
     

 

Farming’s Next Generation 
Photographs by Yvonne Capstick. 

Ellie Jackson (above left) who is only 4 years old, received the Les Thackray Trophy in 
January at Bentham Auction Mart. Whilst Jack Edmondson was the auctioneer at the 
charity sale (top right) and is shown with his 1st prize short wooled hogg (bottom right) 
at Burton Young Farmers Club singles night on 8th January. Read  more on page 6. 
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Flow Bentham 
Photographs right by June 
Oldroyd and above by Peter 
Phillips. 
There was significant 
damage to the road 
through Low Bentham 
on Saturday 18th Janu-
ary. Water began to flow 
out of the grass verge at 
11:30am. By 1:30pm, the 
road had collapsed, with 
a fountain of water push-
ing rubble out and down 
the road towards the 

A local resident put their brown bin onto the road to ensure that passing traffic did 
not drive into the hole. The road has since been repaired. There was also an incident in 
High Bentham in February, where there was a water leak from the centre of the highway 
on Lakeber Avenue. See page 9 for more on this story. 



  3  

 

February Town Council  
By Shirley Brown 

These are my notes from the meeting and 
not the Minutes, which can be obtained from 
the library or the Town Council’s website. 
This was a well-attended meeting with 8 
members of the public present and only Cllr 
Barnes and District Cllr Barrington absent. 

A member of the public had used the 
Drop-In to discuss his possible candidature 
in the forthcoming election with Cllr Adams. 
And in the public participation section a 
resident raised the matter of a 1,400 metre 
fence that is to be erected on Mewith Lane 
where the lane opens onto a magnificent 
view of the Three Peaks, and she hoped the 
Town Council would represent local opinion 
by recommending sensitive siting of the 
fence, back from the roadside. The council 
agreed to do so. 

The police report is covered more fully on 
page 17, but Police Sgt Mark Hill and PC 
Monika Beckwith denied Cllr Adams’ sug-
gestion that there was a mini crime wave in 
the area. In fact they said that this remains 
an incredibly safe area (it seems Ingleton has 
a worse crime record) and that they were 
proud that through good policing they’d 
been able to make two arrests within two 
days of the burglaries in Bentham around 
Christmas. They were also ‘chuffed’ (no pun 
intended!) that they’d halted the spate of 
vandalism at the station. Drug crimes are 
down but theft of stock, often in daylight 
and in small numbers, is up (see page 33) 
The police are hoping to do sessions on 
Internet safety and the danger of ‘legal 
highs’ at schools and youth clubs in the area. 

County Cllr Ireton reported that the am-
bulance service at Ingleton, which had been 
under threat of closure, has now been saved. 
Also that £5 million has been taken out of 
North Yorkshire’s reserves to deal with pot-
holes, and that because of the mild winter 
(so far) there’s a surplus of salt. 

There is still the vexed question of owner-
ship of the dangerously pot-holed triangle of 
land at the station’s entrance, although An-
gus’s are doing a land registry search to re-
solve the matter. A sensible solution was 

suggested whereby the repair would be 
done by Network Rail after which North 
Yorkshire Highways could adopt the road 
thus avoiding future problems. 

Cllr Stannard, while welcoming the deci-
sion that our ‘open spaces’ should remain 
such, suggested that Low Bentham’s Rose 
Garden should be renamed as it isn’t a gar-
den and hasn’t got any roses! 

The important Neighbourhood Planning 
Questionnaire is now ready for printing and 
distribution, and Cllrs, led by Cllr Handford, 
emphasised the importance of this being 
carried out professionally and being seen to 
be done properly. Cllrs felt that the answer 
was to do it themselves so they will be hand-
delivering them and returning to homes a 
few days later to collect completed question-
naires. Further information on page 36. 

The sensitive matter of allowing 
“spreading of ashes” as an alternative to 
interment in the cemetery was discussed, 
and it was agreed that ashes could be placed 
under the turfs of a grave plot but not scat-
tered on the top. 

Trees along Springfield may need atten-
tion. Cllr Faichney said the path to the weir 
on the Wenning at Low Bentham has be-
come slippery and dangerous. 

Discussions have taken place between our 
town council and representatives from Cra-
ven and Pendle about potential plans for the 
top of Station Road. Cllr Marshall outlined 
two options to alleviate the traffic problems 
there and ease the flow of traffic. The one 
favoured by the council requires “the re-
moval of a building on the corner”. Which 
building? This was not specified, so if any-
one wants to find out more I suggest they 
contact a councillor for this must be one of 
the most dramatic changes to the layout of 
Bentham’s town centre for over a century. 

A team was put together for the Bentham 
Agricultural Society Quiz on the under-
standing that no one would get upset if they 
didn’t win! Good luck to Jo, John, Tim and 
Gareth. 

The next Town Council meeting is on 
Monday 3rd March at 7.30pm with a drop-in 
from 7.00pm. All are welcome. 
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Gardening Tips 
By Joyce Knapp 

As I write this on one of the 
chilliest days of winter so far, 
with a light dusting of snow 
on Ingleborough and a howl-
ing gale blowing outside my 
window, it is somewhat diffi-
cult to imagine the warm 
sunshine we hope to see in 
March.  As this sunshine 
starts to appear, so too do the plants that 
have laid dormant throughout the coldest 
part of the year, such as bulbs and peren-
nials, bringing an air of expectation to the 
garden.  

There will, of course, be bulbs that have 
flowered and gone by March and these 
include sparkling white snowdrops and 
deep, golden yellow winter aconites.  The 
next to flower will be the crocus and, al-
though relatively short-lived, they do pro-
vide a wondrous array of colours, espe-
cially noticeable when their flower heads 
open fully on sunny days.  We may find 
that daffodils and narcissus come into 
flower alongside the crocus and they sit 
well together, as the latter range in colour 
from the palest white through deep yellow 
to the bright orange-centred varieties.  
Although we are advised to buy bulbs and 
plant them out the previous autumn, it is 
possible to buy them now, grown in pots, 
and they too can later be planted out to 
grow on and will flower for many seasons 
to come. 

Moving on to the perennials, again the 
first of these hardy plants may have flow-
ered and gone and in this category are the 
beautiful range of purple/pink/blue flow-
ers of Pulmonaria.  Following on behind 
these will be an array of plants from the 
commonly grown Ladies Mantle and Ge-
raniums to the slightly less well-known 
varieties such as Dicentra (Bleeding heart) 
and Diascia. 

If we are looking for colour in the gar-

den at this time of year, it is 
often best to provide an 
evergreen back-drop using 
plants such as conifers, and 
evergreen shrubs such as 
Laurel,  Buxus (common 
Box) and Mahonia.  The 
additional benefits of 
planting a Mahonia are 
that as well as producing 
sprays of bright yellow 
flowers, if left to grow big 

enough, it can accommodate nesting birds. 
This shrub also produces an early source 
of food for insects that then become food 
for the nesting birds! © 

Nature 
Notes 
By David Fisher 

Recently, on 
Slaidburn Road, 
going up out of 
Bentham, on the 
side of the road 
was a Red Deer 
without antlers. A 
full grown female 
deer went through 
into the field from a gap in the hedgerow 
just before the Green Smithy. Roeburndale 
has deer over that way, but they are not 
often seen around the Bentham area. 

There has been a Long-Tailed Tit in the 
garden— a return after an absence of 
sometime. Also Blue Tits have returned in 
big numbers. 

Usually you only see one Robin per 
garden, but last month I saw two of them 
close together, so a good sighting.  

Sea Gulls are now used to me chucking 
chicken carcases for them and visit—
nature’s way of clearing up after itself. 

There were also reports of Fieldfares 
stripping the hawthorn berries in a hedge-
row near Boiling Well Stream. They have 
now moved on elsewhere. 
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Ruposhi 
By Richard Wallace 

My mother-in-law spent some years in the 
Punjab as governess with one of the British 
families there in the days of British Rule. 
That gave her a lifelong love of curry. 
These days it is different. More and more 
people are glad to have the chance of sa-
vouring  Indian-Punjabi-Bangladeshi Cui-
sine. 

So it is good that Bentham’s Asian res-
taurant  (once an English Tearoom) has re-
opened with Jamal Uddin as your genial 
and efficient host. His parents came from 
Bangladesh and made their home in Keigh-
ley. For a lot of his life Jamal has had 
Keighley as his base and that is where the 
family home still is.  His working life has 
been in restaurant work all over the place – 
Skipton, York, Glasson Dock, Kirkby Lons-
dale. Bentham was just a name to him but 
when he heard there was a chance of open-

ing up here, a quick survey convinced him 
that it would be a good place for business. 
He was determined to improve the outside 
appearance, to redecorate, and to open in 
time for Christmas and this he managed to 
do.  

I asked if Ruposhi was a family name 
but I found out that it is a Bangladeshi 
word for ‘Beautiful’ – so beautiful food 
combined with attentive service to give all 
customers a special evening. Take-aways 
are on offer too with a simple scheme to 
qualify for a free main course after so many 
take-aways.  

There is a full menu but Jamal and the 
chef always want to be creative as menu 
items are planned and presented. Adverts 
in Bentham News will keep you up to date 
about what is on offer in the coming 
weeks. As you pass and see the Ruposhi 
remember that it means Beautiful - food, 
food, beautiful food. 

 

sales@harrisonsautocentre.co.uk 
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Silly Billy! 
By Shirley Brown 
This is the story of a little black 
goat that came to Bentham Auction 
Mart. 

The Mart was buzzing. It was 
always busy but today was some-
thing special – it was 8th January 
2014, the Young Farmers Club Sin-
gles Night. The place was full of 
farmers buying and selling, trade 
was brisk. But this evening there 
were also a lot of younger people 
both around and in the ring, parad-
ing with their Prime Hoggs. 

(Editors’ note: a Hogg is a young 
sheep of either sex, from the January 
after its birth until it cuts 2 teeth at about 18 
months) 

Many of these hoggs weighed over 
35kgs, and one weighed in at 50kgs. 
Stephen Dennis, auctioneer, reported that 
“some cracking lambs were presented to 
the judge, Jim Hadwin of Mansergh Hall”. 
The prize for the best quality hogg went to 
Jack Edmondson for his 48 kg Beltex x 
which sold to North East Meats for £220. 
And Ellie Jackson of Bentham was 
awarded 1st prize for the best-presented 
hogg and exhibitor. Four-year-old Ellie 
held her own hogg in the show and per-
sonally received the Les Thackray Trophy 
in the ring. This was a proud moment for 
Ellie and her family, and her mum said 
that Ellie was really happy to have won on 
this her first time in the ring. She then also 
topped the sale with her 44kg winner sell-
ing for £235 to Bowland Foods Ltd. The 
next highest price was achieved by Ben 
Thompson of Newfield, no stranger to the 
Bentham ring, who realized £145 for his 
52kg Beltex x which sold to Lincolnshire 
Meats. 

That should have been the high spot of 
the evening, but then came the Charity 
Sale, which was to raise money for Cancer 
Research in memory of the YFC’s late 

member, Graham Gardner from Ingleton. 
In addition to the chunky hoggs which 
had been donated for the sale, finally into 
the ring, to some amusement, came Frank 
Brennand’s garlanded, 22kg little black 
goat. 15-year-old would-be auctioneer Jack 
Edmondson was not put off his stride and 
using his selling skills to great effect soon 
got the bidding moving up nicely. In the 
end a little black goat, which might have 
expected to fetch about £10, went to David 
Holmes’ top bid of £90. 

So that little goat wasn’t so silly after all. 
He was a very successful little goat who 
had punched far above his weight, enter-
tained the crowd, and raised an unexpect-
edly large and very welcome amount of 
money for an excellent cause. 

Iain Henshaw 

s1b.com 
NICEIC electrician 

IT support 
015242 61010 

info@s1b.com   www.s1b.com 
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Bentham And District 
Farmers’ Auction Mart 
Young Farmers Sell to 534p/Kg 
Bentham Auction’s Annual Young Farm-
ers Singles Night attracted youngsters 
ranging from 1 year up to 27 years old 
with an excellent entry of quality & quan-
tity hoggs a challenge for the pre-sale 
judge, Mr Jim Hadwin of Mansergh Hall. 

Star of the show was Ellie Jackson who 
topped the Sale at £235 or 534p/kg to 
Harry Woods of Bowland Foods Ltd. 

Champion in the Short Wooled Class 
was Jack Edmondson, 15 years old of 
Westhouse with his 48kg Beltex x Hogg, 
which went on to sell for the second high-
est of £220 or 458p/kg to Mr David Kirby 
on behalf of North East Meats. 

Regular young vendor Ben Thompson 
of Sedbergh, achieved the next highest 
price of £145 for his 52kg Beltex x Hogg 
selling to David Holmes for Lincolnshire 
Meats. 

All vendors must be congratulated on 
their excellent presentation of both their 
sheep and themselves for the judging. 

