
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

The Future Of Our Post Office 
By Anne Preston and Lin Barrington 

An Update On Progress 

• Many Bentham News readers have contacted Post Office Ltd           
expressing their concern about future Post Office service provision 

• The Town council have asked Post Office Ltd to send a                                  
representative to explain what steps have been taken to find a new 
home for the Post Office in Bentham, and to give the Councillors the 
opportunity to get accurate information which might enable us to 
find a solution 

• Tom Moran, General Manager, Post Office Network, has informed 
us that there are two businesses currently being screened with a view 
to accommodating Bentham Post Office.   
Picture by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging.                                                       Continued overleaf ... 
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Information We Have Gleaned 
The Post Office’s preferred model is a Post Office counter in a building in which a post 
master may need to pay rent. It does not need to have an existing business. So the Town 
Hall, for example, is not excluded. 

The person running the Post Office does not have to be there full-time and is at liberty 
to employ someone. Anyone interested in              
running the Post Office needs to register an             
interest on the Post Office website. The Post 
Office then respond and inspect premises.                 
The premises do not have to have glass screens. 
The Post Office supply all the gadgetry needed. 
The level of secure space would depend on the             
services offered. 

The income would be between £18,000 and 
£20,000 per annum. The income may depend on 
services offered. 

 

What You Can Do 
It is important that Post Office Ltd knows how vital the survival of a Post Office is to our 
community.  Please e-mail: 

lisa.z.marshall@postoffice.co.uk    or  

mark.x.gibson@postoffice.co.uk  

telling them how you use the Post Office and why you feel it is important to you and to 
others, and if you wish you can forward a copy to our MP, Julian Smith at                            

julian.smith.mp@parliament.uk  

Or you can write for the attention of:- 

Lisa Marshall, Retail Field Change Advisor, Network Transformation  Engagement Team, 
Post Office Ltd, 159 Clapham High St, London SW4 7SS. 

 

In the emerging Local Plan for Craven, which dictates where the majority of housing 
and business development will take place until 2032, Bentham is, by a considerable            
measure, the largest focus for development in North Craven. The most recent draft of the 
plan shows an increase of twenty six dwellings per year.  Bentham is, therefore, an                 
expanding centre of activity. We already have a number of very large businesses here, 
such as Angus Fire Armour, Riverside Caravan Park and Atkinson Vos, as well as              
Richard Turners, who run the second largest sheep market in the country. There are also 
scores of small shops and businesses operating in our area.  Now that Ingleton Post Office 
is only open part-time in Ingleton Community Centre, Bentham Post Office                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
is providing a service for a large number of Ingleton residents as well. We make good use 
of our Post Office and our need of it is growing not shrinking. 

The Post Office provides not just stamps and postage, but also currency, car licensing, 
passport checking, paying in facilities to banks, benefit and pension services, advice and 
much much more ……. PLEASE make your feelings known to those in a position to find 
a solution to this problem so that the town can continue to benefit from this vital                   
resource. 

Photo by Lin Barrington 
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Reflections On The Life 
Of Michael Collins 

By Rev Mabel Parr 

Michael Collins was born in Harrow on the 
Hill and attended the same school as Janet 
who became his wife 62 years ago. He 
worked in electronics until they moved to 
Bentham 27 years ago, running a shop,               
opposite the Post Office, selling general 
goods and videos, until Michael became too 
ill. 

Most people in Bentham will remember 
Michael as a keen musician, vocalist and a 
knowledgeable music fan of diverse tastes 
including jazz, classical opera, standards 
and blues. Cornerstone members of the 
‘Bentham Jazz Club’, he and Janet hosted 
hundreds of music evenings at their home, 
playing a variety of music, either live            
sessions or on record, CD, tape and DVD. 
Many members would travel miles to 
attend these gatherings and were dubbed 
affectionately the ‘Bentham Mafia.’              
Michael was also a keen railway enthusiast 
and built a full model railway layout in his 
loft. 

Michael was a very pragmatic and at 
times private person, who often held his 
own counsel on matters of politics and             
personal views of outside topics. Although 
he was not overtly religious, he leaned to 
the simple principles of Quakerism, and he 
was an active, nationally registered,                  
spiritual healer. 

Many people will recall the dreadful 
jokes he told, his sharp wit and dry sense of            
humour - including telling people as he 
came out of the Post Office that he had been 
checking when his Marriage Licence               
expired! Michael will be remembered as a 
husband, father, grandfather, uncle and a 
friend to many. He was a kind, generous, 
thoughtful and genuine man, a strong 
minded individual who never gave up on 
life’s biggest challenges. 
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What? No Sun? 
By Peter Phillips 

If you haven’t had an opportunity to see the Solar Farm being installed to the south of 
Ravens Close Brow near to Goodenbergh Country Holiday Park it is quite impressive, 
with row after row of black, shiny panels marching up over three fields facing south to 
catch the sun. The project is being undertaken by Tau Solar, a Spanish firm with                   
headquarters in Madrid. 

Despite two refusals by Craven District Council and opposition from Bentham Town 
Council, permission was granted by the Government Planning Inspector on the grounds 
that there would be limited harm to the local landscape. He also said that national              
planning policy strongly supported renewable energy and that the ‘farm’ was capable of 
producing enough energy to supply 1,375 homes. 

How does it work? The solar photovoltaic panels convert light from the sun into              
electricity which is then fed into the grid. Its advantages over other systems, like wind 
farms, are that there is no noise, no waste (as from coal fired power stations), and there 
are no moving parts. This will enable sheep to be grazed between the rows. It can also be 
used as a wildlife sanctuary with bee-friendly plants and food for wild birds in a safe 
fenced off area. 

An NFU briefing in 2015 encouraged farmers to consider wind farms. Firstly, the            
landowner would have a contract with the developer initially paying to work on the 
landowner’s site until completion (up to 2 years). Then he would have a leasing                
agreement for the life of the project, which in this case would be up to 30 years.                     
After 30 years the site would be decommissioned and returned to full agricultural use. 

 I was given no date for the site coming on-stream but it should not be long now.              
In case anyone is wondering: at the moment there are 1,200 installations in England 
alone producing 10,213.73 megawatts of electricity. How soon will it be before we see a                
reduction in our electricity bills? 

Photo by Peter Phillips 
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The Big Picture 
By Richard Wilson 

A showing in Bentham last autumn of the award-
winning film Chasing Ice left many in the audience 
shaken. It tells how its maker, James Balog, spent 
more than two years filming the retreat of glaciers, 
using fixed time-lapse cameras. The results showed 
how quickly glaciers are melting, and the two ways 
it happens - by overall shrinkage, and by faster loss as icebergs where glaciers meet the 
sea. At the end we saw a mountain-sized chunk collapse slowly into the sea; spectacular 
but worrying evidence of climate change. If you'd like to borrow the DVD (free loan) 
contact Annie on 64886. 

Faced with such images, it's hard to believe that anything we do here in Bentham 
could help to turn things round. But big changes can grow from many small changes.  

Even changing what we eat, and how it's grown, can make a difference. One                   
Bentham dairy farmer is working to minimise the environmental impact of keeping live-
stock for milk, by tracking his inputs and outputs of carbon, energy and water, and how 
they relate to his activity. James Bargh will be talking about this monitoring, and the                   
results for his farm, at the next BEST Green Café on Wednesday 15th February, 7.30pm, 
at the Looking Well, King Street. All are welcome; refreshment donations appreciated. 

We can also help by re-using things, and by giving others a chance to have our                
re-usable cast-offs, rather than throwing them into a bin or skip. BEST's annual Give and 
Take event is the perfect opportunity to support re-use. This year's is on Saturday             
morning 18th February, time 10-11.30 (’bring’ before), but please note the new venue - 
the Methodist Church Hall, further down Station Road. Details of exactly what, and 
when, you can give or take can be found on posters round the town, or phone 63399. 
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Youngsters To The Fore 
At Bentham Auction 
Market  
By Charlotte Ormondroyd, Marketing                       
Administrator, Richard Turner & Son 

Undoubtedly the highlight of sale night 
on Wednesday 4th January was the           
successful ‘Young Farmer’s Singles 
Night’ with over 20 young farmers 
showing off their skills and all keen to 
win a prize. The hard task of judging 
was in the capable hands of Clare             
Cropper of Croppers High Class Family 
Butchers. Local lass, 6-year-old Ellie 
Jackson of Bentham, won Class 1 for the 
best short wooled hogg with a 45kg 
Beltex that was purchased by the judge 
for £245. Taking second prize was             
3-year-old Isobel Thompson of                     
Foulridge whose 41kg hogg made £112, 
while another of the youngest                   
competitors, 3 year old Teddy Whitaker 
of Clapham, took third prize.  

In the best long wooled class, 8 year 
old Ellie Forster of Stainforth showed a 
54kg mule which won first prize, with 

Isaac Middleton of Wray taking home 
second prize for his mule.  

Class 3 was for the best presented 
hogg and vendor. There was tough 
competition and 3-year-old Keiran          
Robinson from Barnoldswick was 
awarded first prize, the champion            
rosette and the Les Thackray Perpetual 

The evenings vendors with judge Clare Cropper and the 3 champion lambs 

Keiran Robinson the Champion Best                   

Presented Hogg & Vendor 
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Trophy. This 52kg Texel went on to 
make £220, purchased by Tom                     
Shepherdson of Huddersfield. Ellie           
Jackson came second making £170 
while Liam Whitaker of Clapham made 
£115 with his third prize Beltex.  

Congratulations to all vendors who 
took part and to Clare for her time and            
expertise.  

Ellie Jackson (Short Wooled Champion), Clare Cropper (Judge), Ellie Forster (Long Wooled 

Champion) & Keiran Robinson (Best Presented Hogg & Vendor). 

