
     

 

50P DONATION APPRECIATED 

Esmée The Brave  
We celebrate a brave, talented, hard working 11 year old from Bentham, Esmée Holgate. 
She recently returned from Sweden having competed in an international competition 
with competitors from France, Denmark, China, Sweden, Germany, Spain and the             
Netherlands. She won a bronze medal for England. This was an amazing achievement, 
particularly as at 42.3kgs she was fighting in a very tough group with girls 2 or 3 years 
older who weighed up to 48kgs. Her mother, Cherry, found the whole thing so                 
nerve-racking that she hid while Esmée was fighting. Read more on page 4. 
Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging. 
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Bentham Carnival in full swing.  Pictures by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging. 



  3  

 

Bentham Carnival  
By Mike Redfern 

We’ve had loads of positive feedback from 
those of you who came to the Carnival at 
the beginning of June. You liked the new 
format with the Melodrome stage in the 
Auction Mart, the retro feel to the fair-
ground and the rogue chicken that strutted 
its stuff throughout the day (although we 
can’t take credit for that). The procession 
went well – thanks to everyone who turned 
up, decorated, dressed up, carried an            
umbrella and generally joined in. Dave the 
Fireman, who wandered around on his stilts 
entertaining and delighting young and old 
alike, was particularly well received. We 
shifted a lot of coconuts, the food stalls sold 
out, and the wooden snakes went like hot 
cakes. 

It goes without saying that the Carnival 
team couldn’t have managed the day              
without support, so there are a few people 
we need to say a big ‘thank you’ to. Our 
thanks go to all the volunteers who helped 
with the procession and the stalls on the 
day. We would also like to thank Bentham                          

Auction Mart (for allowing us to use their 
car park), Bentham film club (for their             
support) and Embsay and Bolton Abbey 
steam railway (for the raffle prizes). Lastly, 
big thanks to Andy at the Hoggs & Heifers 
for his continued support and fine beer. We 
are having a few months off to recover, but 
will be back in touch after the summer. 
Thanks everyone! 

Your Advert In Colour 
From just £20, why not make your 

advert stand out? 
Email ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 

for more information  
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Esmée The Brave  
(Continued from front page) 

By Shirley Brown 

Readers of BN will remember Esmée              
because we have covered her                   
achievements before, but now she’s on the 
verge of the big time. Not only has she just 
brought back a bronze medal from her latest 
international competition in Sweden, but 
she’s already number two in Great Britain at 
her weight and age group having won a 
silver medal in the British Minors                      
Championships. Esmée says: “I was very 
nervous, but Danny and my friends calmed 
me down. I wouldn’t imagine myself where 
I am today without Danny.” 

Her coach, Danny Harper, who is the 
North West’s under 18 coach, says: “From 
September Esmée will move up to the                
pre-cadet age band and will begin a year of 
competition fighting older and most                 
probably stronger girls. There’s no doubt 
she’ll be up against it but this tough year 
will draw on her resilience and help her gain 
experiences that she needs to make it to the 
highest level as a senior Judoka. Esmée’s 
talent is striking and there is no doubt in my 
mind that she will make the England Judo 
Team in the not so distant future.” 

Danny, with Esmée as his helper, takes 
judo classes in Bentham at the primary 
school on Mondays: 5-8 years at 5.30-6.30pm 
and 8+ years at 6.30-7.30pm. To find out 
more contact Danny on 07870-627305. 

Esmée’s family are just an ordinary               
family with ordinary resources who are 
backing their daughter all the way, but the 
costs of travel to training (5 nights a week, 
some in Manchester and Kendal) and                
competitions, and the kit required, mount 
up. They are actively looking for sponsors, 
so if your business or you as an individual 
would like to be part of the adventure please 
contact Esmée’s mum, Cherry, on                     
07759-019232 to discuss possibilities. 

Photos taken by her mum show Esmée receiving 

her bronze medal and in action. 
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Henry Hayton 
27th April 1933 - 14th May 2017 
By Anne Preston 

Henry was born in Casterton, his father a          
gardener and his mother a seamstress at 
Casterton School. On leaving school, he 
worked for Thompsons Auctioneers at               
Kendal and perhaps this is where his love 
of wheeling and dealing in second hand 
furniture and bric-a-brac was born. After 
National Service, he returned to                    
Thompsons and married his first wife,           
Margaret, with whom he had a son and a 
daughter, Angela, who died in her forties. 
For a while he was the manager of                 
Woolworths in Bishop Auckland and then 
came back to the area to work at Angus 
Fire Armour where he had several roles. He 
ended up working in the labs there until he 
retired. 

Henry’s first wife sadly died in the          
early 80s. He met his second wife, also          
Margaret, at a singles club in Lancaster and 
was instantly smitten. She was a spirited 
divorcee with three children to whom           
Henry became a solid and reliable stepfather. To start with they lived in Ingleton, then 
moved to Bentham where Margaret set up a clothes shop on Main Street and Henry 
started following car boot sales and displaying his finds in her shop. This led to them 
setting up their furniture business at Pye Mills when he retired from Angus in 1988. 
From there the business moved to the old British Legion Hut on the site of what is now 
Sole to Soul. This was a treasure trove of useful/quirky/interesting objects and many of 
us in Bentham still  have in our homes items we purchased from Henry and Margaret. 

He was always the same - cheerful, positive, humorous and generous to a fault. 
Many a young couple setting up home were the beneficiaries of items Henry threw in 
for free or sold for a song. He knew everyone and hailed everyone he met in the street 
with a cheery greeting right up to his last weeks as he rode round on his buggy. 

Margaret was a community mover and shaker but Henry was happier staying in the 
background, a kind, supportive, generous presence. 

He never lost his love of car boot sales even after they closed the business in the            
early 2000s. Their garden is full of Henry's quirkily chosen items; amongst them a tall 
African style carving, massive stuffed rabbit, smiling pottery pigs, a huge plastic owl, 
plants in a handbag, in a crash helmet, a coal scuttle...etc. Once Margaret says, he               
planted two plants in one of her old bras and hung it in a tree by the house! He loved a 
joke. 

Besides Margaret and the children, Henry leaves 7 grandchildren and 9 great grand 
children. A lovely man, he will be sadly missed. 
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Post Office Update…. STOP PRESS 
By Anne Preston 
Pamela has now had her interview with PO Counters Ltd 
(which went very well) and has now signed her contract!  

A consultation period of six weeks will now commence. 
Then there will follow some refurbishment and                    
reorganisation of the premises, all ready for the                  
re-opening of the Post Office in its new location in                  
Flowerfields around September/October time. 

We'll keep you posted! 
 

Fancy A Flyer? 

Send your flyer hand delivered to Bentham residents in the BN  
for  impact advertising.  

We also deliver copies to central points in adjoining villages and towns. 
A5 or folded A4 flyer inserts.  £150 commercial and £75 charity 

Email info@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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Mandy’s Food 
Blog 
Hi, this month I thought I 
would share a recipe I like to 
use at this time of year. 
Cheap to make and really 
full of flavour and colour, 
this is also vegan, gluten and dairy free. 

Spicy Vegetable Tagine                                 
1 sweet potato (about 300g), peeled and cut 
into roughly 2cm chunks                                                          
1 aubergine, cut into roughly 2.5cm chunks                                                                                                                      
2 courgettes, halved lengthways, sliced into 
2cm half-moons                                                                                
1 red pepper, stalk and seeds removed, cut 
into roughly 2.5cm chunks                                           
3 tbsp mild olive oil or sunflower oil                                                                                                                                   
1 small onion, thinly sliced                                                                                                                                                       
4 garlic cloves, thinly sliced                                                                                                                                                   
1 tsp ground coriander                                                                                                                                                         
1 tsp ground cumin                                                                                                                                                        
400g tin chopped tomatoes                                                                                                                                                   
1 tbsp harissa paste                                                                                                                                                                  
2 tbsp clear honey                                                                                                                                                 
100g ready-to-eat dried apricots, halved                                                                                                                      
400g tin chickpeas, rinsed and drained                                                                                                                        
handful chopped fresh coriander, to garnish                                                                                                                         
salt and freshly ground black pepper      

Preheat the oven to 190C/170C Fan/Gas 5. 
Mix the sweet potato, aubergine, courgette 
and red pepper in a large bowl. Drizzle 
over 2 tablespoons of the oil and mix to coat 
then season generously with salt and               
pepper. Heat a large, non-stick frying pan 
over a high heat. When the pan is hot, add 
the vegetables in batches and fry, stirring 
and turning regularly for 3–4 minutes or 
until lightly browned. Heat the remaining 
oil in a lidded casserole pan over a medium 
heat. Add the onions and fry for 3–5 
minutes, stirring regularly, until softened. 
Add the garlic, coriander and cumin and 
fry for 1–2 minutes, stirring frequently. Stir 
in the chopped tomatoes, harissa paste, 
honey, apricots and chickpeas until well 
combined. Add the vegetables and cook for 
2–3 minutes. Cover and transfer to the           
oven. Cook for 30 minutes, then stir in 

200ml cold water until well 
combined and return to the 
oven, covered, for a further 
15 minutes, or until the 
tagine is thick and the vegeta-
bles are tender. Sprinkle the 
tagine with the chopped cori-
ander and serve with                 

couscous or rice.                                                                                                                                     
 

And For Dessert:  

Quick & Easy  Black 
Forest Trifle                                                       
2 large chocolate 
Swiss rolls                                                                                                                                                 
5 free-range egg 
yolks                                                                                                                                             
100g/3½oz sugar                                                                                                                                                                 
½ tsp vanilla essence                                                                                                                                                     
500g/1lb 1½oz mascarpone                                                                                                                                          
300ml pot double cream                                                                                                                                              
3 tins cherries in light syrup                                                                                                                                      
Chocolate to grate                                           

To make the mascarpone cream place the 
eggs yolks, sugar and vanilla into a bowl 
and whisk together until pale and light then 
add the mascarpone and whisk to combine 
well. Drain the cherries keeping the syrup. 
To build the trifle first slice the Swiss rolls 
and place a layer on the bottom of your 
trifle bowl. Pour some of the syrup over the 
first layer then top with cherries, then a 
layer of mascarpone cream and repeat until 
the bowl is nearly full, leaving a few                 
cherries for the top. Whip the double cream 
and top off the trifle and sprinkle with             
grated chocolate and cherries to finish. 
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People of Bentham 
What is a town? What is a                 
community? Is it about 'location' or 
is it about the people who live 
there? Some people are born in 
Bentham, love it and stay. Some 
people move to Bentham, love it, 
and stay. BN is hoping to capture 
some of the diversity and strength 
of our town by interviewing and 
photographing, in roughly the 
same format, a Bentham person 
every month. 