The local club, Burton in Lonsdale 
Young Farmers also hosted on the evening 
a Charity Auction of hoggs donated by 
advisory members of the club to be sold 
for Cancer Research in memory of their 
late member Graham Gardner. Young Jack 
Edmondson, already of prize winning 

fame, took to the seat as a young budding 
auctioneer to sell the lambs. Jack did a 
fantastic job even though his skills were 
tested when a billy goat was presented for 
sale in front of him! Congratulations to 
Jack and all the members of Burton in 
Lonsdale YFC for hosting a tremendous 
fund raising event where 9 sheep were 
sold to raise a total of £742. 

Auctioneers & Secretaries:- Richard 
Turner & Son. 
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Footpath Matters 
By Maureen Ellis 

Bentham Footpath Group has 
four interesting and varied walks 
this month and all but one meet 
at 9:30am at Lairgill. The walk on 
March 20th is at 10:30am. 

Saturday 1st is the Hellifield eight miler; 
walking starts from Hellifield, going first 
along Haw Lane to join Dacre Lane. After 
passing Hellifield Moor to Bookilber, we 
turn down towards Long Preston, past the 
reservoir, along New Houses Lane to Little 
Newton and then back to Haw Lane past 
the highland cattle. 

It’s further afield on Friday 14th for the 
Elterwater walk of ten miles. For Wain-
wright baggers this walk gives a chance 
for three modest ones; the highest of which 
is just over 1,100 ft. We start from the Na-
tional Trust car park in Elterwater village, 
heading first for Loughrigg, passing 
Loughrigg Tarn on the way. From there 
we descend to Skelwith Bridge, then climb 
up Park Fell and over Black Fell to Black 
Crag, where, if the weather is kind, we 
should have good views over Tarn Hows. 
Then we drop down to High Arnside farm 
before our ascent of Hone Fell, with poten-
tially views over Coniston Water to More-
cambe Bay and up Little Langdale to the 
north. Our return to Elterwater is via Stang 
End. If the weather is not suitable to head 
for the tops, a lower route will be taken 
going past the pretty tarns of Loughrigg, 
Yew Tree and Tarn Hows. 

The walk on Thursday 20th which is 
four miles, meets at 10:30am at Lairgill and 
we will buy lunch at Catch 23 at Capern-
wray. Parking is at Longlands Hotel CP, 
near Borwick. Initially we walk south for 
ten minutes along the canal, then into Bor-
wick village, then through fields to arrive 
at Tewitfields and return to Longlands 
Hotel along the bank via Tewitfield locks. 

Saturday 29th 'Cowan Bridge', is six and 
a half miles, not 7 and a half as in the pro-

gramme. Walking starts at Leck 
Church and the route takes us via 
Cowan Bridge, Overtown, Tun-
s ta l l  Church,  Cantsf ie ld, 
Laithbutts, Hipping Hall and 
back to the start. It’s an easy walk 
and fairly flat. 

Shorter Walks For Women continue on 
Monday mornings meeting at 9:20am for 
prompt departure at 9:30am. We are back 
for 12 o'clock. 

 

Leading law firm, Oglethorpe,                       

Sturton & Gillibrand                                   

offer the full range of traditional legal 

services at the                                                

Kirkby Lonsdale Office. 

 

For your first point of contact speak to  

17 Main Street, Kirkby Lonsdale, LA6 2AQ       

Fruit & veg, wholefoods and eggs  
20% off cheese on Tuesdays 

Longley farm cream and yoghurts.  
English Lakes Ice cream  

Big range of Hawkshead Relish Jars 
Flowers, plants & gifts 

Tel: 015242 61904 

www.flowerfields.co.uk 



  9  

 

INTERCOUNTY                                        

DRIVING SCHOOL                                               
VAL KAY                                                      

THEORY TRAINING                                

AVAILABLE                                                 

015242 62794                                        
e-mail: 

val@bentham999.wanadoo.co.uk 

Lakeber Avenue Lake 
Photograph by Peter Phillips. 
High Bentham didn’t escape the water 

damage last month, as below shows Lake-
ber Avenue, High Bentham, in February 
when water rose from under the ground 
and caused holes to appear in the road.  

Ruposhi 
Indian Restaurant & Take-Away 

Fully Licensed 
 

Opening hours 
Sun-Thurs 5:30pm—11pm 

Fri & Sat 5:30pm—11:30pm 
015242 63400 

8 Main Street High Bentham 
 

MARCH DEALS 
Take away 

Bring this ad in, and for every takeaway order, receive 
a stamp below. Once you have four stamps, you can 

have a free main course and sundry. 

Restaurant  
Fantastic Wednesday night 5 course dinning offer: 

£11.95 
For more information call in or see our website 

www.ruposhibentham.co.uk 

R   R   R  R 
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Your Letters 
 

Dear Bentham News, 

I would like to launch an appeal for photo-
graphs, memoirs and newspaper articles 
about Bentham and Benthamers during 
the WW1.  Many will know that I have a 
large collection of over 1,200 photographs 
covering the history of Bentham and many 
of these will become available shortly on 
the internet but I have surprisingly few 
concerning the First World War. At Low 
Bentham Church we intend to stage an 
exhibition about the war as well as having 
a special service, not necessarily on Re-
membrance Sunday, to mark this tragic 
period of World History. 

If you think you can help please contact 
me on 61905.  If you have something you 
are prepared to share with others I would 
be only too pleased to collect, copy and 
return items promptly. 

Many thanks, David Johnson, Low Bentham 

 

Dear Bentham News, 

Part of John Neal’s interesting letter in last 
month’s BN needs to be clarified I 
think.  In it he says “Sadly the church has 
either dwindled in its attraction or, as in 
High Bentham, ceased to exist alto-
gether”.  This could be misleading. A 
church in High Bentham may have closed 
but there are other churches in High Ben-
tham which are very much alive.  I can’t 
speak for the St. Boniface Church, but the 
Methodist Church is a vibrant centre of 
activity, with many organisations, cover-
ing all age groups.  The diary pages of the 
BN show just some of these activities each 
month. 

Irrespective of denomination, all Chris-
tians worship the same God.  So John, you 
are  very welcome to come along to the 
Wednesday coffee morning (10-11.30am) 
or the Sunday morning church service 
(10.30am) where you will get a warm wel-
come and you  can find out more about the 
church involvement in our commu-

nity.  You would also meet a lot of very 
friendly people. 

W.A. Kennedy, High Bentham 

 

Dear Bentham News 

In last month's letters to Bentham News, 
John Neal of High Bentham made some 
very relevant observations on the commu-
nity spirit of Bentham. 

However, I am concerned that he does 
not appear to recognise the existence and 
work of other Churches in High Bentham 
when he says, “Sadly the Church has ei-
ther dwindled in its attraction or, as in the 
case of High Bentham, ceased to exist alto-
gether.”  I can assure him and your readers 
that although, sadly, the Anglican Church 
has had to close, the Catholic Church of St. 
Boniface and the Methodist Church are 
still very much a part of the High Bentham 
community. 

As a member of the Methodist Church I 
hope the following activities, which take 
place every week, will show that we do 
indeed exist and that we play a vital role in 
the life of the local community. 

Monday mornings see an average of 
around 60 toddlers with mothers or other 
carers where the children have fun and the 
adults can enjoy a break. It is volunteers 
who make this happen. 

Monday afternoon sees a non-
denominational ladies choir holding their 
practice in the Church and on Monday 
evenings there are 2 sessions for older chil-
dren again run by volunteers. 

In addition many other organisations, 
including North Yorkshire County Council 
and various assorted groups, use the 
church premises for community activi-
ties.  Again, volunteers are heavily in-
volved. 

A “Call -In” group meets on Tuesday 
evenings to play games and have a fun 
time enjoying each other's company. A 
house group, held in the home of one of 
our members, also meets on a Tuesday 
evening for Bible study. 
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Wednesday is a busy day, starting with a 
half-hour “Pause for Thought” service 
which is also attended by members of other 
denominations, followed by an open coffee 
morning, which many people like as it is 
the day they come into Bentham to shop. 

Whilst the coffee morning is going on 
there is a Pilates class in the schoolroom. 

Every alternate Thursday there is an 
afternoon tea and games for older people 
where transport is provided for those who 
need it, again run by volunteers. 

In addition to all this there are frequent 
'Messy Church' events plus frequent special 
events which are well advertised in the 
town. Also, currently, there are current 
plans to provide a service to local schools. 

To make our place of Worship more user 
friendly, 4 years ago we refurbished the 
Church and it is now warm, has comfort-
able seating, modern lighting  a music 
group and I must say I find it a very 
friendly and welcoming place to be. 

Mary Hartley, High Bentham 

 

Dear BN, 

I am writing re an article in the February 
issue of the BN, in particular the photo-
graph on page 5 about Lady Ryder’s visit 
in 1984 to The Sue Ryder Shop. The article 
stated that it was not known who the lady 
at the back of the photograph was. 

I would like to let you know that the 
lady in the background is Mrs Nina Best; I  
know this because she was my mum! She 
never did like the limelight. She started 

volunteering at the ‘old shop’ right at the 
start, when it was next to what is now the 
Co-op. She started to ‘do’ Wednesday 
mornings shortly after my dad died, in 
1982, as a way of getting her out of the 
house. She continued to ‘do’ Wednesday 
mornings and a morning at the TIC in the 
Community Centre in Ingleton, until three 
weeks before her death, a total of nearly 21 
years. 

Nina lived in Westhouse and drove 
herself over weekly. I well remember her 
ringing me from the shop one day to say 
she had got a puncture and her car was 
abandoned at Park Foot. My immediate 
thought was how had she got to the shop 
from there? “Oh, I hitched a lift.” came the 
reply. Only in rural communities like this 
could an 80-year-old hitch a lift and get 
one! I had to then go and deal with the 
puncture in time for her to go home to 
feed her beloved dogs. 

Regards, Lesley J Barker, High Bentham 
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JONATHAN BUSS 
 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 
Middle Birks Barn, Keasden                    

Near Bentham 

All types of decorating undertaken 

Contact Jonathan on:- 

015242 51809 

Or 07956 582565  

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

Learn to Drive with  

Sally Moore 
Your local, friendly  

Instructor 

£58 for the first 5 lessons. 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 

F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 

01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

 

Bentham Balti 
Indian Take Away 
Open 7 Days A Week. 

5pm – 11pm 

015242 62445 
www.benthambalti.co.uk 

Open plan Kitchen, Quality Food,  

Fast and efficient service. 

Fraser Wilkins   1931-2014 
By Christine Pearson and Barbara Mason 

Fraser came to Bentham to take over the 
Nip-In store, Low Bentham from Mr & 
Mrs Russell, with his wife Shirley and his 
son Nicholas and daughter Louise in Janu-
ary 1976. Later in about 1980 he added the 
Post Office to the shop. 

Fraser enjoyed working in the shop 
while his wife worked at Lancaster Royal 
Infirmary as a Physiotherapist. Fraser was 
a great help to a lot of people in the vil-
lage, helping the elderly, those that were 
ill and the housebound, boxing up and 
delivering orders to them. This was a very 
valuable service in the village of Low Ben-
tham. 

Fraser stayed at the shop until 1999 
when he closed the shop to retire. He and 
his wife left Bentham in about 2000 to go 
to live near his daughter and her family in 
Omagh, Northern Ireland. 

The picture above shows Fraser and 
Shirley at Shirley’s 80th Birthday celebra-
tions. Also in the photo are his son Nicho-
las, daughter Louise and some of his 
grandchildren.  
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It's Give 
And Take 
Time! 
By Richard Wilson 
BEST's Give and 
Take Day this year 
is on Saturday 15th March, from 10am to 
midday, in the Town Hall.  

The aim is to save perfectly good stuff 
that's no longer wanted by its present 
owners from ending up in landfill. You 
bring it to the Give and Take Day, and 
hopefully someone else will be there who 
is keen to give it a new home. 

If possible, please bring what you want 
to give before 10am; nothing will be ac-
cepted after 11am. Nobody will be allowed 
to take anything before 10am. 

Everything should be usable and rea-
sonably intact. No clothes - but you can 
take them to the Sue Ryder shop across the 
road – and no TVs or video machines/
tapes. Other electrical items are OK and 
will be safety-checked.  

We can pick-up (must be booked) if you 
can't bring things yourself. For large/heavy 
items, leave them at home, and instead 
bring a display card with a description 
(and picture if available), and your phone 
number. 

And don't forget that you can also dis-
play cards at any time of year, on the Stock 
Exchange board in Bentham Gallery win-
dow, for any items that would qualify for 
the Give and Take event. It's a free service. 

BEST is grateful to Choose2Reuse and 
the York and North Yorkshire Waste Part-
nership for providing funding to help it to 
cover some of the cost of staging the Give 
and Take event. 

