579. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=XtCTliGKXOmxJM&tbnid=dcHbNklEf8GZcM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.braintreeinflatables.co.uk%2Ffor-hire&ei=FpHHU6fpCKaW0QXU6IDACA&bvm=bv.71198958,d.ZGU&psig=AFQj
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I’m delighted to hear that fibre has now 
reached Bentham exchange and that we are 
very close to the first premises in the area 
being able to place an order.  

Access to an appropriate broadband con-
nection is now seen as an essential service 
for businesses and residents, almost the 
same as how we view electricity. It is espe-
cially important in rural areas like Bentham 
and Burton. as high quality Broadband en-
ables businesses to compete nationally and 
internationally whilst providing much 
needed jobs in rural areas. Broadband also 
helps people to search and apply for jobs on 
line. I hope that all our businesses, residents 
and local groups make the most of this im-
proved service and use it to market both 
their goods, services and the wider benefits 
of the area.  

If you have any questions about the roll-
out, when it’s coming to you, or why you 
should need it, please do speak to the Super-
fast North Yorkshire team. 

www.superfastnorthyorkshire.com 

 

FIXED WHEEL 

CYCLE 

REPAIRS 
Pyes Mill Business Units, Station Rd, Bentham, 

LA2 7LJ 

Tel: 07715 323748 
Email: fixedwheelcycle@btinternet.com 

All types of cycle repairs undertaken by ex cycle shop 

manager and ex-pro cyclist. For the near future please 

contact me on the above number or email address and I will 

make arrangements to meet you at the work shop or, for a 

small charge I can  collect and redeliver your cycle. 

A large range of spares kept in stock or can be ordered for a fast 

delivery 

Xmas and Mail order bikes assembled, 

puncture repairs, tyres replaced, brake 

cables and brake blocks replaced, gold, 

silver and bronze services, wheels re-

paired, etc. 

 

 
 

The Black Bull Hotel 
13 Main Street, High Bentham 

What’s on in November 
 

NEW MENU OUT NOW 
 

CHRISTMAS MENU  
OUT NOW 

 
JAZZ NIGHT 

MONDAY 10TH NOVEMBER 
 

ALL NEW QUIZ NIGHT HAS 
STARTED LOOK OUT FOR 

POSTERS 
 
 

 
Telephone 015242 61213 

www.theblackbullbentham.co.uk 
 

http://www.superfastnorthyorkshire.com/
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B & C. E. ARMSTRONG 
17 Main Street, Bentham 64871 
Visit us online at: www.bcearmstrong.co.uk 

 

Coal, Logs, Kindling, Calor gas  

 Fireworks on sale for a limited time only!  

 Leyland paints mixed in store 

 Keys cut while you wait 

 

sales@harrisonsautocentre.co.uk 

 

School Nears Completion 
By Suzanne Firth 

North Yorkshire County Council is under-
taking final works for Bentham’s new school 
this term so that the school is ready to open 
to pupils in January. 

It has been a long standing County Coun-
cil commitment to invest in a replacement 
for High Bentham School because current 
facilities compromise the school’s ability to 
deliver the curriculum and the school has 
outgrown the current site. 

The new school, which will provide 
places for 150 children plus a nursery, has 
been built using natural materials, including 
stone, timber, slate and a green sedum roof 
to blend into the surrounding landscape and 
be environmentally-efficient. 

Highway measures being undertaken 
include traffic and pedestrian islands, a 
raised zebra crossing and new and widened 
footpaths.  

Ultimately the scheme will cost £4.9m to 
build as a result of site constraints, meeting 

planning requirements but also the impact 
of inflation and capacity in the construction 
market in the years since the original plans 
were produced. Additional funding has 
come from the County Council’s School’s 
Capital Programme and the schools’ own 
delegated funds. It will deliver a brand new 
purpose designed school building which 
will fully meet the needs of 21st century 
education in a sustainable way. 

See the Bentham News facebook page for more 
from North Yorkshire County Council about the 
new primary school and surrounding works. 
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HARRINGTON CARPETS                                     
(Est  over 30 years) 

Local Supplier and Fitter                             
of Carpets and Vinyl. 

Quick, reliable service, free estimates and 
planning.  Very competitive prices.  Sample 

books delivered to your home for you to choose 
at your leisure and with no obligation to buy.  All 

budgets catered for.  

Contact John on 015242 61794 or mobile 
07756828141. 

Bentham Balti 
Indian Take Away 

Open 7 Days A Week. 

5pm – 11pm 

015242 62445 

www.benthambalti.co.uk 

Quality Food, and Good Service. 

 

 

 
 

The Black Bull Hotel 
13 Main Street, High Bentham 

 

BULL BEATS 29th Nov 
 

Our 1 day music festival to cele-
brate our 9 years in the pub. There 
will be 6 bands, an American beer 
festival , special offers, American 

menu, prizes and more.  
All as a thank you for the last 9 
years of trade. Here's to more! 

 

There will also be live music every 
week in November including Friday 

21st November 'The Lumberjack 
Cowboy Heartbreak Trucking Co' 

 

It's gonna be a great month don't 
miss out! 