This, we hope, will give a              
flavour of what Bentham is today. 

 

Our first interviewee is Lizzie Star who is a ceramic artist and has lived in Bentham for 
fourteen years. She has a son and a daughter and four grandchildren. 

 
What brought you to Bentham? 

I attended a felting workshop at Craven College when it was at Miller's Court and I was 
then invited to teach art there. Having met some locals I thought Bentham had a nice feel to 
it and was a working town in a lovely setting and a bit alternative.  I thought 'I could live 
here'. 

 
Tell us something about yourself that people might not normally know 

I was a dry stonewaller for quite a long time. 
 

What does a perfect day look like to you? 
Greeting the day, gentle music, walking into my workshop. I enjoy the rituals of the day. 

I like a walk at Feizor or Clapham, love the area, tea and cake with friends and                 
neighbours, a visit to the Duke’s Playhouse. Quiet gentle days and a simple life. 

 
Are there any world events you remember from being a child? 

Not a world event exactly but big in my world then. Going to see the Beatles at the              
Odeon, Manchester. 

 
Is there anyone (e.g. a teacher) who influenced your life greatly? 

My art teacher, Mr. Oliver from the High School of Art in Manchester, which was my 
secondary school. 

 
If you could travel anywhere, where would you like to go? 

I am quite happy sitting in my bed looking out at my tropical garden! 
 

If you had an unlimited budget what would you make in Bentham? 
A huge craft centre for ceramics, textiles, glass and stone, full of resources and free to 

everyone. 
 

What is the most interesting/exciting/dangerous place you have ever visited? 
The township of Soweto, South Africa by myself, soon after Mandela came to power. 

Photos by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 



  9  

 

What is the worst job you ever had? 
Being a cleaner for a lady with OCD. 

 
What is your most treasured possession? 

My hands. 
 

How do you relax? 
With ease, 24 hours a day! 

 
What did you want to be when you were growing up? 

What I am now - an artist, surrounded by beauty, but it’s taken a long time to get to be 
the person I am now. 

 
Is there a book, novel or film you have recently very much enjoyed? 

The film 'Lion' a true story about an Indian boy, really humane. 
 

What achievement in a community you have lived in are you most proud of? 
Leading a campaign to save a site of great natural beauty in Higher Poynton, Cheshire 

from building development in the 1980s. It is now a designated Site of Special Scientific 
Interest. 

 
Is there a day in your life in Bentham that stands out for you as very special? 

The day of the Queen's Jubilee. I took the part of Her Maj in the Gala flotilla                    
procession walking up the street in robes and crown with ladies in waiting, waving to 
crowds three deep on the pavement. Everyone really threw themselves into the game and 
cheered and curtsied etc. I called out 'Forget the lottery, it doesn't get much better than 
this!' 



10  

 

 

Clockwise, l to r in the sack race above, Howard Hill, 

Caoife Turner, Isabel Marshall, Harry Garman and 

Louis Henshaw; John Marshall preparing a gin ripple 

at Gin & Jazz; Jazz Band Quay Change’s vocalist; 

Michelle Hodgson with Paul Calvert from the Art 

Block; Gill Stephenson and Clare French. 
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July Garden 
By Joyce Knapp 

As we move into the month of 
July, our focus in the vegetable 
garden changes from establishing 
our crops by means of sowing and 
planting, to caring for them as they grow, 
by ensuring they have both sufficient                 
moisture and space.  The moisture can be 
added by us when necessary, although             
following my last month's advice on coping 
with drought, I am pleased to say we have 
had quite regular rainfall.  We can help to 
provide developing edible crops with the 
space they need to thrive by firstly                  
removing all weeds that have set seed             
nearby, then by thinning the remaining 
young plants to the recommended spacing 
and this can vary from 4-6” for carrots, to 15
-18” for cabbage and summer broccoli.  It is 
worth noting that we can gain by leaving 
some seedlings closer together, e.g. carrots 
at 2” spacing, and we can remove alternate 
ones in a few weeks time, to be used as             
succulent, baby carrots.  We can also adjust 
spacing to suit our own needs and                      
preferences e.g. cabbages planted 18” apart 
will eventually produce considerably larger 
heads than those planted just 15” apart.  
Once we have weeded and thinned young 
crops, we can help them along by watering 
them, as this helps the soils to settle back 
around their roots, so they can grow on 
strongly. 

In July we may find ourselves very busy 
in the fruit garden as many of the soft fruits 
will be ready for picking, including                   
raspberries, blackcurrant, gooseberries and 
even some of the later fruiting varieties of 
summer strawberry.  This can be a very 
enjoyable, if time-consuming task, as we 
will inevitably feel the need to taste-test a 
few of the raspberries – just to be sure they 
are ripe!  There is a way of making the                 
harvesting of blackcurrants less back              
achingly strenuous and this is easily 
achieved by cutting off a few of the oldest 
and heaviest fruiting stems, taking them to 
the house and sitting at the kitchen table to 

pick the fruit. This is acceptable            
because we would normally remove 
a few of the oldest branches                 
anyway, directly after fruiting.   

    In the flower garden, July should 
be a time to stop, look and enjoy the 
fruits of our labours, the only tasks 

being to regularly dead-head flowering 
plants and, perhaps, apply a little water if 
we have particularly long dry spells. 

Nature Notes 
By David Fisher 

Moths are on the increase, 
with various types steadily 
on the move as warmer 
weather brings them out.  
A Pebble Prominent and a White Ermine 
have been found in the trap. Poplar Hawk 
moths are about in larger numbers than 
usual.  They’re always good to see. The 
warm spell has also brought out butterflies.  
It looks as though it is a bumper year for the 
Orange Tip Butterfly.   

I’ve seen a lacewing insect, green in               
colour, at the tip site in Low Bentham and 
I’m spotting more curlews and lapwings. 

Wild flowers are nearly at their best.  
Orchids will be out fairly soon.  Look out 
for them in the verges on Clapham Station 
Road to Slaidburn. 

A nest of Great Tits successfully left the 
nest and flew away.  The cat had caught one 
of the parent birds but the other remained 
and worked doubly hard to feed the chicks.  
I’m waiting to see if the Tits in the other 
bird box will fly away.  I also saw a Greater 
Spotted Woodpecker near Dent Beck.  
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High Bentham 
By Wendy Dowbiggin 
The ladies of High Bentham WI met in the 
Town Hall on the first Thursday of June. 
Unfortunately the speaker for the evening 
was indisposed and we 
were fortunate to have a 
replacement speaker in 
Anne Burrow, accompanied 
by her husband Peter. Anne 
gave an illustrated talk on 
the North West Air                    
Ambulance Service, which operates along 
the west side of Lancashire, Yorkshire and 
Cumbria. Anne and Peter have fund-raised 
for this service since the loss of their son. 
Anne gave an account of the Air                      
Ambulance’s operations and said that there 
were now 3 helicopters in service. These 
have to land in some very difficult areas 
and access to the injured can be very               
challenging. At the end of the evening the 
ladies gave a good donation to help such a 
needed service and which many of them 
had knowledge of. 

A member, Jill Noble, had taken part in 
the London Marathon and she gave a blow-
by-blow account of her day. It seems                
unbelievable that we in Bentham, with a 
population of just over 3,000, should see so 
many runners, thousands and thousands, 
running for such worthy causes. Jill’s            
sponsorship was for the Brain Tumour 
charity. It was a very good evening at the 
WI with lots of fellowship with the                  
members. The meeting on 6th July will be a 
talk given by the local Lady Cobbler and 
the competition will be for “a shoe related 
item”. Visitors are always welcome. 

Tatham Fells 
By Mary Taylor  
Margaret McIntosh, President of Tatham 
Fells Women’s Institute, welcomed                   
members and speaker Brenda Head to the 
meeting held in the Old School on 9th May. 
Brenda had stepped in as the scheduled 
speaker was unable to attend. She supports 
the Soap Box Charity and told about her 
visit to help at orphanages in Africa,              

illustrating her talk with                
photographs. Brenda had 
helped the younger orphans 
with crafts and taught the           
older people to knit. She had 
even helped to make bricks to 
build a chicken hut; she was thanked by 
Kath Coates. Winners of the competition for 
an heirloom were Louise Kitchen, Jenny 
Herd and Carole Thurnham. During             
business, members voted to support both 
resolutions which go forward to the final 
vote at the Annual             
Meeting in Liverpool on 
7th June; Alleviating 
Loneliness and Keeping 
Microplastic Fibres out 
of the Oceans. The Link 
Delegate from Tunstall 
WI is to be informed. The 
President spoke of future events and the 
evening concluded with refreshments pro-
vided by Ann Dawson and Kath Coates. 

