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Aspire To The 
Heights? 
By Peter Phillips 
Anyone travelling from Low 
Bentham to Burton-in-Lonsdale 
in the past few weeks, when 
coming round the last bend be-
fore the village will have been 
greeted by the sight of All Saints 
Church looking remarkably like 
a Chinese Pagoda, as it is 
swathed in a web of scaffolding 
from the bottom to the top of the 
spire. 

The church, made of sand-
stone and with a spire of red 
cedar wood shingles, was built 
in the 1870s. It was the gift of 
Thomas Thornton, a philanthro-
pist whose uncle, Richard 
Thornton, built the village 
school, now unfortunately 
closed. The shingles needed 
completely replacing having 
stood up to every sort of weath-
er for so many years.   

Messrs Lambert and Walker 
Ltd of Bamber Bridge are carry-
ing out the work. Rob Chegwin, 
the site manager, told me that it 
had taken three weeks in our 
recent terrible weather to erect 
all the scaffolding. There are 
eighteen ‘decks’ on which to 
work, rising right to the top of 
the 40-metre spire. The old shin-
gles are being replaced with identical red cedar ones. The firm is also repairing the lou-
vres in the bell tower. These are the shutters through which the sound of the bells travels. 
The steeple height determines to a large extent how far the bell or chime sound will carry. 
Completion date is set for 16th February, although this I entirely dependent on the 
weather. When all the work is completed the six bells will once again be heard ringing 
out over Burton and the surrounding countryside. 

A ‘Listed Places Of Worship’ grant of £100,000 has been secured from the government, 
with another £40,000 being loaned by local people. These loans will of course have to be 
repaid. Anyone wishing to make a donation should send it to: All Saints PCC Roof Re-
pair Fund, c/o The Treasurer, Thornfields, The Croft, Burton-in-Lonsdale, LA6 3NB. 
Cheques should be made out to ‘All Saints PCC Roof Repair Fund.’ 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Members of the Cast of Beauty and the Beast, clockwise from top left, Joe Edwards, Sean Barnes, 

Catherine Beaumont, Peter Knowles, Fraggle, Lizzie Starr and centre Joseph Ward, Mar,  Jas-

mine Brennan and Toby Edwards 

  PANTO TIME AGAIN  !      See page 5.                                                
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Stars Of The 
Future 
By Charlotte Ormondroyd, 
marketing administrator for 
Richard Turner & Son 

A highlight of Wednesday 
6th January’s night sale was 
undoubtedly the Young 
Farmers singles night with 
22 young farmers showing 
off their skills. Special thanks 
go to the judge; butcher Tom 
Wood of Huntleys Country 
Stores, Samlesbury, for his 
time and expertise. He had a 
hard job finding his prize-
winners among such high 
quality entries. Young folk 
from 3-27 years old, includ-
ing the current chairperson 
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Wenning landslip by Dorothy Stubbs 

Advert sizes 

Half page 12.5 x 9.5 cm 

Quarter page 6.25 x 9.5 cm 

Quarter page banner 12.5 x 4.75 cm 

Eighth page 6.25 x 4.75 cm 

Please supply to size or bigger 

observing ratio 

Bentham News…. 

Would anyone like to volun-
teer to help Bentham News 
for a few hours each month to 
make CDs for people who 
have difficulty with the 
written word? We have the 
equipment but lack the time.  
More information from 
015242 61515. 

 

With effect from next month 
the deadline for submission 
to the Bentham News will be 
the 12th of the 
month.   
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‘Standing Together’ 
By Maggie Bruno, for Bentham Area Refugee 
Support Group 

It is all too easy for us to form opinions and 
judgements on refugees and asylum seek-
ers based on what we hear through the 
media and from the government, and to 
listen to statistics and labels which mask 
the individual and their story. But what 
does it really take to make a person leave 
their home, their family and their country 
to become a refugee? What is it like to be 
refugee? What is it like to claim asylum and 
start again in another strange country 
across the world? 

Zeraselasie Shika, refugee himself, and 
now co-ordinator of the Red Cross Refugee 
Support Service in Bradford and Lorna 
Gledhill from Yorkshire’s Asylum Activist 
project will be talking and sharing their 
experiences at Bentham Town Hall on Sat-
urday 6th February from 12noon – 4.00pm. 
There will be opportunities to meet them, 
for discussion and to ask questions, as well 
as information displays about refugees and 
how we as a community can stand together 
with them and help. Light lunches and teas 
will be served.    

Our very big thanks also go out to all 
who brought food and clothes to the Col-

lection Day for the Red Cross on 13th Janu-
ary, and to those who helped sort and pack 
all it all up and transport it to Bradford. We 
were overwhelmed by the huge response, 
as was Zeraselasie when I took everything 
over to him! Thanks too, to Bentham Meth-
odist Church who generously allowed us to 
use their church hall and to the Victoria 
Institute in Low Bentham for the use of 
their hall.  

On 12th March we are holding a grand 
fundraising event and are looking for per-
formers. If you would like to contribute - 
songs, a poem or two, some tunes, a sketch, 
a big band, a story - do get in touch with 
Annie on 64886 or email benthamrefugee-
group@gmail.com. We would love to hear 
from you. 

 

Left to right at Bentham Methodist Church we 

have Liz Matthew, Alison Easton, Timothy 

Fox, Wendy Smith, Maggie Bruno and Paul 

Hypher. 
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of Macclesfield Young Farmers, Emily 
Wainwright, competed for the top prizes. 
Taking 3rd place in the long wooled class 
was Isaac Middleton with a 44kg mule 
realising £80, in second place was his sister 
Alice with her decorated pink Swale sell-
ing to Ali Shan for £70. Winning the class 
was Ellie Forster who took home £95 and 
the red rosette. In the best-presented class 

for both Hogg and Handler, Robbie Aiken 
took 3rd prize with a 53kg Texel realising 
£130, narrowly beaten by his big sister Katy 
who came 2nd receiving £145. Both were pur-
chased by Jim Hadwin on behalf of B&T Kit-
son Ltd, Cleveland. Winning the class was 
Richard Lancaster with a well-trimmed Beltex 
x Hogg which weighed 45kg making £150 and 
sold to the judge, Tom Wood. The hottest con-
tested class was the best short wooled Hogg, 

with plenty of regular vendors taking part, all keen for the 
bragging rights. Winning second prize was Ben Thompson, 
Sedbergh with a 43kg Beltex. David Holmes purchased this 
quality Hogg on behalf of Lincolnshire meats for £135. Win-
ning the class and £50 prize money was Jack Edmonson 
who is currently on holiday from studying agriculture at 
Harper Adams. His 50kg Beltex achieved the night’s top 
price of £175. Thank you to all those who took part who are 
a real credit to themselves and the future of agriculture.  

1 Alice Middleton and her lamb, 2 Judge Tom Wood and Rich-
ard Lancaster winner of Best Presented Hogg and Handler, 3 
Robbie Aiken, Katy Aiken and Richard Lancaster with their 
lambs, 4 Jack Edmonson in the ring with his top price lamb, 5 
Isaac Middleton and his lamb, 6 Judge Tom Wood and Jack 
Edmonson winner of Short Wooled Hogg, 7 Judge Tom Wood 
and Ellie Forster winner of Long Wooled Hog 

     5 
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Peaks and Paws: Leaders of 
the Pack 
By Liz Rycroft and Charlotte Howard  

For 12 years, Liz Rycroft was at the helm of 
the very successful Langcliffe Ken-
nels.  During that time, she also became a 
professional dog trainer, specializing in be-
havioral and rehabilitation issues.   

Charlotte Howard, a key worker at the 
kennels, instigated the famous Freedom Days 
and walked many dogs over many miles. 

Two years ago, after the kennels were sold, 
we (Liz and Charlotte) decided to combine 
our knowledge and experience and provide a 
training and walking service that, we feel, is 
second to none. 

We are now Peaks and Paws, based in 
Clapham and Settle, offering a unique ‘pack’ 
experience for dogs. Charlotte and I are the 
‘pack’ leaders and even though we don’t ex-
pect all our dogs to be ‘best mates’, we do 
expect them to tolerate each other and be civil. 
The walk is at a pace that suits the whole 
pack, allowing plenty of time for them to get 
to know each other, without any pressure. 

Daily exercise is essential to keep dogs 
healthy, as well as mentally and physically 
stimulated.  Exercise not only improves your 
dog's wellbeing but also helps build muscle 
tone and prevents depression, obesity, joint 
problems, heart conditions and behavioural 
issues. A well exercised dog rests more calmly 
at home and is less fretful when left alone. 

The ‘pack’ walk is a wonderful, social and 
very natural phenomenon for dogs to share. 
And, we have found, even if there are prob-
lems (e.g. timidity or aggression), if they are 
all treated equally, they can still partake in 

this activity. In nearly all cases, owners have 
found a vast improvement in their dogs, dur-
ing their everyday walks. 

Peaks and Paws offers one-to-one training 
for both puppies and older dogs. Owners tend 
to immediately think ‘classes’ for socializa-

tion, obedience training etc, but the experi-
ence can be overwhelming for all concerned 
and may prove disappointing. The first 6 
months of any dog's life is crucial and owners 
are responsible for ensuring that their dogs 
feel secure, grow in confidence and look to 
them for leadership.  By offering one-to-one 
attention in their own environment, our tech-
niques, support and advice can benefit dogs 
and owners alike and lead to a successful 
outcome.  This applies both to initial training 
for puppies and rehabilitation training for 
dogs that have developed bad habits. 

In addition to the training and walking, in 
August last year, Peaks and Paws got together 
with Dalehead Veterinary Group Ltd and 
held their first annual fundraising event, Tails 
on Trails. It was a fun-filled gathering of more 
than 30 dogs, promoting the benefits that 
group socialization and exercise can bring, to 
both dogs and humans alike, including two 
working guide dogs, owners, family and 
friends and took place amongst the beautiful 

backdrop of the Settle hills. The 
chosen charities for 2015 were 
Guide Dogs and Hounds for 
Heroes. Local businesses 
showed their support by donat-
ing raffle prizes and the amount 
raised was £850. 
To find out more visit our web-
site www.peaksandpaws.co.uk 
or call Liz on 015242 51823 
or follow us on FB https://
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Members of the footpath group under a rainbow taken by Colin Stroud on 10th January 
near Feizor  

http://www.peaksandpaws.co.uk
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Tel:01524 271348 
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Beauty & The Beast 2016 
By Sue Halsall, photography and front cover by Iain Henshaw 

Bentham Theatre Group are busy rehearsing for this year's panto, which will be Beauty and 
the Beast. The performances will run from 17 -21st February in the Town Hall, starting at 
7.30pm except for the Saturday performance which starts at 6.30pm. Tickets will be on sale 
from Temptations or on the door and cost 
£3.50 on the Wednesday and the remaining 
nights are £5.50 for adults and £3.50 for chil-
dren. If you would like to help make props 
for the panto, come to the workshops on 
Saturday mornings from 11-1pm in the 
Looking Well. 