 
Telephone 015242 61213 

www.theblackbullbentham.co.uk 

REDHEADS COAL AND GAS 
 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 

All sizes of bottled gas delivered 

Kindling-logs-prepacked fuel 

Compost and Gro-Bags 

We won’t be beaten on Price 

Quality and Service 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

015242 41626 

Bentham And District Pet  
Rescue 2014 Quiz Winners 
Many thanks to all of you who attempted 
our annual quiz and, after a computerised 
random search of seventeen with all correct 
entries, the winners are: 1st £15  Mary Myers, 
Lowgill, 2nd £10  G.W.Taylor, Crook, 
3rd  £5    Miss Phillipps, Melrose, The lucky 
draws of £5 each go to Mr. & Mrs. Kellett, 
Gloucester, Mick Simpson, Newbiggin, and 
Mrs E.Walker, Penrith. We are also holding 
a quiz night at Langcliffe Village Hall on 
Saturday 15th November at 7:30pm. 
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COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 

MOB 07765 882579 

Dance For The Dales  
By Sarah Brewer 
Don your dancing shoes for an entertain-
ing evening of ceilidh dancing supporting 
local charity Yorkshire Dales Millennium 
Trust on Saturday 15th November at Aust-
wick Village Hall from 7:30pm. For more 
information or to book tickets, please call 
015242 51002 or email info@ydmt.org. 
Tickets cost £10 for adults and £5 for under 
16s, including supper. 

mailto:info@ydmt.org
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Bentham Fraud Cases 
Sentencing Delayed 
Taken from The Craven Herald 

Anne Yaman, a former employee of the 
Bentham Development Trust, who could be 
jailed for the theft of more than 
£100,000 ,has had her case put back until 
November. She was charged with a series 
of offences following a police inquiry into 
accounting irregularities which began in 
late 2011, and in June this year she pleaded 
guilty to charges of fraud, theft and false 
accounting covering a period from March 
2008 to November 2011.  

Back in June, Bradford Crown Court 
heard that Yaman was due to go into hospi-
tal for a surgical procedure and later, Judge 
Jonathan Rose agreed to a further adjourn-
ment after being handed a letter from her 
doctor.  

Yaman was not at court and although 
Judge Rose agreed to put her hearing back 
until November 11th, he ordered that an up
-to-date medical report should be served by 
November 4th.  

Sentence Passed 
Taken from The Craven Herald 
A Craven accountant who left a trail of dev-
astated clients in his wake after operating a 
sophisticated "Ponzi" scam has been jailed 
for six years. 

For more than a decade individuals and 
organisations trusted Bentham accountant 
Geoff Langdale to invest their money, but 
instead he squandered thousands of 
pounds on adult websites, and used clients' 
cash to keep his own business going. 

Several of the 63-year-old's victims at-
tended Bradford Crown Court to see him 
jailed for the scam which had resulted in an 
outstanding loss of just over £1.1 million. 

Langdale of Springfield, Bentham, will 
now face further investigation under the 
Proceeds of Crime Act in an effort to recoup 
some of the stolen money from any of his 
remaining assets. 

Prosecutor Alasdair Campbell told the 
court how Langdale, who was struck off as 

a chartered accountant in 2009, dishonestly 
obtained more than £2.3 million from 
would-be investors over an eleven year 
period, but about £1.1 million had been 
repaid through the scheme. Mr Campbell 
said Langdale had been operating a classic 
so-called "Ponzi" scheme in which he prom-
ised investors a good rate of interest and he 
had created documentation which was in-
tended to satisfy clients that their invest-
ments were safe. 

During his police interview, Langdale 
said his wife and staff were not aware of 
the fraud and Mr Campbell said the defen-
dant's wife had subsequently filed for di-
vorce. 

Langdale, who had no previous convic-
tions, cooperated fully with the police in-
quiry and pleaded guilty to charges of ob-
taining money transfers by deception and 
fraud. His barrister, Christopher Evans, 
said Langdale's reputation was now in tat-
ters and he accepted that he would deserv-
edly leave prison penniless. Mr Evans said 
Langdale regretted his behaviour and had 
taken steps to ensure that his creditors 
would get as much money back as possible. 

Speaking after the case, Detective Ser-
geant Andy Kenyon of North Yorkshire 
Police’s Major Fraud Team, said: “Geoffrey 
Langdale was a trusted accountant in a 
small community and used his position to 
commit fraud. His dishonesty has had a 
lasting impact on many victims whose fi-
nancial future has now been left in ruins 
and they are now facing financial hardship 
as a result of his crimes.” 
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Studio42 
By Michelle Hodgson 

Studio42 is a new Bentham venture lo-
cated on Bentham Business Park at Unit 
2a, and we have two workshops running 
in November. The first is an Easyworship 
and Audio training day run by Audio-
works on 15th, and on Saturday 29th we 
will be hosting a Christmas Craft work-
shop. To book, or for information call me 
on 61628 or see www.audioworks.co.uk. 

