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 Izzy Carr Chosen To Advertise International 
Photographic Competition 

By Shirley Brown 

This photo, taken by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging in 2015, will be used on posters 
advertising The Fremantle International Portrait Competition. This is the biggest photo-
graphic competition to be held in 2017 and will be part of the City of Fremantle Festival 
(www.fipp2017.org). Fremantle is a major city in Western Australia and serves as the 
port for Perth. It is hosting this prestigious international competition, only held every 
two years, and our Izzy’s portrait will be to the forefront and viewed by many                  
thousands of people. Izzy Carr, of Lowther Hill farm and Caravan Park is a well-known 
and much-loved character in Bentham and Jon’s stunning photo of Izzy and hens on 
home territory is a credit to them both.  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

TWO NEW 

BENTHAM 

BUSINESSES 
 

Photos by Jon Brook of 

Bentham Imaging show 

Sarah, Roy and Jorja of 

Bentham Chippy and 

left, Kirsty of Angus 

Depot. Read about these 

exciting additions to 

Bentham’s Main Street 

on pages 5 and 7. 
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News From The Station 
By Gerald Townson, Chairman, Friends of Bentham Station 

9th September 2016 sees the fifth anniversary of the formation of 
Friends of Bentham Station, (FOBS).  During this time a great deal 
has happened to improve our community station. 

As well as our anniversary celebrations on 9th September, we 
will be hosting the second part of our twinning ceremony with 
Mytholmroyd Station Partnership from the Calder Valley. Both 
station groups are widely recognised in the world of community 
rail for their positive and wide-ranging work to bring all elements 
of their communities ‘closer’ to the railway and vice versa. The 
twinning enables the groups to share ideas and develop joint                
initiatives, and also supports other stations along our two lines.  

It is now over a year since FOBS initiated the successful                   
photographic event ‘A Day in the Life of Bentham’. Almost five hundred of you visited the 

exhibition of the ‘Final Forty’ at Bentham Imaging or                
Bentham station and cast your vote in the People’s Choice 
category. The photographs were used to create books, as a 
permanent record of the 
event, and the displayed 
images turned into a             
travelling exhibition, to 
encourage other communi-
ties to record a moment in 
their history. The exhibition 

moves to the Department for Transport in London in the 
last week of September, when it will form part of the           
annual Community Rail Market Place event and will be 
seen by MPs, civil servants and guests from across the rail 
industry. 

Those of you who have visited the station recently may 
well have noticed the new display panel on the footbridge 
which marks this colourful event. Work is already in 
hand to create a contrasting panel of photographs of 
‘Bygone Bentham’ for the footbridge pillar on the                   
opposite platform. 

Bentham station truly moved into the 21st century this 
March, with the introduction of digital customer infor-
mation screens at the western end of both platforms. 
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Bentham News Is Thirty! 
By Shirley Brown 

The October edition of Bentham News will 
be our 360th. That means we will have been 
publishing BN monthly for 30 years, which 
feels like something we should mark in 
some way.  

So far we have two ideas: one is to             
include in the October edition anything          
anyone wants to send in with their 
thoughts, memories, criticisms, outstanding 
moments, terrible gaffs, whatever, of BN 
over the years. We have done well, but 
we’ve also made mistakes, so this could be 
your chance to tell us! 

The other is to have a tea party one             
Saturday in November, to share a                    
celebration with any or all of those who 
have helped to put together, distribute, 
write for or coordinate BN at any time           
during its 30 year history.  We will provide 
some excellent and tasty food and drink, 
and maybe even some light entertainment. 
Date to be announced! 

The PuncThe Punch Bowlh Bo 

Low Bentham 
 

Real Fire Real Food Real Ale 
 

Dishes made from fresh produce, locally sourced 
 

Dogs & Muddy Boots welcome 
 

Open all day from noon Tues –Sun 
 

Food served Tues-Sat 12-2 & 6-8.30 

Sunday -Traditional Roasts & full menu served 

all day to 8.30pm 
 

  Booking not essential but advisable 
at peak holiday times 

Tel 015242 61344 

 

 

 

 

 
 

www.thepunchbowlbentham.co.uk 
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Bentham Area Refugee 
Support Group 
By Maggie Bruno 015242 61616  

Email:davidmaggiebruno@gmail.com 

After a summer of local fundraising, plans 
are now well in hand for the Refugee              
Hosting Weekend on 7-9 October 2016. We 
have a full and varied programme of               
activities which have been generously 
offered by local people, and all are welcome 
to join in the Ceilidh in Burton Village Hall 
on Saturday evening to meet our guests and 
have fun. Contributions to the Jacobs Join 
will be very welcome.  The Refugees and 
Asylum    Seekers will all be service users of 
the Red Cross Destitution Drop In Centre in                
Bradford where I currently volunteer as a 
caseworker on a weekly basis. All have           
stories - persecution, fear, warfare - which 
have prompted them to leave their families 
and flee their countries to seek refuge in the 
UK, and there will be an opportunity to hear 
some of these, and to pray for them and 
those left behind, for peace and an ending to 
conflict, on Sunday morning. All are                
welcome.   

 A little further afield, Skipton has now 
received 2 Syrian Refugee families who are 
being well supported by the Skipton Refu-
gee Support Group, and Lancaster has had 
20 men for some time and is now expecting 
another group. Although accommodation 
was provided for the Lancaster group, very 
little else was put in place, so the Lancaster 
City of Sanctuary volunteer group has been 

crucial in befriending, setting up a drop in 
and English classes, and helping the                 
refugees  to find their way in a new country 
and system.  

Despite this however, the UK govern-
ment is falling short of its target of resettling 
5,000 refugees a year under the Vulnerable 
Persons Scheme. Only 1,602 Syrian refugees 
have so far been resettled since September 
2015.  ‘Positive Action in Housing’ has a 
petition " UK Government: Let UK citizens 
take Syrian refugees into their homes under 
the VPR Scheme” and wanted to see if you 
could help by adding your name.  You can 
read more and sign the petition here: 

https://www.change.org/p/calling-on-
theresa-may-and-the-uk-… 

Refugee hosting schemes can provide a 
significant resource in addressing the              
resettlement of Syrian refugees, and also of 
unaccompanied child refugees. Shockingly, 
Europol says more than 10,000                          
unaccompanied refugee children have            
disappeared in Europe during the past 2 
years; and there are 3,000 unaccompanied 
child refugees already in Europe. Positive 
Action in Housing's Room for Refugees 
Scheme has 3,500 fully registered hosts all 
over the UK. They are willing to resettle 
refugees in their own homes and provide 
pastoral support. Many hundreds of hosts, 
including many registered foster carers, 
have expressed a willingness to give a home 
to unaccompanied minors.  

Might you too be willing to help a refugee 
child like this, or support others to do so?  

Your Advert In Colour 

From just £20, why not 

make your advert stand 

out? 
Email  

ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 

for more information  
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Affectionately known as Kath and Kitty by those volunteering at the station, they have 
proved to be a huge success with passengers, providing ‘real-time’ train running                     
information and also showing BBC News and weather feeds,             
together with rail operation updates and promotions. Our 
previous franchise operator, Northern Rail, chose to site the 
screens at Bentham as a ‘thank you’ for all the good work 
done by FOBS and their supporters. 

It is impossible to mention everything that has happened at 
the station over the last five years but these are just a few: the 
securing of the use of the station building for the Community 
Rail Partnership, FOBS and local groups who now make use 
of the classroom and meeting facilities, including Bentham 
News and the Extra Care Group; greener gardening facilities 
have been introduced across the station with rain water             
collection and composting facilities;  CCTV has been installed, 
covering the whole station; greatly enhanced planting has 
been introduced, with sponsored planters and extensive             
borders filled with donated plants; the south embankment has 
been rejuvenated with insect habitats and a suite of bird                
boxes. In the future FOBS would like to see the continued 
growth of Bentham Station, both in respect of passenger use 
and building use. 

With major positive timetable changes in December 2017 and improved station                
facilities, we all need to think about making good use of the greener option of travel by rail. 

In December 2017, the number of trains in each direction Monday to Saturday will          
increase from 5 to 8. There will be commuting/education services to and from Skipton, 
Keighley, Leeds, Lancaster and Morecambe and there will be earlier and much later services 
in both directions too. The tea-time service will leave Leeds after 17.00 and there will be an 
evening service from Leeds after 19.15.  The last east-bound service will leave Lancaster 

after 21.15. It will be up to us all to get out there 
and use the new services and secure a brighter 
future for Bentham and the Bentham line. 

       We can’t thank enough all the FOBS                
volunteers and members of Bloomin’ Bentham 
and We Are Bentham for the vast amount of 
time they have devoted to the development and 
upkeep of the statiobn. The support of           
everyone who has helped in any way at the            
station over the past five years is greatly                   
appreciated.  
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The Yorkshire Dales Get Bigger 
By Ros Lloyd 
On 1 August 2016, appropriately 
enough Yorkshire Day, the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park 
grew by 24% and is a now an 
impressive 841 square miles in 
total.  Together with the Lake 
District National Park, which 
has also seen a slight increase in 
size, the region is now the             
largest area of national park in 
England. 

Although most of the             
Yorkshire Dales are in                
Yorkshire, 28% of its land is 
now in Cumbria and 1% in 
Lancashire. The new areas 
include Great Asby Scar, the 
northern Howgill Fells, Wild 
Boar Fell and Mallerstang to the north and the fells of Casterton, Middleton, Barbon 
and Leck and the River Lune and Devil’s Bridge to the west.    

The proposal to extend the two National 
Parks was first suggested in 2009 and a 
public enquiry started in 2013. There were 
more than 3,000 objections and                    
representations but the extension was 
finally approved.  It is hoped that the new 
designation will bring a significant boost 
to rural tourism and will add millions to 
the local economy. 

 

Photograph and map showing the Yorkshire 
Dales National Park extension as of August 
courtesy of the Yorkshire Dales National Park 
website. 
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Bentham Community 
Choir 
By David Burbidge 

The choir has been running throughout the 
year but is now enjoying a break over the 
summer holidays.  

We meet on alternate Wednesday              
evenings in the Looking Well Studios and 
sing a range of songs from across the British 
Isles and abroad. Although the words are 
displayed, the songs with harmonies are all 
taught by ear so for singers who don't read 
music there is no problem, and we start 
with some warm up exercises to prepare 
the body and voice and singing.  

Our songs this term have included Ewan 
McColl's farewell to the mountains which 
he loved, The Joy of Living; an arrangement 
of Alfred Lord Tennyson's poem, Crossing 
the Bar "Sunset and evening star, and one 
clear call for me, and may there be no 
moaning of the bar when I put out to sea;" 
songs from South Africa including Siya 
Hamba and Sisi sisi; Woody Guthrie's This 
Land in Your Land; and Beethoven's Ode to 
Joy.  

