
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Two New Firefighters 
Read about Lisa, Bentham’s first female firefighter, and Connor, 
Bentham’s youngest firefighter, on pages 2 and 3. 
Photos of Lisa Guy and Connor Abbott by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging  
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Firefighters Have Cause To Celebrate (Four Times!) 
By Shirley Brown 

Bentham News was invited to join the Bentham firefighters for one of their regular             
Monday evening training sessions in December, and the reason for the invitation was that 
they had four things to celebrate. 

Firstly, in December 1976 a 21 year old Geoff Blackwell began his career as a Bentham 
Firefighter, and 40 years on he’s still there. Such long service is an extremely rare event, 
and his presentation plaque read: “In recognition of 40 years dedication to the                    
community as a member of the Fire and Rescue Service”. We are pleased to report that 
Geoff is not retiring, he still enjoys what he does and wants to hand on his skills and              
experience to the new recruits. 

Which brings me to the second cause for celebration: Richard Blackwell’s dedication in 
his role as Recruitment Champion for our retained firefighters. Through his efforts he has 
engaged and supported over 20 prospective candidates since 2015, five of whom have          
successfully completed the recruitment process resulting in an increase in the staffing at 
Bentham from five to ten. He achieved this at a time when, in May 2016, he also became a 
father to his first child, the gorgeously named Grace Kelly Blackwell. 

Among these new recruits are our third and fourth causes for celebration, namely             
Connor Abbott and Lisa Guy. Connor is the first signed up recruit to come through the 
first ever ‘Young Firefighters’ course. At age 18 he can’t stop smiling, having achieved his 
dream of wanting to be a firefighter. He loves every minute, feels he’s joined a ‘second 
family’ and is learning new skills all the time. There’s always something different going on 

Above l to r: Simon Render (Station Manager Craven Area), Richard Blackwell, Connor Abbott,              
Jez Rushworth (Assistant Chief Fire Officer), Geoff Blackwell, Lisa Guy and Phil Whild (Group                   
Manager, Harrogate and Craven District).  Opposite: See photo of 7 year old Lisa top left and Geoff 
Blackwell, right. Firefighters below l to r: Rory Chapman, Connor Abbott, Andy Plimmer, Lisa Guy, Tim 
Reid and Thomas Brown.  Pictures by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging. 
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and it’s a 
brilliant job 
that he’s 
proud to do. 
His other job 
is a car          
mechanic, so 
no doubt 
some of the 
skills he 
learns at the 
garage will 
help him at 
the fire             
station. 

Another 
new recruit 
who can’t 
stop smiling 
is Lisa! She wanted to be a firefighter since she was a little girl (see photo, above, of 7 year 
old Lisa at Burton Gala dressed as a firefighter). Two important men in her family have 
been firefighters, her granddad Jim Guy and also Richard Knowles (both of whom Geoff 
remembers working with). She told me that although the job does require strength and 
fitness, there’s no reason why women can’t do it. Because it is about looking after people, 
it is extremely rewarding, more so than her other job as a cleaner at Wennington Hall 
School. Despite having two children, Harry 12 (who is really proud of his mum) and Alfie 
1, she decided to “just get on and do it”, and she’s grateful for the amazing support and 
encouragement she’s had from her partner Will.  

The fire station was buzzing with  activity with morale high among the 10 firefighters, 
although there’s always room for more. It’s not about the money, but our firefighters do 
get a retainer, plus paid courses, plus an hourly rate when there is a call out. The next 
Junior Firefighters course for 14-18 year olds, starts in September 2017, so if you want to 
find out more ring Richard on 015242-64207, or Geoff on 015242-61228, or call in at the 
Bentham Fire Station any Monday evening between 7pm and 9pm. 
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Christmas At the Auction Mart 
Photos by Allan Hartley, this page clockwise 
from above:- Rachel Whitfield of ’Rachel in the 
Dales Pottery’; Abigail Clay of ‘So Sweet Pea 
Designs’; Clare Noblet of ‘Whin Yeats Dairy’; 
Michelle Hodgson of ‘Studio 42’, Chloe              
Preston of ‘Booking Beautiful’ and Andrea                  
Armstrong of ’Don’t Mind if I Do’ . 
Clockwise opposite from top left: Angela              
Danskin of Oakroyd Bakery;  Chris the Elf,    
Zunya Davis (doll outfits);  Nativity scene l to 
r front Martin Leeming, Elizabeth Owen, Josh 
Dennis, Pearl Woolerton and Esther Dennis. 
Back Abigail Townsend,  Harriet Clay and 
Geoff Lawson; Charlotte Ormondroyd left 
with  Val Lawson centre  and Sarah Wallbank 
right; Esther Dennis as Mary sat on Tinker 
Bell the Donkey and Joshua Dennis as Joseph 
in the interactive nativity. See report page  6. 
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Seven Cattle Sold For Over 
£2,000 At Christmas Show  
Articles on this page are adapted from press 
releases by Charlotte Ormondroyd, Marketing                       
Administrator Richard 
Turner & Son 

As usual the Christmas 
show at Bentham’s               
Auction Mart lived up to 
expectations with a superb 
selection of top quality 
pedigree and commercial 
cattle. A youthful combina-
tion of judges, Andrew 
Townsend of Burnley and 
Joe Wannop of                      
Morecambe, sorted out 
extremely competitive 
show classes with                  
efficiency and expertise, 
awarding the champion prize to Francis and 
David Wright of Berryholme near           
Kendal for their pedigree heifer, who was 
purchased by the judge, Joe Wannop, for 
the day’s top price of £2,650. 

   Reserve champion prize was awarded 
to Robert and Elaine Butterfield of Bentham 
for their pedigree cow “Ingleview Barb 
Glauco VG85”, who was later purchased by 
judge, Andrew Townsend, for £2,520. They 
also sold another pedigree heifer, 
“Ingleview Zoltec Buttergirl 288”, for £2,150. 
Altogether seven cattle sold for over £2,000 
and the auctioneer reported: “an excellent 
trade overall resulting in a complete clear-
ance, with Friesian type cattle being very 
well sought  after. 

£590 for the Bentham                  
Christmas Calf Champion  
There was a fantastic show of calves at             
Bentham Auction’s Christmas Show, kindly 
judged by Chris Baxter of Leeds. Taking the 
Champion rosette was last year’s winner 
and regular vendor, Ken Polkinghorne of 
Eldroth. This cracking 37-day-old heifer was 
first in the British Blue Heifer class and later 
went on to sell for the day’s top price of 
£590 to Isaac and Robert Woodhouse of 

Roeburndale, to be reared for future                 
breeding. 

Regular vendors Pamela and Steven          
Parker of Bentham’s British Blue Heifers 
were well bid for realising £500 and £460.     

J & N Ashton of Bentham’s 
Black and White Show 
calves reached £152 for first 
place and £132 for second 
place. Thanks to all vendors 
and buyers for supporting 
Bentham at both the Christ-
mas Show and throughout 
the year. 

Successful Auction 

Mart Christmas 
Market  
This year Bentham Auction 
Mart hosted their very first 
Christmas Market in the 

Mart, this was held on Friday 2nd and           
Saturday 3rd December in conjunction with 
Bentham’s Late Night Christmas Shopping 
event.  See pages 4 and 5. 

Lots of beautiful hand crafted items and 
local food produce were available to                 
sample and purchase.  

A superb Hog Roast, pasties and                 
sausages kept the crowds warm and full, 
with the team from Bentham Auction            
serving mince pies, Christmas cake and 
mulled wine to really get everyone into the 
festive mood.  

Running throughout the event was an 
interactive nativity which saw children and 
adults getting in touch with the true origin 
of Christmas. 

A great time was had by all who                 
attended, with Bentham Auction raising  
over £200 for the Air Ambulance and           
Cancer Research UK. The stall holders at the 
Christmas Market between them                
contributed to hampers which will be given 
to two local families for Christmas. 

Thank you to all of those who visited us 
this year, watch this space for our return 
next year! 

L to r, Will Alexander (Auctioneer), 

Chris Baxter (Judge), Dugdales                

Representative (Sale Day Sponsor), 

and Ken Polkinghorne (Vendor) 
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Exciting New Enterprise Where 
“Tooby’s” Used “To Be” 
By Richard Wallace 

When I read  (in what had been Tooby's window) a bold 
sign saying ‘Signage and Graphics’ I was curious; then even 
more curious when the adjacent window showed the words 
‘The Art Block’.  I wondered just what kind of enterprise was behind this new frontage. 

It's easy to go in and find out. You then see that a very large space has been created,           
partly to accommodate the equipment needed for the production of all sorts of signage, but 
also to show some interesting artwork, which could become part of your home. Andy heads 
the signage enterprise, while Paul makes unusual and eye-catching furniture. Both come 
from West Yorkshire. Andy reckoned he had had enough of commuting from Ingleton, so 
the space vacated by Tooby's was the ideal setting for him to establish a creative and very               
organised production line. I am not sure just how big Gracie Fields' Aspidistra was; but 
‘Yorkshire Dales Signage’ has, among things, a laminator that looks as though it must be 
about the biggest. 

As you enter you see on the right Paul's carefully crafted tables and chairs. The texture 
and finish of the wood is a special feature so there are clear signs saying 'Please Touch'. You 
can also see some bottles made into lamps (sometimes it is a gin bottle) and you could              
always take your favourite bottle in to be converted. So this new business in Bentham is a 
combination of a quirky art block with a highly organised production line whose                     
handiwork can be seen locally - outside Bentham Golf Club and on vehicles large and small, 
for example on the sides of Bibby's Coaches. Andy and Paul are ready to oblige and deal 
efficiently with a great variety of orders, e.g. shop signage, vehicle graphics, stationery and 
labels, pavement signs, banners ............. 

Sometimes what replaces an empty shop front does not last very long, but this should be 
an enterprise that becomes an established part of Bentham. 

