
     

 

50P DONATION  APPRECIATED 

“Oysterber Tarn?” 
This stunning photo was taken by Baz Cartledge on the evening of 23rd March 
looking to the west from Oysterber Farm Holiday cottages in Low Bentham. 

It shows a Tarn that appeared after the last heavy rains due to field drains 
becoming blocked. It is quite large and looked particularly spectacular on the 
night that the photo was taken, so Baz has named it ‘Oysterber Tarn’. 

He says that many years ago it was a permanent part of the landscape, but it 
was drained to allow more acreage for livestock. He now feels, and is sure that 
you will agree, that it would be nice to reinstate it and make it a haven for              
wildlife, which it is rapidly becoming. What do readers think? You can contact 
Baz on 015242-61567. 

 

 

 

On Thursday May 4th you can choose your North Craven councillor  
on North Yorkshire County Council. There are 2 candidates: 

1 - David Ireton is the Conservative Party candidate  
2 - Sarah Wiltshire is the Green Party candidate 

Don’t forget to vote between 7am and 10pm at Bentham Town Hall. 
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Local Craven Farm Shop Purchases Bentham                  
Auction’s Sale Day Champions 

By Charlotte Ormondroyd, marketing administrator for Richard Turner and Son, 015242-61444 

An entry of 98 spring lambs provided plenty of interest and competition for the Bentham 
Auction Mart Easter Spring Lamb show and sale on Wednesday 5th April. Nick Dalby 
assisted by James Robertshaw of Keelham Farm Shop carried out the judging duties 
awarding champion prize to Robert Towers of Farleton for his 46kg Pure Bred Charollais, 
which was later purchased for Keelham Farm Shop for £155. 

(Editors’ note: Keelham Farm Shop opened in June 2015 at Gargrave Road near Skipton and 
has won national awards for its farm and kitchen. The shop and café is on a working farm run by 3 
generations of a family of butchers and farmers.) 

The furthest travelled lambs came from William and Bruce Ingram of Inverurie who 
sold their pure bred Charollais for £127. The evening also saw regular Scottish vendor 
Robert Lawson of Lanarkshire take the honours of the supreme hogg with his 41kg               
Beltex X also purchased by Keelham Farm Shop for £140. A keenly contested show pre-
sented a difficult task for the judges who gave second prize to Anthony Thompson of                             
Barnoldswick, whose 43kg Beltex x was again purchased for the Keelham Farm Shop at 
£105.50, whilst Andy Rigby of Slaidburn sold his 44kg Beltex x hogg for £120 to Vivers 
Scot Lamb.  

Away from the show ring there was a busier day than anticipated with buyers in much 
better form than expected for both hoggs and ewes. An overall market average of 181p/kg 
was nicely ahead of expectation. 

Photo taken by Charlotte Ormondroyd at Bentham Auction Mart shows from left to right:            
Robert Towers (Vendor), James Robertshaw (Judge) and Nick Dalby (Judge) along with Cole and 
Elsie Robertshaw and the Champion Spring Lamb. 
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Family Butcher’s Shop Re-opens On Main Street 
By Howard Matthew 

Coincidence can sometimes have an important effect on your life.  Take Kevin Matthews 
for example.  Kevin retired after many years working as a butcher in Garstang. One day 
he was having a talk to someone he knew from Ingleton. When he was asked if he would 
ever think about owning a butcher’s shop in his retirement he replied “well yes if it were 
a small town or village shop.  Somewhere like Bentham”.  “Well that’s a coincidence”, 
said his friend. “Ronnie Fleming’s shop in Bentham has just come up for sale!”   And the 
rest as they say is history.  Kevin had a look round the shop which was already fitted out 
as a butcher’s and thought it would be ideal.  It has been open now for around four 
weeks and business is going well. (We had a few interruptions whilst I was there.)  Word 
of mouth is bringing people through the door but Kevin also has a family network                 
supporting him which includes a facebook page set up by his son and daughter in law. 

Kevin sees the shop as a family concern in the long term.  The intention is to bring his 
son David into the business when he finally retires, or at least goes part-time.  And that’s 
not all, his grandson Luke is already in training by helping his granddad in the shop at 
the moment. As Kevin’s dad was a butcher Luke would be the fourth generation of the 
Matthews butcher family.   

Another thing I found out is that he also has a secret weapon.   That concerns his secret 
sausage.  “An old fashioned family recipe”, he said when he confided in me.  “The recipe 
is over forty years old, it is prepared by a company in Preston and provides a sausage as 
it used to be. It has no artificial preservatives and consists of.....Hang on a minute, if you 
want to find out you’d better go and ask him yourself! 

 Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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Buses And Broccoli! 
By Richard Wilson 

There are exciting new DalesBus services for Bentham this year, on summer 
Sundays and Bank Holidays from 7th May, with reduced fares for bus pass 
holders.  

The Malham Shuttle travels from Low and High Bentham to Malham via Ingleton, 
Clapham, Austwick, Settle, Langcliffe and Malham Tarn, returning to Bentham in the 
evening. 

The Bowland Explorer will open 
up a beautiful part of the Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty to bus 
users for the first time. It will pick 
up in Low and High Bentham and 
go to Ingleton and Clapham, then 
over the scenic Bowland Knotts to 
Gisburn Forest, Slaidburn and              
Clitheroe, before returning via the 
Cross of Greet to Bentham Station. It 
then does a return trip to Gisburn 
Forest via Bowland Knotts. Finally it 
goes from Bentham Station to             
Clitheroe via Cross of Greet,               
returning to Bentham via Slaidburn, 
Gisburn Forest, Clapham, and            
Ingleton. Confused? So was I! But 
helpful timetables (see opposite) are 
on the DalesBus website, and will be available from the Town Hall and at bus stops. 

That’s The Buses Bit, Now For The Broccoli ….. 

There is a new opportunity for those who prefer to enjoy the summer sunshine closer 
to home. If your fingers are itching to get into the garden, and you’d like to grow enough 
vegetables for yourself and family, but are short of growing space, then someone with a 
very large garden in Bentham is looking for people who would like to work part of the 
garden for themselves, in exchange for a bit of garden produce. 

If you are interested in finding out more, please ring Ali, telephone 61119, to ask about 
the Garden Share Scheme. 

Gerald Townson (LMCRP chairman) says: 'Bowland Explorer' Offers Lots Of                 
Opportunities: The Forest of Bowland AONB is planning a series of walks and country 
activities to complement the Bowland Explorer service during the summer. Numerous 
self-guided walks are available through the award-winning Rail To Trail programme 
between and from the Bowland Gateway stations at Wennington, Bentham, Clapham 
and Giggleswick. Whether it be a fell or forest walk, a gentle stroll, a mountain bike ride 
or Sunday lunch in a country pub, here is a new range of leisure opportunities. The            
Bowland Explorer will enable locals and visitors to enjoy an area of outstanding natural 
beauty and a national park, whilst at the same time linking villages and hamlets with the 
public transport network in some cases for the first time in decades. You can get further 
detail from Bentham Station or by phoning 015242-98940. 
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Refugees Find Peace 
With Horses In Bentham 
By Katherine Beaumont  

katherinebeaumont76@gmail.com 

Lancaster based refugees took a trip to           
Bentham recently to meditate with horses. 
‘Meditate with Horses’ at The Wenning, 
High Bentham, uses therapy animals to 
elevate stress, trauma or anxiety in people. 
Horses are brilliant therapy animals. They 
mirror your emotions and being calm and 
still around them are a must in order to 
make a connection. The results of spending 
time with them in this way are a profound 
sense of well-being and peace.  

We really enjoyed having the guys here 
for the day, they were so warm and open-
hearted. Despite what they have been 
through, they were so much fun. I’m               
delighted to have met them and the horses 
loved them too. I was especially touched by 
Abinet, (photo above) who grew up in          
Ethiopia, in the mountains with his grand-
father who kept horses. The horses were 
very drawn to him and the joy on his face 
was undeniable. This young man, who now 
has to live on £5 a day, spent some of his 
meagre allowance on a bunch of flowers to 
say thank you. 

Volunteers Silvia Peruzza and Sylvia 
Borovska from The Tara Centre, who            
donate their time to help refugees and              
organise therapy, drove the three men to 

Bentham. Silvia said: “We had an                   
unforgettable day. We took Abinet, Ali and 
Kazzan to spend time with, connect and 
meditate with three beautiful horses. It has 
been a very special experience that will stay 
with me forever. The results were quite 
profound with the three young men.” 

(Editors’ note: The Tara Centre is a not-for-
profit organisation in the heart of Lancaster. It 
is a healing sanctuary offering meditation, 
friendship and community.) 

Photo shows Duke 
being cuddled by 
Sylvia Borovska from 
Poland She was             
terrified of horses 
before she met Duke. 
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Mandy’s Food Blog 
We all love pasta but quite often 
we end up cooking far too big            
portions because we don’t know 
how much to pop in the pan. So to 
keep you in the right direction, 
here’s how I work it out.                       
Personally 75g of dry pasta (268 
cal) should be enough cooked if you are 
adding something to bulk it out, and I add 
lots of vegetables for colour and taste. 

 
Chicken & Basil Tricolore (serves 2) 
1 chicken fillet in strips                                                                                                                                                                   
1 red onion sliced                                                                                                                                                                                     
1 broccoli head in good chunks                                                                                                                         
50g Spinach                                                                                                                                                                   
8 cherry tomatoes                                                                                                                                                                
1 red pepper sliced                                                                                                                                                                           
Easy homemade pesto ( 3tsp basil puree,  
1 tsp garlic, 50ml olive oil mixed)                                        
150g Tricolore pasta 
Parmesan to sprinkle optional (this recipe is 
nut and dairy free without parmesan) 
Approx 610 cal per serving 67g carb, 31g fat 
and 32g protein. 
 
Pop a pan of water on to boil and add your 
pasta. While this is cooking you can cook 
the rest. In a wok or frying pan, stir fry your 
chicken and broccoli in a little of the pesto 
oil. When this is almost cooked through 
add your onions, peppers, tomatoes and 
finally spinach. It’s that simple. When this 
is cooked to your liking (I like my vegeta-
bles quite firm) drain your pasta and add 
this to the pan with your pesto. Stir this 
through and serve adding the sprinkle of 
parmesan if you wish. This recipe can be 
enjoyed with smoked salmon instead of 
chicken, just add it near the end, or just 
with vegetables, all of which are very tasty. 

 
Mint Tiffin (can serve 12-14) 
This is  a recipe I use for my functions now; 
a little bit of naughty but so easy and OK in 
moderation.   
100g mint aero bar cut into chunks                                                                                                                                           

200g rich tea biscuits                                                                                                                                                   
300g milk chocolate                                                                                                                                                        
50g butter                                                                                                                                                                      
1tbs golden syrup 
 
Melt milk chocolate, butter and 
golden syrup in a heatproof bowl 
over simmering water, keep                
stirring until smooth. In              

another larger bowl break up the rich tea 
biscuits into smaller chunks, crushing some. 
Mix together ¾ of the melted chocolate mix 
into the rich teas putting the rest of the 
chocolate back over the heat so not to set. 
Add half the aero into the mix and quickly 
transfer into a lined square or tray bake 
tray. With a spatula loosely press the               
mixture down filling the gaps as well as 
you can. Pour the remaining chocolate over 
the top and smooth it out before scattering 
the remaining aero pieces over the top. 
Place in the fridge for 1-2 hours to                    
completely set. This can then be taken out 
and cut into 12 decent sized or 24 smaller 
pieces, great for the kids. 
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Post Office Progress 
By Anne Preston 

The plans to move the Post Office to Flowerfields are progressing. The process is                    
happening slowly and with a few bureaucratic delays  (as might have been anticipated!) ie 
staff at PO Counters on holiday, Bank Holidays etc. Nevertheless things are moving               
forward and on course for a PO at the new venue in the autumn which is great news. 

