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Extraordinary Callouts 

By Geoff Blackwell (Watch Manager, Bentham 

Fire and Rescue Service, Tel: 61228) 
Some jobs and days will stick in the 
memory for a lifetime. In an area renowned 
for low flying aircraft and helicopters that 
appear to hedge hop, you would hope that 
you are never called out to an incident in-
volving one. On 15th November we re-
ceived a call from control to go to the 
Hawes road to assist a coastguard helicop-
ter that had developed a fault on landing 
near the road. The vibration from the fault 
had made the wheels sink into the ground 
and left the machine tilted at 13 degrees, 
which the pilot assured me was the abso-
lute limit for a helicopter of that size. Al-
ready on the scene was the Cave Rescue 
Organisation which had been conducting a 
combined rescue with the coastguard. With 
their expertise in rope rescue, they had al-
ready made the helicopter as safe as they 
could with the equipment they had. We 
assisted the pilot by tying down the rotors 
in a very strong wind, and when the Heavy 
Rescue Unit arrived from Ripon, airbags 
were placed under the fuselage to counter-
act the tilt and make it a little safer. An ap-
pliance and the rescue unit stayed with the 
helicopter overnight until air fitters arrived 
from Wales. The recovery operation took 
four days due to the position of the helicop-
ter and the weather conditions. A good 
result though, no casualties and a recovered 
helicopter that the pilot tells me is worth 
around £30 million. 
Saturday 5th December: Oh for a lie in, no 
chance.  

We were called out at 9.10am to the 
Ruposhi Restaurant on Main Street as the 
sign above the restaurant was waving 
about in a very strong wind and could 
cause serious damage or injury. We had to 
take the sign down which involved trap-
ping it with a ladder and then cutting it 
away with an electric saw. It didn’t take too 
long, but it took some catching! We had 
about half an hour then until the rain made 
itself felt in every corner of our area. We 
were called first to Wenning Avenue where 
a blockage in a drain threatened four hous-
es. It took a while to sort and another crew 
went back later. By the time we got back to 

the station reinforcements had arrived from 
Settle, Skipton and Ripon. Ripon also sent 
their water rescue team. Kirkby Lonsdale 
and Hornby crews had also been out, until 
they were called away to look after their 
own areas. In all there were around 20 calls 
that required our attendance that day and 
many more that unfortunately we could do 
nothing with. Flooding causes such devas-
tating damage and heartbreak to the people 
concerned. This corner of Craven was ex-
tremely lucky that we didn’t suffer as badly 
as our neighbouring counties did. 
We still require people to join us as fire 
fighters.  If you’d like to find out more, 
come and see us at the fire station on a 
Monday night between 7pm and 9pm, or  
if you see us about, stop us and be one. 

Your Advert In Colour 

From just £20, why not make your 

advert stand out? 

Call 61515 or email  

info@thebenthamnews.co.uk 

for more  

information  

Picture courtesy of The Cave Rescue  

Organisation 

     

 

 

A New Lake Appears In Bentham 

By Shirley Brown 

This tranquil, attractive scene is deceptive.  This new lake along the Low Bentham Road 

appeared between 4th, 5th and 6th December, when Storm Desmond hit Bentham.  For 

two days and nights the heavy rain, gales and strong winds never stopped, bringing 

floods, collapsed roads and destruction to our town.  Because we had had heavy rainfall 

for a week or so, fields were already saturated and the Wenning was full to bursting 

when the storm arrived.  People who have lived in Bentham for many generations, say 

this is the worst storm they have ever experienced, and we have included photos and 

stories of Bentham after the storm on pages 2, 3 and 4 to reflect the severity of what hap-

pened in our town.  Thanks to the many people who sent in their photographs. 
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A tree across the B6480 top, the Wenning at Greystonegill and  below the River Wenning bursting its banks 

and the river at Low Bentham.  Pictures by Shirley Brown, Peter Phillips, Iain Henshaw and David Channing.   

River Heights  
Environment Agency website 

The Wenning at Bentham Bridge 
reached 2.79m on 5.12.15.  A 
record. Previous highest was 
2.47m and the usual level is be-
tween 0.35 and 1.14m.  The Wen-
ning at Low Bentham reached 
3.04m. Previous highest record-
ed was 2.46 and the usual level 
is between 0.51 and 1.20m. 
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Plant A Tree: Great Gift Idea 

By Sarah Pettifer  

(Marketing and Communications Officer for Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust (YDMT), based 
at Old Post Office, Clapham, LA2 8DP, Tel: 015242-51002) 

National Tree Week was in December and is the UK’s largest annual tree celebration, 
which launches the start of the winter tree-planting season. Each year The Tree Council’s 
member organisations, such as local authorities, schools and community groups, support 
the initiative by setting up projects to inspire upward of a quarter of a million people to 
get together and plant around a million trees. 2015 marked the 40th anniversary of this 
annual festival, and YDMT planted 40 native sapling trees in Bishopdale to commemo-
rate the occasion. 

Pauline Buchanan Black, Director-General of The Tree Council, said: “With forty years 
of successful growth behind it, National Tree Week has become firmly rooted in the cal-
endar.” (Pun intended!!) 

YDMT would like to invite people to do their bit to help tackle climate change on their 
doorstep by dedicating a tree in a recently planted wood in the Yorkshire Dales. All mon-
ey raised will help to support on-going efforts to restore woodland cover across the York-
shire Dales, to reduce soil erosion, absorb greenhouse gases and create vibrant wildlife 
habitats. Dedicating a tree would be a perfect way to mark the passing of another year, a 
special birthday, anniversary or to remember the life of a loved one. If you’d like to find 
out more about how to do this, please ring me or visit www.ydmt.org 

Photo credit: The Tree Council 
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The B6480 collapsed between Bentham and Wenning-

ton. The road is closed ‘Until Further Notice’ as major 

repairs will be required to the banking and the high-

way; (the gas pipe for Bentham is clearly seen floating 

in the flood water!) work which will not be attempted 

until March at the earliest. This is causing a great deal 

of inconvenience to road transport and means that 

many people are now by-passing Bentham, which is of 

concern to residents and businesses 

alike. 

The Bridge at the Punch Bowl, 

above.  The Car Park was under 

water which was up to the wall of 

the outbuilding.  Left Wenning  

below Linghaw . 
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Wade in the Water:  A 

Personal Account 
By Howard Matthew 

It all began on Saturday morning.  We were 
getting ready to spend a weekend in the 
Lake District and I was making breakfast.  
Suddenly there was the sound of anxious 
knocking on the front door.  It was one of 
our neighbours whose kitchen was being 
flooded and had noticed that our back yard 
was covered in water.  

 It didn’t take long to realize that the wa-
ter was rising quickly towards our back 
door.  We rang the Fire Service who were 
there within minutes and began pumping 
water from the yard.  The flood was caused 
by water backing up through the drain, and 
as we found out later, due simply to the 

volume of rainwater. Luckily Gareth Adams 
appeared from nowhere with a pile of sand-
bags which were placed in strategic posi-
tions. The Firefighters were brilliant and 
pumped the yard clear but by this  time the 
water had reached the house and had flood-
ed both the lounge and diner kitchen.   

The Firefighters had to leave on other 
calls so I looked in on some of our neigh-
bours who were desperately pumping and 
diverting water.  When I got back the yard 
had filled up again, and water was pouring 
into our neighbour’s kitchen, so we called 
the Fire Service.  This time we had a crew 
from Ripon, again they worked hard and 
although they couldn’t stop the flow of wa-
ter they opened a sewage inspection hatch 
which prevented the water reaching too 
high a level in the yard. 

By teatime there was little else we could 
do.  We marked the water levels on the 
walls for insurance purposes (around 8 
inches) and then moved upstairs. When I 
returned Liz was listening to the news on 
her tablet I heard the words Lancaster. “Is 
that the local news?”I said,   “No the Na-
tional.  The Prime Minister is coming to visit 
the affected areas“.  I made a mental note to 
check we had enough biscuits. 

 On Monday it all went crazy, the phone 
never stopped ringing with some local peo-
ple kindly  offering us help and support. 
Then there were the visitors.    Insurance 
Companies, Risk Assessors, delivery men 
with humidifiers, plus visits from United 
Utilities and the Flood Emergency Team.   

By this time the water had gone down.  
We just needed to get away for a while so 
we rang my sister-in-law in Morecambe. 
“Forget it” she said, “the power’s off, the 
shops are shut, the roads are flooded and all 
the bridges across the Lune are closed”.  

Now things are slower but we still have 
work to do, making lists of damaged be-
longings, filling in claims forms and arrang-
ing Christmas.  It’s going to take some time 
to get back to how we were, if we ever do.  
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Bentham, The Place To 
Live: A Meeting With 
FisherHopper 
By Howard Matthew 

FisherHopper has now become an estab-
lished Estate Agency in Bentham, but what 
makes them different is that they are a sep-
arate business in their own right. They 
were formed when the Lancaster Estate 
Agent Fisher Wrathall combined with the 
Dales based Agency of J R Hopper and set 
up their office in Bentham.  The original 
agencies still exist independently, but this 
unique collaboration was seen to be more 
appropriate for the Bentham market.    

 “Our customers now have access to a 
wider market than the two individual com-
panies could achieve by marketing through 
the parent companies.” said Officer Manag-
er Shirley O’Neil. “We cover a wide area 
ranging from Morecambe Bay to the whole 
of the Yorkshire Dales and the surrounding 
market towns.”  

I asked Alex Rogers if Bentham was a 
place people wanted to live.”The biggest 
advantage Bentham has”, he said, “is that 
there are houses available for all price rang-
es, from the smallest cottages to the largest 
barn conversions, and people like the com-
munity spirit here”. 

Steven Thorn thought the improvement 
in communications made Bentham a com-
mutable proposition, which could have a 
positive impact. The new motorway junc-
tion would make it easier to get to and 
from the Morecambe district. All this 
makes it sound as if Bentham is the place to 
live which can only be good for local shops 
and businesses.  

Right Move has recently placed Fisher-
Wrathall as top seller in the area so with 
this in mind I asked what was the most 
important factor in helping someone buy 
and sell a house? Here they were all in 
agreement – Communication.  “Talking 

with clients constantly”, “keeping things 
moving”, “identifying holdups in a chain”, 
“being proactive and not waiting until 
someone has to get in touch with you.” 

And a final piece of useful information? 
There is a great demand for rented accom-
modation in Bentham.   

(Excuse me whilst I clear out the attic). 
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Longstaffe’s  
Educational Foundation 
By Clive Story, Chairman 

On 29th November 2015, Longstaffe’s Edu-
cational Foundation held its second concert 
in Bentham Golf Club. The first concert, 
featuring a soprano opera singer from 
Hamburg and an English classical guitarist, 
was held almost a year previously and was 
a great success. The Trustees had been re-
galed with requests to hold more.  