We're taking a break for the rest of the 
summer, but will start again on Wednesday 
21st September at 8pm in the King Street 
Studios. Everyone is welcome to join us - 
we don't have auditions. You can find out 
more by ringing me, David Burbidge on 
015396 21166 or visiting our website 
www.lakelandvoice.co.uk   

 

Bentham Line Closed 
For Engineering Works 
Monday 26th -Friday 30th  September 
By Gerald Townson 

Network Rail have indicated that they will 
be undertaking essential bridge and tunnel 
maintenance works during the above dates. 
There will be a coach replacement service 
throughout that week between Skipton and 
Morecambe, in both directions, calling at all 
stations. Coaches will leave from Bentham 
Station entrance. The stop is clearly indicat-
ed next to the town map. 

Coaches for Skipton will leave Bentham 
at:  07.00, 10.50, 14.39, 16.20, 19.20, 20.25. 

Coaches will leave Skipton for Bentham 
at:  05.00, 05.45, 09.00, 10.50, 14.05, 17.30. 

Coaches for Lancaster will leave                
Bentham at:  06.08, 06.53, 10.08, 11.58, 15.13, 
18.38. 

Coaches will leave Lancaster for                 
Bentham at:  06.15, 10.05, 13.54, 15.35, 18.35, 
19.40. 

Change at Skipton for train services to 
Leeds. 
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A Warm  
Welcome To  

‘The Angus Depot’ 
By Shirley Brown  

In recent years Number 1 Grove 
Cottage, 44 Main Street, High           
Bentham has been ‘Hazel’s’, a 
clothes and alterations shop, ‘Body 
Talk’ a massage and sports injury 
centre with sunbed and sauna, for 
10 years ‘Slipped Disc’ renting 
DVDs and games, and most             
recently J&L Chappell’s newsagents. For a while the shop has stood empty, and no one 
likes to see empty shops so when the renovation work started and it was transformed into 
The Angus Depot, it was good news.  

But what is The Angus Depot? I recently met the owner, Kirsty Anderson and her           
partner Jonny Harrison to find out. The name is intriguing, and has been chosen because it 
makes links with the locality, Jonny has worked at Angus Fire in the past and handyman 
that he is has even made a lamp out of an old Angus fire extinguisher! They have used 
modern industrial décor for the interior, so the Depot part of the name makes sense. 

And what brings this hard-working, enterprising couple to Bentham? Jonny comes 
from Settle and Kirsty from the Scottish borders. Her grandmother taught her how to 
cook, and she has always loved cooking. Whether a child at home, or a student at Univer-
sity, she has enjoyed cooking for people. Although she trained as an accountant, when she 
travelled and found herself in New Zealand for 6 years, she set up a successful catering 
company. Back in Britain she worked for a while at Plato’s in Kirkby Lonsdale, both front 
of house and as a chef – she says that many Bentham people recognise her from her time 
there. The couple moved to Low Bentham in February 2016 and Kirsty actively started 
looking to run her own business. 

She thinks that what she’s doing at The Angus Depot is filling a gap in the market. She 
opens for 4 nights in the week (Thursdays to Sundays) to serve ‘Grazing Boards’ or 
platters of food to share. She makes everything from scratch and uses local suppliers 
whenever possible (Barwise’s Bakery, Fleming’s Butcher and the Wednesday Fish Stall so 
far). There are also daily special Tapas dishes, a range of bottled beers and international 
wines and soft drinks to choose from, and each week a different cocktail (raspberry             
mojitos when I was there). She could cater for private functions from Sundays to                 
Wednesdays. She prides herself that no one goes home hungry, and when they’ve tasted 
something a bit different they are converts! Here’s a sample dish from each of the different 
platters: caramelised red onion spring rolls, spicy Thai fish cakes, whole baked garlic and 
basil camembert, butternut squash and spinach lentil dahl or parmesan fries? Then sticky 
toffee trifle with ginger nut and vanilla pod cream sounds extremely tempting, or the         
almond rice pudding with apricot jam. 

We extend a warm welcome to this young couple who are bringing something new and 
exciting to Bentham. Their small restaurant (15 covers) is already filling up most evenings, 
and we wish them continued success.  
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No, we haven't made a mistake and included winter photos!  These photos of Station Road            

weren't taken in mid-winter, they were actually taken at 9am on 20th July by Pam Woof from her 

vantage point of the window in Bentham Sports in Millers Court. There was a massive, dramatic 

thunderstorm soon afterwards. 
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Cycling To Support British Lung Foundation 
By Caroline Eddington 

I took part in the Prudential Ride London-Surrey 100 on 
Sunday 31st July. Dubbed the London Marathon for 
cyclists, you start at the Olympic Park and cycle past 
great London landmarks, through Richmond Park and         
beyond into the beautiful Surrey countryside and back 
for medals on The Mall.  The sun shone and the crowds 
were spectacular. 

I decided to take part in this challenge to raise funds 
for the British Lung Foundation.  Having lost my father-
in-law to lung disease at far too young an age, and            
having suffered from asthma since my teenage years, 
four years ago I too was diagnosed with two more lung 
diseases, Bronchiectasis and Sarcoidosis. Exercise was 
the stuff of dreams, but with the help and support of the 
NHS physio and hydrotherapy sessions at Settle               
Swimming Pool and the right medication I started            
slowly but surely to exercise again.  Short walks finally                    
culminated in the conquering of Ingleborough in early 
2015, and progressed into a half marathon last October.   

Ride London seemed a perfect way to show everyone who had helped and               
supported me what we can all achieve if we work together. I started training in 
March, with snow on the tops, in howling winds and torrential rain and the odd          
sunny day, up hill and down dale.  10 miles was a struggle to start, but I felt                 
confident lining up on the ‘big day’ knowing I had managed to complete a 90-mile 
training ride.  I cycled over 900 miles in training. Cycling 100 miles is far more              
difficult than I could ever have imagined! 

On the day, sadly there were a number of accidents that forced the closure of the 
route and I was diverted so was ‘only’ able to complete 76.5 miles, so the sign in the 
photo should really say “You sort of did it”!  Although disappointed not to have 
completed the full 100, it was a massive achievement for me and riding down The 
Mall was a very special goosebump moment. 

The BLF’s “Team Breathe” collectively has raised over £65,000 from taking part in 
this ride.  To put this into perspective, this could fund a research project for an entire 
year, looking into new cures and treatments to help fight lung disease. Somebody 
dies from lung disease in the UK every 5 minutes, let’s help put a stop to that. My 
fundraising page is open until the 30th September, any donations gratefully received!    
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/giving/  
Any donations could also be left at the Gallery in an envelope marked Caroline c/o BN. 
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Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) Yorkshire & the Humber 

in partnership with Craven CVS 
  

 

 

 

FUNDING WORKSHOP 

Victoria Hall 

SETTLE 

TUESDAY 11th October 2016  

From 1.00 pm until 4.00 pm 

This FREE workshop will provide you with a great opportunity to find out more about 
Heritage Lottery Funding.  

A member of the development team from Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for Yorkshire 
& the Humber will be delivering this workshop in partnership with Craven CVS. An 
adviser will provide you with free advice and support for your project and give you tips 
on how to make a good application.  

The HLF can support a wide range of projects from those looking at local stories and 
community history to archaeology, archives, museums, historic buildings. HLF is also 
keen to encourage more projects from the natural heritage sector which could involve; 

• Improving, expanding and connecting threatened habitats  

• Surveying and recording  endangered species  

• Teaching people about local geology and landscapes  

• Helping people to research and repair an historic public park  

• Training people to care for an historic cemetery 

If you would like to attend this workshop PLEASE book a place in advance either by 
telephoning: 01756 795838 or emailing charlotte@cravencvs.org.uk 

You don’t need to have a definite project idea in mind. The aim of the workshop is for 
you to find out more about what support is available from HLF.  Tea and coffee will also 
be served. 

(One-to-one sessions can also be booked between 4.00 – 5.00 p.m.) 
 

 

 

 

Bentham News Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £15 local—£21 non local One eighth page colour £20 local—£26 non local 

One quarter page £30 local—£42 non local One quarter page colour £40 local —£50 non local 

One half page £70 local—£90 non local  One half page colour £90 local—£110 non local 

Inserts £150 commercial—£75 charity          

People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 

Send to ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk  

info@thebenthamnews.co.uk for copy or call 015242 61515 
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Bentham’s Fish And 
Chips 
By Howard Matthew 

When Mark Hamilton retired from travelling 
the world as an engineer he was looking for an 
investment for his retirement. On the spur of 
the moment he went to an auction and bought 
the Bentham Chip Shop. At first he rented the 
building, but when his tenants left he thought it 
might be possible to run it himself. Now Mark has no experience in catering and as he 
put it “I became an accidental fish fryer”. What he did have however was an understand-
ing of how a business works. To learn some of the skills of fish frying  he took a course 
run by the Fish Friers Association and decided to aim for higher quality product.   

Mark employs a manager to run the shop whilst he takes care of the back room stuff, 
like ordering, keeping the place tidy and preparing the food. (I found him hard at work 
at 8 o’clock in the morning and interviewed him during his coffee break.) 

“I don’t buy the cheapest fish, nor the cheapest potatoes.” he told me, “the chunky 
chips are a healthier option as they contain less fat and all my fat is vegetable based.  This 
produces a lighter and crispier meal.” (I can vouch for that having eaten there a couple of 
weeks ago.) 

Mark is already looking to develop the business. “Pizzas are always in demand, but 
I’m looking to cook these at special times rather than being added to the daily fish and 
chip menu. Early morning tea and coffee are 
also a possibility.” I suggested Bentham 
might end up like the centre of London with 
people running around with plastic cups of 
Latte.  “No, he replied and I won’t be              
charging London prices of £8 a cup! I think 
there is always going to be a demand from 
people on their way to work.” 

I asked him finally was there still a place 
in Bentham for Britain’s oldest takeaway 
food. “Yes”, he replied. “Every town              
deserves a good Fish and Chip Shop!” 

 

Bentham News 

Deadline Date 

Remember we have changed 

the deadline date of the  

Bentham News.  Please  

submit all articles, messages  

or adverts by the 12th of the 

month for the following month’s 

publication 
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‘A Glorious Quirky Gem’  
By Glen (administrator at The Museum of 
North Craven Life at The Folly, Settle,            
tel: 01729-822854) 

Up the hill from the Folly, Zion Chapel, 
right, held its final service last year and is 
now up for sale. For 200 years it played a 
major role not only in the spiritual life of 
Upper Settle but, just as importantly, in 
its social life. The Folly, thanks to the 
generosity of the Trustees of Zion, now 
has a wonderful archive, and if you visit 
the Folly from now until October 30th 
you can see many photos and artefacts 
which capture the life of those who 
learnt, worshipped and celebrated as part 
of the Zion congregation. 

1916, the year of the battle of the 
Somme where 20,000 men lost their lives 
on the first day with many thousands more being wounded, is remembered in our much 
praised exhibition. The railway room is as popular as ever and has a temporary                   
exhibition of Philippa Troutman's sketches illustrating the hardship of those poor souls 
who built the Ribblehead Viaduct. Our archaeology room houses a working model of the 
ebbing and flowing well that is still in action at the foot of Buckhaw Brow when we get 
the odd shower or two! Many will, as I do, recall being marched very carefully along the 
busy road to view this amazing spectacle. 

We have a Heritage Open Day on Sunday 11th September, with free entry and tours of 
the outside of the building to explain the architecture. Also on this day our garden will be 
open for the very first time. 