Low Bentham 
By Pam Warbrick 

At our monthly meeting on May 18th 
Stacey Narey spoke about the health               
benefits of aloe vera.  With a history of 
4,000 years as a healing plant - actually a 
member of the lily family - it contains a jelly
-like core, which is processed for internal or 
external application in the treatment of a 
wide range of illnesses. Its juice enables 
nutrition to be absorbed very effectively, 
and Stacey was full of praise for the way 
her digestive troubles had been cured by its 
use. She had also been surprised to find 
that her skin, hair and nails had all taken on 
a healthy appearance since using aloe vera. 
Apparently joint pain and 
poor flexibility can also be 
remedied with its use. We 
were invited by Stacey to 
imbibe a small amount of it 
in liquid form - not                       
unpleasant, but not moreish 
either! Thanks to Stacey for introducing us 
to an alternative remedy for our afflictions. 
Her enthusiasm was heartening. 
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 Seven members attended Low Bentham 
Institute’s plant sale and cream tea after-
noon on May 14th.  Beautiful weather 
meant we could browse the stalls, relax in 
the lovely garden and enjoy the delicious 
cakes. A delightful social occasion. At the 
group rally at Ingleton on 19th May we 
were entertained by John Stirling, who 
unfolded the story of his life in the enter-
tainment industry from child actor to TV 
producer. The supper provided by                  
Ingleborough WI was, as usual, first-rate. 

Your memories by Leah 
Video/Photo Preservation, 

Editing and Filming Service 
Please get in touch to discuss your  
requirements 
leah@memorabeleah.co.uk 

015242 62939 or  
07884208950  
 
www.memorabeleah.co.uk 

 

Bentham Community Library  

Official Launch  

Saturday 15th July, 11am until 1pm 
 

Pioneer Projects, Looking Well Studios,  

King Street, Bentham 
                                         

Everyone is warmly invited to join us at the launch of the  

new library. There will be a chance to meet local authors,  

children’s activities, the launch of the summer reading challenge 

and refreshments.   

mailto:leah@memorabeleah.co.uk
http://www.memorabeleah.co.uk
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Western Front Tour 
May 2017 
By Allan and Marilyn Hartley 

As advertised in the Bentham News, 22 
local folk made the journey to the Western 
Front of Flanders in Belgium and the 
Somme in France, as did our local men of 
100 years ago who signed up to go and 
fight in the First World War. 

The focus of our tour was to find the 
graves and memorials of as many as                
possible of the Bentham men who didn’t 
come home. On the tour we had folk from 
Lancaster, Burnley and our neighbouring 
villages of Ingleton, Austwick and                   
Clapham. Our first stop was at Tyne Cot on 
the Belgium Ypres Salient, more familiar 
with the name of Passchendaele. Here we 
placed a wreath for the nine Bentham men 
who remain on the battlefield and who 
have no known grave. Thereafter we visited 
Colne Valley to find James William Bell, to 
the Field Hospitals at Mendinghem for             
Joseph Townend and Leonard Nelson, then 
across Messines for Charley Gordon Eccles 
who was shot down, to Vierstraat for David 
Nelson who left his home in Low Bentham 
to be killed at 16, then last to well groomed 
Railway Dugouts for Ernest Wilcock. In the 
evening most attended the memorial                  
service in Ypres at the Menin Gate, peering 
amongst the 38,000 names for Benthamers 
Albert Lister and John Thornber. In the 
morning we found Stephen Lawson at                
Bouchoir on the Somme in glorious Picardy 
sunshine. We stopped at Thiepval                   
Memorial to the Missing on the Somme 
looking for the names of Lancelot                    
Dowbiggin, Robert Carter, Edward Briscoe 
and others, but so many names among the 
72,000 and not enough time. To the Arras                 
memorial for Edwin Rawlinson Smith and 
Geoffrey Sedgewick, to the Vis En Artois 
Memorial for David Dixon and Edward 
Wearing, whose names are on wall panels 
and remain missing. To the superlative 
Cabaret Rouge for Richard Carr, to               
Erquinghem Lys for Stanhope Cole Bartley, 

the brother of the Vicar at St Margaret’s in 
those troubled times. And finally to the 
very austere German cemetery of Vladslo, 
pondering the graves of so many of                   
Germany’s finest young men at twenty 
names to the plot. 

1. Group photo at Tyne Cot, opposite, with 
Kim Barlow on the right holding the wreath. 

2. The wreath on the wreath stand at Tyne 
Cot, below at the Cross of Sacrifice and site of 
the German Command Blockhouse during the 
Passchendaele Offensive. 

3. Message on the wreath, above. 
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Bentham 1918 
By Allan Hartley 

With the death of Thomas Danson Edmund-
son marking the last death of 1917 [BN 368], 
Bentham folk could be forgiven in their 
hope that after two and a half years of war 
and 35 dead, 1918 would bring new hope, a 
swift victory and an end to this horrible 
war. But it was not to be. With 54 names on 
the Station Road memorial plaque, more 
names will be added in the lead up to the 
inevitable end of the war on 11 November 
1918. 

At the close of 1917, with the atrocious 
weather and conditions at Passchendaele 
and across the Somme, the war came to a 
staggering halt. In the east, the Russian Rev-
olution of April 1917 brought Russia to the 
point of collapse and they sued for peace 
with Germany.  Russia was effectively de-
feated and Germany and Austria now had 
the upper hand, with many more troops 
and armaments at their disposal to fight the 
British, French, Belgians and Italians. With 
America joining the war in April 1917, the 
German military knew it would take a good 
few months for them to mobilise before 
America could effectively join the war in 
Europe. The Germans planned a Spring 
offensive, the Kaiserschlacht, the                

Kaiser’s Battle, to start on 21st March 1918.  
The Germans had to win this offensive be-
fore America joined the war; should the 
offensive fail and with America in the war, 
the war for Germany would be lost.  

As we write over the next few months we 
can see the devastating effect this would 
have on Bentham. 

The British and Commonwealth Forces, 
along with the French, were outmanned by 
a better equipped German army. Field Mar-
shal Sir Douglas Haig commented that ‘our 
backs are truly against the wall. This is a 
fight we cannot and must not fail’. 

Bentham’s first casualty was John               
Dickinson.  See page 16. 
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Lest We Forget - 
John Dickinson1   
Words by Allan Hartley 
Research by Marilyn Hartley 
Sadly no photo. 
John was born in Burton in 
Lonsdale on 21 June 1897, the 
youngest of four sons2 of Wil-
liam3 and Elizabeth4 Dickinson, née Mash-
eter.  At the time of the 1901 census, John is 
three years old and the family home is giv-
en as the Sun Inn, Duke Street, Burton in 
Lonsdale. The 1911 census, when John is 13, 
shows the family have moved to Low Ben-
tham, residing at Stone Gate Cottage.  

John’s teenage years leading up to the 
war are sketchy but he is mentioned as 
working as a Porter for the Midland              
Railway Company at High Bentham             
Railway Station.  During this period his 
mother died and the family moved again to 
Albert Cottages, Low Bentham. 

Along with fellow Benthamer Albert 
Townley,5 ,  John enlisted for service in Lan-
caster on the 12 November 1915, into the 
Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment) 
17th Service Battalion as Private GS/66869.  
He was 18. 

We are not sure of John’s service record 
but he is reported to be on home leave in 
June 1917, then again in November 1917 
recovering from wounds to his right elbow. 
Recovered John is back at the Front in 
March 1918 for the build-up for Germany’s 
St Michael’s Spring Offensive. Aware of the 
heavy German troop movements, the Royal 
Fusiliers relieved the Kings Regiment on 
the 18 March to enter the Front Line at La 
Vacquerie to the north of the French city of 
Amiens.  A night raid was carried out by 18 
RF men, who entered the German trenches; 
close quarter combat took place, with 10 
Germans being killed and one RF man re-
ported missing. The raid was a success and 
the men were congratulated as many previ-
ous attempts had failed. Unfortunately, 
John was not there to enjoy the revelry. 

John was reported as the miss-
ing soldier and he remains 
missing, lost to the Somme 
Battlefield.    

Thereafter the trail goes cold. 
We don’t know where he is/
was buried and we presume 
that his name is recorded at 
Thiepval Memorial to the 
Missing on the Somme, 

though we have not been able to find it! 

John, is commemorated, we hope, at the 
Thiepval Memorial to the Missing on the 
Somme, all 72,000 of them, and his name is 
also on the war memorial plaque on Station 
Road, High Bentham, the memorial plaque 
at St John’s Church, Low Bentham, and on 
the Sunday School Roll of Honour at All 
Saints Church, Burton in Lonsdale. 

 

John is the 36th Bentham man to be 
killed.  He was 20.  

 

Notes 

1. Variously spelt Dickenson 

2. We don’t have the names or other infor-
mation about the other three sons but all fought 
in the War, one in France, one in Salonica and 
one in the Royal Navy.  As far as we are aware, 
all survived the war. 