The artists this year were Chris Newman 
and Máire Ni Chathasaigh who had the 
capacity audience enthralled with their 
virtuoso performance of ‘Celtic Christmas 
Strings’ on the guitar and Irish harp. Swing, 
jazz, adaptations of traditional carols and 
enchanting Irish melodies were inter-
spersed with Chris's amusing anecdotes 
and background information about the 
duo's collaboration and how their music 
had evolved. A lively ‘Three Ships from 
Sussex’ combining the ‘Sussex Carol and I 
Saw Three Ships' left the audience calling 
for more.  

The event was completely sold out and 
attracted people from all over the area; 
some had travelled from as far afield as 
Manchester and Warrington! Bentham Golf 
Club is a most congenial venue with very 
good acoustics and excellent facilities. 

Drinks and refreshments were provided as 
part of the ticket price. The Trustees are 
delighted to be able to provide cultural 
events of this kind, especially when any 
profit is destined for such a worthwhile 
cause, increasing the charity’s ability to 
provide educational support for the young 
people of the two villages of High and Low 
Bentham.  

Our intention is to stage annual concerts 
in the future which will be advertised in the 
Bentham News and on local notice boards. 

Charity No. 506509 

www.longstaffeseducationalfoundation.co.
uk 
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A Tribute to the Life of 
Mary West  
(part of the eulogy at Mary’s funeral by Revd. 
Bryan Yardy) 

By Jane Proctor 

Mary was born on the 26th September 1930 
to John and Mary Sutton. The family home 
was Lawsings Farm, Clapham where Mary 
grew up with her two sisters Agnes and 
Annie, and her brother John. Mary helped 
out on the farm from an early age.  

Mary’s childhood was during the turbu-
lent years of World War Two  - and one 
lasting memory she shared was of a Ger-
man airship once going over the farm, quite 
a spectacle for a young child. Of course, 
rationing was the order of the day then – 
and Mary said that the thing she missed 
most was sugar – which is not surprising as 
everyone knows that Mary had a very 
sweet tooth!!! 

Mary attended Eldroth School, walking 
there with her brother and sisters. Mary 
recalled that, because of the war all the chil-
dren in the school were taught how to make 
their own clothes. It was there she learned 
to knit – a skill she continued throughout 
her life - making baby clothes for the new 
arrivals in the family and also for friends. 

Mary left school, as most people did in 
those days, at the age of 14 and continued 
working on the family farm. Those were the 
days of horse power, but when the farm 
acquired a tractor - Mary was the first per-
son to have a go in it – and, according to her 
brother John, Mary was the best tractor 
driver in Clapham.  

Mary worked at Lawsings until getting 
married and then moved to Grove Cottages 
in Bentham. 

Mary’s first job upon arrival in Bentham, 
at Campbell Hatcheries, was very brief. She 
started work – turning the eggs to keep 
them warm. No smoking was allowed– but 
Mary, and some other workers, would often 
sneak off up in the attic for a crafty cig. One 

day they were up there and Mary lost her 
footing on the rafters – and came crashing 
down through the ceiling. Feathers flew 
everywhere and that was the end of that 
job. Mary was a hard worker, and it did not 
take long for her to get another job. 

Those who know Mary will remember 
that her main line of work was in the pubs 
of Bentham. She was a barmaid at The Roy-
al Oak Hotel (now Turners), also at The 
Brown Cow (now the Coach House), and 
finally she worked as a stewardess at Ben-
tham Club – where she became a life-long 
honorary member. 

It was while the Brown Cow was being 
renovated and changing over to the Coach 
House that Mary received her nickname 
‘Mary Mop’. She had a tightly permed hair-
do and one of the builders renovating the 
pub spotted her with mop in hand and said, 
“Eee, you can’t tell the difference from yer 
head to yer mop!” And the name ‘Mary 
Mop’ has stuck ever since. 

Mary loved her family. She had three 
children, Angela, Mick and Michelle, seven 
grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren and Christmas was always a 
special time of the year for her. All the 
grandkids would look forward with eager 
anticipation to the big day when Mary 
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Hair Studio             
              Cath Blackwell, 

                 Homeleigh, 

       Fourlands, 

                 Bentham, 

                LA2 7EX 
 

   Tel: 015242 62510 

   Mob: 07796 148900 

 

 

 

Contact Barry  

07828 172677 

“Sabriel” By Garth Nix 
Teen book review by Imogene Henshaw 

Sabriel is the first book in the Abhorsen 
Trilogy by Garth Nix, its two trilogies are 
called Lirael and Abhorsen and a prequel, 
called Clariel, has just recently been re-
leased. This book follows the story of Sabri-
el, a young schoolgirl, as she embarks on a 
dangerous quest. 

The old kingdom is a place of 
magic and mysteries, a place where 
the dead don’t always stay dead, 
controlled by malevolent beings 
called the greater dead. The only 
thing separating the magical world 
of the old kingdom from the non-
magical land of Ancelstierre is The 
Wall, a wall of great magic and pow-
er, but sometimes even that is not 
enough, sometimes the dead can still 
pass through. 

Since the age of five Sabriel has 
lived her life safe across the wall at 
Wyverley College but when, in her 
final year, she discovers that her 
father is dead, but not passed on, she 
must return to her childhood home 
in the old kingdom; to rescue her 
father from the afterlife and face an 

old, powerful, enemy. 

I really loved this book. The entire series 
is fantastic and I love the entire universe 
that these books are set in.  Although the 
second book did drag on a little for me I 
enjoyed every book and hope that Garth 
Nix will write more books set in the uni-
verse of the old kingdom in the future. 

 

Fancy A Flyer? 
 

Send your flyer hand delivered to Bentham residents in the BN for  impact advertising.  
 We also deliver copies to central points in adjoining villages and towns.  A5 or folded A4 flyer inserts.  £150 commercial and £75 charity 
 

Email info@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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CPR & AED Project For Bentham 

Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation & Automated External  

Defibrillator 
By John Vendy 

The aim of this new project is to have an effective community of people in Bentham who 
are able to resuscitate people having a cardiac arrest. 

A cardiac arrest is an emergency where the heart stops pumping blood and oxygen 
around the body. Immediate CPR can help to keep oxygen circulating around the body 
until an AED can be used to get the heart working again. Every minute without CPR 
and defibrillation reduces the person’s chance of survival by 7-10%. The AEDs we aim to 
buy are designed to be used by anyone without training. Once switched on the machine 
tells you what to do! 

The objectives of the project are; 
 
To set up a committee of people to oversee the project including fundraising 
 
To raise awareness, interest and commitment in the community 
 
To organise and hold regular CPR training sessions within Bentham 
 
To plan, purchase and install AEDs in agreed places around Bentham 
 
To ensure that this project is a permanent part of village life. 
 

The first committee meeting will be held in late January (contact us for details) and 
we will keep you updated in future Bentham News articles. We would like this to be a 
“whole community” project because it affects the whole community. If you would like 
to be involved or to know more about the project please contact: 

Jill Noble (Jill.Noble@gp-b82061.nhs.uk) or John Vendy (015242 62083, 
john.vendy@benthamtowncouncil.co.uk). 

If you witness a cardiac arrest now, you can increase the person’s chances of survival 
by phoning 999 immediately and giving CPR while you wait for the ambulance to ar-
rive. The ambulances all carry AEDs.  

Bentham News Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £15 local—£21 non local One eight page colour £20 local—£26 non local 

One quarter page £30 local—£42 non local Colour quarter page £40 local —£50 non local 

One half page £70 local—£90 non local One half page colour £90 local—£110 non local 

Inserts £150 commercial—£75 charity          

People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 
Send to our new email address info@thebenthamnews.co.uk or call 015242 61515 

(benthamnews@outlook.com emails will be forwarded to us)  
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would literally turn up on the doorstep 
with bin bags stuffed full of presents for 
everyone. And, although never the best of 
cooks, her Christmas trifles were famous 
and will be missed by all the family. 

It’s true that Mary was quite a clumsy 
person – and she would be the first person 
to say so herself. It is told that on one occa-
sion Mary decided to wash out her wheel-
ie bin, and during the process she some-
how slipped and fell inside – and then 
ended up rolling all the way down the 
garden in it!!! 

Other than knitting Mary had other 
interests and hobbies to keep her occupied. 
She loved her garden, and always had Jack 
Russell dogs to keep her company. Mary 
also bred pigeons. By all accounts she was 
a very keen pigeon racer, but most of all 
Mary loved people. 

You would find her at the Town Hall 
coffee mornings every Saturday (winning 
all the raffle prizes); you would find her 
playing bingo at the club; you would find 
her every Friday at Age Concern - enjoy-
ing the company of other folk; you would 
find her playing dominoes at Welcome-In 
on Thursdays at the Methodist Chapel; on 
Wednesdays you would find her at the 
Chapel coffee morning too. Mary was also 
a part of the congregation at Bentham 
Methodist Church - attending Sunday ser-
vices and always supporting chapel func-
tions or events. 

If something was going off in Bentham 
– Mary would be there supporting the 
event. So it’s not surprising that everybody 
in Bentham knew Mary West. 

So, as we say farewell to Mary we hold 
in our hearts these memories and qualities 
of Mary – someone who said it as it was 
and could chat for England; but also a lov-
ing, caring soul who would do anything 
for anybody. 

I’m sure you will all agree Bentham has 
lost one of its best loved treasures in Mary 
West. 
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F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 

01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

 

 January Gardening 
By Joyce Knapp 
In the December issue of Bentham 
News, I mentioned using gardening 
as a means of reducing stress in the run up to 
the festive period.  Now that the holidays are 
over, we can again use it to our benefit, not 
only as a means of shifting any extra pounds 
we may have gained over the holidays, but 
also to lift our spirits on these short winter 
days.   

The best place to start is probably to just 
walk around our garden and take a good 
look at what has survived the battering it 
received during the relentless storms in De-
cember, assessing any damage and consider-
ing which plants will now need replacing.  
Most of the perennial plants should be al-
right as they have developed ways of surviv-
ing the harsh winter months, usually by dy-
ing back to below ground level and only 
starting into re-growth when spring arrives.  
It could be that some of our trees and shrubs 
have taken a battering but many of them can 
be saved by ensuring that the roots are firmly 
in the ground, to stop them toppling over 
and to reduce damage to the roots from frost.  
We can then proceed by removing any dam-
aged or split stems, cutting them back either 
to a new, well-placed side-shoot, or bud or 
right back to where they join the main stem, 
making a clean, straight cut.      