Photos by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging of below left Dunstan Low and right Andy Wallis of            
Yorkshire Dales Signage & Graphics; middle and above, Paul Calvert of The Art Block 
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Poem Specially Written To Celebrate  
30 Years Of  Bentham News 
Composed And Read By Olive Calverley At BN's Anniversary Tea 
Party In November 
 

Congratulations Bentham News  
 
Raise your hands and give a cheer. Bentham News is 30 this year. 

Each month, coming, without fail; through the door or in the mail – 

Publication never stops, it’s even available in some shops! 
Read it through, or, when you choose - all appreciate Bentham News! 

Diary Page – it’s good to know what is happening, where to go. 

Coffee Mornings: Children’s Clubs: History Evenings: Quizzes in 
Pubs; 
Gardening Pages; Nature Notes; Council Meetings and their votes! 

W.I. and Church News Pages, Memories of Bygone Ages: 

War Tributes to friends who’ve gone; tearful thoughts for everyone. 

Carnivals and Bentham Show – Railway Journeys; Firework Glow. 

Market in Low Bentham Street – bargains there and friends to meet. 

News of Sports Success and School – Football news; Cricket and Pool. 

Poems always much enjoyed; Film Shows, and Bad News one can’t 
avoid. 

Queen Elizabeth’s Special Year; All God’s Blessings be with Her. 

Pictures too, so fresh and bright, front and back page – such a sight. 

Adverts too can coloured be, standing out for all to see. 

Thanks to each committee member, delivery folk we must remember 

Looking out for all the News – there’s so much, one has to choose. 

Personal Letters find a space – Special Events all find a place 
To the printer one fine day – checked to see that all’s OK. 

So, once more, a big Thank You – to each one - Yes – You and You. 
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Will Our Post Office Close Soon? 
By Lin Barrington   linbarrington@live.co.uk    015242 61034 

If you were in the queue for Christmas posting at Bentham Post Office last month, you’ll 
be in no doubt of the need for a Post Office for the Bentham area. This must be one of the 
busiest shops in Bentham, if not the whole neighbourhood. 

As well as buying stamps and sending parcels, we use the Post Office for withdrawing 
money, renewing our car tax, paying bills, communicating 
with our banks since the closure of HSBC and Natwest, 
purchasing foreign currency, and getting a wide range of 
services, advice and information from the friendly and 
helpful staff who have a wealth of knowledge and                 
experience.   

If you read Postmaster David Alder’s ‘Post Office News’ 
in December’s BN, you will have noted that David said 
‘My own position is that my provisional resignation date is 
31st March 2017 and I do not intend to stay in business 
after that date.’ 

It is five years since David first notified the Post Office that he intended to retire, and 
as we know there have been protracted but ultimately unsuccessful negotiations for the 
Bentham Post Office to be relocated to the Bentham SPAR shop.  

From January 2012, all the Post Offices in the country were reclassified into new            
categories. Bentham Post Office was not classified either as a Main Post Office or a 
‘Community Post Office’ but as a Local (Plus) Office. This meant that David couldn’t sell 
the Post Office as a going concern because the national Post Office has said that it is not 
viable as a business on its own -  it needs to be attached to an existing viable business.  
Perhaps it would be possible, even at this late stage, to reclassify Bentham’s Post Office so 
that it would get better support from the Post Office nationally? 

David has had meetings with a number of Post Office representatives over recent 
years, and has been waiting patiently for a positive outcome, but time is running out. 

In the last few years Post Offices have closed in many neighbouring villages, so it’s 
certainly not impossible that ours might 
close too, and if the Post Office closes it 
will make a real difference to the vibran-
cy and activity in the town.  Closure 
would also massively affect the many 
local businesses who sell their goods on 
the internet and make daily trips to the 
Post Office with dozens of parcels. 

   We may only have three months to 
save our Post Office, so we need to make 
our voices heard now and tell the Post 
Office management that a solution needs 
to be found, and quickly!  

Please help by e-mailing comments@postoffice.co.uk or writing to Post Office Ltd,              
Network Transformation Engagement Team, 159 Clapham High St., London SW4 7SS. 

The more e-mails and letters we send, the more likely it is that Bentham will rise 
to the top of the Post Office officials’ in-tray!   
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The Open Wheel West            
Riding Classic 2017 

By Michael McSherry 

In 2010, my brother Brendan and I entered 
a sportive with some friends in the Peak 
District. It was really good but we thought 
we could organise a better event in our 
beautiful home county. So we did. Every 
April since then we’ve held The Open 
Wheel West Riding Classic sportive in 

Clapham and we’re 
now in our 7th year. 
It starts and finishes 
at Clapham Village 
Hall and there are 
three routes to 
choose from: Short 
(33 miles), Long (65 

miles) and Extra Long (75 miles). The next 
event is Saturday 22nd April 2017 and 
costs £30 to enter. 

A sportive is an organised, non-
competitive cycle ride. Essentially, it’s the 
cycling equivalent of a 10k run, half-
marathon or marathon. The routes are 
signed and there is first aid support, a 
sweeper van (that picks up anyone who has 
given up), a timing system, mechanical 
support and – most importantly of all – a 
feed station. Many cyclists will enter             
dozens of sportives a year to improve their 
bicycle fitness. 

Analogue Cycling – our ride is fairly 
low-tech, each rider gets a race card and 
manually clocks out and in. Times are hand 
written in the Official Open Wheel Timing 
Book which has all the times for all riders 
over the years and can be browsed at the 
start/finish station.  

Feed Station with No Litter and No 
Gels - typically at a sportive feed-station, 
riders will have access to scientifically test-
ed carbohydrate gels, carbohydrate drinks, 
jelly sweets and soreen cake. Often routes 
can be covered in the litter from cyclists’ 
energy products. However, we provide 
proper homemade food such as soup,             
Barwise’s bread, unlimited tea and coffee       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and Maggie McSherry’s famous              
parkin. Last year the brilliant Mandy Booth 
of Simply Delicious ran the feed-station for 
us and I’m pleased to confirm that she will 
be doing it again this year. 

E-Bikes Allowed! We think everyone 
can enjoy cycling and our long-term goal is 
to make our event free-to-enter. We can’t 
do that yet but are expanding the categories 
and this year are inviting riders of electric 
assisted bikes to enter for the first time.            
E-bikes will be able to enter the 33-mile 
route alongside the other riders. We believe 
we are the first sportive to welcome e-bikes. 

Two Good Causes – Cave Rescue: each 
year, the Cave Rescue Organisation                
provides first aid cover for our event. In 
return we will donate £5 from every ticket 
to CRO. Cave Rescue are a volunteer Cave 
and Mountain rescue group based in            
Clapham and provide vital help to walkers, 
climbers, cavers, bikers and farmers in the 
Dales. Goma Cycling Club – recently there 
was an article in The Guardian called               
‘I only dream of bicycles’ about a fantastic 
cycling club in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC). Inspired by the article I           
contacted the journalist who in turn put me 
in touch with Guy who runs the club and 
funds their activities himself. As a result of 
our conversation we are now also donating 
£5 from each ticket to this club. Information 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/
nov/15/i-only-dream-of-bicycles-the-drc-
cycling-club-offering-hope-and-breakfast   

Volunteers – this is a fun day and             
volunteers get well looked after, so if you’d 
like to help please check the website 
www.theopenwheel.com, or email Michael 
or Brendan:- michael@theopenwheel.com                          
brendan@theopenwheel.com 
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Waste Not Want Not 
By Jane Proctor 

Things that we unthinkingly discard can 
sometimes be turned into cash by others, 
and in the last couple of weeks I have been 
introduced to two such things. 

Used postage stamps 
Many of you will be aware that                     

Grahame, Felicity Hey’s late husband, 
suffered from Corticobasal degeneration, 
which, in common with Progressive              
Supranuclear Palsy (PSP), is a Parkinson’s 
like neurological condition caused by the 
premature loss of nerve cells in certain parts 
of the brain. Over time it leads to difficulties 
in balance, movement, vision, speech and                  
swallowing. It is a progressive disease and 
there is no cure. The PSP Association is             
dedicated to funding research into the             
causes with a view to improving treatment 
and hopefully someday finding a cure, and 
one way of fund raising is collecting used 
stamps. To donate your used stamps, please 
leave no more than 1cm of envelope around 
each stamp and do not trim too close to 
avoid damaging perforations. If you give 
Felicity a ring on 015242-98811 she will          
arrange collection and forward them to PSP 
Association.          

Waste paper and card  
The Friends of Settle Swimming Pool 

have long collected waste card and paper to 
supplement the funds of Settle Community 

Swimming Pool. The 
pool no longer              
receives any funding 
from the local                 
authority and needs to 
be entirely   financially 
self funding, and the 
sale of waste paper and 

card is a valuable source of revenue. Many 
Benthamers frequently travel to Settle to 
work or shop, and, following the decision 
of NSPCC to cease the ‘Lairgill collections’, 
some of you may have been looking for an 
alternative cause to donate your waste               
paper and card to. The recycling facility is 
in the car park of the swimming pool, and 
you cannot miss it. It is open Monday – 
Friday from 9.00am-12 noon and 2.00pm – 
4.00pm in winter, and on Saturday                  
mornings from 9.00am –12 noon. 

For both PSP             
Association and Settle 
Community Swimming 
Pool it is a case of every 
little helps! 

Learn to Drive with  

Sally Moore 
 

Your local, friendly  

Instructor 
 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 
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January Garden 
By Joyce Knapp 
As we turn over the page 
onto another year, we can 
also look forward to a new 
“gardening year”  as the 
days are already starting to 
lengthen and many plants respond by           
poking their heads tentatively through the 
surface of the soil.  First to appear may be 
bulbs, such as the brilliant white snow-
drops, followed closely by the vivid yellow 
of winter aconites.  Then we may notice the 
tips of daffodils creeping through the soil, 
very cleverly hesitating in their upward 
growth each time we experience a                   
particularly cold spell of weather, so as not 
to succumb to any hard frosts.  Alongside 
these hardy little bulbs, some early                    
perennials will spring back into life and 
they are usually led by the deep purple/
pink flowers of Pulmonaria, which are soon 
accompanied by their backdrop of lightly 
mottled leaves.  The only drawback to 
growing this plant is that, soon after               
flowering, its leaves will develop a form of 
mildew that make them appear quite               
unsightly.  The answer is simply to cut 
them all off near the base, also removing 
spent flower heads so as to reduce self-
seeding, and thereby encouraging the plant 
to produce a new set of fine leaves for the 
coming summer months.  Even though 
many other perennials do not flower until a 
little later in the season, many of them 
begin back into growth, developing their 
leaves in readiness and these are often led 
by the bright green, shapely leaves of              
Ladies Mantle.    

