
     

 

  Bentham Panto Dick Whittington 
     Picture by Ian Jones shows John Neal as Fitzy and Sarah Jones as Sarah the Cook  
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Post Office 
Progress 
By Bentham News 

As you can see from 
the report on the 
page opposite, the 
Town Council has 
had a meeting with 
representatives from 
the Post Office, 
which was very 
informative and also 
positive. Bentham 
News has been            
encouraged by the massive community 
response to the  articles we have published 
about the possible loss of our post office. 
The many emails, letters, conversations and 
phone calls that have been made to                            
representatives of the Post Office and our 
MP Julian Smith, have left them in no doubt 
that we in Bentham want to keep this vital 
part of our infrastructure. Indeed we               
cannot see any logic behind the decision to 
categorise the Post Offices of Kirkby                
Lonsdale (population 1,843) and Settle 
(population 2,564) differently to Bentham 
(population 3,027). We are grateful to the 
community for the support given so far. 

See below a statement from David Alder, 
our present postmaster, and more                
comments on this topic in the Town              
Council Report on page 15. 

David says: 
In the December issue of Bentham News I 
indicated my desire to cease trading at the 
end of March 2017 after 25 years 'behind 
the glass screen'. Despite the continuing 
absence of an agreed solution to the                 
ongoing problem of post office provision in 
Bentham I have been prevailed upon to 
continue as Subpostmaster for a while             
longer in order to give the Post Office and 
the community a further opportunity to 
resolve the matter.  

This decision was assisted by the extent 
of the interest shown and concern                  
expressed as a result of the Bentham News 
campaign, the assurances given by the Post 
Office that they would redouble their 
efforts to find a solution, the ongoing loyal 
support of my staff, and my own wish to 
try and ensure that a full time post office 
facility remained in Bentham. Royal Mail 
have also agreed to take the delivery office 
facility ‘in house’ at Carnforth from the 
beginning of March which will reduce my 
day to day responsibilities without              
diminishing the service you receive -               
although some customers will inevitably 
receive their mail a little later.  

Thank you for all your kind comments 
and hopefully my next update will be able 
to be more upbeat. 

Postscript 

Everyone in our community and, we             
believe, at Post Office Counters Ltd., is 
working very hard to bring about a positive 
resolution to the present situation, one 
which meets the needs of our community. 
We will, of course, report whatever                
developments occur in the next few weeks. 
At the time of going to print we can say 
that we are hopeful that a positive outcome 
is being actively explored. 

Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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Bridges Not Walls 

By Vicki Trowler (Vicki.trowler@gmail.com) 

Peace, respect, equality and justice. A passion to defend these universal values drove a 
group from Bentham and surrounds to unfurl a bright banner from the Wenning Bridge on 
Station Road, High Bentham, on Friday 20th January, in response to the call from Bridges 
Not Walls (www.bridgesnotwalls.uk). From the Wenning Bridge we walked to the railway 
bridge further along Station Road for a second banner drop, and then proceeded along 
Bentham Main Road to Low Bentham, where we displayed the banner from two further 
bridges. Photographs were uploaded with the Twitter hash tag #BridgesNotWalls as part 
of the global movement to celebrate inclusivity in the face of growing intolerance, and to 
assert our shared humanity.  
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In Memory Of Margaret Pointon 
23rd March 1923-18th January 2017 

By Hilary Denby 

Margaret Pointon, beloved wife of Reg, died on Wednesday 18th January 2017 at Eden 
Valley Hospice, Carlisle. The photo shows mum celebrating her 90th birthday with Reg – 
who she survived by just 10 weeks. They were a couple united in a long and happy          
marriage – they had a close union in life and in death. She was much loved by daughter 
Hilary, son-in-law Stan, grandchildren Charlotte, Emily, Alex and Matthew and her eight 
great grandchildren. 

What a triumph reaching the age of 93 with virtually no ailments except macular           
degeneration in the last few years. She was such a strong character, as well as strong 
willed, something that the family can recall! Margaret loved her time in Bentham from 
1959, living at 4 Springfield Crescent for many years and moving up the hill, for even 
better views, to number 25. Mum and dad joined the golf club and saw the clubhouse 
change from a hut into what it is today - a credit to Bentham. Mum and dad became very 
close friends with Phyllis and Ronnie Tomlinson, and in earlier days mum helped out 
serving in their sweet shop. Mum also enjoyed playing bridge and was always                    
competitive! She was a House Matron at Bentham Grammar School’s Ford House, and l 
am sure could have told us a few stories about what the girls got up to. Gardening,           
especially growing fruit and vegetables, kept mum fit and healthy eating her produce.           
In later years mum took up bowling and found it very handy with Springfield Bowling 
Club being just over the road. She also had very happy memories of her time at the local 
gym in Bentham where she went 3 times a week and loved the banter as well as the            
exercise.  

Sadly losing dad to vascular dementia she needed to have some TLC herself, so after 
dad had to go into care, mum lived with us for over two years. Still very much alert and 
mobile she enjoyed time with the rest of her family. Sadly as mum’s mobility                       

deteriorated so 
too did her zest 
for living. She was 
a devoted wife, 
mother, mum-in-
law, granny and 
great-granny. We 
all love her dearly 
and hope she's 
now at peace with 
her beloved Reg.  

Many thanks to 
Jimmy Macdonald 
for informing all 
the people of            
Bentham about 
both dad and 
mum’s funeral 
arrangements. 
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Super Two Challenge At Auction Mart  
By Charlotte Ormondroyd, Marketing Administrator, Richard Turner & Son 

The annual ‘Super Two Challenge’ was 
held at Bentham Auction Mart on 1st              
February, when Peter Briggs of Bowland 
Foods had the difficult task of judging 15 
pairs of tremendous quality hoggs.              
Championship honours eventually went 
to ‘Taylor Bros’ of Rathmell for their solid 
40kg Beltex x lambs, and the reserve              
rosette went to Carol Parker of Clapham 
for her 49kg Beltex x lambs. Third prize 
honours were awarded to R Lawson of 
Lanark, a reminder of the distances some 
farmers travel to use Bentham Auction 
Mart.  

 

Photo, right, of Arthur Taylor (vendor from 
Rathmell) and Peter Briggs (judge) with the 
Champion Pair. 

 

Photo, below, (l-r) of Annie and Carol Parker 
(vendors from Clapham) and Peter Briggs 
(judge) with the Reserve Champion Pair. 
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Duxbury’s - A Happy Family Shop   
By Howard Matthew 

There cannot be anyone in Bentham who doesn’t know Duxbury’s shop with its mop-
buckets, plastic containers, brushes and  - new this year - inflatable Father Christmases. 

The Duxbury family, who hail from Burnley, have been travelling to Bentham every 
week since 1972 when Ken Duxbury opened his market stall selling things ‘that people 
need’.  In those days  he was based under the ‘thoroughfare’ (for the younger ones  
that’s the space under Turner’s saleroom, facing ‘Hoggs and Heifers’). Some of you may 
remember the other stall holders: Brian Lingard who sold shoes, Bob who sold biscuits 
and Mario who sold material who I am told are all alive and well.  

I went to meet Stephen Duxbury who owns the shop and asked him when he first 
began working in the family business. He started coming to Bentham with his dad when 
he was 16 he said, but he did admit to missing a few school days before that especially 
on Wednesday – Bentham Market Day. Since then the business has been based in a 
number of different shops until moving to the present premises in 2000. 

 One thing that I didn’t know about Stephen is that he prides himself on getting 
things that people ask for. Whilst I was waiting he was asked for a Velcro brush (?)  ‘We 
might have one of them,’ he said, ‘if not I can get you one’. I ask if there is anything he 
can’t get. “Well I search around 15 suppliers each week for the best deals. Some of the 
old favourites aren’t produced anymore like wax polishes, Handy Andy, Stergene or 
Dolly Blue. If the supermarkets stop ordering the companies soon go out of business’.   

Market trading seems to be in the Duxbury family blood. ‘Currently we have five 
stalls, two at Rawtenstall and two at Clitheroe run by my wife Sue. They sell foods,              
biscuits and traditional sweets. We also sell at Bentham Auction on certain days, but the 
Bird Flu is affecting that at the moment.’                                         /Continued on next page  
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The scope of Duxbury’s Bentham sales 
are impressive. ‘As well as Bentham                
residents we have a number of accounts 
with local businesses and the caravan sites 
provide a lot of customers. We had a                
fantastic Christmas this year’ adds Stephen. 
‘We did look at doing deliveries after the 
shop closes, but as we live in Burnley we 
would be turning round to come back by the 
time we got home!’ 

Whilst Stephen restarted his search for 
the Velcro Brush I wondered if the business 
would be carried on by the family in years 
to come.  Most people know Hannah who is 
usually behind the counter, young Tom, 
who you see on Saturday, and George who 
works when he can. The other member of 
the family, Amy, was in the shop when I              
arrived. I asked her what it was like to work 
for her dad. ‘It’s great’, she said. ‘Sometimes 
you get dragged out of bed at 7am without 
any warning. But I love it.’   

I don’t think any of us need to worry 
about Duxbury’s disappearing anytime 
soon.  

MEL BOOTH 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

07825749631 
 

GENERAL HANDY-
MAN,  

GARDEN MAINTENANCE,   
GREAT RATES. 

 
REDHEADS COAL AND GAS 

 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 
All sizes of Bottled Gas delivered 

 

Kindling, Logs, Wood pellets, Prepacked fuel 
Compost and Gro-Bags 

 

We won’t be beaten on  
Price, Quality and Service 

 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

Tel: 015242 41626 
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The Courtyard Dairy’s New Venture In The              
Falconry Centre 
By Andy Swinscoe 

I am sure quite a few of you will know already about The Courtyard Dairy’s purchase of 
the former Falconry Centre on the outskirts of Settle. The plan is for me, Kathy and our two 
lovely children to live there, consolidate our business and eventually move all our                     
operation there. 

Four years ago, after time spent working with cheese in France, Bath and London, Kathy 
and I moved to Settle to open our own small cheese shop. We wanted to run a shop that 
focused exclusively on quality and traditional-farm-made cheese. Over the last four years 
we have been overwhelmed by the support we have received from the people of Settle, 
Bentham and throughout Craven. This has enabled Kathy and I to make a quantum leap in 
order to grow our business and give us a more secure future. We want to continue to live 
and bring up our young family in this area, which we love. 

The larger space available to us at the former Yorkshire Dales Falconry Centre will allow 
us to do several things with our business: increase the space for storing and further                
maturing cheese to make it truly special; incorporate a small information area showcasing 
information about cheese making and its history in the Dales; open a cheese-themed café; 
and build in a cheese-making room. The cheese-making room will initially be used to run 
cheese-making courses and work as a development room for our work with dairy farmers, 
but the five-year plan would be to find a budding cheese-maker to establish themselves 
there. As part of all this, of course, will be a slightly-larger version of The Courtyard 
Dairy’s award-winning shop, as dedicated as ever to providing the very best of                       
unpasteurised farm-made British cheese. Until the move of the shop is completed, The 
Courtyard Dairy’s existing shop will remain fully open for business as usual.  