Ellie Jackson with the Champion Short Wooled 

Lamb, below left and Ellie Forster, below, with 

the Champion Long Wooled Lamb 
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February  
In The Garden 
By Joyce Knapp 
February is a month that can 
send out very mixed messages 
to the gardeners amongst us, 
leaving us not knowing quite what to do 
for the best. On those days when the sun 
shines brilliantly, we may be tempted to 
start sowing seeds or planting up any           
perennials, shrubs or trees that we may 
have sat in pots under-cover, waiting for a 
space outdoors. It is at these times that it is 
particularly important for us to exercise 
patience, waiting until the risk of very 
harsh frosts is past so that when we do start 
to sow or plant, it is not in vain. In the 
meantime, we can undertake any                       
maintenance tasks that didn't get done in 
the autumn, including weeding beds,               
borders and vegetable beds and removing 
any lingering leaf debris that is still lurking 
around. Once this is done we can add a 
variety of mulches, selecting them                   
according to the general requirements of 
each group of plants. This may mean               
applying a layer of well-rotted farmyard 
manure around the base of roses and             
certain fruiting plants, particularly                      
raspberry canes. It can also be spread on 
vegetable beds where we intend to grow 
broccoli, cauliflower or members of the 
onion family, such as shallots and leeks. 
Having done this, if we have any surplus 
manure, we can add it to the contents of a 
general compost bin, taking care to layer it 
between ordinary compost material. Here it 
will both speed up the rotting process and 
add to the overall fertility of the resultant 
mixture.   

Other plants that have specific needs are 
often referred to as 'woodland' plants and 
the clue to their preferred mulch material is 
in the name. These include strawberry 
plants and Hellebores and they thrive well 
when a layer of well-rotted leaf mould is 
applied around their base. Other plants that 
particularly like leaf mould are blueberries 
and all Ericaceous plants including                 
heathers, rhododendrons, azaleas and             

camellias. We can also make 
good use of this material by 
spreading it on vegetable 
beds where we intend to 
grow root crops, such as car-
rots, parsnip and beetroot. 
Here it will help to break up 

the structure of the soil, allowing the roots 
to develop more freely, without adding too 
much of the wrong kind of nutrition for 
these plants. Most other plants, not already 
listed above, will benefit from the applica-
tion of a layer of home-made garden com-
post including most shrubs and perennials 
and vegetable beds where we will be grow-
ing leafy crops such as lettuce, cabbage and 
kale. Just to end on a cautionary note, it is 
best not to apply a mulch to ground when it 
is either frozen or waterlogged so, again, 
patience may be needed.    
Nature Notes 
By David Fisher 
I’ve only had a few winter 
moths come into the area  
recently as conditions haven’t favoured the 
trap, although I have seen a few on the win-
dow at home. Resident birds are around 
and feeding vigorously on the food put out 
for them. They can be fed all year round, 
although in the warmer months the food 
supply is normally plentiful anyway. Some 
birds are specialist feeders, such as herons 
who eat fish and eels, or the insect feeders 
such as the tree creeper, or the Mistle 
thrush who feeds on slugs and snails. 

So not much to report about this month 
as nature is still mostly dormant. 

Darren Mackenzie 

Joinery and Building Services 

07815 992474 

All Joinery and General Building 
Works Undertaken 

Over 25 Years’ Experience 
Stoneley Barn, Mewith 

edmjoineryandbuilding@yahoo.com 
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High Bentham 
By Wendy Dowbiggin 
Twenty three members attended the 
first meeting of the year when the 
speaker was our own member 
Cecile Nock who, ably supported 
by her husband Peter, gave her talk 
‘Ethiopia through our eyes’.  Her previous 
talk had been on Cuba and Ethiopia was 
vastly different - mountainous and difficult            
country but majestic landscapes.  Ethiopia 
is twice the size 
of France and is 
landlocked.  It is 
very fertile land 
and most people 
are   subsistence 
farmers. Roads 
are poor and 
there is only one 
railway.  They have more livestock than 
any other African country and their biggest 
export is coffee.  Two thirds of the                 
population are Christian with one third 
Muslim.  There are beautiful rock-hewn 
churches and the tomb of Sylvia Pankhurst 
is in Ethiopia. The literacy rate of the             
country is fifty per cent. 

Cecile was thanked for her very                  
interesting talk and wonderful slides.  The 
competition winner was Jill Noble and Liz 
Matthew won the raffle.  At the end of the 
meeting teams were drawn for the annual 
WI Quiz at the end of January and                 
afternoon tea at Ireby Green Tea Rooms in              
February was advertised. 

Low Bentham 
By Pam Warbrick 
Our Christmas meal at Tatham Bridge Inn 
was thoroughly enjoyed by 
all of us. We were given a 
warm welcome and                
received excellent service.  
During the meal, Alex 
Stone provided background 
music on her 1940’s wind 
up gramophone and 
‘Golden Oldies’ took us 
back to our childhood.  

Thank you, Alex, for the                     
unexpected delight.  
        Further entertainment was 
provided by Sheila Brown with a 
quiz on Christmas customs, and our 
President, Christine Jennings, came 
up with a quiz on body parts.                  

Christine was very strict about her answers 
being the only acceptable 
ones,  even  though some               
perfectly good alternatives 
were offered.  However, 
after lots of good               
humoured banter  the          
rebels gave way,  and we 
parted in good spirits, looking forward to 
Christmas meetings with family and 
friends.  Here’s to 2017! 

Tatham Fells 
By Mary Taylor 
The 40th anniversary year of Tatham Fells 
Women’s Institute culminated with                 
Christmas Dinner at Bentham Golf Club on 
Tuesday evening 13th December. President 
Margaret McIntosh presented Sara Mason 
with a gift to acknowledge her founding of 
the Institute 40 years ago, saying that Sara 
took the initiative and went round asking 
people if they would like a WI, and from 
the response organised the 
first of many meetings. 
Everyone had taken a           
present to the party, the 
theme this year was 
‘something red’, and these 
were distributed round 
the members. 

The year’s competition prizes were given 
out: Lucy Lee 3rd,              Barbara Haddow 
2nd and Mary Taylor 1st. Following a deli-
cious meal, Brenda Burrow produced sev-
eral quiz sheets, all on the theme of food, 
which she gave to each of the four tables. 
All joined in this fun way to end the even-
ing with Jenny Batty’s table gaining most 
points. On leaving everyone was given a 
piece of birthday cake left over from the tea 
party in the summer, wrapped in cling film 
and tied with a red ribbon. 
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2017 Bentham News Publication Dates  
Your Bentham News will be published on Fridays near the end of each month 

during 2017. Sometimes the date will be just into the following month. Please 
note these dates if you are planning an event and want to make sure it’s                       

adequately covered in the appropriate BN. 

HORNBY DAY NURSERY 
 Fully qualified staff 

 7.30 to 6.30pm 

 Pre-school Nursery & Education Grant 

 Dedicated Baby & Toddler Facilities 

 Secure outdoor play area 
 

1 Station Road, Hornby.                               
Tel: 015242 22288 

E:info@hornbydaynursery.co.uk 

 

COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 
MOB 07765 882579 

February BN  27th January 

March BN  3rd March 

April BN  31st March 

May BN   28th April 

June BN   2nd June 

July BN   30th June 

August BN  28th July 

September BN 1st September 

October BN  29th September 

November BN 27th October 

December BN  1st December 

2018 January BN 29th December 

 

BENTHAM NEWS 
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 January Town Council 
By Shirley Brown 

The Bentham Town Council meeting on 4th 
January in the Lower Town Hall used the 
new seating arrangement that has the             
public much nearer to the councillors. This 
is a great improvement, much appreciated 
by the 12 members of the public who 
attended. Also present were Cllrs                    
Townson, Bridgeman, Swales, Vendy,            
Adams (chair), Marshall and Handford, 
and DCllr Brockbank. There were                 
apologies from Cllrs Pritchard, Taylor and 
Stannard. 

From the Drop-In session Cllr Handford 
mentioned 2 elderly residents who had 
walked through dog poo. Dog fouling of 
footpaths is totally unacceptable and 
should be reported to Cllrs who will keep 
up pressure to have surveillance cameras 
in particularly bad areas, such as Mount 
Pleasant and Goodenber Road. Hefty fines 
for irresponsible dog owners are possible. 

DCllr Brockbank said that the reduced 
projected number of new houses required 
throughout Craven has still not cleared all 
the relevant committees.  

Many of the 12 members of the public 
were there to object strongly to a new             
planning application to install a 21 metre 
high lattice tower supporting 3 antennae, 2 
transmission dishes, 2 equipment cabinets, 
a 1 metre cabinet and a 2 metre high chain 
link fence on land at the telephone                 
exchange on Low Bentham Road. Cllr             
Marshall reminded those of us who still 
think in old money, that 21 metres is 68 feet 
10 inches, which all present felt was too 
high for this residential area. A more             
remote location would be preferable and 
the Cllrs voted unanimously to reject the 
application. 

Cllrs agreed, on a majority vote, to sup-
port Riverside Caravan Park’s application 
for a change of use of land to accommodate 
16 additional static caravans. 

The removal of the hedgerow at the Toll 
Gate has been declared by NYCC                     

Highways to be of “no concern” as it is 
“not a safety issue”. There was welcome 
news that a Tree Preservation Order has 
been placed on the remaining trees in the 
area. 

Cllr Townson mentioned that a street 
light on Wenning Avenue is not working. 
Cllr Adams encouraged him to report the 
matter on line as, in his experience, the 
repair would then be carried out speedily. 

Town Council On The Post Office 
The longest discussion of the evening 

was about Post Office provision in                  
Bentham, an item put on the agenda by 
Cllr Bridgeman. The Town Council had 
written to the Post Office outlining their 
concerns and had not received a reply. This 
level of inaction by both Post Office                
Counters Ltd and the Royal Mail is typical 
of the treatment that has been meted out to 
David Alder, our esteemed postmaster, for 
the past 5 years. All were in total agree-
ment that there was serious concern in         
Bentham about the possible loss of the Post                  
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MARK WATSON 
HOME & GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 
 

 
Gardening 

and landscaping services,  
mowing, strimming. Hedge cutting, fencing, 

paving, turfing and power washing.  
Loft insulating and pointing. 

 

07759680938   07759680943 
015242 62038 

TAI CHI QIGONG  
MAKES THE DIFFERENCE 

Problem with balance and joints? 
Want to feel more calm? 