BEST stands for Bentham Environmen-
tally Sustainable Town. All meetings and 
events are open to everyone; do come 
along and help make Bentham a greener 
town. If you'd like to know more, phone 
63399 or check www.greenbentham.org.uk 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=present+clip+art&source=images&cd=&docid=LIvhGqtBk0b0lM&tbnid=rpf2DnN-6hPA9M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clker.com%2Fclipart-gift-outline.html&ei=0L0AU_CvIMeV0AX854EQ&bvm=bv.61535280,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNG61flV
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Pride, Prejudice And  
Longbourn: 
By John Frankland 

Reading groups in North Craven are being 
invited to Bentham Library as they play 
host to author Jo Baker on Tuesday 11th 
March 7:30pm. Jo’s new bestselling novel, 
Longbourn, provides a completely fresh 
take on Jane Austen by telling the story 
from the servants’ perspective.  

One of Richard and Judy’s Book Club 
2014 Spring Reads, Longbourn, has been 
published internationally and is due to be 
made into a film by Focus Features. Jo will 
read from and talk about her new novel 
and will be happy to sign copies of Long-
bourn after her reading.  

Jo Baker, is the author of four other nov-
els, The Mermaid’s Child, The Telling, The 
Picture Book and Offcomer. Educated at 
Oxford and The Queen’s University Bel-
fast. She lives in Lancaster with her hus-
band, the playwright Daragh Carville, and 
their two children. 

If you’d like to attend this special meet-
ing then just come along and join the dis-
cussion – you can borrow a copy of the 
book from the library throughout Febru-
ary.  

Bentham Library Reading Group meets 
on the second Tuesday of each month 
(usually) at 7:30pm at the library. We 
cover a wide range of authors and talk 
about new and old books. The books we’ll 
be discussing in the Spring are as fol-
lows:12th March: Longbourn by Jo Baker - 
author visit; 9th April: The Reason I Jump 
by Naoki Higashida; 14th May: Life After 
Life by Kate Atkinson; 12th June: George 
Orwell Month; 9th July: Long Walk to 
Freedom by Nelson Mandela.  

Library Opening Hours: 
Monday    2.30pm – 7.00pm 

Wednesday   10.00am – 4.00pm 

Friday     2.30pm – 5.30pm  

Saturday   10.00am – 12.00noon 

Osteopathy 
Effective treatment for  

aches & pains 

Appointments available in Bentham 

Call Lonsdale Osteopaths 

0800 023 8885 
Andrew Calvert BSc(Hons) Ost 

Leonard Tyrer & Son Ltd 

Joiners 
Established 1954 

All types of joinery work undertaken 
 

Grove Hill, Station Road, Bentham 

Tel 015242 62333 

07780788339 

www.tyrersjoinery.co.uk 

Your memories by Leah 
Video/Photo Preservation, 

Editing and Filming Service 
Please get in touch to discuss your re-
quirements 
 

leah@memorabeleah.co.uk 
015242 62939 or  
078842089590 
www.memorabeleah.co.uk 

Odd Jobs  

& Gardening 
Any odd jobs around the garden and 

house undertaken 
 From Grass Cutting to weeding  

and planting out 
  Small Dry Stone wall repairs 

and general tidying up 

Please call David on 61449 

mailto:leah@memorabeleah.co.uk
http://www.memorabeleah.co.uk
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=clip+art+gardening&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=K-iprjzjb9HQdM&tbnid=6-C3aOnM93FDNM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clker.com%2Fclipart-spade-tool-gardening.html&ei=wI4AU4nlPKqu0QXzxoGgDw&bvm=bv.61535280,d.d
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=clip+art+gardening&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=K-iprjzjb9HQdM&tbnid=6-C3aOnM93FDNM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clker.com%2Fclipart-spade-tool-gardening.html&ei=wI4AU4nlPKqu0QXzxoGgDw&bvm=bv.61535280,d.d
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Court notification  
By Janice Bryan, North Yorkshire Police 
A 63-year-old woman has been charged 
with eight offences in connection with 
fraud and theft against the Bentham De-
velopment Trust.  

She was due to appear at Skipton Mag-
istrates’ Court on 21 February 2014, which 
was after our deadline. We hope to keep 
you updated soon. 

Quality firewood for sale 
 We only supply hardwood logs from sustainable 

sources, seasoned for a minimum of 18 months. 

£50 per load, including VAT 

For a prompt and reliable delivery  

contact Jonathan on: 
 

01756 749626 / 07850 827322 
 

‘Keeping Craven warm for over 40 years’ 

www.treetopsforestry.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/TreeTopsForestry  

 

 
 

The Black Bull Hotel 
13 Main Street, High Bentham 

 
 

What’s on in March 
 
 

Live Music 
Friday 7th March 

 

Jazz night   

Monday 10th March  
 

Posh Nosh Night 
Tuesday 18th March 

 

Bob’s music quiz 
 Monday 24th March 

8pm start 
 

Mothers’ Day Menu 
Sunday 30th March 

 
 

Telephone 015242 61213 
www.theblackbullbentham.co.uk 

 

http://www.treetopsforestry.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/TreeTopsForestry
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High Bentham WI 
By Sue Camacho 
Colin Etherington brought his beautiful 
wood carvings to our February meeting. 
Some of the carvings were like pictures in 
a box and had so much detail in them. 
Others were free form carvings where you 
just let your imagination take over. Wendy 
gave the vote of thanks. The competition 
for a small wood carving was won by Sue 
Camacho. The raffle winner was Frances 
Harrison Jones. 

The meeting on March 6th in the Town 
Hall is Gerald Townson on "Adopting a 
Railway Station". the competition is for an 
item of railwayana. 

Do come and give us the once over as a 
visitor, we are very friendly. Hope to see 
some of you then. 
 

Low Bentham WI 
By Jennifer Watkinson 
At the well attended AGM president 
Christine Jennings gave a resumé of the 
numerous activities that we had partici-
pated in last year. She thanked everyone 
for their support and then Pam Warbrick 
presented the accounts for us all to peruse. 
The president, deputy president, treasurer 
and secretary were all re-elected. Two long 
serving committee members Betty Dodg-
son and Edna Hewitt retired and Kitty 
Ellershaw and Margot Checkley volun-
teered  to join.  

Betty was present at the meeting and 
was thanked for her long service, hard 
work and help. Simone Pridmore took on 
the task of designing the posters. After 
supper, prepared by the committee, Kay 
Piper treated us to an "Art for fun" lesson. 
Using both oil and water based paints 
some colourful book marks and cards 
were made. It was a very pleasant and 
relaxing evening. 

Three teams of four took part in the 
enjoyable annual Bentham Agricultural 

Society quiz. Members arrived with bags 
full of nibbles, soft drinks and wine. 

We have an interesting and varied pro-
gramme of activities and events planned 
for the year and visitors or new members 
are always very welcome. 

The next meeting is on 20th of March at 
the Victoria Institute when the very tal-
ented Joanne Halliwell will be returning to 
tell us "What Betsy did next". 

Tatham Fells WI 
By Mary Taylor 

Earth Closets and Oil Lamps, was the title 
of Edward Huddleston’s illustrated talk to 
Tatham Fells Women’s Institute members 
in the Old School on Tuesday evening 14 
January.  Engaging his audience in lively 
discussion, Edward spoke about life in 
Tatham in the nineteen fifties; some house-
holds had no flush toilets until the nine-
teen sixties and were connected to the elec-
tricity supply at the very end of the fif-
ties.  He showed slides including house-
hold items and public records of the water 
supply; some had a well, roof water, a 
spring or stream. 

Gerda Southwell thanked the speaker 
who judged the competition for an old 
household item; this had attracted many 
interesting objects; winners were 1st 
Carole Thurnham with a candle snuffer, 
2nd Sue Dodgson and 3rd Helen Wilkin-
son. 

During business President Carole 
Thurnham thanked Programme Secretar-
ies Ruth Garstang and Louise Kitchen for 
producing a super programme for this 
year; Secretary Carole Butcher read the 
minutes and names were taken for Lanca-
shire Federation Council meeting in 
March. Members paid subscriptions to 
Treasurer Mary Kidd.   

Tea hostesses were Sara Mason and 
Gerda Southwell. 

At the next meeting Mr J Warbrick will 
speak on the history of the gramophone. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_AZwlVfuCPlw/SJtaNsfWEFI/AAAAAAAAADU/WpFNMdQ36xk/s400/WI_logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://lynnefaulkner.blogspot.com/2008/08/womens-institute-garden-party.html&h=400&w=300&sz=12&tbnid=56QmlgTn4Agk3M
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Police Report For 2013 In  

Bentham Parish 
By PS 652 Mark Hill 

From 1st January 2013 to 1st January 2014, 
the police responded to 673 incidents in the 
Bentham parish. This does not include the 
778 incidents reported for the Ingleton par-
ish. Fortunately the amount of calls we re-
ceive does not reflect actual crime figures 
for the parish. There were a total of 97 
crimes in the Bentham parish over that 
year. 

Crime is only a small part of what we 
deal with every day and last year there has 
been an increase in some crimes and a drop 
in others. The biggest increases last year 
were in criminal damage and theft offences. 
Stock theft has been a major factor in the 
increase in theft figures along with shop 
thefts. Theft of livestock has risen dramati-
cally across the country with all our 
neighbouring forces seeing an increase in 
rural crime. (See page 33) 

The 97 crimes in the parish cover a range 
of offences from criminal damage to vio-
lence and drugs. Much of the crime we suf-
fer in this area is from people travelling into 
North Yorkshire mainly from Lancashire 
and West Yorkshire. North Craven is vast 
with numerous roads into and out of the 
area and many of these are remote rural 
roads. 

The police rely heavily on the public to 
contact them with anything they feel is sus-
picious or needs police attendance. Last 
year the police in Craven launched COUN-
TRY WATCH, which is essentially a rural 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme for farms 
and rural businesses. Everyone who signs 
up to the scheme receives a pack with crime 
prevention advice etc and is put on a ring 
master system where they can receive texts 
and emails informing them, in almost real 
time, of any incidents of note and suspi-
cious vehicles in the area. We are working 
with other agencies like Trading Standards, 
Defra and Environmental Health, this year 
more than ever in an attempt to combat the 
increase in rural crime. 

We would urge people to contact us with 

any information they have about anything 
they feel needs our attention from crime to 
anti-social behaviour. The 101 number is for 
non emergencies but if anyone feels the 
incident they are reporting needs prompt 
action then do not hesitate to use 999. 

You can always contact the Ingleton offi-
cers by email if you want to talk to them 
personally and in confidence. Some occur-
rences impact heavily on a community and 
the use of drugs is definitely one of them. 
Bentham is not immune from this and, 
sadly, drug use is a part of the culture here 
like almost everywhere else in the country. 
This was tragically highlighted in January 
last year when a 24-year-old local man died 
from using controlled drugs. Last year actu-
ally saw a marked decrease in the number 
of drug related offences we dealt with in 
the parish. The police will be going into 
schools over the course of this year and 
trying to make youngsters aware of all the 
consequences of using controlled drugs. 
Hopefully we will also be running some 
sessions for parents about drug use and 
other important issues like internet safety 
over the year and these will be put in Ben-
tham News and sent out from schools.  

Crime actually represents a small part of 
the incidents we deal with and, over the last 
year, we also received 54 calls regarding 
concerns for safety and 77 reports of miss-
ing people and 41 road traffic accidents of 
varying degrees of seriousness. 

This is just a snap shot of what the po-
lice deal with and I think it is important to 
remember that Craven is one of the safest 
places in Yorkshire to live and we are very 
lucky to still have 24 hour police cover. At 
this moment in time the numbers of police 
in Craven are hopefully going to remain 
untouched and all the officers who cover 
the area are committed to serving the peo-
ple of Bentham. I cannot stress how impor-
tant the general public are to us and hope 
that the spirit of cooperation will remain 
high between the local population and the 
police. Anyone wanting to contact the lo-
cal police can do so by phoning 101 or 999 
in an emergency. 
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Bakers’ Half Dozen 
By John Neal 

Photograph courtesy of Country Harvest of  l-r 
Cath, Maureen, Rachel, Angela, Alan, Norma. 
Bentham's Oakroyd Bakery has been saved 
from closure and jobs secured after its ac-
quisition by Country Harvest at Ingle-
ton.  The move follows the retirement of 
well-known bakery boss Peter Hudson.  

“We couldn’t have had a more exciting 
start to the year,” said Country Harvest’s 
Managing Director Mike Clark. 
“Acquiring our own bakery ensures our 
self-sufficiency and creates a wealth of 

development potential. It also cements our 
role as one of the major local employers in 
the Ingleton and Bentham area adding 
eight more jobs to the 53 full and part-time 
people we already employ.”  

Mike added that it was a ‘pleasure’ to 
be working with such a superb team at 
Bentham including new bakery manager 
Angela Danskin from Ingleton, plus Mau-
reen, Rachel, Alan, Norma, Raymond, 
Cath, and now Tracy, who used to own the 
newsagents in Ingleton. “They will all be a  
great addition to the fantastic staff we al-
ready have at Country Harvest,” said 
Mike.  