Saturday 17th September we have a talk by Dr Jessica Meyer on ‘From Front Line to 
Convalescent Hospital: the Evacuation of the British Wounded on the Western Front.’ 

For those BN readers who have been before, the Folly is worth another visit. For those 
who haven’t been before, please come and enjoy the Folly for the first time. It is a glorious 
quirky gem and is guaranteed to provide everyone with lots to see and do. 
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GAFTRI Tutoring and  

Proofreading Services 
 

GCSE Science and Advanced  

Level Chemistry 

Well-qualified Science teacher 

Based near Kirkby Lonsdale 

Individuals or small groups 
 

Contact gaftri@gmail.com or 07402921173 

www.getafriendtoreadit.co.uk 

Bentham Gallery To 
Close In March 2017 
By Chris Humphries 

Unfortunately it is time to close               
Bentham Gallery. It will close on     
Friday 31st March 2017. 

It is with regret that I have decided to 
close down Bentham Gallery and the             
framing shop on Station Road, but needs 
must. I would like to thank all my                  
customers for their support over the years; 
it has been a real pleasure to  serve the local 
and surrounding area, it has been a great 17 
years. 

I will continue to offer a full framing 
service until after Christmas, thereafter I 
will be offering a limited framing service 
but only with the stock in the shop as I will 
start to draw down the business. I will be 
away for most of January and there will 
then be a closing down sale from February 
to the end of March.  The doors will close 
the last week of March. 

Once again thank you to all of my                  
customers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Term Starts 7th September 

Beginners welcome—Methodist Hall 

 

 

Wednesdays 9.30-10.30am 

£35.50 for 7 sessions (or £7 per session) 

Tel: 07977 633083 

mailto:gaftri@gmail.com
http://www.getafriendtoreadit.co.uk
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Square Dancing For 
Beginners 

By Trevor Day 

Lune Valley Square Dance Club is 
recruiting new members. On              
Mondays 19th and 26th September 
2016, we are offering free taster ses-
sions at The Centre@Halton, Low 
Road, Halton, Lancaster LA2 6NB 
starting at 7-30pm. We last recruited 
two years ago so don’t miss this        
opportunity to join in the fun. As the 

only square dance club in the area, we have a thriving membership with members            
travelling from as far away as Kendal, Barrow, Bentham, Blackpool, Garstang, Preston 
and Blackburn. Even if you think you can’t dance or have two left feet, give square           
dancing a go and you’ll be dancing from the very start. There’s no fancy footwork or 
complicated routines to remember and, with seven other dancers in your square, it’s a 
team event. The challenge is to learn the moves but we have a very experienced Caller 
who will teach you so you learn without realising it. He will quickly have you dancing 
to a variety of music from Country and Western to all-time favourites and modern pop. 
Learning to square dance opens up a whole new world of fun and friendship. It is one of 
the easiest forms of dance to master – yet provides a lifetime of enjoyment. There are 
200+ clubs in the UK, 9,000 clubs world-
wide, including most of Europe, Japan, 
Australia and even Saudi Arabia, and all 
dancing to calls in English! Our members 
have visited clubs abroad and we regular-
ly welcome overseas visitors to dance with 
us. One of the many benefits of square 
dancing is that it is good healthy exercise. 
It is mentally stimulating, emotionally 
uplifting, promotes overall fitness, cardiac 
conditioning and burns off calories. Above 
all, it is great fun – we laugh a lot, which is 
the best medicine of all.  

We can only accept new dancers for this 
limited period. So, come and join our new-
comers’ group, everyone welcome               
whether couples or singles. Join us on one 
or both of the free nights – there’s tea and 
biscuits at break time – and you will be 
dancing straight away. If you need more 
information or directions, contact Brian on 
01524 811444 or Sheila on 01524 411439 or 
email us at oceanwavers@hotmail.co.uk. 
You can also look at our club website at 

www.oceanwavers.co.uk. 
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Will You Need Help 
With Winter Fuel Bills? 

By Sheena Spence, Chief Officer of Yorkshire 
Local Councils Associations 

ONE-OFF GRANTS are available to               
families and individuals on low incomes in 
the run-up to winter. 

More than 20 energy companies offer the 
Warm Home Discount Scheme, which gives 
eligible customers a one-off grant towards 
their electricity bill or prepayment meter 
during the winter. 

Schemes are open now and the payment 
is expected to be £140, the same as in             
previous years. 

Families on low incomes or welfare are 
encouraged to get ahead of the queue and 
register their interest now with the support 
of the ‘Warm and Well in North Yorkshire’ 
project, which seeks to raise awareness of 
cold homes. Although criteria for the grant 
vary according to the energy supplier,            
generally customers qualify automatically if 
they are in receipt of the Guarantee element 
of Pension Credit. 

Households might also be eligible for the 
payment if they receive certain means-

tested benefits or have an annual income of 
less than £16,000 and there is a child under-
5, someone with a disability or someone 
elderly living at the property. In this case 
residents have to apply for the £140. 

Kate Urwin, the Yorkshire Energy             
Doctor, who is working with ‘Warm and 
Well’ said: “Customers can either apply 
online via their electricity supplier or call 
them up. It is a good idea to get in quickly 
as some schemes are first come first served 
and close when they have reached their 
maximum number of applicants. The £140 
payment can go a long way to easing             
financial pressure on families during the 
winter, and is set up in such a way that it 
reaches those who need it the most.” 

For support with the Warm Home            
Discount application as well as with wider 
energy matters such as debt or switching 
suppliers, you can contact Kate directly. 
She can be reached on 07738 818391 or 
01757 249100. It is also possible to talk to 
‘Warm and Well in North Yorkshire’ for a 
wider variety of support around being cold 
at home. Please feel free to visit 
www.first4contact.org or phone 01904 
704177. 
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COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 

MOB 07765 882579 

Percy Jackson and the 
Lightning Thief 
By Rick Riordan 

Teen Book Review By Imogene Henshaw 

Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief is 
the first book in the Percy Jackson & the 
Olympians series by Rick Riordan, the 
series is complete as is its sequel series 
Heroes of Olympus. Percy Jackson and the 
Lightning Thief follows the story of 12 year 
old Percy Jackson as he finds out that he is 
a demigod- the child of a mortal and one 
of the Greek gods. 

Percy Jackson has always struggled to 
make it through a year in a school without 
being expelled, but when his maths teacher 
turns into a monster and tries to kill him 
on a school trip he realises that maybe his 
attitude problems aren’t the only thing to 
blame for this. 

Having fled from the monsters with his 
friend Grover to Camp Half-Blood Percy 
discovers that his dad didn’t die before he 
was born like he had been told but is            
actually Poseidon the immortal god of the 
sea from Greek mythology. 

However Percy has no time to let this 
revelation sink in as he also finds out that  
Poseidon has been accused by Zeus, god of 
the skies, of stealing his most powerful 
weapon, the master bolt. Percy is the only 
one who can find the master bolt but he 
only has till the summer solstice ten days 
away to return the master bolt to Zeus or 
war will break out between the gods, a war 
that would devastate the earth. 

Will Percy be able to find the master 
bolt in time or will he be too late? 

I love this book. I find Greek mythology 
really interesting and Rick Riordan's take 
on this topic is really well done. I have 
read this book many times and would           
recommend it to absolutely everyone (just 
don’t watch the movie - it’s one of the 
worst book adaptations I have ever had 
the displeasure to watch). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Bentham News now has 32 pages of                     
colour in which we can print colour           
photographs by local people of local 
events. So don’t forget to send them in 
and let us know what your club, team, or 
group is doing! Please email your stories 
and information to:  

info@thebenthamnews.co.uk 



38  

 

  11  

 

“And The Walls Came Tumbling Down” 
Article And Photographs By Peter Phillips 

It took no more than three hours with the help of a mechanical digger to reduce a once 
proud house to a mass of stone, tiles, timber and rubble. ‘Felstead’, an eight bedroomed 
house situated to the west of the new primary school, was demolished on Tuesday             
evening and Wednesday morning, 2nd and 3rd August. 

I am surmising it was built somewhere at the turn of the 20th  century but I cannot 
find who built it or who the original owners were. I have found out that Marjorie and 
Roger Warner lived there in the 1930s and that the late Mrs Betty Pafford, daughter of 
Charles Ford of Ford Ayrton Silk Mill, went to live with them when her mother died. 

Around 1939 a family 
called Dugdale lived 
there, and from 1947 until 
the early 1950s it became 
the rectory for St. John’s 
Church, Low Bentham, 
with Rev. John and Elsie 
Linder living there until a 
new rectory was built. 
After that a chicken 
hatchery was built behind 
the house by a county-
wide firm called Sterling 
who bred chickens as 
broilers. After they left 
‘Felstead’ was empty for 
several years until               
…. Continued over ……. 
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 Bowling Brothers from Whittle-le-Woods 
near Chorley bought it and it became             
Cample Hatchery.    

Many local people still call this building 
‘Cample Hatcheries’. This was a much larg-
er business sourcing eggs from approved 
stock from far away, many coming from 
John Diggles of Ireby – the same Diggles 
who owned sandwich shops in Lancaster. 
The eggs were brought to the hatchery, 
fumigated and put in trays by eight or nine 
local girls. Then local drivers with a fleet of 
lorries took up to 30,000 chicks at a time 
away for fattening, mainly to a farm in Hull 
that had a contract with Marks and Spen-
cer. Cample Hatcheries lasted until the ear-
ly 1970s but gave up when larger poultry 
feed firms took over the breeding farms, 
thus putting them out of business.  

So once again ‘Felstead’ was empty until 
bought by the Pearson family, who had a 
wagon bodybuilding concern, modifying 
horseboxes and cattle wagons. The house 
was not used as all the work was carried 
out in the large shed to the rear, so it fell 
into disrepair with damp coming through 
the roof and invading every room. Richard 
Turner and Son recently sold it to Carr 
Construction and Restoration who want to 
erect a number of houses on the site. 

Thus another landmark in Bentham                
disappears into the history books. Thanks 
to David Johnson, Dorothy Stubbs and oth-
ers for providing background information 
for this article. If anyone else has anything 
to add, please contact Bentham News. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERCOUNTY                                        

DRIVING SCHOOL                                               

VAL KAY                                                     
THEORY TRAINING                                

AVAILABLE                                                 

015242 62794                                       
e-mail: 

val@bentham999.wanadoo.co.uk 

Your memories by Leah 
Video/Photo Preservation, 

Editing and Filming Service 
Please get in touch to discuss your  
requirements 
leah@memorabeleah.co.uk 

015242 62939 or  
07884208950  
 
www.memorabeleah.co.uk 
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Footpath 
Matters 
By Kate Rowe 

 “Mild September brings 
 us more  

 Fruit and grain, for winter store.” 

We’ve had a mixed bag of weather this 
summer for farmers trying to “harvest” 
their crops of hay and silage. Our walks 
too have been mixed for weather, and we 
have encountered mud, but generally we 
have been lucky. As we start the Autumn 
programme of walks will we be lucky and 
have a long dry spell as we did last year? 