The adverse weather conditions we 
sometimes experience in January may              
provide us with a “gap” in outdoor                 
activities in our gardens that can be filled 
by spending a little time planning for the 
coming season.  If we are fortunate enough 
to have a vegetable plot, we can spend time 
mulling over seed catalogues and searching 
out local suppliers of seeds, seed potatoes 
and onion and shallot sets.  The main             
considerations are “what does my family 
prefer to eat?” and then “what grows well 

in our part of the country?” 
and finally “what will grow 
well in my soil and                    
in the prevailing weather                 
conditions?”  Once we have 
put all these considerations 
together, we can venture 
forth and start buying our 

seeds, often guided in our choice by the 
people who sell us the supplies. 

If we do get a few sunny but frosty days, 
we can use them to burn any woody                  
trimmings that may have accumulated 
since autumn, but, be warned, it is not a 
good time to trim any shrubs or trees            
during frosty weather as this can lead to 
irreparable damage to the plants.   
 

Nature 
Notes 
By David Fisher 
During the day-
time I have 
seen recently 
on the apple tree in our back garden two 
tree-creepers and a group of around six 
long-tailed tits on the suet feeders. The 
leaves have now completely fallen off the 
trees but berries are left, a food source for 
the birds during the hard times ahead. Win-
ter is definitely here. Wildlife is more visi-
ble now than at any other time of the year 
as the trees are bare and there are fewer 
places to hide. Spiders are about the only 
insects present, and they spin their webs 
waiting in anticipation for their prey. 
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High Bentham 
By Wendy Dowbiggin 

The ladies of High Bentham WI 
had a wonderful start to                   
Christmas with a delicious 
Christmas dinner at the Horse 
and Farrier. Turkey and all the 
trimmings, or, if you preferred, roast beef or 
salmon, followed by sumptuous desserts. At 
the end of the evening we 
had a visit from Father 
Christmas who gave each 
lady a gift.  

Barbara Shuttleworth 
presented Joni Weekley 
with a gift voucher, as she 
was the winner of most 
competitions throughout 
the year. Many thanks to 
Sue and her staff at the 
Horse and Farrier for 
making us so welcome. 

Our next meeting is on the 5th of January 
with Cecile Nock.  Visitors are always            
welcome. 

Low Bentham 
By Pam Warbrick 

At our November  meeting entitled ‘Stress-
free desserts for Christmas’ the very                 
vivacious and enthusiastic Alessandra Toft 
from Burton-in-Lonsdale gave us a                   
demonstration of her cold sweets: an             
uncooked cheesecake using lime jelly and 
lots of fresh lemon juice and a zabaglione, 
which we sampled accompanied by almond 
biscuits.  Delicious! 

On November 18th we were invited to a 
discount shopping event at Watershed Mill, 
which gave us the  opportunity to take 
some of the 
stress out of 
Christmas                  
shopping by 
doing a little 
in advance. 

On the 4th 
of December 
our Group 

Carol Service took place at St 
Mary’s church, Ingleton.  Low          
Bentham’s contribution was in the 
capable hands of Jacqui van Ryssel, 
who gave a humorous version of a            
supposed BBC report on the              
outbreak of the ‘Advent Virus’. 
Symptoms included sudden acts of                 

kindness, helping strangers and putting 
others before self. Keep a look out; it could 
be coming your way, but there will be no 
bad side effects. 

    Our final event of 2016 will be a                   
Christmas lunch at the Bridge Inn at                  
Tatham.  
 

Tatham Fells 
By Mary Taylor 

Margaret McIntosh, President of Tatham 
Fells Women’s Institute, welcomed                
members and guest speaker Andrew Lowe 
from Kendal to the meeting held in the Old 
School on Tuesday 8th November. Andrew, 
who had worked for the National Park for 
many years, had taken many photographs 
to enhance his talk, 
“Inside a Lakeland            
Farmhouse”.  During his             
varied talk he showed 
evidence of the fireplace 
with very wide canopied 
chimney for smoking 
meat; this was always at 
the gable end with a heck 
or screen to prevent 
draught from the door 
and a fire window at the 
side. The fire was never 
allowed to go out, and if 
it ever did, fire was 
brought from a relative to 
relight it. The speaker’s 
slides showed how             
houses changed through 
the ages from the first 
stone built house in the 
16th century to the             
present day, when there 
is often a wood burning 
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stove in the fireplace.                  
Andrew banished the myth 
that the reused beams and 
wood in houses came from 
ships; he said that the reused 
wood was from earlier                
wooden houses, as the cost of 
moving timbers from the 
ports would have been             
prohibitive. One of the               
highlights of Andrew’s slides was a large 
bread or clap cupboard for storing oat bread 
through the winter; the last one was made 
in 1735.  

The speaker judged the competition for a              
candlestick; winners were  Sue Dodgson, 
Louise Kitchen and Kath Dickinson. The 
evening concluded with refreshments             
provided by Sara Mason and Mary Taylor. 

 

 

Don’t forget the Bentham News deadline            

date is 12th of January  for the  February  

edition. 
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Special Workshop For Young Children 
By Rachel Casper (Children and Young People’s worker for SELFA) 

Skipton Extended Learning For All (SELFA) is a local children’s charity. 
Its vision is of a community where vulnerable, disadvantaged and disa-
bled children and young people can experience happiness and belong-
ing. It provides holiday clubs, after-school clubs, trips and residentials, 
and has now been running a new youth group for a whole term! The 
children have participated in baking, music and various sports activi-
ties. After Christmas they are looking forward to a visit from the Owl Sanctuary and 
spending time outside when the weather warms up. They are all looking forward to a 
trip to the pantomime in December and other outdoor adventures in 2017.  

The next primary aged workshop is a music workshop and will be running on the 20th 
December from 10am-2pm at Bentham Primary School. Here children will be creating 
their own music with a range of instruments and learning some basic music theory. It 
promises to be a fun-filled day! 

   SELFA work on a referral basis, 
so if you think your child may be 
eligible please see our website for 
further details: www.selfa.org.uk 
or call us on 01756 706384.  
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 December Town Council 
By Lin Barrington 

This was a short meeting, lasting only 47 
minutes – a record? 

Cllrs Adams, Handford, Townson, 
Bridgeman, Stannard and Taylor attended, 
along with District Cllr Thompson and 
three members of the public. 

New Councillor Needed 

Since Cllr Faichney has been unable to 
attend meetings for some time, he has 
stepped down, and a new Cllr will be              
appointed.  So if you would like to become 
a Town Cllr, now’s your chance! Get in 
touch with the Town Clerk on 015242 
62587, or speak to one of the other Cllrs.  It 
is likely that the new Cllr will be co-opted 
at the February Town Council meeting.  

Police Report 

No police officers were able to come to 
the meeting, so a written report had been 
sent. 65 incidents had been reported, a 
mixture of road traffic collisions, thefts, 
and assaults.  

County Council Report 

Cllr David Ireton was unable to attend, 
but sent a report asking for the Town 
Council’s thoughts on whether Council 
Tax should be increased to enable a 2% 
additional spend on Adults’ Social Care.  
The Town Cllrs didn’t express a strong 
opinion, but the general feeling was that it 
is important to maintain our level of social 
care. 

Cllr Ireton had also obtained a map of 
the ownership of the land around the 
Horse and Farrier, where parking has been 
causing a problem to pedestrians. It seems 
that the land does not belong to the                 
County Council, so they are unable to           
impose restrictions.  

District Council Report 

Cllr Thompson told us that Cllr Carl Lis 
(who represents Ingleton) will be leading a 
campaign on behalf of the District Council 
to improve environmental awareness. So 
we should expect to see information in the 
press and social media about how to            

prevent flytipping, dog fouling and               
littering, and there will be increased 
attempts to catch offenders in the act by 
using CCTV and increased patrolling. 

No Roadside Parking at the Primary 
School 

Restrictions on roadside parking are 
being put in place at the Primary School, 
so from 8.30-9.30am and 3-5pm Monday to 
Friday no parking will be allowed at the 
School roadside.  Lines will be painted at 
the roadside in the New Year, but the            
restrictions came into force at the                   
beginning of December. 

Hedge Clippings Low Bentham Road 

There have been complaints that hedge 
clippings have been left on the pavement 
between the Primary School and Low          
Bentham, leaving the pavement messy for 
pedestrians and potentially damaging to 
pooches’ paws. 

Cllrs have discovered that neither            
contractors nor landowners are obliged to 
clear up the cuttings, but the Council will 
check exactly which hedges are being            
referred to and politely ask the landowner 
if they would tidy up after cutting. 

Auction Mart Traffic at Mount Pleasant 

Because of the damage to the cottage at 
the Mount Pleasant entrance to the Mart, 
the Auction Mart has been in touch with 
the Town Council to say that access to the 
Mart via the Mount Pleasant entrance has 
never been restricted: NYCC requested 
that it be open and also provided the             
signage.  The Auction Mart has been in 
touch with NYCC to request that the               
signage be changed in order to direct 
traffic to the entrance opposite Robin Lane. 