 

Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 

Mob: 07768 571407 
 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 
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Incorporating the Bentham bakery came 
from a suggestion by Peter Hudson him-
self and is part of a self sufficiency plan for 
Country Harvest, which has also wel-
comed butcher George Taylor of Ingleton 
into the fold.  

“With the acquisition of the bakery, 
which previously ‘supplied’ us with bread 
and cakes, they will now be our ‘own-
make’,” explained Mike. “We will also be 
adding award-winning recipe savoury 

pork and hand-raised pies to the range for 
Bentham, as well as our deli counter at 
Country Harvest.   

"Without dependency on other suppli-
ers we can provide meat from our own 
butcher and now all our bakery require-
ments from Bentham. It's good for us and 
for the local economy," said Mr Clark, who 
added that there may be some updating of 
the bakery shop. “I hope customers will 
bear with us while we carry out the work.” 

B & C. E. ARMSTRONG 
17 Main Street, Bentham 64871 
Visit us online at: www.bcearmstrong.co.uk 

Seeds, Seed Potatoes, Onion Sets, Peas, 

Beans... IN STOCK NOW!! 
 

Coal, logs, kindling, fire lighters, bottled 

gas, companion sets, and fire grates. 

 

 

 

 

For Professional, Effective, Chartered 
Physiotherapy, including sports injuries, 

backs, necks and acupuncture.  
AXA, AVIVA, BUPA authorised clinic 

established 1998 

Phone 015242 62216 
www.benthamphysio.co.uk  

Upholstery projects undertaken 

- no job too small - 
please contact  

 

Sunny Bank Upholstery  

015242 62164 
for quotes and/or advice. 

http://www.benthamphysio.co.uk
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Big And Scary 
By Andy Mouncey 

As a Benthamer and Ultra Runner, last 
month I was on the start line of The Spine 
Race: 268 winter miles south to north on 
The Pennine Way as continuously as possi-
ble and all within seven days.  

While the fastest ever recorded time on 
TPW stands at an incredible two and a half 
days, most walkers take around three 
weeks to complete it. Winter conditions add 
considerably to the challenge and the drop 
out rate is very high.  

For this third year of the race, 75 runners 
started, less than half finished and despite 
very difficult conditions the winner, Pavel 
Paloncy from the Czech Republic, set a new 
record time of five days. 

I had started this race in 2013 but 
dropped out at 105 miles. This year I had 
prepared differently and last autumn had 
also launched a special challenge to schools 
along TPW route: Pupils were to run 268 
miles in the months to Sport Relief Day in 
March, raise money for the charity and 
learn some of the mental skills needed to be 
a successful endurance athlete.  

By the time race week arrived, I had 
1,600 pupils in thirteen schools involved 
and willing me on. Despite this I struggled 
to keep warm pretty much from the start 
and at 160 miles into the race and in 6th 
place I took the decision to stop. 

My school project continues and you can 
read more about it on Facebook/
CrackingThe Spine 

The full and gripping account of my race 
is on the blog page of my website 
www.bigandscaryrunning.com 

To see this amazing picture in colour, you can 
also visit the Bentham News facebook page. 

http://www.bigandscaryrunning.com/
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What's Going On? 
By Felicity Hey, Town Councillor 
On www.aboutbentham.org.uk, Bentham 
Town Council wants everyone to know 
what is going on in Bentham. We all use 
the excellent diary section of the Bentham 
News, but residents, visitors and the 
Tourist Information Point have little infor-
mation about what is coming up in the 

months ahead.  

If you are organising an event of any 
sort that you would like to see included 
on the events section of the website, 
please send the details to Townclerk 
@benthamtowncouncil.co.uk   

Also, if you have a business or organi-
sation that you would like listed, please 
contact the Town Clerk for an application 
form.   

 

 

 

 

 

REDHEADS COAL AND GAS 
 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 

All sizes of bottled gas delivered 

Kindling-logs-prepacked fuel 

Compost and Gro-Bags 

We won’t be beaten on Price 

Quality and Service 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

015242 41626 
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We provide                       

free NHS eye 

examinations at 

home.   

015242 30701 
Website  

address 
www.lakelandandhomevisioncare.co.uk 

Churches Together 
By Revd. Monsignor Tony Boylan, 
St Boniface Catholic Church 

We learn from the Old Testa-
ment in the Bible that, when people wanted 
to repent of their evil deeds, they did so in a 
very dramatic way.  They wore sackcloth 
and scattered ashes over themselves – an 
itchy and dirty business!  That’s not a cus-
tom that would attract us dozens of centu-
ries later.  But there is a relic of it in our 
Catholic customs.  On “Ash Wednes-
day” (5th March) Catholics mark the start 
of Lent – a season of repentance for our sins 
– by receiving at a special service in church 
a cross on our foreheads.  It is black and 
made from ashes.  We hear a passage from 
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6:1-
16, 16-18) about prayer, self-denial and 
almsgiving.  Those are the three ways in 
which many Christians try to observe the 40 
days of Lent. We try to give more time to 
prayer in our busy lives; we try to deny 
ourselves – give things up; and we try to 
support those less fortunate than we are. 

Our prayer will probably help us to rec-
ognise things in our lives that we ought to 
change – we think again! That’s what the 
word “repent” means – it’s from a Latin 
word repensare; it means literally to think 
again.  Denying ourselves (giving things 
up) should not be simply giving up the 
little pleasures of life like sweets and choco-
late.  It should include giving up any sinful 
habit that we may have fallen into.  Some 
people decide, for example, to give up 
smoking or alcoholic drinks for the 40 days 
of Lent.  That may be quite a challenge.   

Here’s the important thing, though: self-
denial and alms-giving are con-
nected.  Whatever we save by our self-
denial does not go into our holiday fund or 
towards our next shopping trip.  It is given 
away – to those less fortunate than we 
are.   Pope Francis just very recently 
pointed out that Christians are called to 
carry out during Lent acts of self-denial and 
help those less fortunate than themselves: 

“We Christians are called to confront the 
poverty of our brothers and sisters, to touch 
it, make it our own and to take practical 
steps to alleviate it.” 

For many years now Christians in Ben-
tham have come together during Lent to 
mark the season – especially by praying 
and thinking together, by denying our-
selves and helping the less fortunate.  We 
shall do so again this Lent.  We shall meet 
around lunchtime every Wednesday of 
Lent at the Methodist church.  We reflect 
and pray together and share a very simple 
meal – just soup, bread and maybe a piece 
of fruit along with a drink of tea or cof-
fee.  What we save by taking only that very 
simple meal we give away to a Christian 
charity – Christian Aid, CAFOD or to the 
Tear Fund.  The less fortunate benefit from 
our self-denial.  That’s what the season of 
Lent is about.  If you are free and would 
like to join in, come along on 5th March 
(Ash Wednesday) and hear what the theme 
of our prayer and reflection will be for Lent 
this year.   
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Teen Book Review  
By Imogene Henshaw 
‘BZRK’, is the first book in a trilogy by 
Michael Grant. The second book, ‘BZRK 
Reloaded’ has already been released with 
the last book ‘BZRK Apocalypse’ expected 
to be released on the 7th May 2014, though 
this may change. 

Set in the near future, BZRK is a story 
about the war for the control of the human 
mind, the two sides in this hidden battle 
are Charles and Benjamin Armstrong, con-
joined twins and owners of the Armstrong 
Fancy Gifts Corporation. Their objective? 
To turn the world into what they believe is 
Utopia, no wars, no famine, no hate. But 
no free will. 

But who is opposing them? BZRK; a 
ragtag group of teens and young adults 
who are fighting for the right to be messed 
up, to be violent, to be human. Whatever 
the cost. 

But this is no ordinary war. The fighting 
is unseen by the rest of the world, the 
weapons deployed are on the Nano-level 
and the battle ground is the human brain. 
In this war there is no stalemate there is 
only victory… or insanity.  

I really liked this book - the story line is 
fantastic, it’s complex and keeps you 
guessing to the very end – and then some! 
I found that you instantly connected with 
the characters and developed compassion 
towards them and the many challenges 
that they face. I would recommend this 
book if you are interested in the workings 
of the human mind, computers and the 
idea of nanotechnology. 

If you liked this book you should also 
try:  

‘The Enemy’ by Charlie Higson (The 
Enemy Series), 

‘Divergent’ by Veronica Roth (The Di-
vergent Trilogy) 

Or ‘Lord Loss’ by Darren Shan (The 
Demonata Series). 

TOLL HOUSE COMPUTERS 
Repair, upgrades, servicing, 

networking and security. 

Virus & Spyware removal. 

All work undertaken. 

Reasonable prices. 

No fix—No fee. 

Call Martin on 015242 62605 
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Events in March 
Sat 1st  Bentham Methodist 

  Church, 4-6pm, Messy Church. 

 Town Hall, 10am-12noon,   

    Youth Café Coffee Morning. 

 Looking Well, 11am-4pm. Warm 
 Weekends at Looking Well. 2-4pm 
 ‘Seed sowing for beginners’. Includes 
 lunch, all welcome.  

 Bentham Footpath Group, 

  Hellifield, 8 mls, Leaders David and 

 Janet Toft, 015242 62570. Meet at  

 Lairgill 9:30am. 

Mon 3rd  Bentham Methodist  

 Church, 10-11:30am, Toddle-in for  

 parents and carers with children 0-4. 
 And every Mon. 

 3:45-4:45pm, Adventurers for children 

  aged 4-6. And every term time Mon. 

 6:15-7:30pm, Springboard for children 

  aged 7-11 years. And every term time 

  Mon. 

 Victoria Institute, 10am- 12noon,  

 Office Open. And every Mon. 

 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link Cafe. 

 And every Mon. 

 6:15-7:45pm, Tai Chi. And every Mon. 

 Town Hall, 10-11am, Zanna’s Ballet 

  class. And every Mon.  

 1-4pm, Indoor Bowls. And every Mon. 

 7:30pm Council Meeting with Drop in  

 Lairgill, 9:30am, Walks For Women. 
 And every Mon. 

Tue 4th Victoria Institute, 10am- 

 12noon, Office Open. And every Tue. 

 3:45-9pm, Helen Howard School of 

  Dance. And every Tue. 

 Town Hall, 9:30-10:30, Baby Fitness. 
 Also 11th and 18th. 

 10am-12noon, Craft Club. And every 
 Tue. 

 10-11am, Zanna’s Mature Movers. 

  And every Tue. 

 6-7pm, Yoga. And every Tue. 

 7-8pm, Aerobics. And every Tue. 

 Looking Well, 9:30-11:30am, Light 

  Leg Stretchers—walking group 

 for men and women.  

 10:30am-12:45pm, Community  
 Tuesday@Looking Well. And every 

  Tue. 

 11:30am-1pm, Creative Writing 

  Group. And every Tue. 

 12:45-1:30pm, Community Shared 

  Lunch. And every Tue. 

Wed 5th  Bentham Methodist 

  Church, 10-11:30am, Coffee Morning. 
 Donations to local charities. And  

 every Wed. 

 1:30-3pm, Welcome Wednesdays for 

  families with preschoolers, run by 

  North Craven Children’s Centre. 

  And every Wed. 

 Victoria Institute, 9:30- 11:30am, Post 
 Office Services. And every Wed. 

 11:30am-2pm, Community Link Cafe. 
 And every Wed. 

 2-3pm, Line Dancing. And every Wed. 

 4:30-8:15pm, Helen Howard School of  

 Dance. And every Wed. 

 Looking Well, 9:30am-12:30pm, 

  NYCC Adult Learning Work Club. 

  And every Wed. 

 2-4pm, Art for All. And every Wed. 

Thur 6th  Bentham Methodist 

       Church, 2pm, Welcome-in Dominoes    

        and tea. Contact Anthony for transport  

        on 63156. Also 20th. 

 Victoria Institute, 10am-12noon, Bat 

 ‘N’ Chat. And every Thur. 

 10am-1pm, Art Group. And every  

 Thur. 

 1:30-3:30pm, Piper’s Painters. And 

   every Thur. 

 4-7pm, Helen Howard School of 

 Dance. And every Thur. 

 Town Hall, 7-10pm, High Bentham 

 WI. 
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Thur 6th  Looking Well, 11am-1:30pm,  

 Bentham and District Cancer Support 

  Group Drop In, art session lunch and 

  therapies. Also 20th. 

 1:30-4:30pm, Community Art Shed. 

 And every Thur. 

Fri 7th  Bentham Methodist 

  Church, 5pm, Table Tennis Evening. 

 Coaching from 5pm, competition 

 from 7pm. 

 Victoria Institute, 10am-12noon, Post 

 Office Services. And every Fri. 

 4-7pm, Helen Howard School of 

  Dance. And every Fri. 

 Bentham Town Hall, 11am-12:30pm, 

 Craven Customer Services. Also 21st. 

 6:30-7:30pm, Yoga. And every Friday. 

 Looking Well, 10:30am-1pm, Art       

        Skills Development. And every Fri. 

Sat 8th  Bentham Methodist 

  Church, 7:30pm, Country Gospel  

 Evening. Everyone Welcome. 