 Good weather would be welcome for 
the first, an energetic ascent of Helvellyn, 9 
miles on Saturday 3rd. We will park by the 
roadside at the top of Dunmail Raise and 
climb steeply alongside Raise Beck to 
Grisedale Tarn. Our climb continues up 
and over Dollywaggon and Nethermost 
Pikes to the top of Helvellyn. The route 
then carries on along the ridge as far as 
Sticks Pass where we follow the path down 
to the A591 to catch the bus back to our 
cars, so bring your bus pass if you have 
one. 

 Less strenuous is a 7 mile walk over 
Caton Moor on Thursday 15th. From Bull 
Beck we follow the River Lune to                     
Claughton and take the track to the                
windmills. After heading into Brookhouse, 
we pass Anna’s Gill and take the footpath 
back to Bull Beck. 

 On Saturday 24th the walk is about 7.5 
miles, a circular from Barbon.  A fairly gen-
tle gradient through trees along                 
Barbondale, then a climb up Barbon Low 
Fell, past Brownthwaite and back across 
the fields. Parking is at Barbon Institute 
where parking is free but there is an hones-
ty box for voluntary contribution towards 
its upkeep. 

A short 4.5 walk around Clifford Hall on 
Wednesday 28th requires no lunch. It goes 
via the Fairy Steps, Goodenber Caravan 
Park, and Old Wennington to Clifford 
Hall, formerly a brick works where we will 

see the Spider Gates. We will also pass 
interesting old sandpits. The return is 
down an old flower-filled lane to Low Ben-
tham Cross and the cars. 

Please note: this walk leaves from Low 
Bentham Car Park at 9.30am. All the others 
leave from Lairgill at 9.30am. 

Early notice for next month - Tuesday 
4th - Bents Moor 8 miles, with a 10am start. 

The AGM has changed to Thursday 6th 
October. 

N.S.P.C.C. &   
Bentham Womens  
Social Services 
By Susan Adams, Chairman 

It has finally arrived, the last waste paper 
collection for N.S.P.C.C. in Bentham will 
take place on Friday September 16th. We 
owe a big THANK YOU to all those who 
have brought their paper to us over the 
years. Special thanks also to Hazel Lawson 
and members of the committee who have 
overseen the logistics of the venture. 
Thanks also go to Matthew Whitfield & 
Alan Parker who have also helped with the 
loading of the container on Lairgill in all 
weathers.   

You can still make a difference to             
children in this area, albeit in a different 
way, by helping to keep the swimming 
pool at Settle open. You can take your 
waste paper and cardboard down to their 
collection point on the car park adjacent to 
the pool. They are there:- 

Monday to Friday 9am-12noon & 2pm-
5pm (4pm in winter). Saturday 9am-12 
noon. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  

mailto:leah@memorabeleah.co.uk
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Grasmere Drive, Bentham LA2 7JP 
Tel 015242 63067 or text 07973 481 461 

Learn to Drive with  

Sally Moore 
 

Your local, friendly  

Instructor 
 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 
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The Garden In 
September 
By Joyce Knapp 

It's September and          
another growing season 
starts to draw to a close, 
bringing a grand finale to 
the flower garden with all 
the rich colours of autumn 
flowers such as Rudbeckia 
and Sunflowers.  The           
Rudbeckias come in a 
range of colours, from 
deep, burnt orange 
through to the brightest of yellows and the 
sunflowers can come in a variety of shades 
too.  It is, however, the height of sunflowers 
that often causes the most interest, as with 
the ones we are growing for our annual 
Summer Hill competition where we are 
competing to grow the “tallest sunflower”.  
Sadly, one of mine peaked a little too early 
and is now hanging its head and looking 
rather weary, but the other is still standing 
proud and providing a big splash of bright 
yellow along-side a red rose on the pergola.  
The main item in our competition is to pro-
duce the heaviest weight of potatoes, 
grown in a container, from 2 or 3 seed           
potaoes given to us at the start of the              
growing season.  We are allowed to choose 
both the type of soil or compost and the 
container in which to grow the potatoes.  I 
am fascinated by the range of results over-
all and particularly by those we personally 
produce.   

The first time we took part, we won by 
producing a whopping eight and a half 
pounds but we have had no such results 
since.   

All this talk of competition reminds me 
that Bentham Agricultural Show takes 
place this month and, hopefully, we will 
have just as good a range of produce as last 
year.  I have decided to take a tactical ap-
proach to entering vegetables, believing it 
to be much more likely I can win with            

shallots, where there are 
relatively few entries and not 
entering beetroot where 
there are always lots of en-
tries.  Also, I tend to grow 
tasty, but rather small beet-
root whereas the competition 
seems to be won on size           
rather than just quality.  The 
one area I can compete on a 
level playing field is in the 
Organic section and I hope 
over time that this section 
grows to include many more 
growers.     

    It seems that this year has 
been particularly good for fruit and we 
have enjoyed a bountiful crop of                    
raspberries, so it is even more important to 
attend to our plants now, cutting back old 
stems and feeding them to help them regain 
strength for next year. 

In the vegetable garden, we can                 
encourage onions to ripen by tipping over 
their leaves, thereby allowing the sun to 
dry out their skins, before we lift them to 
store for 
winter use. 

Nature 
Notes 
By David 
Fisher 

I have seen a 
few thrushes about. A particular favourite 
food for them is snails - have you seen one 
smashing a shell to get inside?!! 

In my moth trap I have caught some 
very interesting types including Large 
Magpie, Swallowtail, Burnish Brass, Peach 
Blossom and much more.  All are released 
after identification. 

I’ve caught some Brown Trout on the 
River Greta but unfortunately I missed a 
large Salmon with my spinner; it leapt out 
twice when on and got away. I’ve never yet 
had one from the Greta but I will keep on 
trying! 
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High Bentham  
By Jill Noble 

On the evening of Thursday 4th August 
High Bentham WI gathered, Matthew Lepp 
from Tiger Muffin Soaps, Formby, gave a 
bubbly talk on soap,  and its history. 

Oh how the Romans loved bathing, it 
was a social occasion, friends would gather 
to have sand and oil rubbed on and scraped 
off, to cleanse skin. The Greeks, well they 
preferred to chuck buckets of water over 
themselves, followed by a bit of steam.          
Medieval bath houses known as "stews", 
you could enjoy mixed, naked bathing with 
trays of foods floating around. If you             
fancied a hair cut, shave or tooth removed, 
"stoves" servants would oblige and pamper 
your every need. Queen 
Elizabeth 1st, believing 
washing was bad for one, 
bathed only once a year. 
Rumour had it that Mary 
Queen of Scots,  decided 
washing in white wine kept 
her young, but that didn't 
last for long. Peasants dis-
covered "soapwort" which 
grew on river banks, the 
broken stems acting as a 
giant sponge, working a 
lather on skin and clothing. 
Conkers shelled and 
rubbed together, also form 
natural bubbles and were 
popular with the poor. 

Fortunately, soap evolved and Spain 
discovered  using olive oil produced a 
much kinder, creamier soap, Castille. A far 
cry from Ancient times, when goats fat and 
beechwood ash, simmered in pot over an 
open fire, until the contents turned to goo, 
salt was added and left to settle. The crust 
on top, cut out into blocks and used as 
soap, but it was harsh and often irritated 
skin. 

The Lever brothers dominated the             
British soap industry. Members enjoyed 
remembering classic soaps, such as Coal 

Tar, Pears, Palmol-
ive and Imperial 
Leather. 

Matthew demon-
strated how simply 
soap can be made, 
carefully stirred 
ingredients, palm 
and coconut oil with 
glycerin, a blast in 
the microwave, 
some apple fragrance and suitable                  
colouring, poured into shell shaped ice          
cube moulds and hey presto! Soap! Well 
some Matthew had made earlier actually. 

Followed by a slick demonstration on 
making bath bombs, a combination of bicar-
bonate of soda, citric acid, bound together 

with sweet almond oil, a 
splash of colour and a dash of 
fragrance, squeezed into a 
mould, carefully turned out 
after drying. Matthew, 
(Muffin) has been making 
soap for over 14 years, and 
now, with the help of his          
sister (Tiger) they produce 
around 30 varieties of                
products, which they sell at 
markets, country fairs and on 
line.  

 The competition a bath duck, 
was won by Joni Weekley.        
Sue Camacho, who is step-
ping down as president, due 

to moving out of the area, was presented 
with a gift, a plant for her new garden. All 
members wish her every happiness in her 
new home in Harrogate. Members of book 
club are reading "Burial Rites" by Hannah 
Kent. All members agreed that September 
raffle proceeds will be donated to "Save 
Denman College" appeal.  Next meeting on 
Thursday September 1st Lower Town Hall 
High Bentham, @ 7.30pm. Local podiatrist 
Marie Rayner it's all about "Feet". 

Visitors and new members always            
welcome. 
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The £10k Challenge 
By Richard Wilson 

 

(Report on a meeting of a             
fictitious Yorkshire Town Council Environment 
Sub Committee) 

 

The Chair referred to a government               
proposal to offer £10,000 to any household 
affected by fracking, and asked members 
for their reactions. Councillor O dismissed 
it as a bribe. Councillor Q asked whether 
the lower part of the auction mart site 
might be a suitable site for a fracking well, 
as it could bring money to the town with 
little inconvenience - HGVs could reach it 
via the Fat Lamb access and avoid congest-
ing Main Street. However, Councillor X 
from Lower Ward felt that his constituents 
might miss out on the compensation, and 
suggested a more central location next to 
the primary school. 

Councillor O asked whether burning 
shale gas would be bad for the environ-
ment, as it  would add carbon to the atmos-
phere and fuel climate change. Councillor Y 
replied that it was better than burning coal, 
but far less good than renewable energy; it 
would depend what the gas would be re-
placing. 

Councillor Z presented some infor-
mation he had compiled on the local im-
pacts of a fracking well: 

 Construction: 2-3 weeks, many lorries, 
much noise. 

 Drilling: a month, 24/7, very noisy.  

 Fracturing: 3-5 days, less noisy, but 
hundreds of lorries transporting water in 
and toxic waste fluid out.  

 Production: months or years, low but 
significant noise from compressors 24/7. 

Councillor O said he'd rather have no 
money and a wind farm. Councillor X felt 
that it might be worth suffering the noise 
for £10,000, but had decided on reflection 
that the auction mart would be a better site. 
A lively discussion ensued… 

Churches Together 
In Bentham 
By Joanna Dales 

 

Quakers and St Mark’s Gospel 

Quakers do sometimes take an interest 

in the Bible—some of them, some of the 
time. I have just returned from a weekend 
studying St Mark’s Gospel at Woodbrooke, 
the Quaker Study Centre.  We gulped the 
gospel down, rather than nibbling at it, 
reading the greater part of it round the 
class, the way we used to do at school—
asking questions and making comments as 
we went. And what did we find? 