Countryside Festival 2017 
By Jessica Marsh 

Following the success of last year, FOBS (Friends of Bentham 
School) PTA are staging their second summer “Countryside 
Festival”. This year’s festival, June 24th from 12-5pm, will be 
bigger and better than last year’s, come rain or shine, with a 
host of local bands to entertain the crowds throughout the 
afternoon, including Back From Beyond and Bentham Theatre 
Music Studio. Once again, Country Harvest will be supplying 
the meat for the barbeque and we have Bowland Brewery to             
provide local ales for the afternoon in addition to other                
refreshments.  The festival will be able to showcase some of 
the very best local crafts and produce, so with a few spots                  
available, anyone wanting a stall should contact the school or 
message the FOBS team via the Countryside Festival Bentham 
homepage on Facebook.  On the day there will be a variety of 
crafts, activities and games to suit all ages. 
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Fly Tipping 

By Dave Hadwen, Low Bentham 

Here is one of a few photos I have taken of 
fly tipping on the Low Bentham to Mewith 
Road. Do you think publishing photos will 
guilt trip the idiots who do this? In such a 
nice area too. 

Fly tipping – Editors’ note: Fly tipping is               
illegally dumped rubbish, which can be anything 
from a single black bag to lorry loads and can 
result in fines of up to £50,000. If fly tipping is 
done from vehicles the person controlling the 
vehicle can be prosecuted, so identifying the          
vehicle rather than the driver is important. The 
police have powers to seize vehicles used for fly 
tipping. To report fly tipping either ring Craven 
District Council on 01756-700600, or fill in a 
form online at cravendc.gov.uk. 

The PuncThe Punch Bowlh Bo 

Low Bentham 
 

Real Fire Real Food Real Ale 
 

Dishes made from fresh produce, locally sourced 
 

Dogs & Muddy Boots welcome 
 

Open all day from noon Tues –Sun 
 

Food served Tues-Sat 12-2 & 6-8.30 

Sunday -Traditional Roasts & full menu served 

all day to 8.30pm 
 

  Booking not essential but advisable 
at peak holiday times 

Tel 015242 61344 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

www.thepunchbowlbentham.co.uk 
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May Garden 
By Joyce Knapp 
As some of you may already 
be aware, our local Primary 
School are making a start on developing 
their grounds to produce some new outdoor 
learning areas. These will comprise of a fruit 
and vegetable growing area that will allow 
children to see how some of their food 
grows and, perhaps, even get to                 
sample some of their produce eg peas and 
strawberries. The other main area, being 
developed on a banking, will include a 
woodland, seating space, bog garden and 
bird feeding station. As this is being                
developed as a community project, families 
of the pupils and some teachers have              
already spent two days digging over the 
land in the woodland area, planting an            
array of trees and shrubs, and creating 
paths and log-seating. I believe there is at 
least one more 'Big Dig' on a Saturday after 
Easter and there will be more involvement                 
possible in order to develop the kitchen 
garden throughout the summer. Anyone 
who wishes to help can do so by contacting 
teacher Alison McGregor on 61412.   

This worthwhile project will provide an 
invaluable learning facility for our local 
primary school children, allowing them to 
learn skills, such as weaving the stems of 
either willow, or colourful dogwoods once 
they have cut them down. In time they will 
be able to do bark rubbing etc when the 
trees we have planted start to grow and the 
trees will encourage wildlife into the 
grounds so the children can observe them at 
close quarters. 

Returning to our own vegetable gardens, 
the month of May is a very busy but                
exciting one, as we try to prioritise all the 
tasks that need doing.  Perhaps the most 
important one is to plant out anything we 
have grown from seed eg cabbage plants, 
before they become too lank and leggy, and 
it is important to harden these off for a few 
days before planting out. Next we can sow 
successional seeds eg lettuce, enabling us to 
pick them over a longer period of time 
thereby avoiding a glut. After this we can 

turn our attention to providing 
support for taller plants such as 
runner beans and these will need 
to be quite long, but relatively        
narrow, poles that can be connect-

ed by thick string eg baler twine. Finally we 
can water all the vegetables enabling them 
to grow and develop at a good rate, all that 
is except for the onions as it would cause 
them to rot in storage. 

The only May task in the fruit garden is 
to remove any overcrowded branches and 
die-back spurs from damson and plum trees 
- best done just after bud-burst. 
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Spring Cleaning Time 
By Shirley Brown (015242-61608) 

Recently some Bloomin’ Bentham                       
volunteers set about spring cleaning the 
painted bus shelter and the millennium 
area in the centre of Bentham. The gorgeous 
Gill Barron painted bus shelter now looks 
as good as it did when it was completed 4 
years ago, and the pebble and slate mosaic 
is free of cigarette ends and moss (although 
sadly not chewing gum). We also cleaned 
the Give Way and bus stop signs, which are 

now clearly visible. We will continue             
undertaking small projects throughout the 
year, whether litter-picking or tidying up 
grot spots in the locality, so if you’d like to 
join us or have ideas about what we should 
tackle next, please get in touch.   

Photos by Shirley Brown show Bloomin’ 
Bentham volunteers at work and the newly 
cleaned bus shelter 

Sunday 28th and Monday 29th May 
 

Clearbeck garden, Mewith Lane, 

Tatham, LA2 8PJ  
will be open for the National Gardens Scheme,  

11.00 am to 5.00 pm. Admission £4.00. Children free. 
 

 Plant stall.  Light refreshments provided by  

Bentham branch of the NSPCC. 
 

The garden also opens on  

Sundays June 25th and July 2nd. 

Signed from Wray, Wennington and Low Bentham. 
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High Bentham 
By Wendy Dowbiggin 
Barbara Shuttleworth, president, led the 
business meeting. Jill Noble introduced the 
speaker, Michael Wooff, a local                             
photographer, who gave a wonderful slide 
show of his diverse work, which included 
weddings, wild life and outstanding photos 
of local landscapes and some from abroad. 
The competition for a holiday snap was 
won by Jill Noble.  On Saturday 8th April, 
nine WI ladies enjoyed a wonderful choral 
concert given by the Lancs Fed WI Choir. 
Sadly this was their last performance as the 
choir is being disbanded after 17 years. It 
was a very interesting programme from 
church music, negro 
spiritual to songs from                   
musicals. Thank you 
ladies for a great night 
with music. Next 
month’s meeting on 
4th May will be in the 
Masonic Hall and will 
be a swishing evening followed by a buffet 
supper. It’s the WI birthday and there will 
be a cake. Visitors are always welcome.  

Tatham Fells 
By Mary Taylor 

The Old School rang with laughter on             
Tuesday evening, 14th March, as Tatham 
Fells Women’s Institute members tried on 
numerous hats from earlier decades, 
brought by the speaker Margaret Watkins. 
Margaret told that after her parents died 
when she was eight, she had been brought 
up by her aunt who owned the well-known 
hat shop in Lancaster, Mabel Jacksons. 
When the hat shop closed about 30 years 
ago, the stock of hundreds of hats, all in hat 
boxes, filled both spare bedrooms, cellar, 
garage, a rented shop and even the spare 
rooms of several friends; 
Margaret was left all these 
hats.  The hats Margaret 
brought were ones she had 
left after giving to friends and 
charity shops or selling for a 

fraction of their original price; 
she also had several hats from 
around ten years ago. Most of 
the hats suited the official 
model, Carole Thurnham, but 
looked quite ridiculous on 
some of the members. Carole Butcher 
thanked the speaker who judged the               
competition for a hatpin; winners were 
Linda Kirkby, Margaret McIntosh and 
Louise Kitchen. The evening concluded 
with refreshments provided by Brenda             
Burrow and Carole Butcher. 

Low Bentham 
By Pam Warbrick 
On 16th February Pauline Churchill gave a 
talk on ‘The History of Gillows’, the                 
Lancaster-based furniture makers.                    
Renowned for the high quality of work-
manship that it established in the                     
eighteenth century, the firm of Gillows 
gradually extended its reputation in the 
nineteenth century by opening showrooms 
in Liverpool, Glasgow, Manchester and 
London. Its prestige finally earned it the 
royal warrant when it became the outfitter 
of Queen Victoria’s royal yacht and her 
railway carriages.  ‘Punch’ magazine was 
advertising Gillows showrooms in Brussels 
and Paris in 1913. During World War I their 
factories were adapted to produce such 
things as aircraft wings and ammunition 
boxes.  At the height of its production in the 
1930s, Gillows won the contract 
to build the first-class suites on 
both the Queen Mary and also 
the Queen Elizabeth. Theatres, 
law courts, hospitals, hotels 
and churches were just a few of 
the institutions from around 
the world that commissioned 
Gillows to supply their individual needs. 
This well-illustrated talk gave us an               
excellent insight into the organisation and 
dedication of Gillows’ workforce, and their 
personal recorded reminiscences brought to 
life the work of this outstanding local firm 
in a unique way. 
 …../ Continued page 14 
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On April 6th eight of our members attended 
Burton-in-Lonsdale WI’s monthly meeting. 
This proved to be the occasion of an                 
extraordinary insight into the life and work 
of a completely deaf man, Paul Whitaker. 
Paul can only communicate by signing and 
has to have an interpreter to be able to             
answer questions. He did learn to speak but 
his voice will always sound ‘forced’, and it 
is loud! The marvellous thing is that his 
disability has always been the motivating 
force in his achieving a normal and                 
successful life. At the age of five he insisted 
on playing the piano and was eventually               
successful in gaining a place at Oxford             
University to read music. Following this he 
was awarded a place at the Royal Northern 
College of Music in Manchester. Paul signs 
for all the big West End shows and has 
travelled the world linking music, acting 
and signing for adults and children, even 
working in prisons, and he has been                
awarded the OBE for his work. To describe 
Paul as a star is an understatement; the way 
he signs to a song is  especially moving. His 
humour and way of getting his audience 
involved made the evening a truly life-
affirming experience. If you ever have the 
opportunity to hear him, I recommend that 
you do. Our next meeting is on Thursday 
18th May, when Stacey Narey will speak on 
‘The Benefits of Aloe Vera.’  Everyone is 
welcome. 

North West Craven                   
Discovery Cafe 
By Anne Preston 
The Integrated Care Community article 
featured in our January edition, is                    
continuing in its work to bring together all 
statutory and voluntary organisations            
centred on the Bentham and Ingleton           
surgery catchment area. The aim is to              
develop community health and well-being 
in order to promote happier, healthier             
communities. We already have lots of            
services and groups in Bentham and               
Ingleton area which enrich our community; 
our surgery, the schools, the Bentham News
(!), theatre groups, the Looking Well, sports 
clubs, gyms, alternative therapists, history 

groups, book groups, toddler groups, youth 
clubs, churches, Age Concern, lunch 
groups, Young Farmers, coffee mornings 
….and much, much more. Already at             
preliminary meetings areas where things 
could be improved locally have been               
suggested.  

NHS and Local Government are                 
working together to promote and maintain 
health and wellbeing. They want to bring                  
representatives of groups from every            
section of the community together to listen 
to what is needed and to foster mutual 
awareness of what is available to us here. 

With that in mind they plan to hold a 
day time gathering in the first week of June 
at Bentham Golf Club. This will be by            
invitation but representatives of local 
groups, statutory or voluntary, will be              
invited. ICC are anxious not to leave any-
one out so if your group or organisation 
would like to attend please contact:-  
angela.robinson@morecambebayCCG.nhs.uk     
or marion.tweed-rycroft@northyorks.gov.uk   
as soon as possible. 