 

Come to Sole to Soul 
Thursdays 11am -12.30pm 

 

See website for more information 
http://www.sole-to-soul.net/gigong.html 

……../Continued from page 13 

Office services, and the jobs that go along 
with them. There are important security 
issues that need to be addressed, as well as 
finding a suitable site to relocate the Post 
Office.  There was unanimous praise for the 
dedication and quality of service provided 
by the postmaster and his excellent, caring, 
knowledgeable staff. It was agreed that the 
Post Office Counters Ltd should be held to 
account, and would be invited to send a 
high-level representative with authority to 
make decisions to a meeting in Bentham as 
soon as possible.  

 

There were various small items of good 
news: The Low Bentham Street Fair raised 
£1,435.26 for Victoria Institute funds, the 
Fire Service will offer free Fire Risk                 
Assessments and smoke alarms to elderly                 
residents (they just need to ask), and also 
NYCC will offer flood risk assistance to any-
one who contacts them, the work on                 
providing Collingwood Terrace almshouses 
with new exterior porches is nearly                   
complete and the defibrillator for the            
Victoria Institute is being installed, free of 
charge, by a local builder. 

A letter from a Low Bentham resident 
complaining that someone has erected a bird 
table on The Green (on land owned by the 
Town Council) which was quite nice when it 
just had seeds on it, but that a chicken carcass 
and sausages have appeared! This does not 
seem quite as nice as  vermin could be                 
attracted to the site, so Cllr Adams said he’d 
do a site visit.          
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People Page 
Charity Thanks 
Bentham Fire Station would like to thank 
everyone who kindly donated raffle prizes 
to their Christmas Party on the 16th            
December. 

We would especially like to thank the 
Black Bull and their hard working staff 
and the Coach House staff for coming 
over to lend a hand. Thank you to Bryony 
for working hard to cook all the food for 
us hungry lot! Thank you to Guare               
Hospitality for donating all the food and 
the room hire for free, allowing us to 
raise £345 for the fire fighters charity. 
Richard Blackwell 
 
Well folks, sorry for the delay. We have 
been waiting for the last bits of money to 
come in and for the relevant places to 
open again after the holiday period.  The 
final figure raised was £4,212.75.              
A FANTASTIC effort, thank you to           
everyone for their generosity and                  
kindness. Each charity received 
£1,404.25:- 

British Heart Foundation  Research UK 
Cancer Research UK (Childhood                 

cancer) 
Alzheimers Research (Lancaster            

University - defying dementia and              
Alzheimers). 

THANK  YOU TO EVERYONE.  
Ed Briggs and family 
 
The Bentham Craft Club ended 2016 
with a wonderful meal at the Horse and 
Farrier – thank you to Sue and Staff. 

The year has seen the group grow in             
numbers, new skills learned and £130           
donated to local charities. Parcels of         
blankets, knitted jumpers, scarves, gloves 
etc sent to ‘Knit for Peace’ to be sent to 
needy causes from Britain, Europe and 
Africa. 

I, for one, look forward to another 
year of happy Tuesday mornings! 
The Bentham Line Dancers held their 
annual Jacobs Join on 8th December 
2016.Thanks to all who have supported 
the group throughout the year.  A cheque 
for £100 was sent to Bentham C.P School 
to help with the ‘Garden’ project. 

We meet each Thursday at the              
Methodist Church from 7pm. All are          
welcome. 
Jenny Durrant 
 

Personal Thanks 
The Late Michael Collins of Main Street, 
Bentham 

I would like to thank all those who knew 
my late father, and passed on wishes of            
condolence after his passing on 18th                  
December 2016. He was, I understand, a 
popular figure in Bentham and will be            
greatly missed. He is survived by his wife 
Janet, a son, daughter-in-law and grand-
child. 

Special thanks go to to Jim at Brown and 
Whittaker, the vicar Mabel, Skipton                
Crematorium and Carl and staff at the Black 
Bull. Also to all his friends in Bentham for 
making the day of his final service a day of 
reflection and remembrance. Thank you all. 

Martin Collins 

 

Notices 
Fabulous Fashions at the Victoria                  
Institute, Low Bentham, Friday 24th               
February, 6-9pm.  Bargains Galore 50p-£5.  
Refreshments. Raffle.  All proceeds to the 
building fund for St John the Baptist 
Church, Low Bentham.  Admission free. 

K Piper 61977  

 

Springfield Bowling Club  

Please would all members note that the 2017 
AGM will be held on Tuesday 28th                 
February, 7pm in the club house.  If you 
have any items to be added to the Agenda 
please contact Helen Cross (Secretary) on 
015242 80079 by Tuesday 7th February. 
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Your Letters 

Dear Bentham News. 

The item in last month’s Bentham 
News "Explaining Integrated Care 
Communities" was good to see. It stated 
what we can expect if we have just come to 
live in Bentham or if our circumstances have 
changed so that we now want to be more 
involved in the community. 

The list of Bentham organisations covered 
most groups including different age groups 
and most activities. 

However, I was sad to see there was no            
mention of Age Concern which is a thriving 
group in Bentham including Low Bentham, 
Burton and some people from Ingleton. 

Mary Hartley 

 

Dear Bentham News 

It does not seem 15 years ago since my                 
children performed in their first panto,               
Wizard of Oz. At the debrief I offered to help 
with any future pantomimes. The following 
year the Town Hall was going to be closed 
for refurbishment - do you remember what it 
looked like? The half term panto slot was not 
available and it was decided to produce The 
Bentham History Show instead. That was 
when it all started for me.  During the past 14 
years, with the exception of two pantos, I've 
either helped write, directed or acted in most 
of the productions the group has done. I've 
been Technical Director on all of them.   

It was not easy to say I was not going to 
help to Sue Halsall but my decision was 
made last year, by the end of the panto              
party, that my involvement would be over. I 
did pop back to help tidy away the technical 
equipment! 

I was fortunate during my period of time 
with the group that there was a very vibrant 
production team and cast with a great can do 
attitude; Anne Preston, Sue Bloxham, David 
Lloyd, Peter Armstrong, Dave and              
Leonie Pearce and right at the centre of the 
whole thing Margaret Cowling. There were 
people who were involved before them too. 
People I never, or briefly met; Keith                  
Cowling, Heather & Richard Knowles and 

many, many more besides. All of 
that said the long service award has 
to go to Gareth Adams. His dedica-
tion and determination to see the 
show go on is second to none. It 

really wouldn't be the production it is from 
an audience and cast point of view without 
him. 

The lesson I learnt from all of this? No 
need to re-invent the wheel. I was lucky in 
that I arrived when the group had many 
members, a good majority of them not even 
teenage. We saw the dreams of Sue Bloxham 
and Margaret Cowling realised with the           
formation of the Youth Theatre - I had one of 
those 'youths' come to me in the pub on New 
Years Eve to tell me how wonderful the 
whole experience was. In short, I had a ball.  
Sadly over the past few years the group has 
not had the new blood it needs to survive. 
The number of younger people participating 
has dwindled and that in turn reflects on the 
audience size. I would strongly urge parents 
to encourage their children to participate in a 
panto. It has to be one of the greatest                 
confidence and team building experiences 
ever!  

So I'm looking at the Panto Facebook page 
and I'm thinking to myself "those costumes 
look great and it's only the beginning of           
January!" There's a whole new sea of fresh 
faces that have injected vigour and enthusi-
asm back into the group. It's a little sad that 
it's fallen out of favour over the past few 
years. Give yourself and your family a bit of 
a treat and remind yourself just how much 
fun a panto can be. Encourage the kid to boo 
the villain and cheer the heroes. I know it's 
not DC or Marvel, it's so much more old 
fashioned than that. It's good 'ole' family 
entertainment! I'm looking forward to taking 
my seat for Friday’s performance and for the 
first time ever not having a clue as to what 
will happen next. More importantly not           
having to worry about it!  

To all the cast and crew of Dick                    
Whittington, 'break a leg'! More                         
importantly go out there with big smiles and 
enjoy the whole experience! 

Iain Henshaw 
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Learn to Drive with  

Sally Moore 
 

Your local, friendly  

Instructor 
 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 

Police Incidents 
By PC Barbara Parsons 

Between 19:30hrs on Saturday 14th January 2017 and 12:00hrs on Sunday 

15th January a red Mercedes van registration number N612 WPY was              

stolen from a layby on the B6480 on the outskirts of Bentham. The vehicle 

is very distinctive because it is an old North Yorkshire Fire & Rescue           

vehicle. The signage has been painted over but the writing is still visible 

underneath. Any information to PC 830 Barbara Parsons on telephone 

'101' quoting crime reference number 12170008153. 

 

Please be aware a number of business premises were broken into in           

Ingleton overnight 09/01/17-10/01/17. The offender(s) forced rear doors (fire 

doors, wooden and UPVC) and any CCTV present on site was tampered 

with. Tills, safes, charity boxes, tip jars and electrical items of high value 

were stolen. There have been similar crimes in Long Preston and Malham.                  

Can businesses in Bentham be aware and consider how secure your rear 

access is. 
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Hair Studio              

              Cath Blackwell, 

                 Homeleigh, 

       Fourlands, 

                 Bentham, 

                LA2 7EX 
 

   Tel: 015242 62510 

   Mob: 07796 148900 

 

 

 

 

MEL BOOTH 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

07825749631 
 

GENERAL HANDY-
MAN,  

GARDEN MAINTENANCE,   
GREAT RATES. 
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Lest We Forget   —   
John Edmund Maudsley 
Words by Allan Hartley 

Research by Marilyn Hartley 

(Sadly we  have no photograph). 

John was a Benthamer through and 
through.  He was born in Mewith in 1887, 
the youngest son1 of Thomas2 and Agnes3 
Maudsley, née Sedgwick. The family home 
at the time is given as The Russell’s,               
Tatham. 

The 1891 census, John then four, shows 
the family home as Oxenforth Green,            
Tatham, where John lived until he got            
married in 1909 to Elizabeth Robinson4, 
whose family lived at Pinewood Cottages5, 
Main Street, Bentham6. 

Sadly we have no idea what John did for 
a living prior to the war. However, we 
know that he enlisted in the Tyneside 
Scottish Regiment some time in 1916, as he 
is mentioned as being on leave7 and back 
home in Bentham in late September 1916.  