 Victoria Institute, 10am-12noon, Book 
 Swap. 

 Town Hall, 10am-12noon, NISCU 
 Coffee Morning. 

Mon 10th Looking Well, 7-9:30pm,   

        Mindfulness Meditation Group.  

        And 24th. 

 Deadline for BN Cover Pages. 

Fri 14th  Bentham Footpath Group, 

  Elterwater, 10 mls, Leader David 

 Longton  015242 61838. Meet at 

 Lairgill 9:30am. 

Sat 15th  Victoria Institute, 6:30pm, 
 Chocolate Bingo Night. Raffle and 
 refreshments. Families welcome. 

 Looking Well, 11am- 4pm. Warm 
 Weekends at Looking Well. 2-4pm, 
 ‘Fundamentals of Exposure’. Includes 
 lunch, all welcome.  

 Town Hall, 10am-12noon,   

    St Boniface Coffee Morning. 

 2:30pm-4pm, BEST give and take day. 
 See page 13. 

 Deadline for BN Main Pages. 

Thur 20th  Victoria Institute, 7:30pm.     

        Low Bentham WI. ‘What Betsy Did  
 Next’ By Joanne Halliwell.  

 Bentham Footpath Group, 

  Borwick—no lunch, 4 mls, Leader 

 Keith Hartley 015242 62373. Meet at 

 Lairgill 10:30am. 

Fri 21st Lairgill, 8:30-11am, Waste 
 paper collection. Proceeds for NSPCC 

Sat 22nd  Town Hall, 10am-12noon,   

    Mencap Coffee Morning. 

 Looking Well, 11am- 4pm. Warm 
 Weekends at Looking Well.  

 2-4pm, ‘Carnival making’.  

 Includes lunch, all welcome.  

Wed 26th  Town Hall, 7-8pm, Pre-
 election Meeting See page 38. 
Fri 28th  April BN Published 

Sat 29th Town Hall, 10am 

 -12noon,  TIP Coffee Morning. 

 Looking Well, 11am- 4pm. Warm 
 Weekends at Looking Well.  

 2-4pm, ‘Make your own cloche’. 
 Includes lunch, all welcome.  

 Ingleton Community Centre, 2pm, 
 French Twinning Group Jumble Sale. 

 Bentham Footpath Group, 

  Cowan Bridge, 7.5 mls, Leader Cherith 

 Metcalfe 015242 61742. Meet at Lairgill

 9:30am. 

Mon 31st  Town Hall, 7-10pm,  

 Ewecross Historical Soc. Peter  

 Donnelly: A history of the king’s own 
 regiment 1680-1959. 

MP Surgeries 
Julian Smith, MP for Skipton and Ripon, 

is soon to be holding two local surgeries. 
One in Skipton on Friday 21st March, from 
4-5pm at Skipton Town Hall, and another 
in Ingleton on Friday 4th April from 3-
4pm at Ingleborough Community Centre. 
If you would like to talk to your local MP, 
please book an appointment by email 
Julian,smith.mp@parliament.uk or phone 
0207 219 7145.  
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Steaks Are High 
By John-Francis Read   

Steak is a treat. We all know that. For the 
majority, a once a month thing at most and 
sometimes a lot less often. 

 Being one of the prime cuts, steak is not 
cheap, but treated correctly it is one of the 
most satisfying things going and well 
worth paying that little bit extra for. 

 Below is a quick guide to ensuring your 
'treat' is as good as it can be. 

First things first. Buy a good steak from a 
good butcher. The supermarkets have done 
a great job convincing people that steaks 
should be bright red and wet. They should-
n't! They should be dark red - brownish and 
quite dry to the touch. They dry as they age 
and ageing increases flavour and tender-
ness. Supermarket meat tends to be aged 
for less time so contains more water. Water 
equals weight, weight equals price. This 
means your steak will shrink more as it 
cooks and won’t fry as well as it might. 
Longer ageing also breaks down the muscle 

fibres giving a more tender product. 

Choose your weapon. In the UK the 4 
most common steaks (from most to least 
expensive) are Fillet, Rib Eye, Sirloin and 
Rump. For me, a Rib Eye would be my first 
choice, then Rump, then Sirloin and my last 
choice would be a Fillet. This is my per-
sonal opinion based on flavour and lean to 
fat ratio. 

Make sure the steak is at room tempera-
ture before you cook it. Take it out of the 
fridge a couple of hours before you’re going 
to cook it. This will help it cook evenly and 
will give it a better chance of being tender 
and juicy. 

For best results fry, fry, fry. You want a 
trusty, heavy-based, medium frying pan at 
a medium-hot temperature (not smoking 
hot). Ideally use about a tablespoon of lard, 
dripping (saved in the fridge from a previ-
ous roast beef, pork or chicken) or peanut 
oil. Avoid olive or vegetable oil as it can 
taint the flavour of the meat. 

 Add the fat to the pan, let it melt and lay 
your little darlings into the pan. 
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Pica Advert 

Tai chi Qigong 
We learn to use the mind  

to free the body – 

and it is good for health 

Low Bentham, Victoria Hall 

Mondays 6.15-7.45pm 

Clapham Village Hall 

Thursdays 9-10am 

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 

ALL WELCOME TO JOIN AT ANY TIME 
 

tonybennett242@btinternet.com 

You want the steak to fry, so I recom-
mend cooking no more than two steaks at 
once. This will keep the temperature hot 
enough and avoid stewing the meat in its 
own juices. Avoid the temptation to move 
them for thirty seconds to a minute. Turn 
over and season with salt and pepper on 
the cooked side. After another minute, turn 
over and season the second side. 

 Turn the steak every minute or so 
throughout cooking. Approximate overall 
cooking times are as follows and vary de-
pending on the thickness of your steak 
(these are based on a steak around an inch 
thick): - 

• Rare – 3 minutes • Medium-rare – 5 
minutes • Medium – 7 minutes • Well done 
– 10 minutes or just don't bother. 

For the last minute of the cooking time, 
throw in a good knob of butter and baste 
the steak as it melts. This may seem indul-
gent but you are having a steak treat after 
all and it does make a big difference. 

LET IT REST! The most important thing 

when cooking any meat is what most peo-
ple fail to do completely. Transfer the 
steaks to a warmed plate and cover with tin 
foil or another warmed plate. 

 Letting the meat rest will encourage the 
juices to remain inside where they belong, 
giving you the most juicy and tender steak 
possible. As a guide, let meat rest for HALF 
the time it spent cooking. Cooked for 5 min-
utes? Then rest for 2-3 etc.... As long as it 
stays warm you are laughing all the way to 
culinary satisfaction. 

Use this time wisely. Fry your onions, 
mushrooms, tomatoes or whatever you like 
in the same pan. Splash in a bit of wine, 
beer or Worcestershire sauce and water to 
loosen up (de-glaze) all the caramelised 
meat residue. Let it cook until there is only 
a tablespoon or so of liquid left. Add any 
meat juices from the resting plate that have 
found their way out of the meat. This is the 
Holy Grail of any sauce and is lovely 
poured on your steak. 

Enjoy. You've earned it. 
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Bentham's 
'New'  
Station 
Reaches 60 
By Gerald Townson, FOBS 
Chairman, Photograph from 
the David Johnson Collec-
tion 

Firstly, a very big "thank 
you" from the Friends of 
Bentham Station to every-
one who supported or 
assisted at our coffee 
morning at the end of 
January. A splendid 
£302.31 was raised to add 
to FOBS funds for projects at the station 
which will benefit our community. 

There are strong hints of spring in the 
station planters and gardens at the mo-
ment with hundreds of bulbs growing 
well.  As part of the Embankment Rejuve-
nation Project, preparations are being 
made to construct a variety of nest boxes, 
not only for small birds but tawny owls 
and bats too.  The renovation of a number 
of large poster cases is well under 
way.  They will be used to display artwork 
created by the children from High Ben-
tham Primary School  and so bring colour 
to the station entrance area.  

Plans to create a website covering all 
forms of transport in and around Bentham 
are also well advanced.  It is designed to 
raise awareness of the local transport op-
tions and enable residents to make better 
‘door-to-door’ and ‘greener’ journeys us-
ing the different modes available. 

This year sees the sixtieth anniversary 
of the building of the ‘new’ station at Ben-
tham, which will be marked later in the 
year.  Jennifer Lister, whose father worked 
as Clerk at the station in the 1950s and 60s, 
provided us with an article from a ‘British 
Railways Magazine’ of the time, which 
indicated that in 1954 the original 1849 

station building was demolished, cleared 
and the new one built in just fifteen 
weeks.  At the same time the platforms 
were raised and new signage and lighting 
were installed.  Who said the Railway 
can’t move quickly! 

Back in 1954, Bentham was served by 
up to 23 passenger and four freight trains 
daily.  It was a busy section of line with 42 
freight trains passing through each 
day.  The station had 11 staff, 16,432 tickets 
were issued, 11,529 parcels forwarded, 857 
tons of goods began their rail journey at 
Bentham and there was a steady livestock 
traffic, as was to be seen by the large num-
ber of cattle wagons. 

Whilst we have photographs of the sta-
tion before and after the rebuilding, we 
have been unable, so far, to find any of the 
demolition, the construction and opening 
taking place.  Can you help?  Do you have 
an old photograph of, or article about, the 
rebuilding tucked away somewhere?   We 
would love to see it and, with your per-
mission, would scan and return any items 
straightaway.  If you can help, please get 
in touch. Call in at the station or via the 
contact form on our website: 

 www.friendsofbenthamstation.btck.co.uk  
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Downhill Ski 
Race Benefits 
Air Ambulance 
By Chris Humphreys 
I would like to thank all 
those very generous peo-
ple who sponsored me in 
my endeavour of taking 
part in the world’s longest 
downhill ski race in Mur-
ren, Switzerland. With 
your help we have man-
aged to raise almost 
£1,300.  

I will be closing the 
Inferno Account at the end 
of the month, if anyone 
would still like to donate 
please call in to the Gal-
lery, on Station Road. 
The Inferno Race….    

Unfortunately due to 
the lack of snow in the 
lower valley the race had 
to be shortened to only 5.4 
miles. However this did not stop it being 
one of the hardest things I have done in 
many a year. 

On race day the course was changed at 
the very last minute, due to eighteen 
inches of fresh snow on the upper slopes 
causing an avalanche threat, as a result an 
extra climb was added making it four in 

total, just what we 
didn’t need, more 
pain!  

By the time I 
reached the top of 
the last climb I had 
fallen once, been 
overtaken by two 
skiers but had 
overtaken six. I 
was almost done 
in, I had left every 
thing I had to give 
on the mountain. 

    As I topped the 
climb, the only 
thing that kept me 
going were the 
many supporters 
cheering and spur-
ring me on, and the 
thought of a cold 
beer waiting for me 
at the finish.  

    I crossed the 
finish line with my 
last burst of en-

ergy, to cheers from the huge crowd, I 
looked up at the score board, it read 
“13mins 49 seconds”. 

I had done it. I had made it down in 
one piece and with no real injuries. All the 
hard training and preparation had paid off 
and my final finishing position was 1,139 
out of 1,850 skiers.  “Roll on next year”.  

 
 

COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 

MOB 07765 882579 
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Craven Concerns 
By Craven District Councillor Linda Brock-
bank, Tel: 015242 61598  

e mail: cbrockbank@cravendc.gov.uk  

Community News In Mobile 

Friendly Format 
Community News, Craven District Coun-
cil’s monthly newsletter, is now available in 
a mobile friendly format. The new format is 
designed to accommodate the ever increas-
ing number of smart phone and tablet us-
ers. They will be able access the latest news, 
including council decisions, planning appli-
cations and events, more easily.  

To subscribe to Community News, 
please visit the Craven District Council 
website and go to Council and Democracy/ 
Get Involved/ Community News. 

For further information contact  

Craven District Council – Karen 
Brooks  01756 706315. 

Fringe Programme   
Craven events are part of Yorkshire Fes-

tival 2014. The Tour de France’s Cultural 
Festival – now called Yorkshire Festival 
2014 – will feature Craven’s festivals, events 
and artists. The Yorkshire Festival lasts for 
100 days; from 27 March to 6 July.  

Alongside the commissioned elements of 
the Yorkshire Festival 2014, there will be a 
fringe programme. Arts/cultural events 
open to the public and taking place be-
tween 27 March and  6 July 2014 in York-
shire can be included. If you have an arts-
based event you’d like to promote simply 
sign up via: www.letour.yorkshire.com/
artsfestival/submissions/  

fringe-programme.  

Craven District Council has also updated 
its Event Management guidance on the 
Craven Events website : 

www.cravenevents.org.uk where there are 
helpful downloadable guidance notes and 
templates. If you do not have access to the 
internet, a hard copy is available from the 
Arts Development Officer on 01756 
706408. 

Superfast Broadband Project In 

Bentham  
Green Cabinets are popping up all over! 