CCTV at the Town Hall 

The Cllrs agreed to spend about £2,000 
on CCTV for the Town Hall. The Town 
Hall is often open with no staff or Cllrs 
present because the toilets are open most 
days, and the entrance is used for warmth 
and shelter by people in the winter and in 
bad weather, so the Cllrs felt it was a good 
idea to monitor the building. 
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Your Letters 
Dear Bentham News 

Bentham Town Council would like 
to offer its congratulations to the 
Bentham News committee for reaching 30 
years of publication. To keep a local                
publication going for so long with                 
continued enthusiasm and commitment is 
no mean feat, and Bentham News is now 
bigger and better than ever! Indeed it is the 
‘go-to’ document for information on so 
much that happens in the town, which must 
be the ultimate accolade to you the                  
organising committee. 

Well done – and long may it continue. 

Yours sincerely 

Jo Burton (Town Clerk) 

 

Dear BN, 

Do people realise that B4RN’s hyperfast 
fibre broadband has now arrived in                
Bentham? We’re now connected up on 
Highfield Terrace, Low Bentham with 850 
Mbps download and 920 Mbps upload 
speeds. B4RN is able to supply such a high 
speed service at a fraction of what it would 
normally cost because it is community 
owned and run very much by volunteers. It 
doesn’t advertise instead relying on word of 
mouth. We’ve dispensed with our copper 
wire landline phone line and its associated 
monthly rental, instead having a virtual 
‘landline’ phone number over the internet 
that seems clearer than the old phone line.  

For anyone interested ideally find out 
first how many of your neighbours are also 
interested, because it makes more sense to 
connect up a group of houses at one time, 
then contact B4RN via www.b4rn.org.uk or 
phone 01524 555887. 

Peter Lennard, Low Bentham 

 

Dear BN 

The morning of Monday 5th December was 
one of those days where you wish you had 
your camera in your pocket because                
Cleveland Square, Grasmere Drive car parks 

and Main Street were jammed with 
cars to an extent I have never seen 
before. Six cars were parked down 
the centre of Grasmere Road car 
park making it difficult for others 

to manoeuvre their vehicles away from the 
marked bays around the perimeter. 

Looking round it struck me that the           
situation could be improved drastically if 
cars were parked sensibly.  Over and over 
again vehicles were left five or six feet away 
from the neighbouring vehicle leaving a 
substantial gap but one not large enough for 
another car to use. The situation was made 
worse by what appears to be the almost 
permanent presence of a camper van and a 
caravan despite the notices forbidding           
permanent parking on both High and Low 
Bentham car parks.   

If everyone parked considerately, freeing 
up parking space, it may encourage                
shoppers and visitors to come to Bentham 
and use our shops and facilities that provide 
such an excellent service. 

David Johnson, Low Bentham 
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People Page 
Charity Thanks 
Mary, Carol and Mags would like to say a 
BIG THANK YOU TO EVERYONE who 
supported and donated to the Rosemere 
Cancer Foundation.The figure raised to 
date is £1,180 with more collection boxes 
still to be counted. 
The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 
Many thanks to all the pubs and shops who 
hosted our Poppy Appeal displays last         
November. Thanks also to the generosity 
of the Bentham people - through these 
collection points, £966.39 has been             
donated and this has been forwarded to 
the Poppy Appeal.  
A table top sale and a Christmas Fair 
were held at the Victoria Institute           
recently. Both made a good profit of 
£368.74 and £453.51. Thanks must go to 
the volunteers, donors, and the                           
community. We are very grateful for all 
the time and effort you give. Look out for 
our 2017 list of events. 
Diane Paget, Secretary 
Bentham Pet Rescue would like to thank 
everyone who bought tickets for our 
Christmas raffle which raised almost 
£500.  The winners of the hampers were 
Joan Proctor of Rathmell, Ms Semple of 
Settle, Glennis McMahon of Clapham and 
C Thompson. 
Many thanks, Sue Arnott 
Bentham Agricultural Society wishes to 
thank everyone who supported their               
annual coffee morning in Bentham Town 
Hall on 26th November, which raised 
£377. A Hanson won the fruit cake              
competition, F Unsworth and M Lawson 
won the lucky square competition. A huge 
thank you from the committee to all those 
who helped to make it a great success. 
Melling St Wilfrid CE Primary School 
PTA would like to say a huge thank you to 
all the businesses in Bentham who             
supported us & donated prizes towards 
our Christmas Raffle. It was much                
appreciated. 
Many thanks, Michelle Wright 

Personal Thanks 

Thank you to everyone in Bentham, friends 
and neighbours, for all the words of comfort 
and offers of help received after the recent 
loss of my beloved Mary. Also to Fr. Frank 
and Fr. Paul for a wonderful Service                 

remembering her love of church and family. 
Thanks to James Macdonald for the                
dignified funeral and the staff of the Coach 
House for the amazing spread laid out for 
everyone afterwards. We have lived in            
Bentham now for 20 years this December -    
I cannot think of a better place. 

Peter Phillips 

 

Grahame Hey of Old Pottery Barn,  

Bentham 

Felicity and her family wish to thank the 
many people who were involved with               
Grahame’s care, and those who attended the 
Service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving 
and all who have been so kind and                   
supportive since. We chose to live in               
Bentham 22 years ago, so will always be “off 
cumdons” but if we had lived here for              
generations we could not have been               
embraced by the warmth and protection of 
the Bentham community any better than we 
have been. Thank you all so very, very 
much. 

 

Edith Fox,  1932 – 2016 

Timothy, Susan & Charles, Jonathan &           
Maxine (c/o 40 Lakeber Avenue) and Edith’s 
sister Nancy thank the people of Bentham 
for your wonderful support, love and             
prayers in these last few weeks.  Edith died 
at St John’s hospice on Friday 2nd December 
after a massive stroke and then 5 days or so 
in ICU, Royal Lancaster Infirmary.  Thanks 
to them for all the care she – and we –           
received.  And a very big thankyou to Revd 
Anne Russell and the church family at           
Bentham Parish Church – and Bentham 
Praise – for a splendid service of                      
thanksgiving on 9th December arranged by 
Anne and the Fox family – followed by 
woodland burial at Brocklands, Rathmell, in 
the rain.   Thanks to Jimmy Macdonald for 
his warmth, humour and compassion – 
keeping us in order.  Edith had only lived in 
Bentham for 8 years, but we have felt it was 
a real home for us.  It still is.   

Donations in memory of Edith, c/o Brown 
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and Whittaker, for USPG, St John’s Hospice 
and Bentham Parish Church. 

Timothy Fox, 40 Lakeber Avenue. 

 

We would like to express our gratitude for 
all the emails, cards, phone calls, verbal 
messages, kisses, squeezes and hugs we 
received during Brenda's recent illness and 
later following her passing.  

Many thanks to you all. 

Mike Lavelle and family 

 

Jimmy Macdonald wishes to thank all for 
their Christmas cards & support during 
2016 & hopes everyone has a Happy New 
Year.     I will be donating to St John's Hos-
pice in lieu of sending cards etc.  Thanks 
again. 

 

Bentham Agricultural 
Society News 

By Janet Lawson, Show Secretary 

Bentham Agricultural Society held its AGM 
on 24th November. The officers elected 
were: Chairman: John Dawson, Vice Chair-
man: Robert Garth, Secretary: Janet Lawson 
and Treasurer: Val Lawson. 

It was agreed that the 18th Annual Quiz 
would be held on Friday 3rd February 2017 
in Bentham Town Hall. This is always a 
popular event, so if you would like to enter 
a team please contact Val Lawson. 

Another date for your diary is the               
Annual Bentham Show which will take 
place on Saturday 3rd September 2017. 

 

 

 

TAYLORS 
 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 

High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  

9.00am—5.00pm 

Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 

Bentham News have had some IT 

problems during December and a 

lot of people may not have             

received a reply to their emails. 

We would like to apologise. 

Brown Bins One-Off 
Collection 
There will be a one-off col-
lection of brown bin garden 
waste, including Christmas 
trees,          in the week                 
commencing 16th January 
2017.  

Following the            win-
ter break, brown bin collec-
tion will          recommence 
from 27th February 2017. 
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Lest We Forget   —   
Tom Harry Smith 
Words By Allan Hartley 
Research By Marilyn Hartley 

Tom was born in Blackley 
near Manchester in 1894, 
the son1 of Margaret 
Smith2 from Holme who 
was             married to Eli-
jah McCann3 in 1908 and 
the step              brother of 
Private William McCann4. 
By the time of the 1911 
census, 18 year old Tom 
had moved to Wesley 
Road in Caton, boarding 
with Elizabeth Collinge 
who was a               widow. 

At some time he moved 
to Bentham as he is noted 
as being well known in               
Bentham as a tall lad, over 
six feet tall, where he 
worked as a grocer’s assistant for Mr. J.E 
Dean.  Thereafter, around 1914, he had 
moved back to the Manchester area to be 
with his brother William where he worked 
in a goods  warehouse at Miles Platting. 

Being young men who appear not to 
have had much family life both Tom and                   
William enlisted early on in the war on the 
20th October 1914; Tom into the Grenadier 
Guards Machine Gun Company as Private 
20504, William into the Royal Field                
Artillery as a driver. We are not sure of 
Tom’s service record but he is recorded as 
being in Bentham at the McCanns on home 
leave from France in May 1917 with the 
rank of Corporal before returning to the 
front. 

Here Tom’s movements are sketchy but 
given the time of his death and where he 
went missing it is most likely that Tom 
found himself on the Belgium Salient to 
take part in the Third Battle of Ypres and 
the sheer hell of a place called                         
Passchendaele where he went missing on 
the 11 October 1917.  He remains missing. 

   Tom is commemorated at Tyne 
Cot5 Military Cemetery on one of 
the many wall panels to the             
missing ref Panel 11, along with 9 
other Bentham men and 35,000 

other Commonwealth ser-
vicemen who also remain 
missing in the hell of what 
was Passchendaele. 

   A memorial service took 
place in mid November at 
St Margaret’s Church, 
High Bentham with the 
Rev G.H.C. Bartley               
officiating for Tom and 
other recently killed                
Bentham men. Rev Bartley 
noted the mounting cost to 
the Bentham community 
with the loss of such fine 
young men. 