The next we hear from John is that he 
has been transferred to the Northumber-
land Fusiliers (NF) as Private 36476 in the 
1st-7th Battalion 50th Northumbrian               
Division, before being reported missing on 
26th October 1917. 

So what happened to John? We know he 
had been in France from February 1917, 
being engaged in various actions in the 
northern areas of the Somme and Ypres 
Salient when, in the early morning of 26th 
October, the Northumberland Fusiliers 
took part in a major offensive in the 3rd 
Battle of Ypres, better known as                         
Passchendaele8. On 24th October the NF 
had moved into position with the Highland 
Light Infantry and Lancashire Fusiliers, 
about 1000 men. On the 24th and 25th the 
weather is recorded as raining very hard 
and generally atrocious. Despite the rain, 
the men are in position by 10.30pm and 
spend a wet night in the trenches.  Early on 
the 26th the men are moved to their                
forward position and at 5am they are ready 

to go Over the Top.  

     Zero Hour at 05.40, a creeping 
barrage is laid down and the men 
go Over the Top to be met                 
immediately by a hail of German 
shrapnel shells and machine gun 
bullets. The going is difficult, the 

ground being churned up by the constant 
rain and previous battles. The  Germans are 
in retreat (temporarily) and the NF advance 
200 yards before being held up by more 
machine gun fire.  Despite suffering heavy 
casualties, they fight on. Having fought all 
day, at midnight the NF are relieved by the 
York Regiment. Soon the Germans retake 
the ground previously lost. The dead and 
wounded are brought in where possible but 
John was not amongst them. He was one of 
53 reported missing. At the time it was 
hoped that John was taken prisoner but it 
was not to be and he remains missing, lost 
to the mud and bullets of Passchendaele 
along with  thousands of other men. John is                          
remembered at Tyne Cot Cemetery9 and 
Memorial to the Missing on wall panels 19 
to 23 and 162 along with nine other                     
Bentham men. 

In June 1918 a memorial service was held 
at St Margaret’s Church, High Bentham. 
The Rev G H C Bartley said that John was 
well known and respected, and expressed 
deep sympathy to his wife, Elizabeth, and 
two young children4.  

John is commemorated on the war               
memorial plaque on Station Road and the 
memorial plaque at St Margaret’s Church. 

  

John was the 31st Bentham man to be 
killed. He was 30. 
 

Notes 

1. Thomas and Agnes had 10 children, John 
the eldest with three brothers and six sisters. 

2. Thomas was born at Tatham. He was a 
farmer for most of his life. He died in 1945 aged 
84. 

3. Agnes, née Sedgwick, was from Roantree, 
Dent.    

                                    ……../Continued overleaf  
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Your memories by Leah 
Video/Photo Preservation, 

Editing and Filming Service 
Please get in touch to discuss your  
requirements 
leah@memorabeleah.co.uk 

015242 62939 or  
07884208950  
 

………… Continued from page 19 

4. John married Elizabeth Robinson in 1909, 
and had two children, John Alan and Margaret. 

 John Alan was educated at Bentham Grammar 
School and later qualified as an Architect. He 
died in 1998. Sadly we don’t know much about 
Margaret other than she died in 1993. 

5. Despite losing John to the war, Elizabeth 
remained at Pinewood Cottages up to her death 
in 1978 at the good age of 90. 

6. Pinewood Cottages, High Bentham, opposite 
the Horse and Farrier? 

7. On leave with John in September 1916 are 
Stephen Newhouse, Henry Jacques, Fred Smith, 
and S Smith. As far as we are aware all survived 
the war. Sadly William Robinson wasn’t as  

fortunate and was also reported Missing at Pass-
chendaele. See BN 361. We also don’t know if 
William was a relative of John’s wife Elizabeth. 

8. A full account of the battle is available by 
visiting:-                                              
www.fusiliers.co.uk/military/7th battalion   
northumberland fusiliers war diary                    
9. Tyne Cot is the largest Commonwealth 
Military Cemetery in the World and contains 
11,953 burials of which 8366 are unknown, and 
the names of 35,000 men who remain missing 
from battles fought in Flanders. 

10.  We are indebted to John Edmondson of   
Burton in Lonsdale for the provision of family      
history. 

There is a 4 day trip in early 
May to the Western Front 
(Somme and Flanders) where 
the intention is to find the 
graves and memorials of as 
many Bentham men as            
possible. If you are interested 
in coming along contact by 
email Allan or Marilyn at                                  
HartleyAlmal@aol.com or via 
Bentham News. 

mailto:leah@memorabeleah.co.uk
mailto:HartleyAlmal@aol.com
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Craven Concerns 

By D.Cllr Ian Thompson 

Cllr.ithompson@cravendc.gov.uk   Tel: 015242 62472 

The New Year has been a quiet period at the District Council, so Councillor Linda 
Brockbank and I have been able to follow up a number of items of interest locally:  

Linda has asked Julian Smith MP to support our effort to keep the Bentham Post Office 
open when David Alder retires and Julian has agreed to help. She has brought the Town 
Council’s concern about dog fouling to the attention of Craven District’s Environmental 
Health Manager and is also working closely with NYCC Libraries Department as they 
prepare to relocate Bentham Library to Pioneer Projects at the Looking Well.  

Meanwhile, I have been working with NYCC Countryside Services setting up a                   
volunteer group to help maintain footpaths in our area. Local residents who want to take 
an active part in maintaining a safe and pleasant access to our network of Public Rights of 
Way will be able to do so with the support of NYCC. Volunteers will be given advice and 
training, materials will be provided, specialist tools loaned and insurance cover arranged. 
The initial group comprises four stalwarts who used to volunteer with the NYCC Country-
side Rangers. If you enjoy the countryside, are fit and willing to get your hands dirty now 
and again please get in touch with me and I will let you know when we will be working. 
Our first major project may be to build steps at Burton on the footpath from Bogg Beck 
footbridge to Frounts Field and we will undertake other repair jobs as they arise. 
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Events in February 
Town Hall Codes: TB Ballroom LH Lower 
Hall WR Wenningdale Room 
Wed 1st Pioneer Projects (PP), Looking 
 Well, 2-4pm, Art for All Art Group. 
 And  8th & 15th. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Wed. 
 11.30am-2.15pm, Community Link 
 Café. And every Wed. 
 3.45-8.30pm, Helen Howard School 
 of Dance. And every Wed. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11:30am, 
 Coffee  Morning. Donations to 
 local charities. And every Wed.  
 Methodist Church Hall, 9.30-
 10.30am, Pilates with Sally Horn. 
 And every Wed. 
Thu 2nd PP, Looking Well, 1-4pm, Art 
 Shed, Community Art. 
 And 9th & 16th. 
 Town Hall, 9.30-10.30am, Pilates. 
 And every Thu. LH 
 7-8pm, TNT Fitness, Boxercise.  And 
 9th & 16th. TB 
 7-10pm, High Bentham WI. LH. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm, 
 Welcome-In.  Dominoes and tea for 
 all ages, for transport contact 
 Anthony 63156.  And 16th. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon,  
 Bat’N’Chat.  And every Thurs. 
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Thurs. 
Fri 3rd Masonic Lodge, 10am- 2.30pm,  
 Age Concern.  Card Bingo. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Fri.  
 4-7pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Fri. 
 PP, Looking Well, 10.30–1pm, Art 
 Skills Development. For details ring 
 62672.  And 10th & 17th.  
 Town Hall, 9:30-11am, Little Stars 
 Toddler Group & every Fri not 24th. 
 5.30-6.30pm, Sally Reid. And 10th LH 
 7.30pm, Bentham Show Annual Quiz. 
 Further details from Val Lawson  
 61606 or John Whitfield 07540181524. 
 

Sat 4th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, 
 FOBL coffee morning. TB. 
 Methodist Church, 7.30pm,  Saturday 
 Night Live, Peter & Helen Stobart, 
 everyone welcome. 
Sun 5th Town Hall, 1-5pm, Panto rehearsal.  
 Bentham Footpath Group, Staveley, 
 7 miles, Leaders Colin and  
 Alison Stroud.  See page 32. 
Mon 6th PP, Lairgill Car Park, meet 9.30am, 
 Walks for Women. And 13th & 27th. 
 PP, Looking Well, Monthly Carers 
 group with Making Art for those 
 with memory loss  both 10.15 - 
 12-15pm, ring 62672 for details. 
 Town Hall, 1-3pm, N Y Horizons. 
 And every Mon. WR. 
 1-4pm, Indoor Bowls.  And  every 
 Mon. (not 20th) 
 7-8pm, TNT Fitness, Boxercise. And 
 13th & 27th. 
 Town  Hall, 7pm, Council Mtg, LH. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Office Open. And every Mon. 
 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Mon. 
 3.45-6pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Mon. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 10-11:30am, 
 Toddle-in for parents and carers with 
 children 0-4.  And every Mon. £1 per 
 family 
 6.15-7.30pm, Springboard for 
 children aged 7-11 years.  And every 
 Mon. in term time.  40p per session. 
Tues 7th PP, Looking Well, 10.30am, 
 Looking Well Tuesday Café and Art 
 Activities. Community Lunch at 
 1pm with Soup. And 14th. 
 Creative Writers Group, 11.30-1pm. 
 And 14th. 
 Town Hall, 9-10am, Mature Movers.  
 And every Tues (not 21st). LH. 
 10am-12noon, Craft Club. And every 
 Tues. WR. 
 10.15-11.45am, Contemporary Ballet 
 And every Tues. (not 21st). LH. 
 6.30-9pm, Slimming World. And 
 every Tues. LH. 
 7-8pm, Aerobics. And every Tues TB. 
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 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, 
 Office Open. And every Tues. 
 1-3.30pm, Piper’s Painters.  And 
 every Tues. 
 3.45-8.30pm, Helen Howard School  of 
 Dance.  And every Tues. 
 Bentham Primary School,    
 6-7pm, Yoga. And every Tues. 
Wed 8th PP, Looking Well, 8-9.30pm, 
 Singing for All. And  22nd.  
 Tel David Burbridge 01539 621166 for 
 further details.  
 Ingleton Community Centre, 10am- 
 12noon.  CAB. And 22nd. 
Thu 9th Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm, 
 Knit and Natter.  Knitting group for 
 any ability, Methodist Church, help 
 available. And 23rd. 
 Black Bull Pub, 7.30pm, Bentham 
 Carnival AGM. 
Fri 10th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30 pm, 
 Age Concern. Exercise. Sally Horn 
Sat 11th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, 
         Community Café coffee morning. TB. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Book swap. And every 2nd Sat. 
 Whittington Village Hall, 12-7pm, 
 Sausage, Pie & Beer Festival. Page 30. 
Sun 12th BENTHAM NEWS DEADLINE 
 Town Hall, 1-5pm, Panto  rehearsal  
Mon 13th PP, Looking Well, Making Art.  
 For those with memory loss and their 
 carers, 10.15am-12.15pm.  
 Tel 62672 for details.  
 Old School, Lowgill, 8pm,  
 Lowgill Sports AGM 
Tues 14th Methodist Church, 2.15 pm 
 Monthly Bright Hour.  Come and  
 Learn more about the work of  
 St John’s Hospice. 
Wed 15th Bentham Footpath Group, 
 Kirkby Lonsdale, 5.5 miles, Leader 
 Don Cartledge, 64979.  See page 32. 
 Looking Well, King Street, 7.30pm, 
 BEST Green Café - James Bargh—
 minimising his environmental 
 impact.  See page 5. 
 Town Hall, 7-9pm, Panto rehearsal 
Fri 17th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30 pm, 
 Age Concern.  Trek in Nepal by 
 Lillian Barton 