The Gospel, although it is written in 
‘rough’ Greek, is far more sophisticated 
theologically than immediately apparent.  
Mark shows us a driven Jesus, tormented 
even.  He has a great mission to be accom-
plished and must work with such unprom-
ising material—with disciples who will not           
understand, and religious authorities who 
try to prevent him from doing God’s work.  
He is always in a hurry—notice how many 
times the word ‘immediately’ is used.  The 
Kingdom of God is here, now, if people will 
only realise it and do what is necessary to 
enter it—if they will give up their craving 
for money and unsatisfying pleasures and 
have faith in God to supply their true 
needs. 

Jesus suffers agony in his approach to 
the Cross, but accepts it as God’s will for 
him.  Then comes the Resurrection—but 
how does Mark present it? In the original 
ending there are no appearances of the ris-
en Christ—just the mysterious young man 
in a white robe who tells the frightened 
women that Jesus has gone on before them 
to Galilee.  The male disciples have                       
disappeared, now the women flee as well.  
There is no-one left in the garden but you, 
reader.  Can the risen Christ live in your 
heart? 
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Heritage Open Days 
 

The Bells of St John the Baptist Church, Low Bentham 
 

Treasure the Treasures on your Doorstep! 

Thursday 8 – Sunday 11 September www.heritageopendays.org.uk 
 

St John the Baptist Church will be opening its ringing room and bell tower doors for all to 

enjoy.  Visitors will be able to view the ringing room and the bells.  A bell ringer will be 

available to demonstrate and explain bell ringing and answer any questions visitors may 

have. There will be the opportunity for visitors to have a go at bell ringing. The church 

will also be open. 

The programme is as follows: 

 Thursday 8th September 6pm - 7pm - visitors can watch the local band ringing. 

 Friday 9th September 12 noon - 2pm - ringing room and bell tower open. 

 Saturday 10th September 12 noon - 2pm - ringing room and bell tower open. 

 Sunday 11th September 12 noon - 2pm - ringing room and bell tower open. 

Heritage Open Days is the largest heritage festival in the country; in 2015, over 4,800 

events welcomed around three million visitors across England. Heritage Open Days op-

erates as part of the National Trust with funding from players of People’s Postcode 

Lottery. Every single Heritage Open Days event is free, including access to many sites 

that usually charge for admission. For details and opening times, visit 

www.heritageopendays.org.uk .  
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Low Bentham 
By Pam Warbrick 

Having promised to host our July meeting, 
“A Visit to a Member’s Garden”, there was 
a pressing incentive for me to smarten up 
the borders by staking windblown plants, 
edging lawns and tackling the inevitable 
weeds. The day itself brought good               
weather, so members were able to take an 
evening 
stroll round 
the garden, 
before the 
business 
meeting. 
After that 
we tucked 
into Barba-
ra Vigour’s delicious biscuits with tea and 
coffee followed by my rhubarb jelly and 
cream. The company then relaxed in the 
summerhouse or took seats on the grass 
outside and chatted the evening away. We 
were happy to welcome Barbara Mason 
back into the fold after her recent hospital 
stay and convalescence. 

Our coffee morning in July, though not 
particularly busy possibly because it             
coincided with Clapham street market, still 
managed to raise £263. Thanks to all our 
helpers and those who attended. 

September’s speakers will be Mr and 
Mrs Sharp presenting “Spellbound in the 
West Riding”.  

Tatham Fells 

By Mary Taylor 

The heavenly scent 
of sweet peas filled 
the Old School on 
Tuesday evening 
12th July, as Kevin 
Preston, surrounded 
by the flowers, told 
Tatham Fells Wom-
en’s Institute about 
the art of growing 
sweet peas to perfec-

tion, answering many questions during his 
talk. He is the largest amateur grower in                                                                                    
the country, spending six hours each day 
tending the plants as he prepares them for 
many of the principal shows. Kevin grows 
all his flowers from his own seeds, sowing 
6,000 inside in February and planting them 
out in May. He grows all his plants outside 
in rows from east to west for the best sun-
light. The original plants were brought in 
from Sicily 200 years ago, and these were 
improved by the family of Lady Diana to 
produce the large Spencer varieties.   

Lucy Lee won the draw for the flower 
arrangement Kevin had made during the 
evening using smaller, original, heavily 
scented flowers, and Sue Dawson won the 
hanging basket that he had prepared earli-
er. Jenny Herd thanked the speaker who 
judged the competition for a vase and the 
winners were Louise Kitchen, Ruth Holden 
and Ruth Garstang. Our vice president 
Linda Kirkby gave details of future events. 

                  

Fancy A Flyer? 
We distribute over 2,000  

copies of Bentham News  

each month. 

Flyers are inserted in  

Bentham News and hand  

delivered to Bentham  

residents for  impact  

advertising. We also deliver 

copies to central points in  

adjoining villages and towns. 

A5 or folded A4 flyer inserts.   

£150 commercial  

or £75 charity 

Email 

 ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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Lest We Forget   —  Charles Bargh  
Words By Allan Hartley 

Research By Marilyn Hartley              

Charles was born in 1888 at Burrow with Burrow the youngest son1  to 
Samuel2   and Agnes3  when at the time of the 1891 census the family 
home was given as Cowan Bridge, by 1901 the family had moved to 
Rigmaden Farm at Mansergh in Westmorland and finally by 1911 to 
Ingleborough View4 at Clifford Hall, Low Bentham by which time  Charles is 23. 

What Charles did for a living we simply do not know, what we do know is that he en-
listed at sometime late in 1916 with the Manchester Regiment, 21st Service Battalion (6th 
City) 7th Division, known as the 6th Manchester Pals as Private 51508. 

In early 1917 and at the time leading up to Charles’ death the Manchesters had been 
involved during the Germans’ strategic retreat to the Hindenburg5  Line 9th February to 
15th March and various battles on the Belgium Salient along the Passchendaele Ridge at 
Poelcapelle, Broodseide and in the preparations for the start of the 3rd Battle of Ypres in 
June. At sometime during these engagements Charles is first reported as missing in the 
spring. However, given that the above battles took place from June onwards throughout 
the summer leading up to the major offensive and the 3rd Battle of Ypres and Passchen-
daele, our guess is that Charles went missing during the many skirmishes chasing the Ger-
mans during their destructive retreat to the Hindenburg Line, which many described as 
unnecessary wastage given the major battle that lay ahead. Months would pass when 
Charles is reported as still missing and must be considered dead on the 4th October 1917. 

So it is that Charles continues to remain missing to this day along with thousands of 
other Commonwealth Servicemen and nine other Bentham men who didn’t come home. 

Charles is commemorated at Tyne Cot6 Military Cemetery on panels 120-124 and          
162-162A-162B. 

Charles is commemorated on the memorial plaque on Station Road, also on the              
memorial plaque at St Margaret’s Church High Bentham and the war memorial outside St 
Oswald’s  Church, Thornton in Lonsdale. 

 
Charles was the 26th Bentham man to be killed.  He was 29. 

Notes 

1. We do not know how many sons there were nor their names but at the time of Samuel’s death in 
1921 he bequeaths his estate to Samuel and James Bargh who we guess are Charles’ older brothers. 

2. Samuel was born and grew-up in Cantsfield. We don’t know what he did for a living but we guess 
he was involved with farming. 

3. Agnes was born at Wray. 

4. We are not sure if the family home at the time of Samuel’s death was Ingleborough View, Clifford 
Hall or Ingleborough View, Bentham [Robin Lane]. 

5. The Hindenburg Line or Siegfriedstellung was named after the German Field Marshall Paul Von 
Hindenburg, was constructed as a precaution but due to German manpower shortages in early 1917 
it was clear [to them] they had to retreat to conserve resources. During the retreat everything of 
value was destroyed, leaving the Anglo-French armies little choice but to attack to conserve roads, 
bridges and water supplies that would be needed for the counter offensive particularly the Battle of 
Arras in April 1917.  

6. Tyne Cot is the largest Commonwealth Military cemetery on the Belgium Salient and contains 
11,953 graves, of which 8,366 are unknown, the wall panels contain the names of almost 35,000men 
who along with Charles all remain missing. The cemetery Cross of Sacrifice sits on top of what was 
the German Command Post during the battle that was Passchendaele. 
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Stand Up To Stigma 
By Sylvia Merrett 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

You are invited to a FREE talk by Dr Tony Gill PhD on the subject of: 
 

“Mental Illness: Demystifying the stigma and 

looking at people’s lived experiences of schizophrenia” 
 

Wednesday 21st September at 7pm 
 

At the Richard Whiteley Theatre 

Giggleswick School 

BD24 0DE 

 

No booking required, just come along 
 

Dr Tony Gill’s talk will be about mental illness, the stigma attached to it and the impact that it has on people’s 
lives. He will pay particular attention to people’s experiences of schizophrenia and will be looking to dispel some 
of the myths that the public have both about mental illness and schizophrenia. His talk will include data collected 

from adults with schizophrenia using a combination of daily diaries and individual face-to-face interviews. 

At the end there will be voluntary collection for Horton Community Café’s in Settle and Skipton. 

TAI CHI QIGONG  
MAKES THE DIFFERENCE 

Problem with balance and joints? 
Want to feel more calm? 

 

Come to Sole to Soul 
Thursdays 11am -12.30pm 

 

See website for more information 
http://www.sole-to-soul.net/gigong.html 

Quality Firewood For Sale 
We only supply hardwood logs from sustainable 
sources, seasoned for a minimum of 18 months 

£53 per load inc. vat 

For prompt and reliable delivery contact          

Jonathan on 01756 749626 or 07850 827322 

TREETOPS FORESTRY www.treetopsforestry.co.uk 

Keeping Craven Warm for over 40 years!  

 

New from September! 
Kidz After School Club with 

free collection  

from  

Bentham School  

Limited places available. 

Phone now for details or to 

reserve your place. 
 

015242  41903 
 

Info@kidzdaynursery.co.uk 

www.kidzdaynursery.co.uk 



32  

 

 Simply Delicious 
Outside Catering, 

Buffets, Bars 
 & Events 

 

With over 15 years experience in  
catering & hospitality, we offer a 

wide choice in food & drink for your 
event, including a range of  

music & decor contacts  
Great Prices 

Please contact us  
www.facebook.com/ 

simplydeliciousbentham or phone      

Mandy Booth on 015242 61525 

or 07795 172511                     
email  

simplydeliciousbentham@gmail.com 

 

Ewecross Historical Society  
Summer Outing to Tunstall Church 
By Mary Taylor 

Members of the Ewecross Historical              
Society gathered at Tunstall Church on 
18th July where the Churchwarden                  
welcomed them. Chairman Dr Mike                
Winstanley and Art  Historian Sara Mason, 
author of the History of Tunstall Church, 
pointed out tombstones of local people 
with connections to the West Indies. Inside 
a ladder had been placed up to the room 
above the church porch where the Bronte 
Sisters ate their packed lunches between 
services when they attended church from 
their school at Cowan Bridge. 