Continued from page 13 …... 
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People Page 
Charity Thanks 
Thanks to the Methodists for the              
donation of £330 for the East Africa 
Famine Appeal put out by Christian Aid 
and others. This amount includes £90 
from the Knitted Bible Exhibition. Well 
done! 
Happy Easter, Timothy Fox 
 

Bentham Fire Station would like to 
thank all those that came to the charity 
car wash at the station on the 14th 
March. Although our numbers were              
depleted by a large incident we                  
fortunately had Firefighters Tim and 
Andy ably assisted by our Young Fire-
fighters, Tom, Emily and Rhiannon. 

Between them they managed to wash 
enough cars to earn a total of £300 in 
donations. Well done to them and all that 
came. 
 

Personal Thanks 
STAVELEY 
Christine, Ann and family would like to 
thank all their family, friends and                         
neighbours for the many cards, letters and 
donations received after the sad loss of           
Phyllis. 

Special thanks to the Collaborative Care 
Team and Settle Nurses.  Thanks also to             
Jimmy at B & W Funerals and the Reverend 
Bryan Yardy for all their help and support at 
this difficult time. 
 

Notices 
New two year course of Young Firefighters 
will begin in September this year for young 
people from 14 to 18 years of age.                     
Please follow the link for more  information. 
https:www.northyorksfire.gov.uk/
communitysafety/schools-work/btec 

 If you are interested please call in at the 
station on any Monday night between 1900 
and 2100.  

We are also still recruiting on call                
firefighters for Bentham Fire Station. 

If you are unable to call in you can ring 
Richard Blackwell on 07769952828 or myself 
on 07785980838. 

Geoff Blackwell 
 

Book Swap At Victoria Institute 
Book swap 2nd Saturday in every month at 
the Victoria Institute, Low Bentham, 10am -
12 noon.  We have over 500 books to choose 

from. No charge! Come and browse and 
borrow some books. Tea and coffee if you 
wish.  If you have any surplus books please 
donate them to us. Next Book Swap                   
Saturday 13th May. 
Kay Piper, 61977 
 

Do You Need Assistance With Your 
Wheeled Bin Collections? 
Craven District Council offer an assisted 
collection service for those who are unable to 
place their bin out for collection, either             
because of disability, illness or infirmity. The 
council can arrange to collect your refuse 
and recycling from within your property 
boundary or at an agreed collection point; 
refuse one week, and recycling the next. To 
apply for this assisted collection, you either 
complete an online form, or contact the           
customer help line on 01756-700600, or write 
to: Waste Management Services, Craven 
District Council, 1 Belle Vue Square,                   
Broughton Road, Skipton, BD23 1FJ. 
 

Bentham Ladies Rounders 
 Practices start Thursday 11th May, 6.30pm, 
Bentham playing fields . Come on girls come 
and join us we have great fun! For further 
information call Ingrid on 015242 62345.  

 

Below, 11 month old Grace  taken by her Mum, 
Cori  Blackwell, on 8th April. 

BN welcomes all notices for this page which 
can include charity and personal thanks, for 
sale items and also announcements of                   
engagements, marriages, births and deaths. 
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Our Neighbourhood Police Officer 

By Shirley Brown 

When I went to interview our Neighbourhood Police Officer, PC 830 Barbara (Babs)            
Parsons, at Ingleton Police Station on a sunny Sunday in April, we were both smiling, me 
because it was a lovely day, and she because there hadn’t been any accidents along the 
busy A65, yet! As our Neighbourhood Officer Babs wants to be involved in the                       
communities of Bentham and Ingleton, so taking her photo and interviewing her was a 
good way of helping her become more visible and recognisable. 

She has been a Police Officer for 13 years, originally working in Skipton and has been 
in this area for 8 years. After a period of adoption leave she returned to work in April 
2016 covering the new role in the neighbourhood policing team. She enjoys the work, 
which is especially satisfying when she feels she has been able to help people.  

In this area, 
which she reas-
suringly told 
me is a “low 
crime area” 
with North                   
Yorkshire one 
of the safest 
counties in the 
country, there 
is 24/7 police 
coverage by the 
‘Response and 
Reassurance’ 
Police Officers 
who provide a 
rapid response 
to incidents. 
Her role is 
somewhat different in that the emphasis is on putting interventions in place, special 
attention being given to repeat calls that might indicate mental health problems or anti-
social behaviour that needs to be dealt with before it becomes more serious. There is a 4-
stage approach to dealing with anti-social behaviour by young people. This progresses 
from talking to the offenders, recording the incident and sending a letter to the                
parents, to visiting the homes, possible referral to a Prevention Service who work with 
families, to drawing up an ABC (Acceptable Behaviour Contract). If the anti-social             
behaviour continues there would then be a referral to the Multi-Agency Problem Solving 
Group and the matter might come before the Court. 

Her early intervention and preventative role, and that of PCSO (Police Community 
Support Officer) 5561 Jayne Grace, therefore involves contact with schools, keeping an 
eye on the areas where young people hang out, working with housing departments and 
local GPs to help settle neighbourhood disputes and safeguarding vulnerable people. 

I like the fact that Babs refers to her role as a ‘dedicated Neighbourhood Officer’,           
because that has a dual meaning, and both meanings seem very appropriate.  

Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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Police News 
I'm PC 830 Babs Parsons the dedicated Neighbourhood Officer covering the Bentham 
and Ingleton area. This is my latest police report to keep you updated about what is go-
ing on in and around Bentham and the wider rural Craven area. 

Recent Crimes in Bentham: 

- We have a report of a fraud where a quadbike value £7,900 was purchased on a 
cloned credit card. 

- At about 18:00hrs on 04/03/17 police attended a public order offence and criminal 
damage. A male was arrested and dealt with by youth caution. 

- On 18/03/17 police attended a report of domestic criminal damage. One male was 
arrested and referred to Horizons for drink/drugs issues. 

- Between 20/03/17 - 24/03/17 approximately 30 Swaledale sheep (Gimmer Hoggs) 
were stolen from a field adjacent to Newby Moor. 

- At approximately midnight on Saturday 08/04/17 unknown offender(s) smashed a 
window at the home of an elderly female on Main Street. 

- And finally in Ingleton at 03:55hrs on 06/04/17 2 white males wearing ski-masks 
broke into the Co-op on Main Street and stole several thousand pounds worth of ciga-
rettes. They are believed to have used a silver VW Polo which was dumped on Ireby 
Road, Burton-in-Lonsdale. 

Anyone with information that could assist in any of these investigations should               
contact us on 101, select option 2, and ask for PC 830 Barbara Parsons. You can also email  

barbara.parsons@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 

If you wish to remain anonymous, you can pass information to Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 111. 

Opportunist Burglars Love The Summer 

I'd like to remind residents during this sunny weather spell to keep their homes secure 
by locking their windows and doors. Many opportunist burglars enter homes through 
open doors or windows and these types of burglaries are more common in the spring 
and summer, especially on sunny days. So lock all doors and windows in unoccupied 
rooms especially if you are out in the garden. 

Community Messaging 

Are you interested in receiving regular updates about what is happening in your neigh-
bourhood? North Yorkshire Community Messaging is a free community messaging              
system for North Yorkshire that allows you to register to receive the latest crime                   
notifications and community news happening in your local neighbourhood. This allows 
you to choose your interests from 'Crime and Other Police Incidents', 'Rural Policing', 
'Anti-Social Behaviour', 'Road Safety' or 'Neighbourhood News and Events.' You can also 
choose to receive your alerts by phone, email, text message or mobile app. Find out more 
at www.northyorkshirecommunitymessaging.org 

Contact Information: 

1 Ring 999 in emergency or to report a crime in progress 

2 Ring 101 to report incidents or provide information 

3 Ring Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111 if you want to remain anonymous 

4 E-mail barbara.parsons@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 

5 E-mail SNACraven@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk   
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Your Letters 
Dear BN 
A reader's letter in April's BN attacked solar 
and wind electricity generation with claims 
that it cannot provide enough energy, and 
that it is unnecessary because man-made 
global warming is a myth. 

The first claim is untrue, and we should be 
thankful for that; one day, even if we frack 
and burn every last ounce of carbon from the 
ground first, renewables will be all we have. 

The second claim was justified on the 
grounds that the world has seen global 
warming before, yet life survived. True 
enough, but the world we know, and our 
civilisation, depend on a stable climate, or at 
least a climate that changes over millennia, 
not decades, and which gives humans and 
wildlife, a chance to adapt, or failing that to 
migrate gradually over an extended period. 
What we are facing now is a temperature rise 
far faster than those in prehistory, one which 
nearly all scientists have no doubt is largely 
man-made. 

Perhaps your correspondent is                        
comfortable with the thought that the 750 
million people in the world living less than 10 
metres above sea level might have to look for 
new homes in the next century or so, and that 
countless species unable to adapt to changes 
in their habitats will become  extinct. 

The "environmental campaigners"                 
implicitly criticised in the letter think             
differently. They believe that it would be 
better to try to avoid this future by fighting 
global warming. That is why they oppose 
fracking, and support renewables. 

Yours sincerely, 

Richard Wilson, Tatham 
 

Dear BN 

The challenges of global warming 

Prompted by previous letter writers, I have 
been comparing personal reactions to the new 
solar farm, to that of a recent visit to the               
Lancashire fracking site on the Fylde, whilst          
reflecting on how Bentham at a local level 
might rise to the challenges of global                 
warming. 

Given a choice between open fields being 
concreted over for a fracking site, with noise 

and light pollution and the 
risk of ground water                  
contamination for local                
residents or several fields of 
solar panels producing renewable, clean            
energy, I know which I prefer. 

Nevertheless, given that most of us would 
wish to remain sensitive to the location of 
new developments to meet our energy needs, 
what are the options for harnessing our solar 
energy on a larger scale? How about                 
integrating solar electricity production and 
energy efficiency into new commercial and 
domestic buildings through our planning 
system, whilst providing local employment 
for people to retro-fit existing buildings                   
wherever possible? As well as turning our 
publicly owned buildings carbon neutral and 
helping us all to reduce our individual carbon 
footprints through better public and shared 
transport, reducing food miles by producing 
and buying locally and  encouraging our local 
councils to help communities consume less 
for example, installing LED street lighting? 

Climate scientists agree that the burning of 
fossil fuels and the release of carbon as 
‘greenhouse gases’, over the last 200 years, is 
the cause of global warming. It therefore 
seems to me that we have no choice but to 
reduce our greenhouse gas emissions as soon 
as possible. 

I don’t underestimate the scale of the            
challenge, but I am optimistic that we can 
continue to find solutions in ways that help 
us all to participate. 

Sarah Wiltshire, Far End Laithe.  
 

Dear BN (Continuation of my last BN letter) 

As a supporter of renewables myself, I’ve ‘put 
my money where my mouth is’ and taken out 
my ISA savings to invest in Halton Lune             
Hydro, a community owned energy scheme 
that will pay surpluses to local Halton village 
projects. It has recovered from its first year 
flood and has just made its first interest            
payment of 4%. Potential energy investors 
might also bear in mind that the cost of off-
shore wind has fallen by just under a half in 5 
years, while nuclear costs are only predicted 
to rise. Tidal lagoons, such as proposed for 
Swansea, will also generate electricity when 
there is no sun or wind, not constantly of 
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course, but very predictably, while a smart 
grid and new interconnectors to Norway and 
France will all further balance supply and 
demand. But the key objection to solar and 
wind energy, intermittency, will be overcome 
by storage. Centrica, having previously            
decided against investing in Hinkley Point, is 
about to build one of the world’s largest 
battery storage facilities at the site of the              
former Roosecote power station in Barrow, 
holding enough power to meet the needs of 
around 50,000 homes, although battery            
storage is not as environmentally friendly as 
pumped storage power stations. These pump 
water from a low reservoir to a high one 
when there is a surplus of electricity and 
pass it back down through turbines when 
there is a shortage - google Dinorwig or             
Ffestiniog for examples. 