 Methodist Church Hall, 6-7pm, 
 Yoga.  And every Fri. 
Sat 18th Methodist Church Hall  
 10-11.30am, Give and Take -  
 exchange of unwanted goods  page 5 
 Town Hall, 10am-12noon,  
 Pet Rescue coffee morning.  TB. 
 7.30pm, Big G Dancing . Ballroom,  
 Sequence, Jive, Old Time.  
 Bring your own drinks. LH 
Sun 19th Town Hall, 2-10pm,  
 Panto (P)  Rehearsal  
Mon 20th Town Hall, 6-10pm,  P rehearsal.  
Tues 21st Town Hall, 7-10pm, P Rehearsal  
 (if required)  
Wed 22nd Town Hall, 7pm, Bentham 
 Footpath Group, Open Business 
 Meeting. WR. 
 6-10pm, Panto Performance 
Thurs 23rd Town Hall, 6-10pm, Panto
 performance. 
 Methodist Church, 6-9pm Eco 
 Evening.  See page 27 
Fri 24th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30 pm, 
  Age Concern.  Driving the Disabled 
 by Colin Etherington. 
 Victoria Inst., 6-9pm, Fabulous 
 Fashions.  See page 15. 
 Town Hall, 6-10pm,  
 Panto performance 
Sat 25th Town Hall, 10am-12noon,  
 LASRUG coffee morning. TB. 
 5pm-12am, Panto performance  
 and  party. 
 Bentham Footpath Group,  Barbon, 
 7 miles, leader Robert Baines, 41452.  
 See page 32. 
 Centre @ Halton, 6.30-11pm,Family  
 Fun Night.  See page 30.   
Sun 26th Town Hall, am Panto clean-up. 
Mon 27th Methodist Church, 7.30pm, 
 Ewecross Historical Society. Sandy 
 Grant: ‘Anglo-Scottish Warfare: 
 Robert Bruce and the  Scottish Raids 
 on Northern England, 1314-28’ 
Tues 28th Springfield Bowling Club, 7pm 
 AGM.  Club house. 
Wed 1st Town Hall, Bentham Footpath 
 Group, 7pm,Open Business Mtg WR 
Fri 3rd March Victoria Inst, 6.30pm, Family 
 Games Night. £1. Refreshments.                       

BENTHAM NEWS IS PUBLISHED 
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F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 
01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

 

 
 TAYLORS 

 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 

High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  

9.00am—5.00pm 

Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 
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Donations Urgently 
Needed To Help               
Asylum Seekers 
By Lizzy Hare,Volunteer coordinator, LMARS 
– a project of the Marsh Community Centre 

Lancaster and Morecambe Asylum and 
Refugee Support (LMARS) is a project of 
Marsh Community Centre, registered            
charity no. 1085116. It is represented on the 
steering group of Lancaster and                          
Morecambe City of Sanctuary.  LMARS                   
provides legal, health and housing support 
to asylum seekers and refugees within the 
district. We do this by providing volunteers 
to visit and assist newly arrived asylum 
seekers to help them become independent 
and integrated into the local community.   

     We also run drop-in sessions on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays, 11:30am-
2:00pm, at the Friends Meeting House to 
provide support and information, and           
assist with finding sources of legal advice. 
We deal with queries that arise from corre-
spondence from the Home Office or other 
official bodies, and refer to other agencies 
as appropriate. The current number of            
asylum seekers in Lancaster has increased 
from 26 people in November to over 100.  
They all need our help for support and             
information. 

     Although we don’t need any more 
volunteers or donations in kind as we have 
plenty of clothing, bedding, toys and            
kitchen equipment, etc., we do need money 
to help with our running costs. The asylum 
seekers get £36 a week to live on and so 
they cannot afford to travel to interviews 
that are required as part of their legal            
process. 

     At present LMARS costs about £150 a 
week to run. Some of this money is spent 
on our phone and stationery, on                     
interpreters’ fees, but most of it is spent on 
fares for asylum seekers to attend                        
interviews with the Immigration Service in         
Liverpool and the Home Office in Salford, 

to see lawyers, for biometric enrolment           
and for prescription costs until NHS               
exemption certificates are issued.  We also 
buy school uniforms for the children, 11         
of whom  currently attend school in              
Lancaster.  

Our funding is dependent entirely on the 
generosity of local, caring people.  If you 
would like to help:  

Please make cheques payable to Marsh 
Community Centre Charitable Trust.               
Endorse cheques to LMARS on the back.  
Send cheques in an envelope clearly 
marked FAO Sally Pidd LMARS to                 
Marsh Community Centre Lancaster               
LA1 5PP. 

You can also make donations at Sole to 
Soul on Grasmere Drive in Bentham, where 
Marie is collecting money on our behalf for 
school shoes for the children. We will also 
accept good quality second hand shoes. 

For more information please visit our 
website.  Thank you for your generosity in 
helping our work.  

N.B.  We are our awaiting Trustees’          
approval of a Gift Aid form. Please let us 
know if you would like to be sent one and 
give us your email address. 

Audio Bentham News 

Do you have trouble reading the BN? 

We provide a FREE Audio CD service 

for those who have difficulty with the 

written word. Just call 015242 61515 

or email info@thebenthamnews with 

your name and address. 
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Leonard Tyrer & Son Ltd 

Joiners 
Established 1954 

All types of joinery work undertaken 
 

Grove Hill, Station Road, Bentham 

Tel 015242 62333 

07780788339 

www.tyrersjoinery.co.uk 

 
All joinery work  

Undertaken 
 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
REDHEADS COAL AND GAS 

 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 
All sizes of Bottled Gas delivered 

 

Kindling, Logs, Wood pellets, Prepacked fuel 
Compost and Gro-Bags 

 

We won’t be beaten on  
Price, Quality and Service 

 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

Tel: 015242 41626 

       Settle Chimney  
        Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  

Sweeping Service 
Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls,  
Carbon Monoxide Detectors 

Supplied & Fitted. 
National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683 - 
Mob. 07815 285321  
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Churches Together In 

Bentham 
By Father Francis Smith, Parish Priest 

Christmas is gone and all the decorations 
have been put away or should I say shoved 
away in a box for next Christmas. 

Not that long ago we were all celebrating 
and sharing and being friendly and cosy, 
but those feelings seem to disappear as the 
month of January drags on and we suffer 
with the post Christmas blues. Now is a 
good time to remember that He is close to 
each one of us and asks us to stay close to 
Him. This is where prayer comes in. 

Prayer is communion with God. When 
we hear the word communion, we think of 
the Eucharist, the most powerful                     
communion with God, but it is one of many 
forms of communion or prayer. Taking a 
moment to talk to God during the day is 
communion with Him, is prayer. Saying the 
rosary or some other prayer while driving 
to work is communion with God, is prayer, 
and so on. The emphasis is on communion 
with God, not on the rote recitation of 
words.  

And we pray because we need to be             
united to God.  We have to get away from 
the idea that prayer keeps God happy. 
That’s wrong. We pray because we need 
God, not because He needs us.  

We have to pray because we can’t                
assume that we can handle the complexities 
of life without God and we can’t have              
communion with God throughout our day 
if we don’t open ourselves up to his               
presence.  

Think of it this way: parents cannot give 
their son or daughter a college or university 
education unless the young person wants it. 
Unless the child has a deep thirst for 
knowledge, the parents are wasting their 
efforts. So too with God. God can offer us 
the finest of gifts, but God cannot give                
unless we are willing to accept. We show 
our willingness by prayer. 

But remember, prayer is listening as well 

as talking. A two-way             
conversation where we 
listen for God to speak to 
us.  

The good news is, pray and something 
happens, and seeing our prayers answered, 
becoming more and more God-centered, we 
start to make our petitions with                        
thanksgiving. Paul wrote to the Philippians 
(4:6), "with thanksgiving let your requests 
be known to God." We thank God for             
giving us what we pray for at the same time 
we pray for it.  

Jesus says the most important thing 
about prayer is to "pray without becoming                       
weary." Let us keep raising our arms to God 
in prayer, keep pestering God in               
prayer. Let’s get on and do it especially in 
this season of post Christmas blues!! 

Just Food 
By Timothy Fox 

An Eco-Evening with Churches Together 
in Bentham 

Thursday 23 February, 6 pm – 9 pm 

All About Food: Bring and Share a Supper/
Jacob’s Join.  Use your LOAF!    

 - Locally sourced  

 - Organically produced 

 - Animal-friendly  

 - Fairly traded….. 