   Tom is commemorated 
on the memorial plaque on 
Station Road, also on the 

memorial plaque at St Margaret’s Church, 
High Bentham, and Bentham Methodist 
Church 

Tom was the 30th Bentham man to be 
killed. He was 25. 
Notes 

1. We have no information of who Tom or 
William’s father was.  

2. We have no information of Margaret’s 
association with Blackley and to whom she was 
married, but at some stage she had moved back 
to the Bentham area to marry Elijah McCann3 
where they lived at Cleveland Square. By 1917 
Margaret had both her sons fighting in the war, 
Elijah also had both of his sons in the war. 
When Elijah died she was left on her own. 
When Tom was killed it was simply too much 
for Margaret and she died suddenly in                
September 1918 age 61, no doubt dying of a 
broken heart. William and one of the McCann 
brothers as far as we are aware survived the 
war.  
3. Elijah McCann lived at 16 Lairgill, High 
Bentham. His wife was Ellen McCann, we don’t 
know what happened to her but they had two 
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F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 
01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

 

 

Your memories by Leah 
Video/Photo Preservation, 

Editing and Filming Service 
Please get in touch to discuss your  
requirements 
leah@memorabeleah.co.uk 

015242 62939 or  
07884208950  
 

sons. William was killed in the war, we don’t 
know the name or the fate of the other son, but at 
a date unknown Elijah married Margaret Smith. 
4.    William McCann, this we believe to be one of 
Tom’s step brothers. William was killed               
towards the end of the war though we don’t know 
where or when.   
5.  Tyne Cot is the largest Commonwealth     
Cemetery in Belgium with its location                   
overlooking what was the Third Battle of Ypres 
battlefield. The cemetery has 11,953 burials, 
8,366 of which are unknown, with wall panels to 
those men who remain missing, all 35,000 of 
them, including nine Bentham men: William        
Robinson, Percy Preston Whitfield, John 
Adamthwaite, Charles Bargh, Alfred Clarke, 
John Maudsley, William Savage, William 
Throup and  Tom Harry Smith. 
 

There is a 4 day trip in early 
May to the Western Front 
(Somme and Flanders) where 
the intention is to find the 
graves and memorials of as 
many Bentham men as            
possible. If you are interested 
in coming along contact by 
email Allan or Marilyn at                                  
HartleyAlmal@aol.com or via 
Bentham News. 

mailto:leah@memorabeleah.co.uk
mailto:HartleyAlmal@aol.com


  23  

 

Craven Concerns 
By District Councillor Linda Brockbank 

cllr.lbrockbank@cravendc.gov.uk or Tel: 015242-61598 

Friends of Bentham Library – Volunteers required:  
Library volunteers make a difference and can help to keep libraries open. There are a            
variety of duties such as: running children’s story time sessions, helping customers,             
organising books, providing IT support, hosting reading groups and helping with the 
home library and information service. 

Once you have expressed an interest in becoming a volunteer, we will meet to discuss 
the role in more detail. You will need to give details of two people who can give you a 
character reference. Volunteering to help the home library service involves a short                 
induction course before you are paired with another volunteer and allocated a route and 
introduced to the people who use the service. You will visit the same people each time that 
may want to spend some time chatting, so we are looking for caring individuals who will 
enjoy this contact. Each pair of volunteers usually visits between 5 and 9 addresses,               
including residential or nursing homes. Volunteers use their own cars and are paid out-of-
pocket expenses. 

Anyone who has questions about volunteering for the library can email:                                               
libraries@northyorks.gov.uk or phone 01609-533800. You can get a volunteer application 
form from Bentham library or fill in an online application. 
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Events in January 
Town Hall Codes: TB Ballroom LH Lower 
Hall WR Wenningdale Room 
Wed 4th Pioneer Projects, Looking Well,   
 2-4pm, Art for All Art Group. And  
 every Wed. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Wed. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11:30am, 
 Coffee  Morning. Donations to 
 local charities. And every Wed.  
 Town  Hall, 7.30pm, Council  Mtg. 
Thu 5th Pioneer Projects, Looking Well,  
 1-4pm, Art Shed, Community Art. 
 And every Thu. 
 Town Hall, 7-8pm, Boxercise.  And 
 every Thu. TB 
 7.30-10pm, High Bentham WI. LH. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm, 
 Welcome-In.  Dominoes and tea for 
 all ages, for transport contact 
 Anthony 63156.  And 19th. 
Fri 6th Masonic Lodge, 10am- 2.30pm,  
 Age Concern.  ‘I used to be’ 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Fri.  
 Looking Well, 10.30–1pm, Art 
 Skills Development. For details ring 
 62672.  And every Fri.  
Mon 9th Pioneer Projects, Lairgill Car Park, 
 meet 9.30am,  Walks for Women.  
 And every Mon. 
 Pioneer Projects, Looking Well,  
 Monthly Carers group with Making 
 Art For those with Memory Loss  
 both 10.15 -12-15pm ring 62672 for 
 details.  
 Town Hall, 1-3pm, N Y Horizons. 
 And every Mon. WR. 
 1-4pm, Indoor Bowls.  And  every 
 Mon. TB. 
 7-8pm, Boxercise. Every Mon. TB. 
 8.15-9.15pm, Boxercise. Every  Mon. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Office Open. And every Mon. 
 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Mon. 
 3.45-6pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Mon. 

 6:15-7:30pm, Tai Chi. Every Mon. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 10-11:30am, 
 Toddle-in for parents and carers with 
 children 0-4.  And every Mon. 
 6.15-7.30pm, Springboard for 
 children aged 7-11 years.  And every 
 Mon. 
Tues 10th Bentham Footpath Group, 
 Clitheroe, 8 miles, Leaders Sheila and  
 David Longton, 61838.  See page 37. 
 Methodist Church, 2.15 pm 
 Monthly Bright Hour, Methodist 
 Church speaker Mrs Dot Aldren.  
 All welcome. 
 Pioneer Projects, Looking Well, 
 10.30am, Looking Well Tuesday 
 and Community Lunch at 1pm. Café 
 and Soup.   
 Creative Writers Group, 11.30-
 1pm.  And every Tues. 
 Town Hall, 9-10am, Mature Movers.  
 And every Tues. LH. 
 10am-12noon, Craft Club. And every 
 Tues. WR. 
 10.15-11.45am, Contemporary Ballet 
 And every Tues. LH. 
 7-8pm, Aerobics. And 13th & 
 20th.TB. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, 
 Office Open. And every Tues. 
 1-3.30pm, Piper’s Painters.  And 
 every Tues. 
 3.45-8.30pm, Helen Howard School 
 of Dance.  And every Tues. 
 Bentham Primary School,    
 6-7pm, Yoga. And every Tues. 
Wed 11th Methodist Church Hall, 9.30-
 10.30am, Pilates with Sally Horn. 
 And every Wed. 
 Pioneer Projects, Looking Well,  
 8-9.30pm, Singing for All.  And  25th. 
 Tel David Burbridge 01539 621166 for 
 further details.  
 Victoria Inst., 11.30am-2.15pm,  
 Community Link Café. And every 
 Wed. 
 3.45-8.30pm, Helen Howard School 
 of Dance. And every Wed. 
 Ingleton Community Centre, 10am- 
 12noon.  CAB. And 25th. 
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 Scottish Country Dancing at 
 Ingleton Community Centre, 7.30pm 
 And every Wednesday. 
Thu 12th Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon,  
 Bat’N’Chat.  And every Thurs. 
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Thurs. 
 Town Hall, 9.30-10.30am, Pilates. 
 And every Thurs. LH. 
 Scottish Country Dancing at St  
 John’s  room, Settle, 7.30pm. Contact 
 Mary Taylor 61672. 

BENTHAM NEWS DEADLINE 
Fri 13th Town Hall, 9:30-11am, Little Stars 
 Toddler Group.  
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30 pm, 
 Age Concern.  Exercise with Sally 
 Horn  
 Victoria Inst., 4-7pm, Helen Howard 
 School of Dance.  And every Fri. 
Sat 14th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, 
 Christian Aid coffee morning. TB. 
 7.30pm, Big G Dancing . Ballroom,  
 Sequence, Jive, Old Time.  
 Bring your own drinks. LH  
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Book swap. And every 2nd Sat. 
Mon 16th Town Hall, 7pm, Precept Meeting
 Pioneer Projects, Looking Well,  
 Making Art.  For those with Memory
 Loss and their carers.  10.15am- 
 12.15pm. Tel 62672 for details. And 

 23, 30 January.  
Wed 18th Town Hall, 7.30-9.30pm, LASRUG  
 Looking Well, King Street, 7.30pm,  
 Green Café - Rethinking the Future. 
Thu 19th High Bentham School, 7pm, Low 
 Bentham WI AGM 
Fri 20th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30 pm, 
 Age Concern.  Childhood poems with 
 Dorothy Stubbs. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 6-7pm, 
 Yoga.  And every Fri. 
Sat 21st Town Hall, 10am-12noon,  
 NISCU coffee morning.  TB. 
Sun 22nd Bentham Footpath Group,    
 Bay Gateway, 6 miles, Leaders   
 Sue and Ed Badley, 62502.  Note start 
 time of 10am.  See page 37. 
Fri 27th Town Hall, 8pm, Film Group, ‘
 Casablanca’.  TB. See page 29. 
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30 pm, 
 Age Concern.  Close-up photography 
 with Malcolm Culshaw. 

BENTHAM NEWS IS PUBLISHED 
Sat 28th Town Hall, 10am-12noon,  
 FOBS coffee morning. TB. 
Sun 29th Methodist Church, 7.30pm, 
 Ewecross Historical Society. 
 Chris Workman: ‘Hatmakers of the 
 Lune Valley: A Forgotten Trade’. 
Tues 31st Bentham Footpath Group, 
 Clapham/Crummockdale, 9 miles, 
 Leader George Sheridan, 07905 
 069990.  See page 37.  