In Britain it was thought that only                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
a limited number of mountainous areas were 
suitable for pumped storage sites, but Snow-
donia Pumped Hydro, developer of newly 
approved Glyn Rhonwy pumped storage 
power station, the fifth in the UK, has shown 
energy civil servants how the UK could build 
some 50 GWh of pumped hydro storage            
using unconventional sites like ex-industrial 
quarries, coastal locations and existing                  
drinking water reservoirs. As the 21st                    
century technological changes mentioned 
above take effect, the need for an always on 
base load, the main reason in support of             
nuclear power, will fade away and indeed its 
inflexibility could turn out to be a problem. 
You can’t switch nuclear on and off in a               
fraction of a second, which you can with 
pumped storage such as when the nation 
famously makes a cup of tea during                    
Coronation Street ad breaks, and if Hinkley 
Point C has to be shut down because of a 
fault, then you’ll be losing either 7% of the 
nation’s electricity in one fell swoop, or half 
of that if it’s built as two separate reactors. 
The alternatives to nuclear also have much 
shorter construction times, so by the time the 
proposed new generation of nuclear power 
stations actually come on stream, if they ever 
do, they could turn out to be obsolete.               
Another advantage of pumped storage is 
that there is virtually no visual impact on the 

landscape. 

If anyone is still keen on nuclear power 
they could help rescue EDF (€37.4bn in debt) 
by buying their newly offered shares, which 
have just sunk to a five year low or even by 
buying their electricity which is just going up 
in price by 8.4%, or consider rescuing                   
Toshiba (£2.7bn in debt) by buying their 
shares as they are the largest backer of the 
planned new Moorside nuclear power              
station in the Lake District. Before you do, 
however, spare a thought for those                
Cumbrian farmers whose land is about to be 
expropriated for this massive 1,400 acre           
development. 

Peter Leonard, Low Bentham 
 

Dear BN 

A Lynx in Bentham? 

I have now twice seen a strange cat like             
animal with short brown hair, somewhere 
between a Jack Russell and a small Labrador 
in size, long legs, sharp pointed ears. Too big 
for a cat, certainly not a hare, rabbit or fox. 

Could this be a Lynx? 

Peter Rollinson, Mount Pleasant 
 

Dear Bentham News,  
Once a piece of land was forest which was 
then felled for fuel and other uses; then 
moorland; then, in the late 18th c., enclosed 
for sheep pasture. Now it’s full of solar              
panels which, in years ahead and advances 
in power generation, could be easily               
dismantled and the land put to other uses, 
crops, sheep or forest.   
   This isn’t “despoliation” as a letter claimed 
in last month’s BN. Despoliation is                   
Bangladeshi fields (among the poorest               
countries in the world) ruined by salt water 
from rising sea levels. Despoliation is           
starvation caused by human-created drought 
in Africa (and that’s a whole lot uglier than 
wind turbines on British hills).  Despoliation 
is a fracking site, hugely disruptive,               
permanently dangerous and polluting,              
adding more carbon to the atmosphere. 
    Developed countries largely created the 
present problem; we shouldn’t deny this.  
And we in Bentham need to make our                
contribution too.   
Alison Easton, Low Bentham 
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Lest We Forget -  Thomas 
Walker Sanderson 
Words by Allan Hartley 

Research by Marilyn Hartley 

Thomas was born in Clapham in 1896, the 
son of Thomas1 and Martha2 Sanderson, née 
Stoupe. At that time the family home is given 
as Clapham cum Newby. The 1911 census 
lists the family home as 9 Tweed Street, High 
Bentham, and Thomas, then aged 15, is noted 
as the main bread-winner.  Prior to the war 
Thomas worked as a cotton weaver at 
Pickup’s Cotton Mill3. 

In May 1915 Thomas, a young man of 19, 
enlisted as a volunteer in the King’s Royal 
Rifle Corps. The next we hear 
about Thomas is that he is on 
home leave in September 1915, 
recovering from a bullet wound 
to his eye and neck. The next we 
hear of Thomas is that he is on 
home leave in July 1917, when 
he has been promoted to                 
Corporal and has won a Military 
Medal4 for gallantry. Back in 
France at the end of July, he was 
again wounded in October, sent 
home to recover and was back in 
the trenches by late                  
November. But it’s only a matter of time 
before your luck runs out on the killing 
grounds of the Somme and Flanders and 
Thomas’s luck ran out during the latter              
stages of the Passchendaele Offensive when 
he was again shot on 6th December. This 
time it would be fatal. His Commanding 
Officer, Lt J P Ellemoor, wrote to Thomas’s 
sister, saying that ‘although he lived for a 
few hours, he was quite unconscious and did 
not suffer any pain. He will be missed by all 
of us, that we lose such a splendid NCO who 
would have earned rapid promotion. Our 
sincere sympathy, in your extremely sad 
loss’. 

And so another fine young man became a 
victim of the mud and bullets of                   
Passchendaele, along with nine other                 
Bentham men. Thomas is interred at                    
Passchendaele New British Cemetery5 near 
Poperinghe, grave reference V.A.5. 

In June 1918 a memorial service was 
held at St Margaret’s Church, High                
Bentham.  The Rev G H C Bartley, 
officiating, said that Thomas was 
well known and respected, being 
one of the smartest young men in 

Bentham.  He expressed much             sympa-
thy to Thomas’s two sisters and two broth-
ers.  

   Thomas is commemorated on the war 
memorial plaque on Station Road and the 
memorial plaque at the Methodist Church. 

   Thomas was the 34th Bentham man to 
be killed. He was 21. 
 

Notes 

1. Thomas senior was born in 
Bentham. We don’t know what he did 
for a living, nor his age when he died. 
All we know is that he died in 1906, 
leaving a widow, Martha, 2 girls, 2 
boys and Thomas, then aged 10.    

2. Martha Sanderson was from 
Ballyblack in Ireland. We don’t know 
how she came to be in Bentham. We 
do know that following her husband’s 
death in 1906 she struggled bravely 
year on year against all the odds to 
survive, looking after her children. 
With Thomas away in the war, it all 
became too much for her to bear. She 

was inconsolable and in May 1916, aged 53, she 
died, we guess from a broken heart (stress). With 
no social security, life must have been exceedingly 
hard for the children. Sadly, we don’t know their 
names or ages or what happened to them. 

3. Pickup’s Cotton Mill - is this Blossom and 
Co today? 

4. Thomas was awarded the Military Medal for 
gallantry when in June 1917 he recovered his 
Lewis machine gun after two of his gunners were 
knocked out. We don’t know when the photograph 
was taken but it was after June 1917, as his           
Military Medal ribbon is just visible at the 
bottom of the photo. 
5. Passchendaele New British Cemetery is very 
much a reflection of the British Empire, with the 
graves of 1,018 men from the UK, 647 Canadi-
ans, 292 Australians, 126 New Zealanders, 6 
men from Guernsey, 3 South Africans, and 1 
man from Newfoundland, all of whom died in 
battles fought in Flanders. 
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April Town Council   

By Jane Proctor                                                             

April’s meeting of the Council was held on 
10th April, a week later than the advertised 
date owing to “technological reasons”. The 
Mayor, Cllr Adams, did not elaborate on the 
nature of those reasons, but apologised to 
anyone who had turned up on 3rd April. In 
attendance were Cllrs Adams, Handford, 
Marshall, Pritchard, Stannard, Swales, 
Taylor, Townson and District Councillor 
Thompson. Apologies were received from 
Cllrs Bridgman, Faraday and Vendy. Four 
members of the public were also present. 

New Bus Service 

One member of the public had attended 
the ‘Drop In’ session prior to the council 
meeting to express concern about the 
dilapidated state of some of the stiles on the 
Heritage Trail, and was doubtless gratified 
to learn that the Council had agreed to a 
general tidy up of the trail at their last 
meeting. Cllr Townson reported that 
Northern Rail are introducing “The 
Bowland Explorer” bus service which will 
run every Sunday and Bank Holiday from 
7th May to 24th September and will provide 
an integrated train and bus service from 
Lancaster to Clitheroe via Bentham, 
Ingleton, Clapham and Slaidburn, so it may 
well be that as a consequence of this new 
leisure facility the Heritage Trail will be 
used by a whole new set of visitors to 
Bentham. The new bus service is likely to 
prove popular with visitors and locals alike. 

Great Places Scheme 

This refers not to Bentham, but to a new 
government initiative reported by District 
Cllr Thompson under which Craven and 
South Lakeland District Councils have been 
awarded a “significant” amount of money 
to encourage young people to move into, or 
not to move out of, the area. The Council 
was also reminded about the “Leadership 
Programme” under which 40% of capital 
investment can be met for new business 
ventures which result in increased 
employment. If you think you might be 

eligible to apply, have a word with Cllr 
Thompson who will help you with the 
paperwork. 

Extra Care Group and New Houses 

Cllr Townson reported there had been a 
very positive meeting between the Extra 
Care Group and North Yorkshire County 
Council. Funding for the Extra Care 
Housing scheme on the old primary school 
site and playing field is now in place. Also 
planning applications were considered for 
five new houses on the old school site at 
Low Bentham, and 16 new properties on the 
Felstead site on Low Bentham Road. There 
were no adverse observations from the 
Town Council, subject in each case to access 
from the sites to the highway being 
satisfactory. 

Playing Fields 

Cllr Marshall reported that access into 
the new playing field area in Low Bentham 
had been agreed and this scheme is now 
likely to be moved on quickly. But as this 
new playing field gets off the ground the 
trustees of the playing field in High 
Bentham have requested a meeting with the 
Town Council to discuss ways of keeping 
the facilities intact in the face of diminished 
funding and personnel. 

Cedar House and Glebe House  

Cllr Stannard reported that he and Cllr 
Bridgman had attended a positive meeting 
with Cedar House and Glebe House, who 
are keen to look at ways for them to get 
more involved in the community and for 
the community to get more involved with 
them.   

Emergency Planning 

Cllrs Adams and Marshall had attended 
a Parish Liaison meeting organised by 
Craven District Council at which one of the 
live topics was planning to cope with an 
emergency. Ingleton have such a plan, 
which swung into immediate action at the 
outbreak of the recent fire on the Industrial 
Estate. Bentham has previously talked about 
such a plan but is now determined, with 
help from Craven, to put its own plan 

         ……../Continued on page 22 
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together for a “Major Incident Response 
Team”. 

And finally 

The police reported 42 incidents in 
Bentham during March, which are outlined 
in PC Parson’s report on page 17; the 
caretaker for the Town Hall, Ruth Green, 
has retired after more than twenty years in 
post and the Town Council are advertising 
for a replacement (see page 35) and a letter 
was received from Craven DC outlining the 
changes to the recycling collection service 
which has led to the “co-mingling” of 
paper with plastics and glass. You could be 
forgiven for thinking they were referring to 
a corporate networking event rather than 
rubbish collections! 

Planning Matters 

Planning Decisions received since March 
Council Meeting 

Granted 

• Alterations and extension to Rose 
Cottage, Wenning Avenue, High Bentham 

• Change of use of land to accommodate 
16 additional static caravans at Riverside 
Caravan Park, Wenning Avenue, High 
Bentham 

• Demolish existing outbuildings and 
replace with a double storey extension to 
north elevation, single storey extension to 
west elevation and  replace porch to south 
elevation. Create vehicle turning space on 
east elevation to allow additional parking 
at Greenfoot Farm, Greenfoot Lane, Low 
Bentham 

Refused 

• None 

New Applications 

• Demolition of redundant school and 
provision of 5 new dwellings at Low 
Bentham CP School, Doctors Hill, Low 
Bentham 

• Change of use of land to extend 
existing residential cartilage and erection of 
detached garage at Rose Cottage, Wenning 
Avenue, Bentham 

• Remove door & replace window in 

front elevation at 9 Main Street, Low 
Bentham 

• Demolition of existing industrial unit 
for residential development of 16 dwellings 
comprising detached, semi-detached and 
terraced houses, including 6 affordable 
homes at Felstead, Low Bentham Road, 
High Bentham 

• Change of use of business premises to 
daytime cafe/takeaway and evening bistro 
at 26 Main Street, High Bentham 

Goose Causes Power Cut 
By Richard Blackwell - Firefighter 
 

When half of Bentham was sent 
back into the dark ages last month,                    
Bentham’s crew were requested to 
attend reports of a fire at the solar 
farm. The crew went for a  gander 
and found the culprit. One cooked 
goose who had flown too close to the               
overhead wires! 