Once we have dealt with any storm dam-
age, we can remove remaining weeds and 
fallen leaves and rake or fork over the soil.  It 
is a good idea to check for, and dispose of, 
any slugs that tend to be found lurking 
amongst the debris, especially where there is 
much moisture.  Snails, on the other hand, 
are usually to be found clinging to dry sur-
faces, especially under ledges in stone struc-
tures and these too can be disposed of, reduc-
ing the incidence of damage to our precious 
garden plants next summer.   

One last task for January. Those of us who 
aim to grow some of our own food this year 
could begin to plan what to grow and decide 
what seeds to buy. The best place to start is 
by thinking what we most enjoy eating!  
Happy gardening and Happy New Year.  © 
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Will Our Leaders Save Us 

From Tipping Off The 

Tightrope? 
By Alison Jones 

The artwork shown above in  the window 
in Main Street shows the  tipping world 
theme. It is inspired by the Coming of Age 
2015 project by 509 Arts (you may remem-
ber Ali Dix of 509 Arts who brought My 
Last Car to Carnival Bentham).   

“Coming of Age: 21 Reasons To Change 
The World” has events and artworks at 
about 70 venues throughout the UK  in-
cluding Bentham bringing into focus is-
sues about climate change. There are 
walks, talks, exhibitions, workshops , per-
formances and much more.  If you want  
further information you can go on the 
website comingofage2015.com 
 

Methodist Church Hall 

 

 

 

From January 6th 

£7 per session or £30.50 for six 

Tel: 07977 633083 

Wednesdays 9.30 – 10.30 am 
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Missed Connection? 
By Richard Wilson 

The 5th December floods had the curious 

effect of drowning out any news of the 

World Climate Change summit that was 

going on in Paris at the same time. I say 

"curious" because scientists have been tell-

ing us for years that a warmer world will 

mean increased climate instability and a 

greater likelihood of extreme weather 

events. You'd have thought the link be-

tween the two stories would be obvious. 

Instead we got the unfortunate victims, and 

our politicians, talking once again about 

the need for more spending on flood de-

fences. 

Meanwhile in Paris, low-lying countries 

like Bangladesh and the Maldives were 

fighting for an agreement that might stop 

their entire countries going underwater - a 

treaty that will stop catastrophic (for them) 

rises in global temperature and sea level, 

by effectively limiting carbon dioxide emis-

sions. 

The two story lines are contrasting re-

sponses to the same problem. When the 

bath is getting full, do we (A) make the 

bath deeper? Or (B) turn off the taps?  At 

the time of writing the noises from Paris 

suggest that world leaders may have real-

ised that option B is better. If they act, it 

will change our lives, but what really 

matters is that it will change the lives of 

generations to come even more, and for the 

good. 

The January BEST Green Café will be on 

Wednesday 27th at 8pm in Looking Well, 

King Street. Public transport in Bentham 

will be the discussion topic, and it's a hot 

one, following Lancashire's decision to end 

bus subsidies, and the announcement of 

the new Northern Rail franchisee. Come 

along, enjoy fine fare, and have your say! 
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INTERCOUNTY                                        

DRIVING SCHOOL                                               
VAL KAY                                                     

THEORY TRAINING                                

AVAILABLE                                                 

015242 62794                                       
e-mail: 

val@bentham999.wanadoo.co.uk 

December Town Council 
By Jane Proctor and Howard Matthew 

Although these are not the minutes of the 
meeting held on 14th December 2015, hope-
fully they are factually correct. The length of 
the meeting reflected the meaty topics under 
discussion by Cllrs. Adams, Bridgeman, 
Cowling, Marshall, Pritchard, Stannard, 
Townson and Vendy. CCllr David Ireton 
and DCllr Linda Brockbank were also in 
attendance. 

The “Drop in” session had been attended 
by a number of Burton–in-Lonsdale resi-
dents requesting the council to reconsider its 
views on the Waterside Potteries planning 
application. It will take a request from four 
councillors for this to happen, and no deci-
sion on this was taken at the meeting. 

CCllr Ireton spoke briefly about the rain-
water leaks at the new school describing the 
new build as a “disaster”, and the town 
council were concerned at the short notice 
given to parents that the school was closed 
on 7th December. The matter will be pur-
sued with the governing body. 

North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC) 
is waiting to hear from central government 
about their settlement, but is expecting 
funds to be very tight going forward. This 
added to the town council’s fury over what 
is seen as a waste of resources in NYCC’s 
attempt to repair the road at Lanefoot. Since 
work started in October some 300 tonnes of 
washed limestone, intended to divert the 
flow of the river, have been washed away, 
and in the last few weeks only a few days 
work has been achieved. A job, which was 
originally scheduled to take 8 weeks, will 
now not be completed until the end of Janu-
ary 2016 at the earliest. Councillors felt it 
was a pity the workforce could not have 
been deployed in cleaning clogged up ditch-
es and drains whilst they were unable to 
work on the river banking. 

Concern was also expressed about the 
effect of the closure of the B6480 on Ben-
tham’s trade as traffic now effectively by-
passes the town. Pressure will be kept on 

Lancashire County Council to effect repairs 
as soon as possible.  

DCllr Brockbank reported on Craven 
District Council’s plans for future house 
building. Over the next 15 years, apart from 
Skipton, Bentham will have the greatest 
growth in housing in Craven with 483 new 
residences to add to the existing 1514. Curi-
ously though Craven’s plans for the town do 
not include any employment land, which 
caused concern for the town council as the 
area’s economic growth depends on devel-
oping local employment opportunities. As 
part of the “Spatial Planning” exercise local 
residents proposed an area of land to the 
east of Station Road and north of the railway 
as a special Local Green Space. When the 
plans are formally published the time for 
response to Craven’s Local Plan is likely to 
be minimal with final decisions being made 
in March 2016 which will shape the future of 
our town into the 2030s. 

Whilst the number of residents is set to 
increase the social infrastructure for them 
may shrink. Much of the council’s meeting 
was taken up with the future of Bentham 
Library. NYCC are to close the existing li-
brary in 2017 and there were impassioned 
pleas from both Friends of Bentham Library 
(FoBL) and CCllr Ireton for the town council 
not to let the town lose its library facilities 
forever. It was pointed out the library with 
its 400 users is more than just a book bor-
rowing facility and also provides classes for 

computer skills, access to the internet, read-
ing challenges, story times, family history  

(continued overleaf) 
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Learn to Drive with  

Sally Moore 
 

Your local, friendly  

Instructor 
 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 

 

research and much more. Leaving the li-
brary in the existing building was consid-
ered too expensive, but discussions are on-
going about an alternative venue. The town 
council felt unable to make an actual com-
mitment without a firm proposal on the 
table but did resolve to support the continu-
ation of a library facility in Bentham and 
would be prepared to make a financial com-
mitment. This is work in progress for FoBL. 

The recent floods were discussed, with 
5th December seeing the Fire Service receive 
36 calls from the Bentham area in one hour. 
300 sandbags were used, without which the 
flooding in Wenning Avenue would have 
been much worse. If you want to return 
sandbags please contact Cllr Adams. 
Town Council  
Planning Matters 

Planning applications received 

1. Proposed kitchen and bedroom extension 

at Lingstead, 3 Springfield, High Bentham 

2. Replacement porches at 1 – 9 Collingwood 

Terrace, Mount Pleasant, High Bentham. 
Planning applications granted since last 
town council meeting 

1. Listed building consent for internal works 

to subdivide an existing church to provide 2 

dwellings at St Margaret’s Church, Station 

Road, High Bentham 

2. Two additional touring caravan pitches at 

Lowther Hill Caravan Park, Clapham Road, 

Bentham 

3. Outline application for the development 

of 4 dwelling houses, all matters reserved 

except access, on land at Greenfoot Lane, 

Low Bentham 
Planning applications refused since the last 
town council meeting 
1. Installation of a solar farm and associated 
infrastructure (with a potential capacity of 
3.8MW of electricity at its peak) Resubmis-
sion, on land at Ravensclose Brow, Low 
Bentham 
2. Interior subdivision of existing church 
into 2 dwellings, with additional drainage to 
septic tank at St Margaret’s Church, Station 
Road, High Bentham 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruposhi 
Fully Licensed, Indian Restaurant & Take-Away  

Wednesday Night Special 
Eat In  Five Course Meal £11.95 

Four Course Take Away  £9.00 

 Opening hours: 
  Sun-Thurs 5.30pm–11pm, Fri & Sat 5.30pm–

11.30pm  

Thank you to all our Customers 
Tel: 015242 63400      8 Main Street, Bentham, 

www.ruposhibentham.co.uk 

Want To Talk To Your MP? 
By Rowena Garton 
If you want to talk to your MP, Julian Smith, 
he’ll be holding surgeries at Bentham Town 
Hall and at the Victoria Hall in Settle on Fri-
day 29th January. These are his only surger-
ies in this area until mid-March, so if you 

want to make an appointment please con-
tact 01756-795898, or email jul-
ian.smith.mp@parliament.uk. 
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HARRINGTON CARPETS                                     
(Est  over 30 years) 

Local Supplier and Fitter                             
of Carpets and Vinyl. 

Quick, reliable service, free estimates and 
planning.  Very competitive prices.  Sample 

books delivered to your home for you to choose 
at your leisure and with no obligation to buy.  All 

budgets catered for.  

 
Contact John on 015242 61794 or mobile 

07756828141. 

MEL BOOTH 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

07825749631 
 

GENERAL HANDYMAN,  
GARDEN MAINTENANCE,   

GREAT RATES. 

 

TAI CHI QIGONG  
MAKES THE DIFFERENCE 

 

Problem with balance and joints? 
Want to feel more calm? 

 

Come to Sole to Soul 
Thursdays 11am -12.30pm 

 

See website for more information 
http://www.sole-to-soul.net/gigong.html 
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What No Cookery 
Page? 
Yes there is no cookery page this month, 
and we would like to take this opportunity 
to thank John-Francis Read, who until re-
cently was the owner and master chef ex-
traordinaire at Three Borders Pantry for 
writing such tempting, tantalising and 
informative recipes for 
BN for such a long time. 
He has moved on in his 
career and is now work-
ing with product devel-
opment in food manu-
facturing, tweeking ex-
isting as well as  new 
products in the sauces, 
dressings and marinade sector.   This is an 
interim position to get some more recent 
industry experience and a job nearer to 
home, alas. 

He is sadly missed by all those in our 

community who loved his food, his enthu-

siasm and his chat. 

Out of adversity comes opportunity, so 

here are a few questions for us all to pon-

der. Should BN have a Food/Cookery 

Page? If so, what form should it take? Who 

will write it? Should there be recipes or 

other food-related items? Would readers 

like to see their favourite recipes in print? 