The story tells of a vain and unpleasant 
Prince living in a castle, not too far away 
from Le Bentham. He is rude and unkind to 
an Enchantress, so to teach him a lesson, she 
casts a spell on him and gives him a magic 
rose, which will die on his 21st birthday. In 
the words of the Enchantress....."If the Beast 
can learn to love another, whilst trapped 
within castle walls, if someone loves him in 
return, before the last petal falls, then the 
spell it will be broken thanks to my cunning 
plan. But who could learn to love this angry 
Beast - I'm not sure anyone can". We will 
meet some charming villagers and some not 
so charming, some scary and some plain daft 
and … 

Who could forget the strange servants in 
the castle? Will the baddies be banished to 
Ingleton? Will the spell be broken? Come 
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National 
Young 
Achiever 
Award For 
Jake Tatham 
By Shirley Brown 

Here’s something 
to celebrate: Jake 
Tatham, a 17-year-

old Bentham lad in year 13 at Settle Col-
lege, has received the prestigious Diana 
Memorial Award.  

Jake says he was “extremely surprised” 
to be selected for the award, but also that 
he thought it was “wonderful”. He was 
nominated by Settle College’s Special Edu-
cational Needs Coordinator, Mrs J Lodge, 
who Jake’s mum, Denise, describes as “an 
amazing teacher”. Mrs Lodge in her turn 
describes Jake as truly inspirational and an 
absolute credit to himself, his family and 
Settle College. She travelled with Jake and 
his parents, Paul and Denise, to receive the 
award at The Lowry in Manchester in late 
November.  

Jake has been involved in many projects 
in the school. One concerned anti-bullying, 
where he took the lead role in a thought-
provoking anti-bullying play that he also 
helped to script, record and edit for a 
DVD. Another project was anti-drugs 
awareness where with a group of friends 
he found out about the ‘new’ drugs on the 
market and gave a presentation about the 
devastating effects that such drugs can 
have on young people’s lives to other stu-
dents at the college. He has also taken part 
in raising self-esteem and confidence 
building sessions during which many 
younger students have benefitted from his 
support and guidance. Jake has discovered 
a love for acting and singing and is an ac-
tive member of the drama club where he 

encourages younger students to be part of 
the cast and production team. 

These are amazing achievements for 
any youngster, but for one who has Tou-
rette’s syndrome and who has had severe 
anxiety issues for many years, they are 
quite remarkable. His mum told me: “I 
couldn’t get him to leave the house four 
years ago, now look at him.” 

The Diana, Princess of Wales, Memorial 
Award for inspirational young people was 
established in 1999 by a board chaired by 
Gordon Brown. It was felt that it would 
reflect Diana’s personal interests in sup-
porting the outstanding achievements of 
young people and be seen as a lasting lega-
cy to her. A Diana Award winner receives 
a prestigious national award and a certifi-
cate signed by the Prime Minister, and a 
lapel pin or trophy. They also receive other 
benefits including attending events hosted 
by Prince Harry and Prince William. In the 
longer term The Diana Award provides its 
holders with opportunities to attend 
events organised by the Diana Team pri-
marily as part of the ‘Young Ambassadors 
Programme’. 

In the shorter term though, Jake’s sights 
are set on getting to university to study 
performing arts after he leaves school this 
summer. He has some auditions lined up, 
and we wish him the very best of luck for 
his chosen course and future career. 

 

 

.    
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“Eleanor & Park” By 
Rainbow Rowell 
Teen book review by Imogene Henshaw 
Eleanor & Park is a standalone YA novel by 
the fantastic author Rainbow Rowell. Set 
over the year of 1986 it follows the story of 
the two outcasts Eleanor and Park as they 
bond over their shared bus journey to 
school. 

Park doesn’t fit in. He’s the only Asian in 
a school of Caucasians, likes music no one 
else does and reads comic books, he’s found 
that the best way get by is to fly under the 
radar. 

Eleanor is new. She’s just returned from a 
year staying with relatives after being 
kicked out by her stepfather, with her wild 
curly red hair, her chubby figure and men’s 
clothes she’s an instant target for bullying. 

Normally Park wouldn’t even talk to a 
girl like Eleanor, she’s a sure-fire way to 
draw attention to yourself and that’s some-
thing that Park has tried to avoid his entire 
life, but when Park takes pity on Eleanor 
and allows her to sit next to him on the bus 

a relationship blossoms, a relationship built 
on recommended music, shared comics 
and tentative hand holding. But they’ve 
both got other things to consider, Park is 
trying to meet his parents’ expectations 
whilst feeling like an outsider in his own 
home and Eleanor is trapped in poverty in 
a tiny two bedroomed house with her 
mum, her four younger siblings and her 
abusive stepfather, they’re only sixteen can 
such a relationship really last? 

I really loved this book, Rainbow Rowell 
portrays the two characters very well and 
writes their relationship perfectly without 
using the same recycled plotlines that I find 
most YA novels to constantly use. It also 
mentions lots of thing that I personally real-
ly like such as Marvel comics and mix tapes. 

 

 

 

Professional One to One  
Dog Training 

 
Social Dog Walking 

 
Let Out Service 

 
Puppy Pit Stop  

 
Pet Taxi 

      

Tel  01524 251823            
 

Email - info@peaksandpaws.co.uk 
www.peaksandpaws.co.uk  

http://www.peaksandpaws.co.uk
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Emily Campbell –  
Arkwright Scholar 

By Kay Mullett, Settle College Principal’s PA 

The Arkwright Scholarship Trust is the most 
prestigious engineering scholarship scheme 
of its type in the UK and is only awarded to 
a select number of people.  Overall, 397 peo-
ple in the UK were ultimately chosen to be 
Arkwright scholars in 2015 and Emily 
Campbell, a Year 12 student at Settle Col-
lege, is proud to be one of them.  The ad-
vantages of becoming an Arkwright Scholar 
are that Emily has a sponsor (Balfour Beatty) 
from whom she can gain work experience, 
being an Arkwright Scholar is highly valued 
by universities and she also receives a finan-
cial award for herself and the school. 

Those who were chosen had to go 
through a rigorous selection process. This 

began with an application to the Arkwright 
Trust stating predicted grades (which had to 
be above certain boundaries especially in 
Maths and Physics), and stating aspirations 
and extra-curricular activities related to en-
gineering. Having passed this stage, Emily 
then sat a 2-hour exam to showcase her engi-
neering skills. Finally, there was an inter-
view at Lancaster University, where Emily 
proved herself to be worthy of gaining an 
Arkwright Scholarship. 

Emily was delighted to collect her Award 
in London recently, where she met her spon-
sor, Mr Tony Ellender from Balfour Beatty, 
and other Arkwright Scholars and sponsors.  

Bentham Carnival 2016 
 By Mike Redfern 

Yes, it's that 
time of year 
again - the Car-
nival Team are 
holding their 
annual general 
meeting on 
Thursday 4th 
February, at 
7.30pm in the  
Black Bull, Ben-
tham. Everyone 

welcome - we'll be talking about our plans 
for this year and really look forward to 
hearing your ideas. We've had a few people 
leave the team, so any volunteers gratefully 
accepted - we always like some help with 
planning and putting on the event. Let us 
know if you'd like to perform at the Carni-
val - musicians, performers, street artists, 
buskers - if you've got an act we want to 
know. 
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Thank You, Dr Ralph 
Sullivan, FRCGP 
By Shirley Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 8th January 2016 was Dr Ralph Sulli-
van’s last day working as a GP in Bentham. 
He came as a fulltime GP and partner to the 
practice in 1984, going part-time in 2009, so 
therefore has now completed over 30 years 
of service to the health and wellbeing of 
Bentham people.  

This photo shows not his passing out 
ceremony from the Bentham practice (!) but 
his being made a Fellow of the Royal Col-
lege of General Practitioners. He and his 
wife, Laraine, attended the ceremony on 
20th November 2015 at the Royal College in 
Euston Square, London. The honour of be-
coming a Fellow is only bestowed on 70 or 
80 GPs in the UK each year, and came about 
in recognition of his long and excellent ca-
reer as a GP (one of those who seconded his 
application was our own Dr Nick Howlett), 
and because of all the other activities he has 
undertaken during the last 30 years. 

Ralph explained to me that many doctors 
use General Practice as a ‘portfolio career’ 
and because of the range and depth of chal-
lenges that are an inevitable part of the job 

on a daily basis, if they wish they have the 
flexibility to pursue research interests and 
initiatives to improve their work with pa-
tients. For Ralph this has meant, for exam-
ple, seeing the need and then setting up the 
Patient Transport Scheme with the collabo-
ration of Age Concern, which then became 
Bentham Community Transport using vol-
unteer drivers to take patients to appoint-
ments. With a scientific background, he has 
also always been interested in big health 
data and the use of computers to improve 
patient care.  In 1992 Bentham was one of 
the first practices to computerise records 
and abandon using paper notes. In 1993 he 
was instrumental in enabling Bentham doc-
tors to receive laboratory results by email, 
another trail blazing idea at the time. 

His citation at the Royal College says: ‘Dr 
Sullivan’s career as a GP has included being 
chair of the RCGP Health Informatics 
Group and National Clinical Lead for Pri-
mary Care at the Health and Social Care 
Information Centre.’  

He may be putting clinical work behind 
him, but at age 62 is taking on other career 
challenges. In collaboration with the De-
partment of Health he is part of an ethics 
group looking at confidentiality issues con-
cerning patient’s records. He is also lead 
member from the Royal College looking at 
giving guidance to GPs about how to imple-
ment patient access to their medical records 
on line, bearing in mind the range of ethical 
issues raised. And much further afield he 
has been helping doctors in China’s 
Zhejiang Province (which has the same size 
population as England!) with accrediting 
their training and using computers to aid 
diagnosis. 