3. William senior was from Meathop, but we 
don’t know what he did for a living and when 
he died. 

4. Elizabeth was from Beathwaite Green near 
Levens, but we don’t know her age or when she 
died.  

5. As far as we are aware, Albert Townley 
survived the war. 
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People’s Page 
Charity Thanks 
The Bentham Line Dancers have donated 
£100 to NW Air Ambulance, which is a 
vital service in this area. 

Our members are a very supportive 
group and although there aren’t so many 
of us we always have a good time on 
Thursday evenings at the Methodist 
Church, 7-9pm. 
Mrs Jenny Durrant 
 

Thank you to everyone who supported the 
Bentham Methodist Church Coffee 
Morning in the Town Hall on 3rd June. It 
raised the wonderful sum of £560 for 
church funds. 
Many thanks, Anne Millar 
 

Bentham Area Refugee Support Group’s 
latest project was to hold a Coffee 
Morning to support the Red Cross in 
their appeal for funds to help them care 
for over 100,000 refugees currently in 
European refugee camps who are unlikely 
to find proper homes for the coming           
autumn and winter. 

Thanks so very much to the many            
people who volunteered to help, to make 
cakes, to give prizes and to run stalls. 
Thanks not least to all the people who 
came and enjoyed the Coffee Morning 
and who spent generously and made dona-
tions. We raised no less than £819.32.  
Elza Sayer 
 

Christian Aid Week, 2017 
A big thank you to you all! Thanks             
especially to my fellow organiser,             
Dorothy Stubbs, treasurer Richard 
Whitfield, tellers Chris & Dave Lewis and 
to all who delivered envelopes, and those 
who collected as well, to the drop-off 
points, Bentham Post Office, Barwise’s 
Bakery and Mark the Butcher. 

We raised (2016 figures in brackets) 
£912.50 in Bentham (£1,311.29 - this 
included a single donation of £400); £180 
in Lowgill (£35.21). 
Well done everyone, Timothy Fox. 
 

Low Bentham Victoria Institute                 
Committee would like to thank you for 
your help and support in raising £349 
from the recent Plant Sale and £212 
from the Vintage Tea Party. All proceeds 
go to the Institute. 
Thanks, Diane and Kay 
 

Personal Thanks 
HAYTON (Henry) 

Margaret and family wish to thank                
everyone  for your cards and sympathy on 
Henry’s death. Also many thanks to Jim              
(B&W Funeral Directors) for his help and 
kindness and Mabel for a lovely service. 
 

Notices 
Victoria Institute Garden Open Sunday 
16th July, 10-5pm. Refreshments served, 
Parking at the rear 1st left after the Institute. 
Proceeds in aid of NSPCC Open Garden 
Day! 
 
 

 

 

Octameron at Bentham Parish Church on 
Saturday 29th July at 7.30pm. St Johns is 
delighted to host another concert given by 
the popular and acclaimed singing group, 
OCTAMERON. 
     We look forward to a varied and                
entertaining concert from eight excellent 
singers singing in harmony together. Their 
repertoire includes songs from all ages and 
styles - madrigals, modern classics,, songs 
from musicals etc, etc. 
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The ticket price of £8 includes cheese and 
wine or soft drinks with all proceeds going 
to the Church Extension Appeal. 

Please join us for a delightful evening. 
 

 

Annual Street Fair, Low Bentham, Monday 
28th August. It’s been a lovely community 
event for a lot of years and we want to keep 
it alive for our local residents but we are a 
very small committee and find it hard work. 
If you do have time to spare, we would be 
most grateful...placing signage/flags around 
the village, setting up on the day, helping or 
booking a stall or in the kitchen, collecting 
raffle & tombola prizes. If you have any 
interesting ideas for the event, we would be 
happy to hear from you. Tel: Diane 63162 
or Kay 61977. 
 

Busy Bodies Pre-school, Melling would 
like to thank all the following for their             
generous raffle prize donations: 

Greenhall Riding Centre, Bentham;             
Bentham Golf Club; Rev Anne Russell; Well 
Chemist, Bentham; Armstrong’s Builders 
Merchants; Temptations, Bentham; Co-op, 
Bentham; Pigtails, Bentham; Bentham 
Butchers; Emma’s Hair & Beauty, Bentham; 
The Barber’s Shop, Bentham; B&CE              
Armstrong, Bentham; Total Wellbeing,           
Bentham; Cornvale, Melling; Hornby Tea 
Rooms; Hornby Butchers; Pretty Pinkies, 
Kirkby Lonsdale; Plato’s, Kirkby Lonsdale; 
Abrahams, Kirkby Lonsdale; Trungs,               
Bolton le Sands; Kitty Brown, Carnforth; 
Sarah Rycroft, Wennington.                                              

Thank you for your support. 
 

Your Letters 
Dear Bentham News 

Your photograph on the back cover of the 
BN June edition brought back memories of 
days as a boarder at BGS (Bentham Gram-
mar School)! In the late 50s   I was a boarder 
at Bridge House, Low            Bentham, 
where Mr and Mrs Lonsdale were the house 
master/mistress. We were the                
youngest boarders and it was rather like 

staying in someone’s 
house (it was the             
Lonsdale’s family home) 
but there was a lot more 
things to be done – bed-
making, room inspections homework etc. 
However, on nice summer evenings we 
were taken to the Weirs in your photograph, 
where we swam in and around the Weirs. 
We were                 obviously supervised but 
I remember it was great fun. 

After a year or two, as we grew older, we 
were moved to the main school where the 
older boys boarded. A much stricter regime. 
Here the boys were allowed to swim in the 
river below The Punch Bowl Hotel at the 
back of the school. Here there was quite a 
large pool with what I assume was an efflu-
ent outlet from the Silk Mill, which had 
murky water, still quite warm, running into 
the pool. In this day and age      I am sure 
under Health and Safety                    regula-
tions this would not be allowed,           how-
ever no one seemed to be poisoned or 
drowned and there were always trout to be 
fished as well. 

I left BGS in 1965 but my sister and                
brother, Sarah and Paul, continued for            
another 4 or 5 years at about the same time 
that a swimming pool was being organised.              
Those were the days! 

Yours truly,  

Jonathan A Bradbury, Newby, Clapham 
 
Dear Bentham News 

I write (again) in reply to last month’s letter 
from your anonymous climate-change              
correspondent, whom I shall refer to as           
Mr. T (though he may be a she) to save ink, 
and in honour of American Independence 
Day this month. 

   Whilst I cannot fault Mr. T’s skills as a 
creative writer, I ask him to re-examine his 
belief that the global warming occurring 
now doesn’t matter because the climate of 
the earth has been constantly changing 
throughout its existence. Every                
reputable climate scientist believes that the 
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rapid global warming we are experiencing 
today is largely due to man-made green-
house gas emissions, and that we need to 
reduce those emissions quickly to avoid 
catastrophic consequences for humanity 
and for all life. 

Does Mr. T seriously think that none of 
those scientists is aware of the geological 
evidence he cites? Or that they have all            
deliberately ignored it? If they had not             
allowed for it in their climate modelling, 
would they be advising with such                    
confidence that rich nations must do                
something as difficult as abandoning the 
fossil fuels that made them rich? 

Mr. T may relish the prospect of                   
vineyards in Bentham, but the climate 
change that would make it possible would 
also make deserts of productive land               
elsewhere, and flood low-lying coasts. The 
people of those lands would not                      
conveniently vanish; they would set off in 
their flimsy boats, and seek new homes. 
Let’s hope that the Wenning Valley                   
wine-growing region will be eager to           
employ some of them in its wineries, and to 
house them in its towns and villages. 

Yours sincerely, 

Richard Wilson, Tatham 

 

Dear Bentham News 

Your anonymous correspondent asks, 
“What is so bad about global warming?”  

He is quite correct in stating that over               
geological time the earth has undergone 
huge changes in climate.  Even in the more 
recent past,  Greenland ice cores record that 
during the last glacial stage the                       
temperature there alternately warmed and 
cooled several times by more than 10ºC.  
Each episode took just a few decades to 
develop and lasted for a few hundred 
years.  

Life on Earth survived all these changes, 
though extinctions and major redistribution 
of species were usually associated with 
them.  What is more worrying is the level of 
carbon dioxide in the earth's atmosphere, 

which most climate scientists agree is the 
main cause of the current global warming. 
The graph below (from NASA Climate 
Change) shows that it has risen                       
significantly in the last 100 years, and is 
now at an unprecedented level. 

 

When the human population was small 
and nomadic, a rise in sea level of a few 
metres or the desertification of an area               
formerly used for growing crops would 
have had very little effect on man.  With the 
current and growing global population, 
much of which is concentrated in coastal 
cities, such a rise in sea level or decrease in 
precipitation leading to drought could lead 

to human migration on an unprecedented 
scale. 

Far from the beneficial effects of global 
warming which your correspondent               
envisages.   

Yours sincerely, 

Anne Wilson, Tatham 

 

 

 

Editors’ note: this correspondence is now 

closed unless a new subject is raised. 
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Police News 
Hello again from PC 830 Babs Parsons. I'm the           
dedicated Neighbourhood Officer covering the                
Bentham and Ingleton area and this is my latest 
police report to keep you updated about what is          
going on in and around Bentham. 