More Green cabinets appeared in Febru-
ary. These cabinets will house the new Su-
perfast Broadband equipment which is ex-
pected this year. There is still some work to 
do before Superfast Broadband will be 
available and I will keep you up to date via 
Bentham News.  You can find out more 
about the project from the Superfast Broad-
band website 

www.superfastnorthyorkshire.com  

Or if you can’t get an answer to your 
question you can contact me on the e mail 
address above.  

Friends of Bentham Library - 
Update 

On Friday 24th January our local MP 
Julian Smith visited Bentham Library to see 
how it was getting along.  He was very 
impressed and congratulated us on how 
well we were doing.  Julian also thanked 
those present for a warm welcome. 

Volunteers, committee members and 
NYCC staff met Julian Smith and chatted 
informally over a cup of tea and bis-
cuits.  The message from everyone was 
clear, that Bentham Library is doing well, 
thanks to the support of FoBL volunteers, 
the Bentham librarians and users of the 
Library.  Our Library is at the heart of our 
community and the community want to 
keep their Library open.  However to keep 
the Library open we need your sup-
port.  There are targets which need to be 
achieved so come and support Bentham 
Library by joining as a member.  There are 
lots of services other than just taking out 
books.  Why not come along and see for 
yourself and whilst you are there you can 
try out the new FREE Wi Fi. 

Change Of E Mail Address 
Please note my e-mail address has 

changed to a Craven District Council e mail 
and you can reach me on cbrock-
bank@cravendc.gov.uk 
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Rain, Rain Go 
Away! 
By David Johnson 

At the time of writing the 
news is filled with the suffer-
ing of those caught in the 
appalling weather covering 
south and south west Eng-
land.   Bentham has had its 
fair share of floods and hu-
man disasters inflicted by the 
forces of nature.  The story of the flood that 
destroyed river bridge at High Bentham on 
13th December 1964 was recorded in con-
siderable detail as was the flood at Low 
Bentham in 1923. 

During the latter part of the nineteenth 
century Low Bentham church had the good 
fortune to have Canon Frederick Walker 
Preston-Joy as Rector.  He was interested in 
all aspects of village life and for four years 
he typed, printed and circulated his own 
‘Parish Magazine’. Contrary to what you 
may expect it contained not only details of 
church life but it was also a commentary on 
village life and his reports about the impact 
of the weather at that time are quite reveal-
ing. 

In August 1888 he writes, “The annual 
Sunday  School treat will take place on Au-
gust 11th…It is hoped the weather will 
clear before that date...if we are to believe 
the theory that a wet summer falls to our lot 
every nine years, those who remember the 
incessant rain of 1879 have good cause for 
anxiety this year.  At present (July 27th), 
judging from the rainfall of the last so-
called summer weeks the prospect is by no 
means cheering.” 

He had good reason to be sceptical be-
cause; “On Wednesday July 25th rain had 
fallen in such torrents…that Ellergill Beck 
which runs for some distance under the 
main road through the village burst its 
boundaries opposite Miss Dodgson’s house, 
and in a few minutes converted the street 
into a water-course knee deep, flooding all 
the houses which stood in its way. The or-
phanage, occupied by Mrs Mason and her 

young charges, was at one time danger-
ously threatened: but by means of breaking 
down part of a wall below the School  gate, 
and shoring  the roadway with planks and 
large stones, the stream was turned into its 
proper course again, and in due time 
abated, but not without having caused con-
siderable loss and discomfort to a great 
many of the inhabitants”.  The rather poor 
quality photograph above shows the results 
of a similar downpour in 1923. Residents 
may like to know that the beck was cul-
verted in the 1970s and hopefully these 
events should not be repeated! 

Finally two quotes about a fatal and 
touching event reported in September 
1890:  “It appears that a child of Mr and 
Mrs Charles Burgess, aged little more than 
two and a half years, followed her father a 
little way in the direction of the Parish 
Church soon after 3 o’clock on Saturday 
August 16. At her father’s bidding she 
turned back and has not been seen alive 
since. A little laced boot has been found in 
the river near Clintsfield and the most 
probable theory seems to be that the little 
girl had climbed on a wall near the Mill 
Cottages... and had fallen into the stream 
that was then running at full flood owing to 
the heavy rains that have visited us so in-
cessantly lately... This painful event has cast 
gloom on all.” 

October 1890 “…we are able to announce that 
the body of the little child (Margaret Ann Bur-
gess) … was found in the River Lune and rever-
ently laid to rest in our own churchyard on 
Thursday evening September 4th.” 
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Winter  Weather 
By John Dawson 

There is no doubt that one of the biggest 
influencing factors in the day to day run-
ning of our farm is the weather, it makes 
little difference if it’s summer or winter, 
Mother Nature is very much involved in 
what we do and, as any farmer can testify – 
she can be moody and bad to manage as 
well as thoughtful and accommodating. 

Most farmers tend to prefer summer to 
winter simply because warm disasters are 
better than cold ones. 

Extreme weather adds work to most of 
us and farming is no different. My Dad 
used to tell the tale that during the harsh 
winter of 1947 he and his brother Bill would 
struggle up the fell to feed the sheep, carry-
ing bales of hay on their backs and they 
didn’t know they were home again till one 
of them put their foot down the chimney. 

Grass stops growing in winter so sheep 
have to be fed. On our farm we feed small 
bales of hay which we know as “idiot 
bricks.” When feeding hay to sheep in the 
depths of winter my mind goes back to the 
hot sunny weather of haytime and the frus-
tration of the baler not working. 

  Hopefully we start feeding in early 
January. We pregnancy scan the sheep 
about the end of January and sort them into 
batches depending on how many lambs 
they are carrying. Sheep having one lamb 
continue to have just hay and the occasional 
feed block which is a molassed mineral lick 
that is very expensive and looks like a block 
of sawdust, although the sales rep assures 
me it is not. These sheep will winter away 
quite happily and hopefully produce a sin-
gle lamb of a reasonable size.  

Before scanning was discovered by 
someone wanting to get rich (Robert Garth) 
all our sheep lived together. Sheep having 
singles were sometimes overfed and lambs 
were big and difficult to “get”. 

Sheep that are carrying two obviously 
have more work to do and so need more 
supplementary feeding, this we do at great 

expense. In early February we introduce 
bought in concentrates on a small but costly 
scale this gradually increases as lambing 
approaches.  

75% of lamb growth occurs in the final 
six weeks of pregnancy, as the lambs grow 
there is less room in the sheep’s tummy for 
bulky feeds such as hay.  The concentrates 
provide much needed sustenance in a 
smaller package. If sheep are underfed at 
this stage then lambs are born small, mum 
has poor quality colostrum, she is not in 
great shape and losses increase, for eco-
nomic reasons alone this is to be avoided. 

With the long wet weather we are ex-
periencing it is difficult to keep enough 
energy in the sheep, and she is using lots 
trying to keep warm and grow her babies. 
She is less likely to visit the hay racks be-
cause it is mucky and puddly, instead she 
prefers to stay on the sheltered side of a 
wall. Unfortunately this means she is using 
her fat reserves which is not a good policy 
in the long run, for her or me and my over-
draft.  Often there is no respite as harsh wet 
weather does not take a night off. 

Cold, dry, frosty weather is much health-
ier for our sheep. We notice they eat more, 
it is hard and dry around the racks and 
generally less wearing for the sheep. 

Cattle on our farm all winter inside so 
they take very little harm, all they do is eat - 
and bawl if you are ten minutes late on a 
Sunday morning. With all they eat there is, 
of course, a consequence at the other  end! 
The wet weather has the knock on effect of 
us not being able to get on the land to 
spread muck or slurry, so it is piling up or 
spreading out. Most farms now carry more 
stock than they did maybe twenty years ago 
and more stock means more slurry, a mod-
ern dairy cow can produce well over ten 
gallons a day. 

When I was out feeding the sheep this 
morning after a particularly stormy night 
(12th February) I noticed three new gaps in 
the walls, a missing dairy window and part 
of a barn roof no longer present. 

 Looks like today she is moody. 
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Theft Of Livestock 
By Shirley Brown 
At February’s Town Council meeting Po-
lice Sergeant Mark Hill explained that theft 
of livestock has risen dramatically across 
the whole country. Our area is not im-
mune from this crime and for this reason 
the police in Craven launched Country 
Watch last year. This is essentially a rural 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme for farms 
and rural businesses. Everyone who signs 
up to the scheme is put on to a ring master 
system whereby they receive texts and 
emails in almost real time alerting them to 
any suspicious vehicles or incidents of 
note in the area. This is a really important 
development because it is not possible for 
the five police officers in our area to cover 
every farm and field. They rely strongly on 
information from the public to help them 
catch the thieves who are operating in this 
rural area.  

Sgt Hill explained that these thefts often 

take place in daylight with the thieves 
backing small trucks and trailers on to 
farmland and stealing livestock in small 
numbers. This activity can look extremely 
innocent to a passer-by. However, when in 
doubt, he suggested you make a note of 
the vehicle’s registration number and 
phone the police who can check whether 
what’s happening is legal or not. Use 101 
for non-emergencies, but if you think the 
situation requires prompt attention, do not 
hesitate to use 999. 

OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS 

Contact Barry  

07828 172677 
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Bentham People 

Charity Thanks 

The Motor Neurone Disease Association 
would like to thank all who worked so 
hard and those who attended the Ben-
tham Town Hall Coffee Morning on 8th 
February 2014. The total was magnificent 
- £580.27 (including donations). 

We would also like to thank Sue Ste-
phenson and the customers at the 
Punchbowl in Burton who held raffles 
which raised £155.    

The Motor Neurone Disease Associa-
tion will use all the money raised to give 
direct support to those suffering from 
the disease, to help pay for research into 
the disease and to raise awareness.  

 

Marie, Sylvia and Ben would like to say 
thank you to everyone for the great re-
sponse and taking the trouble to drop off 
socks at Sole to Soul for the Bradford 
‘Socks on the Street Project’.  

In January alone we collected 60 pairs 
which were collected by Ben at the end 
of January.  We are pleased to see that 
the box is starting to fill up again – this 
is a year round project.   

Ben is also happy if people want to 
start up their own collection points for 
homeless projects in other areas. 

 

Bentham Show Quiz Night 
By Val Lawson 
Thank you to the 33 teams who attended 
our 15th annual quiz night in February at 
Bentham Town Hall. 
After 10 rounds of questions set by Quiz 
master John Whitfield. The winners were 
as follows :  1st with 82 points were R 
Holden, B Davies, I Brown & R Simmonds. 
2nd with 81 points were M Parker, P Fos-
ter, J Wright & J Marshall. 3rd with 80 
points were B & R Wills, D Faraday & J 
Lister. The first of 12 raffle prizes was 
won by M Camacho. The amount raised 
was £525. Look forward to seeing you all 
at next year’s quiz. 

 

The Community Link Cafe would like to 
say a big thank you to everybody who 
supported the coffee morning at the 
town hall in January. We raised nearly 
£300. 

 

Free to anyone interested: 1. Large 

mounted wall chart of all Kings and 
Queens of England, Scotland and Wales. 2. 
24 volumes of Encyclopaedia Britannica in 
bookcase, with Events Year Books for 1961
-69. 3. 20 volume Oxford English Diction-
ary. Tel: 61222. 

 

Announcements 
Wilkins, Fraser. Sadly Fraser died in the 
SWA Hospital Enniskillen on the 15th 
January following a stroke. He will be 
sadly missed by his wife, son and daugh-
ter, their spouses and six grandchildren as 
well as by family and many friends. 

There is an article on page 12 about his life in 
Bentham. 

 

B & W  
FUNERALS 

 

39 Main Street, Ingleton, 
Carnforth, LA6 3EH 

 

24 Hour Service 
Covering: 

Ingleton, Bentham, Austwick,  
Clapham, Settle, Wray, Hornby,  

Caton & Kirkby Lonsdale 

James G Macdonald 
Private Chapel of Rest 

 

Tel: 015242 61370 
Mob: 07758 002260 

Office Tel: 015242 41293 
Email: jmfunerals@gmail.com 
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Carnival Bentham By Bike 
By Ali Clough 

Please get involved this year so we can 
really make 31st May a day to remember. 
Come to Looking Well any Saturday 
(except 8th March) to get ideas, make 
yourself a costume or offer to help with 
some aspect of getting it on. We will need 
lots of people to help on the day and be-
fore. Our next public meeting is on Satur-
day March 15th at 4pm at Looking Well. 
Please come along!    

HARRINGTON CARPETS                                     
(Est  over 30 years) 

Local Supplier and Fitter                             
of Carpets and Vinyl. 

Quick, reliable service, free estimates and 
planning.  Very competitive prices.  Sample 

books delivered to your home for you to 
choose at your leisure and with no 

obligation to buy.  All budgets catered for. 
Contact John on 015242 61794 or mobile 

 

LOGS LOGS LOGS 
 

Firewood, Kindling Bags or  
Loads, Seasoned Logs. 

Free Local Delivery 
Bentham Road, Ingleton. 