Ralph admits he will miss having such 
close and privileged contact with excellent 
colleagues and patients, and that he has 
been fortunate to work for so long in such a 
brilliant place. But from now on, you’re 
allowed to ask him about the weather in 
Hangzhou City, but not about your persis-
tent itchy rash or painful bunions. 
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Photograph of the staff of the Horse and Farrier pub show left to right  Sue Stephen-

son,  
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Photo (right)shows Lewis Smith taken during a 

team game against Leyland at Morecambe in 

2015   

Photo (left) shows Lloyd Smith in 2015 fielding on the 

winning side during the cup final of the Westmorland 

League Under-15s 
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Lewis and Lloyd Smith 
– Young Cricketeers 
By Shirley Brown 

Bentham News continues to support 
sporting excellence within our communi-
ty, and having focussed on football, box-
ing and cycling in previous editions, 
now the spotlight falls on cricket. 

A flier through the door from L&L Kin-

dling drew my attention to two young 

cricketers in Bentham. Lewis and Lloyd 

Smith were fundraising for a cricket trip to 

South Africa by making kindling and small 

blocks of wood from damaged pallets kind-

ly supplied by a local Settle-based business. 

The backyard of their house resembles a 

wood yard! 

To find out more about the cricket trip I 

meet Lewis and Lloyd and their mum, Jen, 

and this is the story. From a young age both 

brothers, Lewis is now just 17 and Lloyd 

nearly 15, have loved playing cricket en-

couraged by their dad, Barry, a keen crick-

eter. They started by playing at under-10 

level for clubs in Settle and Morecambe, and 

are progressing through the under-14s, 15s 

and 17s. After trials in Cumbria they have 

been playing for the Cumbria County sides, 

travelling to Keswick, Sedbergh, Kendal 

and beyond. This is a big commitment of 

time, training is at least twice a week with 

matches on top of that, and it’s all year 

round. Lloyd is at QES School who have 

been very supportive of his schedule, while 

Lewis is at Myerscough College on a 2-year 

cricket studies and sport science course. 

So how did the trip to South Africa come 

about? I was told that all senior clubs in the 

Northern League 1st Division have to have 

a professional player. The pro that Lewis 

and Lloyd have worked with is Mandla 

Mashimbyi who has recently returned to 

South Africa to coach The Titans. They have 

kept in touch on Facebook, (the power of 

Social Media), and Mandla has been so im-

pressed by the progress and dedication 

shown by the two brothers that he has 

invited them over in March for inten-

sive training at Centurion Park (now 

renamed SuperSport Park) in Preto-

ria. Lewis will concentrate on improv-

ing his skills as an opening bat and Lloyd as 

a seam bowler. 

The brothers have been fundraising for 

this amazing trip for a year, doing paper 

rounds (when we still had a newsagent), 

working at local pubs (The Highwayman 

and The Punchbowl), and supplying bags 

of kindling wood locally. They have not 

quite reached their target yet so will be 

working throughout February to raise the 

last few hundred pounds. Anyone wanting 

to make a donation can ring Jen on 07968-

691271 or deliver it to The Gallery, Station 

Road in an envelope addressed to L&L 

Smith c/o Bentham News.  

The brothers know that none of this 

would have been possible without family 

support, and they especially want to thank 

their parents and grandparents for all that 

they have done and continue to 

do. 

Deadline date has changed—

Friday 12th February for March 

BN. 
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Back To Tradition – 
The Return Of The 
Horse And Farrier 
By Howard Matthew 

I don’t like to see any pub in permanent 
darkness, so it was a great pleasure for me 
to find the sign of the Horse and Farrier 
once more lighting up Bentham’s main 
street.  I called in on Friday 8th January 
(the opening night). It was so busy that I 
had to fight my way to the bar, so I was 
obliged to return on Tuesday to do an in-
terview (and have another drink). Sue Ste-
phenson, the new landlady, showed me 
round and we talked about her plans for 
the future and her experience in the pub 
trade.   Sue is from Ingleton and her family 
are well known around the Bentham area. 
Her former hostelry was the Punch Bowl in 
Burton in Lonsdale and before that she had 
spent some time in the Marton Arms on 
the edge of Ingleton. 

Sue feels strongly about the decline of 
the traditional English Pub and the growth 
of ownership by Pub Chains. She said, “I 
want the Farrier to get back to how a local 
should be, and that includes a homely and 
welcoming atmosphere.” She has certainly 
set out to create that. Both coal fires were 
adding a warm glow to the surroundings. 
The windows have curtains and the dining 
area has been opened up to provide a 
much larger and more comfortable space 
than existed before. “We had a band in last 
Saturday and there was a great atmos-
phere” she said. “They played at the back 
which provided more space for the enter-
tainers and the audience, and it’s much 
better than the previous cramped area at 
the front of the pub.” 

An important element of any pub is the 
quality of the beer. The pub has an existing 
entry in the CAMRA Good Beer Guide and 
with ‘Doombar’ and the local Kirkby Lons-
dale Brewery ‘Monumental’ they should be 
a good way on in maintaining their posi-

tion. “What about the food?” I asked. Sue’s 
answer was, “we are not looking to do 
anything unusual, just something simple 
but tasty and at a reasonable price. You’ll 
have to excuse me,” she added, 
“I have to test out a new dish 
with the chef!”  

“I’ll be back” I said – and I 
meant it! 

BN deadline has changed  to 12th of month 
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February In The 
Garden  
By Joyce Knapp     

Now we are into February, we can 
finally put Christmas and all its debris, 
trees and holly behind us, though these can 
all be bagged up and saved somewhere dry 
to be used to start a bonfire when the 
weather finally becomes a little dryer. Next 
we can focus on looking forward to another 
growing season and this usually begins 
with the appearance of bulbs. I have al-
ready seen the beautiful, bright yellow 
flowers of Winter Aconite, which grow so 
low to the ground that we often have to 
remove surrounding fallen leaves in order 
to see them. This leads me nicely on to the 
next task which is to complete the clearance 
of last year’s growth, weeds and fallen 
leaves from all our beds and borders, pref-
erably before the leaves of daffodils and 
tulips become any taller and hinder our 
progress.   

At this time of year we may be fortunate 
enough to have evergreens in our gardens. 
These can consist of conifers that come in a 
wide range of sizes, forms and shades of 
green and will provide a good backdrop for 
the vivid pink-purple hardy cyclamen that 
are in flower now. As I have a rather small 
garden, I tend to rely on a range of dwarf 
conifers, and these are often planted as part 
of a display in pots or troughs in the back 
yard before moving out into the main gar-
den as they become too large for their con-
tainers. Other evergreens include the small-
er shrubs, such as Buxus or ordinary Box, a 
range of Hebes and Sarcococca confusa, 
better known as “Christmas Box”, all of 
which help keep our gardens looking 
bright through the dark winter months. The 
added beauty of each of these specimens is 
that they can be used in a wide variety of 
Christmas decorations, from making a 
wreath for our doors to being part of the 
spectacular displays in our churches.   

Moving over into the fruit garden, we 

can start to tackle some of the winter 
tasks that will, hopefully, increase the 
crops in summer. Firstly, we can 
spread well-rotted, strawy manure 
around rhubarb roots and around the 
base of any Autumn-fruiting raspber-

ries, after cutting their stems back to just 
above ground level. Gooseberry bushes 
will benefit from having their side-shoots 
cut back to 2 or 3 buds as this will produce 
bigger fruit and the bush will be less con-
gested making it easier to pick the fruit. 
Lastly, we can take a close look at blackcur-
rant bushes and remove and dispose of any 
buds that are very large and round. These 
buds will have become enlarged by the 
infestation of a mite and, if left on the bush, 
will eventually stop it from fruiting alto-
gether. Once these tasks are done, we may 
need to sit back and take a rest, as we gar-
deners are about to enter the busiest few 
months of our year.  © 

Nature Notes 
By David Fisher 

A male woodpecker with red 
feathers at the back of his 
head was on our fat feeders.  Also a lady-
bird in the conservatory and a grey squirrel 
its head slightly red tinged taking nuts off 
the bird table.  It may have been a cross 
between a red and grey. Not had much 
luck with my moth trap.  I had hoped for 
some winter moths but everything has be-
come so dormant with the bad rain.  The  
lack of observations at times due to the 
hibernation of some of our species. 
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HARRINGTON CARPETS                                     
(Est  over 30 years) 

Local Supplier and Fitter                             
of Carpets and Vinyl. 

Quick, reliable service, free estimates and 
planning.  Very competitive prices.  Sample 

books delivered to your home for you to choose 
at your leisure and with no obligation to buy.  All 

budgets catered for.  

 
Contact John on 015242 61794 or mobile 

07756828141. 

MEL BOOTH 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

07825749631 
 

GENERAL HANDYMAN,  
GARDEN MAINTENANCE,   

GREAT RATES. 

 

 TAI CHI QIGONG  
MAKES THE DIFFERENCE 

 

Problem with balance and joints? 
Want to feel more calm? 

 

Come to Sole to Soul 
Thursdays 11am -12.30pm 

 

See website for more information 
http://www.sole-to-soul.net/gigong.html 
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Settle College Celebrates 
Senior Prizegiving 
By Michele Costello 

Settle College held its annual Senior Prizegiving 
event on Tuesday 15th December 2015 at St 
Alkelda’s Church in Giggleswick, to recognise 
the many achievements of students in last year’s 
Year 11, 12, and 13.   

Mrs Rees Chair of Governors, in her opening 
address, said ‘You will know that in mid-
November we had our long awaited Ofsted 
inspection, and that after a rigorous two days in 
which every aspect of Settle College was foren-
sically investigated, we were declared to be a 
Good School. We knew that already, but to have 
our belief confirmed by Ofsted, who use strin-
gent criteria in reaching their judgements, was a 
wonderful accolade and a tribute to everyone 
involved in creating a Good School.’ 

The Principal, Ms Michele Costello, in her ad-
dress, congratulated the students on their amaz-
ing achievements and went on to highlight the 
many successes in student outcomes.  ‘I am 
delighted to share with you, once again, that we 
continue to be in the top 10% of schools in the 
country, based on value added measures for 

GCSE.  Our attainment at , effort and deter-
mination including a desire to be the best 
you can be.  Charles recently graduated 
with a 1st Class Honours Degree (MEng) 
in Materials Science from Trinity College 
Oxford 

Text only  Picture in colour 
section? 