   

 

Recent Crimes in Bentham: 

Between 13/05/17 - 16/05/17 The Bentham Chippie was broken into and £1,240 was stolen 
from a safe. Also during May there was a spate of criminal damage on the footpath along 
the River Wenning near Staggarth Farm. Dry stone walls were repeatedly knocked down 
and a kissing gate was ripped off. 2 male youths have been dealt with by Community 
Resolution Disposals. Between 12/05/17-14/05/17 a wall on Ellergill Lane was damaged 
by knocking off 5 large top-stones. Several youths have been spoken to and 2 male 
youths have been dealt with by Community Resolution Disposals. Between 28/05/17 - 
29/05/17 a black wrought iron garden gate with swirls on the top was stolen from Duke 
Street, High Bentham. At approximately 20:00hrs on 01/06/17 a 'Vote Conservative' sign 
was stolen from a garden of a house on Low Bentham Road. And at approximately 
22:00hrs on 05/06/17 three males were disturbed trying to break into Bentham Auction 
Mart by cutting off a padlock with bolt croppers. 

 

Appeal To Farming Community: Over the past 12 months there has been a large                
number of break-ins at Agriculture Supply Stores in North Yorkshire, Lancashire and 
Cumbria. These include Eden Farm Supplies and Carrs Billington at sites in High               
Bentham, Settle, Skipton, Kendal and Gisburn. Tens of thousands of pounds worth of 
Animal Health Products (vaccinations/medicines/feeds) have been stolen. We believe 
that these offences are linked and the offender(s) must have an outlet for these products 
so we are appealing to members of the farming community to report anything suspicious 
to us. 

 

Appeal For Witnesses To A Fatal Road Traffic Collision: We are appealing for                   
witnesses following a fatal road traffic collision on the A65 at the junction with the B6480 
at Buckhaw Brow, Settle. The collision took place at approximately 15.45hrs on Friday 
02/06/17. It involved two vehicles, a blue Volkswagen Tiguan which was towing a small 
single axle trailer and a green Skoda Yeti. A 74-year-old man from the Ingleton area, the 
driver of the Tiguan, was taken by land ambulance to Airedale Hospital but sadly passed 
away a short time later. We are keen to speak with anyone who witnessed the incident or 
saw either the Volkswagen or the Skoda prior to the collision. 

Contact Information: 

1 Ring 999 in emergency or to report a crime in progress 

2 Ring 101 to report incidents or provide information 

3 Ring Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111 if you want to remain anonymous 

4 E-mail barbara.parsons@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 

5 E-mail SNACraven@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk   
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June’s Town Council   

By Lin Barrington 

Councillors in attendance were: Handford, 
Stannard, Adams, Swales, Pritchard, 
Bridgeman and Faraday. Cllr. Townson 
dashed hotfoot from the train about 40 
minutes after the start of the meeting. 

District Cllr. Thompson attended, District 
Cllr. Brockbank arrived later after having 
attending a Spatial Planning (Local Plan) 
meeting in Skipton. 

5 members of the public were in 
attendance.  

 

Flagpole 
Under the Public Participation item, the first 
topic for discussion, Clifford Bentham and 
the landlord of the Coach House brought up 
the subject of the flagpole at the Town Hall.    
Clifford, who for a number of years took 
care of repairs and ‘odd jobs’ for the Town 
Council, had been disappointed that no flag 
was displayed after the recent terrible 
events in Manchester and London, and had 
gone up himself to raise a flag at half mast. 
There had been confusion because the Town 
Council had asked the Fire Brigade if they 
would help out and as a result Clifford’s 
flag had been taken down.  All ended well, 
because Clifford has now offered to take 
care of putting the flag up when 
appropriate, and the Council accepted his 
kind offer subject to checking on insurance 
etc. 
 

Police Report 
PC Barbara Parsons gave her report.  There 
were 45 incidents in May, including 1 road 
traffic incident, 4 missing persons, and a 
burglary at the fish and chip shop.  Two 
youths were being dealt with regarding 
damage to the footpath to Shaky Bridge and 
to some topstones on a wall in Low 
Bentham.  Cllr Adams drew the PC’s 
attention to a problem of littering and mess 
at School Hill on Wednesday evenings, 
which had been mentioned by local 
residents. 

District Councillor Report 
Cllr. Thompson had enquired about the 
availability of recycling pods for people 
without the space to house the normal blue 
bin.  He asked Cllrs. and members of the 
public to tell him if they hear of cases where 
residents would like to have recycling pods 
because of lack of space. (Although he 
hadn’t seen the pods, Cllr. Thompson 
thought they would be like storage boxes.) 

Cllr. Thompson said plastic type 1 and 2 
bottles and containers could be put in the 
blue bins.  He had asked if recycling could 
be extended to include all types of plastic, 
but said ‘don’t hold your breath’. 

 

High Bentham Playing Field  
Cllr. Townson reported on a meeting of the 
committee. There is enough money in the 
coffers for one year, but then support will 
be needed.  The field is leased from Angus 
Fire, the lease runs until 2028.  Cllrs. agreed 
they wanted to support the Playing Field as 
much as possible, but that the committee 
should first come up with a costed plan and 
then make a specific request to the Council. 

  

Snags at the Primary School 
Cllr. Stannard represents the Town Council 
as a school Governor.  It seems that there 
are still 40 items on the ‘snagging’ list for 
the new school building, and in spite of 
continual attempts to sort this out, the list 
isn’t getting shorter, which is causing much 
frustration.    
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Hair Studio              

              Cath Blackwell, 

                 Homeleigh, 

       Fourlands, 

                 Bentham, 

                LA2 7EX 
 

   Tel: 015242 62510 

   Mob: 07796 148900 

 

 

 

French Twinned Town 
To Visit In May 2018 

By Margaret Cowling 

Next May our Twinning Group will be         
welcoming French friends from La 
Chapelle des Marais in the south of                      
Brittany, a lovely region with a fabulous 
coastline, to Bentham and Ingleton. They 
will arrive on Wednesday May 9th and 
depart on Sunday May 13th.  

    Their first two days will be spent on            
excursions on their own coach, which will 
be organised and led by our twinning                
committee. On the Friday evening we'll 
have a Ceilidh and a buffet meal and on 
the Saturday we’ll offer a  variety of               
activities. Last time the Beetle Drive 
proved popular and lots of fun and the 
visit to Yordas Cave in Kingsdale was a 
big hit! On the last evening, we usually 
have a short, light-hearted event, as our 
French friends will depart early on the 
Sunday morning. 

Ingleton and District Twinning Group 
was formed in 1993 and since then there 
have been numerous visits between France 
and England in both directions and many 
friendships have been made. Our French 
friends love coming to Yorkshire and we 
always have a lovely time together. 

We fund everything for our visitors on 
their visit and they stay with host families.            
If you feel you would like to be hosts next 
year we will be very happy to talk to you 
about what’s involved. Please contact               
either Margaret Cowling on 63175 or Janet                 
Plummer on 61704. 
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Great News For Older 
And Disabled People 

By Keith Hartley 

Members of Bentham's Elderly Care Group 
were recently invited to meet again with 
senior members of NYCC's management 
team for an update on the provision of an 
Extra Care Housing unit in Bentham. Half 
expecting another "possibly, but not at the 
moment" report, we were rather more than 
delighted to find that during the past few 
months things have moved on at such a 
pace that 'possibly' has now become 
'probably.'  

But not only did they give us this terrific 
news, they were also accompanied by the 
Construction Manager from Housing and 
Care 21, the not-for-profit organisation that 
has built and is running Extra Care                    
Housing schemes across the county 
(including Limestone View in Settle).  
H&C21 have emerged as NYCC's preferred 
provider. Now aware of the level of need in 
the area, they have wasted no time in             
drawing up proposals for a new purpose-
built housing and care scheme on the site of 
the old primary school in Bentham. It's            
exact size and format are subject to                
planning consent, and the proposals will 
only be submitted after a period of                    
consultation with Bentham people, but 
from what we were told it would seem that 
it will potentially meet the care needs of the 
town's vulnerable adult population for the 
foreseeable future - and beyond. 

What we do know for certain at this 
stage is that the scheme will contain a mix 
of one and two-bedroom apartments and 
bungalows and there will be opportunities 
to purchase, share ownership (with                   
Housing and Care 21) or rent the units 
within the scheme, a substantial proportion 
of which will be classed as ‘affordable           
housing.’ All units will be offered primarily 
to local people over 55 years of age. 

An estimated timescale for the                          

development currently envisages that work 
on the site will start in Spring 2018 and will 
be completed in Summer/Autumn 2019. Of 
course these times are subject to the                
vagaries of the bureaucratic process, but are 
believed to be realistic at this stage of the 
project. 

Two dates to watch out for; firstly, a           
public consultation meeting where Housing 
and Care 21 will lay out their planning             
proposals for the new building, and then a 
presentation open day where Housing and 
Care 21 will reveal their finalised and            
approved plans for the Bentham scheme. 
Both dates are yet to be determined.  There 
will also be an opportunity for people to 
comment on the proposals via the Planning 
Portal on the Craven District Council              
website. 

We do believe that given its                            
circumstances Bentham has had to wait an 
unfortunate and unnecessary length of time 
for this provision to come about. Having 
said that, we feel confident that from the 
information we’ve received to date, our 
town’s Extra Care Housing unit will be well 
worth waiting for. 

I sincerely hope that a photograph of 
work in progress will accompany my next 
article on this subject! 
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 Planning Issues 
The Cllrs had no objection to any of the New Applications which related to: 
• A proposed garage at The Red House, Gas House Lane 
• A double garage and single storey extension at Little Ellergill Cottage 
• Conversion of underground reservoir to dwelling at Millers Green, Mewith Lane 
• Single storey rear extension at 10 Wenning Avenue 
• Passive house (ultra low energy) off Mill Lane, Low Bentham  
Planning Permission has been Granted for: 
• Demolition of Low Bentham Primary School and provision of 5 dwellings  
• Change of use to café and bistro at 26 Main Street, High Bentham 
 

General Election Results—8th June 2017 
In this constituency there was a 74.4% turnout, slightly higher than the national average, 
and Julian Smith (Conservative) held the seat with a majority of 19,985. 