Would cookery themes such as ‘Cooking 

For One” or ‘Cooking On A Budget’ be 

popular? 

Any thoughts, suggestions or offers will 

be gratefully received by Denise on 015242

-61515 or info@thebenthamnews.co.uk.  

Fruit & veg, wholefoods and eggs  
20% off cheese on Tuesdays 

Longley farm cream and yoghurts.  
English Lakes Ice cream  

Big range of Hawkshead Relish Jars 
Flowers, plants & gifts 

Tel: 015242 61904 

www.flowerfields.co.uk 
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High Bentham  
By Jill Noble 
It was a wild and wintery evening on 
3rd December when members of High 
Bentham WI braved the elements to 
join their friends for a Christmas meal. 
The Coach House Bentham welcomed 
our group into a warm and cosy dining room 
where the friendly staff served a delicious 
festive feast. Good food and good company, 
a combination that made for a very pleasant 
evening that was enjoyed by all. Sadly Father 
Christmas was otherwise engaged with his 
own celebrations, but our very own, colour-
ful president Sue Camacho, stepped into his 
boots and shared out presents. 

A happy new year to all our members and 
we look forward to meeting throughout 2016 
with new members and guests always wel-
come. We start the new year off on Thursday 
7th January at 7.30pm in the lower room of 
the Town Hall with something to brighten 
those dark evenings, “Colourful Cuba” with 
Cecile Nock. 

Low Bentham 
By Pam Warbrick 
The second half of November gave us inspi-
ration for Christmas catering when we visit-
ed Long Preston W.I.  They had invited Fed-
eration Chairman, Julie Clarke, and her side-
kick, Anne Harrison of Denman College, to 
give a festive food demonstration.  Stuffed 
partridges, salmon parcel, pasta primavera 
and mustard-glazed roots were put together 
amid their lively banter. Sweets such as Black 
Forest gateau, Bakewell tart and mango-and-
raspberry chocolate heaven completed the 
menu. The dishes were divided and raffled 
off, giving a dozen or so of us an added bo-
nus at the end of an entertaining afternoon. 

At the speaker’s meeting on November 
19th Major Watkins of the Salvation Army 
gave us a full account of his working life. 23 
years working for BT, then his calling, to-
gether with his wife, to train as an ordained 
minister and commissioned officer within 
their church. He said that the financial sacri-
fices they had made meant nothing when 
compared with the sense of fulfilment they 
had gained in their service. He told us about 
the Army’s many practical humanitarian 

projects over the years, from General 
Booth’s promotion of the safety match 
to stop workers in the match factories 
suffering from phosphorous poisoning 
to assisting alcoholics and the dispos-
sessed and, more recently, finding 
secure refuges for people who have 
been trafficked for slave labour and 

prostitution. 
At Burton-in-Lonsdale church on Decem-

ber 6th the theme of the group’s Christmas 
service was hopefulness. Our contribution 
was a reading by Jacqui van Ryssel of ‘A 
Letter from Egypt’ by Moira Andrew, an 
expression of Mary’s thankfulness as a home-
less refugee for the gifts she and her child 
had received and her consequent hope.  
Jacqui was prompted in her choice of reading 
this year by having seen the impromptu 
town of refugees’ shanties at Calais on a re-
cent Channel crossing. 

We would be very happy to welcome new 
members to our AGM on 21st January 2016, 
when a Jacob’s join supper will be provided 
by members of the committee.  If you are 
thinking of giving the W.I. a go, why not 
come along for a chat and a free supper? 

Tatham Fells 
By Mary Taylor 
Members of Tatham Fells Women’s Institute 
had a very enjoyable party at Bentham Golf 
Club on Tuesday evening, 8th December.  
We all raised our glasses in a toast to the late 
Eileen Dafforn, a valued WI member who 
died recently aged 95. Eileen was a founder 
member almost 40 years ago, a past president 
and a committee member for many years. 

President Margaret McIntosh presented 
the year’s competition prizes to Jenny Herd 
and to runners up Carole Butcher and Olive 
Beard and all exchanged Christmas gifts of a 
Christmas tree ornament. After dinner four 
teams, one for each table, all in the party spir-
it, tried to solve several competitions com-
piled by Brenda Burrow.  Following much 
good-humoured discussion and singing of 
Christmas carols to remember the second 
lines, Ann Dawson’s table won by a small 
margin. 
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Your Letters 
Dear Bentham News 

I would like to add a 
few details following Shirley Brown’s inter-
esting contribution (December issue p40) 
about the letters exchanged between the 
famous mountaineer George Mallory and 
Eleanor Marjorie Holmes, a teacher at Ben-
tham Council School. 

Somebody drew my attention to the Dai-
ly Telegraph article just after it was pub-
lished and I was  puzzled because I found it 
hard to believe that the Miss Holmes I have 
had described to me (the lady who features 
in the photograph), with the Miss Holmes 
described in the Telegraph article!  It just 
did not seem to fit! 

Nowadays schools are no longer re-
quired to keep a log book (a diary and rec-
ord of events occurring at a school) but the 
value of these records is demonstrated 
here. We are fortunate that all the log books 
for High Bentham School C.P. have been 
retained by the school. 

The log books show that in 1911 High 
Bentham Mixed Council School was divid-
ed into two departments.  There was an 
Infant department where Miss Mary 
Holmes was the Headteacher.  This was 
located in what we know today as the 
Town Library and there was a Junior De-
partment under the leadership of Charles 
Frederic Birchall in the other part of the 
school. 

Looking at the log books for that period 
it is a curious coincidence that there were 
two Miss Holmes working at the school. 
Mary Holmes served as an assistant teacher 
and later a much respected Headteacher of 
the infants department between 1901 and 
1929.  Eleanor Marjorie Holmes, the lady 
described in the Telegraph article, served as 
a probationary teacher from 3rd September 
1923 in the Junior department with Mr 
Birchall and terminated her contract on 3rd 
September 1924. 

Mallory died on Everest on either June 

8th or 9th 1924.  Did his death prove too 
much for her to bear and prompt her to 
leave her teaching post and look for a new 
life elsewhere? That’s another piece of re-
search for somebody. 

David Johnson, Low Bentham 

 

Dear Bentham News 

Metal Detectorist Needed! 
Is there anyone out there who could help us 
find a missing drain at Bentham Station?  
Following the BBC4 series ‘The Detector-
ists’, which has recently finished, it oc-
curred to us that, though it might not be as 
exciting as searching for a Viking hoard, 
maybe someone with a metal detector 
could help us out? If you think you might 
be able to help, please give us a call at Ben-
tham Station on 015242 98940 or e-mail me 
at linbarrington@live.co.uk  

Thank you 

Lin Barrington, Low Bentham 

Eleanor Marjorie Holmes 
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JONATHAN BUSS 
 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 
Middle Birks Barn, Keasden                    

Near Bentham 

All types of decorating undertaken 

Contact Jonathan on:- 

015242 51809 

Or 07956 582565  

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 
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Lancaster And Skipton Rail User Group 
(LASRUG) News—December 2015 Timetable 

By David Alder 

The Winter timetable came into force on Sunday 13 December and this will run until 14 
May 2016, by which time a new train operator should have taken over the running of the 
Northern rail franchise.  There are no changes to the times of trains on the Bentham line.  
For your convenience, departure details from Bentham station are given below:- 
 

Eastbound (to Skipton and Leeds): 

Mon-Fri: 07.37; 11.26; 14.18; 16.52; 19.53; 

Saturday: 08.52; 11.26; 14.18;17.09; 19.54; 

Sunday: 13.17; 15.20; 18.31; 20.30; 

Westbound (to Lancaster and Morecambe): 

Mon-Fri: 06.21; 09.34; 11.39; 14.40; 18.04; 

Saturday: 7.17; 09.39; 11.39; 15.13; 18.04; 

Sunday: 10.06; 12.18; 16.17; 18.42. 
Happy travelling in 2016! 
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Bentham News now has 16 pages of colour in 
which we can print colour photographs by 
local people of local events. So don’t forget to 
send them in and let us know what your 
club, team, or group is doing! Please email 
your stories and information to  
info@thebenthamnews.co.uk. 

Dear BN 
If you’d like to know why your Council Tax 
will increase in April, look no further than the 
lay-by on Dumb Tom’s Lane. 

The Bentham Volunteer Litter Gang had a 
Christmas lunch together to celebrate our 
achievements. (You’ll have seen our on-the-
job photographs published in several previ-
ous editions of BN).  Celebrate is the wrong 
word; the meal was rather to mark the fact 
that over time, we had collected and dis-
patched 100 sacks of litter, laboriously scav-
enged from the verges around our town. 

You may imagine our disgust at seeing 
that this lay-by, which we have cleaned up 
twice in recent years, has now become a 
small land-fill site, disfigured with old tyres, 
cement, tiles, broken paving slabs, a heap of 
soggy cardboard and sundry bits of plastic. 

We will of course take it upon ourselves to 
report it, and CDC will send a couple of men 
and a pick-up truck to clear it up, adding the 
bill to our collective council tax.  If you’re 
reading this, you’re almost certainly not 
guilty, but please note that fly-tipping and 
littering are criminal offences and so are pun-
ishable in the courts. 

Our thanks and appreciation to all the 
drivers who give us a toot as they pass us 
while we’re litter picking!  It’s very encourag-
ing, but let’s make it a new year resolution to 
Keep Bentham Tidy and so put us out of a 
job. 
Anthony Smith 
Brosnan Quiz 
By Helen Handford 
We would like to thank everyone for taking 
the time to enter our Brosnans Baubles and 
Bells Competition in December.  There were 
150 items in total in the 4 jars.  The lucky win-
ners with the nearest guesses were:- 
First Prize:  Simon Ward (149) 
Second Prize: Ian Sedgewick (142) 
Third Prize: Mavis Denby (160) 
Congratulations to the lucky winners of 
luxury chocolates from ‘Hotel Chocolat’ 
 
Star Quiz answers by Judith Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 I T F R A N C I S  1 S A N 

W R D H E A T H   2 E D A 

N L D O       3 R O A 

 I M O R E C A M B E 4 E R C 

 I E R H A R D Y   5 O L V 

N T U R N E R    6 T I A 

 I Y B R O N T E   7 E M L 

U A A S H L E Y   8 L A R 

S T A R  O F  B E T H L E H E M 
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Lest We Forget -  
Charley Gordon Eccles 
Word by Allan Hartley 

Research by Marilyn Hartley 
Charley was born at Lynwood in Lower Dar-
wen on 19th April 1888 the son of Richard [JP] 
and Jean Eccles. 