Fruit & veg, wholefoods and eggs  
20% off cheese on Tuesdays 

Longley farm cream and yoghurts.  
English Lakes Ice cream  

Big range of Hawkshead Relish Jars 
Flowers, plants & gifts 

Tel: 015242 61904 

www.flowerfields.co.uk 

 
Principal Michele Costello, Chair of Governors 
Rosemary Rees, guest speaker Charles Hirst 
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January’s Town Council  
By Jane Proctor and Howard Matthew 

It was a short meeting which took place on 
4 January, reflecting the fact that it was only 
three weeks since the last meeting with 
Christmas and the New Year in the inter-
vening period. These are not the minutes of 
that meeting but rather an overview. 

Councillors Adams, Bridgeman, Cowling, 
Faichney, Marshall, Pritchard, Stannard, 
Swales, Taylor, Townson and Vendy attend-
ed along with County Councillor Ireton and 
District Councillor Brockbank and six mem-
bers of the public. 

With no comments and concerns from the 
public and no police presence or report 
County Councillor Ireton made a brief 
presentation. His news was grim. The gov-
ernment has imposed a £26 million cut on 
North Yorkshire County Council in its reve-
nue support grant for the next spending year; 
£10 million more than the county was expect-
ing, and a swingeing 36% reduction in mon-
ies received from central government. Cllr 
Marshall asked if representations to Julian 
Smith MP might persuade a government 
rethink. Cllr Ireton thought it could do no 
harm so if you are concerned about how this 
cut might affect the delivery of local services 
a letter addressed to Mr Smith at the House 
of Commons, London SW1A 0AA or an 
email to him at :- 

julian.smith.mp@parliament.uk  

would show the strength of local feeling. 
On a cheerier note Cllr Brockbank remind-

ed the council that Settle is one of the stop-
ping places for the Tour de Yorkshire on 29 
April and the organisers are looking to re-
cruit “Tour makers”. For anyone interested 
Cllr Brockbank suggested contacting the 
organisers through the Welcome to Yorkshire 
website. Also there is a roadshow on 9 Febru-
ary at the Falcon Manor Hotel in Settle for 
Craven businesses who want to celebrate the 
event. Again details are on the website. 

The traffic arrangements at the school 
continue to cause concern with the town 
council having received a letter from a 
Moons Acre resident asking for support in 
having the hump to the zebra crossing re-

moved. It seems that not all traffic slows 
down for the crossing and speeding vehicles 
are creating a noise nuisance. Town council-
lors felt that their concerns had been dis-
missed at the design stage, but County Coun-
cillor Ireton felt it was worth the town coun-
cil making further representations to High-
ways for the continued existence of the hump 
to be reviewed in the light of the evidence 
that it was causing difficulties for nearby 
residents. Further representation are also to 
be made to Highways about the missing 
30mph signage on the road in from Clapham, 
and the various blocked drains which have 
become all too apparent over the couple of 
the last couple of months. 

April will be a remarkable month this year 
as in addition to the Tour de Yorkshire it is 
The Queen’s 90th birthday, and subject to the 
consent of the landowner, Bentham will ac-
cept an invitation from Her Majesty’s Pag-
eant Master to light a beacon on 21 April – 
doubtless one of many the length and 
breadth of the country. 

Finally can I put the record straight with 
regard to attendance at the December meet-
ing. Councillor Swales was there, and her 
omission from the attendees was entirely my 
error for which I apologise. 

The next Town Council meeting is on 
Monday 1 February at 7.30pm at the Youth 
Café. 
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High Bentham  

By Jill Noble 

Cecile Nock’s presentation, 
‘Colourful Cuba’, brightened our 
January meeting with a splendid 
slide show and pop-up Cuban 
cocktail bar. She showed us scenes of beau-
tiful tropical forests, limestone mountain 
ranges, tobacco fields and sugar planta-
tions. No wonder this country was so 
sought after. It has a mix of colourful and 
interesting buildings with each town hav-
ing its own theatre and market square, 
where statues of revolutionary heroes, Che 
Guevara and Fidel Castro, are often to be 
found. Classic old American cars still fill 
the streets, and the air is filled with the 
sound of salsa music and the aroma of Ha-
vana cigars and Cuban rum. Cecile showed 
us pictures of unusual orchids and wildlife, 
including the colourful national bird of 
Cuba, the Cuban trogon, whose feathers are 
the same colour as the country’s national 
flag.  The author Ernest Hemingway, who 
died in 1916, loved Cuba and lived in a 
small village where his home is now a mu-
seum. Following the slide show we had our 
very own WI Havana Club, where tea, 
coffee and daiquiris were shaken, not 
stirred, by two lovely assistants, Howard 
Matthew and Peter Nock. 

We welcomed new member Ingrid Eller-
shaw and some visitors. Louise Pauley, a 
local beekeeper, will speak on ‘Bee Keep-
ing’ at our next meeting on Thursday 4th 
February.  

Tatham Fells  

By Mary Taylor 

Roger Higton, who has worked as a podia-
trist in South Cumbria and North Lanca-
shire for 25 years, gave an amusing and 
informative talk on 12th January in the Old 
School. He spoke about foot problems, say-
ing that wearing high-heeled shoes causes 
many problems, and that the feet of pa-
tients with diabetes have to be checked 

regularly. Mr Higton highlighted his 
talk with illustrations and passed 
round a plastic replica of a foot with its 
26 bones.  He said that 85 percent of 
knee and hip problems could be solved 
by wearing insoles in normal shoes or 
by having individual insoles made 

from a foot scan. Carole Thurnham thanked 
the speaker, who then judged the competi-
tion for something piggy; winners were 
Carole Butcher, Bronwen Osborne and 
Carole Thurnham. 

Following refreshments provided by 
Kath Dickinson with help from Ruth Hold-
en, president Margaret McIntosh conducted 
the business. £50 has been sent to Lanca-
shire Flood Recovery Fund Appeal, and an 
appeal was read from the Samaritans chari-
ty shop in Lancaster that lost all its stock in 
the recent flood. Members voted on the 
resolutions to be discussed at the National 
Federation meeting in June.  Plans were 
made for the Spring Council meeting in 
Southport on 10th March. A charity coffee 
and cake afternoon, organised by the So-
roptimists is to be held in the Old School on 
12th March. At the next meeting Norman 
Harris will speak on Machu Picchu. 

Jumble Sale 
Saturday 27th February, 12-1.30pm 

at Bentham Methodist Church Room (side 

door) in aid of The Friends of Tatham Fells 

CofE Primary School. Items can be brought 

from 9am to the hall or if require collection 

before- please contact Sarah on email 

farad7@aol.com or phone/text 07792748927. 

The Punch Bowl 
Low Bentham 

 

Book Now for 

Valentine’s Day & Mother’s Day 
 

015242 61344 

 

www.thepunchbowlbentham.co.uk 
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JONATHAN BUSS 
 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 
Middle Birks Barn, Keasden                    

Near Bentham 

All types of decorating undertaken 

Contact Jonathan on:- 

015242 51809 

Or 07956 582565  

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 
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Calling All Dog Owners: 
The Law Is About To 
Change! 
Compulsory Microchipping  
By Emma Spence 

Many of our clients already experience the 

reassurance that comes from having their 

animal microchipped. It really is the surest 

and fastest way of having your pet re-

turned to you if they go missing or are 

unfortunate enough to be in an accident. 

At present there is no obligation to micro-

chip your pet, but from 6th April it will 

become compulsory for all dogs to be mi-

crochipped and registered to an approved 

database by the time they are 8 weeks old.  

The aim of The Microchipping Of Dogs 

(England) Regulations 2014 is simple, to 

make dog owners accountable for their 

animal’s behaviour. We are fortunate in 

this area that the vast majority of dog own-

ers take their responsibilities very serious-

ly. This is not just towards their animals, 

giving them the best conditions in terms of 

welfare, food, exercise, environment and 

companionship, but also in their responsi-

bility to the general public and livestock by 

training, using suitable restraint and clean-

ing up after their animal. This is not al-

ways the case however, and the introduc-

tion of compulsory microchipping for all 

dogs is intended to assist the authorities in 

enforcing the law by making all owners 

‘legally responsible’ for their animals in 

cases where the animal strays, bites or 

causes damage. For any further infor-

mation please see our website at 

www.daleheadvetgroup.co.uk or contact 

the surgery on 01729 823538. 
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Your Letters   

Dear Bentham News 

I would like to correct one or two of the 

comments made in the articles 'Bygone 

Bentham' in December and January. The 

grocery shop  at the end of Main street, 

Fosters was run by James and John Allan 

Foster and their sister Beth Dewsbury. (The 

Dewsbury brothers ran a garage in Calver-

leys' yard.). Fosters bakehouse was behind 

the building and the baker was Arthur 

Robinson who lived in Cleveland Square 

with his mother. I think at the time the 

cottages were all owned by the Foster fami-

ly. Swifty and his wife Cora came to Ben-

tham from the Newcastle area along with 

Nellie Luke, they lived at the top of Cleve-

land Square on the right, They had worked 

in the entertainment business. Nellie Luke 

gave tap dancing lessons from the house in 

the 1930's . Polly Clark was an old lady 

when I grew up in the late twenties and 

thirties, she dressed in long black clothes. 

We rarely had money to spend on sweets 

but when we did we would spend a long 

time deliberating the best choices to make 

with a halfpenny. During this long period 

of time she would show her annoyance by 

puckering up her mouth and then working 

her cheek muscles in and out to display her 

impatience. 

Ethel Wrathall 

 

Dear BN 

Just to follow up on Anthony Smith’s letter 

about litter in the January BN, the Bloomin’ 

Bentham Volunteer Litter-Pickers are not 

yet ‘out of a job’ and have been out and 

about in Bentham in the new year. Already 

we have collected 34 sacks of litter from the 

closed section of the B6480, the sports field, 

skate board park, playground, Wenning 

Avenue, Duke Street, Robin Lane and Sta-

tion Road. Our haul has also included a 

discarded lawn mower, barbecue trolley, 

trim from the inside of a car door and as-

sorted lumps of metal or plastic too large to 

fit into plastic sacks. We put all this into a 

neat pile, which is then collected by Craven 

District Council. 

We would really like to collect less, or even 

none, but until such time as people stop 

chucking stuff out of car windows or drop-

ping their wrappers and bottles on the 

ground, we’ll continue. If you’d like to help 

sometime, then just let me know (Tel: 61608 

or 07771-746100 or 39 Springfield, High 

Bentham).   