/Continued from page 21 
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What Has Your Town 
Council Been Doing 
In The Last Month? 
By Cllr John Vendy  

Fly-tipping: 

Some incidents of household waste being 
left by street waste bins has been reported to 
Craven District Council. Part of the role of 
the bin emptying team is to try to identify 
the source of the waste so that the culprit 
can be prosecuted.  

April Council meeting: 

Apologies to anyone who wanted to 
attend the Council meeting on Monday 3rd 
April. Due to a fault in our e-mail system 
the meeting agenda wasn't publicised. With-
out publicising the agenda we cannot                
legally hold the meeting. We now have 
checks in place to prevent this error                
recurring. 

Marketing Committee: 

Due to falling demand for printed copies 
of the Accommodation List and Visitor 
Guide  it was agreed to put the information 
on our website and print individual copies 
when requested in Tourist Information. 

The 2018 calendar was discussed 
(including quality control issues).  

Ways of limiting numbers of people in 
the Lower Hall were discussed. This is a 
safety issue as fire exits have become                 
obstructed in the past. 

Finance Committee: 

The quarterly meeting of the Finance 
Committee was held in April to monitor 
Council finances. 

Town Hall Caretaker: 

The Council would like to thank Ruth 
Green for her invaluable help over many 
years as caretaker of the Town Hall. We 
wish her a long, happy and well deserved 
retirement. Thank you Ruth! 

Bentham News is published at New House, Mewith Lane, Bentham, by a voluntary                
editorial committee consisting of Shirley Brown, Kathleen Kelly, Ros Lloyd, Howard 
Matthew, Peter Phillips, Anne Preston, Jane Proctor, Richard Wallace, Pam Woof, and               
Denise Henshaw—co-ordinator, who can be contacted on 015242 61515. Emma Greenep 
works alongside Denise administering the advertising side of the paper and can be reached 
on ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk. Every effort is made to ensure that information contained 
in the paper is correct, however, Bentham News is an open access paper and views and 
opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editorial committee. The committee             
reserves the right to edit contributions. We are willing to withhold names on request, but 
names, addresses and telephone numbers must accompany  all  items  for publication. 
Please hand in to Emma’s Hair and Beauty in the Main Street or email to:-                                      
info@thebenthamnews.co.uk   Copy deadline is 12th May for the June edition. We aim to 
acknowledge all emails, if you do not receive a reply to an email, please contact us again, as 
it may not have been received. 
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Events in May 
Town Hall Codes: TB Ballroom LH Lower 
Hall WR Wenningdale Room  Others:  
PP Pioneer Projects LW Looking Well 
Mon 1st Victoria Inst., 6.15-7.45pm Tai Chi 
Tues 2nd PP, Looking Well, 10.30am, 
 Looking Well Tuesday Café and Art 
 Activities. Community Lunch at 
 1pm with Soup. And 9th, 16th, 23rd. 
 Creative Writers Group, 11.30-1pm. 
 And 9th, 16th & 23rd. 
 Town Hall, 9-10am, Mature Movers.  
 And every Tues. LH. And 23rd. 
 10am-12noon, Craft Club. And every 
 Tues. WR. 
 10.15-11.45am, Contemporary Ballet 
 And every Tues. LH. And 23rd. 
 6.30-9pm, Slimming World. And 
 every Tues. LH. 
 7-8pm, Aerobics. And every Tues TB. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, 
 Office Open. And every Tues. 
 1-3.30pm, Piper’s Painters.  And 
 every Tues. 
 3.45-8.30pm, Helen Howard School 
 of  Dance.  And every Tues term time 
Wed 3rd PP, Looking Well, 2-4pm, Art for 
 All Art Group. And 10th, 17th & 
 24th. 
 Town  Hall, 7pm, Council Mtg, LH. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Wed. 
 11.30am-2.15pm, Community Link 
 Café. And every Wed. 
 3.45-8.30pm, Helen Howard School 
 of Dance. And every Wed term time 
 Methodist Church, 10-11.30am, 
 Coffee  Morning. Donations to 
 local charities. And every Wed.  
 Methodist Church Hall, 9.30-
 10.30am, Pilates with Sally Horn. 
 And every Wed in term time. 
Thu 4th PP, Looking Well, 1-4pm,  Art 
 Shed, Community Art. 
 And 11th, 18th & 25th. 
 Town Hall, 6.30am-10.30pm, 
 Elections. LH 
 9.30-10.30am, Pilates.  And every 
 Thurs. TB. 
 7-8pm, TNT Fitness, Boxercise.  And 
 every Thurs. TB 

 Victoria Inst., 7am-10pm, Local 
 Elections 
  Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm, 
 Knit and Natter.  Knitting group for 
 any ability, Methodist Church, help 
 available. And 18th. 
 Clapham Village Hall, 9-10.30am, 
 Tai Chi Qigong 
Fri 5th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm,  
 Age Concern. Writers Unleashed. 
 PP, Looking Well, 10.30–1pm, Art 
 Skills Development. For details ring 
 62672.  And 12th, 19th & 26th. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Fri.  
 4-7pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Fri. in term time. 
 Town Hall, 5.30-6.30pm, Sally Reid, 
 LH. And every Fri. 
Sat 6th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, 
         St John’s coffee morning. TB. 
 PP, Looking Well, 10-12noon, 
 Carnival Making Workshops. And 
 20th, 27th. 2-4pm, 30th, 31st May,  
 1 & 2 June. 
 St Margaret’s Church Hornby 7pm 
 Gathered Voices cappela choir. Free. 
Mon 8th PP, Lairgill Car Park, meet 9.30am, 
 Walks for Women. And 15th & 22nd. 
 PP, Looking Well, Monthly Carers 
 group with Making Art for those 
 with memory loss  both 10.15 - 
 12-15pm, ring 62672 for details. 
 Town Hall, 1-3pm, N Y Horizons. 
 And every Mon. WR. Not 29th. 
 7-8pm, TNT Fitness,  Boxercise. And 
 every Mon. TB. Not 29th. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Office Open. And every Mon. 
 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Mon. Not 29th. 
 3.45-6pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Mon in term time. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 10-11:30am, 
 Toddle-In for parents and carers with 
 children 0-4.  And every Mon. except 
 bank holidays. £1 per family. 
 6.15-7.30pm, Springboard for 
 children aged 7-11 years.  And every 
 Mon. in term time.  40p per session. 
Tues 9th Hornby Inst., 10-30-12.30pm 
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 ‘When I can’t speak for myself, what 
 do I want to say?’ Free workshop, 
 Contact Pat Seber on 01524 21449   
Wed 10th Footpath, Horton/Selside,  
 8.5 miles, Sue Badley/Ann Butcher 
 62502.  See Page 37. 
 Ingleton Community Centre, 
 10am-12noon.  CAB. And 24th. 
 Pioneer Projects (PP), Looking 
 Well, 8-9.30pm, Singing for All. And  
 24th. Tel David Burbridge 01539 
 621166 for further details. 
Thurs 11th Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon, 
 Bat’N’Chat.  And every Thurs. 
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Thurs. term time 
 Methodist Church Hall, 
 Welcome-In. Dominoes and tea for 
 all ages, for transport contact 
 Anthony 63156. And 25th. 
Fri 12th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30 pm,   
 Age Concern.  Exercise with  
 Sally Horn 
 Victoria Inst., 6.30-8.30pm, Family 
 Games Night, family fun, admission 
 £1 includes refreshments. 
 Town Hall, 8pm, Film Group, ‘A 
 Street Cat Named Bob’ See page 29  

. BENTHAM NEWS DEADLINE 
Sat 13th  Town Hall, 10am-12noon,  Age 
 Concern Coffee Morning  
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Book swap. And every 2nd Sat. 
Sun 14th Footpath, Rigmaden/Lune Valley, 
 7.5 miles, Robert Baines, 41452 pg 37.  
 Victoria Inst., 2-4pm, Plant Sale & 
 Cream Teas. 
Mon 15th PP, Looking Well, Making Art.  
 For those with memory loss and 
 their carers, 10.15am-12.15pm. And 
 22nd. Tel 62672 for details.  
Wed 17th PP, Looking Well, New library 
 is open to the public 10am. 
Thurs 18th Bentham Primary School, 7pm, 
 Low Bentham WI. 
Fri 19th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30 pm, 
  Age Concern.  Kitchen Utensils - 
 Mary Hartley. 
 Hornby Inst. 7.30pm Plays in 
 Maytime. And Sat 20th. 
Sat 20th Town Hall, 10am-12noon,  

 Conservative Association coffee 
 morning. TB. 
Fri 26th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, 
 Age Concern. Vocal Harmony - 
 Sue, Stella & Edna. 
 Town Hall, 8pm, Film Group,  
  'The Marx Brothers At The Circus' 
Sat 27th  Bentham Footpath Group, 
 Roundthwaite Common, 8.5 miles, 
 David & Sheila Longton 61838 pg 37 
 Town Hall, 10am-12noon,  
 Bentham Praise Coffee Morning. TB. 
Tues 30th Footpath, 6.30pm, Bentham/
 Ingleton, 5 miles, Sue Pilkington/
 Barbara Trojansky 61757 pg 37 
Fri 2nd June    BN PUBLISHED 

Longstaffe's Educational Foundation 
award grants of various amounts annually to 
assist with additional educational expenses. 
Applicants must be under 25 and have                  
attended a Bentham Primary school.                
Consideration will be given to requests for 
help with tuition, books, equipment etc.  
     Please contact the Secretary for an                
application form, which must be returned 
before 1st June. Telephone 015242 98811 
info@oldpotterybarn.co.uk  
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Embroidery Service 
Email: sales@pennineoutdoor.co.uk 

 
1st Floor, Central Buildings, Main St. High Bentham,  

LA2 7HE (up the steps next to Bentham Imaging) 

Fabrics & 
Haberdashery 

for the outdoors 
 

Tel: 015242 63377 

 

Windproof 
& 

Water Resistant 
Fabrics 

Perfect for Spring! 
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Busy Times At Our               
Primary School 
By Miss Claire Pearson, Headteacher, 015242-61412 

5th April 2017 saw Mrs Boocock’s last day 
at school as headteacher, after 14 dedicated 
and successful years in the role. We all wish 
her the very best for her future and               
sincerely hope she enjoys her retirement. To 
help celebrate her time at the school, chil-
dren were invited to take part in a special 
celebratory lunch, which was prepared by 
our wonderful school cook, Mrs Leak and 
her assistant, Ms Price. Later there was a 
Leavers’ Assembly for Mrs Boocock, which 
turned out to be a very emotional event, 
and one that could have been sponsored by 
the market leaders in tissue production!  

Children have been very busy this term 
and have been involved in lots of creative 
activities together with school visits. As 
reported on page 42 of this BN, members of 
the school’s Eco-Group met Prince Charles 
at Broadrake, Chapel-le Dale. On 14th 
March year 6 children were invited by QES, 
Kirkby Lonsdale, to take part in a science 
and engineering demonstration, and on 
29th March children from the school’s 
nursery visited Gill Garth Farm, Selside. 
Thanks to Mr and Mrs Benson and The 
Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust for              
making this visit possible. 3rd April saw                  
children from Class 5 attend this year’s 
Craven Young Citizens’ Day in Gargrave. 
This is an event organised by North York-
shire Police that educates children on many 
aspects of growing up, including drug 
abuse, internet safety, safety near water, 
railways and much, much more. 