Training In Your Area 

By Sylvia Merrett 

Tel: 01756-795838 or www.cravencvs.org.uk 

We offer training to volunteers, social enterprises and their organisations by bringing low 

cost, short, practical courses on specially targeted subjects, to your village hall or other 

suitable venue. Our experienced trainers bring all the necessary training materials with 

them and pick up wifi at your venue. Courses coming up in early 2017 are: 

• Writing a Good Press Release – 24th January – Skipton - £15 

• Beginners Guide to Using Mailchimp – 1st February – Skipton - £tbc 

• Introductory Certificate in Fundraising – 8th February – Skipton - £tbc  

For more information please get in touch with me using the above contact details. 
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Hair Studio              

              Cath Blackwell, 

                 Homeleigh, 

       Fourlands, 

                 Bentham, 

                LA2 7EX 
 

   Tel: 015242 62510 

   Mob: 07796 148900 

 

 

 

 

MARK WATSON 
HOME & GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 
 

 
Gardening 

and landscaping services,  
mowing, strimming. Hedge cutting, fencing, 

paving, turfing and power washing.  
Loft insulating and pointing. 

 

07759680938   07759680943 
015242 62038 
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Ewecross Society 
St George: A Saint For All 
By Mary Taylor 

Dr Sam Riches, who has researched St 
George for 25 years, gave a taste of her 
findings to the Ewecross Historical Society 
in Bentham Methodist Church on Monday 
evening, 28th November; more of her             
findings can be found in her newly                   
published book. 

The earliest myths and legends tell of 
heroes fighting monsters, depicting good 
against evil.  One of these included a             
gigantic snake called a worm; this could 
have become the dragon, which was                 
always female. St George, a Christian,               
martyred in 303AD, is venerated in most 
religions, including Islam. Dr Riches 
showed slides of statues and icons                    
including a statue of St George and the 
Dragon, produced by Italian prisoners of 
war, near the Italian Chapel on Orkney, 
and a war memorial statue in Holland               
enforcing the futility of war. Many of the 
icons show St George as the Champion of 
the Virgin Mary, and also scenes of his mar-
tyrdom. In this country, a church was dedi-
cated to the saint in Doncaster before the 
Norman Conquest, and a fifteenth             
century wall painting can be seen in Wales. 
To bring the record up to date, the speaker 
showed slides of the George and Dragon 
Inn on St George’s Quay, Lancaster, St 
George’s Beer and a modern art work 

where the dragon is an enormous cat being 
fed very small pieces of meat by St George 
on his horse using a long trident. 

Mike Winstanley, chairman, thanked Dr 
Riches, who answered many questions.  
The next meeting will be on 30th January.  
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HORNBY DAY NURSERY 
 Fully qualified staff 

 7.30 to 6.30pm 

 Pre-school Nursery & Education Grant 

 Dedicated Baby & Toddler Facilities 

 Secure outdoor play area 
 

1 Station Road, Hornby.                               
Tel: 015242 22288 

E:info@hornbydaynursery.co.uk 

MEL BOOTH 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

07825749631 
 

GENERAL HANDY-
MAN,  

GARDEN MAINTENANCE,   
GREAT RATES. 

TAI CHI QIGONG  
MAKES THE DIFFERENCE 

Problem with balance and joints? 
Want to feel more calm? 

 

Come to Sole to Soul 
Thursdays 11am -12.30pm 

 

See website for more information 
http://www.sole-to-soul.net/gigong.html 

Bentham News is published at New House, Mewith Lane, Bentham, by a voluntary editorial                   
committee consisting of Shirley Brown, Kathleen Kelly, Ros Lloyd, Howard Matthew, Peter                 
Phillips, Jane Proctor, Richard Wallace, Pam Woof, and Denise Henshaw—co-ordinator, who can 
be contacted on 015242 61515. Emma Greenep works alongside Denise administering the advertis-
ing side of the paper and can be reached on ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk.  Every effort is made to 
ensure that information contained in the paper is correct, however Bentham News is an open            
access paper and views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editorial                       
committee. The committee reserves the right to edit contributions. We are willing to withhold 
names on request, but names, addresses and telephone numbers must accompany  all  items  for 
publication. Please hand in to the Gallery, Station Road or email to info@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
Copy deadline is 12th January  for the  February edition.  We aim to acknowledge all emails, if you 
do not receive a reply to an email, please contact us again, as it may not have been received. 

 

COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 
MOB 07765 882579 
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Bentham Film Group –  
An Evening Of Nostalgia 
By Stella Hall 

On Friday 27th January Bentham Film 
Group will be showing in Bentham Town 
Hall the  film 'Casablanca' (Cert PG)  

One of the most popular films ever 
made, this 1942 gripping wartime thriller is 
an adventure of both romance and intrigue. 
Starring Humphrey Bogart and                       
Ingrid Bergman, it focuses on an American              
expatriate who must choose between his 
love for a woman and helping her Czech 

Resistance leader husband 
escape the Vichy-
controlled city of                   
Casablanca to continue his 
fight against the Nazis.  

A classic film, fine           
actors and memorable 
quotes......come and enjoy! 

As usual, the film starts 
at 8pm and  tickets cost £5 on the door. 

 There will be a raffle and refreshments 
in the interval. 

See you there! 
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Leonard Tyrer & Son Ltd 

Joiners 
Established 1954 

All types of joinery work undertaken 
 

Grove Hill, Station Road, Bentham 

Tel 015242 62333 

07780788339 

www.tyrersjoinery.co.uk 

 
All joinery work  

Undertaken 
 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
REDHEADS COAL AND GAS 

 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 
All sizes of Bottled Gas delivered 

 

Kindling, Logs, Wood pellets, Prepacked fuel 
Compost and Gro-Bags 

 

We won’t be beaten on  
Price, Quality and Service 

 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

Tel: 015242 41626 

       Settle Chimney  
        Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  

Sweeping Service 
Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls,  
Carbon Monoxide Detectors 

Supplied & Fitted. 
National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683 - 
Mob. 07815 285321  
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Would You Like Your       
St Margaret’s Church 
Kneelers Back? 
By Maggie Bruno, Secretary, Bentham Parish 
Church Council, 015242 61616  

daviddmaggiebruno@gmail.com 

St Margaret’s Church had a beautiful           
collection of tapestry kneelers which were 
donated and worked by local people, and 
when the church closed these were packed 
carefully away for storage. Now that the 
church building has been sold, the Parish 
Church Council will continue to store the 
kneelers for possible future use.                        
Unfortunately, they are not the right height 
for the present pews in St John’s church, but 
it is hoped that we may be able to use some 
of them in the future once the planned              
building development is completed.  

However, the Parish Church Council 
fully appreciate that, following the closure 
of St Margaret’s Church,  individuals or 
families may wish to have their kneelers 
returned to them, rather than continue to 
have them  in long term storage. So if you 
would like the 
kneelers which 
you or your             
family worked to 
be returned, 
please contact me 
to arrange this.  

 

News From Our  Neighbours 
Wray Village ‘Dinner Dance’ 

By Joanne Postlethwaite 

"Calling all adults! Beat those January blues 
with an evening of great food and music at 
Wray Village Institute. Saturday 28th            
January 2017. From 7:30pm, enjoy a supper 
of 2 delicious courses prepared by local chef 
'Karen's Kitchen', followed by a disco            
guaranteed to lift your spirits. Carriages at 
midnight... Dress to impress! Tickets £10 - 
Proceeds to Wray Playground Project." 
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Grasmere Drive, Bentham LA2 7JP 
Tel 015242 63067 or text 07973 481 461 

Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 
Mob: 07768 571407 

 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 

INTERCOUNTY                                        

DRIVING SCHOOL                                               

VAL KAY                                                      
THEORY TRAINING                                

AVAILABLE                                                 

015242 62794                                        
e-mail: 

val@bentham999.wanadoo.co.uk 

Happy New Year  
Simply Delicious 

Outside Catering, 
Buffets, Bars 

 & Events 

 

With over 15 years experience in  
catering & hospitality, we offer a wide 
choice in food & drink for your event, 

including a range of  
music & decor contacts  

Great Prices 
Please contact us  
www.facebook.com/ 

simplydeliciousbentham or phone      

Mandy Booth on 015242 61525 

or 07795 172511                     
email  

simplydeliciousbentham@gmail.com 
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Teenage Book Review  
By Imogene Henshaw 

The Foxhole Court 

By Nora Sakavic 

The Foxhole Court is the first book in 
the All For the Game series by Nora 
Sakavic. It’s sequels The Raven King 
and The King’s Men complete the             
trilogy. The series follows the story of 
Exy player Neil Josten as he is recruited 
by the Palmetto State University Foxes 
Exy team. 

Neil Josten is 19 years old, 

Neil Josten has brown hair and brown eyes, 

Neil Josten lives at home with his family, 

Neil Josten is a lie. 

Since he was a child Neil has loved the sport Exy, a strange mix between lacrosse and 
ice hockey that is played on a court encased in plastic walls, however when living on the 
run there isn’t much opportunity to play. 

Since he was a child Neil has been on the run from his murderous father with his 
mother, but after she died the year before he has had nowhere to go. Squatting in the 
small town of Millport, Arizona and playing 
in the schools local Exy team Neil knows he 
must leave soon in order to stay hidden. 
However, when he is scouted by the Exy 
team The Palmetto State Foxes, a ragtag 
team of misfits, Neil wants nothing more 
than to stay. But with the famous Kevin Day 
as the team’s starting striker, a figure from 
Neil’s past, there is no way that Neil can 
stay. It is only a matter of time before Neil’s 
past will catch up with him. 

I really, really, really loved this book, all 
the characters are captivating and the fast 

pace of the book makes 
it easier to read. The 
only (very minor) 
downside was that I 
found it quite hard to 
picture the Exy      
matches in my mind as, 
being a fictional sport, I 
had no frame of refer-
ence as to how it looks. 
Overall this book is 
absolutely fantastic. 
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Lands End To John O’Groats—Hero’s Reliability 
Trial and Classic Car Tour 
HERO stands for Historic Endurance Rallying Organisation, and is an organisation that 
holds events ‘By Enthusiasts – For Enthusiasts’. It is a serious force in the classic car 
events movement.  