Shirley Brown 

With Us Always 
Here lies Polly Thene. 
Her life was very short, 
But still her presence lingers 
And is never far from thought. 
She was used and then discarded,  
But now since her release 
Remains for all eternity 
In an everlasting piece. 
Each street, each field, each wood, each 
stream 
Reminds us of our sorrow, 
For the body that lies here at rest 
Will still be here tomorrow. 
By Pat Moon 

BN brings you the news 

And lots of local views 

But I bring you my heart 

And Valentine's love dart 

But do you even see me? 

I'm truly, madly, deeply. 
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Lest We Forget -  

John Thornber 
Words by Allan Hartley 

Research by Marilyn Hartley 

 John was a Benthamer through and 
through. Born in 1894 at Victoria Cottages 
in Low Bentham, the son of of Christopher1 
and Hannah Thornber2. Prior to the war 
John found work at Ford Ayrton’s Silk Mill 
where he was employed as a clerk for 
around nine years3. His father 
held a similar position as the 
Confidential Clerk, a post he 
occupied for almost thirty 
years. Outside of work John 
was the local correspondent 
for the Craven Herald and 
Pioneer, although his true love 
was angling and he spent a 
great deal of time fishing on 
the River Wenning. 

As the war progressed no 
doubt John found himself, like 
his peers, under pressure to 
join the army. John had tried 
previously to enlist in Decem-
ber 1915, but for whatever 
reason was not accepted. As the war pro-
gressed and the depletion of men became 
evident due to the slaughter on the Somme, 
John tried again. This time he succeeded 
and in September 1916 enlisted in the York 
and Lancaster Regiment 9th Service Battal-
ion. Private 37903 reported for duty in late 
October. John was on home leave in mid 
December 1916 and again in mid January 
1917 before being sent to France in Febru-
ary 1917.  

In France John soon found himself on 
active service, mostly up and down the 
Front Line that ran from the Belgium Sali-
ent southwest across the Somme Battlefield 
that had already claimed the lives of over 
100,000 men with many more missing. 
From the date of John’s death and his regi-
ment it is clear he was involved in the Third 
Battle of Ypres [Belgium], 7th June to 10th 

November. The aim was to dislodge the 
Germans off the Messines and then the 
Passchendaele Ridge, names that along 
with the Somme would go down in the 
British psyche for generations. The Battle of 
Messines started on 7th June with the Brit-
ish detonating 19 mines of Ammonal high 
explosive that had been placed under the 
German front line along the length of the 
Messines Ridge. Supported by over 2,000 
guns and some 70 tons of mustard gas, the 

army, under cover of a creep-
ing barrage, moved forward, 
forcing the Germans to re-
treat. It was during this 
attack, that resulted in 25,000 
casualties, that John went 
missing, and remains miss-
ing to this day. 

One of John’s friends wrote 
home to John’s Mum:  

Dear Mrs Thornber,  

I am sorry to say Jack has 
been reported missing, but 
have been hoping to hear 
from him. Before going into 
action he entrusted me with a 
few papers and his watch. 

These I still have in my possession and will 
forward them onto you. You will be 
pleased to know that your son was one of 
the best-liked fellows in the platoon 
[20men] and a favourite with everybody. 
He did his duty whenever the opportunity 
came his way. I can only hope that by now 
you have received news of Jack.  

I am yours sincerely, Leonard W. Martin 

John has no known grave, just his name 
at the Menin Gate Memorial to those who 
remain missing on Flanders Fields in Bel-
gium. It is on Panels 36 and 55 along with 
over 50,000 other commonwealth soldiers, 
including fellow Benthamer Albert Lister 
[BN 341]. A memorial service was held in 
May 1918 at St John’s Church Low Ben-
tham, with the Rev Percy Coates officiating. 
He commented that such a finer young man 
of genial disposition and open heartedness 
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TAYLORS 
 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 

High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  

9.00am—5.00pm 

Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 

Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 

Mob: 07768 571407 
 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 

 
 
Age Concern in  

December 

By Mary Brougham 

The terrible weather hasn’t made De-
cember a month we want to remember. 
However we managed to have some very 
happy events during the month. We started 
by making table decorations ready for our 
Christmas party, and some of them were 
very artistic. Then on 13th December Liz 
and Alan took us to The Bridge at Tatton 
where we had Christmas lunch in a very 
festive atmosphere with roaring log fires 
and lots of excellent food. On another occa-
sion a busload of happy shoppers was tak-
en to Morrisons to buy last minute gifts 
and stock up on Christmas goodies. Lots of 
full shopping bags came back. 

Our Christmas lunch was a huge suc-
cess. It kicked off with a very handsome 
dinner-jacketed young man (well, almost 
young) handing out sherry and other 
drinks. The tables looked extremely nice 
thanks to our team of volunteers and Peter 
and Mary kept the happy atmosphere alive 
playing a selection of Christmas music. Our 
chef prepared an excellent lunch and after-
wards Santa Claus arrived and brought us 
all a very acceptable present of a handbag 
sized torch, which I am sure will be useful 
on these dark winter nights. Judith Harri-
son, the conductor of Bentham Praise choir, 
played us carols which were nice to sing 
along to and we finished off the event with 
mince pies. All in all, a very nice day. 

The only sad event this month was that 
due to government cuts we had to dispense 
with the services of our organiser Christine. 
We are all sorry to see her go and wish her 
all the best in the future. On our behalf Liz 
presented Christine with a large bouquet of 
flowers and a beautiful necklace and brace-

let. You will be missed Christine and I hope 
you will call in and see us sometime. Fri-
days won’t be the same without you. 

I am training to become a volunteer at 
Bentham library and I was very impressed 
with the delivery and collection book ser-
vice. If you find it difficult to get to the li-
brary, telephone in and request an assort-
ment of books to your taste and they will 
be delivered to your door – brilliant isn’t it? 
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Footpath Matters 

By Kate Rowe 

 

“February brings the rain; 

Thaws the frozen pond again” 

 

 After a year of the monthly po-
ems, I discovered another ver-
sion also attributed to Sara Coleridge, 
which has slight variations on the usual 
one. So the poems will continue! Maybe 
there will be some cold, freezing weather. 
If not I think we need the children's 
rhyme, "Rain, rain, go away!" We certainly 
don't want more rain in February. 

     All our walk leaders check their 
planned walks before leading them. The 
importance of that was brought home to 
me when, on checking my planned walk 
for last month, I discovered that the foot-
paths leading to the new footbridge at 
Raygill, which was put in place in the 
summer, had been closed again until May! 
Steps need to be built leading to and from 
the bridge, so please do not attempt the 
walk until after then. Another January 
walk needed a slight route change due to a 
collapsed canal bank. Hopefully, the walks 
this month won't present problems for the 
leaders. All leave Lairgill at 9.30 apart 
from the Rusland walk on 28th which 
leaves at 9.00. 

       The first, Moughton Fell, on Saturday 
6th is planned to go from Austwick to-
wards Wharfe, passing an interesting ru-
ined building. The path leads past the 
sheep dub and up to Moughton Fell. It is 
circular, 5.5 miles, and involves a bit of 
clambering. 

      On Friday 12th we have 7.5 miles at 
Silverdale, described as an easy, delightful 
and varied route through a beautiful part 
of Lancashire. Starting from Leighton 
Moss Visitors' Centre then crossing the 
golf course, we walk through Silver Green 
and The Lots, with views to the coast. Af-

ter passing some impressive 
houses, we go through Eaves 
Wood to Waterslack and on to 
Challan Hall, then to Hawes 
Water. The path follows field 
boundaries then tracks to the 
rear of Leighton Hall and 
through the RSPB Reserve. 

      An 8.5 mile walk on Thurs-
day 18th starts from the car 

park near the canal in Gargrave, and visits 
East Marton, Ingthorpe Lane and Stainton 
Cotes, but which way round is not yet 
decided. There will be some canal towpath 
walking which may be increased to avoid 
crossing fields if it is too boggy. 

    An earlier start, 9am, is needed for 10.5 
miles on Sunday 28th. Starting from Fins-
thwaite, the route climbs quite steeply to 
High Dam, built to provide water power 
to Stott Park Bobbin Mill, then, with good 
views of the Lakeland fells to the north, 
continues to Rusland Church. On reaching 
Rusland Hall, it's then planned to cross 
Rusland Moss and make our way by very 
minor roads and tracks to cross Rusland 
Pool at Crooks Bridge. A lovely woodland 
track takes us to Town End, then steeply 
out of Tom Crag and via Wintering Park 
back into Finsthwaite. 

     Don't forget the Open Business Meet-
ing in Wenningdale Room, Town Hall at 
7.00 on Wednesday 24th February. 

B & C. E. ARMSTRONG 
17 Main Street, Bentham, 64871 

www.bcearmstrong.co.uk 
Coal, Logs, Kindling,  

All sizes  bottled Calor Gas 

Onion sets, veg and flower seeds in stock from 
mid January 

Layers pellets, mixed grain 

& various dog foods in stock 

Free local delivery 
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you couldn’t wish to meet. Adding, with 
much sympathy to his widowed mother of 
the late Christopher Thornber. 

John is commemorated on the memorial 
plaque on Station Road at the bottom of the 
left hand column, the Roll of Honour at St 
John’s Church and the Roll of Honour at 
the Victoria Institute, Low Bentham. 

 

John was the 19th Bentham man to be 
killed, he was 24. 

 

1  Christopher Thornber died sometime between 
the 1911 census and John being killed in the 
war. Christopher was the Confidential Clerk at 
the Ford Ayrton Silk Mill in Low Bentham, 
where he worked for 29 years. In today’s terms 
he would have been referred to as the Company 
Secretary. 

2 Hannah Thornber nee Sedgwick was local to 
Low Bentham. 

3  If this note is correct it would mean that John 
was in full-time employment at the age of 15. 

http://www.bcearmstrong.co.uk/
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Bentham People page 
Charity Thanks 
Choir’s Christmas Charity Donations 

Bentham Praise’s Annual Christmas Charity 
Concert raised a record £440 which was do-
nated to Age Concern Bentham and Bentham 
Refugee Support Group in equal shares. 

Additionally choir members gave money in 
lieu of sending each other Christmas cards and 
this raised a further £60 which was donated 
to St John’s Hospice. 