The School’s Wildlife Project continues 
to go from strength to strength, and ‘The 
Big Dig 2’ proved to be as popular as the 
first event with many volunteers taking 
part. Thank you also to local businesses 
UNIMOG and Armstrong’s Builders’               
Merchants for their recent support. If you 
are able to help in anyway with this project, 
whether financially, skills based or with 

your time, then please do contact the 
school. Our next Community Big Dig day is 
on Saturday 13th May from 11am to 3pm 
and we would welcome any help from the 
community.  

Our children continue to take part in 
cluster sporting events including quick 
sticks hockey, rugby, swimming and               
football. Thanks to Mrs Steele, the school’s 
sports co-ordinator, for organising all these 
extra activities. Children will continue with 
swimming lessons at Settle, and also take 
part in golf lessons, thanks to Bentham Golf 
Club and their wonderful pro for making 
this possible. 

Thanks to all those who responded to 
our recent plea for wool, members of the 
knitting club now have plenty to use in 
their wonderful knitted creations. We are 
always grateful for any donations and at 
present the early years’ staff are busy 
setting up a Mud Kitchen. So if anyone has 
kitchen utensils they no longer use,                 
including whisks, wooden spoons, cake 
tins, saucepans, frying pans and bowls, 
these would be very much appreciated. 

Places are available for September in our 
Ofsted ‘outstanding’ nursery. To secure one 
of these places or put your child’s name on 
a waiting list for future intakes, then please 
do not hesitate to contact the school.               
Alternatively feel free to come along to one 
of our Friends of Bentham School’s moth-
er and toddler sessions, which are held 
every term-time Friday from 9am to 
10.30am, and then you could call in at the 
school office at the same time. 

Low Bentham Victoria Institute 
    

Plant Sale and Cream Teas  
on  

Sunday 14th May 2-4pm 
      

Cream teas will be served  
in the community garden 

    
Donations of plants, homemade cakes and 

home produce would be most welcome 
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All joinery work  

Undertaken 
 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 
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Bentham Film Group  
By Stella Hall 

This month we will be having two film 
nights. The first will be on Friday 12th May 
when the film 'A Street Cat Named Bob' 
will be shown by the Film Group in High 
Bentham Town Hall. This is the film                  
adaptation of James Bowen's much loved 
and best selling book of the same name, 
with Luke Treadway starring as James 
Bowen. It tells the life-affirming, true story 
of the unlikely friendship between a young 
homeless busker and a stray ginger cat 
called Bob who changed his life.  

     The second film night will be part of the 
Bentham Carnival celebrations. On              
Friday 26th May we will be showing a 
'nostalgic' film, 'The Marx Brothers At The 
Circus'(Cert U). Released in 1939, this            
comedy film features the Marx Brothers 
trying to save the owner of a circus from 
bankruptcy by recovering some stolen 
funds. As usual, both films will start at 
8pm and tickets cost £5 on the door. There 
will be a raffle and refreshments in the             
interval. Any profits from the second film 
will go to Bentham Carnival funds. 

NSPCC Open Gardens 
Sunday July 16th 
By Susan Adams 

We are again holding our Open Garden 
event in July, this has proved very popular 
in the past and we hope that once again we 
can offer a variety of gardens in the              
Bentham area for folks to look around. 

Gardens will be open between 10am to 
5pm. Refreshments will be available at 
some of the gardens. We have had several 
firm offers from some gardeners who want 
to join in the scheme. If you would like to 
offer your garden to be open on the day 
please get in touch before the end of May 
by ringing 62254.   

Can I also say a big thank you to all who 
donated in the recent House to House               
collection. We will publish the final total 
raised when it becomes available. 

Youth Café News 
By David Tuohy 

After the Easter holidays Bentham Youth 
Café is looking forward to a full and packed 
summer with things like baking, crafts, 
gardening, cycling and, we hope, visits 
from the fire brigade, the police and others. 
It is also our intention to go on a sponsored 
walk up Ingleborough on 10th June at 10am 
leaving from Clapham. This is to raise              
money for our youth group and we would 
like to encourage families to take part and 
have a picnic at the top with everyone           
welcome.  

Sadly due to rising costs and the fact that 
we are limited in what we can claim 
through grants, we are going to put a small 
charge of 50p per person on entry, but this 
is still great value for 2 hours at the Youth 
Café. We wish to thank Bentham Town 
Council, the Methodist church and others 
for their continued financial help as                   
without their support we would struggle to 
carry on. 
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Bentham News Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £15 local—£21 non local One eighth page colour £20 local—£26 non local 

One quarter page £30 local—£42 non local One quarter page colour £40 local —£50 non local 

One half page £70 local—£90 non local  One half page colour £90 local—£110 non local 

Inserts £150 commercial—£75 charity          

People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 

Send to ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk  

info@thebenthamnews.co.uk for copy or call 015242 61515 

Leonard Tyrer & Son Ltd 

Joiners 
Established 1954 

 

All types of joinery work  

undertaken 
 

Grove Hill, Station Road, Bentham 

Tel 015242 62333 

07780788339 

www.tyrersjoinery.co.uk 
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Bentham Library ‘On The 
Move’ 
By Lynda Graveson, Howard Matthew, Linda 
Brockbank and John Frankland 

Bentham Library and Customer Services 
Centre is on the move.  The Library doors 
will close for the last time on Monday 8th 
May at 5pm at the Robin Lane branch but 
will re-open in brand new premises at           
Pioneer Projects, Looking Well Studios, 
King Street, High Bentham, LA2 7HG as 
Bentham Community Library at 10am on 
Wednesday 17th May. 

The new library is bright and vibrant, 
with a multifunctional space for events and            
activities.  There will be four computers for 
people to use, free WiFi and over £10k has 
been spent on new books to provide more 
choice. “Sharing the King Street premises 
with Pioneer Projects brings the library 
closer to the town centre and means that 
resources and costs and expertise can also 
be shared and new initiatives developed” 
said County Councillor Chris Metcalfe, 
North Yorkshire’s Executive Member for 
the library and information service. 
“Pioneer Projects is really pleased they are 
able to step in and offer a new home to         
Bentham Community Library in our            
building” said Sue Vasey, Pioneer’s Interim 
Director. “As well as securing the library 
for the future it provides an opportunity for 
Pioneer Projects’ staff and volunteers to 
support the Friends of Bentham Library 

(FoBL) and work with them to develop the 
service for the future. 

FoBL Chair, Craven District Councillor 
Linda Brockbank said, 'The aim of FoBL has 
always been to keep a library in Bentham. 
Moving the library into Pioneer Projects 
will ensure the future of the service in            
Bentham and has our full backing. Our                  
volunteers have done a magnificent job for 
nearly 5 years in supporting North                    
Yorkshire County Council to keep the            
library open and, although FoBL volunteers 
will become Pioneer Projects’ volunteers, 
FoBL will continue as an advocacy and 
fundraising group in support of the new 
Community Library”. 

Customers will be able to borrow extra 
books to see them through the closure           
period and some services will also be             
available online, including renewals.              
Overdue charges will not apply for the            
duration of the closure. For enquiries               
during the closure period (9th – 16th May) 
please telephone 01609 534548.   You can 
access e-books, e-magazines and on-line 
reference resources throughout the closure 
period, 24/7 at  

www.northyorks.gov.uk/libraries 

If anyone would like to volunteer in the 
new community library, please contact 
Lynda Graveson at Pioneer Projects on 
62672 or Chris Joint on 61266.  

Interim Opening Times:- Monday 2.30 –
5pm, Wednesday 10am–2pm, Friday 2.30 -
4.30pm, Saturday 10am–12 noon. 
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F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 
01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

 

MEL BOOTH 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

07825749631 
 

GENERAL HANDY-
MAN,  

GARDEN MAINTENANCE,   
GREAT RATES. 

       Settle Chimney  
        Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  

Sweeping Service 
Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls,  
Carbon Monoxide Detectors 

Supplied & Fitted. 
National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683 - 
Mob. 07815 285321  
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Festival Of Walks -  
Skipton Rotary Club -  
Sunday 21st May  
By Philippa Troutman  015242-62672 
www.pioneerprojects.org.uk 
Pioneer Projects is fortunate to have been 
chosen as one of 3 charities being supported 
by Skipton Rotary Club in 2017. One of the 
fund raising events that the Rotary Club is 
organising is the FESTIVAL OF WALKS, 
which is being held on Sunday 21st May. 
Full details and on line entry forms are            
available at:- 
www.skiptonrotary.org/FoWs.htm 
   Skipton Rotary's chosen charities for this 
event, are SELFA, Medical Detection Dogs 
and Pioneer Projects. These walks are staged 
for the benefit of local clubs, charities and 
organisations so they can raise sponsorship 
funds for their own use by enlisting walkers. 
The walks are all for fun and cash for the 
community. Rotary is purely the facilitator. 

There are a mix of walks to choose from, 
ranging in length and in location. The walks 
start at Skipton Town Hall and Skipton          
Auction Mart mid morning and early              
afternoon. There is an entry fee for each 
walk and the possibility of collecting            
sponsorship for your chosen charity too.       
Please pass this on to friends and family and 
encourage others to get involved to support 
the ongoing delivery of creative arts and 
dementia sessions at Pioneer Projects. You 
can contact me at Pioneer Projects for further 
details if required: 015242 62672.  

Thank you! 
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Thought For The Month  
By Rev. Bryan Yardy 
For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he 
will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 
purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like 
gold and silver, until they present offerings to the 
Lord in righteousness. MALACHI 3:3 (NRSV) 

This verse from the Prophet Malachi               
puzzled a group of women in a Bible study. 
They got to wondering what this statement 
really meant about the character and nature 
of God. So, one of the women offered to find 
out the process of refining silver for their 
next Bible Study. That week, the woman 
called a silversmith and arranged to watch 
him at work. She didn't mention anything 
about the reason for her interest beyond her 
curiosity about the process of refining silver. 
As she watched the silversmith, he held a 
piece of silver over the fire and let it heat up. 
He explained that in refining silver, one 
needed to hold the silver in the middle of the 
fire where the flames were hottest, so as to 
burn away all the impurities.  

The woman thought about God holding 
us in such a hot spot, and then she thought 
again about the verse that says: “he will sit as 
a refiner and purifier of silver." She asked the 
silversmith if it was true that he had to sit 
there in front of the fire the whole time the 
silver was being refined. The man answered 
that yes, he not only had to sit there holding 
the silver, but he had to keep his eyes on the 
silver the entire time it was in the fire. If the 
silver was left a moment too long in the 
flames, it would be destroyed. The woman 
was silent for a moment. Then she asked the 
silversmith, "How do you know when the 
silver is fully refined?" He smiled at her "Oh, 
that's easy - when I see my image in it."  

If today you are feeling the heat of the fire, 
remember that God has his eye on you and 
will keep watching over you, for each one of 
us is precious in his sight. His aim is never to 
abandon or destroy you, but to refine you - 
until he sees his image in you.  

Climate Action In Bentham 
By Timothy Fox (wenningfoxes@btinternet.com) 
Churches Together in Bentham recently 
staged an event, “Just Food” with displays 
from BEST, Growing With Grace, Craven 
Conservation Group, Landworkers Alliance 

and Fair Trade. We focussed mainly on food: 
“Use Your Loaf!” Food that is locally sourced 
(L), organically produced (O), animal-
friendly (A) and fairly traded (F). The supper 
was mostly that and we are encouraged to 
shop locally and try to choose “LOAF” food. 