Hair Studio              

                 Cath Blackwell, 

             Homeleigh, 

   Fourlands, 

             Bentham, 

            LA2 7EX 
 

   Tel: 015242 62510 

   Mob: 07796 148900 

 

 

B & W  
FUNERALS 

 

39 Main Street, Ingleton, 
Carnforth, LA6 3EH 

 

24 Hour Service 
Covering: 

Ingleton, Bentham, Austwick,  
Clapham, Settle, Wray, Hornby,  

James G Macdonald 
Private Chapel of Rest 

 

Tel: 015242 61370 
Mob: 07758 002260 

Office Tel: 015242 41293 
Email: jmfunerals@gmail.com 

THRU the NEW 
We are planning to read 

through the 

New Testament in a day 

starting at 7am. 

Saturday 29th November 

at Bentham Methodist Church. 
 

The Church will be open for all to come and go 

as they please as different readers read 

Through the entire New Testament. 
All welcome. 
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Bentham People Page 

Personal Thanks 

Linda Hartley alias Linda L'Plant would like 
to thank all the people who sponsored her 
cycling coast to coast for the Alzheimer's 
Society. You know who you are. 

I raised £635 and had a good time - Ha ha! 
Thankyou everybody! 

From Rev Richard Wallace 

My thanks to so many for your concern, 
cards and prayers during my 6 weeks at 
Preston General and Castleberg. The surgery 
has been successful but of course 6 weeks in 
hospital (5 of them in bed) does not leave 
one very sprightly. You could say I am in 
first gear waiting for further improvement. 

Frank Bosman and family wish to thank 
everyone who sent them messages of condo-
lence and sympathy after the sudden death 
of his wife Marie. Thank you also to the 
Rev'ds Anne Russell and Mabel Parr for the 
Memorial Service at St Johns Church and to 
Jimmy Macdonald for the sensitive way he 
arranged the funeral.    

Sheila Hodgson, formerly of 40 Robin 
Lane, Bentham. 

This to notify those who may remember 
Sheila that she passed away peacefully on 
14th September 2014 at the age of 92.  Sheila 
moved to Sheffield 9 years ago to be near 
her sister and her nephew and niece.  She 
lived happily in a retirement development 
where she made many new friends and ac-
tively involved herself in the commu-
nity.  She was a founder member of the Ben-
tham footpath group and she was striding 
out in Derbyshire until the age of 89 when 
spinal degeneration impeded her mobility. 

Her niece Diane inherited Sheila's love of 
walking in the Yorkshire Dales and she will 
be bringing her ashes to scatter in the spring 

Izzy Carr wishes to thank relatives, friends, 
neighbours and caravaners for cards, flow-
ers and presents on her 80th Birthday Party 
which was held on 11th October at Bentham 
Golf Club. A donation of £702 was given to 
North-West Air Ambulance. 

. 

A thank you from The Courtyard Dairy,  

Having been established in Settle for two 
years, Kathy and Andy would like to say a 
big thank to the residents of this area in 
North Yorkshire for your amazing sup-
port.  Local shops need local shoppers, and 
you are helping to keep small market towns 
up here vibrant.  We appreciate all the sup-
port we have received.  

We enjoy being part of the community 
and remain extremely dedicated towards 
championing and keeping alive traditionally
-made farmhouse cheese. If you’d like to 
know more, see www.tinyurl.com/
kirkhams. Thanks again for  your support. 

Charity Thanks 

Trash and Treasure Sale 
The Low Bentham Victoria Institute Com-
mittee  would like to thank all those who 
came and supported our event. We are 
very grateful for all the donations given 
and for those who gave their time to make 
soups and bake delicious cakes. The total 
raised on the day was £680. 
Once again the Bentham Line Dancers 
have come up trumps and donated another 
£100 to the North West Air Ambulance. 
Thanks for the support of everyone from 
both Bentham and Ingleton. 

Burton-in-Lonsdale’s Macmillan coffee 
and cake morning raised a magnificent 
£403. My thanks to all who helped bake 
the cakes and all who donated. 

For Sale 

LOOLA PUSHCHAIR, excellent condition 

with foot muff, rain cover and UV protector. 

£50 ONO Ring 61057. 

PANASONIC LCD TV 24” Screen. New on 

28.7.14. Hardly used. Was £309 now £199. 

Please phone 62741. 

Christmas Arts Fayre 
By Terry Hird 

You can visit the studios and workshops of 
artists in Lunesdale on 22nd and 23rd No-
vember (11am-4pm) to see a variety of crea-
tive work and purchase unique gifts for 
Christmas. See www.lunesdale arts.co.uk. 

http://www.lunesdalearts.co.uk/
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Bentham Film Group 
By Stella Hall 
Bentham Film Group will be showing the 
film The Railway Man on their big screen in 
High Bentham Town Hall on Friday 14th 
November.  

This is a 2013 British/Australian made 
war film based on the remarkable best-
selling autobiography of the same name by 
Eric Lomax (played by Colin Firth). Lomax 
is a British Army Officer tormented as a 
prisoner of war at a Japanese labour camp 
during World War II. Decades later, he 
and his wife Patti (Nicole Kidman) decide 
to confront one of his captors who was 
responsible for much of his treatment.  