Fair Trade, “Growing With Grace”,  “BEST” 
locally sourced food, changes in farming, 
Eco-Church, celebrating God’s generosity… 

Come to an evening at the Methodist 
Church to share food and good stories 
about food and about how we look after 
God’s world.   Where do we need to change 
our life-style?  How can we protect the 
planet for our grandchildren? 

 What is happening already in Bentham?  
What more can we do?  How can we work 
together on this?  Who can help us?   

Presentations and displays and chat and 
worship – AND FOOD. 

Shared Supper:  Please contact Timothy 

Fox on 62575 to let me know what you can 

bring. 
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Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 
Mob: 07768 571407 

 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 

INTERCOUNTY                                        

DRIVING SCHOOL                                               

VAL KAY                                                      
THEORY TRAINING                                

AVAILABLE                                                 

015242 62794                                        
e-mail: 

val@bentham999.wanadoo.co.uk 
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Teenage Book Review  
By Daisy Redfern 

To Kill A Mockingbird 
By Harper Lee 

First published in 1960, ‘To Kill a                  
Mockingbird’ was written by Harper Lee 
(1926-2016). It remained her only novel for 
50 years, but in 2015 Lee wrote her second 
book ‘Go Set a Watchman’, which continues 
to tell the life of main character Jean Louise 
Finch. 

‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ is set in the             
fictional village of Maycomb, in 1930s            
Alabama. It tells the story of Atticus Finch, 
a hardworking, ethical lawyer, through the 
eyes of his two children – Jem and Jean 
Louise (Scout) Finch. The plot has two 
threads. One follows Atticus defending a 
black man, Tom Robinson, accused of the 
rape of a white girl. Atticus’ part in                  
defending a black man in the racist                   
community of Maycomb results in his               
family becoming a target; Jem and Scout get 
teased at school, and all the Finches get 
ridiculed. The other thread follows Boo 
Radley, supposedly a monster, never 
setting foot outside his house, giving Scout, 
Jem and their summer friend Dill many 
close calls and spooky experiences. His 
menacing character hangs over the town, 
and is a mystery Scout wants to explore but 
is hesitant to do so. Boo Radley and Tom 
Robinson are both seen as monsters in the 
eyes of the public, and they are both 
trapped; Boo in his house, Tom in a prison, 
and both because of an accusation.  

Lee skilfully displays characters and            
human nature; for example, the funny yet                   
unsettling presence of their neighbours, 
including gossip Stephanie Crawford and 
moral Miss Atkinson. And when Lee wants 
to give a darker atmosphere, as in the            
chapter when Jem and Scout walk through 
a dark field, she brilliantly creates tension, 
letting us feel their terror and vulnerability.  

In ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ Lee                    
encourages us not to judge a book by its 

cover, and helps us realise that what 
matters is what’s on the inside. I think the 
themes of this book would be just as                  
relevant today, although they may focus 
more on religion than race. I recommend 
this book to any child, teenager or adult. It 
lets us empathise with the characters, and 
therefore other people. As Atticus Finch 
says: “You never really understand a               
person until you consider things from his 
point of view… until you climb into his skin 
and walk around in it.”  

 

  



30  

 

Hornby Institute 
By Pat Seber 
Hornby in partnership with Unique 
Homecare present a programme of events of 
particular interest to the over 60’s, athough 
all are welcome. Speakers at 10.30-11.30 and 
11.30-12.30 for light refreshments and           
informal questions. Topics covered:- 
Financial planning 2nd February -Speakers 
Gareth Nicholson, an independent financial 
advisor specialising in retirement through 
to care planning, followed by Lyn Buckley 
from Health Advocacy, specialising in             
funding for care. 

Future dates for the diary (topics may be 
subject to change):- 
16th February Lasting Power of             
Attorney 
2nd March Living Wills 
16th March Care Options (Residential and 
Home Care) 
30th March Healthy Holistic Living. 
Hornby Singers 
We were very grateful to Pam Davis who 
took our first singing session of the New 
Year as Dan our usual musical director was 
elsewhere.  Pam provided a great variety of 
songs for us to sing most of which we knew 
or could pick up easily and included works 
from Oliver, Les  Miserables and the Beatles. 

Dan will be back in February. Tuesday 
evenings  7th and 21st of February, 7-9pm.     
Tuesday afternoons 14th and 28th                    
February,1.30-3.30pm. Cost £4.00. For            
further information call Pat on 015242 21449 
Hornby Flower Club 
We are very pleased to have as our guest 
presenter one of our own club members, 
Rebecca Sanderson.  Rebecca is a very keen 
flower arranger and gardener and her            
illustrated talk is about her 'Gardening              
Journey', explaining how she took a piece of 
neglected land and made it bloom. 

Thursday 16th February, 7.30pm, Hornby 
Institute, £4.00, refreshments and raffle. 
The Chef Show – Thursday 9th February 
By Susan Lucas 
The Centre @ Halton is once again               
to collaborate with Spot on Lancashire to 
offer innovative events to local people in 

communities in 
rural locations 
and this time 
they are bringing 
The Chef Show 
on Thursday 9th                 
February at 7pm. This show is a fusion of a 
comedy play and cookery demonstration 
with two actors playing all the roles during 
a busy night in a local curry house. They are 
joined by a chef from a local restaurant 
offering a spicy cookery demonstration. 
There will be an opportunity to taste the 
delicious food prepared and a chance to 
learn more about the lives of the people 
running these restaurants. Tickets, which 
include Indian cuisine tasters, can be bought 
in advance from The Centre, and are £12 for 
adults and £9 for those between 10-17 years 
old. For more information please contact 
Maureen at The Centre on 01524-811316. For 
more details:-  spotonlancashire.co.uk/whats
-on/the-chef-show/ 
Fun for the whole family 
The first major event of the year at The          
Centre @ Halton will be a great Family Fun 
Night on Saturday February 25th, 6.30-
11pm.The night will be hosted by well-
known entertainer and compere Kyle Oram. 
There will be games for the whole family, 
snacks, a disco and a bar. Tickets (advance) 
£4 adults and £3 each child (accompanied 
under 14). Contact Maureen 01524 811316. 

Any funds raised will contribute to the 
ongoing refurbishment of the Centre. 
Sausage, Pie & Beer Festival 
By Kate Manders 
Come to the first Sausage, Pie and Beer            
Festival at Whittington Village Hall on            
Saturday 11th February 12-7.  Local food 
suppliers selling pies, sausages, beer, jams 
and pickles, cheese, cake and coffee.  Fun for 
all the family.  Demonstrations and work-
shops – come and try making your own 
sausages, or learn to match food and beer.  
Amateur Pie Competition: bring your own 
home-made raised pie or fruit pie and see 
whose is best!  Voluntary £2 entry fee in aid 
of St John’s Hospice. Stalls by Katie’s           
Kitchen, Hornby Butchers, Whin Yeats 
Dairy, Old School Brewery, Sue Prickett 
Jams & Preserves and Kircabi Coffee                  
Roasters.   

News From Our Neighbours 
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‘Roaring Success’  
Of Charity Cake Stall 
By Lee Hayward 

Having watched the ‘Stand Up To Cancer’ 
campaign recently highlighted on                    
television, the young people of West 
Stonegate House decided they too would 
like to try and raise some money towards 
fighting this terrible illness. They are all very 
keen cake bakers, so their idea was to bake 
cakes that they would sell to raise money. 
Staff then became involved with Macmillan 
Cancer Support and sent off for a fundrais-
ing pack to help organise a fundraising cake 
stall. The young people made all the cakes 
and then set up a mobile cake stall on Ben-
tham’s Main Street to catch the passing 
trade. The fundraising event turned out to 
be a roaring success with all the cakes selling 
out within 2 hours. The total raised on the 
day was £150 - an excellent morning’s work.  
All the young people thoroughly enjoyed 
participating in the fundraising activity for 
such a worthwhile cause and were very 
proud of their efforts.  

They then said they wanted to see how 
the money raised would be used, so staff 
from West Stonegate House organised for 
them to visit The Royal Preston Hospital and 
in particular the Rosemere Cancer Ward. 
This gave the young people an opportunity 

to present the cheque in person to the              
nursing team and to see how dedicated 
nursing makes the lives of cancer sufferers 
much more comfortable.  

All the young people from the home at 
West Stonegate House would like to say a 
big thank you to everyone who took the time 
to stop by at the cake stall on the day and 
who contributed to this wonderful cause.  

Rotary Club’s Bonanza 

Cake Sale  
By Lilian Barton 

This cake sale will provide a unique                 

fundraising opportunity for charities (such 

as girl guides, scouts, air ambulance) on a 

first come first served basis. There will be a           

nominal charge of £5 per charity to cover 

costs. The cake sale will take place in the 

Lunesdale Hall, Kirkby Lonsdale from                             

10.30am-2pm on Saturday 25th March and 

charities taking part are requested to              

encourage family, friends and neighbours to 

bake and donate delicious cakes for sale on 

the day. All the proceeds of the cakes sold 

by the participating charities will be for 

them. However, if you personally and inde-

pendently wish to bake and donate a cake, 

the Rotary Club would be delighted to hear 

from you. Tea/coffee, and yes, of course, a 

piece of cake, will be on sale during the 

morning and soup and a roll will be on sale 

at lunchtime. For more information, please 

leave a message as soon as possible on the 

website www.lunesdalerotary.org.uk or 

phone 015242 73166. 

President Richard Parsons and all the 

club members would like to say a big thank 

you for all the donations made to the Father 

Christmas Sleigh collections throughout the 

villages, which totalled in excess of £3,700. 

This was a fabulous result and the money 

will be used to help local causes. 

Finally many congratulations to Duncan 

Hamlett, Chair of the Club's International 

Committee, on being awarded the British 

Empire Medal in the Queen's 2017 New 

Year’s Honours List. 
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Footpath Matters 
By Kate Rowe 

As we enter February the days 
should start to get noticeably             
longer, but our walks this month 
are not long ones. All start from Lairgill at 
9.30am. 

     The first on Sunday 5th is almost 7 
miles in Staveley and the Kentmere valley. 
Parking in Staveley, we walk across Barley 
Bridge and mainly up a minor road to 
Park House, then across the moor and 
down through a small forest to the Kent-
mere road. After crossing the river at 
Browfoot we then walk back into Staveley 
along a minor road. 