Our plan is to have most of what I’ve described above open in the former Falconry            
Centre by the summer. We’ll keep you informed so you know the state of play, and when 
we open it, we hope to see you there. Thanks again for the continued support from             
Bentham – without it, we couldn’t have achieved what we have so far.  We are truly               
grateful. 

 

 

 

Photo of            
Andy and 
Kathy at 

their 
Courtyard 
Dairy in 

Settle 
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March Garden 
By Joyce Knapp 

March is the first month of 
the year when the gardeners 
amongst us can really begin 
to get to grips with growing 
both flowers and vegetables, 
as our weather starts to warm up and the 
days gradually lengthen.  We may wish to 
sow seeds of hardy annuals such as                   
Marigolds, either in trays in a greenhouse 
or directly into the ground, as these are 
plants that will withstand any cold spells of 
weather we may still experience.  Whilst it 
may be a little early for sowing seeds of 
most vegetables we can, however, make a 
start on planting sets of both shallots and 
onions.  The onion sets are best planted just 
beneath the soil surface with the tip                
showing and we can regulate the size of 
bulb grown, to some extent, by adjusting 
the original spacing.  By using a spacing of 
8” when planting we will get a smaller 
number of larger bulbs, whereas those 
planted at just 6” apart will give us a larger 
number of smaller bulbs (very useful for 
small households).  Shallot sets are also 
planted just beneath the soil surface with 
their tips showing and we may need to 
provide some form of deterrent to stop 
birds from pulling them out as they search 
for suitable nesting material e.g. netting.  
The spacing of shallot sets at planting is 
approximately 6”-8”, bearing in mind that 
their leaves will grow to spread quite                
widely and they need sufficient space to 
dry out and ripen at the end of their                
growing season.   

Another vegetable that can be planted 
early in March is the good old, reliable             
potato and the early varieties such as             
Pentland Javelin should be ready to eat in 
just over ten weeks.  I have found, from 
experience, that it is worthwhile growing 
some potatoes in sacks using any general 
bought compost, placing two or three seed 
potatoes in each sack and covering lightly 
with compost, gradually topping it up as 

the shoots appear. The               
inhabitants of Summer Hill 
are perfecting this method as 
we strive each year to win our 
Annual  Vegetable                 
Competition and we have              
noticed that although we 
have a different winner each 

year, often the winner has incorporated 
some well-rotted farmyard manure into the 
base layer of compost.   

March is also a month when we can start 
to divide clumps of bulbs, e.g. snowdrops 
and winter aconites that may have become 
congested, as they will now have finished 
flowering but the leaves will still be visible.  
We do this by lifting and dividing the bulbs 
before transplanting, either in our own           
gardens, or we could give away surplus 
bulbs to friends and neighbours.  The 
thinned clumps will then have more room 
to grow and as a result will give a much 
better display of flowers next year. 

Nature Notes 
By David Fisher 
The past month was full of surprises – a 
pair of robins were not fighting and a new 
hatch of flies appeared in the garden.  I’m 
not sure what sort but they weren’t blue-
bottles.  I’ve dug in all the compost and 
unusually have not come across any field 
mice. A tawny owl on the garage has been 
hooting at 
night time, 
pheasants can 
be seen dart-
ing about the 
verges and 
there are red 
grouse on the 
moor near the 
Big Stone. 

Walking by the river from Wenning 
Bridge to Low Bentham, I saw a kingfisher 
flying upstream about 4 feet above the            
water.  A good sighting on the Wenning!  
It’s rare to see a hen harrier these days but 
I’ve been told that one has been seen on the 
local moors.   
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Cancer Coffee Morning – 
A Big Thank You  
By Jane Proctor 

In August 2007 Anne Duncan was                   
diagnosed with Non Hodgkin’s                       
Lymphoma, a form of cancer of the lymph 
nodes, and since then Anne has had what 
might be termed a close form of                       
relationship with the Oncology Unit at 
Royal Lancaster Hospital. Over the last 
nine years Anne has had four courses of 
chemotherapy the latest one finishing in 
October last year. 

Anne cannot speak highly enough of the 
care and support she has received from the 
doctors and nurses who work at the              
Oncology Unit. “They are always at the 
end of a telephone if you want reassurance 
or just to talk, and the nurses become like 
members of the family”, she  said . 

Anne wanted to say thank you in a            
tangible way to the Oncology Unit, and hit 
on the idea of organising a coffee morning. 

Little did she think that the event, which 
was held at the Methodist Church on the                
1st of February, would raise £1,200.  
“Absolutely staggering and unbelievable”, 
said Anne. Not only were the cake and gift 
stalls piled high, but Benthamers rose to 
the occasion and were generous to a fault. 

On 10 February Anne presented the 
cheque to the Unit Managers of the               
Oncology Unit who were absolutely               
delighted and plan to use the money to 
buy a proper ‘Chemo Chair’, one which 
will recline into a bed and which is up to 
Rolls Royce standards in terms of comfort. 

Anne would like to say a big thank you 
to everyone who supported the coffee 
morning and gave so generously.      
Cheque presentation, below, with back row left to 
right: Unit managers Sue Procter,                        
Lyn Lawrenson and Janet Rigg;. 
Front row left to right: Unit manager                  
Linda Whitfield, Anne Duncan and Clinical 
Support Manager Carol Moore. 
Photo by Paula Richardson, Head of                   
Charity and Fundraising, Bay Hospitals Charity 
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High Bentham 
By Wendy Dowbiggin 
Twenty-five members and two new 
members attended our February               
meeting.  Members were asked to 
sign up for the afternoon tea at Ireby Green 
tea rooms and the very popular Lancashire 
WI choir at Hornby Institute in early April. 
Speaker for the evening was our own Janet 
Plummer, who talked 
about working as a PA in 
the classical music and 
entertainment depart-
ments at BBC radio in 
the 50s and 60s. She 
worked on several              
memorable programmes,                
including Any Questions and The Billy 
Cotton Band Show, and met many well-
known people, including Sir Malcolm           
Sargent, Arthur Askey, Jimmy Edwards, 
Ted Ray and Tommy Trinder. Her job was 
interesting but hard work and the glamour 
soon wore off.  

In January three teams took part in the 
Lancs Federation Quiz at Arkholme and 
two teams took part in Bentham                        
Agricultural Quiz.  They didn’t win but it 
was great fun.  

Low Bentham 
By Pam Warbrick 
On January 19th Bentham’s 
Community Primary School was 
the agreeable venue for our first 
meeting of the New Year and 
our AGM. Christine Jennings, 
our president, reminded us of all 
the visits, speakers and in fact all 
the happy times we had spent together in 
2016. She thanked officers and committee 
members for their valuable contributions. 
Last year’s competition winners were             
announced: Faith Wilson and Sheila Brown 
tied for first place with Kathryn Brownsord 
runner up. 

Margot Checkley and Sheila Brown have 
worked hard to put together a very varied 
programme of speakers for 2017, to which 
we all look forward. Business concluded, 

we caught up with one another’s news 
over a lovely Jacob’s Join supper . 
    At the meeting at 7pm on             
Thursday 16th March, a talk               
entitled ‘Gillow: a history of a              
furniture maker’ will be given by 

Pauline Churchill. Visitors are welcome at a 
charge of £4. Come along and discover new 
friends and interests!                                             

Tatham Fells 
By Mary Taylor 
On a cold and miserable January evening, 
Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging transported 
Tatham Fells Women’s Institute members 
to warm and happy times, using a range of 
slides taken during the past year, with his 
talk ‘My Life as a Professional                        
Photographer’.  Some of his work is to            
illustrate catalogues and web sites for           
marketing local businesses and hotels, 
showing these to the best advantage. Many 
of Jon’s superb views, animal photographs 
and trains appear on calendars, 
several from this area. He also 
told us how to take a more in-
teresting photograph and 
stressed the importance of           
producing real family photos 
for the next generations. Jon concluded 
with a fifteen-minute musical wedding 
video, showing the bride, groom and all 
attendants getting ready, the ceremony and 
the first dance, and the happy couple after 
the wedding, all pictures taken in magnifi-
cent scenery. Jenny Batty thanked the 
speaker, who judged the competition of a 
photo of a  person; winners were Mary           
Myers, Ann Dawson and Mary Taylor. 

Linda Kirkby welcomed the speaker, 
members and visitors. Members voted on 
six resolutions submitted to be discussed at 
the National AGM in June; the one gaining 
most votes was “Plastic soup: Keep micro 
plastic fibres out of our oceans.” These            
micro plastic fibres make up 85% of man-
made material found on the coastline with 
up to 700,000 shed from synthetic clothing 
in one wash alone. The evening concluded 
with refreshments provided by Carole 
Thurnham and Jenny Batty. 
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It’s Going To Be A               
Vintage Year For Carnival! 
By Mike Redfern 

We held our annual general meeting on 9th 
February – many thanks to all who turned 
up – and started to plan this year’s Carnival 
day.  

So – firstly – get the date in your diary, 
write it on your calendar and set your 
alarms. Carnival day will be Saturday 3rd 
June 2017. 

At the meeting we had some ideas and 
made some ambitious plans. The Carnival 
team have always had two main aims for 
the day – to attract people to our town, and 
to entertain and involve our local                     
community. So this year we are going to : 

- Have the procession up Main Street. 
We’ll have the usual music, bands and dec-
orated umbrellas 

- Have a vintage performance stage. On 
this we’ll have live music and entertain-
ment all afternoon including a ‘Bentham’s 
Got Talent’ opportunity for anyone who 
wants to perform 

- Set up more stalls, try and attract more 
food outlets 

- Try and get a ‘gala’ feel to the day – 
retro and vintage fairground attractions – a             
coconut shy,  human slot-machine and 
more. 

More than all of this we want it to be 
about Bentham.  And specifically we want 
to rediscover vintage Bentham – we intend 

to hold an exhibition all about your                 
memories of the town. So we are going to 
be asking whether you have any photos we 
can show, memories you can share and                   

Bentham News’ articles from the 
end of last century. Isn’t it time 
you got that box out of the loft and 
revisited those old photos? 

I say this every year, but it still 
holds true. We can’t do this               
without the town – businesses and 
people who sponsor us to put the 
day together, people who volun-
teer on the day, staff and children 
at the schools, the Looking Well, 
and those brave and creative souls 
who help put the whole thing            

together.  Our next meeting will be at 7pm 
on Thursday 2nd March in the Hoggs and 
Heifers – why not switch the television off 
and come and help? 

Let’s try and make this  carnival one to 
remember. 

Photo by Richard Bayley of Carnival Day 2016 
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 February’s Town Council 
By Howard Matthew 

Councillors in attendance were:  Handford, 
Swales, Marshall, Taylor, Adams 
(Chairman), Vendy, Sutton, Bridgeman and 
Townson.  

Because of the way the council operates 
some of the items discussed were                  
considered under different sections of the 
agenda, so they are recorded by subject 
rather than in the order they took place.  

Footpath to the rear of Grasmere Drive/
Close. 

District Cllr Linda Brockbank                     
introduced three residents who were             
concerned about the state of the footpath 
which was uneven, inadequately lit and 
difficult for older people with disabilities to 
navigate. This appeared later on in the 
agenda and was discussed by Council. A 
number of Town Councillors had                    
investigated this problem as well as District 
Cllr Linda Brockbank and North Yorkshire 
County Cllr David Ireton. There was            
general agreement with the residents that 
the situation needed improvement. The 
difficulty has been that the path had many 
different owners, some parts were owned 
by residents, others by Craven District 
Council, North Yorkshire County Council 
and Yorkshire Housing. 