By 1901 the family had moved from Darwen 
to St Annes on the Sea which is where Charley 
started his education, first at Sandy Knoll Pri-
mary School in St Annes then making a natural 
progression to Rossall School 
[www.rossall.org.uk] in Fleetwood where, be-
ing a keen athlete, he played in the school foot-
ball and cricket teams, leaving the school in 
1907 and then finally completing his education 
at Kings College Worcester.  

After graduation he first worked at Lloyds 
Bank in Manchester, accepted for a job at 
Bhicampore in India where he worked for a 
couple of years 1910-12, for Mr Richardson on a 
sugar plantation. Charley did well in India and 
served as a volunteer in the Behar Light Horse. 
Charley then moved to the Malay States in 1913 
being employed as an Estate Manager on a rub-
ber plantation for Messrs Guthrie Company 
based in London. 

At the outbreak of the war Charley came 
home immediately to enlist, receiving a com-
mission with the Queens Own Royal West Kent 
Regiment on Boxing Day 26th December 1914. 
After Officer training he went out with his regi-
ment as part of the British Expeditionary Force 
in October 1915 with whom he served up to 
July 1916 leaving just in time’ before the on-
slaught of the Battle on the Somme began. Dur-
ing this period aviation was coming to the fore 
and Charley made a successful application to 
train as a pilot with the Royal Flying Corp at 
Netheravon and Upavon. 

Charley got his WINGS in December 1916 
and was immediately posted to France in Janu-
ary 1917, being on active service until April 
when he got some respite and managed to se-
cure some home leave1 before returning to 
France and the Front at the end of April.  

Being an experienced pilot2 he was trans-
ferred to the 41st Squadron and promoted to 
Flight Commander where he flew many dan-
gerous missions as a Scout Commander in sin-

gle seated aeroplane made almost entirely of 
wood and stretched canvas cloth. On the 
25th May flying another mission he was 
shot out of the sky by cannon fire from the 
ground receiving a direct hit falling out of 
control and crashing near the German 

Front Line. Charley did not survive. 

His commanding officer wrote “ Lieutenant 
Eccles was most splendid, NCO’s and men 
would do anything for him, he was immensely 
popular for the best reasons. He was a Flight 
Commander who was tremendously reliable. 
He was also not only a most efficient Officer, 
but a brave and gallant pilot. We have all lost a 
true friend.” Another wrote “Absolutely intrep-
id, he died a hero’s death”.  

Charley’s body was recovered and he is bur-
ied in Flanders at the Messines Ridge British 
Cemetery, Belgium, Grave II F.20. 

A memorial service was held in November at 
St Margaret’s Church High Bentham with the 
Rev G.C.H. Bartley officiating commenting that 
a finer young man you couldn’t wish to meet.   

Charley is commemorated on the memorial 
plaque on Station Road in the middle of the 
centre left hand column, the Roll of Honour at 
St Margaret’s Church and on the Worcester 
Kings College WWI Memorial, and the Worces-
ter Cathedral commemorative window. 

Charley was the 18th Bentham man to be killed, 
he was 29. 

Sadly we do not have a picture of Charley. 

1. The Craven Herald reported that Charley was on 
home leave at the end of February 1916 for two 
weeks at Chesham [Mount Pleasant] High Bentham. 
Given Charley’s career history and service overseas 
prior to the war we are not sure of what connection 
Charley had with Bentham as a whole. It is possible 
that his parents moved to Bentham whilst Charley 
was at Rossall School or maybe when Charley was 
overseas. Given the Eccles’ family history as mill 
owners we think Charley’s parents moved to Ben-
tham to work at the Wenning Mill High Bentham 
but we don’t know. What we do know is that 
Charley’s father was also in the army as Capt RH 
Eccles, also in the Queens Own Royal West Kent 
Regt up to the end of 1917 when his address is given 
as Melrose, Roxburghshire from where his mother 
originated. 

2, The expected length of service as a pilot flying 
continuous missions during the First World War 
was two weeks. 
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TAYLORS 
 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 

High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  

9.00am—5.00pm 

Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 

Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 

Mob: 07768 571407 
 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 

B & C. E. ARMSTRONG 
17 Main Street, Bentham, 64871 

www.bcearmstrong.co.uk 
Coal, Logs, Kindling,  

All sizes bottled Calor Gas 

Onion sets, veg and flower seeds in stock from 
mid January 

Layers pellets, mixed grain 

& various dog foods in stock 

Free local delivery 

 
 
Age Concern 

By Mary Brougham 

As I have just returned from a trip to Cyprus 
I don’t have as much Age Concern news as 
usual. 

We were all shocked at the sudden death 
of Mary West. She was a lovely lady, always 
ready with a story or two. Her funeral on 
20th November was very well attended and 
the collection for Age Concern totalled over 
£500, a large amount for which we are very 
grateful and that would have delighted 
Mary. 

Geoff Richardson, our local fire safety 
officer, gave us an interesting talk about the 
work of the fire service and how to keep 
ourselves safe in our own homes. He re-
minded us that the fire service provide free 
smoke alarms for anyone who wants one. 

There was also a trip to Barton Grange. 
Although it rained all day everyone thor-
oughly enjoyed themselves, the Christmas 
decorations were absolutely incredible and 
the wonderful cakes in the coffee shop went 
down pretty well too! 

We had some birthdays to celebrate in 
November. One was for Kath, who has lived 
in Bentham for 35 years and been married to 
Nigel for 43 years. She often travels to 
America to visit children and grandchildren.  
Another was for Nancy who settled in Ben-
tham 5 years ago after living all over Eng-
land, travelling where her husband, John’s 
work as a civil engineer took them. Nancy 
has worked both as an analytical chemist 
and a teacher. 

A sad event for me in November was that 
Suki, my daughter’s dog and my ‘little old 
lady’, died. So no more visits to see Clare at 
Café Culture.  Silly I know, but I really do 
miss her. But looking to the future, I sincere-
ly hope you all have a happy and prosper-
ous New Year. 

 

http://www.bcearmstrong.co.uk/
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Footpath Matters 

By Kate Rowe 

 

“January brings the snow, 

Makes our feet and fingers glow.” 

 
It is almost a year since I started 
using the monthly poems by 
Sarah Coleridge, which I learnt, at school. 
I’ve discovered more about her: she was 
the daughter of the poet Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge and was born at Greta Hall, Kes-
wick, in 1802, and would have been influ-
enced by family friend, William Words-
worth. I wonder how she would write the 
poem now? “Chill December” was not 
chilly, and instead of those lovely crisp, 
frosty mornings, rain and floods dominat-
ed. Some may disagree about climate 
change but the weather does seem to be 
changing. Will January “bring the snow” 
and what weather will we get for our 
walks? 

After the excesses of Christmas, why 
not make a New Year’s Resolution to walk 
regularly? New members are welcome to 
join our walks which all start from Lairgill 
at 9.30am. The first walk of 2016 is the In-
gleton Circular of 5.5 miles on Sunday 10th 
January is also a first for our group – cross-
ing the new footbridge, which has re-
placed the stepping-stones at Raygill. After 
that the exact route will depend on condi-
tions underfoot, but it could be muddy so 
poles are recommended. 

On Tuesday 19th there is an 8 mile walk 
at Gigglewick Scar. From the layby at the 
top of Buckhaw Brow we will over the 
Scars to the back of Giggleswick Quarry 
and on to Stackhouse. We join the Ribble 
Way to go north to Stainforth. From there 
we go past Smearsett Scar to Feizor and 
thence back to the top of Buckhaw Brow. 

The final walk is 7.5 miles Canal/Levens 
Park and is on Wednesday 27th. After tak-
ing the bus (remember your bus passes!) 

from Crooklands to Barrows 
Green, we cross the fields to-
wards Natland and join the 
dewatered Lancaster Canal at 
Larkrigg Hall Bridge and fol-
low the towpath through 
Sedgwick. We then turn right 
and cross the Kent at Sedg-
wick Bridge where the river 
goes through a narrow gorge 

and enter Levens Park by Copy Wood. 
Going through the park to the Hall and 
back to Hincaster Lane we should see the 
famed Bagot goats and the black Roe deer. 
After leaving the park we walk along the 
lane and rejoin the canal towpath just in 
time to view Hincaster Tunnel and pass 
over the lovely engineered horse track 
over the top of it. We return to Crooklands 
along the canal, and now there is water in 
it!  
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Bentham People page 
Charity Thanks 
Butterbergh Christmas Lights. 

We would like to thank everyone who 
braved the appalling weather for the 
“Butterbergh Lights Big Switch On”. We 
had a brilliant time, raising £106.24 for 
Goodenber Play Area. We would also like 
to thank our brilliant neighbours, who, 
every year, join in with our mad cap ide-
as!! A special big thanks to Ewan and Fa-
ther Christmas, who between them made 
the evening more eventful!! 
Viki & Paul 
Bentham Methodist Church thanks eve-
ryone who supported our Christmas Fair 
which raised £860, our best total to 
date.  Many thanks and kind regards, 
best wishes for A Happy New Year. 
The Bentham Line Dancers held their 
Christmas party with a Jacob’s Join at 
the Looking Well on December 10th. 
After we had all tucked into the lovely 
offerings we held a raffle and raised 
£21 to add to the “pot” for a charity (to 
be announced).  Everyone then danced 
the calories off! 
Thank you to all of you for my lovely 
flowers.  Your support and friendship is 
very much appreciated. 
Jenny Durrant 

Personal 
New Year Wishes 
Kay and Frank Piper wish all their friends 
in Bentham a “Happy, Healthy and Peace-
ful New Year.  God bless you all.” 

Rowena Brayshaw wishes to send all her 
friends and neighbours a happy and peace-
ful New Year 2016. 
Howard and Liz Matthew would like to 
thank all those people who offered help 
and support when their house was flooded 
on Saturday 5th December. In particular 
Councillor Gareth Adams, The Fire and 

Rescue Crews from Bentham and Ripon 
and Disaster Care Platinum. 