 

 

Julian Smith Conservative 36,425 62.7% 

Alan Woodhead Labour 16,440 28.3% 

Andy Brown Green 3,734 6.4% 

Jack Render Yorkshire 1,539 2.6% 



  25  

 

Craven Concerns 
By District Councillor Linda Brockbank 

E-mail: Cllr.LBrockbank@Cravendc.gov.uk 
Tel: 015242-61598 

Local Plan:  

The Craven Local Plan will provide a spatial 
strategy, development policies and land 
allocations for housing, green spaces and 
employment in Craven, setting out the             
minimum numbers of houses to be built in 
each area. At the time of writing a Pre-
Publication Draft Craven Local Plan was 
due to go out for consultation in June 2017 
and will be available to view and comment 
on the Craven District Council website. The 
preparation of the new Local Plan has been 
delayed slightly because of the need for the 
council to complete two important                    
documents, the Whole Plan Viability Assess-
ment and Highway Modelling for Skipton. 
It is anticipated that the publication version 
of the Local Plan will be presented to the 
Full Council by the end of September 2017 
and submitted to the Secretary of State by 
early December 2017. 

Does Your Organisation Need Funds? 
Ward Member Grants Scheme Could Help: 

The Ward Member Grants Scheme allows 
community groups to apply to their local 
councillors for cash to provide community 
run events, services and facilities. Each 
ward councillor has a maximum of £1,000 to 
give out to local organisations. If your              
organisation would like to apply for a grant 

please contact either Cllr Ian Thompson or 
me as we have £1,000 each to allocate in the 
Bentham and Burton-in-Lonsdale area. You 
can find out more about the scheme on the 
Craven District Council website. No matter 
how small your organisation, you can still 
apply and you don't have to be a registered 
charity. In fact the scheme is aimed at               
organisations that are unable to qualify for 
grants from larger funding bodies. 
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Events in July 
Town Hall Codes: TB Ballroom LH Lower 
Hall WR Wenningdale Room  Others:  

PP Pioneer Projects LW Looking Well 

  
Sat 8th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, 
         FoBL coffee morning. TB. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Book swap. And every 2nd Sat. 
Mon 10th PP, Lairgill Car Park, meet 
 9.20am, Walks for Women. And 
 every Mon. 
 PP, Looking Well, 10.15am-12.15pm, 
 Making Art for those with Memory 
 Loss. Tel. 62672 for details. And 17th 
 & 24th. 
 Town Hall, 1-3pm, N Y Horizons. 
 And every Mon. WR.  
 7-8pm, TNT Fitness,  Boxercise. And 
 every Mon. TB.  
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Office Open. And every Mon not 
 bank holidays 
 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Mon. Not bank 
 holidays. 
 3.45-6pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Mon in term time. 
 6.15-7.45pm Tai Chi. And every Mon. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 10-11:30am, 
 Toddle-In for parents and carers with 
 children 0-4.  And every Mon. except 
 bank holidays. £1 per family. 
 6.15-7.30pm, Springboard for 
 children aged 7-11 years.  And every 
 Mon. in term time.  40p per session. 
Tues 11th PP, Looking Well, 10.30am, 
 Looking Well Tuesday Café and Art 
 Activities. Community Lunch at 
 1pm with Soup. And every Tues. 
 Creative Writers Group, 11.30-1pm. 
 And every Tues. 
 Town Hall, 9-10am, Mature Movers.  
 And 18th then finished for Summer. 
 LH.  
 10am-12noon, Craft Club. And 
 every Tues. WR. 
 10.15-11.45am, Contemporary Ballet 
 And 18th then finished for 
 Summer. LH.  
 6.30-9pm, Slimming World. And 

 every Tues. LH. 
 7-8pm, Aerobics. And every Tues TB. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Office 
 Open. And every Tues. 
 3.45-8.30pm, Helen Howard School 
 of  Dance.  And every Tues term time 
 Hornby Inst., 1.30-3.30pm, Singing 
 Group. And 25th. 
Wed 12th PP, Looking Well, 2-4pm, Art for 
 All Art Group. And every Wed. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon. Post 
 Office Services. And every Wed. 
 11.30am-2.15pm, Community Link 
 Café. And every Wed. 
 3.45-8.30pm, Helen Howard School 
 of Dance. And every Wed term time 
 Methodist Church, 10-11.30am, 
 Coffee  Morning. Donations to 
 local charities. And every Wed.  
 Methodist Church Hall, 9.30-
 10.30am, Pilates with Sally Horn. 
 And every Wed in term time. 
 Ingleborough Community Centre, 
 10am-12noon.  CAB. And 26th. 

BENTHAM NEWS DEADLINE 
Thurs 13th PP, Looking Well, 1-4pm 
 Art Shed. Community Art. And 
 20th. 
 Town Hall, 9.30-10.30am, Pilates. 
 And 20th then finished for Summer 
 LH. 
 7-8pm, TNT Fitness, Boxercise.  And 
 every Thurs.  TB 
 am-3pm, Lancaster & Morecambe 
 Rail partnership, LH 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon, 
 Bat’N’Chat.  And every Thurs. 
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance.  And every Thurs. term time 
 Methodist Church Hall, 
 Welcome-In. Dominoes and tea for 
 all ages, for transport contact 
 Anthony 63156. And 27th. 
 Clapham Village Hall, 9-10.30am, 
 Tai Chi Qigong. And every Thurs. 
Fri 14th PP, Looking Well, 10.30am-1pm, 
 Art Skills Development for details  
 tel 62672. And every Fri. 
 Town Hall, 5.30-6.30pm, Sally Reid, 
 LH. And every Fri. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Post 



  27  

 

 Office Services. And every Fri. 
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Summer Party. 
Sat 15th Town Hall, 10am-12noon,  Tatham 
 Village Soc. Coffee Morning  
 PP, Looking Well Studios, King 
 Street, Bentham 11am-1pm, 
 Bentham Community Library 
 Official Launch.  See page 13. 
 Footpath, Roeburndale,  8 miles,  
 Vicky & Graham Cooper, 62535 see 
 page  36. 
Sun 16th Victoria Inst., 10am-5pm, Garden 
 Open. Refreshments, parking at rear 
 1st left after Inst., Proceeds in aid of 
 NSPCC Open Garden Day 
Thurs 20th Bentham Primary School, 
 7pm, Low Bentham WI. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm, 
 Knit and Natter.  Knitting group for 
 any ability, Methodist Church, help 
 available.  
 Hornby Inst., 7-9pm Evening 
 Singing Group. £4 incl. refreshments. 
 Pat Seber 21449.  
 Footpath, Ribble Way,  10 miles,  
 Kate Rowe, 51402 see page  36. 
Fri 21st Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, 
  Age Concern. Adult Colouring with  
 Mary Hartley. 
 Hornby Inst., 7.30 for 8pm, Summer 
 Time Jazz in Hornby see page 31. 
Sat 22nd No Coffee Morning booked at 
 time of print 
 Clapham Village, 9.30-4pm, 
 Bentham  Pet Rescue, Stall at 
 Clapham Street Fair. 
Fri 28th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, 
 Age Concern. Foot Care with Marie 
 Rooke. 

 BENTHAM NEWS PUBLISHED 
Sat 29th  Town Hall, 10am-12noon,  
 PSPA Coffee Morning. TB. 
 Ingleborough Community Centre, 
 2pm, Age Concern Jumble Sale 
 Bentham Parish Church, 7.30pm, 
 Octameron singing group concert 
 See page 18. 
Sun 30th Footpath, Clapham/Crummock,   
 9 miles, George Sheridan & Finn,  
 07905 069990 see page  36. 

Bentham News now has 32               

pages of colour in which we can 

print colour photographs by 

local people of local events. So 

don’t forget to send them in and 

let us know what your club, 

team, or group is doing! Please 

email your stories and                     

information to: 

 info@thebenthamnews.co.uk 

When sending photos  
to Bentham News  

please send the  
biggest resolution  

photo you can.  

Ideally at a resolution  
of 300 pixels/inch 

Audio Bentham News 

Do you have trouble reading the BN? 

We provide a FREE Audio CD service 

for those who have difficulty with the 

written word. Just call 015242 61515 

or email info@thebenthamnews with 

your name and address. 

Fancy A Flyer? 
Send your flyer hand delivered to  

Bentham residents in the BN for impact  
advertising. We also deliver to central  
points in outlying villages and towns. 

 
A5 or folded A4 flyer inserts.   

£150 commercial and £75 charity. 
 

Email info@thebenthamnews.co.uk or 
ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 
01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

 

MEL BOOTH 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

07825749631 
 

GENERAL HANDYMAN,  
GARDEN MAINTENANCE,   

GREAT RATES. 

 

       Settle Chimney  
        Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  

Sweeping Service 
Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls,  
Carbon Monoxide Detectors 

Supplied & Fitted. 
National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683 - 
Mob. 07815 285321  

Learn to Drive with  

Sally Moore 
 

Your local, friendly  

Instructor 
 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 

NSPCC Thanks And 
Open Gardens Event 
By Susan Adams 

Firstly we need to say THANK YOU to all 
who donated so generously to our recent 
House-to-House collection. The total raised 
was £1,692. We were invited once again to 
provide refreshments for the Open Garden 
at Clearbeck House over the May bank        
holiday and, although Monday’s weather 
was inclement, the total raised over the two 
days was £536.  