Come and see this powerful and inspir-
ing tale of heroism and the redeeming 
power of love. It starts at 8pm and tickets 
cost £5 on the door. As usual, there will be 
a raffle and refreshments in the interval. 
All welcome. 

INTERCOUNTY                                        

DRIVING SCHOOL                                               
VAL KAY                                                      

THEORY TRAINING                                

AVAILABLE                                                 

015242 62794                                        
e-mail: 

val@bentham999.wanadoo.co.uk 

Quality firewood for sale 
 We only supply hardwood logs from  

sustainable sources, seasoned for a  

minimum of 18 months. 

£53 per load, including VAT 

For a prompt and reliable delivery  

contact Jonathan on: 
  

01756 749626 / 07850 827322 
  

‘Keeping Craven warm for over 40 years’ 

www.treetopsforestry.co.uk 

http://www.treetopsforestry.co.uk
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 High Bentham School 
By Catherine Boocock, Head teacher 

It almost seems impossible to believe, but 
we are already well in to the Autumn 
Term.  Time seems to be moving faster than 
ever, and very shortly preparations for our 
Christmas celebrations will start to take 
shape.    

Nearly all of our children took part in a 
sponsored walk on Friday 19th September, 
to raise money for ‘The Great African Welly 
Walk’. Whilst on route children were treated 
to a sneak preview of their new school, 
closely supervised by the Site Manager.  The 
school has also been busy collecting produce 
for the ‘Yorkshire Harvest’ campaign, which 
helps provide local families with very low 
incomes with essential food packages.  Our 
Macmillan coffee morning, organised by 
Mrs Kath Robertshaw also proved to be a 
great success with £324.24 being raised for 
this very worthy cause. Thank you to every-
one who donated items for this event, in-
cluding The Spar, Blossom and Co, The Post 
Office, Flowerfields and the Flower Bank. 
Thank you also to our PTFA whose coffee 
morning at the Town Hall also proved to be 
a huge success and raised valuable funds for 
the school.  Thank you to everyone who 
supported any or all of our events.    

On the 22nd September children were 
given the opportunity to spend time with 
Olympic Swimmer Grant  Turner.  Grant 
provided children with plenty of incentives 
to keep fit, live healthy lifestyles and enjoy 
exercise, along with inspiring youngsters to 
go for gold. A big well done to all our chil-
dren who took part in the cross-country run 
held at Ingleton Primary School on the 23rd 
September. As is always the case, the 
weather decided to ‘break’ that very eve-
ning!  That did not stop Cameron Askew, 
Joseph Ellershaw, Will Bentley, Korben 
Coates, Esmae Coates, Kira Paris Ryan and 
Daniel Briggs from qualifying for the next 
event at Giggleswick School. We wish them 
the very best of luck at this event. I would 
also like to thank all those children who 

took part in the Community Service which 
was held at Bentham Methodist Chapel on 
Sunday 5th October. I am sure all those in 
the congregation will agree, the children 
were an asset, to not only the school but also 
the wider community. Our children sang 
beautifully.  

Following on from last year’s Accelerated 
Reader Race-Track, we have now intro-
duced our ‘Word Garden’. The Reading 
Growth Challenge is on. Who will be the 
first to manage to read 1 million words? The 
world of literature is really one that can 
open up children’s imagination.   

Finally, I would like to extend an invita-
tion to everyone to come along and join in 
our Autumn Fair on Saturday 8th Novem-
ber, which will be taking place from 10am to 
12noon. This will be a celebration of our 
time here at High Bentham School.  Mr 
David Johnson, a former Headteacher of the 
school, will be showing photographs from 
the past. Please join in this final event here 
at the old school site. 

Bentham  

Methodist Church 
Invites you to our 

Christmas Fair 
Saturday 22nd November 

From 2-4pm 

Admission free! 
Proceeds for Church 

Funds 

Church & Charity Stalls 

Children’s Activities 
Come & enjoy tea & cake 

And time to chat with 

friends! 
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The Future of Fracking 
By Annie Neligan 
With exploration licenses already 
granted in North Yorkshire and around 
Blackpool, fracking is getting closer and 
we need to be making up our minds 
about whether this is an opportunity we 
should welcome or a threat we should 
resist.   

Since the elections in May, we have 
had a new Green Party group in Ben-
tham. We are hosting an evening of in-
formation and discussion: three short 
films about the process and its results 
and a speaker, Bob Dennet, from the 
Fylde residents group against fracking, 
to tell us about their experience. 

Bring your questions and ideas and 
join us for an evening of information, 
discussion and a cup of tea at Bentham 
Town Hall, Tuesday 4th November, 7:30 
– 9:30 pm. 
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Success at Station 
By Rod Tickner 

The tenth anniversary National Community 
Rail Awards and Dinner was held on 2nd 
October in Scarborough Spa, organised by 
the Association of Community Rail Partner-
ships (ACoRP) with over 350 guests from 
across the country. 