Coffee Morning We have been asked to 
help out and hold a coffee morning on Sat-
urday 9 January 10am-12noon due to a 
cancellation. Usual stalls—cakes, tombola, 
raffle. Happy New Year.  Also—we are 
holding a Jumble Sale on Saturday 27th 
February 12 –1pm in the Bentham Method-
ist Church Room and would be grateful for 
your jumble.  Many thanks 

Sarah Wallbank, Chair of The Friends of Tat-
ham Fells C of E Primary School 

BENTHAM MEDICAL PRACTICE 

RELIEF CLEANER REQUIRED 

TO HELP COVER ANNUAL/SICK LEAVE 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY  

FROM 6PM (1.5 -3 HOURS) 

FOR MORE DETAILS CONTACT 

JILL NOBLE 015242 61202 
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Your memories by Leah 
Video/Photo Preservation, 

Editing and Filming Service 
Please get in touch to discuss your  
requirements 
leah@memorabeleah.co.uk 

015242 62939 or  
07884208950  
 
www.memorabeleah.co.uk 

HORNBY DAY NURSERY 
 Fully qualified staff 

 7.30 to 6.30pm 

 Pre-school Nursery & Education Grant 

 Dedicated Baby & Toddler Facilities 

 Secure outdoor play area 
 

1 Station Road, Hornby.                               
Tel: 015242 22288 

E:info@hornbydaynursery.co.uk 

Choosing The 
Right Personal 
Trainer 

By Andy Mouncey from  

Fitness Fix in the  

icentre, Ingleton 07799 063115 
andy@bigandscaryrunning.com 

Window Shopping 

You only really get to know someone by 
spending time with them and you should 
do the same choosing a trainer. This is be-
cause your success will depend on how 
well you both get on as well as the technical 
skills and knowledge the trainer will bring 
to the party. These days you can do your 
homework on-line in advance but there is 
no substitute for getting up close and per-
sonal. E.g. can you meet them first without 
fee or obligation and do they take a class 
where you can go and see them at work?

Know (At Least Something) Of 
What You Want 

Relax - most folks don’t go into this with 
a full person specification for their trainer 
of choice but it helps to have at least some 
idea of what you’re after: male or female, 
younger or older, with family, into the lat-
est tech or more old school, someone who 
looks toned or are you not that bothered, 
someone who works out of a gym – or not? 

 

A Little Bit Like You 
It helps if they are a bit like you. 
Laugh at the same things you 
laugh at, think a bit like you and 
value similar stuff. Why? Be-
cause people like people who 
are (a bit) like them – and if you 
like each other there is more 
chance that the professional 

relationship will work. 

Get The Mountain To Come To 
Mohammed 

Some trainers won’t advertise widely 
because they don’t need to. So ask around, 
ask on-line, or even place your own 
‘Desperately Seeking…’ local advert. 

Qualification Is Something – 
But Not Everything 

Sure you want someone who is profes-
sionally qualified and insured, and you 
should ask to see evidence of this, but that’s 
only part of the story. The truly effective 
trainers will have honed their craft over 
years so they can do more with less and 
make it more interesting more often. 

Horse To Water 

Getting value from your trainer is in the 
end down to you. You should expect home-
work and you have to do it. You will spend 
most of your week without your trainer 
and it’s what you do when teacher is away 
that will make the most difference.  
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COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 

MOB 07765 882579 

New Show Secretary 
For Bentham  
Agricultural Society 
By John Dawson 
Bentham Agricultural Society held its AGM 
on November 26th in the Town Hall. It was 
well attended with all sections of the show 
being represented. We recorded our thanks 
to the auction mart for its generous hospi-
tality in allowing the show to use its facili-
ties and in helping to make the event suc-
cessful. 

This year has seen a few changes to the 
office holders with our long serving, and 
possibly long suffering, secretary Val Law-
son moving job to become our treasurer. 
We are very pleased that Val is continuing 
her association with the show in such an 
appropriate manner. Jillian Ashton has 
stepped down as treasurer after doing ster-
ling work for the last twelve years. During 
that time the show has gone through some 
difficult times and Jillian has helped enor-
mously by keeping an eye on the finances. 
She stays on the committee and looks for-
ward to continuing to help. John Dawson 
was again elected chairman, mostly be-
cause no one else wanted the job, and Rob-
ert Garth was elected vice chair. 

Our committee is very pleased to present 
our brand new secretary, Carolyne Lobb. 
She lives in Bentham and says this about 
herself: 

“After completing a qualification in Ru-
ral Business Administration at Myerscough 
College in 2009, I have spent the last 5 years 
working as a self employed agricultural 
secretary.  This involved book keeping, 
cattle passport and sheep tagging work, 
recording animal welfare data for Tesco 
milk supplies, recording health and medi-
cine records and assisting with farm policy 
such as Entry Level Stewardship and Single 
Farm Payment.  Having moved across the 
border to Yorkshire, I decided to find more 
local work and I now work at Watershed 

Mill in Settle and run my own dog walking 
and animal care business called ‘All My 
Animals’. I volunteered to take money at 
the gates at the recent show and heard that 
the show was looking for a new secre-
tary.  I thought it would be an interesting 
experience as the job is so varied. It would 
also be a way of getting to know local folk 
and it would still be a role that stayed with-
in the realms of farming. The idea of trying 
to improve the attendance numbers on the 
day of the show is also a challenge and one 
that I particularly welcome.“ 

The show committee welcomed Caroly-
ne. We know she has a hard act to follow 
but has set about it in the right manner and 
the meeting offered her their full support. 

Our annual coffee morning was held in 
the Town Hall on November 28th when 
over £300 was raised for our funds. Sincere 
thanks from the committee to all those who 
helped make it such a success. 

You may wish to note in your diary that 
this year’s quiz will be held on February 
5th in the Town Hall. This is a terrific com-
munity event and well worth supporting. It 
mostly involves eating, being entertained 
by our very own John Whitfield and an-
swering a few questions. 

mailto:leah@memorabeleah.co.uk
http://www.memorabeleah.co.uk
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Winter Collection Of 
Goods For Those Most 
In Need 
In Brad-
ford And 
Leeds 
By Maggie Bruno 

The Red Cross provides a Refugee Support 
Service Drop In at Bradford once a week, as 
part of its long tradition of providing prac-
tical and emotional support to vulnerable 
refugees and asylum seekers in the UK.   I 
visited this Drop In Centre in Bradford for 
the day to see for myself the needs of asy-
lum seekers and refugees, and met people 
from the Sudan, Eritrea, Ethiopia, and Zim-
babwe among others, and was able to see 
the advocacy work the Red Cross volun-
teers provide. I also saw the desperate 
plight of those relying solely on food and 
toiletry parcels and food vouchers as they 
fall into destitution while waiting for their 
claims to be heard, or fall between the 
Home Office support of £5 daily and being 
able to work or claim benefit when and if 
they are granted refugee status. All are vul-
nerable and traumatised, having fled perse-
cution, war and famine.  The Refugee Sup-
port Service provides them with short term 
emergency provisions – food vouchers, 
food parcels, toiletries and clothing; advice, 
advocacy and casework in the asylum ap-

plication process, and referral to other 
agencies and legal advice as appropriate; 
and helps them to adjust to a new life in the 
UK. Staffed almost completely by volun-
teers it is a lifesaving service and holds the 
thin line between survival and destitution 
for these people.  

At its meeting on 9th December, Ben-
tham’s Refugee Support Group decided to 
hold a collection of goods for this Red Cross 
work.   

Immediate needs are good quality  

 -  warm clothes, 

 -  blankets,  

 - hats, gloves, scarves,  

 - dried food items, tinned cans, 

 - sleeping bags. 

Please bring any of these to Bentham 
Methodist Church on Wednesday 13th Jan-
uary 2016 between 10am and 12noon  and 
also to the Victoria Institute, Low Bentham, 
at the same time, 10am-12noon and they 
will be taken straight to the Red Cross Cen-
tre. 

And look out in next month’s Bentham 
News for further information and events 
coming up about the refugee crisis. On 6th 
February we are holding a day of infor-
mation and discussion, and in March there 
will be a fund-raising evening of music and 
performance. If you would like to perform, 
or want any other information, please con-
tact us at  

benthamrefugeegroup@gmail.com. 
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Leonard Tyrer & Son Ltd 

Joiners 
Established 1954 

All types of joinery work undertaken 
 

Grove Hill, Station Road, Bentham 

Tel 015242 62333 

07780788339 

www.tyrersjoinery.co.uk 

 
 

Bentham 
Film Group 

By Stella Hall 

Our first film of the New Year to be shown 
in High Bentham Town Hall on Friday 15th 
January at 8pm will be A Little Chaos 
(2014, Cert R). 

Directed by, and starring, Alan Rickman, 
this romantic drama follows Sabine (Kate 
Winslet), a talented landscape designer, as 
she helps to build a project in the garden at 
the yet-to-be completed Palace of Versailles 
for the Sun King, Louis XIV. Having little 
time for the classical, ordered designs of the 
man who hires her, the famous architect 
Andre Le Notre, (Matthias Schoenaerts) she 
manages to overcome the challenges she 
meets. 

As usual, the film starts at 8pm and tick-
ets cost £5 on the door. 

 There will be a raffle and refreshments 
in the interval. 

 
TEMPTATIONS CRAFT BOUTIQUE 

31 Main Street, Bentham 
Tel: 015242 61868 

www.temptationsbentham.co.uk 
 

Wool Sale starts 4th January 
 

Classes will also start again 
Patchwork, Embroidery, Sewing 
Come along and learn a new skill 

http://www.temptationsbentham.co.uk/
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       Settle Chimney  

        Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  
Sweeping Service 
Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls,  

Carbon Monoxide Detetors 
Supplied & Fitted. 

National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683 - 
Mob. 07815 285321  

Craven Concerns 

By D.Cllr Linda Brockbank  

Cllr.LBrockbank@Cravendc.gov.uk 

Tel: 015242-61598 

Local Plan For New Homes 

CDC has agreed a target of 5,120 new 

homes across Craven between 2012 and 

2032. The majority of these will be concen-

trated in the three market towns of Skipton, 

Settle and Bentham, with Bentham having 

to accommodate 483 new homes over the 

next 17 years, at a preferred rate of 28 per 

year. 40% of houses on new developments 

over a certain size must be affordable. Cur-

rently there are 1,514 homes in the parishes 

of Low and High Bentham, and the actual 

sites and type of new houses has yet to be 

agreed. Consultants have produced a Stra-

tegic Housing Market Assessment which 

says that by 2032, even after building 154 

houses per year, Craven would experience 

a loss of 4,600 people aged 16-64 while at 

the same time having a dramatic increase 

of 7,500 people aged 65 and over. Such a 

loss of workforce would have a dramatic 

effect on business as employees would 

have to be recruited from further afield. 

CDC is required to plan for enough hous-

ing to support the district’s economic po-

tential and so will need to encourage more 

families into the area. 

Fly Tipping 

If you find some refuse that has been 

dumped, or spot someone fly-tipping, 

please note as many details as possible 

(location, vehicle registration, type of waste 

being tipped) and report it to CDC’s Envi-

ronmental Health team by calling 01756-

706255. 

 

Grants By Councillors 

CDC has approved a one-year pilot 

scheme, to begin in April 2016, to give each 

councillor a £1,000 budget to support pro-

jects run by community groups in their 

wards. At present the Community Grant 

Committee makes all such grant decisions. 

I will tell you more about how this will 

work nearer the time. 