They were all able to view the painting by the 16th Century artist Francesco                       
Montemezzano that was made famous by the BBC in their programme ‘Fake Or Fortune’. It 
is now restored and  in pristine condition. Mike gave out copies of a print made about two 
hundred years ago, showing the painting behind the altar. He told of Richard Toulmin 
North of nearby Thurland Castle who had at that time given stained glass windows to the 
church, and concluded that it was most likely that he had given the painting to the church 
at the same time. 
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August’s Town Council 
By Jane Proctor 

The Town Council had planned a break for 
August, but that was before they knew 
Craven District Council was putting its 
“Draft Local Plan for Preferred Housing 
Sites” out to public consultation. In order to 
reply before the cut off date of 19th August 
a meeting of the Town Council was ar-
ranged for 10th August. The members of 
the public present, if you count District 
Councillor Thompson, equalled the mem-
bers of the town council present being Cllrs 
Adams, Handford, Marshall and Taylor; 
apologies were received from Cllrs Bridge-
man, Pritchard and Vendy. 

The draft Local Plan under consideration 
covers the whole of Craven District, but the 
council meeting was only concerned with 
Bentham where between 2016 and 2032 
twenty seven new dwellings per annum 
are planned; the same as Settle. The Local 
Plan forms the blue print for future hous-
ing development, and whilst not preclud-
ing planning applications for areas not in-
cluded in the plan, any applications in the 
plan are going to be looked upon favoura-
bly by the planners.  

The Draft Local Plan states, “Bentham is 
a secondary location for growth in the plan 
area, reflecting its role as a key service cen-
tre in the north sub area, and providing 
serviced employment land and housing 
growth to underpin growing prosperity in 
the town; capitalising on linkages with the 
rail connected university city of Lancaster, 
and tourism potential of the Forest of Bow-
land AONB” 

The housing sites identified are: 

• Former Primary School – potential for 
Extra Care Housing – approx 50 dwellings 

• Land east on Lairgill Row and on Butts 
Lane – approx 9 dwellings 

• Land north of Low Bentham Road – 
approx 64 dwellings 

• Land east of Butts Lane – approx 15 
dwellings 

• Land north of Springfield Crescent and 

east of Butts Lane – approx 19 dwellings 

• Land east of Butts Lane and north of      
1-9 Springfield – approx 24 dwellings 

• Land south of Low Bentham Road – 
approx 31 dwellings 

• Land to west of Goodenber Road – 
approx 75 dwellings 

• Land east of Bank Head farm on Robin 
Lane – approx 184 dwellings 

• Wenning View, Low Bentham –              
approx 17 dwellings 

• Land north of Harley Close, Low           
Bentham – approx 17 dwellings 

Of concern to all councillors was that 
infrastructure in terms of roads, sewerage 
and surface water drainage should be able 
to cope with the new developments, and 
that these matters should not be viewed in 
isolation in respect of each development 
but rather as a whole and their effect on the 
community. It was noted that most of the 
proposed developments were to the north 
of Main Street in an area already densely 
populated and the 75 dwellings to the west 
of Goodenber Road would have to gain 
access along that road which is already 
heavily used. 
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People Page 
Personal Thanks 
We would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to 
Allan, Bill, Tara and family for their help 
and support during our recent move. We 
could not have done it without them. 
Also, special thanks to Wendy and to              
everyone who sent cards. 
Jenny and Ken Durrant 
Margaret Wheildon would like to thank 
family, friends and neighbours for cards, 
flowers and good wishes following her re-
cent unexpected hospital stay.  Particular 
thanks to first responder—Paul, ambulance 
and air ambulance teams for their prompt 
response to emergency call out. 
Doug and Christine Baker would like to 
thank all friends, colleagues and neighbours 
for their good wishes and cards received 
after our move to Shrewsbury.  Sending you 
all our best regards. 
 
Piper’s Painters 
Our Autumn session begins on Thursday 
8th September at the Victoria Institute, Low 
Bentham. Each session runs from 1-3.30 pm 
and costs £5.  This fee includes all materials 
and equipment. New members welcome. 
Tuition available if required. For any            
enquiries ring Kay on 61977. 
Low Bentham Badminton Club 
We welcome players of all ages, abilities and 
experience.   Starts Tuesday 6th September, 
6.15-7.45pm at Cedar House School.  Come 
and join us if you fancy playing socially.  
Please ring Julie on 015242 62276 for further 
information if needed. 

 
 
Golden Wedding 
It is Richard and Daphne Wallace’s Golden 
Wedding on Saturday 10th September.  
They are having a Service at 5pm at St 
John’s Church for all their new friends in 
Bentham.  You will be warmly welcomed. 

 
Items for Sale 
Miele Vacuum Cleaner, many accessories, 
spare bags, good value at £39. 
Extending ladder, 2 piece aluminium,             
seldom used, very good condition £20. 
Haden 2 tier food steamer, as new, in             
original box £5. 

Contact 62492 

 
Lost and Found 
A pair of child or adult glasses, speckly 
brown colour found outside my house. Call 
015242 61310. 
 

 

Bentham News hopes to            

provide a chronicle of life in 

Bentham, so please send us 

your happy notices 

(engagements, weddings, births 

etc) as well as your sad ones 

(loss, sickness, death etc).  

10p a word. 

  31  

 

New for September! 
Free Collection from  

Bentham for any 2, 3 & 4 

year olds using  

15 hours funding at  

the Nursery.   

Limited places available.  

Phone for details 

015242 41903 
Drop off by arrangement 

Holiday Club places available. 

Back Gate, Ingleton LA6 3BT 

info@kidzdaynursery.co.uk 

 

Age Concern’s 
AGM 

By Sue Pilkington 

Age Concern Bentham held its AGM on 8th 
July at the Methodist Church. Liz Tonge, 
chairperson, welcomed invited guests who 
included District Councillor Linda Brockbank 
and the Deputy Mayor, Councillor John 
Vendy, members, committee and volunteers. 
Councillor Tim Stannard proposed approval 
of the minutes of the 2015 AGM. In her report 
Liz referred to the challenges that the group 
has faced mainly because of the economic 
climate. But thanks to an army of volunteers 
– drivers, escorts, kitchen helpers and an 
active committee, the organisation has come 
through despite having to make some              
difficult decisions on the way. She thanked 
retiring committee members, Betty Wilson 
and Joan Clapham for their work over the 
years. Liz said that she has regretfully              
decided to stand down as chair after 2 years 
in the role. Sadly, despite appealing locally, 
no one has felt able to take this on, so the 
position stands vacant. If you think you 
could help, please speak to one of the               
committee or call in at the Masonic Hall any           
Friday. All other committee members were     
re-elected including Liz, and Michael               
Marshall was welcomed onto the committee. 

Hazel Kennell, treasurer, took us through 
the independently audited accounts, which 
included grants and donations, fund               
raising, catering costs and transport. She was 
pleased to report a fairly healthy bank              
balance and thanked David Hodgson,           
deputy treasurer, for his help. Looking          
forward, the group will need to continue to 
be pro-active because of the probable loss of 
funding. 

Apologies were received from Transport 
Co-ordinator Janet Plumber and her report 
was presented by vice-chair, Jean                     
Gathergood. There have been ups and downs 
during the year with a shortage of drivers, 
but fortunately more volunteer drivers have 
stepped forward although it would be help-
ful to have a few more escorts. The bus has 

been used for a variety of visits, shopping 
trips and Sunday lunch outings. 

Linda Brockbank commented on what the 
committee has achieved with the help of Age 
UK, saying how lucky Bentham is  to have a 
group like this providing just what is needed 
– companionship. Joan Clapham was present-
ed with flowers and gifts as a thank you for 
her work, which will continue.                          
Olive Calverley gave a vote of thanks with 
one of her specially written poems and the 
meeting closed with tea, cake and chat. 

 

 

TEMPTATIONS CRAFT BOUTIQUE 
31 Main Street, Bentham 

Tel: 015242 61868 

www.temptationsbentham.co.uk 
 

Now stocking 
Moon Tweed Fabric 100%British Wool 

Yarn Stories double knitting yarn 
100% Merino Wool 
Made in England 

http://www.temptationsbentham.co.uk/
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Activities At 

Age Concern  
By Mary Brougham 

The first thing I must do this month is to 
correct an omission when I reported on the 
summer party last month. I failed to               
mention the very entertaining sketch that 
Faye Wilson and Michael Marshall                 
performed for us that was extremely good 
and very funny. Poor Michael must have 
been exhausted after running up and down 
the ladder so many times, so thanks to them 
both for entertaining us so well. 

Now to bring you up to date with all that 
has happened to us recently at Age                 
Concern. The bus was full when Hazel and          
Gordon took a group to Martin Mere. On 
their return Margery and Belle gave me a 
full report on all they had seen, including 
Black Swans with their babies, Flamingos, 
Eider Ducks and Avocets. I don't think any-
one saw the otters although I am told that 
they are there. Margery informed us that 
similar Crested Cranes to the ones at Martin 
Mere often used to come into her garden 
when she lived in Uganda. Everyone en-
joyed their day out and said they had a very 
nice lunch in the café. 

Keith Hartley talked to us about the extra 
care housing we are hoping to get in               
Bentham, which is an important issue for 
many of our members. He also entertained 
us with a very enjoyable quiz which was 
jointly won by the Recycled Teenagers and 
the High Bentham Monkeys. 

Robert Bullock, a published children's 
author, gave us a talk about his books, and 
told us that he also visits schools and              
libraries to talk about his work. His book, 
‘Jacob’s War’ is about the internment of 
families during the war when they were put 
in camps on the Isle of Man. Robert told us 
that it took him five years to research this 
particular book. He says he loves telling 
people's stories through his books and is at 
present working on a book about the              
Canary Girls who worked at Barnbow, a 

munitions factory near Leeds, during the 
First World War. He has had seven books 
published and if you would like to read 
more about him you can log in his name on 
Facebook. 

Eileen, our cook, had a birthday recently 
and I would like to wish her a belated                   
birthday greeting and also send birthday 
wishes to Anne who is a new member of 
Age Concern. 
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Your Letters 
Dear Bentham News 

Extra Care Housing Survey 

Once again, when Bentham peo-
ple have been asked to support 
something worthwhile they have proved to 
be more than willing to do so. 

It’s early days yet, and as I write the           
survey has another ten days to run, but          
already we have received an incredible 
number of completed forms, and early           
indications suggest that our community 
feels as strongly as we do about the                 
inadequacy of care provision in our town.  
We will of course report fully when the data 
has all been received and analysed. 

In the meantime, I feel it appropriate to 
reflect on the fact that if we have any             
success with this project it will have been 
aided in no small measure by the help and 
support we have received from our friends 
at Bentham News, who have again                  
generously demonstrated the value of local 
media. 

So a big thank  you to BN, and indeed to 
all who have offered their help so far. 

Sincerely 

Keith Hartley  

(For Bentham Elderly Care Group) 

 

Dear BN 

Re: Extra Care Housing 

I have read with interest and concern the 
item in your August issue, ‘They Need Your 
Help’. From 1990 to 2000, I was regional 
secretary for the Lancashire and Cumbria 
Region of the Abbeyfield Society, which 
because of its geographical location                    
included Bentham. 

One of the main strengths of Abbeyfield, 
which was run by autonomous local             
volunteer committees, was that it enabled 
older people to remain within their own 
communities. In the case of an isolated 
country place like Bentham that was partic-
ularly relevant. Although I had retired as 

regional secretary by the time that 
the  Abbeyfield House in Bentham 
encountered difficulties and           
eventually closed, I was                   
particularly sad that there had not 
been sufficient resolve within the 

local community to keep it open. 