Open Gardens On Sunday July 16th 

We are again holding our Open Garden 
event. This has proved very popular in the 
past and we hope that once again we are 
offering a variety of gardens in the Bentham 
area for folks to look around. Some are old 
favourites and one or two will be new sur-
prises. Gardens will be open between 10am 
and 5pm. with the exception of one garden 
which will open at midday – see                          
programme for details of this and all the 
other participating gardens. Tickets/
Programmes (with the garden details) cost-
ing £2.50 will be available at most                  
participating gardens on the day. They can 
also be bought in advance from Barwise’s 
Bakery, Armstrongs and Flowerfields all in 
Main Street, or at the Tourist Information 
Office in the Town Hall. They will allow 
entry to all of the gardens and refreshments 
will be available at some of the gardens. 
Thank you in advance to all those                  
gardeners who have agreed to share their 
gardens with us and we hope for a fine day. 

Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 
Mob: 07768 571407 

 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 



  29  

 

North Craven Discovery 
Cafe - Working Towards   
Happier, Healthier Lives 
Locally 
By Anne Preston 
This event was organised by the Integrated 
Care Community and took place at                   
Bentham Golf Club on the 7th June. The 
cafe hosted between 45 and 50                          
representatives from local voluntary                 
organisations and professionals from 
health, education and support services 
from the catchment area of the Bentham 
Medical Practice, which covers Bentham, 
Ingleton and Burton.  

One of the aims was to identify the huge 
variety of resources we have locally, which 
enrich our community and help to keep 
our population happy, healthy, active and 
connecting with one another. The cafe 
helped raise awareness of what is available 
locally in the public, private and voluntary 
sectors amongst all those who attended. 
The meeting successfully helped forge 
bonds and relationships between the three                         
communities which often operate in                  
isolation from each other. The event was 
organised in such a way that there was 
maximum opportunity for everyone to 
meet and speak to each other and this in 
itself was very fruitful, and much useful 
information was shared. 

The key goal was to try and find out 
how all these contributors could improve 
their effectiveness in the community, and 
what gaps people felt there are which need                
filling. I attended as a representative of           
Bentham News (which was praised as a 
great asset to Bentham!). I can only go by 
what I heard cropping up again and again; 
a need for local, effective public transport 
links, which affect both work and leisure 
opportunities; a need for support for 
young people with mental health                       
problems; a need for support for young 
people in general and a need for leisure 

opportunities for them (this links in with 
the transport issue, as teenagers without a 
parent to drive them cannot access               
amenities in Settle, Lancaster, Burton or 
Ingleton). Drug, alcohol and crime                 
problems can stem from these gaps in                      
provision, to the detriment both of our 
community and to the public purse. 

Another topic that arose constantly was 
the difficulty in finding new volunteers. 
Young mums all work these days and 
many grandparents are involved in caring 
for grandchildren, so the pool of volunteers 
shrinks whilst the demand grows ever-
more pressing in the current climate of 
austerity and cuts.  What to do....? 

The meeting resulted in a working party 
of ten undertaking to collate all the notes           
taken of the discussions that took place. A 
clear breakdown of the outcomes will be 
published in the not too distant future and 
we'll let you know the results when they 
become available. 



30  

 

 
All joinery work  

Undertaken 
 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 
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News From Our Neighbours 
Summertime Jazz In Hornby 

By Sam Ashton 

On Friday 21st July Chris Coull will be back 
and the gig will include our `Young                 
Musician` feature which will include Chris 
Coull`s teenage son Davy Coull on piano and 
bass player Rob Steels’ younger son Joe Steels 
on guitar. 

Usual venue, Hornby Village Institute, 
Main Street, (A683) Hornby, Lancaster. Doors 
& bar open at 7.30pm, music from 8pm. Tick-
ets £10, on the door or ring 015242 22227. 

Singing In Hornby 

By Pat Seber 

The Singing Groups continue as usual in the 
month of July in Hornby Institute: 

Evening group meet on the 1st and 3rd                
Tuesday  (4th and 18th ) at 7.00pm.  

Afternoon Group at 1.30pm on the 2nd and 
4th Tuesdays which are the 11th and 25th.  
No meetings in August.  

Do come and join us as we prepare for             
another concert. 

Advance notice:  Three Choir Concert    

Hornby Singers with Gathered Voices and 
Maelstrom (an all male choir) will present a 
programme of music, Saturday the 16th            
September at Hornby Institute, Main Street 
Hornby. Bar open 7.00pm concert starts 
7.30pm.  

Tickets £7.00, all proceeds to Hornby 
Swimming Pool Fund. 

A Celebration of Simon and Garfunkel 

By Derek 

If you missed the celebration of Simon and 
Garfunkel’s music by Tim Chu and Ian Bailey 
then you missed a fantastic show.  They sang  
to a packed house who enjoyed every minute 
from beginning to end with a  mixture of 
anecdotes and loud and quiet musical pieces.  

The Bridge over Troubled Waters                
- `dedicated to the fight of love against hate - 
Tim and Ian did not imitate the classical Paul 
Simon and Art Garfunkel sound but brought 
its unique texture into our hearts and                
emotions. The Sound of Silence,                         
Mrs Robinson, Homeward Bound,                   
Scarborough Fair, Graceland and many              

others, took us to another place, a place of 
celebration of love, life and the 1960s. 

We look forward to their return to the 
Hornby Institute on June 8th next year so put 
it in your diary now. 

Jeeves & Murder  

By Carol Webster 

Jeeves & Murder Criminal Cabaret Dinner 
Show, Friday 4 August at the Hornby            
Institute, 7pm for 7.30pm prompt. Tickets - 
£25 pp available from the Institute (from 
10am-12noon). Tel: 015242 22227 (deadline 24 
July 2017).  

What Ho, chaps! Looks like there’s a bally 
killer on the loose and it’s up to you to solve 
the crime. Afternoon tea and croquet on the 
lawn just won’t be the same until this rotten 
killer is locked away. So get those grey cells 
beavering away and you’ll have it cracked in 
no time, By Jeeves!  

This will be presented over a three course 
meal. The Criminal Cabaret shows are an 
evening of comedy and murder as the             
mystery comes to life around you. Scenes of 
evidence are presented between your courses 
and the suspects mingle amongst you to be 
questioned whilst you eat as you try and 
discover which of these larger than life             
characters committed the deadly deed. You 
are guided along on your investigation by the 
all-seeing, all knowing Inspector who hosts 
the night, hands out handy hints and clues 
and eventually reveals the solution to the 
mystery and rewards those who are the           
superest of sleuths. 

For further details please ring                         
Carol Webster on 07745342600. This is a show 
NOT to be missed! 

 

Fancy A Flyer? 
Send your flyer hand delivered to  

Bentham residents in the BN for impact  
advertising. We also deliver to central  
points in outlying villages and towns. 

 
A5 or folded A4 flyer inserts.   

£150 commercial and £75 charity. 
 

Email info@thebenthamnews.co.uk or 
ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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Bentham Community 
Primary School 
By Mrs C Pearson, Headteacher 

Firstly, I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all those families, members of the 
community and local businesses for their 
support with the school’s Wildlife Project.  
The area is looking absolutely fabulous, 
and already the school’s Gardening Club 
are busy initiating planting projects and 
schemes.  We are now able to offer Forest 
School sessions based in our Wildlife             
Garden.  As you can imagine, this is a very 
exciting development within our                       
curriculum.   

The Summer Term has, so far, been as 
busy as ever, with children taking part in 
Victorian Days, fundraising events for            
Martin House Children’s Hospice,                  
McMillan’s Get Up and Dance, class                
photographs, Walk to School week,                  
swimming lessons, music lessons, First Aid 
training and much more – the list really is 
endless! 

As you may have seen in the local press, 
we are extremely proud to be in a position 
to announce that our School Nutrition            
Action Group (SNAG), have recently 
achieved the Bronze Award status in the 
Soil Association’s Food for Life project.  
This is an initiative that promotes healthy 
eating within school, as well as                         
incorporating cooking and growing within 
the curriculum.  Also this month, the 
school’s Eco Group have met many               
demanding criteria and been awarded with 
a Silver Eco Award.  Well done to all our 
children, and thank you to all those                   
members of staff who have supported these 
projects.  

On Wednesday 14th June 2017 all the 
children in Key Stage 2 were given the             
opportunity to take part in a visit to The 
Great Yorkshire Showground and                     
participate in a Countryside Day event.  
This is an annual event which attracts over 
4,000 school children from across                      
Yorkshire.  The day helps promote many 

aspects of life in a rural community,                  
including farm animals, rural crafts, arable 
crops, bread making, birds of prey, pond 
dipping, willow weaving and much, much 
more.   

On 30th June 2017 the school will be 
holding an Open Afternoon.  This will            
provide a wonderful opportunity to look at 
children’s books and join in with lessons.  
We would very much like to extend an            
invitation to members of the community to 
join in with the Open Day, which starts at 
1.15pm and finishes at 3.30pm. 

This year, we are hoping to hold our 
annual Sports Day on Wednesday 12th July 
2017 from 1.00pm (weather permitting – as 
we all know this little issue can be quite 
unaccommodating!).  Again, members of 
the community are very welcome to come 
along and support their local Community 
Primary School. 