It was agreed that the Town Council 
would approach North Yorkshire County 
Council to learn what the standards for 
adoption were, with a view to North             
Yorkshire adopting the footpath. Disabled 
access and the need for improved lighting 
were seen as particularly important. 

The Post Office and the Library  

A member of the public put forward a 
proposal to house the Library and the Post 
Office in the Lower Town Hall, suggesting 
that this would make a busy community 
hub as Tourist Information and Public           
Toilets are already there.   

Cllr Adams responded by explaining 
that the Library had almost completed the 
planning stage to move to  Looking Well.  

The Town Hall had been considered              
initially but Looking Well had seemed a 
better option to North Yorkshire County 
Council which operates the Library Service.    

Cllr Brockbank added that there would 
be a slight delay in the Library move, due 
to building work being carried out at            
Looking Well and it is expected to open 
there in  late April. 

In response to a question by                        
Cllr Townsend she informed the meeting 
that the title ‘Friends of Bentham Library’ 
would cease to be used. 

With reference to the Post Office               
Cllr Adams explained that, if it were to be 
moved into the Town Hall it would             
become classified at a lower level than the 
current office and would provide a more 
restricted service.  

Cllr Adams stated later that he had been 
informed that a business in Bentham had 
very recently shown an interest in                   
acquiring the Post Office and that the              
current Postmaster had agreed to continue 
an extra six months from April, to provide 
more time for a replacement to be found.  
He also reported  that he had attended a 
meeting with the Post Office and there 
seemed to be a general wish for the Post 
Office to continue in Bentham (see Press 
Release page 2 of Bentham News or online 
at the Town Council website). 

As Post Office Counters are a different 
organization from Royal Mail, which run 
the sorting office, the sorting of mail would 
be moved from its current location to 
Carnforth. It was not expected that this 
would make any difference to the delivery 
of post.   

Other News 

Police Report.  - There were 38 incidents 
reported in the Bentham area in the last 
month. Two were traffic incidents, most of 
the others were stolen vehicles/ trailers. It 
was pointed out that the incidents ‘spiked’ 
at this time of year due to the dark nights. 
In response to Cllr Marshall’s question it 
was reported that the staffing of the Police  

……………….………./Continued overleaf  
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has improved. There is one daytime person 
on duty and two at night. There are other 
officers who can be called upon if required. 

Co-option - Diane Faraday was voted in 
as a co-opted member of the Council to fill 
the councillor vacancy for Low Bentham.  

Recycling Change - After public                 
consultation it was agreed to mix the             
contents of the blue bags, into the blue bins 
from 1st April 2017. As a result there would 
only be two collections rather than three.  

Replacement of Street Lighting-                  
Councillors have done an investigation into 
the current street lighting and the need for 
replacement.  The situation is complex as 
lights are powered from a number of                         
different sources and the current model is to 
power them from underground.   This            
replacement may take a while, but residents 
will not be inconvenienced as the current 
lights are still operational. 

The next Town Council Meeting will be 
on Monday 6th March from 7:30 in the           
Lower Town Hall, (a Councillor will be 
available for private talks from 7:00pm). 

 

Dear Bentham News 

I am temporarily disabled 
after an operation, so have 
bought myself a mobility scooter. I hoped 
that this would allow me to get in to               
Bentham to do my shopping, but it’s not 
been possible and I am virtually trapped in 
my house. 

The problem is vehicles parking on the 
pavement not leaving enough space for             
either a pushchair or my small mobility 
scooter to pass by. Sometimes there is a 
dropped curb nearby, which would mean I 
could go into the road, but legally my            
scooter is not powerful enough to do so. Its 
maximum speed is 4mph. 

My temporary disablement has taught 
me a lot about how hard it is for a disabled 
person to move around. So what I really 
want to say is, please be thoughtful when 
you park your vehicle. 
Thank you. 

Sue Blades 

Dear Bentham News 

It was really interesting to find out more 
about the Ravens Close Solar Farm in your 
last issue – thanks for doing this research. 
Isn’t it wonderful to discover those fields 
will produce enough electricity each year to                
supply all the homes in Low and High              
Bentham. 

I’d like to add a few advantages to those 
mentioned so clearly by Peter Phillips.  

No pollution – compare that with the 
output of radioactive waste from Heysham 
and Sellafield - yet to find a safe home.  

He doesn’t mention perhaps the greatest 
advantage of all: these panels don’t spew 
out carbon dioxide into the atmosphere as 
does using natural gas, shale gas and coal 
fired power stations. Thanks to the internet 
I’ve worked out that to produce the output 
of this plant, 5 MW per year, a coal fired 
power station would send up the huge 
weight of 10,000 pounds of carbon dioxide a 
year. That’s a big cut in how much                   
greenhouse gas we are producing to run 
and heat our homes. 

What’s more this is a secure source of 
energy, locally produced (even though it is 
distributed through the grid) and using a 
source of energy, daylight, that won’t ever 
run out.  Apparently the main ingredient of 
the panels is silicon (sand), one of the              
commonest materials around. These panels, 
unlike photovoltaic cells you see on houses, 
don’t even need sunshine as they use day-
light not sunlight. 

Wouldn’t it be great if the next                    
development of renewable energy locally 
was by Bentham people in the way that 
communities all over Scotland have done, so 
that the profit stays here as well! 

Annie Neligan 

Editor's note: 
We have received another letter on the above topic 
this month unfortunately sent anonymously. We 
refer the sender to our policy (page 39 February 
BN) which states that we are happy to publish all 
political views and opinions, but that names,                
addresses and telephone numbers must accompany 
all submitted articles, though we will withhold  a 
writer's name from publication if so requested. 
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People Page 
 
Charity Thanks 
More Generous Giving 

Christmas seems such a long time ago 
now, but the annual Bentham Praise 
Christmas Concert raised £400 which 
was divided equally between St John’s 
Hospice and the Westmoreland Gazette’s 
Hospice Angels appeal which funds a          
hospice nurse to work in the community.  

Once again thanks to everyone who 
supported the evening. 
Jane Proctor 
 

Notices 
Charity Car Wash 

Hi folks! On Saturday 11th March, Bentham 
Fire Station is having a charity car wash in 
aid of the Firefighter Charity. It will start at 
8.30am until around midday. All proceeds 
go to help injured firefighters and their            
families. Come and get your car washed 
and raise money for a very worthwhile 
cause. 

Thanks from Geoff Blackwell  

(Watch Manager) 

 

Bentham Show Quiz Reports  

Thank you to the 31 teams who attended 
our 18th annual quiz night in February at 
Bentham Town Hall. After 10 rounds of 
questions set by Quiz master John                   
Whitfield, the winners were as follows : 

  First with 88 points were E Huddleston,            
D Blacow, J Proctor & D Lawson.   

  Second with 82 points were B, R & J Wills 
&  D Faraday.  

  Third with 81 points were  M & E Casson, 
J Lee & M Beckett., D Ibbetson, S Harrison,   
J Taylor &  M Knowles. 

The amount raised was £550. Look              
forward to seeing you all at next year’s 
quiz. 

Val Lawson 

Archery Taster Day Sunday 2nd April 

Calling all budding Robin Hoods and           
Katniss Everdeens. If you have ever fancied 

trying your skills with a bow and arrow, 
now is your chance! Lonsdale Archers, a 
recently formed club based in Burton-in-
Lonsdale, will be holding taster sessions at 
Burton Recreation Ground from 10am till 
1pm on Sunday 2nd April. Open to all ages 
from 9+, a one hour introductory session 
will cost £12. 

For bookings and further details contact 
Mark Christie on 015242 64879 or email 
markchristie101@outlook.com 

 

 

Fancy A Flyer? 

Send your flyer hand delivered to Bentham 
residents in the BN for  impact advertising. We 

also deliver to central points in adjoining  
villages and towns. 

A5 or folded A4 flyer inserts.   

£150 commercial and £75 charity. 
Email info@thebenthamnews.co.uk or 

ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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Hair Studio              

              Cath Blackwell, 

                 Homeleigh, 

       Fourlands, 

                 Bentham, 

                LA2 7EX 
 

   Tel: 015242 62510 

   Mob: 07796 148900 

 

 

 

Local Climate 
Action Is Possible  
- And Worthwhile! 
By Sarah Wiltshire 

An exciting future was presented to 
January’s Green Café, where speakers 
described how a zero-carbon Britain - one 
that won't damage the futures of 
generations to come - can be achieved by 
2030. Are you excited, heartened and 
encouraged to help make it happen? Or 
doubtful whether anything we achieve at a 
personal or local level would be significant 
in the face of what seems an impossible task, 
one which clearly also needs national and 
international co-operation. Even if the Paris 
Agreement is fully implemented, climate 
change will be as difficult to turn round as a 
super-tanker, and will continue to affect 
lives all round the world for decades if not 
centuries. 

Whilst it’s easy to feel helpless and 
confused about what can make a difference, 
many communities across the UK are 
thinking positively, and considering what 
they need to do to meet their future energy 
needs - for example to power their energy 
and transport - at the same time as making a 
contribution to reducing the greenhouse gas 
emissions caused by burning fossil fuels. 

It's essential that decisions of this sort 
grow out of community-wide local 
involvement and consultation. An example 
close to home is a new group, Community 
Energy Gargrave and Malham (CEGAM) 
which is encouraging communities across 
Craven to identify ways to meet local needs 
sustainably, and is planning - through a 
community interest company - to help 
finance suitable projects. CEGAM will 
present its ideas at a future Green Café, but 
meanwhile you can find out more through 
local contact Sarah Wiltshire 
(sarahwiltshire49@gmail.com or 07794 
112172).  

 

Embroidery Service 
Email: 

 
1st Floor, Central Buildings, Main St. High Ben-

tham,  

Fabrics & 
Haberdashery 

for the outdoors 
 

Tel: 015242 63377 

 

Windproof 
& 

Water Resistant 
Fabrics 

Perfect for Spring! 
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Lest We Forget   —   
William Savage 
Words by Allan Hartley 

Research by Marilyn Hartley 

William was a Benthamer through 
and through, being born in Low Bentham 
in 1888, the son of William1 and Betsey2 
(Bessie) Savage, née Wright. The family 
home is given as Crow Tree Yard, Low 
Bentham?  

 At the time of the 1901 census                   
William is 13 but something must have 
happened to William senior as his mother 
is now a widow. At the 1911 census                      
William, now 23, is still at home with his 
mother, until 1916 when he marries Jane 
Hartley3. 

 Prior to the war, William was                   
working at Ford Ayrton Silk Mill in Low 
Bentham before answering Lord                       
Kitchener’s call for Volunteers, enlisting 
with the Royal Warwickshire Regiment in 
September 1914. He was stationed at               
Goldenhill Fort on the Isle of Wight before 
being sent to France in the following 
Spring. 

 We are not sure where William fought 
but having been on the front line for over 
two years since May 1915, he had seen lots 
of action across the entire Western Front. 
He was on home leave for his marriage in 
1916 and then again in August 1917.   