I realise that a great deal of time and 
commitment was required by committee 
members to keep a vibrant Abbeyfield            
Society running, and Bentham was not 
alone in being unable to obtain people            
willing to serve on the local committee,          
indeed it was not unusual to find committee 
members older than some residents. 

Your correspondent states that Bentham 
has no provision for anyone who can no 
longer manage in their own home, but a 
wonderful opportunity for this type of           
accommodation was lost when they did not 
rally round to save THEIR Abbeyfield 
House. 

Raymond Jopson 

Low Biggins, Kirkby Lonsdale 

 

Dear Bentham News 

On behalf of his grandchildren I should like 
to thank you for the Lest We Forget article 
about Robert Clark. 

The following may also be of interest to 
some of your readers. Robert and Catherine, 
who married at St. Boniface’s Church, had 
nine children, 7 boys and 2 girls, one of 
whom, Kathleen, died in infancy. The other 
children were William born 1900, Frederick 
1903, Charles 1905, Gilbert 1906, Robin 1908, 
Wilfred 1909, John 1912 and Annie 1914. On 
marrying, William and Robin moved to 
Caton and Hawes respectively. Freddie 
made the move to South Africa and Charlie 
became a professional footballer who died 
tragically at the age of 28. Wilf, Gil and John 
(Pom) remained in Bentham and Annie 
(Boyle) also lived most of her life in the          
village. 

From his war record Robert served in 
France as a 2/Cpl until December 1916. He 
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was indeed posted to Coed Helen, a               
training camp in North Wales, where he was 
taken ill and died in hospital in Bangor. I 
have also been informed that he was the first 
person in Bentham to drive a motor car 
when he acted as groom/chauffeur to the 
local doctor. 

Although we have information on the 
Magoolagan side of the family we know 
very little of Robert’s family although he 
was one of eight children. If anyone has any 
information on the family perhaps they 
would be kind enough to share this with us 
(tel. 62078). 

Many thanks to Allan and Marilyn          
Hartley for their interesting and thought 
provoking articles. 

Sincerely 

Kit Ellershaw 

 

Dear BN 

Another month has gone by! It is now 18 
weeks since the changes to bus services         
between Lancaster and Ingleton took effect, 
and still the Route 80 Timetable Information 
Saga drags on! 

North Yorkshire County Council replied 
to my Formal Complaint. The Council has 
no legal responsibility either to provide bus 
services or to publish passenger information. 
It appears that its sole responsibility is the 
physical maintenance of bus stops, including 
the notice boards. However, the provision of 
the actual timetable information remains 
with Stagecoach, and in this respect, NYCC 
relies entirely on persuasion, having no legal 
power to force the issue. 

Someone, presumably Stagecoach, has 
inserted cuttings from the timetable leaflets 
available on busses at stops between High 
and Low Bentham, but only at stops toward 
Lancaster. Passengers for Ingleton are 
obliged to risk life and limb crossing the 
road, and to provide their own magnifying 
glass if visually impaired. 

Stagecoach Regional Office in Carlisle 
assure me that the matter is in hand, that 
timetable notices are being printed and will 

be posted.  

Perhaps BN October  issue will bring 
better news? Let us hope so! 

Sincerely 

Bob Sloan, High Bentham 

 

Dear BN 

I would like to thank Tooby's and all the 
staff in the Bentham shop for participating in 
the recycling of old low energy and                 
fluorescent bulbs over the last few years. 
Their efforts and patience have been greatly 
appreciated. Sadly, I have been unable to 
find another suitable location for the              
recycling box and so, unless any other           
publicly accessible location comes forward, 
the recycling point for these bulbs in                
Bentham will end. People can still recycle 
their old bulbs in the Ingleton branch of 
Tooby's or at the Recycling Centre in Settle. 
Again, many thanks to Tooby's Bentham and 
I wish you and your staff well for the future.  

Graham Pritchard, High Bentham 

 

Dear BN 

Falsely Accused 

I have been falsely accused in that I have 
received a spiteful and hateful letter from an 
anonymous person accusing me of stealing 
money from my late neighbour Marian          
Robinson.  I would like to make it very 
clear… I have NOT and would NEVER steal 
from anyone. I have been falsely accused of 
this act, this nasty and hurtful letter has 
deeply affected and upset me.  I have given 
the letter to the police who are looking into 
this matter.  This anonymous person needs 
to accuse me to my face not by an un-named 
letter and produce any evidence, if they have 
any.  

Madeleine Wilcock, High Bentham 

 

Editor’s Note:  If anyone else receives             
anonymous letters please contact the Police 
on 101. 
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Hair Studio             
              Cath Blackwell, 

                 Homeleigh, 

       Fourlands, 

                 Bentham, 

                LA2 7EX 
 

   Tel: 015242 62510 

   Mob: 07796 148900 

 

 

 

Bentham Film 
Group 
By Stella Hall 

Come and join Bentham 
Film Group on Friday 9th 
September in High                    
Bentham Town Hall for 
our showing of the new film of Dad's 
Army.  

Based on the BBC TV sitcom and                
directed by Oliver Parker, the film stars 
Toby Jones, Bill Nighy, Tom Courtenay 
and Michael Gambon.  

Set in 1944 with the end of the Second 
World War in sight, the story sees                  
Catherine Zeta-Jones play a glamorous 
journalist who is sent to report on the 
Walmington-on-Sea Home Guard pla-
toon. This is before MI5 discovers that 
there is a German spy hiding in the town. 
This news gives the Home Guard a 
chance to make a real contribution to the 
war effort, but suspicions abound....... 

As usual, the film starts at 8pm and           
tickets cost £5 on the door. 

 There will be a raffle and refreshments 
in the interval. 

Sedbergh Prep School 
Open Mornings 
Friday 7th October & Saturday 12th              
November 2016, 9am until 12pm. 

Please come and join us for our Open 
Mornings and experience our busy and 
vibrant school in action. For more                   
information please contact Mrs Mandy 
Marshall on 015242 79200 or 
ajm@sedberghprep.org. 

Venue: Casterton Sedbergh Prep 
School, LA6 2SG (just outside of Kirkby 
Lonsdale). 
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HORNBY DAY NURSERY 
 Fully qualified staff 

 7.30 to 6.30pm 

 Pre-school Nursery & Education Grant 

 Dedicated Baby & Toddler Facilities 

 Secure outdoor play area 
 

1 Station Road, Hornby.                               
Tel: 015242 22288 

E:info@hornbydaynursery.co.uk 

MEL BOOTH 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

07825749631 
 

GENERAL HANDY-
MAN,  

GARDEN MAINTENANCE,   
GREAT RATES. 
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       Settle Chimney  

        Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  
Sweeping Service 
Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls,  

Carbon Monoxide Detectors 
Supplied & Fitted. 

National Association of Chimney Sweeps (NACS) 

Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683 - 

Mob. 07815 285321  

 
Craven Concerns 
By District Councillor Linda Brockbank 

E: Cllr.LBrockbank@Cravendc.gov.uk T: 015242 61598 

Member Ward Grants for community organisations: The new member ward grants are 
proving popular and to date I have had two applications. So if you think your organisation 
might be eligible do get in touch with Ian Thompson or myself. You can download an          
application form and submit it on line at the Craven District Council website.  

Grants for Businesses: The role of Craven District Council's SME Growth Manager, 
Mark Delves, is to help existing businesses find the support they need to help them grow. 
CDC has agreed to fund the SME Growth Manager role for two years, until 2018. The aim is 
to help local businesses explore and identify the support that is right for them, from          
finding finance, developing the skills of their workforce, exporting to boosting productivity 
and reducing energy costs. You can contact Mark by emailing the Council's economic           
development team at edu@cravendc.gov.  

Local Plan: The local plan is steadily making its way through the complicated and 
lengthy process to becoming adopted. The committee responsible for it will meet in              
September 2016 to look at the comments received from the August consultation, and many 
thanks to everyone who has submitted comments over the consultation period. 

 

Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 

Mob: 07768 571407 
 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fisher Wrathall The Lettings Bureau 

 

Property Required To Let in Bentham and 
Surrounding Areas 

 

 Free Advice on all Aspects of Lettings 
 Free Landlords’ Pack 
 Professional Credit Checks 
 Referencing of Applicants 
 Fully Trained Staff Providing  

 Excellent Service 
 Member of the Association of 
     Residential Lettings Agents 
 Competitive Rates 

 

Call 01524 32222 or email us at 
 

lettings@fisherwrathall.co.uk 

 for further information or to arrange your free 
no obligation valuation 

mailto:lettings@fisherwrathall.co.uk
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All joinery work  

Undertaken 
 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 

F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 

01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

 

TAYLORS 
 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 

High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  

9.00am—5.00pm 

Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 
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Leonard Tyrer & Son Ltd 

Joiners 
Established 1954 

All types of joinery work undertaken 
 

Grove Hill, Station Road, Bentham 

Tel 015242 62333 

07780788339 

www.tyrersjoinery.co.uk 

Dementia Awareness 
and Support Afternoon 
By Judith Johnson 

On Saturday September 24th the                     
Ingleborough Team of Churches 
(Bentham, Burton, Ingleton, Chapel-le-
Dale and Thornton) will host an after-
noon for those living with dementia, 
their carers and anyone interested in         
giving support. 

The afternoon will be led by Elizabeth 
Milwain and will provide information,                  
discussion and assistance.  

Come and join us for a relaxed,                   
informative afternoon with afternoon tea 
in the Lower Town Hall in Bentham be-
tween 2 and 4pm. 

For further information please contact: 

Revd Anne Russell 61609 

Judith Johnson 61905 

Hornby Happenings 
By Pat Seber 

Hornby Flower Club: 
I trust that you have had a good summer 
break and are ready to begin a new term 
with the Flower Club.  We have a full 
programme of events starting on Thurs-
day the 15th September at 7.30pm in 
Hornby Institute.  The theme is Surprise 
Package.   Cost £4.00 to include refresh-
ments.  

Come and Sing/Hornby Singers 
Calling all singers whether in the               

bathtub or a more formal setting of a 
choir!!.   

The singing group started in May is 
flourishing with about 20 of us coming          
together to sing on a Tuesday afternoon 
from 1.30pm-3.30pm in Hornby Institute.  
We have enjoyed ourselves so much that 
we have decided to make the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday afternoons a permanent feature 
in our diaries.  

In addition we are offering, as a trial,  
an evening singing group on Tuesday 
20th September from 7.00 to 9.00pm. 
Please come and join us and see if this is 
for you.  Our musical director for both 
groups is Dan Adams from Blackburn.  
The cost for both groups is £4.00 

For more information on either group 
please call Pat on 015242 21449.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
REDHEADS COAL AND GAS 

 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 
All sizes of Bottled Gas delivered 

 

Kindling, Logs, Wood pellets, Prepacked fuel 
Compost and Gro-Bags 

 

We won’t be beaten on  
Price, Quality and Service 

 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

Tel: 015242 41626 
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Fruit & veg, wholefoods and eggs  
20% off cheese on Tuesdays 

Longley farm cream and yoghurts.  
English Lakes Ice cream  

Big range of Hawkshead Relish Jars 
Flowers, plants & gifts 

Tel: 015242 61904 

www.flowerfields.co.uk 

  
 
   

 

LOGS LOGS LOGS 
Kiln Dried Firewood 

Seasoned Logs, Bags or Loads 

Cash and Carry  
Pick up Point 

 

Bentham Road, Ingleton 
 

Call David on:  015242 41521 
Mobile: 07713055404 

MARK WATSON 

HOME & GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE 

 
 

Gardening and landscaping services,  

mowing, strimming. Hedge cutting, fencing, 

paving, turfing and power washing.  