The Friends of Bentham Station (FOBS) 
and Bloomin’ Bentham were nominated by 
Northern Rail and Community Rail Lanca-
shire in two categories and representatives 
from the two Bentham groups, Brian and 
Margaret Cowling, David Alder and Gerald 
Townson, headed off excitedly to Scarbor-
ough. 

FOBS and Bloomin’ Bentham were 
placed first in the Small Projects (Under 
£500) Award for their innovative ‘Annual 
Planter Sponsorship Scheme’ and Gerald 
Townson came second in the ‘Essence of 
Community Rail’ Photographic Award for 
his image ‘The Platform Entertainers’. 

FOBS administers the promotion and 
funding of the planters scheme and the 
hard-working volunteers of Bloomin’ Ben-
tham, naturally, take charge of the two ma-
jor planting sessions each year. All of this is 
possible thanks to the generosity of the 
members of “We Are Bentham” who spon-
sor the scheme. Their contributions are ac-
knowledged on the planters and in one of 
the station windows. 

The judges felt that this initiative ‘is a 
simple yet innovative, self-financing 
scheme which has brought together new 
groups within Bentham. It has created a 
valuable resource which has enhanced the 
rail gateway to this small town and en-
riched the journeys for passengers on the 
Bentham Line’.  

Full details of all the award-winning 
projects across the nation can be found on 
the ACoRP website www.acorp.uk.com 

Bentham Celebrates 
Around 30 people gathered at Bentham 
Station on Friday 12th September 2014 to 
celebrate not one, but four events! Septem-
ber 12th is the anniversary of the formation 
of the Friends of Bentham Station (FoBS), a 
group of volunteers that have been working 
on the station since 2011, and two unveil-
ings also took place.  

The first marked the official launch of 
the newly extended Bentham Heritage 
Trail, which now starts at the station, with a 
new sign proudly displayed. The second 
was a plaque marking the sixtieth birthday 
of the current station building on the Leeds 
bound platform. The final celebration of the 
day was to mark the birthday of Gerald 
Townson, Chair of both FoBS and the 
Leeds, Lancaster and Morecambe CRP. A 
cake with a battery operated model railway 
running round it was the order of the day! 

The Centre @ Halton  
By Susan Lucas 

We have booked the popular Riot Band for 
a Ceilidh on Saturday November 22nd. The 
Ceilidh will start at 7:30pm. Tel (01524) 
811316 for tickets. 

 

Leading law firm, Oglethorpe,                       

Sturton & Gillibrand                                   

offer the full range of traditional legal 

services at the                                                

Kirkby Lonsdale Office. 

 

For your first point of contact speak to  

Sarah Miller or David Park. 

17 Main Street, Kirkby Lonsdale, LA6 2AQ       
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CDC’s Budget—Have Your Say 
By Sharon Hudson 

Craven District Council is in the process of 
setting its revenue budget for the 2015/16 
financial year and is appealing to local resi-
dents to take part in its budget consultation, 
which closes on Friday 5th December. 

Despite making no increase in Council 
Tax over the last three years, the Council 
has already reduced its 2014/15 net revenue 
budget expenditure by nearly £1 million 
compared to the spend in 2010/11. Craven 
District Council collects Council Tax on 
behalf of other authorities and keeps just 
£152.21 (£2.93/week), less than 10% of the 
£1556.09 paid in Council Tax by a Craven 
household in 2014/15. 

Cllr Chris Knowles-Fitton commented 
“As a result of ongoing reductions in gov-
ernment grant funding and other cost pres-
sures it is estimated that we will need to 
generate additional income or further sav-
ings of about £468k over 2015/16 to 2018/19 
rising to a total of £1.112m by 2021/22 and 
£125k of this will be required in next year’s 
budget. To help prioritise resources we are 
urging residents to take part in the latest 
budget consultation to make sure the lim-
ited funds available are used on the services 
which matter the most to local people.  

The Balancing the Budget Survey is 
available online via  www.cravendc.gov.uk/
budgetconsultation or from Craven District 
Council Offices 1 Belle Vue Square; Skipton 
Town Hall /Tourist Information Centre; or 
Settle Tourist Information Centre . 

JONATHAN BUSS 
 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 
Middle Birks Barn, Keasden                    

Near Bentham 

All types of decorating undertaken 

Contact Jonathan on:- 

015242 51809 

Or 07956 582565  

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

 

 

 

 

For Professional, Effective, Chartered 
Physiotherapy, including sports injuries, 

backs, necks and acupuncture.  
AXA, AVIVA, BUPA authorised clinic 

established 1998 

Phone 015242 62216 
www.benthamphysio.co.uk  

Settle Chimney  

Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  

Professional Chimney 
Sweeping Service 

Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls, 
Carbon Monoxide Detectors 

Supplied & Fitted. 
National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683 - 

Mob. 07815 285321  

http://www.benthamphysio.co.uk
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 Co-Operative Invests In  
Bentham Branch 
By Steve Broughton 

The Co-operative Food store in High Ben-
tham has been transformed with a £330,000 
investment that will create an entirely new 
shopping experience for customers. 