Call David on  
Tel: 015242 41521 

Mobile: 07713055404 

TO LET 
 

Large 3 Bed-roomed  

Upper Floor Flat 

Station Road, Bentham 

£500 PCM 
 

Tel 61387 evenings. 

Mid Terraced Cottage 

to Rent 

Main Street Low Bentham 

£375 pcm 

Contact 015242 98850 
Housing benefit accepted 

2 bedrooms 

New bath & shower room 

Large kitchen dinning room 

Lounge/central heated 

Part/unfurnished 

parking space on road at front 

(small local car park also) 

Very large detached garden to rear 

 

Assured Shorthold Tenancy 

Property for sale £110,000 

Fisher Hopper Bentham 
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Bell Ringing 
By Jane Miller 

Those of you who live in Low Bentham will 
probably be aware of, and will have 
heard ,the bells of St John the Baptist 
Church being rung by the Bell Ringing 
Group. We meet on a Wednesday evening 
between 7 and about 8:30pm.   

We are often joined by  very experi-
enced ringers from the area who are giving 
us valuable instruction and encourage-
ment as we aim to  become good enough 
to ring peels and changes to mark impor-
tant events in the Church and commu-
nity.   

Bell ringing is a skill which develops co-
ordination and teamwork and although the 
bells can weigh over a ton, technique rather 
than strength keeps the bell ringing cor-
rectly. Currently there are about 8 regular 
ringers from Bentham.  If you would like to 
try bell ringing (or Campanology to give its 
proper name,) ring our Tower Captain Leila 
Atkinson  on 62227 for more information.  

Neighbourhood Planning: 
Your Opportunity to Shape Bentham 

in the Future. 
Craven District Council is in the process of 
producing its Local Development Plan for 
the next 10 years which will define the 
planning policies and identify the develop-
ment land over the next decade. At the 
same time the Government has legislated 
for Parish Councils to be able to develop 
their own local plan – called a Neighbour-
hood Plan, to sit alongside and have some 
local influence on the Local Development 
Plan. 

The Town Council has decided that 
Bentham should work towards its own 
Neighbourhood Plan so we can all have a 
say in how both High and Low Bentham 
develop in the future. The first step in this 
process is to collect evidence from as many 
people as possible about what is good and 
what is not so good about living in Ben-
tham.  

To this end a short questionnaire has 
been produced and the results will be used 
to direct the Bentham Neighbourhood 
Plan which in turn will influence how the 
parish develops in the future. 

The questionnaire will be delivered 
around the parish towards the end of 
March by Councillors, who will also col-
lect the completed form, or you can deliver 
it to a post box in the Tourist Information. 
Alternatively you can complete it on line 
at www.benthamtowncouncil.co.uk. In all 
cases responses will be kept confidential. 

Whilst the Council is beginning the 
Neighbourhood Planning process it be-
lieves it should be a Community initiative 
and would like to invite you, if you are 
interested in taking part to make yourself 
known – either by talking to a member of 
the Council or by filling your details on the 
form when you return it. There will also be 
various consultation events during the 
process to keep everyone up to date with 
the plan as it emerges. 
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HORNBY DAY NURSERY 
 Fully qualified staff 

 7.30 to 6.30pm 

 Pre-school Nursery & Education Grant 

 Dedicated Baby & Toddler Facilities 

 Secure outdoor play area 
1 Station Road, Hornby.                               

Tel: 015242 22288 
E:info@hornbydaynursery.co.uk 

TEMPTATIONS CRAFT BOUTIQUE 
 

31 Main Street, Bentham 

Tel: 015242 61868 
www.temptationsbentham.co.uk 

 

Mothers Day Gifts 

Lots of lovely craft books 

Fabrics, Wool  

Handmade gifts 

Gift Vouchers Available  
 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK 

DMS CONSTRUCTION  

CONSULTANCY 
Estimating, Quantity Surveying and  

Project Management services 

to Contractors, Clients and Architects. 

Email:davidstocksgigg@aol.com 

Telephone: 07824 166225   
I offer a local and professional service, with 25 

years experience, working with small and medium 

sized companies.  

For a free initial consultation call David Stocks. 

Confidential COUNSELLING 

with Care and Compassion 
 

P.H. Counselling 
A Registered Member of British Associa-

tion for Counselling & Psychotherapy. 

For an appointment please telephone: 

 0750 501 0975 

 

Ewecross Historical Society 
By Mary Taylor 
Dr Guy Woolnough gave a fascinating lec-
ture, to the Ewecross Historical Society in 
Bentham on Monday 27 January, entitled 
Sunday Afternoon Policing. 

He brought to life Kendal in the 1880s as 
he spoke of the opposing factions in the 
town, and told the case of a drunken man 
accused of murdering a policeman, the 
man’s sentence was a year in prison for 
manslaughter.  Dr Woolnough explained by 
graphs that statistics should not always be 
believed and answered many questions.       

Sir John Kerr thanked the speaker; the 
next meeting will be Historical Architecture 
of Windermere with Ian Jones. 

LASRUG News: 
By David Alder 

Leeds-Morecambe Railway Timetable:  
Please note that the Lancaster/Morecambe 
bound afternoon train has had a new depar-
ture time from Bentham on Monday to Fri-

day at 14.40 since 9th December 2013. The 
Saturday departure time remains at 15.13. 
The 09.34 timing of the second train towards 
Lancaster on Mondays to Fridays has also 
caught some passengers out! Several trains 
have different departure times on Saturday 
from the rest of the week so please double 
check the times if you intend to travel. The 
full list of train departures from Bentham 
Station is available from the Town Hall no-
tice board. 

Winter Dales Railcard Offer: 
The period from Monday 3rd March until 

Saturday 22nd March inclusive will be your 
last chance to take advantage of this year’s 
offer of a maximum £8 day return fare over 
the Settle-Carlisle and Leeds-Morecambe 
corridors for Dales Railcard holders. Full 
information about the offer – which repre-
sents a bargain for day trips to Leeds, Brad-
ford and Carlisle, for example - and about 
the railcards [which cost £12 per year] can be 
obtained from Settle, Carnforth, and Skipton 
stations or on line. 
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Looking Well News  
By Sean Sanderson 
Carnival Bentham by Bike on 31st May is 
part of the Yorkshire Festival, a major Arts 
and Culture festival that has 100 days of 
events taking place across Yorkshire from 
March 27th to July 6th. Have a look at the 
programme by visiting : 

www.yorkshirefestival.co.uk or pick up a 
leaflet from Looking Well in King 
Street.  There are some magical and in-
triguing events from woolly bicycles to the 
eerie Ghost Peloton. The Festival theme  is 
to “be part of it” so there will be lots of 
opportunity for families to get involved 
with events  as close as Ingleton, Settle 
and  Skipton  as well as our own Carnival 
Bentham by Bike.  The Yorkshire Festi-
val  is sponsored by Yorkshire Water, Arts 
Council and Welcome to Yorkshire. 

Warm Weekend sessions on Saturdays 
from 11.00 to 4.00 pm have got off to a 
good start.  Come along (and bring your 
children too) for tea, coffee or a simple 
lunch.  Visit the new exhibition, Ashley 
Morgan’s  “Lighthouses and Other Ani-
mals” which features a range of his work 
in print, ceramic, 3D, and paint. We are 
also trying out carnival costume ideas and 
making fish windsocks.  In addition, Karen 
Wright is offering  two gardening work-
shops - ‘Seed Sowing for  Beginners’ on  1 
March and ‘Make you own Cloche’ on 29 
March.  Iain Henshaw is leading a photog-
raphy workshop on ‘The Fundamentals of 
Exposure’  on March 15th. All three  run 
from 2.00 to 4.00. There will be a small 
charge to cover costs. We will be closed on 
Saturday 8th March.  

Pioneer Projects is holding the OWN 
NOW Symposium in Skipton on April 3rd. 
This event  builds on the successful work 
that the OWN NOW project has achieved 
delivering arts workshops to improve 
wellbeing and enhance the life of those 
with dementia and their carers.  

We have a small office space and ther-

apy room available for rent. For more in-
formation ,  please email  

sean@pioneerprojects.org.uk or telephone 
015242 62672. 

 

SPECIAL PRE-
ELECTION MEETING 
For anyone thinking about standing 

for Bentham Town Council in the 

election on 22nd May. Bentham News 

is holding an informal meeting where 

prospective candidates can meet town 

councillors, other candidates and ask 

questions in an informal setting. 

Wednesday 26th March 

7pm-8pm 

Lower Town Hall 

Everyone is welcome. 



  39  

 

French Twinning Time 
By Margaret Cowling 
We are busy preparing for the visit of 45 
French visitors from the Breton 
town of La Chapelle des Marais who will 
arrive on May 5th to celebrate 
21 years of " Le Jumelage". 

We've had an excellent response to our 
request for people willing to host 
our friends and know it will be a very en-
joyable experience for us all. 
We are organising excursions and social 
events over the four days of their 
visit to give them a real Yorkshire experi-
ence! 

This will include a trip to Hawes to see 
part of the route of “Le Tour de France," 
Afternoon Tea in Grange  over Sands, a 
21st party at Ingleton Community Centre 
playing bowls, a Domino Drive in Victoria 
Institute, among other things. 

Our Twinning Group will pay for all 
of  these activities and we have two more 
fund-raising events planned before the 
visit and hope that you will be able to join 
us. 

The first is a jumble sale on Saturday 
29th March at Ingleton Community Centre 
from 2pm. Liz and Roger Neale can collect 
Jumble from you, please phone 41155. 

We also have a coffee morning with 
croissants at Bentham Town Hall on Satur-
day April 5th from 10am to 11:30am. 

 

KAT'S MOBILE  

HAIRDRESSING 
  

CONTACT NO. 07581170109 

  

FULLY QUALIFIED IN ALL ASPECTS 

OF HAIRDRESSING 

  

FREE CONSULTATION 

  

20% OFF ANY SERVICE ON 

WEDNESDAYS 

  

NOW DOING MICROBEAD EXTEN-

SIONS REASONABLE RATES 

  

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OF 

PRICES AND TO BOOK AN APPOINT-

MENT CALL THE ABOVE NO. 

John Parker 
 

For All Your Agricultural Building 
And Groundwork Needs. 

Gowbarrow, 
Low Bentham Road 

 

07964239207 
Jp_agriwok@outlook.com 

 

All Concrete Aspects & Hard Landscaping 

 

 

 

 

HORSE AND FARRIER 

 83 Main St, Bentham, LA2 7HR 

www.horseandfarrierinn.co.uk 

Tel No: 015242 61381 
 

 

Quiz night  
every Wed from 9:20pm 

 

Live music  
every Sat from 9:30pm 

 

Like us on Facebook  
for updates every week on 

what’s coming up! 

http://www.horseandfarrierinn.co.uk


40  

 

4 for 4  
Four things to do with your preschooler this month 
By Alice Ellwood 

As the weather improves, and the days 
are get longer, younger children can enjoy 
getting out once more. If you go to a park 
or for a walk, bringing along a few jelly 
babies for encouragement or a Frisbee or 
ball for them to run after—tennis balls are 
great because the yellow is easy to spot—to 
eek out  a little longer outside.  

If the weather is bad though, you can 
always make a maze or a route to follow 
through your house. You can crawl be-
tween cushions, under chairs and behind 
the sofa, following a trail of paper cups, 
over sized buttons or ribbons. Older chil-
dren could try a route only using one arm 
or one leg and hopping along. 

Or why not try setting up some mini 
worlds at home. It could be a sea, a busy 
cafe or the jungle, but try finding a few 
toys, using clothes and pictures to create a 
little corner they can play in. It is also a 

great opportunity to learn new words and 
try new songs. Check out the internet and 
Bentham library has a great range of books 
too. Older children could help create the 
scenes and may already have some favour-
ite toys that you could use as inspiration. 

As spring arrives, you could try growing 
a plant of their own. Cress is good, on wet 
kitchen towels in a pot or egg shell. But if 
you have more space, a larger pot with sun-
flower seeds is great to measure against 
growing children. Who will be tallest at the 
end of the summer? 

M.J. CARR 
Plant and Tool Hire 

With or without certified operator 

4 x 4 and trailer available  

for light haulage 

Competitive rates 

Contact Matthew 07817945637 
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Final Marathon Charity Run 
By Alice Ellwood 
Annie Carrington has been on the pages of 
the BN before for her fundraising events 
and this year is no exception as she will be 
running the London Marathon for the sixth 
and last time for charity on the 13th April. 
She is raising money to support North West 
Cancer Research, which was suggested by 
lifelong supporters Mr and Mrs Holt, who 
Annie works for.  

Annie admits she prefers fell running 
and can find it hard to get out on the roads, 
but says having her dog come along helps 
to get out training on windy wet days.  

If you are able to add to the fund, please 
v i s i t  w ww . j us tg i v i ng .c o m / a n n i e -
carrington3 and look out for more on this 
event in the next edition of the BN. 