 So what happened to William? His            
regiment had been active in Flanders and 
was involved with the Third Battle of 
Ypres, better known as Passchendaele. 
Whilst his death is recorded as 9th                   
November4, he was actually killed one 
month earlier and reported missing in             
action at Judge Copse, Reutel, Belgium, in 
the larger battle that took place at                    
Poelcappelle on 9th October. Here the men 
feared drowning in the mud and swamp as 
much as being shelled and shot at. Rain 
started in late September and continued 
until 6th October when it became a torren-
tial downpour. There was a brief respite, 
followed on the 8th by a month’s rain.            

Dug-outs flooded, pack animals 
drowned, ammunition was           
coated in mud, battle com-
menced.  Like so many men            
reported missing during                    
Passchendaele, William remains 
missing to the mud and bullets. 

He is commemorated at Tyne Cot                   
Cemetery5 and Memorial to the Missing on 
wall panels 23-28 and 163A along with nine 
other Bentham men. 

 William is commemorated on the war 
memorial plaque on Station Road, High 
Bentham, and the memorial plaque at                
St John’s Church, Low Bentham. 

William was the 32nd Bentham man to 
be killed. He was 29. 
 

Notes 

1. William senior was from St Bees, but we 
don’t know what he did for a living and when 
he died. 

2. Betsey was from Cockerham but we don’t 
know what happened to her after the deaths of 
William senior then her son, William junior. 

3. Sadly, we have no information about what 
happened to Jane after William’s death. 

4. If this date is correct and William was killed 
on 9th October, this is the same date as fellow 
Benthamers Percy Preston Whitfield BN361 
and William Robinson BN362, all being killed 
in the same battle. 

5. Tyne Cot is the largest Commonwealth            
Military Cemetery in the world and contains 
11,953 burials, of which 8,366 are unknown, 
and the names of 35,000 men who remain           
missing from battles fought in Flanders. 
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Police News 
By PC Barbara Parsons 

I'm PC830 Barbara Parsons and I'm the 
dedicated Neighbourhood Officer covering 
the Bentham/Ingleton area. Together with 
PCSO Jayne Grace we deal with medium 
and long term problems. The idea of this 
police report is to keep you better informed 
of what is going on in and around Bentham 
and the wider rural Craven area. Incidents 
of note this month include: 

 

Between 17:15 - 17:45hrs on 11th January 
2017 a Latham Brother's Sheep trailer was 
stolen from Bentham Auction Mart. The 
trailer was attached to a vehicle and the 
offender(s) had un-hitched it from the tow 
bar prior to making off with the trailer. 

In the early hours of 20th January 2017 a 
van was stolen from a lay-by in Bentham. 
The offender's manner of driving had-
blown the engine causing the vehicle to 
catch fire in Westhouse, Ingleton. The            
vehicle and tools within were destroyed. 
Three juveniles were arrested at the scene.  

Overnight 1st/2nd February 2017 an Ivor            
Williams trailer value £2,000 was                    
stolen from Mill Lane in Low                  
Bentham. 

Between 19:30-20:00hrs on 4th February 
2017 a blue BMW parked in the Hoggs & 
Heiffers car park, High Bentham had two 
windows smashed. 

Anyone with information that could 
assist in any of these investigations should                  
contact us on 101, select option 2, and ask 
for PC830 Barbara Parsons. Or email:  

barbara.parsons@northyorkshire.pnn. 

police.uk 

If you wish to remain anonymous, you 
can pass information to Crimestoppers on             
0800 555 111. 

 

Some Good News: 
Three males were arrested in South             

Craven in the early hours of 1st February 

2017 for Landrover and quad bike thefts. 
All three have been charged. 

 

How safe are the sites, apps and games 
your child uses? Net aware (www.net-
aware.org) keeps you up-to-date with            
simple advice on social networking. They 
review privacy settings, suitable ages and 
appropriate content on over 50 sites from 
Facebook and Instagram to Snapchat and 
Tumblr. 

 

Remember, Craven is still a safe area to 
live and work. Whilst Craven continues to 
be one of the safest areas in the country to 
live we should not be complacent. Please                 
remain vigilant and take a few simple 
measures to protect your home and                   
property. This can be as simple as ensuring 
doors and windows are locked. If you have 
a burglar alarm, use it – you’d be surprised 
how many people don’t. Don’t leave keys 
in vehicles and quads, even during the day. 
Where possible, block barn doors with a 
vehicle restricting access to property stored 
inside. These are simple effective ways of 
preventing or deterring crime and making 
you feel safe. If you can put another             
obstacle in the way of the criminal, you 
may make it not worth their while. Another 
great way to do this is to keep your farm/
driveway gates shut. Be mindful that we 
rely on you to report anything suspicious, 
no matter how trivial it may seem to you. 
Please don’t forget, that small piece of               
information could be all that is needed for 
us to arrest an offender, prove a case we are 
already investigating or deal with matters 
that affect the community and quality of 
life issues. This cannot be over emphasised 
and any information passed to the police 
will always be treated sensitively.  
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Craven Concerns 
By D.Cllr Linda Brockbank 

Cllr.LBrockbank@Cravendc.gov.uk 

Tel: 015242 61598 

Dementia Friendly 

Skipton and South Craven are setting up a 
local Dementia Action Alliance similar to 
the one we have in North Craven by Age 
UK. Craven District council is working           
Towards becoming a Dementia Friendly 
Authority. 

Local Plan 

The Local Plan continues on its journey 
through the process to becoming adopted. It 
is still on target and once all the comments 
and information have been incorporated 
another round of public consultation will 
take place on the final document. This 
month the committee are having a number 
of workshops. One has already taken place 
on Highway modelling and this will be fed 
into the Local Plan. 

Friends of Bentham Library 

Meetings are continuing to take place 
between FoBL/NYCC/Looking Well to               
ensure a smooth transition from the current 
Library building and into Looking Well. The 
actual date of the move will be confirmed in 
next months Bentham news. Posters will be                  
displayed in the Library and around the 
town as soon as a date has been set. New 
books have been purchased by NYCC as 
well as new shelving. 

Skipton Triathlon. Entries are now open! 
One of the biggest and best pool based 

triathlons in England now in it's 12th year 
takes place on 9th April at the Aireville Park 
and Craven Swimming pool. The race has a              
competitive team entry field and a standard 
prize field with a £1,000 prize pot. It is ideal 
for beginners and experts alike, featuring a 
400m swim in the Craven Leisure pool, a 
22km bike ride and a 5km run through 
Aireville Park. Individual and team entry.  
For more information and to enter:-                                      
www.cravendc.gov.uk/skiptontriathlon2017 

 

COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 
MOB 07765 882579 

Learn to Drive with  

Sally Moore 
 

Your local, friendly  

Instructor 
 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 
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Another Bentham Asset 

– ‘Bentham Voices’ 
By Jo Warin 

“Uplifting and great fun”; “full of                      
laughter”; “so relaxed”; “informal”; “no 
pressure”; “I spend most of the time with a 
huge smile on my face”. What are these 
people talking about? Hmm. The mind              
boggles. The answer may surprise you: 
Bentham’s community choir ‘Bentham Voic-
es’. This local group (some members feel 
that the word “choir” is too formal and so 
we prefer to describe it as harmony                    

singing) has been meeting fortnightly for a 
year, under the charismatic direction of 
David Burbidge. 

You don’t need to read music or have 
any previous singing experience to be in 
this group. The songs are selected to be 

easy to pick up. One of David’s                         
catchphrases is the reassuring idea that 
“some people get some of it some of the 
time”, which means that a song survives 
our first attempts to learn it. Then once we 
are comfortably familiar with a song we can 
sing our hearts out with confidence. Songs 
are not only selected for their easiness but 
many are humorous, some have wise 
words and some are spiritual. There is also 
a strong seasonal flavour to the choice of 
songs and an underlying celebration of the 
natural world. This is in keeping with             
David’s organisation ‘Lakeland Voice’, 
which brings together the experience of 
singing with the experience of being in 
beautiful locations in the Lake District, 
Yorkshire Dales and elsewhere http://
www.lakelandvoice.co.uk/    

Members of ‘Bentham Voices’ sometimes 
participate in singing/walking events             
joining with other local choral groups.             
Singing is really good for you. Professor 
Graham Welch (Chair of Music Education 
at the Institute of Education, University of 
London) says that it has both physical and 
psychological benefits. It is an aerobic             
activity that increases oxygenation in the 
blood stream, exercises major muscle 
groups in the upper body and is great for 
breath control. It reduces stress levels and 
produces the “feel good’ hormones called 
endorphins which zoom about your body 
when you sing! But we don’t need a              
professor to tell us all this as it’s pretty          
obviously represented on our faces at the 
end of the evening.  

The group meets at 8.00pm, fortnightly 
on Wednesdays at Looking Well,                    
downstairs room, on King Street in the            
centre of High Bentham. Dates this term are 
March 1st, 15th and 29th. You will be 
warmly welcomed if you want to join.  
Phone or email Carole Bennett on 015242-
61944  or David on 015396-21166  

davidburbidge@hotmail.com  

carole.bennett@btinternet.com 

or just turn up.  

http://www.lakelandvoice.co.uk/
http://www.lakelandvoice.co.uk/
mailto:davidburbidge@hotmail.com
mailto:carole.bennett@btinternet.com
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NHS Emergency  
Eye Care  
At Collinge  
Opticians 
By Jane Smith 

Collinge Opticians in Market Street, Kirkby 
Lonsdale are accredited to provide a new 
eye service called MECS (Minor Eye                
Conditions Service). This is an NHS funded 
community service scheme, which is                
operated on behalf of Morecambe Bay NHS 
Trust. The service is available to anyone 
who is registered with any medical practice 
in the South Cumbria and North                       
Lancashire area. This includes Bentham 
Medical Practice. 

The optician has undertaken further               
training and qualifications to manage many 
of the eye conditions that would normally 
have needed a trip to the doctor or hospital 
eye clinic meaning long journeys, waiting 
times and inconvenience. MECS conditions 
include – flashes and floaters, red or stick 
eyes, reduced vision, foreign bodies in the 
eye, eye injuries, watering or dry eyes, eye 
lid lumps etc. The same service is now            
provided locally at Collinge Opticians in a 
convenient and timely manner. To satisfy 
requirements new equipment and                    
technology are being utilised. In many           
cases a same day appointment is available 
as well as expert advice to give you full 
peace of mind.  

You can book a MECS appointment for 
yourself directly with Collinge Opticians on 
015242 72944, or you may also be referred 
to us by your GP, pharmacist, NHS111 or a 
non-accredited optician. You do not have to 
be an existing patient with us to qualify for 
a MECS appointment, so if you have any 
eye related problems, simply get in touch 
with us. 

Bentham Pet Rescue 
By Sue Arnott 

Growing old can be tough. And losing an 
elderly loved one even tougher. 

 It’s not just us humans who sometimes 
find it hard to cope with the passage of time 
and unfortunate events. At Bentham Pet 
Rescue we often care for cats whose elderly 
owners have passed away, sometimes after 
spending their whole lives together.    

We do our best to keep them happy, 
healthy and loved but having to live in the 
confines of our sanctuary is no substitute 
for being in a cosy home.  