The Main Street store has been rede-
fined, making it a great place to pick up 
everything shoppers need to create inspira-
tional meals.  

With a focus on meal ideas, essentials 
and healthy, fresh foods, the state-of-the-
art store will make it easy and enjoyable for 
shoppers to pick up all the ingredients nec-
essary to produce fantastic meals, with 
ideas and tips on every aisle.  

There will be extended ranges of fresh 
produce, ready meals and pizzas. Staff at 
the store have received additional training 
to enable them to provide expert advice 
and to help inspire customers with meal 

ideas. 

Angela Clarke, Store Manager, said: 
“I’m excited about welcoming shoppers 
into the new store. The transformation is 
amazing, and I’m sure our customers will 
enjoy shopping in the new environment.” 

Community Involvement 
“The Co-operative is a community re-

tailer, and we are committed to playing an 
active role in local life, embracing the area’s 
community spirit. The store will be a hub 
for the local community, and customers 
will be able to find out what is going on 
locally, and learn more about how The Co-
operative’s Community Fund can benefit 
local groups.” 

The store has a “community pioneer”, 
Phil Brayshaw, appointed as part of a new 
programme that sees a member of the store 
team with an additional remit to foster a 
strong involvement in community activity, 
from volunteering opportunities to helping 
develop solutions to meet local needs. 
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Bentham Bowls   
Successes          
By Helen Cross (secretary) 

After a brilliant season 
weather wise, Springfield A 
team came joint top of the 
South Westmorland Seniors 
League Division 2 with 
Kirkby Lonsdale A on 110 
points each. On Thursday 
18th September, both teams 
met at Netherfield Bowling 
Club Kendal in a playoff to 
decide which team would 
be overall champions of the 
division. We would like to 
thank Netherfield for host-
ing this match and also 
Sally Boardley the League 
secretary for officiating on 
the day. It was a glorious 
afternoon with the sun blazing down, and 
even more glorious for Springfield when the 
final total of games won was, 4 to Spring-
field and 2 to Kirkby Lonsdale. Both teams 
will be going up to the first division next 
season, although Springfield will have the 
honour of knowing they came top. The team 
consisted of the following players, Ray 
Shannon (captain), Tom Davies (vice-
captain), Roger Bosworth, Sue Bosworth, 
Sue Riley, Audrey Shannon, Andrew Cross, 
Helen Cross, Tony Bowler and Cliff Park. 

Presentation Evening.                      
On Wednesday 8th October the club held its 
annual presentation evening at Bentham 
Golf Club. The members enjoyed a splendid 
hot buffet followed by the presentation of 
the trophies by the president Ruth Parker. 
See inset. 

This season, the club entered a team in 
the Lancaster and Morecambe Vets League 
on Thursday afternoons. Captain Alan 
Tonge and Vice-captain Barry Taylor saw 
this as an opportunity to let players who do 
not normally play in the South Westmorland 
Seniors Leagues, have the experience of 
playing in league matches. For their first 

season in the league 
the team managed to 
finish mid table. Vet-
eran players Dorothy 
Rose and Hilda Lister 
enjoyed the experi-
ence and are looking 
forward to being able 
to play next season. 

     On 26th September 
we held a coffee 
morning for the 
McMillan nurses and 
I would like to take 
this opportunity to 
thank all the club 
members, Bentham 
businesses, and local 
residents who con-
tributed raffle prizes, 
baked cakes, at-
tended on the day 

and helped set up and clear up afterwards. 
We raised the grand total of £315-20p. 

 

KAT'S MOBILE  

HAIRDRESSING 
  

CONTACT NO. 07581170109 

  

FULLY QUALIFIED IN ALL ASPECTS 

OF HAIRDRESSING 

  

FREE CONSULTATION 

  

20% OFF ANY SERVICE ON 

WEDNESDAYS 

  

NOW DOING MICROBEAD EXTEN-

SIONS REASONABLE RATES 

  

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OF 

PRICES AND TO BOOK AN APPOINT-

MENT CALL THE ABOVE NO. 

TROPHY WINNER(S) RUNNER(S)

-UP 

Butterfield Cup

(Fundraiser) 

F Farnill 

C Park 

S Park 

C Fisher 

Garlick Cup H Lister 

D Rose 

B Taylor 

S Bosworth 

Tom Davies  

Trophy 

T Davies A Tonge 

Mary Johnson 

trophy 

A Shannon L Farnill 

Lister Shield R Bosworth R Cartwright 

Challenge Cup T Davies E Knowles 

Butterfield Cup A Cross R Bosworth 

Rose Bowl A Shannon H Cross 

Jim Bush Cup A Shannon H Cross 

Cardus Cup C Fisher 

L Farnill 

T Davies 

J Sharman 

Jubilee Cup/

President’s Day 

T Davies 

R Bosworth 

A Shannon 

S Riley 

Captain’s  Awards     

Men E Knowles   

Ladies H Cross   
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Little Stars 
By Alice Ellwood 

Visiting the Town Hall on a Friday Morning 
I found lots of welcoming faces and a room 
full of music and activities. I was visiting 
the new baby group Little Stars, which is 
run by Ruth and Lauren Green to see how it 
was going. And, boy, is it going! 