But what else can we do? We can make 
our voices heard to bring about change 
through the County Council and our MP as 
well as in the local media. How can we as a 
nation resolve the difference between the 
costs of food production to our farmers and 
the returns they get? If food prices have to 
rise, people on low incomes may rely on 
food banks – if they can get there? 

Then there is the challenge to reduce our 
carbon emissions—reducing car and plane 
journeys we make—and other lifestyle 
changes so we are working towards a “zero-
carbon Britain” for health, but also for the 
health and well-being of future generations, 
people in parts of the world even now being 
affected by droughts, floods and rising sea-
levels. “Love your neighbour as yourself”! 

Hopefully, we are doing something, and 
we can do more.  The important thing is that 
we are going in the right direction. 

Christian Aid Week 14-20 May 

Finding A Safe Place… This year Christian 
Aid focuses on work with refugees.  Over 70 
years ago, this is how Christian Aid started, 
helping people in Europe in the chaos            
following the end of the Second World War.   

One 21st century refugee says: “The last 
days and weeks in Afghanistan were the 
hardest… I didn’t know if my family was 
going to be safe, alive.”  CA says,  “There are 
65 million people across the globe fleeing 
their homes because of war, conflict and 
disaster, and making dangerous journeys in 
search of safety. “Thank you for not turning 
your backs on them.”  

So an envelope will be coming through 
every door in Bentham and in Lowgill/
Tatham Fells.  It will include a note about 
drop-off points in the villages.  Please give 
generously to support people who have been 
forced out of their homes, and in many cases 
out of their country. If you can help with the 
collection/delivery of envelopes, please           
contact Dorothy Stubbs on 61430 or Timothy 
Fox on 62575. A Big Thankyou To All. 
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Stonegate School 

By Tessa Tyndall, Headteacher 

The pupils and the staff at Stonegate School 
would like to thank all those people who 
have supported them in their move from 
“Evaglades” and again with their recent 
fund raising events which raised over £350 
for Comic Relief. On “Red Nose Day”            
following an evening baking with RSWs, 

the girls sold cakes outside the Post Office 
in High Bentham.  

During the afternoon they hosted an 
open classroom where they served hot 
drinks, scones, jam and cream. They had to 
bring in more tables and chairs as the             
afternoon progressed due to the volume of 
visitors. The weather was glorious and a 
good time was had by all. 
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MARK WATSON 
HOME & GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 
 

 
Gardening 

and landscaping services,  
mowing, strimming. Hedge cutting, fencing, 

paving, turfing and power washing.  
Loft insulating and pointing. 

 
Estimates given, no VAT. 

07759680938   07759680943 
015242 62038 

 

COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 
MOB 07765 882579 

LOGS LOGS LOGS 
Kiln Dried Firewood 

Seasoned Logs, Bags or Loads 
Cash and Carry  
Pick up Point 

 

Bentham Road, Ingleton 
 

Call David on:  015242 41521 
Mobile: 07713055404 
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Walks in May 
By Kate Rowe 

As I write this, it has been a very dry 
and at times warm April. I'm hoping 
that lasted for our third attempt at                    
Helvellyn on the 29th. The mild weather 
with hardly a frost was definitely helpful to 
the frogspawn in my pond. It was laid in 
abundance, heaped up in mounds and I 
had to get handfuls of it to move to other 
parts of the pond. Hard frosts often kill off 
a lot of the spawn, but this year the pond is 
swarming tiny tadpoles. I have seen ducks 
and herons flying off the pond, probably 
having enjoyed a feed on them! 

      Our first walk on Wednesday 10th of 
8.5 miles takes us north, on the east side of 
the Ribble valley, from Horton in Ribbles-
dale. We pass Sell Gill Holes and at                  
Birkwith turn to descend to the valley floor 
and cross the Ribble by a footbridge. After 
Selside, we return on the opposite side of 
the valley, crossing open fell to Sulber 
Nick, followed by a steepish descent back 
to Horton. The pink blooms of Bird's-eye 
Primrose may be a bonus. 

     On Sunday 14th we park near Mansergh 
Church and walk past Mansergh High, 
through Hag Wood, past Rigmaden Hall, 
through Park Wood to a road. Turing left 
we then follow a footpath past                      
Wyndhammere to Barkin House. We finish 
via Tarnhouse Tarn, Kitridding and Old 
Town, about 7.5 miles. 

      We head towards Tebay on Saturday 
27th, parking by the side of the 
Roundthwaite Lane just off the Tebay road 
for an 8.5 mile walk. Our walk takes us 
through the hamlet of Roundthwaite then 
across fields to Pikestone Lane which we 
follow to Dyke Farm then on up the 
Breatherdale valley which feels remote 
despite the motorway across the end of the 
vale. Where the valley splits we take the 
left fork and arrive at the steep climb up 
the Breasthigh Road. At the crest of the 
pass we turn left along the ridge, mostly on 
quad tracks, all the way to Jeffrey's Mount 

by way of Borrowdale Edge, 
Roundthwaite Common and Belt 
Howe with, weather permitting, 
fine views in all directions. From 
Jeffrey's Mount we descend back 

down to Roundthwaite and our cars.  

       The first of the summer evening walks 
is on Tuesday 30th May, 5 miles, starting at 
6.30pm from Lairgill. We go towards               
Ingleton by Bentham Golf course, across 
Dumb Tom's Lane crossing Aspland Beck, 
then to Foredales. From Enter Farm we 
return via Brookhouse, Tatterthorn Lane 
finishing at Streakber Lane. The walk is 
undulating, along field paths, quiet lanes 
and tracks with a few stiles. Insect repellent 
might be useful.  

      Apart from our last walk, all walks 
leave Lairgill at 9.30am. We would                 
welcome new members to come and join 
us. Our first June walk is Stocks Reservoir 
on 7th June.  Also advance notice of a             
Family Walk on Sunday 18th June.  Full 
details next month. 

Bentham Footpath Group 
 

Led walks of 5 to 10 miles on a weekly 
basis on varying days of the week 

Details of the walks are published in the 
Bentham News 

 

WALKING                 

FOR HEALTH 
IN BENTHAM 

 

Walks for Women 
 

Consist of 2 hour social walks 
on Monday mornings 

leaving Lairgill Car Park at 9.30 am 
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Anyone For 
Tennis? 
By Carole Webb 

Did you know that there is a great tennis 
club near Bentham in the Lune Valley? It is 
Lunesdale Lawn Tennis Club at Ball Lane in 
Caton. (www.lunesdaletennis.net) 

We have two floodlit, all-weather courts 
open all year, and three grass courts 
(available April to September), team and 
social tennis, with coaching available by 
arrangement, and a friendly, inclusive 
membership. New members enjoy 50% off 
the membership fee for the first year. 

A free fun session for juniors takes place 
in term time on Mondays 7-8pm. For               
information on these please contact Siobhan 
Tough on 01524-770000, or email 
shivtough@btinternet.com 

Open Sundays are being held on 7th May 
and 14th May, from 2pm-5pm, and all              
individuals, groups and families are very 
welcome. So pop down, hit a few balls and 
check us out. Dust off the old racquet or use 
one of the club racquets. Members will be 
there to help and 
to play and there 
is usually a very 
good afternoon 
tea.  

We hope to see 
you there. 

Learn to Drive with  

Sally Moore 
 

Your local, friendly  

Instructor 
 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 
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TAYLORS 
 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 

High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  

9.00am—5.00pm 

Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 

INTERCOUNTY                                        

DRIVING SCHOOL                                               

VAL KAY                                                      
THEORY TRAINING                                

AVAILABLE                                                 

015242 62794                                        
e-mail: 

val@bentham999.wanadoo.co.uk 

Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 
Mob: 07768 571407 

 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 

Your memories by Leah 
Video/Photo Preservation, 

Editing and Filming Service 
Please get in touch to discuss your  
requirements 
leah@memorabeleah.co.uk 

015242 62939 or  
07884208950  
 
www.memorabeleah.co.uk 

 

REDHEADS COAL  
AND GAS 

 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 
All sizes of Bottled Gas delivered 

 

Kindling, Logs, Wood pellets, Prepacked fuel 
Compost and Gro-Bags 

 

We won’t be beaten on Price,  
Quality and Service 

 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

Tel: 015242 41626 

mailto:leah@memorabeleah.co.uk
http://www.memorabeleah.co.uk
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North Yorkshire Pension 
Fund And Fossil Fuel                    
Investments 
By Mark Fletcher 015242 61477 / 07442 169537 
On behalf of Wenningdale Climate Action 
Network (WeCAN) 
Pension Funds are some of the largest                 
investors in fossil fuel extraction, processing 
or refinement and use. In February, a small 
group of us from the Bentham area                      
presented concerns about the North                 
Yorkshire Pension Fund’s fossil fuel                   
investments to the North Yorkshire County 
Council Pension Fund Committee. The            
Committee is responsible for the                          
management of the Fund on behalf of 
NYCC. With pension scheme members and 
employers, we as residents in North                   
Yorkshire have a stake in how the Pension 
Fund is managed and how it might be              
possible to increase investment in local              
communities. Our concerns include the           
contribution of fossil fuels to climate             
destruction, and the risks to the Pension 
Fund of continuing to invest in fossil fuels. 
We favour withdrawing funds from                
investments linked to fossil fuels and              
re-investing these in more ethical                        
opportunities that are more likely to provide 
expected returns and be safer in the longer 
term. 

Direct and indirect fossil fuel investments 
by the North Yorkshire County Council           
Pension Fund at September 2015 totalled 
£149.2 million, representing 7.18% of the 
Fund’s total investments [1]. At 31st March 
2016, Pension Fund investments in fossil 
fuels had been reduced by over 4.5%, to just 
under 2.7% of the total Fund but this still 
represents almost £65.5 million [2].  

The Pension Fund Committee is well 
aware of the ethical arguments and of the 
risks involved in holding on to fossil fuel 
investments. They acknowledge that returns 
on such investments have been slowly            
diminishing. However, divesting and                 
re-investing is low on their list of priorities 
at a time of huge uncertainties for their              
investment strategy – including pooling 
their Fund with those of other Authorities; 
potential ‘Brexit’ effects; difficulties with 

being clear which investments to withdraw 
from especially where investments are              
bundled up with others or ‘co-mingled’; and 
the Committee’s main concern which is to 
maximise investment returns for scheme 
members and employers. 

What next?  We hold that investing in 
fossil fuels is pretty much investing in              
climate deterioration and growing                    
inequalities and social and environmental 
injustices across the planet. If you have             
similar concerns, do contact your local 
County Councillor, and ‘watch this space’!  
In May, there will be a surge in activities by 
the wider divestment and re-investment 
movement to further attract public attention 
to issues of unethical and risky fossil fuel 
investments. We want to learn more about 
the North Yorkshire Pension Fund and the 
work of the NYCC Pension Fund                     
Committee. With others across North                  
Yorkshire we will campaign to promote             
further reductions in fossil fuel investments, 
and encourage re-investment in renewable 
technology and its applications - ideally 
more locally in North Yorkshire and the 
wider region - as part of the Pension Fund 
Committee’s Investment Strategy.    

Sources: [1] Figures from Local Government            
Pensions, Fossil Fuels and the Transition to a New 
Economy, p24, Sept 2015, 350.org et al, at   

http://gofossilfree.org/uk/pensions  

                [2] Figures for March 2016 from NYCC, 
Pensions Accountants, in response to a recent              
Freedom of  Information Request. Email copies of this 
and the submission we presented to the NYPFC on 
23rd February are available on request. 
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 Ingleborough Area Receives A Royal Visit 

By Sarah Pettifer, YDMT Marketing and Communications Officer, Tel: 015242-51002  

HRH The Prince of Wales met primary school children and young rural apprentices when 
he visited Chapel-le-Dale on Wednesday 22nd March as part of a whistle-stop tour of            
Yorkshire. The Prince received a warm Yorkshire welcome as he arrived at Broadrake 
bunkhouse and training centre, at the foot of snow-capped Ingleborough. After being 
greeted by trustees and staff from local charity Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust (YDMT), 
of which he has been Patron for twenty years, the Prince joined youngsters from Bentham 
Community Primary School, who were visiting Broadrake to learn about wildflower hay 
meadows and their importance for pollinating insects. 