Sadly, being old is a big disadvantage 
when people come looking for a new pet.  
Our 'famous four' cats have now been with 
us for almost a year with no offers of a 
‘forever home’.  If only people could see 
how much they have to give and what good 
company they can be, especially for some-
one who spends a lot of time at home – per-
haps someone as old as they are! 

We know that caring for cats can be               
costly, particularly as they grow older and 
may need medication. That’s why we have 
started a new scheme to say a big ‘thank 
you’ to anyone who would give one of our 
elderly residents a foster home. We’ll           
provide food and cat litter, and arrange 
visits to the vet, if you will look after Tiger, 
Kit Kat, Joshua or Lizzie for us.  They’re all 
aged mid-teens and we’d like them to live 
the rest of their days in a loving home. 

If you, or someone you know, can help 
us, please contact Pat Roberts on 63048 or 
send us an email through our web-site 
www.benthampetrescue.org.uk  

Don’t forget Bentham News deadline date 

is 12th of March for the April edition. 
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Events in March 
Town Hall Codes: TB Ballroom LH Lower 
Hall WR Wenningdale Room 
Wed 1st Pioneer Projects (PP), Looking 
 Well, 8-9.30pm, Singing for All. And  
 15th. Tel David Burbridge 01539 
 621166 for further details. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Wed. 
 11.30am-2.15pm, Community Link 
 Café. And every Wed. 
 3.45-8.30pm, Helen Howard School 
 of Dance. And every Wed. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11.30am, 
 Coffee  Morning. Donations to 
 local charities. And every Wed.  
 Methodist Church Hall, 9.30-
 10.30am, Pilates with Sally Horn. 
 And every Wed. 
 Bentham Footpath Group, Settle/
 Rome, 9 miles, Leaders Sue Badley & 
 Ann Butcher 62502.  See page 36. 
 Town Hall, 7pm, Bentham Footpath 
 Group Open Business Meeting.  WR. 
Thu 2nd Town Hall, 9.30-10.30am, Pilates. 
 And every Thurs. LH 
 7-8pm, TNT Fitness, Boxercise.  And 
 every Thurs. TB 
 7-10pm, High Bentham WI. LH. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm, 
 Welcome-In.  Dominoes and tea for 
 all ages, for transport contact 
 Anthony 63156.  And 16th & 30th. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon,  
 Bat’N’Chat.  And every Thurs. 
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Thurs. 
 Hoggs and Heifers, 7pm, Carnival 
 Meeting.  See page 14. 
Fri 3rd Masonic Lodge, 10am- 2.30pm,  
 Age Concern.  Box making with Jane 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Fri.  
 4-7pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Fri.  
 Methodist Church Hall, 6-7pm, 
 Yoga.  And every Fri.   
 Town Hall, 8pm, Film Group, 
 ‘Swallows and Amazons’. See page 35 
Sat 4th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, 

 Youth Café coffee morning. TB. 
Mon 6th PP, Lairgill Car Park, meet 9.30am, 
 Walks for Women. And 13th, 20th & 
 27th. 
 PP, Looking Well, Monthly Carers 
 group with Making Art for those 
 with memory loss  both 10.15 - 
 12-15pm, ring 62672 for details. 
 Town Hall, 1-3pm, N Y Horizons. 
 And every Mon. WR. 
 1-4pm, Indoor Bowls.  And  every 
 Mon. TB. 
 7-8pm, TNT Fitness, Boxercise. And 
 every Mon. TB. 
 Town  Hall, 7pm, Council Mtg, LH. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Office Open. And every Mon. 
 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Mon. 
 3.45-6pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Mon. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 10-11:30am, 
 Toddle-In for parents and carers with 
 children 0-4.  And every Mon. £1 per 
 family 
 6.15-7.30pm, Springboard, Beetle 
 Drive for al the family. £1 per person 
 to raise money for our sponsorship 
 of a Ugandan boy. Everyone 
 welcome. 
Tues 7th PP, Looking Well, 10.30am, 
 Looking Well Tuesday Café and Art 
 Activities. Community Lunch at 
 1pm with Soup. And 14th, 21st & 28th 
 Creative Writers Group, 11.30-1pm. 
 And 14th., 21st & 28th. 
 Town Hall, 9-10am, Mature Movers.  
 And every Tues. LH. 
 10am-12noon, Craft Club. And every 
 Tues. WR. 
 10.15-11.45am, Contemporary Ballet 
 And every Tues. LH. 
 6.30-9pm, Slimming World. And 
 every Tues. LH. 
 7-8pm, Aerobics. And every Tues TB. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, 
 Office Open. And every Tues. 
 1-3.30pm, Piper’s Painters.  And 
 every Tues. 
 3.45-8.30pm, Helen Howard School 
 of  Dance.  And every Tues. 
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 Bentham Primary School,    
 6-7pm, Yoga. And every Tues. 
Wed 8th PP, Looking Well, 2-4pm, Art for 
 All Art Group. And 15th, 22nd, 29th . 
 Ingleton Community Centre, 10am- 
 12noon.  CAB. And 22nd. 
Thu 9th PP, Looking Well, 1-4pm, Art 
 Shed, Community Art. 
 And 16th, 23rd & 30th. 
  Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm, 
 Knit and Natter.  Knitting group for 
 any ability, Methodist Church, help 
 available. And 23rd. 
Fri 10th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30 pm, 
 Age Concern. Exercise. Sally Horn 
 PP, Looking Well, 10.30–1pm, Art 
 Skills Development. For details ring 
 62672.  And 17th, 24th & 31st. 
Sat 11th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, 
         St Boniface coffee morning. TB. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Book swap. And every 2nd Sat.
 Bentham Footpath Group, Settle/ 
 Stainforth, 9 miles, Leader  Jenny 
 Moody 07583 120001.  See page 36. 
 Bentham Fire Station, 8.30 am until 
 around midday. Charity car wash in
 aid of the Firefighter charity.  
Sun 12th Hellifield Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Bentham Pet Rescue coffee morning.   
BENTHAM NEWS DEADLINE 
Mon 13th PP, Looking Well, Making Art.  
 For those with memory loss and their 
 carers, 10.15am-12.15pm.  
 Tel 62672 for details. And 20th & 27th 
 Methodist Church Hall, 6.15-7.30pm, 
 Springboard for children aged 7-11 
 years.  And every Mon. in term time.  
 40p per session. 
Tues 14th Methodist Church,  
 2.15 pm Monthly Bright Hour.  
 Rev. Bryan Yardy speaking about his 
 sabbatical.  
Thu 16th Bentham Footpath Group,   
 Bainbridge, 7 miles, Leaders  Janice 
 & David Toft 62570 See page 36.  
 Looking Well, King Street, 7.30pm, 
 Town Hall, 7.30-9.30pm, LASRUG. 
 WR. 
 Bentham Primary School, 7pm, Low 
 Bentham WI. 

Fri 17th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30 pm, 
 Age Concern.. A Tour Around the  
 Middle East—Liz and Alan. 
Sat 18th  Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Ingleton 
 Twinning Group Coffee Morning 
Tues 21st Bentham Footpath Group,  
 Whitbarrow, 5 miles, leader Peter 
 Lennard, 884243  See page 36. 
Fri 24th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30 pm, 
  Age Concern.  Bentham Praise Choir 
Sat 25th Town Hall, 10am-12noon,  
 Victoria Institute coffee morning. TB. 
 7.30pm, Big G Dancing . Ballroom,  
 Sequence, Jive, Old Time.  
 Bring your own drinks. LH  
 Lunesdale Hall, 10.30am-2pm, 
 Rotary club Bonanza Cake Sale. 
 St Oswald’s, Thornton-in-Lonsdale
 10.30am-12.30pm, Coffee Morning 
 to raise funds for church repair. 
 Springfield Bowling Club, 1.15pm. 
 Open Day. See page 39. 
 Youth Café, 4-6pm, Families@4 
 (Mothers Day). See page 31.  
Sun 26th Bentham Footpath Group,  
 Rimington, 7 miles, leader Alan 
 Parker, 61443. See page 36. 
 Clapham Village Hall, 10am-
 12noon, Bentham Pet Rescue coffee 
 morning.   
Mon 27th Methodist Church, 7.30pm, 
 Ewecross Historical Society.  David 
 Johnson: Droving—Whys and 
 Wherefores of a Long-Distance Trade 
Fri 31st Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, 
 Age Concern. Easter Quiz. 
 Town Hall, 2-3pm, Julian Smith MPs 
 Surgery. Clerk’s office.                                        
BENTHAM NEWS IS PUBLISHED 
Sat 1st April Town Hall, 10am-12noon, 
 Tourist Information Coffee Morning 

Don’t forget Bentham              
Gallery is now closed. 
Please take all written             
articles and monies to               
Emma’s Hair and Beauty in 
Main Street  for BN.                



26  

 

Some Personal 
Stories From Age 
Concern 

By Mary Brougham 

There is not a great deal to report from 
Age Concern during January other than a 
lot of coughs and colds and an odd                   
cancelled Friday meal. But on 6th January 
we were asked to tell everyone what we 
used to be in our younger days. 

Sue Park told us that at 15 years old she 
went to work in a shoe factory and then 
went on to work in the shoe department of 
the Co-op. Martha Bainbridge became a 
butcher and had a meat round. Olive was 
a nurse at Leeds General Hospital and also 
at the infectious diseases hospital at                 
Hebden Bridge. May Burton was a                
dressmaker. She made many wedding and 
bridesmaids dresses plus lots of children’s 
clothes. She also worked at Singer’s             
machine shop in Mansfield where she             

became a teacher and trained 
young people to become                
seamstresses. 

On 27th January Malcolm               
Culshaw gave us a very                   
interesting talk on close-up             

photography. Malcolm was in the RAF for 
7 years stationed in North Africa,                   
Gibraltar and Singapore and then went on 
to become an electrician at Angus Fire                   
factory. His wife Liz teaches Latin                    
American and sequence dancing. 

 

Your memories by Leah 
Video/Photo Preservation, 

Editing and Filming Service 
Please get in touch to discuss your  
requirements 
leah@memorabeleah.co.uk 

015242 62939 or  
07884208950  
 

mailto:leah@memorabeleah.co.uk


  27  

 

Your Library Needs 

More Volunteers 
By Margaret Cowling 

From April 1st Bentham’s library will            
become Bentham Community Library and 
will soon be relocating to Looking Well. 
Volunteers will then run the library with 
assistance from NYCC support staff and 
from Pioneer Projects. We'll need to cover 
more hours than we do now, so will really 
need more volunteer help. 

Library staff will train volunteers in 
March, and training will be continued once 
we commence our duties. If you think you 
could offer a few hours each month then 
we'd love to hear from you. Volunteer             
application forms are available at the             
library, or you can phone Chris Joint on 
61266 or Margaret Cowling on 63175 for 
more information. 
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F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 
01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

 

 
 TAYLORS 

 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 

High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  

9.00am—5.00pm 

Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 



  29  

 

Bentham Area Refugee 
Support Group 
By Maggie Bruno 

It is just over a year since we first met in 
November 2015 and we marvel that so 
much has happened. We have had various 
collections of clothes, food, sleeping bags, 
toiletries etc, which have gone to local              
charities working with refugees here, and 
sent overseas to those still in camps. We 
have raised over £4,000 with our                      
fundraising through jumble sales, galas, 
coffee mornings, street markets, and                            
local donations -  this too being sent to 
charities here and overseas, and of course 
used for our Hosting Weekend in October 
last year. Money was not all – time and 
services were also given very generously.  
It is exciting that long term friendships 
have developed between hosts and the           
refugees they had to stay.  The ‘Standing 
Together’ awareness raising day with 
speakers from the Red Cross and Regional 
Asylum Activism created a lot of interest. 
We are continuing to campaign for the UK 
to fulfil its commitment to bring                            
unaccompanied children here from Calais. 
Our links extend to local churches,             
Skipton Area Refugee Support Group, and 
Lancaster and Morecambe City of                   
Sanctuary. 