Bentham has a successful and beautifully 
run baby group on Monday mornings at the 
Methodist Church and there is another ex-
cellent group that runs on a Wednesday 
afternoon by North Craven Children's Cen-
tre at the Methodist Church, but Ruth and 
Lauren recognised that there was still a gap 
for a group at the end of the week. They 
have created somewhere where parents can 
go to get out of the house, do activities with 
their children and find inspiration for things 
to do at home, plus access to the support 
network of other parents. 

They must have been right as despite it 
only being their third week, they had almost 
20 parents and carers with babies and tod-
dlers, who got to play, dance, sing and have 

a snack, whilst the adults could have a 
drink and a catch up! Ruth and Lauren have 
very kindly been donated some fabulous 
toys, which they use at the group, but if 
anyone has anything else that they may find 
useful, please do get in touch with them.  

The group runs every week and is only 
£1 per family, which covers the costs of 
room hire and snacks. So I would highly 
recommend popping along and saying 
hello. You can also find out about lots of 
events for children in and around Bentham 
on the facebook page Craven Parents. 

Dermalogica Facials • Waxing • Make Up • Mani-

cures • Pedicures • Bio Sculpture Gel Nails•  Spray 

Tans • Indian Head Massage • Hotstone •   

Aromatherapy Massage 

Now Offering Indian Head Massage, 

Hotstone and Aromatherapy Massage. 
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2015 Grant Funding Avail-
able for Local Organisations 
By Jo Burton, Town Clerk 
Those local organisations that would like to 
be considered for a grant from the Town 
Council in 2015 should apply in writing to 
the Clerk by Sunday 30 November 2014 
(late applications will not be considered). 
PLEASE NOTE EARLY RESPONSE DATE. 

Applications will be considered at the 
Precept Meeting in January 2015 and, as 
before, all recipients are expected to present 
a report and collect their grant at the An-
nual Parish Meeting on 27 April 2015. 

Grant Applications should include: 

1. The name and address of the organisa-
tion concerned 

2. A contact name, address and tele-
phone number (along with this person's 
position in the organisation.)  

3. Brief details (100 words max) of the 
project requiring funding together with the 
anticipated total cost should be supplied.  

4. A set of accounts (preferably, or 
equivalent if not available) for the last com-
plete financial year to show the organisa-
tion's financial position, including  

* the date of year end 

* total income and expenditure 

* and funds available at the year end. 

Application forms are available from the 
Clerk, please ring 62587. 

All applications should be sent to Ben-
tham Town Council, Wynn-Stay, Spring-
field, High Bentham. 

 

Bentham News Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £15 local—£21 non local One quarter page £30 local—£42 non local 

One half page £70 local—£90 non local  Colour quarter page £40 local —£50 non local 

Inserts £150 commercial—£75 charity 10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 

Email benthamnews@outlook.com or call 015242 61889 

John Parker 
 

For All Your Agricultural Building 
And Groundwork Needs. 

Gowbarrow, 
Low Bentham Road 

 

07964239207 
Jp_agriwok@outlook.com 

 

All Concrete Aspects & Hard Landscaping 

G M SOAR                                        
CHIMNEY SWEEP & 

VAC                              
35 Years Experience      

(Fully Insured) 
Tel: 01524 770194  

  

   Email:geoff@localchimneysweep.net      

84 Sycamore Road, Brookhouse, Caton, 

Near Lancaster, LA2 9PE.  
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Learn to Drive with  

Sally Moore 
Your local, friendly  

Instructor 

£64 for the first 4 lessons. 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 

TAYLORS 
 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 

High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  

9.00am—5.00pm 

Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 

25 

YEARS 

EXP. 

24 / 7   Locksmiths 
All Locks Opened          Lock Upgrades 

Insurance Work Undertaken    Keyed Alike 

Commercial Work          UPVC Door Specialist 

New House—New Locks   
Free Lock / Security Review to comply with New 

security Regulations 

Tel: 015242 41804  
Mob: 07801438638 

Email: mark970@mac.com 
 

24 hour callout 

St Margaret’s Graveyard 
By David Channing 

St Margaret’s graveyard is closed for burials 
and, as such, the Town Council is obliged to 
consider taking over care of it, as was re-
quested by the Parochial Church Council of 
what was the Parish of High Bentham. The 
Town Council do have the option of trans-
ferring the responsibility for maintenance to 
Craven District Council. Before the Town 
Council will consider taking the matter fur-
ther they have given some requirements 
which are to be met, one of which is that 
unsafe gravestones are made safe. Individ-
ual gravestones remain primarily the re-
sponsibility of those who erected them and, 
after their death, of the heirs-at-law of those 
commemorated, but the PCC have a duty to 
ensure that stones are safe.  

The PCC of the new Parish of Bentham 
are in the process of applying to the Diocese 
for permission to lay flat the unsafe stones 
which are at present indicated by tape tied 
around them. The sensitive nature of what 
is proposed is recognised and if any one has 
any concern about what is happening 
please contact the Rev. Anne Russell 
(015242 61609) or the Churchwardens, 
David Channing (61882) and Graham Al-
mond (63200). 