Headteacher Claire Pearson said: “The children were very excited to be given the                  
opportunity to visit Broadrake and plant some wildflowers in the meadow. It was even 
more exciting for them when they discovered that HRH Prince Charles was going to be 
there. The children thoroughly enjoyed meeting him and we think he liked the school mug 
and tea towel which we gave him.” 

After a short tour of Broadrake with owners Mike and Rachel Benson, Prince Charles 
joined beneficiaries of The Prince's Farm Resilience Programme. In total, nine farmers 
shared their motivations for taking part in the programme and aspirations for what it 
would give to their business. Local farmer Leigh Heseltine said, "It was an honour to meet 
The Prince of Wales and hear about his concerns for the future of the family farm. I believe 
that family farms are a vital part of a strong community and a vibrant rural economy. It is 
very important for our family to be part of this programme because we want to build a 
sustainable and successful business. This will in turn underpin the Yorkshire Dales as an 
authentic and unique place to live in and visit." The Settle group is one of 15 locations 
where The Prince’s Farm Resilience Programme is being offered this year. The programme 
will be run for five years with the aim of reaching up to 1,500 family farms UK-wide. 

Prince Charles’s time in Yorkshire also included a visit to The Courtyard at Settle. 

Photo by Steve Finch of HRH Prince Charles meeting children from Bentham Primary School 
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Good News For                 
Residential Care               
Provision 
By Keith Hartley – for Bentham Elderly Care 
Group 

At last, there is hope! At a recent meeting 
with an Assistant Director (Adult Care) and 
a senior Accommodation Officer, we learned 
that a grant application to the Homes and             
Communities Agency has been successful, 
which means that funding is now in place 
for the building of a new Extra Care Housing 
scheme in Bentham. In days of extreme                
financial restraint this is terrific news, and 
we feel that our cause has now turned an 
important  corner. 

Members of Bentham’s Elderly Care 
Group have met with representatives of 
North Yorkshire County Council on several 
occasions over the past three or four years, 
and have often felt disheartened by the           
apparent lack of any progress in pursuing 
the town’s case for residential care provision. 
We were told about two years ago that a 
need for this provision had not been                 
identified in Bentham, and this despite the 
fact that our town has no facilities                   
whatsoever for people who are no longer 
able to care for themselves. Determined to 
show that there is indeed a need, our group 
organised a detailed survey in the town last 
August, and analysis of this survey proved 
beyond doubt that not only does the need 
exist, but that it is considerably greater than 
we ourselves thought. We fed this                     
information in to NYCC and I have no doubt 
whatsoever that it has been of great                
significance in gaining the support of the 
decision-makers.  So again, THANK YOU to 
all those who supported our survey. There 
are still many bureaucratic hoops for                
potential providers to jump through, so it 
will probably be some months before the big 
yellow machines move into Bentham. But 
despite the doubts and scepticism I have felt 
over recent years, I do now believe it will 
happen.  Bring it on! 
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Droving: Whys And Wherefores 
Of Long Distance Trade  
By Mary Taylor 

Mike Winstanley, chairman of the Ewecross 
Historical Society, welcomed Dr David 
Johnson to the meeting held in Bentham 
Methodist Church on 27th March. Dr              
Johnson began his illustrated lecture on 
Droving: Whys and Wherefores of Long 
Distance Trade, by saying that droving, the 
driving of animals to market, is still carried 
on today in many parts of the world. There 
is archaeological evidence of the practice in 
the Iron Age and documentary evidence in 
this country from 1186. Using maps, the 
speaker showed the routes taken by the 
animals, usually cattle and sheep, which 
were walked along these routes, not always 
roads. The animals spread out over a wide 
area, eating as they travelled, herded by 
drovers. In the west, hundreds of cattle 
called Galloways from Ireland and Scotland 
were herded along the Galloway Gate, gate 
meaning road, and through Carlisle to              
continue south along three routes. The one 
nearest to Bentham was past Brough, to 

Garsdale Head, round Great Knoutberry 
Hill, past Gearstones, a droving inn and 
down Chapel-le-Dale to Ingleton. Craven 
was a prime area for fattening cattle with 
5,000 head of cattle at any one time in fields 
at Malham. Dr Johnson spoke of the many 
droving families, including the Birtwhistles; 
and of trysts and fairs along the way where 
cattle were bought and sold. When drovers 
became redundant in the nineteenth                
century, because animals could be                    
transported quickly by rail, they emigrated 
to America to become cowboys. 
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Age Concern In March  
By Mary Brougham and May Burton 

At the beginning of the month Jane Callus 
Whitton showed us how to make small, 
very attractive boxes to hold jewellery and 
stamps. Then on 17th March Alan Tonge 
told us about the cruise on the Queen             
Elizabeth that he and his wife Liz had been 
on around the Middle East. They sailed 
from Dubai and called in at Oman and 
Muscat. They were also lucky enough to 
follow the Queen Mary through the Suez 
Canal; the first time the two ships have ever 
done this together. Istanbul was a                   
shoppers’ dream, and Liz said nearly              
everyone bought shoes from the 500 or so 
assorted shops. The floors in the Athens 
Acropolis were made of marble and were 
very shiny and slippery. Both Liz and Alan 
were very impressed by the lost city of            
Petra, where the population lived in caves. 
They were equally impressed by the carved 
gates in Oman made of gold and crystals, 
the biggest incense burner in the world and 
the shops that sold everything imaginable. 
Alan said that life on board the ship was 
incredible with wonderful entertainment 
and champagne parties, altogether a               
wonderful holiday. 

Hazel and Gordon Kennel have also 
been away on a cruise, but this one was 
vastly different. They went on the                    
Hurtigruten ferry line around Norway, 
which was a great deal better than they had 
anticipated. They went on a sledge pulled 
by ten huskies who run like the clappers; 
they saw an ice hotel where you sleep on 
blocks of ice (not my idea of fun!). The 
highlight of the trip was a midnight concert 
in Trondheim cathedral and although they 
had to trek through ice and snow to get 
there Hazel said it was worth the effort. 

Bentham Praise Choir came along to 
serenade us on 24th March. Their songs 
included a selection from South Pacific            
including Happy Talk, Wonderful Guy and 
Some Enchanted Evening. Wendy made us 

laugh with a poem entitled 
‘Like Albert’ and Joanie 
also read a poem. The 
choir finished with Row, 
Row, Row Your Boat and 
Kookaburra Sits In An Old Gum Tree. John 
Eno, who shares a birthday date with Roger 
Moore, celebrated his 90th birthday on 27th 
March. He told me the best thing that ever 
happened to him was meeting his wife 
Nancy. John is a charming man who was a 
civil engineer before he retired. 
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More About Our Carnival – 
Saturday 3rd June 
By Mike Redfern (mredfernuk@aol.com) 

With about a month to go things are beginning to 
take shape, thanks to the hard work of the Carnival 
team. By the time you read this, we’ll have done our 
fundraising on Easter Saturday and held a carnival 
disco in the Hoggs and Heifers on the same day (a big thanks to the DJs and Andy); I will 
have astounded the pub with my Travolta-like dance moves and be hoping the                        
painkillers have worked. Many thanks to everyone who donated a prize for the two 
raffles – there’s bigger and better prizes available on Carnival day itself.  

Art Shed - Making things workshops: As usual we want the parade to be full of              
decorated things, made by you, so we are running some workshops in Looking Well 
where you can create things. These will run from 2pm-4pm on Saturdays (6th, 20th and 
27th May) and 30th, 31st May, 1st and 2nd June (half term week). They’ve been great fun 
in the past so why not turn up? 

Stuff from the attic: I wrote a couple of months ago about wanting to get your stories 
and pictures of vintage Bentham. The good news is that a number of you went into your 
lofts and had a good old rummage around. So, in the 3 days before the carnival we will 
be holding an exhibition in the Lower Town Hall of your memories. We intend to have 
photos, spoken word, maybe some music and some moving images. It’ll be free, and we 
would love you to come along in the afternoon. And the whole thing has made me realise 
that this could be bigger and better – if you want it to be!  

Bentham film club: The film club are holding a special screening on Friday 26th May 
to celebrate the carnival – they’ll be showing a classic Marx brothers film, ‘At the Circus’, 
in the Town Hall (see page 29) It’s a great film and we can only fit about 250 people. This is 
absolutely a ‘fun for all the family’ occasion. 

There’s only 6 ½ of us doing all of this, and we need an hour from you. Yes you! We 
need some people who will act as stewards for the procession (we train you in a few 
minutes); we need some bucket shakers; we’d love some people to help with the                   
sideshows. Absolutely anything helps us (well not everything – we’ve rejected the flea 
circus) but give us an hour of your time. You contribute and the town likes the day. 
Seems like a good deal. 
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Carnival Bentham  
Presents.......  
An Evening Of Poetry With 
Mike Garry And Miss P 
Friday 2nd June at 7.30pm in  

Bentham Town Hall 
By Iain Henshaw 

Mike Garry started his career as a librarian 
in Manchester, his groundbreaking work 
included Study Support Units or 
"Homework Centres" throughout                   
Manchester. His work with young people in 
inner city Manchester won him awards 
from the Prince’s Trust and the National 
Literacy Trust, and along with Rio                      
Ferdinand, Ashley Cole and David                  
Beckham, Mike became a “Champion                 
Reader” recognised for his work in                   
promoting reading to young people. His 
poetry is regularly heard on BBC Radio 5 
Live, Radio 4, BBC Breakfast, Match of the 
Day, Sky TV and his work with Manchester 
United has truly  elevated Mike’s poetry to 
an international audience. Dr. Mike Garry is 
Associate Fellow and Artist in Residence at 
the University of Westminster in London 
and was awarded an Honorary Doctorate 
from the Manchester                
Metropolitan University for 
his work in 2015. 

Miss P is a performance 
poet and is originally from                
Lancashire and now living 

in Oxford. She writes, rhymes and rants          
words about life and those that live it.  

All in all, this is an evening not to be 
missed. For more info check out the                    
Carnival Bentham Presents Facebook page 
or carnivalbentham.co.uk. Tickets are £16.00 
each in advance (+ booking fee) and can be 
purchased from Eventbrite.co.uk or call our 
box office number on 07462-060144 or email 
carnivalbentham@gmail.com 
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The Sherwood Forester 

By Richard Bayley 

The Sherwood Forester was originally known as No 5231, the number given to 
her by the London Midland and Scottish Railway Company (LMS) when she was 
built in 1936. She is a preserved British steam locomotive which has carried both 
the names ‘The Sherwood Forester’ and the ‘3rd (Volunteer) Battalion The 
Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters Regiment’, although it never carried         
either of these names when in service. 

In 1967 she was moved to Carnforth becoming one of just a handful of               
locomotives to continue in service until the very end of steam in August 1968.         
In the mid 1990s she was purchased by the Great Central Railway and in 2003 
was purchased by former professional cyclist Bert Hitchen who had long been 
involved in preserving steam locomotives. Thanks to Bert and a dedicated          
support crew she went on to work numerous rail tours across the country.               
Sadly Bert Hitchen passed away in 2015. 

 
Photo taken by Richard Bayley on 6th April of The Sherwood Forester as it passed through  

Bentham, travelling backwards! 