There has been an individual wider            
ripple effect as well. One member of the 
group has worked for a year as a volunteer 
caseworker with the Red Cross Refugee 
Centre in Bradford. Other local people are 
now involved helping refugees in                    
Lancaster. Some have offered themselves 
for foster placements and local support 
continues to flow unabated. 

So what for the future? 

We have registered to become an Area of 
Sanctuary as part of the National City of 
Sanctuary Movement.  We have been asked 
to talk to other local organisations, which 
helps to spread word. We are looking to 
arrange a football match – Refugees v             

Locals – so watch out for more on this. 
Plans are already underway for our next 
Hosting Weekend 28-30 April– an exciting 
spring venture – so if you would like to be 
involved as a host or offer an activity, we 
would love to hear from you. Any financial 
donations towards this would be                    
wonderful, either by dropping off with 
Paul Hypher at Moonsacre House, Low 
Bentham Road, or by contacting me on 
61616, or Annie Neligan  on 64886. 
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All joinery work  

Undertaken 
 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 

 
Coffee And Croissants  
By Margaret Cowling 

On Saturday March 18th our French Twinning Group will be holding 
its annual coffee morning in the Town Hall. We'll be serving Barwise's 
delectable croissants as usual, and will also have a variety of stalls. 
The proceeds will go towards hosting our French friends when they 
visit us for a few days in May 2018. Our twinned town is La Chapelle 
des Marais in the beautiful southern Brittany region of Loire                   
Atlantique with a fabulous coastline. 

If you might be interested in hosting some visitors in May next year then please come 
along and talk to us. We'll have photographs, maps and brochures of the region on                    
display and we look forward to seeing you. For more information please contact                 
Margaret Cowling on 63175 or Janet Plummer on 61704. 

 

Bentham News Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £15 local—£21 non local One eighth page colour £20 local—£26 non local 

One quarter page £30 local—£42 non local One quarter page colour £40 local —£50 non local 

One half page £70 local—£90 non local  One half page colour £90 local—£110 non local 

Inserts £150 commercial—£75 charity          

People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 

Send to ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk  

info@thebenthamnews.co.uk for copy or call 015242 61515 
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Churches Together 

In Bentham 
News From Bentham  

Parish Church – St John’s 
By Maggie Bruno, PCC Secretary,  

Parish of Bentham 

Do you know about Families@4?   

This is a time for families with children to 

meet, have fun and share in our church life. 

There are always lots of activities for                

children – crafts, games, quiz, or maybe a 

short film. There is plenty of our favourite 

food, and time for mums and dads to chat 

and get together over a cuppa. Families@4 

happens at the Youth Café from 4-6pm, and 

our next dates are:  

-   Saturday 25th March—Mother’s Day 

-   Saturday 15th April—Easter  

Egg-citement  

- Saturday 20th May— Action-up for                          
Christian Aid Week  

-   Saturday 17th June—Father’s Day 

-   Saturday 22nd July—School’s out party 

All families are welcome and it is                 
absolutely free…. So why not come along 
and join in? 

Have you thought about confirmation?   

Many of us were baptised as children 
into the Christian Faith when our                      
godparents took promises on our behalf. 
Confirmation is the point in our Christian 
journey where we take those promises for 
ourselves, deepening our relationship with 
God and expressing our wish to live in the 
way of Jesus.  

Bishop James will be coming to Bentham 
to hold a service of Confirmation in St 
John’s Church on Palm Sunday 9th April 
2017. This will be a very special and                  
exciting occasion, not only because it is on 
Palm Sunday, but also because it is some 
years since such a service was held in the 
parish. If you are thinking about taking the 
next steps after baptism and would like to 

consider being confirmed, or would 
just like to know more, please con-
tact: Revd Anne Russell: tel 015242 
61609 or 07528-572072, or alterna-

tively call at The Rectory, 1 Moonsacre,              
Bentham, where the door is always open 
and the kettle on. 
Longstaffe’s Educational 

Foundation Annual 

General Meeting                           
By Felicity Hey, Hon Secretary 
Longstaffe’s was established to assist               
Bentham-schooled young people with any 
additional educational needs; this is done 
by applying each year to the Trustees. At 
the recent AGM the Chairman expressed 
his thanks to the Trustees who give so 
much of their time, but especially to the 
mainly local people who so generously              
support our book sales, Quiz Night and 
annual Winter Concert, and those who 
make donations and leave legacies to the 
charity.  

Careful investing has enabled the                
Trustees to be in a position to again offer 
grants - an announcement regarding             
application forms will appear in the May 
edition of the Bentham News. Also on the 
calendar will be a Quiz Night at the                   
Golf Club in June, and the extremely well-
supported concert at the Golf Club in late 
November; all dates will be confirmed for 
the Bentham News diary pages. 

 

MARK WATSON 
HOME & GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 
 

 
Gardening 

and landscaping services,  
mowing, strimming. Hedge cutting, fencing, 

paving, turfing and power washing.  
Loft insulating and pointing. 

 

07759680938   07759680943 
015242 62038 



32  

 

Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 
Mob: 07768 571407 

 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 

INTERCOUNTY                                        

DRIVING SCHOOL                                               

VAL KAY                                                      
THEORY TRAINING                                

AVAILABLE                                                 

015242 62794                                        
e-mail: 

val@bentham999.wanadoo.co.uk 
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Teenage Book Review  
By Imogene Henshaw 

Dirk Gently’s Holistic  
Detective Agency 
By Douglas Adams 

Dirk Gently’s Holistic Detective Agency is 
the first of three books in the Dirk Gently 
series by Douglas Adams. With a                      
combination of time travel, aliens and 
ghosts it follows the story of computer             
programmer Richard MacDuff as he seeks 
the help of the, dubiously competent,              
holistic detective Dirk Gently. 

We solve the whole crime 

We find the whole person 

Phone today for the whole solution to 
your problem. (Missing cats and messy         
divorces a speciality). 

Dirk Gently is not the first person you’d 
turn to if you need a detective. For starters, 
his name isn’t even Dirk Gently (its Svlad 
Cjelli), secondly although he does promise 
to solve the crime he doesn’t make any          
assurances as to how long it will take.              
However, when Richard MacDuff is                
considered as a suspect in the murder of his 
boss, Dirk Gently is the only person that can 
help him. After all, who else would believe 
him when he claims that the last time he’d 
seen his boss was as a ghost in the middle of 
the road? 

I did enjoy this book, not only is it by one 
of my favourite authors, it’s also the sort of 
book that doesn’t make sense until you 
reach the very end and put all the pieces 
together which makes it an entertaining yet 
very confusing read that you have to finish 
if only to work out what on earth is                 
happening.  

Recently it has been adapted and made 
into a Netflix TV series which, although it 
follows the plot of the book in no way, 
shape or form, still has the same sort of             
confusing join the dots plot as the books; it 
also stars the talented actors Elijah Wood 
and Samuel Barnett as the main characters. 
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       Settle Chimney  
        Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  

Sweeping Service 
Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls,  
Carbon Monoxide Detectors 

Supplied & Fitted. 
National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683 - 
Mob. 07815 285321  
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Two Easters In Bentham? 
By Trevor Blackwell and Shirley Brown 

So when is Easter this year? 

A quick glance at the Bentham and               
Beyond 2017 calendar shows that Easter 
falls in March, with Good Friday on March 
24th and Easter Sunday on March 26th.           
So Easter's quite early this year. 

But hold on a              
moment. Turning over 
the page to April we 
find a second Easter. 
This time Good Friday 
is on April 14th and               
Easter Sunday on April 
16th. No wonder the 
spring lamb pictured 
on the calendar page 
looks a bit puzzled. Does he get the chop in 
March or in April? 

Two Easters in Bentham. Does that mean 
we get two sets of Easter eggs, two helpings 
of hot cross buns, and two egg hunts? Or 
do we get two Lents, when we have to give 
up our favourite indulgences not for forty 
but for eighty days? And how many              
pancake days? Or are these two                 
Easters an early April Fool played on us by 
the cunning designers of the calendar? 

Easter is what's known as a "moveable 
feast" in the Christian calendar, and there's 
a complicated calculation about the                
astronomical full moon needed each year to 
fix the date. Indeed historically the date of 
Easter has been a major cause of                       
disagreement, particularly between the 
Western Catholic and Eastern Orthodox 
churches. So there has always been more 
than one Easter. But now Bentham has 
come up with its own solution to this              
historical puzzle: let's have two Easters, and 
enjoy both of them! 

Be careful though if you're using the 
calendar to plan future events. A generous 
Bentham may offer two Easters, but most of 
the mean old world outside only recognises 
one. 

Picture by Peter Phillips 

Bentham Film Group 

By Stella Hall 

On Friday 3rd March Bentham Film 
Group will be showing in High Bentham 
Town Hall the  film 'Swallows and                     
Amazons' ( Cert PG). Released in 2016, this 
is the second film to be based on the Arthur 
Ransome novel.  

 Four children (the Swallows) on holiday 
in the Lake District are given permission to 
sail on their own to camp on an island in 
the middle of the lake. A battle for                     
ownership of the island begins with a rival 
group (the Amazons), but the children's 
adventures turn out rather different from 
what they expected! 

Starring Andrew Scott, Rafe Spall and 
Jessica Hynes, this new film version has 
used the real life of the author as an MI6 
spy for added inspiration. 

As usual, the film starts at 8pm and                 
tickets cost £5 on the door. 

 There will be a raffle and refreshments 
in the interval. 
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Footpath Matters 
By Kate Rowe 

I was very surprised to see              
daffodils in flower in Bentham as 
we returned from a footpath walk 
at the end of January. I hope we don't pay 
for the mild winter with a cold spring. All 
our walks leave Lairgill at 9.30am. 

    I'm repeating the details of our first 
walk on Wednesday 1st, Settle/Rome. The 
walk starts at Craven Ridge and initially 
takes us broadly south, largely on field 
paths.  After passing through Rome and 
Farther Rome, we reach Coney Garth, 
affording views across the Ribble valley.  
We'll use the Ribble Way to reach the 
Settle bypass, before climbing up the             
valley side to head for Upper Settle.  It's 
then across Settle to Giggleswick and 
across fields, past the Chapel, to reach and 
cross the A65 and return to the cars.  There 
are a couple of steep climbs. In the evening 
we have an Open Business Meeting,               
Wenningdale Room, Town Hall at 7pm. 

  On Saturday 11th March, we will walk 
from Settle to Stainforth, high or low road 
depending on conditions.  Then over to 
Feizor before returning to Settle. 