Loft insulating and pointing. 

07759680938   07759680943 

015242 62038 
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Recent Activities of         
The Rotary Club of          
Lunesdale 

By Lilian Barton 

Already the club is well into the second 
month of the new Presidency of Richard 
Parsons. On 7th July members enjoyed a 
visit to Wennington Hall School where we 
were invited to dinner prepared and 
cooked by some of the boys. It was a thor-
oughly enjoyable evening. At the meeting 
on 14th July, Jim Bispham gave a presenta-
tion about his 2,600-mile walk along the 
Continental Divide in North America. Jim 
is a good friend to the club and members 
were pleased to welcome him back.  

Recycling Physiotherapy Equipment: 
Mike Willetts of the Carnforth Rotary Club 
was guest speaker on 4th August to talk 
about PhysioNet. This is a Yorkshire based 
charity which collects used and no longer 
required physiotherapy equipment, includ-
ing wheel chairs, which is then sent to    
developing countries around the world 
where it is distributed to disabled children 
and adults. If you want to find out more 
about this excellent charity, please see 
www.physionet.org.uk 

Efforts To Eradicate Polio:  

As always the club was pleased to attend 
the Lunesdale Agricultural Show held at 
the Rugby Club at Kirkby Lonsdale on 
Tuesday 9th August. This year our stand 

was all about the horrible disease of Polio. 
The club actively supports the international 
campaign, begun in 1985, to eradicate this 
crippling and highly infectious disease 
from the world. It was rife in the 1940s and 
50s until a vaccine was developed in             
America. On display was an iron lung, 
kindly on loan from the Rotary Club of 
Eden and brought to the show by Roger 
Frank. It is a mechanical ventilator that was 
used to maintain breathing following            
paralysis. The Rotary stand at the show 
attracted lots of visitors with many of the 
youngsters thinking that the iron lung was 
a scanner, but they were really interested to 
learn about its use and importance. In 1985 
more than 350,000 children in 125 countries 
were paralysed every year by this deadly 
disease. Over the past 30 years Rotary          
International has contributed over £600 
million to the World Health Organisation’s 
Global Polio Eradication Initiative. In 2015 
there were just 74 cases in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. However the campaign continues 
until there are no more children or adults 
affected. For every £1 donated, the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation will match it 
with £2 more. Many older visitors                  
remembered when the vaccine was               
administered on a cube of sugar! Today we 
are the lucky ones who have been fortunate 
to have this preventative treatment. If you 
would like more information about the 
Rotary Club of Lunesdale, please see 
www.lunesdale.org.uk 
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Events in September 
Town Hall Codes: TB Ballroom LH Lower 
Hall WR Wenningdale Room 
Thu 1st Town Hall, 7-8pm, Boxercise.  
 And every Thurs. TB. 
 7-10pm, High Bentham WI. LH. 
 Looking Well, 2-4pm, Art Shed, 
 Community Art.  And every Thurs. 
Fri 2nd Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, 
 Age Concern.  Louise Pauley 
 Looking Well, 10.30–1pm, Art 
 Skills Development. For details ring 
 62672. And every Fri. 
Sat 3rd Town Hall, 10am-12noon,  
 Church of Good Shepherd Coffee 
 Morning, TB. 
 Looking Well,  12-2pm.  Warm 
 Weekends, soup available.  
 Bentham Footpath Group, 
 Helvellyn (bus), 9 miles, Leaders 
 David Longton & Ed Badley, 61838. 
 See page 37. 
Mon 5th Lairgill Car Park, Meet 9.30am, 
 Walks for Women.  And every Mon. 
 Pioneer Projects, Looking Well,  
 Making Art ring 62672 for details. 
 For those with Memory Loss and 
 their carers.  And every Mon. 
 Pioneer Projects, Looking Well, 
 Carers group 10.15-12.15am. Tel.  
 62672 for details. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Office Open. And every Mon. 
 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Mon. 
 6:15-7:30pm, Tai Chi. Every Mon. 
 Town Hall, 1-3pm, N Y Horizons. 
 And Every Mon.  WR. 
 7-8pm, Boxercise. Every Mon. TB. 
 8.15-9.15pm, Boxercise. And Every 
 Mon. TB. 
 Youth Café, 7pm, Council Meeting. 
 Bentham Methodist Church Hall,  
 10-11:30am, Toddle-in for parents 
 and carers with children 0-4.  And 
 every Mon, £1 per family. 
Tues 6th Pioneer Projects, Looking Well, 
 10.30am, Tuesday@Looking Well 
 Drop-in with art activities and 
 Community Lunch at 1pm. Café 
 and Soup.  And every Tuesday. 

 Pioneer Projects, Looking Well, 
 Writers Group, 11.30-1pm. And 
 every Tues. 
 Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Craft 
 Club. And every Tues. WR. 
 Town Hall, 7-8pm, Aerobics. And 
 every Tues TB. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, 
 Office Open. And every Tues. 
 3.45-9pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Tues. 
 Cedar House School, 6.15-7.45pm 
 Low Bentham Badminton Club. 
 See page 18. 
Wed 7th Pioneer Projects, Looking Well,   
 2-4pm, Art for All. Art Group. And 
 every Wed. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Wed. 
 11:30am-2:15pm, Community Link 
  Café. And every Wed. 
 3.45-8.30pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Wed. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 9.30-
 10.30am, Pilates with Sally Horn. 
 And every Wed. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11:30am, 
 Coffee  Morning. Donations to 
 local charities. And every Wed.  
Thu 8th Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon,  
 Bat’N’Chat.  And every Thurs. 
 1-3.30pm, Piper’s Painters.  And 
 every Thurs. 
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Thurs. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm, 
 Welcome-In.  Dominoes and tea for 
 all ages, for transport contact 
 Anthony 63156.  And 22nd. 
 Town Hall, 9.30-10.30am, Pilates. 
 And every Thurs. LH. 
 Scottish Country Dancing starts in 
 Settle.  And every Thu. Contact 
 Mary Taylor 61672. 
Fri 9th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, 
 Age Concern.  Exercise with Sally 
 Horn 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Fri.  
 4-7pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Fri. 
 Town Hall, 9:30-11am, Little Stars 
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 Toddler Group. And every Fri. 
 8pm, Film Group, ‘Dad’s Army’.  
 T B. See page 29.  
Sat 10th Town Hall, 10am—12noon, 
 Youth Café Coffee Morning. TB. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Book swap. And every 2nd Sat. 
Sun 11th Settle Folly, Heritage Open Day. 
 Free entry. Garden opening  
 See page 8. 
Mon 12th Town Hall, 9:30-11am, Zanna’s 
 Adult  Ballet. And every Mon. LH. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 
  6.15-7.30pm, Springboard for 
 children aged 7-11 years.  And every 
 Mon in term time., 40p per child. 

   BENTHAM NEWS DEADLINE 
Tues 13th 10-11am, Mature Movers.  And 
 every Tues. LH. 
 Methodist Church, 2.15pm, Monthly 
 Bright Hour, Janet Widdess. 
 Bentham Primary School Hall,  
 6-7pm, Yoga. And 20th and 27th. 
 Hornby Inst., 1.30-3.30pm., Come 
 and Sing.  And 27th.  See  page 27. 
Wed 14th Scottish Country Dancing starts in 
 Ingleton. And every Wed. Contact 
 Mary Taylor 61672. 
 Ingleton Community Centre 
 10am-12 noon, CAB. And  28th.  
Thu 15th Victoria Inst., 7.30pm, WI  
 Bentham Footpath Group,  Caton 
 Moor, 7 miles, Leaders Cherith 
 Metcalfe and June Hewitt, 61742.  
 See page 37. 
 Hornby Inst., 7.30 pm, Flower 
 Club. See page 27. 
Fri 16th Masonic Lodge, 10am- 2.30pm,  
 Age Concern. Card Bingo. 
 Lairgill, 8.30-11am, waste paper 

 collection in aid of NSPCC.             
 Methodist Church Hall, 6-7pm, 
 Yoga. And 23rd and 30th. 
 Town Hall, 7-10pm, LASRUG AGM. 
Sat 17th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, 
 Pet Rescue Coffee Morning, TB. 
Tues  20th Hornby Inst., 7-9pm, trial of 
 Come and Sing.  See page 27. 
Fri 23rd Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30 pm, 
 Age Concern.  Fylde and Wyre DVD 
Wed 21st Pioneer Projects, Looking Well,  
 8-9.30pm, Singing for All re-starts.   
 See page 45. 
Sat 24th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, 
 Tatham Fells Coffee Morning. TB. 
 7.30-11pm, Ballroom, Jive and Line 
 dancing (Big G Dance) Bring drinks. 
 St John’s, 2-4pm, Dementia Awareness 
 Support Afternoon LH, Galley.  
 See page 27. 
  Bentham Footpath Group, Barbon,  
 7.5 miles, Leader Sue King, 41523.   
 See page 37. 
 Methodist Church Hall, Harvest 
 Ceilidh, tickets from church  members. 
 All welcome. 
Mon 26th Methodist Church, 7.30pm, 
 Ewecross Historical, David Alder 
 Talk on 500 years of Royal Mail. 
Wed 28th Bentham Footpath Group, 
 Clifford Hall, 4.5 miles, Leader David 
 Fisher 61449.  Low Bentham  CP 
 9.30am. See  page 37.     
Fri 30th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Jean Gathergood— Working 
 for Red Cross. 
 BENTHAM NEWS IS PUBLISHED 
Sat 1st Oct Town Hall, 10am-12noon, 
 Bowling Club Coffee Morning. TB. 

 

Bentham News is published at New House, Mewith Lane, Bentham, by an editorial committee             

consisting of Shirley Brown, Kathleen Kelly, Ros Lloyd, Howard Matthew, Peter Phillips, Jane               
Proctor, Richard Wallace, Pam Woof, and Denise Henshaw—co-ordinator, who can be contacted on 

015242 61515. Emma Greenep works alongside Denise administering the advertising side of the paper 
and can be reached on ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk.  Every effort is made to ensure that information 

contained in the paper is correct, however Bentham News is an open access paper and views and 
opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editorial committee. The committee reserves the 

right to edit contributions. We are willing to withhold names on request, but names, addresses and 
telephone numbers must accompany  all  items  for publication. Please hand in to the Gallery, Station 

Road or email to info@thebenthamnews.co.uk. Copy deadline is 12 September for the October              
edition.  We aim to acknowledge all emails, if you do not receive a reply to an email, please contact us 

again, as it may not have been received. 