Still considered by crews to be one of the most demanding and challenging events in 
Europe and a definite inclusion on the ‘must do’ events list, the HERO’s Land’s End to 
John O’Groats Reliability Trial and Classic Car Tour was described by one participant as 
“a pleasant nightmare”. The 22nd HERO Le Jog Reliability Trial was for cars built before 
1986 and took place on 3rd to 6th December 2016. Day two of the four-day race was from 
Chester to Gretna, stopping 
off at Bentham Golf Club for 
lunch. 

This year the 58 starters 
included some truly classic 
cars, such as a Volvo 123GT, 
MGB, Porsche 911E, 
Volkswagen Golf GTi, Austin 
Mini Cooper S, Mercedes Benz 
450 SLC, BMW 2002tii, Lancia 
Fulvia Coupe and a Triumph 
2000. 

Photos by Allan Hartley. 
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Christmas Treats, Lottery 
Funding and Headteacher 
Vacancy  
By Mrs C A Boocock, Headteacher  

(Tel: 015242-61412) 

I would like to reflect on the exciting term 
that has just ended. Some of the highlights 
include Spanish clubs, football clubs, 
Christmas crafts, badminton, knitting clubs, 
reading challenges, visits to local areas of 
interest, swimming lessons, celebratory 
lunches and, of course, the Christmas 
sleepover (at the time of going to press          
rumours of mid-night snacking are being 
investigated!). On 7th December all the 
children were invited to take part in the 
school’s Christmas lunch – a festive treat 
when our wonderful cook, Mrs Leak, 
cooked and served over 150 Christmas            
dinners. Recently we have invited family 
and friends of children in classes 4 and 5 to 
join us for dinner alongside the children on 
Friday lunchtimes. During 2017 we will be 
giving the families of children in nursery 
and classes 1, 2 and 3 the same opportunity. 
Also in December children in class 2              
processed in biblical nativity dress to the 
Auction Mart to take part in the annual 
carol service – thanks to the parents and 
Rev Anne Russell for making this possible. 
And classes 1 and 2 put on two festive           
performances of ‘The Sleepy Shepherd’. 

We have recently received the eagerly 
awaited news from Lottery Funding that 
our bid for a grant towards our wildlife 
project has been successful. Now we can 
watch our vision of a community and 
school based outdoor provision materialise. 
Thank you to local businesses Haworths, 
Tim Wheildon, the Auction Mart, Craven 
Concrete and Mr & Mrs Durrant for their 
much appreciated financial contributions 
towards this project. Anyone interested in 
helping this project in any way should           
contact Mrs Alison McGregor at school. 

Friends of Bentham School hosted a 

Christmas Market in the school hall, which 
was a tremendous success and raised               
valuable funds for the school, some of 
which will, for example, subsidise the trip 
for the whole school to go to the Grand 
Theatre in Blackpool to see ‘Aladdin’ in 
January. 

In April 2017 I officially retire as 
headteacher. Governors are heavily                  
involved with the recruitment process for 
my replacement and interviews for this 
vacancy will take place in January. At           
present I work on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays and Miss Claire Pearson, the 
school’s assistant headteacher, is acting 
head on Thursdays and Fridays. 

From January 2017 there are a few places 
available for pre-school children on a first-
come-first-served basis in our nursery, 
which has been rated ‘outstanding’ by           
Ofsted. We would like to wish everyone a 
very Happy New Year. 

 

 

Darren Mackenzie 
Local Joiner and Builder 

 
 

General Joinery and Building 
Windows, Doors and Flooring 

Kitchen fitting 
General Plumbing 
Sheds and Fencing 
Patios and Decking  

  Stone Walling 
 

Quality Workmanship and Free Estimates 
Over 25 years’ experience 

References available 
 

If it’s not listed then please ask 
 

   Stoneley Barn, Mewith, High Bentham 
Telephone: 07815 992474 

   Email: edmjoineryandbuilding@yahoo.com 
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Footpath Matters 
By Kate Rowe 

After the excesses of Christmas, 
maybe a New Year's Resolution 
could be to spend more time             
walking. It is very good for both 
mental and physical health. If you've not 
walked with us before, maybe you will find 
a walk to tempt you this year? There are a 
wide variety of lengths and difficulty. I'm 
hoping that one of our harder ones,                  
Hellvellyn, later in the programme may be 
third time lucky as the weather has                  
defeated our previous attempts. Hopefully 
we will be lucky with the January weather. 
We leave Lairgill at 9.30 am, apart from on 
the 22nd, which leaves at 10am. 

    Our first is 8 miles on Thursday 12th. We 
park at High Moor Car Park on the out-
skirts of Clitheroe and make our way 
through housing and trading estates to 
Salthill Nature Reserve and Geology Trail. 
After Salthill we walk past the Grammar 
School and Hospital to the Pimlico Area 
where the Cement Factory is situated. Then 
we follow the River Ribble through the 
Sculpture Park as far as Pendleton Brook 
which we follow back into the town where 
we pass the Castle, Market and the Famous 
Wine Shop before making our way back to 
the cars. 

       A shorter walk of 6 miles, Bay Gateway 
on Sunday 22nd, gives a chance to see the 
new road from above, below and both 
sides. Starting from the car park at Denny 

Beck we go back across the A683, 
up Grimeshaw lane and through 
the Ridge estate to the canal where 
we turn north and go over the          
aqueduct to the new road. We then 
turn east along the road (there is a 
footpath), cross the Lune on the 

new bridge and join the Millenium Way 
which we follow back to Denny Beck. 

       For our final walk of 9 miles on                
Tuesday 22nd, we park near St James 
church in Clapham. We walk up through 
the tunnels and then turn left along Long 
lane. We follow Long lane onto open               
moorland below Ingleborough to Sulber 
Nick. Then we turn down towards Horton, 
before turning off to follow paths into 
Crummack Dale. We return to Clapham via 
the Norber Eractics and Thwaite Lane. 

Don’t forget Bentham News deadline date 

is 12th of January for the February edition. 

 

PILATES WITH SALLY HORN 

Methodist Hall 
 

 

 

Classes start on Wednesday 11th January 

9.30-10.30am 

£7 per session or £25.50 for 5 weeks 

Tel: 07977 633083 
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LOGS LOGS LOGS 
Kiln Dried Firewood 

Seasoned Logs, Bags or Loads 
Cash and Carry  
Pick up Point 

 

Bentham Road, Ingleton 
 

Call David on:  015242 41521 
Mobile: 07713055404 



  39  

 

Bentham Area  
Refuge Support Group 

By Maggie Bruno   015242 61616    

davidmaggiebruno@gmail.com  

What’s happening... 

First of all, a big thank you to everyone 
who contributed bedding, warm clothes, 
sleeping bags, etc for the December                   
collection in Skipton. We took a van load of 

donations, which are now on the way to 
refugee camps in Syria via Yorkshire Aid. 
Thank you too, to those who continue to 
donate money for our work in supporting 
refugees, and to Westhouse Methodist 
church for their huge collection of toiletries 
for the Bradford Red Cross Refugee Drop 
In. Local support for refugees is just               
amazing. 

 In November, three members of the 
group met with Julian Smith MP to raise 
concerns about the Government’s response 
to allowing unaccompanied children from 
Calais in to the UK. The need to protect and 
offer safety and sanctuary to vulnerable 
and traumatised refugee children is a            
humanitarian responsibility we all share, 
and North Yorkshire County Council are 
searching for foster parents  and supported 
lodgings for these young people arriving in 
the UK.  This can be immensely rewarding: 
my brother and his wife have recently had 
a teenage Iranian lad placed with them – 
and despite language barriers all sides are 
flourishing wonderfully! If this is                       
something you feel you can offer, the               
person to contact is :- 

Julie.Capperauld@northyorks.gov.uk   

in Children’s and Young Person Services. 

An exciting legacy of the October               
hosting weekend is that many hosts have 
kept in touch with the refugees and             
relationships are continuing to grow.  We 
are now hoping to hold another hosting 
weekend over  31 March, 1 and 2 April 
2017 (provisional), so let us know if you 
would like to be involved.  Another date 
for the diary is 22 February 2017, when we 
will be showing 2 stimulating films about 
the refugee experience in the Bentham 
Town Hall. Do watch out for more                 
publicity about these.  

The Bradford Red Cross Refugee Drop 
In gets increasingly busier each week –such 
is the need – and there is great concern 
about what will happen when the 2016 
Immigration Act is implemented, making 
destitution much more likely for many           
people including families with children, as 
the Government seeks to make the UK a 
hostile environment for asylum seekers.  

If you would like to join with us, our 
next meeting is 1 February 2017 at 12.00 at 
the Looking Well. Do come along – you 
will be warmly welcomed! 

Don’t forget at the end of              
February Bentham Gallery will 
be closing. All written               
articles and any monies will 
now be able to be delivered to                  
Emma’s Hair and Beauty for                   
Bentham News.                  

Chris at Bentham Gallery will 
be away in January but you will 
be able to post articles for                 
collection through the door.            
February will be the last month 
you can use the  Gallery. Thank 
you to Chris for all his help over 
the years. 
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Less Litter Than Last Year 
By Shirley Brown 

That's the good news, but still Bloomin' Bentham volunteers picked up 19 bags of litter 
from the B6480 roadsides between Clapham and Bentham on 25th November. This is an 
annual event which this year happened on a gloriously crisp, sunny day with snow 
capped Ingleborough in the background. Anyone wanting to let us know about 'grot 
spots' which need attention, or who wants to get involved in keeping Bentham beautiful 
should contact me on 61608. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo shows some of the group, l-r Annie Neligan, Anne Wilson, Sue Halsall, Angus Walker, 

Lesley Walker and Bev Sim. 
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Churches Together In Bentham 
By Mary Winter 

January is the real test. 