   We head into the Dales on Thursday 
16th and leave cars in the Rose and Crown 
car park in Bainbridge (with the landlord’s 
permission). We take the Aysgarth road 
(passing toilets!) over the river bridge and 
then through fields to join Blean Lane to 
view High Force (not the Teesdale one) 
and on through fields to Low Blean and 
Semerwater. A short steep climb takes us 
up the road to Countersett. Here we follow 
a steepish path to Hawes End eventually 
meeting the Roman road at the end of 
which we join the Bainbridge road to Gill 
Edge before following the footpath and the 
river back to the pub! Approx. 6.5 miles. 

   Tuesday 21st March is a 5.5 mile               
circular to Whitbarrow near Levens. We 
will park (N54.248408 W2.842134) near 
Millside and take a steady 30 minute              

medium to steepish ascent through 
woods to the top of the southern 
end of Whitbarrow, then head 
north along the top  with all round 
views - south to Morecambe Bay 
and north west to the Lake District 

mountains - “a continuous escarpment on 
the right, the delightful surroundings akin 
to a natural rock garden” wrote Wain-
wright.  From the high point, Lord’s Seat, 
we drop down towards Witherslack Hall, 
including a 100 yards or so of                 
medium steep very rocky path that makes 
good walking boots a must. If dry from 
Witherslack Hall we walk back through 
woods to Millside passing a delightful self-
service cafe in a barn, but if wet we avoid 
an absolute mud bath and take the road. 

  Our final walk is on Sunday 26th. The 
7 mile walk is described as being of              
medium difficulty. Starting from the car 
park at the west side of Rimington, we 
walk into the village. Following tracks and 
field paths through the farms of Hollins, 
Martin Top, Lower and Higher Gills, we 
reach the moor which can be boggy.              
Enjoying views of Pendle Hill, we reach 
Coolham, then Raven's Holme Farm, and 
pass above Hecklin Farm. After Twiston 
Mill there is a delightful valley walk along 
Twiston  Beck. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

Don’t forget the BN deadline date is 12th of 
March for the April edition. 
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The New Headteacher          
Announced + Have 
You Any Spare Wool? 
By Mrs C A Boocock, Headteacher  

(Tel: 015242-61412) 

Following the announcement of my               
retirement as headteacher as from April 
2017, school governors have been heavily 
involved with the recruitment process to 
secure a suitable and capable successor. 
Following the short-listing process,               
interviews took place at the school over two 
days in January. We are now pleased to be 
in the position to announce that as from 
April 2017 Miss Claire Pearson will be the 
new headteacher at Bentham Community 
Primary School. The school will be hosting 
a ‘Meet the Headteacher’ event from 6pm 
on the evening of 22nd March 2017 in the 
school hall, and would like to extend an 
invitation to members of the community to 
this event. Miss Pearson will be making a 
short presentation and will also be available 
to answer any questions. 

We are now actively moving forward 
with our new exciting Wildlife Project and 
are grateful for all the support that has been 
offered from not only parents of children at 
the school but members of the local               
community. Any support, whether                 
financial or skills-based, is very gratefully 
received. If you would like to be involved 
in this project, then please contact                      
Mrs Alison McGregor on 015242 61412. 

Our newly formed SNAG (School              
Nutrition Action Group) are busy                  
promoting healthy eating throughout the 
school and are hoping that their activities 
will link with the Wildlife Project, by being 
given the opportunity to grow fresh                
produce. Members of SNAG have been 
invited to visit Harlow Carr Gardens on 
Wednesday 1st March 2017 to take part in a 
Food for Life – Fairtrade Pupil Event. They 
will be joining children from schools across 
the county. Alongside healthy eating, the 

school continues to promote a healthy            
lifestyle by encouraging children to take 
part in sporting activities. Recently children 
have taken part in a multi-skills event at 
Giggleswick Primary School and a                  
swimming gala at Settle Pool. In addition, 
children of all ages have been invited to 
participate in after-school activities               
involving sporting multi-skills, football and 
dance.  

On 1st March 2017, children in year 6 
will be travelling by train to London. They 
will be participating in a tour of the Houses 
of Parliament and taking part in a                   
workshop called ‘The People’s Parliament’, 
and will also be given the opportunity to 
ride on the London Eye prior to travelling 
back to North Yorkshire.   

On Monday lunchtimes, we have been 
lucky enough to secure a willing volunteer 
to run a ‘Knitting Club’ and children are 
enjoying learning this new skill. However 
the club has recently experienced some 
unforeseen difficulties….we have run out of 
wool! If anyone has any spare wool that 
they would like to donate to the school, this 
would be very gratefully received. 

We would like to take this opportunity 
to thank those volunteers who make up the 
‘Friends of Bentham School’ who work          
tirelessly fundraising for the school. On the 
evening of Wednesday 15th February, the 
FOBS hosted a Valentines’ Disco for               
children, the proceeds of which will go           
towards the cost of a gazebo for the school 
playground. Unfortunately, the ‘Little Stars’ 
playgroup has recently had to close                 
temporarily. However, we are pleased to 
announce that in the meantime, the Friends 
of Bentham School have agreed to host a 
‘Baby and Toddler’ playgroup in our school 
hall. These sessions are every Friday from 
9.00am until 10.30am, so if you have a child 
of pre-school age we would 
love the                  oppor-
tunity to welcome you to 
this newly formed group. 
Phone 61412 to find out 
more. 
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Are You Looking For A Fun Activity 
To Occupy Your Spare Time?  
By Helen Cross (Club Secretary) 

Crown Green Bowling is an activity for all ages, mums, dads, children and grandparents. 
It is a good social activity, with plenty of exercise to help keep you fit.  

Have you ever thought of having a go? Why not come along to Springfield Bowling 
Club on Saturday 25th March 
at 1.15pm when the club will 
be holding its opening day? 
Refreshments will be provided 
afterwards.  

We will also be holding free 
coaching sessions in April, 
when club members will be 
available to give tuition and 
advice followed by free tea 
and biscuits.  

For more information 
please phone Helen on                  
015242-80079 or Tom on  
015242-61101. 

Who’s For Tea And Tee?  
By Isabel Marshall 

Well, if you’ve made it past the January 
‘give-up’ threshold and are still looking to 
stay more active, try new things or                   
re-kindle hobbies of old  then why not try 
getting (back)  into golf?  

Bentham Golf Club are once again taking 
part in the ‘Get into Golf’ initiative. Starting 
from Saturday 18th March, a course of 1 
hour group lessons once a week for 5 weeks 
will cost you a mere £35. The coaching              
sessions are open to anyone and everyone, 
no matter what level of experience you've 
had before. They offer an  introduction to 
one of the nation’s favourite past times and 
set you up to take part in follow-on coaching 
programs and club membership                       
opportunities if you so wish. We will be 
running beginner (10am – 11am) and                
improver (11am – 12pm) sessions. 

The aim of Get into Golf is to inspire 
adults to take up golf and play more often.                         
……………………….Continued page 46 
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LOGS LOGS LOGS 
Kiln Dried Firewood 

Seasoned Logs, Bags or Loads 
Cash and Carry  
Pick up Point 

 

Bentham Road, Ingleton 
 

Call David on:  015242 41521 
Mobile: 07713055404 
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Felicity Ryalls, Lunesdale Quilters 
We are a group of enthusiastic very                
friendly, mixed ability quilters who meet 
every Tuesday afternoon 1.30pm-4.00pm at 
Barbon Village Hall.  If there is anyone who 
would like to join us (beginners               
welcome) please give me a ring on                    
015396 20933. 
Rotary Club of Lunesdale, Lilian Barton 
A Bonanza Cake Sale Saturday 25th March, 
Lunesdale Hall. Mothers Day will be here 
once again on Sunday March 26th. 

Why not give Mum a real tastebud treat 
with some delicious home baking that she 
has not baked herself. There will be an 
amazing choice so be sure to come early. 
Bring family, friends and neighbours and 
support the 10 very deserving charities 
who will all be selling a variety of irresisti-
ble home made cakes from 10.30am -  2pm. 
Tea/coffee and delicious scones will also be 
on sale so why not come along and enjoy 
enjoy a leisurely morning break and chat 
with friends. 

A choice of home made soups and bread 
prepared by Kirkby Lonsdale Girl Guides 
and Rangers, under the expertise of Jane 
Sutton, will be available to buy for lunch. 
Members of the Rotary Club and all the 
participating charities look forward to               
seeing you at this unique event. If you 
would like to bake and donate a cake 
please call 015242 73166. It would be               
greatly appreciated. 

February 23rd is Rotary Day and 112 
years since this world wide organisation 
began in Chicago. Today there are 33,000 
clubs around the world and 1.2 million 
members.  

As I write this article early in February I 
can reveal that on the morning of the 23rd 
of February we look forward to being               
featured in Radio Lancashire's morning 
programme from the Castle Inn Hornby 
9.30am to 12noon. You might have heard it. 
It is planned that the theme of the broad-
cast will promote the centennial                     
anniversary of the Rotary Foundation. This 
is a non-profit organisation that supports 
the efforts of Rotary International to 
achieve world understanding and peace 
through international humanitarian,              

educational, and cultural exchange                 
programs.  

In the evening of the 23rd the club holds  
its annual International Supper and                
Auction at Tunstall Village Hall. This              
always proves to be a great evening. About 
80 people will enjoy a meal, participate in a 
fundraising raffle but above all be totally 
entertained in the fascination of the auction 
with numerous great "lots" up for grabs. 
All the money raised is donated to                    
deserving international charities which the 
club supports. 

For more info about Rotary please see 
www.lunesdalerotary.org.uk 
Hornby Institute, Pat (015242 21449) 
Senior Moments -10.30am -11.30 am  
Thursday 2nd March  
Residential Care and Home Care - Unique 
Home Care and Hillcroft  Nursing Homes 
Thursday 16th March  
Supported Housing and Retirement               
Villages - Carole Gardner, Anchor Housing 
Trust 
Thursday 30th March 
Healthy and Holistic Living for seniors -  
Helen Scott, Clinical Service Manager  
Dr James Harper, Clinical Director Older adult 
Mental Health Lancashire Care NHS Trust                 
Hornby Flower Club: 
In January we welcomed Julie Philips,            
senior lecturer in floristry at Myerscough 
College and in February Rebecca                   
Sanderson, one of our own members, gave 
an illustrated talk. On 16th March, at 
7.30pm in Hornby Institute, Sara Barrow, a 
Chelsea gold medallist in floral design. Her 
theme is Spring and the cost will be £4. 
Hornby Singing Group 
To make the singing group available to as 
many people as possible there is both an 
evening and an afternoon group.  The 
evening group meet on the 1st and 3rd 
Tuesdays 7-9pm and the afternoon group 
on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday from 1.30-
3.30pm. Cost £4.00 per session including 
refreshments.   
St Oswald’s, Thornton-in-Lonsdale 
Coffee morning, 25 March, 10.30-12.30. 
Art/Craft Weekend on 1st/2nd July. Carole 
Scott 01524 241454 or Meda Hilton 01524 
63058 to take a stand/stall.  Both are fund 
raising events for the church repair fund. 
 