     On Wednesday 15th we have a 5.5 mile 
walk starting from Devil's Bridge at Kirk-
by Lonsdale. An easy initial stroll to Cast-
erton is followed by a gradual climb past 
Langthwaite Farmstead with some good 
views looking back.  We then head south 
to the old Roman Road at Bindloss Farm 
which leads on to High Casterton and then 
back to Devil's Bridge. 

     The final February walk on Saturday 
25th is 7 miles around Barbon. From 
Hodge Bridge we follow Barbon Beck and 
pass the Golf Course to Beck Foot Farm. 
We cross to the River Lune and walk along 
Lowfields Lane to Casterton. Quiet roads 
lead us to Fell Garth, through Whelprigg 
to Barbon, passing the church to 
Eskholme, then back past Oak Tree Farm 

to the cars. 

    As our first March walk is on the 
1st, 9 miles Settle/Rome, we have 
details now. The walk starts at 
Craven Ridge and initially takes us 
broadly south, largely on field 

paths. After passing through Rome and 
Farther Rome, we reach Coney Garth, 
affording views across the Ribble Valley. 
We'll use the Ribble Way to reach the 
Settle bypass, before climbing up the val-
ley side to head for Upper Settle.  It's then 
through Settle to Giggleswick and across 
fields, past the Chapel, to reach and cross 
the A65 and return to the cars. There are a 
couple of steep climbs. 

   Please come along to the Open Business 
Meeting on Wednesday 1st March at 7pm 
in the Wenningdale Room, Town Hall. 

Don’t forget the BN deadline date is 12th of 
February  for the  March  edition. 
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Exciting Changes  
At Bentham Primary 
School 
By Mrs C A Boocock, 
Headteacher  

(Tel: 015242-61412) 

The staff, children and           
governors at Bentham C P 
School wish everyone a            
Happy New Year at the start 
of a Spring Term that will 
bring lots of new challenges 
and experiences to us all. 
Recently, governors have 
been heavily involved with 
the headteacher recruitment 
process as I am retiring in April 2017.            
Interviews for my replacement took place 
at the school on 10th and 11th January and 
school governors will be releasing           
details of the successful applicant shortly, 
and the decision will be published in the 
next edition of the Bentham News. We are 
sure the successful candidate will continue 
to build, strengthen and grow relationships 
within the local community. 

On Thursday 5th January, the whole 
school travelled to The Grand Theatre in 
Blackpool to watch the highly accredited 
performance of Aladdin. It was an absolute 
joy to watch all the children experiencing 
this memorable visit. Everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves (Oh yes they did!), and 
were an absolute credit to both the school 
and the community.  

Our sports co-ordinator, Mrs Claire 
Steele, is busy planning for future sporting 
events that children can take part in,                  
including indoor athletics, swimming,                
netball, quicksticks and TAG rugby.                 
Mr Jordan Armstrong will once again be                
running an afterschool Skillz School for 
children with multi-skills on Monday            
evenings and football on Tuesdays.               
In addition, it is eagerly anticipated that 
from 18th January Miss Helen Howard will 

be holding dance classes after school on 
Wednesdays .  These will take place in our 
school hall. 

The Friends of Bentham 
School are busy organising 
more exciting fundraising 
events,    including a  Valen-
tines’  Disco and a Secret’s 
Room for Mother’s Day.   
Following on from the           
successful National Lottery 
Grant application (as                
previously reported in the 
Bentham News), the school’s 
new Wildlife Project                  
continues to flourish and go 
from strength to strength, 
with ground works                    
anticipated to start during 

March 2017. We are still looking for               
volunteers to help with this project, which 
will benefit everyone in the local vicinity so 
if you are interested in volunteering or 
making a donation of any kind, whether 
financial or simply time, then please contact 
the school office on  015242 61412. 

Finally, we still have a couple of places 
available at our ‘Outstanding’ nursery             
provision. Do not miss out on this                   
opportunity to secure a place for your           
pre-school child. For more information or 
to place your child on our ‘waiting list’ for 
future intakes, please contact the school 
office. Places will be allocated on a                   
first-come-first-served basis. 
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Bentham's Save A Life 
By John Vendy 

If all goes to plan, the first Public Access             

Defibrillator for Low Bentham will be in              

position and ready for use on the outside 

of the Victoria Institute by the time you 

read this. 

To access the defibrillator, you will 

need to dial 999. The emergency operator 

will direct you to the cabinet and give you 

the combination if they think defibrillator 

use will be beneficial. Someone should 

remain with the patient, giving CPR 

(Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation), while 

the defibrillator is collected. CPR will keep 

the patient alive until a defibrillator can be 

used. There will be a FREE opportunity to 

learn how to give CPR in the near future, 

so watch for posters and information here soon. 

It's simple - Anyone can do it, EVERYONE should! 

The PuncThe Punch Bowlh Bo 

Low Bentham 
 

Real Fire Real Food Real Ale 
 

Dishes made from fresh produce, locally sourced 
 

Dogs & Muddy Boots welcome 
 

Open all day from noon Tues –Sun 
 

Food served Tues-Sat 12-2 & 6-8.30 

Sunday -Traditional Roasts & full menu served 

all day to 8.30pm 
 

  Booking not essential but advisable 
at peak holiday times 

Tel 015242 61344 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

www.thepunchbowlbentham.co.uk 
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LOGS LOGS LOGS 
Kiln Dried Firewood 

Seasoned Logs, Bags or Loads 
Cash and Carry  
Pick up Point 

 

Bentham Road, Ingleton 
 

Call David on:  015242 41521 
Mobile: 07713055404 

Little Stars  
Baby &  

Toddler Group 
By Ruth and Lauren 

Ruth and I would like to say a Happy New 
Year to all our friends who attend Little 
Stars. A huge thank you to everyone who 
donated teddies to us - on 25th                 
November we had a stall at Bentham 
School’s Christmas Market and raised 
£118! Also, thank you to Heather Carter, 
who had a teddy tombola at Low Bentham                   
Christmas Fair on 27th November and 
raised £55 for Little Stars. We have                 
purchased some new toys for the group, 
which we hope the children will enjoy.  

We had a fantastic Christmas party, 
which all the children (and adults!)                 
thoroughly enjoyed. Thank you so much to 
Claire Procter and Rob Brown for helping 
on the day and a big thank you to Donna 
Townley for supporting us all year round. 
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Age Concern 

By Mary Brougham 

I was unable to write for the January BN because I was on holiday 
in Cyprus with my daughter and son-in-law. We had a very good 
time and missed the bad weather that seemed to put a stop to a lot 
of the events at Age Concern. I am writing this article on January 2nd with Christmas just 
a memory and New Year's Eve come and gone. The Age Concern Christmas party was a 
great success. The meal prepared by our cook, Eileen Beresford, was excellent and Santa 
Claus brought everyone a very useful present of a nightlight to help us see when we get 
up in the dark. After the meal Frank McGregor entertained us on his accordion playing 
lots of Christmas songs. He has been playing for most of his life and regularly entertains 
in the north of England, for coach parties when they come to Morecambe and also for 
sequence dancing.  

Our treasurer, 
Hazel Kennell, and 
husband,    Gordon, 
deserted us for a 
while back in              
November when 
they went to see 
their daughter,            
Alison, in Dubai. 
Hazel completely 
fell in love with her 
daughter’s five 
month old puppy 
called Nanook, who 
is a Pomeranian 
crossed with a 
Husky. From the photos she showed me he 
looks absolutely gorgeous. In February he is               
going to have a companion called Nikita, so 
Alison will have her hands full with two 
mischievous puppies. 

We are happy to welcome two new            
couples that joined us recently, Irene and 
Eddy Pennington from Ingleton and             
Christine and Laurie Watson from Burton in 
Lonsdale. I sincerely hope they enjoy their 
time with us at Age Concern. We can now 
look forward to 2017, which I hope will be a 
good year for all of you. 

 

Photo shows Co-op staff bringing mince pies 
to the Age Concern Christmas party.  Left to 
right, Michelle Piper, Sue Park, Jean                      
Gathergood, Joan Clapham, Shirley Hinde,                
Abbie Cockerton and Chris Dugdale. 

Don’t forget at the end of              
February Bentham Gallery 
will be closing. Please           
deliver all written articles 
and any monies to  Emma’s 
Hair and Beauty in Main 
Street  for Bentham News.                  

February will be the last 
month you can use the             
Gallery. Thank you again to 
Chris for all his help over 
the years. 
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Yorkshire Dales  
Millennium 
Trust - Funding 
Available for          
Rural Enterprise 
By Sarah Pettifer (YDMT - 015242 51002) 

The Yorkshire Dales LEADER Programme 
is once again open for business and helping 
to create jobs and economic growth in rural 
areas by providing funding to support pro-
jects ranging from forestry and farming to 
tourism and rural  services. 

Rima Berry, LEADER Co-ordinator, said: 
“LEADER is a community-led rural                  
development programme which aims to 
improve the quality of life and prosperity 
in Yorkshire Dales communities. We’ve 
been awarded £2.23 million to support local                 
priorities and to help develop a diverse and 
resilient rural economy and create                     
sustainable communities.” 

Grants of between £2,500 - £150,000 are 
available to support innovation and                    
diversification, as well as encouraging            
collaboration and the use of new                    
technologies. Applications for projects that 
capitalise on the distinctive environment 
and cultural landscape of the Yorkshire 
Dales are also welcomed. 

Rima added: “We have already                   
supported some excellent projects from 

small business owners, 
and look forward to sup-
porting many more in the 
coming year. I would                 
encourage any businesses 
that are interested in              

expanding to submit an Outline                   
Application as soon as possible to avoid 
disappointment. We will also be holding                
workshops to help completion of                      
applications.” 

Applications will be considered in the 
order that they are received, and priority 
will be given to initiatives that create new 
jobs in rural areas and which demonstrate                      
collaboration between businesses. 