Who are Bentham Praise? We are simply 
ladies who love singing, and if you think you 
might like to join us we meet each Monday 
afternoon between 2.00pm and 3.15pm at Ben-
tham Methodist Church. No auditions are held 
and no ability to read music is required. New 
members are always welcome. 
Jane Proctor 
 Carols for FCN       

The Carol Service at the Auction Mart was a 
great success with children from Bentham 
Primary School presenting the Christmas sto-
ry.  Churches Together In Bentham are grate-
ful to the Auction Mart for their hospitali-
ty.  Thanks also to those who contributed to 
the collection for the Farming Community Net-
work (FCN).  We were able to send off 
£144.             
Timothy Fox and Anthony Smith 
Coffee Morning 
Thank you to all who attended our coffee 
morning on Sat 6th January.  We made a fan-
tastic £360.00. We hope you enjoyed the 
morning, the children certainly did as they did 
their jobs - from selling raffle tickets to 
serving coffee and making sure everyone had a 
drink and biscuit. 
Thanks also to all those around the village who 
purchased coffee and raffle tickets from Lisa 
and the school children who walked the 
streets. See you all again in September.  
Thank you for everyone's support.  
Sarah on behalf of The Friends of Tatham 
Fells C of E Primary School 

 
Deadline date has changed—

Friday 12th February for  

March BN. 

Personal 
FARADAY – Vera Faraday of Low Ben-
tham, aged 80, died peacefully at home 
from cancer. Ruth, Edwin, Diane and Ange-
la would like to thank Dr McKirdy, nurses 
and care team, and Reverend Anne Russell 
for her thoughtful service and time spent 
with the family. Grateful thanks also to 
family, friends and neighbours for their 
cards, messages of sympathy and support, 
B&W Funerals for their compassionate ser-
vices with the funeral arrangements, and a 
big thank you to Thomas and Jane Marshall 
and catering team at Bentham Golf Club for 
the refreshments. 

General help needed by disabled lady, 

Ingleton.  Two hours weekly.  015242 41328. 

Photoshop Elements - need help 

restoring old photos.  Please email 
plarime@btinternet.com. 

To Let Double Fronted Shop on Main 

Street, High Bentham.  Rent Negotiable. 
Phone 015242 61367 

Christopher Williams MBE 

By Diane Faraday 

Low Bentham resident, Christopher Wil-
liams who is a vastly experienced counsel-
lor and therapist, has been recognised in 
the New Year honours list for his provision 
of psychological services to young people 
and services to special educational needs. 
He said: “It all came as a bit of a shock, it is 
humbling to know that people appreciate 
me. I woke up thinking it was all a dream. I 
am very nervous at the thought of going 
down to Buckingham Palace.”  

Chris is a former Head of Counselling at 
St Martins College, now University of Cum-
bria, and presently he works both with 
young people in schools in Lancashire and 
with adults in his practice in Low Bentham. 

 

It has been brought to our attention that 
some of Bernard Townson’s comments in 
his “Bygone Bentham” articles have 
caused distress and for this we apologise. 
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COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 

MOB 07765 882579 

Annie Neligan 

 
The Punch Bowl, Low Bentham 

 
 

A warm welcome awaits, as 
well as a real fire! 

Home Made food from locally 
sourced produce 

Choice of Traditional Roasts  
All day Sunday until 8.30pm 

For full details of pub opening hours & food service times 
please visit our website (details below) 

 
Cask Ales 

 
Free Wi Fi 

 
Dogs & Muddy Boots Welcome 

 
*** 

 
Menu Specials for Valentine’s Day & Mother’s 

Day 
 

Book now to avoid disappointment 
 
 

The Punch Bowl Hotel, Eskew lane, Low Ben-
tham. North Yorks. LA2 7DD 

Tel: 015242 61344 
Website: www.thepunchbowlbentham.co.uk 
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Drug Abuse 

  17  

 

Contact Barry  

07828 172677 

 
 

Local Screening Of The 
Film ‘This Changes Every-
thing’  
By Mark Fletcher 

If you are concerned about climate change 
and you want to understand the issues 
better, you must see the film ‘This Changes 
Everything’! It is based on the recent im-
portant book of the same name by Naomi 
Klein. The film helps to explain how climate 
change is now at tipping point. It vividly 
illustrates the struggles and triumphs of 
threatened communities across the planet in 
organising and working together against the 
destructive activities of multinational corpo-
rations and huge vested interests, including 
those extracting fossil fuels, which operate 
in a global economic, financial and political 
culture of ‘economic growth at any cost’. 
The film points up how local environmental 
issues add up to the crisis of the global envi-
ronment. It also illustrates how the activities 
of modern economies, driven by the burning 
of fossil fuels, are enormously increasing 
deep inequalities across the globe.   

’This Changes Everything’ is a powerful 
clarion call to us all to work together for 
social and economic justice, and to fight to 
protect our environment. The film offers a 
positive and hopeful message. It is about the 
power of people working together, and that 
message is most powerful when people 
watch it together”. Essential and exciting 
viewing, so please come and see and be up-
lifted!  

 

 
TEMPTATIONS CRAFT BOUTIQUE 

31 Main Street, Bentham 
Tel: 015242 61868 

www.temptationsbentham.co.uk 
 

Wool Sale starts 4th January 
 

Classes will also start again 
Patchwork, Embroidery, Sewing 
Come along and learn a new skill 

‘This Changes Everything’ 
 

Film screening  
Wednesday 3rd February 

7pm 
Bentham Town Hall 

 

We will ask for a small donation to 
help meet costs 

Tea & Coffee Available 

Discussion after the Film 

http://www.temptationsbentham.co.uk/
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       Settle Chimney  

        Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  
Sweeping Service 
Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls,  

Carbon Monoxide Detetors 
Supplied & Fitted. 

National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683 - 
Mob. 07815 285321  

Craven Concerns 

By D.Cllr Linda Brockbank  

Cllr.LBrockbank@Cravendc.gov.uk 

Tel: 015242-61598 

 

REDHEADS COAL AND GAS 
 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 

All sizes of Bottled Gas delivered 
 

Kindling, Logs, Wood pellets, Prepacked fuel 

Compost and Gro-Bags 
 

We won’t be beaten on  

Price, Quality and Service 
 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

Tel: 015242 41626 
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24 / 7   Locksmiths 
All Locks Opened        Lock Upgrades 

Insurance Work Undertaken    Keyed Alike 

Commercial Work       UPVC Door Specialist 

 New House—New Locks   
Free Lock / Security Review to comply with New  

Security Regulations 

Tel: 015242 41804  
Mob: 07801438638 

Email: mark970@mac.com 
 

24 hour callout 

Grasmere Drive, Bentham LA2 7JP 
Tel 015242 63067 or text 07973 481 461 

 

All joinery work  
Undertaken 

 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 
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For Professional, Effective, Chartered 
Physiotherapy, including sports injuries, 

backs, necks and acupuncture.  
AXA, AVIVA, BUPA authorised clinic 

established 1998 

Phone 015242 62216 
www.benthamphysio.co.uk  

 
Audio Bentham News 

Do you have trouble reading the BN? 

We provide a FREE Audio CD service 

for those who have difficulty with the 

written word. Just call 015242 61515 

or email info@thebenthamnews with 

your name and address. 

Bentham Community  
Primary School 
By Catherine Boocock, Head Teacher 

Awful weather and school closures: As 
no doubt everyone will agree, the festive 
season witnessed some truly awful weath-
er, with an unprecedented amount of rain-
fall, which ultimately caused devastation 
amongst many northern communities. 
Here, at your community school, we also 
suffered at the hands of Mother Nature. 
The school proved not to be waterproof in a 
few areas, including the kitchen.  Fortu-
nately, our wonderful kitchen staff contin-
ued to provide children with school meals, 
and teaching was only disrupted for two 
days. We would just like to reassure mem-
bers of the community that North Yorkshire 
County Council are actively working with 
the school’s building contractors to under-
take remedial action as a matter of urgency, 
and we can only apologise for any incon-
venience recent closures have caused par-
ents, children and carers.  Closing a school 
is never an easy decision, but in the inter-
ests of health and safety, a necessary one.  
Needless to say, our Governors will be dis-
cussing this issue at their next Board Meet-
ing. 

School trips: We are now at the begin-
ning of a new school term with lots of excit-
ing and educational activities planned for 
our children, including residential visits to 
Malham and to Bewerley Park and a day 
trip for our Year 6 children to the Houses of 
Parliament in London.  The school was for-
tunate to secure one of the limited tour op-
portunities for the Houses of Parliament 
during 2016, and children are very much 
looking forward to this exciting once-in-a-
life-time opportunity.   

Our uniforms used in Romania: We have 
been contacted by a charity based in South 
East Romania, where our uniform provider 
donated stocks of our old school uniform. It 
was absolutely wonderful to learn that 
these garments have been put to good use, 

and we received a lovely photograph of a 
young child in Calafat (not far from the 
Bulgarian border) wearing a High Bentham 
Community Primary School coat. 

Paintings donated: This month we have 
benefited from two wonderful donations.  
Mrs Linda Clemence from Settle kindly 
donated a painting by one of the school’s 
former Head teachers, Lillian Clark, who 
was here from 1929-1961.  We have also 
received a painting of Theodore Bayley 
Hardy who was closely associated with the 
school and the community.  Both paintings 
have been hung with pride where everyone 
can enjoy them. 

Plans for gazebo area: The Friends of 
Bentham School have been actively raising 
all-important funds for the school over the 
festive period, and we would like to thank 
members of the community for all their on-
going support with our fundraising activi-
ties.  We are currently aiming to provide an 
outdoor ‘gazebo’ area with seating for the 
children. 

Places are available in our excellent 
nursery, so for more information or to re-
serve a place please contact the school office 
on 015242 61412. 
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What Has Your Town Council Been Doing In 

December? 

By Cllr John Vendy on behalf of Bentham Town Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.benthamphysio.co.uk
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54 years experience 

Celebrate National  
Libraries 
Day On  
6th  

February 
By John Frankland 

The fifth National Libraries Day is on 6th 
February – and Bentham library is marking 
this with a morning of special events pro-
moting the difference that modern libraries 
make to people. There’s a Friends of Ben-
tham Library coffee morning at the Town 
Hall from 10am-noon. And at the library 
there’s a special Story and Rhyme Time for 
the under-5s from 10.30am-11am. Then you 
can have a go on the library computers and 
find out about your family history, or win a 
£10 book token by completing the general 
knowledge quiz. This is a good time to join 
the library – it’s fun and free! 

Bentham library has a Computer Club 
where library staff, without any confusing 
jargon, can offer practical advice on using 
your computer, including how to stay safe 
on line or how to browse the web. The next 
meeting is Thursday 25th February from 2-
4pm; no need to book, just come along, 
everyone is welcome. 