News From Our Neighbours 
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Leonard Tyrer & Son Ltd 

Joiners 
Established 1954 

All types of joinery work undertaken 
 

Grove Hill, Station Road, Bentham 

Tel 015242 62333 

07780788339 

www.tyrersjoinery.co.uk 

Subsidised Conservation 
Courses On Offer 
By Sarah Pettifer (YDMT - 015242 51002) 

Expert training in botanical identification, 
dry stone walling, scything, woodland            
management, traditional buildings and 
walk leader training are all available thanks 
to a new adult learning programme                   
focussing on the natural and built heritage 
of the Ingleborough area. 

The courses are part of Stories in Stone, a 
scheme of conservation and community 
projects in the Ingleborough area. The 
scheme, funded mainly by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, is led by Yorkshire Dales           
Millennium Trust (YDMT). Hannah Rose, 
Stories in Stone Administrator, has                   
organised the courses and said: “Following 
the success of last year’s courses and             
increased awareness of Stories in Stone, I 
am really pleased with the range of courses 
available this year. With subsidised places 
available on all courses, the programme 
offers cost-effective opportunities for                   
people to learn new skills and to get                   
involved.” 

 Stories in Stone will continue to work 
with Lowe Maintenance to offer courses in 
woodland management and Lantra Level 1 
Dry stone walling. Alison Armstrong will 
be delivering an introduction to vernacular 

buildings which will focus on the buildings 
which contribute to the unique character of 
the Ingleborough Dales landscape, and the 
clues they give us as to how people used to 
live and work. If you are feeling inspired 
about these buildings, you can also join 
Alison on an introduction to drawing               
vernacular buildings, where she will cover 
the skills required in effectively recording 
these buildings. 

The new botanical  identification courses 
range from basic identification and                
surveying skills, to courses focussing 
on local habitats and flowering plant 
groups, all led by passionate                  
individuals with expert knowledge of 
the area’s plant life. The courses aimed 
at leaders of guided walks will cover 
the basics of planning walks,                  
navigation, group management and 
the health and safety requirements, as 
well as specific topics of interest such 
as using landscape interpretation and 
incorporating stories and activities for               
families. 

Hannah added: “We hope the courses 
will give people the skills and confidence to 
help record, manage and explain the area’s 
wonderful natural and built landscape.” 

Course details including entry requirements and 

costs are available from Yorkshire Dales               

Millennium Trust’s website www.ydmt.org/

get-involved or by contacting Hannah on 

015242 51002 or email hannah.rose@ydmt.org 
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Bentham's Save 
A Life 

By John Vendy 

Enormous thanks to Three 
Counties Builders for                  
generously installing the              
defibrillator cabinet on the 
front wall of the Victoria              
Institute without charge for 
the benefit of everyone living in, or                
visiting, Bentham. The defibrillator and 
cabinet was supplied with funding from 
David Ireton's County Councillor's                
Locality Budget. Many thanks, David, for 
offering the route to apply and agreement 
to fund.  

To access a Public Access Defibrillator, 
you MUST dial 999. If a defibrillator is           
necessary an ambulance is essential! The 
emergency operator will direct you to the 
cabinet and give you the combination (for a 
locked cabinet) if they think defibrillator 
use will be beneficial. Someone should           
remain with the patient, giving CPR 
(Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation), while 
the defibrillator is collected. 

CPR will keep the patient alive until a 
defibrillator can be used. There will be a 
FREE opportunity to learn how to give CPR 
in the near future. Watch for posters and                  
information here soon. 

If your organization or group 
would like to have a CPR train-
ing session, please call 62083 
and ask for John. There is no 
cost for the training, but some 
groups make a contribution to 
The British Heart Foundation 
by way of thanks. 

It's simple – Anyone can do it, 
EVERYONE should! 

Stamp  Appeal update  
By Felicity Hey 

What a great response to the appeal for 
used postage stamps to raise funds for the                  
Grahame Hey CBD Research Fund, through 
the PSP Association - I now have the first 
kilo to send off, all 6,000 stamps!  

Christine at Temptations has kindly              
offered to have a collection point at her 
shop on Main Street, so please keep            
donating as this will be an ongoing appeal. 
A little request - PLEASE don't trim the 
envelope too closely to the stamp,                 
a centimetre 
or half an 
inch should 
be about 
right. Thanks 
so much to 
all who are 
helping, this 
really is recycling with  a purpose!              

Bentham News is published at New House, Mewith Lane, Bentham, by a voluntary                
editorial committee consisting of Shirley Brown, Kathleen Kelly, Ros Lloyd, Howard 
Matthew, Peter Phillips, Anne Preston, Jane Proctor, Richard Wallace, Pam Woof, and 
Denise Henshaw—co-ordinator, who can be contacted on 015242 61515. Emma Greenep 
works alongside Denise administering the advertising side of the paper and can be 
reached on ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk. Every effort is made to ensure that information 
contained in the paper is correct, however, Bentham News is an open access paper and 
views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editorial committee. The 
committee reserves the right to edit contributions. We are willing to withhold names on 
request, but names, addresses and telephone numbers must accompany  all  items  for                      

publication. Please hand in to Emma’s Hair and Beauty in the Main Street or email to:-   
info@thebenthamnews.co.uk   Copy deadline is 12th March for the April edition. We 
aim to acknowledge all emails, if you do not receive a reply to an email, please              
contact us again, as it may not have been received. 
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Catering Afternoon At 
Settle College 
By Kay Mullett, Settle College Principal’s PA 
On Thursday 1st December, 2016, as part of 
ongoing preparation for Primary to                     
Secondary school transition, Year 5                 
children from Bentham Primary school 
visited Settle College.  They participated in 
a catering event organised by the                  
Technology Department.  Thirteen children 
spent the afternoon experimenting with 
different flavours, to create some rather 
exotic chocolate muffins. 
Below top: Lucy King and Erika Hodgkinson;  
below bottom: Freya Macdonald; top right: Tom 
White and Freya. 
 

HORNBY DAY NURSERY 
 Fully qualified staff 

 7.30 to 6.30pm 

 Pre-school Nursery & Education Grant 

 Dedicated Baby & Toddler Facilities 

 Secure outdoor play area 
 

1 Station Road, Hornby.                               
Tel: 015242 22288 

E:info@hornbydaynursery.co.uk 
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Hatmakers In The Lune 
Valley: A Forgotten Trade 
By Mary Taylor 

Mike Winstanley, chairman of the Ewecross 
Historical Society, welcomed Chris                   
Workman to the meeting held in the               
Methodist Church, Bentham on 30th               
January. Chris gave a comprehensive                 
account of ‘Hatmakers in the Lune Valley: 
A Forgotten Trade’, illustrated with scenes 
from the past and slides of present day 
buildings once used for hat making. Many 
families involved in the business were 
Quakers, and she spoke of these extended 
families, showing several family trees. 

Knowledge of felt hat making was 
brought to this country by the Huguenots 
from France, using beaver fur, but by the 
time the craft reached the Lune Valley,             
beaver fur was scarce and expensive so a 
mixture of rabbit fur and sheep wool was 
used. This sort of hat succeeded the knitted 
cap, and was made in this area from the late 
seventeenth century to the mid nineteenth 

century, when felt hats became machine 
made and silk hats became popular. 

The speaker outlined the stages of             
making felt hats; the fur and wool were left 
overnight in a solution of mercuric nitrate, 
this was called carroting as the product 
turned orange. The next stage was bowing 
to enable the fibres to mat together into 
what was called a pad. The pad was then 
taken to the planking or felting shop where 
it was worked with a rolling pin on one of 
six wooden boards surrounding a boiler, 
called a kettle, filled with a mixture of water 
and sulphuric acid, kept hot by a fire under-
neath. The felt was then shaped into a hat 
on a mould before being finished and dyed. 
The mercury gave off a poisonous vapour, 
which affected the workmen, hence the 
saying “Mad as a Hatter”.  

Using maps Chris showed the many         
locations of hatters, some were scattered in 
isolated farms, used to supplement the 
farmers’ income; as well as in Lancaster, 
Kendal, Kirkby Lonsdale and Wray, with 
two being situated in Bentham. 
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Continued from page 39….. 

Bentham Golf Club is a facility for everyone 
to enjoy, whether you are a member or not. 
We are trying to make the sport affordable 
and approachable for all so more people 
can benefit from the exercise, social and 
stress relieving aspects of being involved in 
the game. 

So, what do you need to take part? Just 
turn up in comfortable clothes, sensible 
shoes and an open mind. Equipment will be 
provided and we’ll show you the ropes. For 
more information contact Nick Barron (our 
Club Professional) on 015242 62455 (option 
1) or email: pro@benthamgolfclub.co.uk 

Bentham Judo Classes  
By Charlotte Howard 

Craven Judo Academy is a member club of 
the British Judo Association and offers                
sessions for budding judoka of 5 years of 
age through to adults. Our head coach is 
former GBR International Judoka, Danny 
Harper. Danny hails from the highly                 
successful and world-renowned Kendal 
Judo Club and is a fully qualified UKCC 
Level 2 Judo Coach. He is also qualified in 
safeguarding children and first aid. The 
club is a fundamental part of the                        
community giving fantastic opportunity to 
children and adults throughout the                 
district. Our club members have competed 
in International events across the country 
and in Europe. Our latest competition,             
Lancashire County Closed Championships 
2017, took place in Blackburn on Sunday 
22nd January. The Craven Warriors fought 
valiantly coming away with 15 medals in 
total and three New Champions of                  
Lancashire.   

Judo students learn much more - They 
learn how to control their feelings,                   
emotions, and impulses. They learn about 
values of perseverance, respect, loyalty, and 
discipline. Judo students develop an out-
standing work ethic, as well as important 
social manners and etiquette. They learn to 
overcome their fears, and to show courage 
under pressure. Through competition and 
the rigours of daily practice, they learn 

about justice and fairness. Through their 
experience, they learn about politeness, 
modesty, and many other wonderful values 
that contribute to their development as 
successful citizens of society. As such, judo 
facilitates the development of important 
moral knowledge and values, those that are 
important to help people to become active 
and contributing members of their                
communities, nations, and the world. In 
this way, judo students play an important 
role in developing societies, and creating 
new and better communities for the future. 

We welcome judoka of any level, from 
complete beginners to established players. 
We run sessions Mondays at Bentham             
Primary School, Tuesdays at Ingleton            
Primary School and Fridays at Settle              
Primary School with plenty of                             
opportunities to grade and compete.  

If you would like to know more please 
contact Danny Harper on 07804 819 203 or 
email danny@cravenjudo.co.uk or                           
www.cravenjudo.co.uk or on facebook.  

 

The PuncThe Punch Bowlh Bo 

Low Bentham 
 

Real Fire Real Food Real Ale 
 

Dishes made from fresh produce, locally 
sourced 

 
Dogs & Muddy Boots welcome 

 
Open all day from noon Tues –Sun 

 
Food served Tues-Sat 12-2 & 6-8.30 

Sunday -Traditional Roasts & full menu served 

all day to 8.30pm 
 

  Booking not essential but advisable 
at peak holiday times 

Tel 015242 61344 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

www.thepunchbowlbentham.co.uk 
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Sunrise Over Bentham 
 

Beautiful picture taken by Jayne Walden. It was shown on Granada Reports on 
Friday 3rd February after they had asked for local weather pictures. It is taken 
from Izzy Carr’s (Lowther Hill Farm and Caravan Park) at the top of Bentham.  
Jayne is also exhibiting some of her pictures at Lancaster Library at the moment. 
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