Annie also wishes to dedicate this race to 
her good friend Doreen Park.  
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Bentham School Report 
By Catherine Boocock, Headteacher  

Thank you to everyone who came along and 
supported the school’s recent Coffee Morn-
ing which was organised by our wonderful 
hardworking PTFA and volunteers. It 
proved to be a great success, raising an as-
tounding £315.77. Without continued sup-
port, the school would not be able to pro-
vide opportunities such as visiting theatre 
groups to all our children, nor subsidise our 
school trips.   

On Friday 7th February, a small team of 
key stage 2 children took part in a Cluster 
Swimming Gala at Settle Swimming Pool. 
All the children did extremely well and we 
are very proud of them.  It is very gratifying 
to see local children taking part and putting 
such enthusiasm into such an event.  Chil-
dren competed against teams from twelve 
other schools in the area, with three of our 
children winning their particular stroke 
overall in the competition (Joe Edwards, Ben 
Hodgkinson and Lauren Taylor) and two 
children competing in the finals (James 
Walker and Connor Partridge). We were still 
awaiting news of our achievement in the 
Boys’ Relay Race as this article went to 
press!    

Children in classes 4 and 5 are soon to see 
‘Taming of the Shrew’ at the Grand Theatre 
Blackpool, whilst (hopefully), parents of 
children in years 3 and 4 will be busy check-
ing off equipment lists for their children’s 
residential visit to Malham starting on 20th 
March.  

Year 5 have not escaped, and will also be 
busy putting together survival packs in 
readiness for their children’s residential to 
Bewerley Park. Although, admittedly, it 
might just be our brave teachers and assis-
tants who will need survival packs! I will 
keep readers updated following these trips!  

Mrs Hayley Lowis, our Reception Class 
teacher, is busy planning a trip to Skipton 
Castle during February for children in Class 
1, supporting their play-based learning 
around castles.  

The school has signed up to the 
“Sainsbury’s Active Kids”  scheme. Vouch-

ers are available until 20th May, and any 
vouchers would be gratefully received.   

The construction of our new school is 
racing along. It is hoped that we will be 
moving during January 2015. As such, it is 
anticipated that school will be closed on the 
19th December 2014 and 6th January 2015. 
These are subject to change depending on 
progress. We are also hoping to be able to 
provide a playgroup for children between 
the ages of 2 and 3 once we are in our new 
school premises. If you would be interested 
in this provision, please call us. 

Even though the weather may not be 
perfect, children are currently all thoroughly 
enjoying an enhanced PE provision within 
their curriculum. Our own Mr Nathan 
Chambers is a big hit, and we are providing 
additional rugby and football via ‘Little 
Kickers’. Thank you also to Cedar House 
School who have agreed to let us borrow 
their excellent gym facilities for an even 
wider physical education experience.  

After the recent Parent Governor election, 
I would like to welcome Mr David Ward 
back as a parent governor representative. Mr 
Ward will serve alongside myself, Mrs Jill 
Donaldson (Chair of Governors), Mr Robert 
Taylor, Mr Paul Taylor (Vice-Chair of Gov-
ernors), Miss Wendy Dowbiggin, Mrs Mar-
garet Longshaw, Mrs Diane Armstrong, Mrs 
Sarah Jones, Mr David Tuohy, Miss Helen 
Denby, Mrs Gowan Sedgwick  and Mrs 
Helen Jarvis.  

We hope to appoint an Assistant Head 
Teacher from September 2014.  The person 
appointed will be classroom based. 

Did you know, High Bentham school is 
already categorised as one of the top 40% 
schools in the country – see Schools 
Dashboard Data for comparable data.  

Finally, we always welcome visitors here 
at the school, and if you are able to come 
and talk to our children about your career, 
hobby or interests then please contact me on 
015242 61412. We like to emphasise to our 
children that we are a community school, 
and as such warmly welcome members of 
the community into our ‘school community’. 
Also check out our wonderful website, 
www.high-bentham.n-yorks.sch.uk. 
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Construction Of The 
New School 
By Denis Davies, Site manager 

Photograph by Peter Phillips 

Since commencement on site on 28th  
October 2013, our progress has been 
steady despite the weather being particu-
larly bad, making conditions on site chal-
lenging.  

The steel frame of the school has been 
erected and is complete, along with all 
the drainage underneath the building for 
toilets, sinks etc. The large water tank, 
which will store rainwater has been in-
stalled and the access road has been built 
over the top and tarmaced. 

The concrete block work is being built 
from the foundations up to floor level and 
the concrete beams and block flooring 
should be completed by mid March. These 
will all need to be craned into place 
through the steel frame. The internal and 

external masonry walls should be started 
by March and that will lead to scaffolding 
being erected inside and around the build-
ing.  

Foundations are currently being formed 
for the perimeter walls all around the site. 
These will be built in concrete blocks and 
then filled with concrete before being 
faced in dry stone walling. This element of 
work will run through until September. 

M.D. Oversby 
EST 25 Years 

 

‘FEEL THE HEAT’ 
 

With Top Quality 
Seasoned Hardwood or  

Softwood Logs 
 

Sold By The Load Or Bulk Bag 
 

Call Mark On 015242 41694 

LAKE BLED - SLOVENIA  

A 12 DAY COACH HOLIDAY  

23rd June —4th July 2014  
 

Based at The Park Hotel 4* overlooking the 

lake. Dover –Calais Ferry 2 Overnight stops 

each way. Excursions included in the price  

£925.00 based on two sharing Single £1122.00  
 

We use an Executive Coach Supplied by   

Bibby’s of Ingleton. There is no overnight 

travel. For more information please contact   
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Carnival 
Bentham  
By Bike 
"Be part of it” 
By Ali Clough 

Following a success-
ful bid by Pioneer 
Projects for Bentham 
to be part of the 
Yorkshire Festival 
2014 we have set up 
"Carnival Bentham 
by Bike". 

Pioneer Projects are working with the 
Carnival Bentham team to celebrate the 
Grand Depart with a carnival launch of the 
Bentham Passing Place on May 31st 2014. 
It will include a celebratory bike ride, the 
unveiling of new public artwork, live mu-
sic, dance and street theatre. 

As you cycle into Yorkshire along the 

Way of the Roses, a 
fat sheep on a bicycle 
will draw you off the 
route into Bentham, 
the first of ten Pass-
ing Places on Sus-
trans’ long distance 
cycleway  from 
Morecambe to Brid-
lington. A short de-
tour through roll-
ing  green country-
side brings you into 
Bentham, a small 
town on the cross-
roads of two long 

distance cycle routes (Lands End/John O 
Groats and Way of the Roses) with a taste 
for the creative and the unexpected.    

The festival is a major Arts and Culture 
festival running for 100 days in the lead up 
to the Grand Depart. See more about it at 
www.yorkshirefestival.co.uk 

Continued on page 45 

FABRICS FOR THE       
OUTDOORS 

 

WHATEVER YOUR NEEDS! 

THERMAL 

WATER RESISTANT 

WINDPROOF 

ZIPS, WEBBING, BUCKLES, ETC.  

TEL: 015142 63377                                                       EMBROIDERY SERVICE 
 

1st Floor, Central Buildings, Bentham (Entrance via Millers Court next to Bentham Imaging)  

http://pioneerprojects.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e13033c8d931393f08e03e48e&id=72a32f4e96&e=66137e6659
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We have a Facebook page especially set 
up to share what we are doing in the lead 
up to Bentham Carnival by Bike. If you 
like our page, you will automatically be 
kept up to date with our posts. See Carni-
val Bentham by Bike on Facebook 

If you are not on Facebook or want a 
more detailed schedule of the workshops 
and activities on the day, please go to our 
website. www.pioneerprojects.org.uk It's 
very exciting to be part of this festival and 
quite a coup for Bentham.   

 

COUNTRYSIDE PETS 
Dog Grooming & clipping 

By Patricia at her parlour in Ingleton 

Over 30 years experience 

All Breeds catered for 

Pick up service available 

Telephone :-                                                       

07792 843951 or 07772 276411 

Hair Studio              

                 Cath Blackwell, 

             Homeleigh, 

   Fourlands, 

             Bentham, 

            LA2 7EX 
 

   Tel: 015242 62510 

   Mob: 07796 148900 

 

J.L ARMSTRONG 
Builder 

 

New Builds, Extensions,  

Conversions, Stonework. 

City & Guilds Qualified. 

Telephone 015242 63011 

Mobile 07729558475 

http://pioneerprojects.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e13033c8d931393f08e03e48e&id=424b4ba606&e=66137e6659
http://pioneerprojects.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e13033c8d931393f08e03e48e&id=424b4ba606&e=66137e6659
http://pioneerprojects.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e13033c8d931393f08e03e48e&id=eb8dcdb0ff&e=66137e6659


46  

 

VIP Visit For  
Volunteers  

Right, by Alice Ellwood, shows Staff and FoBL 
members. L-r, DCllr Linda Brockbank, Penny 
Corrin, Margaret Cowling, Chris Joint, Char-
lotte Munday, Mike Barron, John Frankland, 
Lynda Burns, Zunetta Rush-Morgan, Bev 
Sim, Julian Smith, Dorothy Stubbs, David 
Johnson, Wendy Dowbiggin, CCllr David 
Ireton and TCllr Felicity Hey. 

Julian Smith, Member of Parliament for 
Skipton and Ripon, visited Bentham Li-
brary on Friday 24 January to meet with 
library users and see the services avail-
able. 

He spoke about his pleasure in seeing 
the progress that the library had made 
since the threat of closure. He gave credit 
to the volunteers, who he said were a great 
inspiration. 

The branch is now open for longer due 
to support from ‘Friends of Bentham Li-
brary’ volunteers and Julian visited to 
acknowledge their this. He talked of the 
importance of the branch to the commu-
nity and services, such as high speed 
broadband access, which is now available.  

TAYLORS 
 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 

High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  

9.00am—5.00pm 

Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 

CharterGroup Financial Manage-
ment is Authorised and Regulated 

by the Financial Conduct Authority 

Storrs Wealth Planning is a trading 

style of CharterGroup Financial 

Management  

Free initial Consultation 
 

 Pre & Post Retirement Planning 
 Investments 
 Inheritance Tax Planning 
 Life Insurance 

Roger Kuhlmann FPFS 
Chartered Financial Planner: 

T-015242 41824/30532 

rkuhlmann@storrswealthplanning.co.uk 

 

25 

YEARS 

EXP. 
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015242 41804 

Continued from previous page. 

Julian has met personally with the staff 
at BT to ensure that Bentham has the best 
possible broadband connection. 

Julian said: “When North Yorkshire 
County Council suggested making changes 
to libraries we saw the strength of feeling in 
the community about how important the 
branch was to the town. 

“I am delighted that Bentham library, 
with the efforts of the volunteers of the 
Friends of Bentham library, is going from 
strength to strength as an important com-
munity hub. It now offers even more ser-
vices, such as the high quality broadband 
access, which I have campaigned for since 
my election. 

“I pay tribute to the work of District 
Councillor Linda Brockbank and to the 
Friends team who give up so much of their 
free time to ensure the library is open for 
longer hours.” 
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Bentham News is published at 1 Summerhill, High Bentham, by an editorial committee con-

sisting of  Trevor Blackwell, Shirley Brown, Jane Miller, Peter Phillips, Richard Wallace, 

Pam Woof and Alice Ellwood—co-ordinator, who can be contacted on 015242 61889. Every 

effort is made to ensure that information contained in the paper is correct, however Ben-

tham News is an open access paper and views and opinions expressed are not necessarily 

those of the editorial committee. The committee reserves the right to edit contributions.  

     We are willing to withhold names on request, but names, addresses and telephone num-

bers must accompany all items for publication, which should be handed in to The Gallery, 

Station Road, or emailed to benthamnews@outlook.com by copy deadline, which is 15th 

March for the April edition. (10th March for the cover pages). We aim to acknowledge all 

emails, so if you do not receive a reply to an email, please contact us again, as it may not 

have been received. 

 

Heroes Honoured 
By David Hartnup 

Whilst looking through my copy of "Craven’s Part in the Great War",  I found a photo 
of a Bentham soldier who was killed when serving in the Canadian cavalry. This encour-
aged me to look at the other local men in the book. Over 40 men from Low and High 
Bentham lost their lives in WW1, but, when painted, they become real people and thus 
look far more than the names on the list. Most of the men joined the Duke of Welling-
ton’s, which was the local regiment, but there were several men who selected other regi-
ments. 

To paint the 40 plus men became a labour of love and I spent over a year on it, off and 
on. Every soldier in the picture is a character and thus has his own little canvas, with its 
own background colour. I have linked them together with straight lines, which also sug-
gests the mechanical war which WW1 became. 

I hope my painting helps people remember those who gave their lives in the Great 
War, 1914-1918. 

Jon Brook, of Bentham Imaging, took the photograph above of the picture created by David Hart-
nup and has had it on display for the past few weeks. In response to local interest, this image will 
now be available to buy for £10 from Bentham Imaging. 