The Christmas decorations have been taken down.  The tree is next 
year’s firewood.  The chocolate (most of it) has been eaten.  Some of the 
items given to excited children on Christmas morning are already broken – along with, 
possibly, some of our shiny-new New Year’s resolutions.  Students and employees are 
heading back to work. 

Not only that – the days are still dark, and it’s probably raining, and spring seems a 
long way off.   Many people find January the cruellest month of the year. 

Yet – this is when the real living starts up again. This is when we find out whether we 
have actually gained anything over the Christmas season that we can put to work during 
the rest of the year.  

Howard Thurman puts it well: 

 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the Kings and Princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flocks                                                                                            

The work of Christmas begins. 

 

To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry 

To release the prisoner, 

To teach the nations, 

To bring Christ to all, 

To make music in the heart. 

 

 January, with all its challenges, is our chance to do just that – to get on with living               
every single day as if it were Christmas.  

Interestingly, Quakers did not traditionally celebrate festivals such as Christmas.  They 
believed that every day was holy – a gift from God – and that it was inappropriate to              
suggest that the other 364 days of the year were less special than Christmas Day.  As we 
contemplate the less-than-special feeling that can permeate January, their point of view is 
perhaps understandable…. 

 Most of us, however – including most modern Quakers – have enjoyed our                
seasonal pause from the busy world, our annual Yuletide feast, our Christmas gift of              
precious time with loved ones.  We may even have marked Christmas by giving a little 
extra to those in need – to one of our region’s shelters for the homeless, perhaps. 

 But the Quakers of old were definitely right about one of the big risks of a ‘secular’ 
Christmas:  that we will fail to treat the rest of the year as if all of it is ‘sacred’.  So                 
January is indeed the test.  Can we maintain those family ties that were strengthened 
round the Christmas tree?  Can we continue to remember the needy and the lonely in our 
midst?  Can we dedicate each day, not just December 25th, to the remembrance of the             
miracle that God is, indeed, born among us?  If so, then we will walk through January 
knowing, as one modern Quaker has said, that ‘The star never leaves the sky; the song of 
the angels is never stilled’. 
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Explaining Integrated Care Communities (ICCs) 
By Angela Robinson (01539-777328 or Angela.Robinson@cumbriaccg.nhs.uk) 

The first public meeting to explain and launch the idea of Integrated Care Communities 
took place on 10th November 2016 at Crooklands. This might seem a long way away, but 
ICCs would include Bentham, which has particular challenges as the local council is not a 
member of the Better Care Together partnership. The intention is now to work with the 4 
communities centred on the GP surgeries of Sedbergh, Kirkby Lonsdale, Bentham and 
Milnthorpe to develop community health and wellbeing plans aimed at creating                
healthier communities. 

The public meeting identified the following things that would make people happy and 
healthy in Bentham: good services for the elderly and youngsters, jobs for young people 
despite difficulties with transport, lunch groups, good affordable public transport,                
theatre groups, things for the 16+ age group, good internet connection, affordable                 
housing and local elderly care home provision. 

It was acknowledged that there are already many things available in Bentham that 
help people to be happy and healthy, such as: GP surgery newsletter, Looking Well, 
Youth Club, Young Farmers, Skate Park, coffee mornings, bingo, lunch clubs,                   
dominoes, sing and play, knit and natter, meet and make, playgroup, toddlers group, 
church groups, walking groups, running club, history society, boxercise, bowling clubs 
and community cafe.   

Suggestions for things to improve the health and wellbeing of the community in             
Bentham included: TV screen at surgery showing information about local groups, linking 
the various Bentham websites together, working with the Town Council, integrating 
health and social care, making it possible for medical practitioners to make referrals to 
Slimming World, walking groups or gym membership, putting a young person’s mental 
health support group on Facebook, better affordable transport, prepare care for patients 
before they go into hospital and not when they are ready for discharge. 

There was recognition that because of their geographical locations, there is always a 
danger that Bentham and Ingleton get left out. So if you want to find out more about how 
ICC will work, or get involved in helping to making good things happen, please contact 
me. 
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Promising Young Local 
Boxer 
By Robert Dugdale (Tel: 07792-554142) 

Promising young local boxer, John Dugdale 
of Burton-in-Lonsdale, has had a good            
season remaining undefeated throughout. 
The first achievement came in March when 
the 12 year-old smashed it in Denmark by 
winning a gold medal and receiving the 
best boxer award out of 100 junior boxers 
from other European countries.  

In June came another achievement with 
the schoolboys’ championships. John            
started off by winning the Yorkshire              
Region, then the Lancashire Region, and 
then he went on to win Merseyside and 
Midlands Regions to win a place in the           
National finals. John fought an undefeated 
champion from London to win the national 
title. By winning this he also won the            
golden gloves. 

John’s boxing club, Sedbergh A.B.C., 
which is based in Bradford, gave John a 
number of awards for his wins: Best Boxer 
of the Season, Most Wins of the Season, and 
Boxer’s Boxer of the Season. He also gained 
a belt for his success in the schoolboys’                          
championship. 

With the next boxing season just                  
starting, John is hoping for another good 
season. Anyone interested in sponsoring 
John can contact me for more information. 
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The PuncThe Punch Bowlh Bo 

Low Bentham 
 

Real Fire Real Food Real Ale 
 

Dishes made from fresh produce, locally sourced 
 

Dogs & Muddy Boots welcome 
 

Open all day from noon Tues –Sun 
 

Food served Tues-Sat 12-2 & 6-8.30 

Sunday -Traditional Roasts & full menu served 

all day to 8.30pm 
 

  Booking not essential but advisable 
at peak holiday times 

Tel 015242 61344 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

www.thepunchbowlbentham.co.uk 
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COFFEE MORNING 
BENTHAM METHODIST 

CHURCH 
 

 
Wednesday 1 February from 

10.00am – 11.30am 

Cakes, Preserves, Gifts and Cards 
 

All proceeds to the  
Oncology Unit 

Royal Lancaster Infirmary 
 
 

Come along and enjoy coffee  
and a chat and support  

a wonderful cause 
 

Poem Specially Written To 
Celebrate 30 Years Of            
Bentham News 

Composed And Read By Keith Hartley At BN's 
Anniversary Tea Party In November 

 

The Birth of the ‘News’ 

When OMO was still washing nappies 

And typewriters ordered our day; 

When just to be joyful and happy  

Was all that it took to be gay; 

When news in the town was dependent 

On pension queue gossip and chat, 

Someone with courage and vision 

Said, “We can do better than that.” 

 

They asked up and down for ideas 

On what people thought they should do, 

To spread the town’s gossip more widely, 

Instead of amongst the odd few. 

The Council set up a Committee 

Whose thinking would waken the dead. 

Then someone announced its decision, 

 “We need a newspaper,” they said. 

 

But who could they trust with this mission? 

Who would they find who could spell? 

And also, who was there in Bentham 

Could do joined-up writing as well? 

But clearly their quest was successful, 

And verbiage began to effuse. 

And now Bentham’s gossip comes monthly, 

Respectably called ‘Bentham News!’ 

        Happy 30th Birthday! 
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Bentham News Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £15 local—£21 non local One eighth page colour £20 local—£26 non local 

One quarter page £30 local—£42 non local One quarter page colour £40 local —£50 non local 

One half page £70 local—£90 non local  One half page colour £90 local—£110 non local 

Inserts £150 commercial—£75 charity          

People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 

Send to ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk  

info@thebenthamnews.co.uk for copy or call 015242 61515 

Apprenticeships Encourage Local Employment 

By Sarah Pettifer (Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust - 015242 51002) 

Ten young people from across the region are embarking on a new career in                           
environmental conservation and countryside management thanks to National Lottery 
players. Over the next two years the 16 to 24 year olds will gain valuable skills and             
experience through hands-on work placements with a range of organisations, as well as 
studying part-time for a Level 2 Diploma in Environmental Conservation or Landscape 
Horticulture at Craven College. The initiative is led by local charity Yorkshire Dales           
Millennium Trust (YDMT) with the aim of enabling young people to stay and work in the 
area that they grew up in, whilst learning how to enhance and conserve the local                 
landscape. 

Jo Boulter has overseen rural apprenticeship schemes at YDMT for the last 6 years. She 
said: “Past schemes have shown that these opportunities can be truly life-changing, and 
many of the young people have gone on to forge successful careers in countryside                   
management after completing the programme. I think it’s the combination of college               
studies, work-based learning and complementary training courses that help to form a             
stimulating and rewarding apprenticeship.” 

Liam Johnson (age 17) from Bentham and Tom Hickey (age 22) from Earby are both            
following Stories in Stone apprenticeships with Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority. 
Liam said: “We’re learning how to manage the landscape to cope with the high number 
of visitors to the National Park, and using diggers and power equipment to repair badly           
eroded footpaths on 
Ingleborough.”             
Tom added: “I have 
loved it so far. As well 
as footpath repairs, 
we’ve also found out 
about micro-climates 
and soil types, and 
we’ve been working 
on drainage and            
culverts.” 

  

Photo shows l-r: Tom 
Hickey and Liam Johnson 
clearing vegetation near 
Langcliffe 
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Snow on Ingleborough 

Fancy A Flyer? 
We distribute over 2,000 copies of Bentham News each month.  

Flyers are inserted in Bentham News and hand delivered to  

Bentham residents for  impact advertising.  

We also deliver copies to central points in adjoining villages and towns. 

A5 or folded A4 flyer inserts.  £150 commercial or £75 charity 

Email ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk (or call 015242 61515) 

Picture above by Wendy Smith shows Ingleborough on  Sunday, 20th November. 
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Christmas may be over, 

but here are some images 

of Bentham looking 

festive. Thanks to all 

who made it possible, 

including the Christmas 

Lights Committee and 

Brian Lawson of               

Hazelwood for the use of 

his amazing cherry 

picker to brighten up 

Main Street and Station 

Road. Photos taken by 

Jon Brook of Bentham              

Imaging and Peter             

Phillips 