For further information about available 
grants and schemes, and the applications           
process, please visit the website 
www.yorkshiredalesleader.co.uk/apply in 
the first instance. For more information, 
please contact Rima Berry, LEADER                
Co-ordinator, on 015242 51002 or email 
rima.berry@ydmt.org 

Photo courtesy of YDMT website 



  39  

 

Puzzle piece 
By Richard & Anne Wilson 

Whilst clearing out an old shed last year, 
we found, amidst the junk - some of which 
may not have been touched for 40 years - a 
small pile of clay pigeons, and two                 
cushions printed one side with "Property of 
B.C.S.C. Not to be removed from ground". 
The two items may be unrelated, but we 
are wondering whether they might be, and 
whether BCSC could be Bentham Clay 
Shooting Club.  

Our enquiries haven't so far yielded any 
evidence for such a body having existed, 
and we should be very interested to hear from anyone who can tell us (phone 63399) 
what the cushions are. Any interesting and relevant historical facts will, of course, be 
shared through Bentham News. 

Bentham News is published at New House, Mewith Lane, Bentham, by a voluntary                
editorial committee consisting of Shirley Brown, Kathleen Kelly, Ros Lloyd, Howard 
Matthew, Peter Phillips, Jane Proctor, Richard Wallace, Pam Woof, and Denise                    
Henshaw—co-ordinator, who can be contacted on 015242 61515. Emma Greenep works 
alongside Denise administering the advertising side of the paper and can be reached on 
ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk. Every effort is made to ensure that information contained 
in the paper is correct, however, Bentham News is an open access paper and views and              
opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editorial committee. The committee 
reserves the right to edit contributions. We are willing to withhold names on request, 
but names, addresses and telephone numbers must accompany  all  items  for                      

publication. Please hand in to Emma’s Hair and Beauty in the Main Street or email to:-   
info@thebenthamnews.co.uk   Copy deadline is 12th February for the March edition. 
We aim to acknowledge all emails, if you do not receive a reply to an email, please              
contact us again, as it may not have been received. 

Bentham News now has 32              
pages of colour in which we can 

print colour photographs by             
local people of local events. So 

don’t forget to send them in and 
let us know what your club, 

team, or group is doing! Please 

email your stories and                      

information to:  

info@thebenthamnews.co.uk 

Bentham Carnival 
By Mike Redfern 

The end of May might seem a 
long way off, but the Carnival 
team has already begun to think about this 
year's event. We'll be holding our Annual 
General Meeting on 9th February in the 
Black Bull at 7.30pm - if you've got ideas 
you want to share, thoughts about last year 
or this year or even want to help out, why 
not turn up? One of the many things we are 
proud of is short and useful meetings! 



40  

 

Rotary Young Chef  
Competition 
By Kay Mullett, Settle College Principal’s PA 
Settle College’s talented Year 11 Catering student, 
Rebecca Hulse, is to represent Craven after               
winning first place in the first round of a national 
cookery competition.  

The first stage of the Rotary Young Chef                 
Competition 2016 took place at Craven  College on 
Thursday 11th November 2016. Ms Mason,                  
Catering teacher at Settle College said, ‘As usual the 
standard was very high and students were judged on 
a range of criteria from the actual food itself, complexity and final taste, presentation, 
hygiene and time planning.   Rebecca blew us away with her culinary creations, the brief 
of which was to design and make a healthy two course meal in 1½ hours, with a budget 
of £10.00.’ 

Rebecca’s winning menu was Pan Fried Sea Bass with a Potato and Leek Rosti,                 
Courgette and Carrot Vegetable Nest, served with a basil and yogurt dressing followed 
by Fruit Tartlet with a lemon curd filling and raspberry coulis.  

The food was absolutely exquisite and so beautifully and elegantly presented.  We are 
extremely proud of Rebecca’s achievement and are thrilled to be able support her 
through to the next stage of the competition. Our thanks go to Keelham Farm Shop, in 
Skipton, for sponsoring the £10.00 budget.  

Rebecca will now go on to the District Finals, which will be held at Betty’s Cookery 
School, Harrogate, in January. 
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Settle College Senior Prizegiving 

By Kay Mullett, Settle College Principal’s PA 

Settle College held its annual Senior Prizegiving event on Thursday 15th December 2016 
recognising the many achievements of students in last year’s Year 11, 12, and 13.  The 
guest of honour was former Settle  College student and creator and editor of Aspire           
Magazine, Mrs Jane Capstick.  Jane talked about her career since leaving Settle College, 
through higher education and eventually starting her own business. She gave the                 
students advice about setting goals, following their dreams and overcoming obstacles. 

The Principal, Ms Michele Costello, in her address, congratulated the students, staff 
and Governors on being within the top 5% of schools nationally based on the new GCSE 
progress measure, and shared with guests and students that Settle College has a higher 
progress score than 87% of schools judged to be ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted.  Ms Costello 
also talked about how with self
-belief anything is possible and 
ended her address by thanking 
staff and Governors for their            
compassion, dedication and 
commitment to ensuring that 
the well being of every child is 
at the centre of all that they do. 

 

Photo shows Head Boy                    
Joel Wynne, Jane Capstick and 
Head Girl  Georgina Pinder 
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Bentham News Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £15 local—£21 non local One eighth page colour £20 local—£26 non local 

One quarter page £30 local—£42 non local One quarter page colour £40 local —£50 non local 

One half page £70 local—£90 non local  One half page colour £90 local—£110 non local 

Inserts £150 commercial—£75 charity          

People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 

Send to ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk  

info@thebenthamnews.co.uk for copy or call 015242 61515 

Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust 
Green Dreams Grant 
By Sarah Pettifer (Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust - 015242 51002) 

As part of the Green Futures programme led by Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust 
(YDMT), young people with an environmental project idea are invited to apply for                
funding of up to £1000 to help make their green dreams a reality. 

The Youth Environmental Action Fund will provide cash and support for groups of 
young people aged 11-24 wishing to develop and deliver practical eco-projects and                 
initiatives designed to raise environmental awareness in the Yorkshire Dales and                    
surrounding areas. 

Grants of between £50 and £1000 are available to cover up to 100% of the cost of running 
events, meetings or workshops aiming to shine a light on environmental issues in local 
communities, or purchasing resources for practical environmental work that will improve 
the local natural environment. 

To apply young people must be aged 11-24 and be based either in the Yorkshire Dales 
National Park (including the new extension areas), or areas of North Yorkshire, Lancashire 
and parts of Cumbria bordering the Yorkshire Dales National Park (including the Forest of 
Bowland and Nidderdale AONB areas) or areas of Bradford, Keighley & Leeds (West             
Yorkshire) and north-east Lancashire within an 
hour’s travel of the Yorkshire Dales                 
National Park. 

Green Futures forms part of Our Bright                
Future (www.ourbrightfuture.co.uk) - a                   
movement of 31 youth-led projects across the 
UK each receiving around £1m of funding from 
the Big Lottery Fund to inspire and develop the 
next generation of environmental leaders.  Our 
Bright Future gives young people the skills and 
knowledge to improve their local environments, 
influence future environmental policy and step 
up and create what is rightfully theirs: a healthy 
planet, a thriving economy and a brighter future. 

To find out more about the Youth Environ-
mental Action Fund, please visit 
www.ydmt.org/action-fund or contact Sarah 
Deane at Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust on 
015242 51002 or email sarah.deane@ydmt.org. 
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Dick Whittington  - A Family  
Pantomime Adventure! 
By Sarah Jones 

Now that we are in the dreary month of February, there is some                  
brightness on the horizon, as February is the month when the Bentham 
pantomime comes to town. This year there has been a bit of a change to our own                  
pantomime tradition. We have purchased a script from Ben Crocker pantomimes and then 
took some time to ‘Benthamise’ it and add scenes for the children to be involved. The              
result is Dick Whittington, very much a traditional pantomime, good versus evil, plenty of 
opportunities to boo and cheer, and audience participation is very much encouraged.   

Dick has journeyed to Bentham from his home town of London (do you see what we 
did there?). He hopes to find the streets paved with gold, but sadly only finds a town in 
the clutches of the evil King Rat and his gang. Will he find true love with Alice? Will Sarah 
the Cook manage to get her hands on a man – any man! Or will the Rats finally triumph 
over our heroes?  Come and see the show to find out.  

The performance is on 22nd – 25th February in the Town Hall with performances              
starting at 7.30pm each night, apart from the Saturday performance, which will start at 
6.30pm. Tickets will go on sale in ‘Temptations’ at the beginning of the month and are all 
£3.50 for the first night (when there will be lots of mistakes) and other nights are £5.50 for 
adults and £3.50 for children and OAPs. Look out for the posters around town. 

Once again, we are very lucky to have a fantastic live band, lead by the fabulous            
Mr Richard Norris (half of Hatrick), which means the music promises to be a real treat. As 

                                                                                                             …………./Continued over                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
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Photo by Ian Jones shows Katherine Beaumont as Dick Whittington, left and Fraggle, right as 

Tommy the Cat. 

we reported previously, we were delighted to have an enthusiastic turnout for the                
auditions and saw lots of new faces, particularly people volunteering to help behind the 
scenes which is always much appreciated. We have a strong cast and chorus. In particular 
we have really encouraged the children to be involved this year and I am delighted to 
report we have a children’s chorus which includes participants as young as 3. Believe me, 
their rendition of Octopus’s Garden is not to be missed and it is lovely to see budding 
talent who we hope in a few years will be ready to take over this Bentham tradition. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank a few people ahead of the performance, 
without whose input, the show could not go on. There are lots of people working hard, 
and I can’t mention everyone, but special thanks to Nicky Johnson, whose fabulous props 
are always so professional and Gerri Holmes, who works tirelessly behind the scenes to 
get the scenery right.  Melanie Whitmore has once again worked her magic with the            
costumes. Gareth Adams has provided guidance and has had to put up with my endless 
questions and Sue Halsall who has helped with, well, everything! 

This year’s pantomime promises to be a real extravaganza so please support us and 
buy your tickets – we hope to sell out! 

Fancy A Flyer? 
We distribute over 2,000 copies of Bentham News each month.  

Flyers are inserted in Bentham News and hand delivered to  

Bentham residents for impact advertising.  

We also deliver copies to central points in adjoining villages and towns. 

A5 or folded A4 flyer inserts.  £150 commercial or £75 charity. 

Email ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk (or call 015242 61515). 