Jazz in Hornby 
By Sam Ashton 
Our next gig is another hardy annual: Sue 
Parish with her trio on Friday November 
7th. Scribble it on your kitchen calendar. 
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Bentham News is published at 1 Summerhill, High Bentham, by an editorial committee consisting of  

Trevor Blackwell, Shirley Brown, Jane Miller, Peter Phillips, Richard Wallace, Pam Woof and Alice 

Ellwood—co-ordinator, who can be contacted on 015242 61889. Every effort is made to ensure that 

information contained in the paper is correct, however Bentham News is an open access paper and 

views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editorial committee. The committee 

reserves the right to edit contributions.  

     We are willing to withhold names on request, but names, addresses and telephone numbers must 

accompany all items for publication, which should be handed in to The Gallery, Station Road, or 

emailed to benthamnews@outlook.com by copy deadline, which is 15th November for the December 

edition. (10th November for the cover pages.) We aim to acknowledge all emails, so if you do not 

receive a reply to an email, please contact us again, as it may not have been received. 

Ringing In The Changes 
At St John’s 
By David Johnson 

They say ‘It never rains but it pours’ and 
that would be a fair description to describe 
the last few days of September for the con-
gregation of St John the Baptist, the parish 
church of Bentham. On Saturday 27th Sep-
tember Judith Johnson was licensed as a 
Reader by Bishop Tom Butler at St John’s 
Parish Church, Ben Rhydding near Ilkley.   

This was the culmination of three years of 
study at the Diocesan Office in Steeton and 
the University of York Theology Depart-
ment. Judith was supported by her family 
and the congregation of St John’s who trav-
elled by coach and car. Another coach 
brought supporters from Bolton Le Sands 
where she spent the first four months of the 
year working on placement in a different 
church to widen her experience.  

The day was a time for celebration for 
Judith and the other six candidates who 
were licensed. Judith can now participate 
fully in the church’s work throughout the 
newly created Ingleborough Team ministry 
covering Bentham, Burton in Lonsdale, 
Chapel Le Dale, Ingleton and Thornton. 

Sunday 28th was rather a sad day because 
it marked the conclusion of Mabel Parr’s role 
as our Non Stipendiary Associate Priest. 
Mabel has been at the helm since Reverend 
Clive Burgess’ departure in July 2011 and 
she has provided us with continuity and 
inspiration to drive the church forward.  The 
period between one vicar leaving and the 
new vicar arriving is called an interregnum, 

usually lasting between six and twelve 
months and it is often a time when churches 
struggle. This has not been the case at St 
John’s, which has seen substantial growth 
over the three years under Mabel’s leader-
ship. As you might expect Mabel was pre-
sented with a gift from the congregation 
together with flowers and a cheque. The 
service was followed by a Parish lunch at the 
Victoria Institute. 

Tuesday 30th saw the culmination of 
weeks of meetings and preparations for the 
Installation of the Reverend Anne Russell, 
our new Team Rector. The church was 
packed for the event with representatives 
from Kendal (Anne’s previous parish), many 
folk from Bentham and representatives from 
the other parishes in the team ministry as 
well as local clergy. The Bishop of Ripon, the 
Right Reverend James Bell, presided over 
the service and the event concluded with 
light refreshments at Bentham Youth Café. 
During the service Anne was welcomed by 
representatives of the neighbouring parishes 
of the newly created Ingleborough Team 
Ministry, local clergy and people from vari-
ous walks of life within Bentham. 

Bespoke Cabinet Makers  
WENNING WOOD WORKS 

Kitchens~Bedrooms~Studies 
Bookcases~Dressers~Tables etc… 

Call for a home visit & free quotation 
015242 62284  or  07799 067 315 

Visit Pyes Mill, Station Rd, High Bentham.      
e-mail   m.n.barron@hotmail.co.uk 



  47  

 

 

Little Stars Becomes Big Group  
Above, by Alice Ellwood, shows some of the attendees to Bentham’s new baby group. See page 43. 

Judith Johnson Becomes a C of E Reader 
Below, by Dave Lewis, shows Judith Johnson and her Bentham Supporters at Ben Rhydding  
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Co-Opening 
Bentham's Co-Op re-opened after refurbishments last month. Photographs 
by Alice Ellwood show, above, staff members Angela Clarke, Martin Gar-
diner, Steve Robshaw, Janet Barge, Kay Close, John Thompson, Lorna 
Johnson, Phill Brayshaw, Sandra Jeffs, Ian Bairstow, Wynn Gill, Michelle 
Piper, Abbie Cockerton, Louise Middleton and James Twohy, and left, 
Margarete Ellershaw, and Elsie Capstick, one of the first members of staff 
at the Bentham Co-Op. See page 41. 

First Place National Award for Bentham 
Below, by Simon Clarke, shows Nick Donavan, Margaret and Brian Cowl-
ing, David Alder, Gerald Townson and Alex Hynes. More on page 39. 