 

REDHEADS COAL AND GAS 
 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 

All sizes of Bottled Gas delivered 
 

Kindling, Logs, Wood pellets, Prepacked fuel 

Compost and Gro-Bags 
 

We won’t be beaten on  

Price, Quality and Service 
 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

Tel: 015242 41626 
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Grasmere Drive, Bentham LA2 7JP 
Tel 015242 63067 or text 07973 481 461 

Audio Bentham News 

Do you have trouble reading the BN? 

We provide a FREE Audio CD service 

for those who have difficulty with the 

written word. Just call 015242 61515 

or email info@thebenthamnews with 

your name and address. 

Bentham Quakers 
By Joanna Dales 
Quakers are most easily defined by way of 
negatives: we have no ordained ministry, 
no creeds, no consecrated places of wor-
ship.  We do not use the symbolism of 
crosses or figurative art.  Our ‘meetings for 
worship’ use no set forms of words or visi-
ble sacrament.  These, the Quaker found-
ing fathers and mothers in the seventeenth 
century taught, are all shadows of the real-
ity that could only be found ‘within’.  So 
we worship in silence until such time as 
any one of us feels called upon to speak 
from that deep place ‘within’.  Many of our 
meetings are held in unbroken silence, 
although we enjoy a sociable time together 
afterwards! 

 George Fox and the early Quakers (or 
‘Friends’) were convinced that Christ had 
come again in their time, not in visible form, 
riding on the clouds, but within the hearts of 
men and women.  So Fox told the people to 
attend to the ‘Teacher within’.  When they 
began to question him or to hang on his 
words he left them, for fear they should be-
lieve him rather than their own inner prompt-
ings.  We have largely lost that apocalyptic 
sense, but we still hold to the belief that there 
is ‘that of God’ in every person, an ‘Inward 
Light’, which takes precedence over even the 
Bible and is a sufficient guide for living.  
Attention to this Light, we believe, leads to 
lives dedicated to the service of others, to 
social justice, to integrity, care for the envi-
ronment and to peace.   

 Quakerism is hard: none of us lives it to 
the full.  Many of us, moreover, have strong 
links with other churches or with other faiths: 
we do not think Quakers have a monopoly in 
truth and righteousness.  Yet we continue to 
be inspired by Quaker ideals and to find our-
selves strengthened by our utterly simple 
meetings for worship.  Come and join us 
some time at Calf Cop, between Low Ben-
tham and Burton, at 10.30 on a Sunday morn-
ing.     

 
 

All joinery work  
Undertaken 

 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 
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For Professional, Effective, Chartered 
Physiotherapy, including sports injuries, 

backs, necks and acupuncture.  
AXA, AVIVA, BUPA authorised clinic 

established 1998 

Phone 015242 62216 
www.benthamphysio.co.uk  

24 / 7   Locksmiths 
All Locks Opened        Lock Upgrades 

Insurance Work Undertaken    Keyed Alike 

Commercial Work       UPVC Door Specialist 

 New House—New Locks   
Free Lock / Security Review to comply with New  

Security Regulations 

Tel: 015242 41804  
Mob: 07801438638 

Email: mark970@mac.com 
 

24 hour callout 

Bentham Balti 
Indian Take Away 

Open 7 Days A Week. 

5pm – 11pm 

015242 62445 

www.benthambalti.co.uk 

 Quality Food, and Good  

        Service. 

 

Bentham Community  
Primary School 
By Catherine Boocock, Head Teacher 
Fund-raising: Our Christmas Bauble 
Lottery was a great success. Thanks to the 
Co-Op Bentham, Hairlines, Tim Wheildon, 
The Gallery, Farmstead, the Post Office, 
Blossom and Co., Toobys, Bentham Balti, B 
& CE Armstrong, Total Wellbeing, Naylor 
Myers, Morrisons and Asda in Kendal, Ben-
tham Golf Club, Pennine Outdoors and 
Pigtails for their kind prize donations. The 
Friends of Bentham School have also been 
busy raising all important funds by hosting 
an Early Years Christmas Disco, a Christ-
mas Quiz and ‘Bentham’s Bake Off’.  We 
are grateful to this group of volunteers for 
their continued dedication and support. 
Our Christmas Craft session proved as pop-
ular as ever with children creating some 
wonderful homemade festive gifts for their 
friends and family, including tablet cases 
and quirky Christmas pudding tree decora-
tions. 

Remembrance: We were honoured to be 
invited to take part in Bentham’s Remem-
brance Service on the 11th November.  Our 
Head Boy and Head Girl, Matthew and 

Louisa Hill, took great pride in laying a 
memorial wreath on behalf of the school in 
memory of all those lost and involved in 
wars. 

Hall for hire: Our school hall is still 
available for hire at very competitive rates, 
with concessions available for community 
activities, so if you are interested in hiring 
this facility please contact Sally in the 
school office on 015242 61412. 

Free Nursery Places: In January 2016 we 
are giving local parents a further oppor-
tunity to enrol their child at our free nurse-
ry, where sessions are currently held five 
days a week from 8.50am to 12noon. Expe-
rienced and friendly staff are happy to an-
swer any questions you may have about 
this provision, and show prospective par-
ents round the well-equipped, amazing 
classroom by prior arrangement.  
 Trips and swimming in 2016: We have 
lots of exciting visits and trips planned for 
the New Year, including a visit to the Hous-
es of Parliament and a residential to Mal-
ham and Bewerley Park. January will also 
see our year 6 children start their weekly 
swimming lessons at Settle Pool. 

Finally, may I take this opportunity to 
wish everyone a Happy New Year. 
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What Has Your Town Council Been Doing In 

December? 

By Cllr John Vendy on behalf of Bentham Town Council 

Buildings Committee: 
We discussed completed and outstanding works on the Town Hall and decided on the 

content of a risk assessment for the rescue of people stuck in the lift (in the unlikely event 

of a lift breakdown). We also prioritized decorating jobs and maintenance for the next 

year. Damp problems in the Town Hall and Community Youth Café building were dis-

cussed and we decided to get both assessed by an expert in the field. 

Extra Meeting: 
An extra meeting was held to discuss a planning application for a solar farm at Fountain 

Lot (junction of Dumb Tom's Lane and Bentham Road) and to consider NYCC's options 

for grass cutting around Bentham. We also considered ways to respond to CDC’s request 

for suggestions of designated green spaces for inclusion in the Local Plan. 

Low Bentham Old School Playing Field: 
Council are pleased to announce the completion of the purchase of the Low Bentham 

school playing field (not the building) from NYCC and a new fence is already in place on 

the boundary. We have a fund to install play equipment on the site, and aim to consult 

with residents on the type and style of equipment to be used. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CRIME INCIDENT 

Between 17:00hrs Sunday 20th December and 09:00hrs on Monday 21st De-

cember 2015 graffiti was sprayed on the front door of a house on WENNING 

AVENUE. Offensive images and the letters ‘BTS’ and ‘YA’ were sprayed on 

the door in gold spray paint. The victim heard noises at around 02:00hrs but 

nothing was seen.  Anyone with information regarding this incident is 

asked to contact North Yorkshire Police on telephone number ‘101’ or Crime 

Stoppers 0800 555111 quoting crime reference 12150225863. 

http://www.benthamphysio.co.uk


20  

 

54 years experience 

Library News 
By John Frankland 

Computer problems? Help is 
at hand! 

Have you been bought a laptop, tablet or 
smartphone for Christmas by a well-
meaning friend or relative? Have you 
switched it on since Boxing Day? Are you 
ready to chuck it in the bin?  

If this sounds like you, then come along 
to Bentham Library’s Computer Club 
where library staff and volunteers from 
Friends of Bentham Library (FoBL) can 
offer practical advice on using your new 
device, and contacting friends and family, 
staying safe, shopping online or browsing 
the web without any confusing jargon.  

The Computer Club is a free, friendly, 
and a great way to build your confidence in 
using the internet. It meets on the last 
Thursday of every month - No need to 
book – just drop-in; everyone is welcome.  
The next event will be on Thursday 28th 
January 2 – 4 pm.  

Reading Group 
Did you know that Bentham Library has 

a thriving reading group? It usually meets 
on the second Tuesday of each month at 2 
pm. We cover a wide range of authors and 
talk about new and old books. The next 
meeting is on 12th January  where the 
group will be discussing The Hundred-
Year-Old Man who Climbed out of the 

Window and Disappeared by Jonas Jonas-
son. If you would like to read the book in 
advance just come along to the library with 
your card and ask a member of staff for the 
latest book group book.  

Story and Rhyme time 

StoryTimes sessions for Under-5s, led by 
volunteer Lydia Bennett, will continue to 
take place weekly in term time and will 
resume on from Monday 11th January 2.30 
– 3 pm and include rhymes and singing as 
well as stories. These sessions are complete-
ly FREE, and all are welcome. 

Library Opening Times 
Monday 2.30pm—7pm 

Wednesday 10am—4pm 

Friday 2.30pm—5.30pm 

Saturday 10am—12noon 

 

Please contact John Frankland at Skipton 
Library 01609 534547. 
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Leading law firm, Oglethorpe,                       

Sturton & Gillibrand                                   

offer the full range of traditional legal 

services at the                                                

Kirkby Lonsdale Office. 

 

For your first point of contact speak to  

Sarah Miller or David Park. 

17 Main Street, Kirkby Lonsdale, LA6 2AQ       

info@osg.co.uk  

Ewecross Historical  

Society 
By Mary Taylor 

Bill Walker gave an absorbing and en-
lightening illustrated lecture on Waterloo 
Churches to the Ewecross Historical Socie-
ty in Bentham Methodist Church on Mon-
day 30th November. He said that following 
the final defeat of Napoleon at Waterloo in 
1815, in a great surge of gratitude and eu-
phoria, several rich and influential men 
instigated the building of 612 new church-
es.  All Anglican, these were also called 
Commissioners Churches, many built with 
grants from the Government to the new 
Church Building Commission.  

Mr Walker showed examples of these 
churches, the nearest being St Georges, 
Kendal, although most were from Lanca-
shire south of the Ribble.  All the new 
churches had to look like an Anglican 
Church and had to measure 99 feet from 
the reading desk, also used as a pulpit, to 
the back pew, so that the entire congrega-
tion could hear the service. 

This outbreak of building gave opportu-
nities for new and local architects and 
builders, as the top architects were too 
expensive. One of these new architects 
who built several churches was Thomas 
Rickman. The enthusiasm of these influen-
tial men proved a success as congregations 
filled the new churches and some are still 
flourishing today. 

Chairman Sir John Kerr thanked the 
speaker who answered many questions. 
Andrew Jotischky will speak in January on 
Pilgrims to the Holy Land in the Middle 
Ages.    