Bentham library is open Mondays 2.30-
7pm, Wednesdays 10am-4pm, Fridays 2.30-
5.30pm and Saturdays 10am-12noon. 
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Leonard Tyrer & Son Ltd 

Joiners 
Established 1954 

All types of joinery work undertaken 
 

Grove Hill, Station Road, Bentham 

Tel 015242 62333 

07780788339 

www.tyrersjoinery.co.uk 

 

Leading law firm, Oglethorpe,                       

Sturton & Gillibrand                                   

offer the full range of traditional legal 

services at the                                                

Kirkby Lonsdale Office. 

 

For your first point of contact speak to  

Sarah Miller . 

 

17 Main Street, Kirkby Lonsdale, LA6 2AQ       

info@osg.co.uk  

Bridal Businesses Are 
Back In Bentham! 
By Isabel Marshall and Lucy Carr 

Are you planning a wedding, wedding 
anniversary or to renew your vows? The 
Wedding Fair at Bentham Golf Club could 
be a great opportunity to see just how many 
of the businesses who will be there can en-
hance your celebration. Blossom Bridal and 
Bentham Golf Club have once again part-
nered up for the return of The Wedding 
Fair at Bentham Golf Club. Following the 
success of the first fair, we’re back with a 
few fresh faces! Save yourself the hassle in 
the run up to your big day and see what 
businesses on your doorstep can do to help. 

The Wedding Fair is on from 11am until 
3pm on Sunday 21st February. Entry is free to 
brides and their guests and you can enjoy 
browsing what our exhibitors have to offer 
whilst sipping a glass of fizz and nibbling 
canapés. We look forward to seeing you 
there. 
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Bentham News now has 16 pages of colour 
in which we can print colour photographs 
by local people of local events. So don’t 
forget to send them in and let us know 
what your club, team, or group is doing! 
Please email your stories and information 
to info@thebenthamnews.co.uk. 

INTERCOUNTY                                        

DRIVING SCHOOL                                               
VAL KAY                                                     

THEORY TRAINING                                

AVAILABLE                                                 

015242 62794                                       
e-mail: 

val@bentham999.wanadoo.co.uk 

“Looking Well Written” 
By Howard Matthew 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An invitation to the  launch of ... 

‘Words from Wenningdale’ a new collec-
tion of poetry from ‘Lookingwellwritten’, 
the creative writing group based at Looking 
Well Studios, Bentham.  

This is their second publication funded 
by The Craven Trust and includes material 
from 14 different writers.  They range from 
the light hearted to the more serious, from 
people of all ages and backgrounds. The 
group prides itself on encouraging material 
from first time writers as well as those who 
have been writing for many years.  

The launch party will be held on 23rd 
February at the Looking Well Studios on 
King Street. Entrance is £3 which includes a 
copy of ‘Words from Wenningdale’, some-
thing to eat and drink plus readings and a 
chance to meet the writers.   The entrance 
fee will be donated to Looking Well 
(Pioneer Projects.) You never know you 
might like to start writing something your-
selves !  

If you would like to attend please call 
Howard Matthew on  015242 62901 to give 
us an idea of numbers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual General Meeting 
The Annual General meeting of Pioneer 
Projects (Celebratory Arts) will be held at 
6:00 pm on Wednesday 17th February 2016 
at Looking Well Studios, King Street, Ben-
tham.  Members of the public are welcome 
to attend.   Pioneer Projects is the charity 
which runs Looking Well Studios. 

Ruposhi 
Fully Licensed, Indian Restaurant & Take-Away  

 
Book now for Valentines Day 

 
Free Wine and Starter Offers 

Call in for Details 
 

Sun-Thurs 5.30pm–11pm,  
Fri & Sat 5.30pm–11.30pm  

Thank you to all our Customers 
Tel: 015242 63400      8 Main Street, Bentham,  

www.ruposhibentham.co.uk 
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Can’t Stop Gotta Do Stuff! 
By Andy Mouncey 

Are you starting to get busy? Here’re a few 
tips on how to keep aches down and energy 
up. I am a complete novice at working a 
farm and helping livestock give birth at all 
hours of the day and night. But I do have 
some skill and experience in sorting out 
backs that have been bent over for too long 
and shoulders that have been strained.  

1. Drink For Energy 
Most of what we are at the basic level is 

water, and all the working stuff in our body 
does so in solution. Working hard creates 
heat, which can tip the balance. This is easy 
to spot in warm weather and much harder 
in cold, but the end result is the same: de-
hydration. Dehydration is the curtain raiser 
to all sorts of problems. Drinking water 
little and often sounds easy, but who wants 
to drink cold water at this time of year? 
Flasks of hot juice or tea are the solution. 
Make ‘em up in advance and keep one with 
you where you’re working. If you can see 
‘em you are more likely to drink and drink 
you should, adding some sugar to your tea 
for an energy boost. 

2. Do The Opposite 
If you are spending most of your time on 

your feet bent forward working hard and 
breathing fast and shallow, then relief will 
come by doing the exact opposite. This is re
-balancing. Do this by rolling a large towel 
to a sausage shape and lying on your back 
with legs straight and arms by your sides, 
positioning the roll under your lower back. 
Breathe in and let out a long, steady exhale, 
breathing out through your nose and 
mouth. Feel like you are sinking into the 
towel. Do this for at least 3 breaths or as 
many as you need for the tension to leave 
the muscles. If this is too painful, you need 
a smaller roll. If you can’t feel anything, 
you need a bigger roll, or firm cushions or 
pillows. Or if you’re fine, this was actually 
just an excuse to lie down. 
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Learn to Drive with  

Sally Moore 
 

Your local, friendly  

Instructor 
 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 

Your memories by Leah 
Video/Photo Preservation, 

Editing and Filming Service 
Please get in touch to discuss your  
requirements 
leah@memorabeleah.co.uk 

015242 62939 or  
07884208950  
 
www.memorabeleah.co.uk 

Exciting News About 
Our CPR & AED Project  
By John Vendy 

The exciting news is that the British Heart 
Foundation have awarded us our first de-
fibrillator (AED), a cabinet to keep it in, 
Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) 
training dummies and a training DVD. The 
challenge now is to decide where to locate 
the cabinet. It will be available to anyone 
via Emergency Services within 200 metres 
of its location, so it really is a matter of 
“location, location, location”! 

The dummies and DVD will be used to 
train as many people as possible to be con-
fident to deliver CPR and have an aware-
ness of how simple the AED is to use 
(switch on and follow the spoken instruc-
tions). We also have leads that could result 
in two more AEDs and cabinets. Things are 
moving fast! We'd love to have more volun-
teers to help us decide where this and fu-
ture kits should go. The role is not challeng-
ing, but this really needs to be a community 
project. The plan is to follow the model 
developed by the team in Ingleton, which 
they have generously shared with us. Ingle-
ton has successfully installed and operate a 
number defibrillators. We hope to have a 
team comprising representatives from as 
many of the social, sporting and business 
groups as possible. AEDs are a potential 
benefit to EVERYONE in Bentham, so the 
more we can have the better. If you would 
like to be involved or to know more about 
the project please contact:  

Jill Noble (Jill.Noble@gp-b82061.nhs.uk) 
or John Vendy (015242 62083, 
john.vendy@benthamtowncouncil.co.uk). 

If you witness a cardiac arrest now, you 
can increase the person’s chances of surviv-
al by phoning 999 immediately and giving 
CPR while you wait for the ambulance to 
arrive.   
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YOUR SUPPORT IS URGENTLY 
NEEDED 
By Keith Hartley and Shirley Brown 

This article relates directly to the care provision available for Ben-
tham’s older people, but indirectly it affects everyone who is read-
ing it, because getting older is something that (hopefully) happens 
to us all! 

Bentham’s Elderly Care Group is currently engaged in talks with 
North Yorkshire County Council about the care and support availa-
ble to the older people of our town.  Specifically, it is concerned about the fact that at the 
present time there is no provision in Bentham for people who can no longer manage in 
their own home.  To live in any form of supported environment they must be prepared to 
move to another town where such provision is available, and in 2016 that is surely very 
wrong and even, by modern care standards, abusive.  Many Bentham people have in 
recent years been placed in care homes as far away as Gargrave and Halton, causing 
great distress both to themselves and to relatives. 

 Two years ago we were told that the high level of need in Bentham was accepted by 
the local authority and as a result we were to have a new Extra Care Housing unit in the 
town.  A near-perfect site would be available when the Primary School moved to its new 
location and this, together with the all-important funding, was to be ring fenced for Extra 
Care provision.  This was exciting news because it held the potential to solve most of the 
care problems, not only for older people but also for many younger people with learning 
or physical disabilities. 

Sadly, to date, it hasn’t happened, and the chances of it happening in the near future 
are looking increasingly doubtful. 

One of the reasons for inactivity appears to be because appropriate “partners” (people 
to build and run the unit on behalf of the local authority) have not yet been found.  It 
seems they are not fully convinced that the level of need in Bentham is sufficient to justify 
their commitment to the project. 

We are convinced there is sufficient need in Bentham, but we clearly need to provide 
the evidence to prove it, and this is where we are appealing for your support. 

In the coming weeks, whatever your age, you may be asked to either complete a very 
short questionnaire or participate in an interview about your hopes or views on growing 
older in Bentham.  There will, of course, be no obligation to do this; but please do, as we 
are told that we need this data to make a real difference to whether or not Extra Care 
housing is built in Bentham.  If you would like to make sure that your voice is heard, 
please let us know and we’ll make sure someone comes to listen to you. 

Alternatively, you can write to us c/o Bentham News, The Gallery, Station Road, High 
Bentham, or by email to:  khartley41@btinternet.com 

mailto:leah@memorabeleah.co.uk
http://www.memorabeleah.co.uk
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Water, Water Every-
where 
By David Johnson 

In January’s BN, Shirley Brown and How-
ard Matthew described the power and im-
pact of the floods generated by the appal-
ling weather conditions over the weekend 
around 5th December 2015.  According to 
the Environment Agency, the natural level 
for the Wenning at Low Bentham is be-
tween 0.49m (1.7 feet) and 1.2m (3.4 feet). 
On 5th December it reached 3.23m (10ft 
6ins). Exceptional events stick in our minds 
and I can remember an instance, probably 
in the 1980s, when the River Wenning at 
Low Bentham exceeded the level attained 
this year. It was a Tuesday, and after a day 
of torrential rain, Judith and I drove down 
to the Punch Bowl at Low Bentham about 
4.30pm to discover that the river had cov-
ered Bentham Grammar School car park 
and was lapping the classroom walls. Can 
anyone recall the incident and provide a 
date? 

Low Bentham parish magazines written 
between 1888 and 1891 by the Rector, the 
Revd. Frederick Walker Joy, reveal evidence 
of prolonged periods of wet weather.  It 
was so bad that the congregation prayed 
regularly for the rain to cease! He wrote: 
‘On Wednesday July 25th (1888) rain fell in 
such torrents in the neighbourhood 
throughout the whole day that Ellergill 
Beck, which runs under the road through 
the village, burst its boundaries opposite 
Miss Dodgson’s house and in a few mo-
ments converted the street into a water-

course knee deep flooding all the houses 
which stood in its way. The Orphanage, 
occupied by Mrs Mason and her young 
charges, was at one time dangerously 
threatened: but by means of breaking down 
part of the wall below the school gate and 
shoring the roadway with planks and large 
stones, the stream was turned into its prop-
er course again…’ 

The accompanying photographs show 
the horrific consequences of a similar flood 
that occurred on Tuesday 13th November 
1923.  This was again caused by Ellergill 
Beck and by obstructions in the river forc-
ing the water onto the Main Street. Howev-
er Low Bentham residents can relax because 
during the 1980s the Highways Department 
opened Ellergill Beck under Low Bentham 
Main Street and culverted the watercourse 
to avoid any further catastrophes! 

The Wenning can be dangerous and sev-
eral people have been drowned; one such 
tragedy visited the Burgess family on Satur-
day 16th August 1890 when Margaret Ann 
Burgess, a child of two and a half years, fell 
into the Wenning from a wall adjacent to 
Mill Cottages, Low Bentham. The river was 
running at full spate after a period of heavy 
rain. Eventually Margaret’s body was re-
covered from the River Lune and she was 
buried in Low Bentham churchyard on 4th 
September 1890. The Wenning has been the 
cause of grave concerns on many occasions, 
notably the collapse of the bridge at High 
Bentham on 13th December 1964, but we 
should remember that it has always also 
been a source of entertainment and healthy 
leisure time activities.  
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Hair Studio             
              Cath Blackwell, 

                 Homeleigh, 

       Fourlands, 

                 Bentham, 

                LA2 7EX 
 

   Tel: 015242 62510 

   Mob: 07796 148900 

 

 

 

HORNBY DAY NURSERY 
 Fully qualified staff 

 7.30 to 6.30pm 

 Pre-school Nursery & Education Grant 

 Dedicated Baby & Toddler Facilities 

 Secure outdoor play area 
 

1 Station Road, Hornby.                               
Tel: 015242 22288 

E:info@hornbydaynursery.co.uk 

Rotary To The Rescue 

By Lillian Barton 

The biggest single good factor to come out 
of the devastation caused by storm Des-
mond in December was the incredible way 
local communities responded by helping 
the thousands of people who suffered from 
the flooding. Rotary Clubs across the re-
gion provided help and assistance, be it 
shelter, food, clothing, baby equipment or 
money. As always, in emergencies, Rotary 
works alongside other organisations to 
help as best they can. With the help of the 
1st Kirkby Lonsdale Scout Group, the Rota-
ry Flood Appeal at Booths in Kirkby Lons-
dale, collected £3,262, almost half of which 
was donated by the Club. Our pre-
Christmas sleigh collections also raised a 
total of £2,979 for local deserving causes. 

On February 25th Lunesdale Rotary 
Club will host its annual international 
evening and auction to raise money for the 
international projects it supports. If any 
individual or business would like to donate 
a ‘lot’ to be sold on the evening, please call 
015242-73166. 

A date for your diary: On Sunday 5th 
June the Rotary Club will organise the 
‘Lune Walk’, which is suitable for all abili-
ties. Many people enjoyed this last year, so 
spread the word to your family and 
friends. 
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Events in February 
Town Hall Codes: TB Ballroom LH Lower 
Hall WR Wenningdale Room 
Fri  1st  Town Hall 9:30-11am, Little Stars 
 Toddler Group. And every Fri. TB. 

Mon 4th  Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  

 Office Open. And every Mon. 

 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link Café. 
 And every Mon. 

 6:15-7:30pm, Tai Chi. And 11th. 

 Town Hall, 9:30-11am, Zanna’s Adult 
 Ballet. And every Mon. LH. 

 1-4pm, Indoor bowls, All welcome.  
 For details ring Sue Park 62099.  And 
 every Mon.  TB. 

 1-3pm, N Y Horizons.  And every Mon. 
 WR. 

 7-8pm, Boxercise. And  every Mon. TB 

 8.15-9.15pm, Boxercise. And every
 Mon. TB. 

 7.30pm  Full Town Council Meeting 
 LH   

Tues 5th  Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, 
 Office Open. And every Tues. 

 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And  every Tues. 

 Looking Well, 9:15am, for 9:30am   

 start, Light leg stretchers walking 
 group.  

 10:30am-12:45pm,Community  Tues
 day—coffee, newspapers and  

 chat. And every Tues. 

 11:30am-1pm, Creative Writing  
 Group. And every Tues. 

 12:45-1:30pm, Community Shared 

  Lunch. Home-made soup and  bread. 
 And every Tues. 

 Town Hall, 10-11am, Mature  

 movers.  And every Tues. LH. 

 10am-12noon, Craft Club. And  

 every Tues. WR. 

 7-8pm, Aerobics.  And every Tues.  
 TB. 

Wed 6th  Victoria Inst., 10am- 

  12 noon, Post Office Services. And 

  every Wed. 

 11:30am-2:15pm, Community Link 

  Café. And every Wed. 

 3.45-8.30pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Wed. 

 Looking Well, 2-4pm, Art for All. 
 Art Group. And every Wed.  

 8-9.30pm, Singing for All.  And 20th. 

 Methodist Church,  
 10-11:30am, Coffee Morning.   

 Donations to local charities. And 
 every Wed.  

 Bentham Medical Practice, CAB,  

 1-3pm. And 20th. 

Thu 7th Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, 
 Bat ‘N’ Chat. And every Thur. 

 1.30-3pm, Piper’s Painters.  `And 
 every Thur. 

 4-8pm, Helen Howard School  of 
 Dance.  And every Thur.  

 Looking Well, 2-4pm, Art Shed, Com
 munity Art. And every Thur.  

 7.30-9pm, Bentham  Line Dancers.  
 And every Thur. 

 Town Hall, 9.30-10.30am, Pilates.   
 And every Thur.  LH. 

 7-8pm, Boxercise. And  every Thur. TB. 

 Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm, Wel
 come-In. Dominoes and tea for all ages,  
 transport contact Anthony 63156. 

Fri 8th  Victoria Inst. 10am- 12noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Fri.  

 3.45-7pm, Helen  Howard  School 
 of Dance.  And every  Fri.  

 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. And every Fri. Exercise. 

Sat 9th Town Hall, 10am—12 noon, 

 Tatham School Coffee Morning. 
 TB. 

 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Book 
 swap.  And every 2nd Sat. 

Sun 10th  Bentham Footpath Group,  

 Ingleton Circular, 5.5 miles, Leader 
 Kate Rowe, 51402.  Meet Lairgill 
 9.30 am.  See page 30. 

Mon 11th  Lairgill Car Park, 9:30am 
 (meet  9:15am), Walks for Women. 
 And every Mon. 

  Looking Well, Making Art. 

 Ring  
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 62672 for details. For those with 
 memory loss and their carers.  And 
 every Mon. 

 Bentham Methodist Church Hall, 10-
 11:30am, Toddle-in for parents and 
 carers with children 0-4.  Also 14th 
 and 21st. 

 3.45-4.45pm, Adventurers, for children 
 aged 4-6 years. And every Mon in 
 term time. 

 6.15-7.30pm, Springboard, for children 
 aged 7-11 years.  And every Mon in 
 term time. 

   Bentham Library Story time for under 
 5s.  And every Mon. See Page 20. 

 Town Hall,  7.30 pm, Finance Com
 mittee Meeting (to be confirmed) LH. 

Tue 12th  Methodist Church, 2.15pm,  
 Monthly  Bright Hour. 

 Bentham Library Reading Group, 
 2pm.  See page 20 
Wed 13th Ingleton Community Centre,   
 10am-12noon, CAB.  And 27th. 

 Methodist Church and Victoria Insti
 tute, Low Bentham, 10am-12noon, 
 Collection for the Refugees. See page 
 28 

Fri 15th  Lairgill, 8.30-11am, waste paper 
 collection in aid of NSPCC. 

 Looking Well, 10.30-1pm, Art  Skills 
 Development. For details ring  62672. 
 And every Friday. 

 Methodist Church Hall, 6-7pm, Yoga. 
 And every Fri.  

 Masonic Lodge, 10am –2.30pm,  Age 
 Concern.  Flax Mills of Bentham , 
 Annie Neligan. 

 Town Hall, 11am-12:30pm Craven 
 Customer Services. LH. 

 8pm, Film Group, A Little Chaos, see 
 page 17. 
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Sat 16th Town Hall,  10am-12noon,  

 Christian Aid Coffee Morning. 
 TB. 

Mon 18th  Town Hall, 7.30pm, Town 
 Council Precept Meeting, LH. 

Tue 19th  Bentham Primary School Hall, 6-
 7pm, Yoga.  And every Tues. 

 Bentham Footpath Group,  

 Giggleswick Scar, 8 miles, Leaders 
 Vicky and Graham Cooper,  62535.  
 Meet Lairgill 9.30am.   See page  30. 

Fri 22nd  Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, 
 Age Concern.  Favourite Poems -  

 Dorothy Stubbs 

Sat 23rd  Town Hall, 10am- 12noon, 
 FOBS Coffee Morning, TB. 

Sun 24th  St Boniface’s, 6.30 pm,  Chris
 tian Unity Celebration at St Boni
 face’s. 

Wed 27th   Bentham Footpath group, 
 Canal/Levens Park, 7.5 miles, Leaders 
 Sue and Ed Badley, 62502.  Meet Lair
 gill 9.30am 

Thu 28th  Bentham Library,  2pm,  

 Computer Club. (see page 20) 

Fri 29th  Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30 
 pm, Age Concern.  Quiz.                       

 Town Hall,  Clerks office, 2-3pm, 
 MP  Surgery.                              

Sat 30th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, 
 Community Link Café Coffee Morning. 

 Methodist Church, 7.30pm, Kingdom 
 Bound Gospel Trio. 
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