24  

 

Bygone Bentham 

By Bernard Townson 

Continued from last month. 
In the early 50’s the double fronted building 
now housing Bentham Imaging, was, on the 
left looking at it Fisher’s outfitters, and on the 
right Norman Slinger’s Greengrocers. Up-
stairs was the Library. At that time, Edward 
Wrathall had his Corn Merchant’s business, 
accessed through the huge double doors to the 
right of Slingers. At some point in the 50’s he 
decided part time to operate as a greengrocer 
in competition with Slinger’s next door. He 
erected a stall on the cobbled floor, probably 
some 20 feet inside the double doors, and 
piled it high and sold it cheap, well not so 
cheap. 

We had two bakeries, the oldest being that 
on the corner down Station Road, owned by 
Peggy Reid, and later Marion Crawley, which 
was also a café. The other was Bernard Bar-
wise’s. The baker at Crawleys was John Alan 
someone, I think either Foster or Robinson. He 
lived in Cleveland Square, where Swifty also 
lived. Who remembers Swifty, and his daugh-
ter Nellie Luke? She had one of the two dance 
schools in Bentham, the other run by Babs 
Jackson with her daughter Barbara. Then for 
additional entertainment were Reg and Kathie 
Ward. How many Ben-
thamers and people from 
the neighbouring towns 
and villages danced to their 
music on a Friday or Satur-
day night?  Kathie played 
the piano and Reg the 
drums, and the dances at 
which they played were always well attended. 
The article mentions the fair and circus with 
Bentham Show, don’t forget the Show Dance 
at night in the Town Hall, with tea, coffee, 
cakes, sandwiches etc to eat in the Lower 
Hall!! It seemed all dances in those days had 
refreshments. Both the Brown Cow and Royal 
Oak also had superb dance floors where many 
social events took place. 

Don’t forget also when remembering the 
stalls that came on a Wednesday to line the 
Main Street that one of those, up by the en-
trance to the Auction Mart was, yes, Reg 

Ward with the Lakeland Laundry’s trailer. 
Reg could also be seen on many a sunny sum-
mer Sunday afternoon selling ice cream from 
his van. All this in addition to his sweet shop!! 

What about Hainsworth’s Garage, where 
Spar is now, with the big red fire engine there 
ready to go out when the alarm sounded?  It 
didn’t have far to go when Leslie Reid’s shop, 
burned down!! Who remembers Leslie Reid’s 
old wooden shop next door to Kidds/Flemings 
Butchers, which burned down?  He then 
moved across the road next to the Conserva-
tive Club. 

Whatever happened to the old Hardcourt 
Tennis club, behind Goodenber Crescent? I 
remember learning to play Tennis there before 
taking up golf. There was also a private grass 
court down at the Doctors in the field between 
the access road to the doctors and the railway 
line. Golf, who remembers the “Holy four”? 
Mr & Mrs McGregor Wood, Mollie Thomp-
son, and Jimmy Jackson, the Monumental 
Mason, played every Sunday, rain, hail, snow;  
whatever the conditions,  at 1 o’clock. In the 
school holidays I would play during the week 
with Mr McGregor Wood, and he would have 
just one club; whichever club he had not used 
on the Sunday, or had used the least he would 
play the whole round with that club. Bearing 
in mind we had no sand bunkers in those 
days, and he would also putt with that club. 

These are just a few of the memories of 
Bentham and a few of the shops that come 
flooding back. I left to go to work in London 
in 1965, just before my parents moved to Ban-
bury, where my father, who had been NFU 
Secretary for Bentham Settle and Hellifield, 
including Gisburn,  took up the post of NFU 
Secretary in Banbury. Sadly he died less than 
four years after moving there, and my mother 
eventually moved back to the family home at 
Crosslands to look after her brother Max Gar-
lick, with whom she lived for over 30 years. It 
was on 1st November this year that we in-
terred her ashes into the family grave at St 
Margaret’s Church, High Bentham, with a 
memorial plaque to her and Harry. 

Perhaps another time, I can reminisce about the 
railway, the river, the quarry and the green fields; 
and who remembers Polly Clarke?  
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Events in January 
Town Hall Codes: TB Ballroom LH Lower 
Hall WR Wenningdale Room 
Fri  1st  Town Hall 9:30-11am, Little Stars 
 Toddler Group. And every Fri. TB. 

Mon 4th  Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  

 Office Open. And every Mon. 

 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link Café. 
 And every Mon. 

 6:15-7:30pm, Tai Chi. And 11th. 

 Town Hall, 9:30-11am, Zanna’s Adult 
 Ballet. And every Mon. LH. 

 1-4pm, Indoor bowls, All welcome.  
 For details ring Sue Park 62099.  And 
 every Mon.  TB. 

 1-3pm, N Y Horizons.  And every Mon. 
 WR. 

 7-8pm, Boxercise. And  every Mon. TB 

 8.15-9.15pm, Boxercise. And every
 Mon. TB. 

 7.30pm  Full Town Council Meeting 
 LH   

Tues 5th  Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, 
 Office Open. And every Tues. 

 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And  every Tues. 

 Looking Well, 9:15am, for 9:30am   

 start, Light leg stretchers walking 
 group.  

 10:30am-12:45pm,Community  Tues
 day—coffee, newspapers and  

 chat. And every Tues. 

 11:30am-1pm, Creative Writing  
 Group. And every Tues. 

 12:45-1:30pm, Community Shared 

  Lunch. Home-made soup and  bread. 
 And every Tues. 

 Town Hall, 10-11am, Mature  

 movers.  And every Tues. LH. 

 10am-12noon, Craft Club. And  

 every Tues. WR. 

 7-8pm, Aerobics.  And every Tues.  
 TB. 

Wed 6th  Victoria Inst., 10am- 

  12 noon, Post Office Services. And 

  every Wed. 

 11:30am-2:15pm, Community Link 

  Café. And every Wed. 

 3.45-8.30pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Wed. 

 Looking Well, 2-4pm, Art for All. 
 Art Group. And every Wed.  

 8-9.30pm, Singing for All.  And 20th. 

 Methodist Church,  
 10-11:30am, Coffee Morning.   

 Donations to local charities. And 
 every Wed.  

 Bentham Medical Practice, CAB,  

 1-3pm. And 20th. 

Thu 7th Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, 
 Bat ‘N’ Chat. And every Thur. 

 1.30-3pm, Piper’s Painters.  `And 
 every Thur. 

 4-8pm, Helen Howard School  of 
 Dance.  And every Thur.  

 Looking Well, 2-4pm, Art Shed, Com
 munity Art. And every Thur.  

 7.30-9pm, Bentham  Line Dancers.  
 And every Thur. 

 Town Hall, 9.30-10.30am, Pilates.   
 And every Thur.  LH. 

 7-8pm, Boxercise. And  every Thur. TB. 

 Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm, Wel
 come-In. Dominoes and tea for all ages,  
 transport contact Anthony 63156. 

Fri 8th  Victoria Inst. 10am- 12noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Fri.  

 3.45-7pm, Helen  Howard  School 
 of Dance.  And every  Fri.  

 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. And every Fri. Exercise. 

Sat 9th Town Hall, 10am—12 noon, 

 Tatham School Coffee Morning. 
 TB. 

 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Book 
 swap.  And every 2nd Sat. 

Sun 10th  Bentham Footpath Group,  

 Ingleton Circular, 5.5 miles, Leader 
 Kate Rowe, 51402.  Meet Lairgill 
 9.30 am.  See page 30. 

Mon 11th  Lairgill Car Park, 9:30am 
 (meet  9:15am), Walks for Women. 
 And every Mon. 

  Looking Well, Making Art.  Ring 
 62672 for details. For those with 
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 memory loss and their carers.  And 
 every Mon. 

 Bentham Methodist Church Hall, 10-
 11:30am, Toddle-in for parents and 
 carers with children 0-4.  Also 14th 
 and 21st. 

 3.45-4.45pm, Adventurers, for children 
 aged 4-6 years. And every Mon in 
 term time. 

 6.15-7.30pm, Springboard, for children 
 aged 7-11 years.  And every Mon in 
 term time. 

   Bentham Library Story time for under 
 5s.  And every Mon. See Page 20. 

 Town Hall,  7.30 pm, Finance Com
 mittee Meeting (to be confirmed) LH. 

Tue 12th  Methodist Church, 2.15pm,  
 Monthly  Bright Hour. 

 Bentham Library Reading Group, 
 2pm.  See page 20 
Wed 13th Ingleton Community Centre,   
 10am-12noon, CAB.  And 27th. 

 Methodist Church and Victoria Insti
 tute, Low Bentham, 10am-12noon, 
 Collection for the Refugees. See page 
 28 

Fri 15th  Lairgill, 8.30-11am, waste paper 
 collection in aid of NSPCC. 

 Looking Well, 10.30-1pm, Art  Skills 
 Development. For details ring  62672. 
 And every Friday. 

 Methodist Church Hall, 6-7pm, Yoga. 
 And every Fri.  

 Masonic Lodge, 10am –2.30pm,  Age 
 Concern.  Flax Mills of Bentham , 
 Annie Neligan. 

 Town Hall, 11am-12:30pm Craven 
 Customer Services. LH. 

 8pm, Film Group, A Little Chaos, see 
 page 17. 

BENTHAM NEWS DEADLINE 

Sat 16th Town Hall,  10am-12noon,  

 Christian Aid Coffee Morning. 
 TB. 

Mon 18th  Town Hall, 7.30pm, Town 
 Council Precept Meeting, LH. 

Tue 19th  Bentham Primary School Hall, 6-
 7pm, Yoga.  And every Tues. 

 Bentham Footpath Group,  

 Giggleswick Scar, 8 miles, Leaders 
 Vicky and Graham Cooper,  62535.  
 Meet Lairgill 9.30am.   See page  30. 

Fri 22nd  Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, 
 Age Concern.  Favourite Poems -  

 Dorothy Stubbs 

Sat 23rd  Town Hall, 10am- 12noon, 
 FOBS Coffee Morning, TB. 

Sun 24th  St Boniface’s, 6.30 pm,  Chris
 tian Unity Celebration at St Boni
 face’s. 

Wed 27th   Bentham Footpath group, 
 Canal/Levens Park, 7.5 miles, Leaders 
 Sue and Ed Badley, 62502.  Meet Lair
 gill 9.30am 

Thu 28th  Bentham Library,  2pm,  

 Computer Club. (see page 20) 

Fri 29th  Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30 
 pm, Age Concern.  Quiz.                       

 Town Hall,  Clerks office, 2-3pm, 
 MP  Surgery.                              

Sat 30th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, 
 Community Link Café Coffee Morning. 

 Methodist Church, 7.30pm, Kingdom 
 Bound Gospel Trio. 
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