As we enter the final term of the                   
academic year, children are all getting very 
excited about the, now infamous, end of 
year production!  This year children will be 
performing ‘Cinderella RockaFella’.  As is 
usually the case, this promises to be action 
packed and full of surprises. Please look 
out for more details about this production 
in the next edition of the Bentham News. 

Finally, we still have a limited number 
places available in our Ofsted ‘Outstanding’ 
Early Years provision for 2017/2018.   If you 
are interested in one of these places, or if 
you would like to see for yourself what an 
excellent learning environment the school 
has on offer, then please do not hesitate to 
contact the School Office on 015242 61412. 

TAYLORS 
 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 
High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  
9.00am—5.00pm 
Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 
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Raising funds for 
'Grahame's Charity'  
By Felicity Hey 

Used postage stamps are still being                   
collected at Temptations by Christine on 
behalf of the PSP Association. Many thanks 
to all those who have donated stamps, with 
a special acknowledgement to St Boniface's 
who generously donated a huge amount 
that has enabled me to send a total of five 
kilos so far. Please keep saving them, 
trimmed but with at least half an inch of 
paper around the stamp, as the PSP                  
Association receive £11 per kilo for UK 
stamps, and £20 per kilo for foreign. 

The Coffee Morning on Saturday 29th 
July is being held to raise funds for research 
into Progressive Supernuclear Palsy and 
Corticobasal Degeneration, and all profits 
from afternoon teas booked at Old Pottery 
Barn in July will go to the fund. Please           
contact me for details on 98811. 

 

Bentham News Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £15 local—£21 non local One eighth page colour £20 local—£26 non local 

One quarter page £30 local—£42 non local One quarter page colour £40 local —£50 non local 

One half page £70 local—£90 non local  One half page colour £90 local—£110 non local 

Inserts £150 commercial—£75 charity          

People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 

Send to ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk  

info@thebenthamnews.co.uk for copy or call 015242 61515 
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‘Farmstead’ Shop Closes 
But ‘Farmstead’ Lives On  

By Louise Coates 

My decision to close the ‘Farmstead’ shop’s 
doors on Saturday 8th July comes with 
great sadness but also huge excitement. 
Although the shop is closing, don’t worry, 
‘Farmstead’ will continue in full force! We 
have just decided to move with the times 
and expand the business on line through 
Facebook, Instagram and Snapchat. So you 
can still look at and buy ‘Farmstead’ goods 
and we will be doing a regular FREE             
delivery service in the local area and as far 
as Lancaster.  We have many loyal caravan 
customers and the owners of Riverside         
Caravan Park have kindly said I can leave 
orders there or I can deliver to your caravan 
if that’s more convenient. ‘Farmstead’ will 
still be providing a free gift wrap service for 
all of those special gifts, and in addition 
they will now be delivered to your door. I 
will also be running more 
‘Farmstead@Home’ parties for the perfect 
girly night in, so not a lot is going to 
change. I just won’t have my lovely shop as 
a base, but this will enable me to do more of 
what I love, including growing the 
‘Farmstead’ business and concentrating on 
other passions, which include interiors and 
window dressing, venue and event decor – 
there are exciting things to come. If you 
want help with interior design or event 
decoration, just get in touch: 015242-63291 
or 07900-933652 or on line. 

I want to thank each and every one of 
you who have made the last 7½ years an 
absolute joy. Your support and friendship 
has been overwhelming. I couldn’t have 
done it without you. My friends and family 
have made my dream possible – you know 
who you are and I’ll never forget you all for 
that. There are too many people to thank 
individually, but I want to mention my 
amazing landlords Nora and Phil Wright, 
and very special husband, Mr C.  

WATCH THIS SPACE. Bring on the next 
chapter! WE CAN DO THIS! As I’m writing 
this I can’t see for tears, but now they are 
happy tears. Thanks again. 

Love from Lou. 

Audio Bentham News 

Do you have trouble reading the BN? 

We provide a FREE Audio CD service 

for those who have difficulty with the 

written word. Just call 015242 61515 

or email info@thebenthamnews with 

your name and address. 
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Walks in July 
By Kate Rowe 

After all the dry weather of April 
and May, the heavy rain in early 
June had made little difference to Stocks 
reservoir, which was really low when we 
walked round it on 7th June. We had to 
rescue 2 lambs caught up in wire, some-
thing quite common at this time of year as 
their horns begin to grow. The rain has 
made everything grow, and the                
countryside is looking at it's best. We shall 
enjoy it during our walks this month. 

     We start with a 5 mile local evening 
walk leaving from Lairgill at 6.30pm,               
heading across fields to Staggarth and up 
to Green Smithy. The return route is                
flexible, possibly by Holly Tree, Shaky 
Bridge and Ridding.  

      On Saturday 15th the Roeburndale 
walk of 8 miles with a total of 1,350 feet up 
and down starts from the road south of 
Wray, just past Back Farm. From here we 
go south west through Thornbush Farm to 
Winder then drop down to Mallowdale, 
where we cross the Roeburn in the woods. 
Passing High Salter and Harterbeck, we 
walk through the fields past Outhwaite 
almost to the road before turning left 

down to Backsbottom and the site 
of the 1967 flood and back to the 
road and the cars via Backs Farm, 
possibly passing some yurts on the 
way. 

     For the final part of the Ribbleway on 
Thursday 20th we start from Preston 
Crematorium following the Preston Guild 
Cycleway and walk through Brockhole 
then along the river to Avenham Park. 
After crossing the river in Preston we'll 
enjoy a peaceful riverside stroll before 
cutting inland to catch two buses to return 
to the start (bus passes useful). Although 
10 miles, this is an easy, level walk. 

     Finally, on Sunday 30th July we park 
near Clapham Church for a 9 mile walk. 
The walk starts off by going through the 
tunnels and then going along Long Lane, 
with a steady rise to Sulber Nick. From 
Sulber Nick we walk down towards              
Horton and turn right to follow paths            
taking us into the head of Crummack Dale. 
At the bottom of Crummack Dale we join 
Thwaite Lane and walk back to Clapham. 

     All walks start at 9.30am apart from the 
first. 

     Advance notice of an 8.5 mile walk at 
Lawkland/Clapham taking place on            
Tuesday 8th  August. 

Bentham News is published at New House, Mewith Lane, Bentham, by a voluntary                

editorial committee consisting of Shirley Brown, Kathleen Kelly, Ros Lloyd,                   

Howard Matthew, Anne Preston, Jane Proctor, Richard Wallace, Pam Woof, and             

Denise Henshaw—co-ordinator, who can be contacted on 015242 61515.                                

Emma Greenep works alongside Denise administering the advertising side of the             

paper and can be reached on ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk. Every effort is made to             

ensure that information contained in the paper is correct, however, Bentham News is 

an open access paper and views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of 

the editorial committee. The committee reserves the right to edit contributions. We are 

willing to withhold names on request, but names, addresses and telephone numbers 

must accompany  all  items  for publication. Please hand in to Emma’s Hair and Beauty 

in the Main Street or email to:- info@thebenthamnews.co.uk    

Copy deadline is 12th July for the August edition. Please note we cannot guarantee 

the inclusion of any articles after this date. We aim to acknowledge all emails, if you 

do not receive a reply to an email, please contact us again, as it may not have been           

received. 
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Teenage Book Review  
By Daisy Redfern 

Carrie’s War By Nina Bawden 
‘Carrie’s War’ was first published in 1973, 
and was written by Nina Bawden (1925–
2012). It is set in Wales where many                  
evacuees were sent – including 12-year-old 
Carrie and her 9-year-old brother, Nick – 
during World War II. 

Carrie and Nick are evacuated from             
London to escape from anticipated                      
bombing, along with many other school 
children such as the book-loving Albert 
Sandwich who they make friends with later 
on. Carrie and Nick are set to live with a 
mean shop-owner Mr Evans and his mouse-
like sister Louise, whom the children end up 
calling Auntie Lou. It’s very different from 
their home in London, and at first they find                
Mr Evans’ strictness towards them and 
Auntie Lou unbearable.  

They are jealous of their friend Albert 
Sandwich, who is staying in a very cosy, yet 
eerie cottage, Druid’s Bottom, with 
Hepzibah Green, Mister Johnny Gotobed 
and the mysterious and very old                         
Mrs Gotobed. 

Revisiting the scene with her own                
children many years later, Carrie still feels 
heavy guilt for a “dreadful thing” she feels 
she did all those years ago. I think the main 
themes in this book are guilt and memories, 
and how sometimes our memories can play 
tricks on us. 

Bawden is very skilled at describing a 
scene to us, and makes it really easy for us 
to picture what is going on at the time. She 
can also give the story a lot of emotion              
because she was evacuated to a small Welsh 
valley as well, so can remember and present, 
as she said herself; 

“....people and places, and most                     
importantly, how I had felt…”. 

It was a real adventure reading this book, 
I recommend it fully as it was so exciting 
and opened my mind to the evacuated              
children in WWII and helped me realise 
how powerful memories are. 



38  

 

Lowgill Sports And Sheepdog Trials 
By Gayle Denny 

The second Saturday in June is possibly the only day every year where it is acceptable to 
hit a stranger over the head with a pillow, chuck a welly as far as humanly possible and 
race to the finish line with a potato in your mouth.  

I am of course talking about Lowgill Sports and Sheepdog Trials.  

The Trials commenced at 8.30am and saw 63 dogs and their handlers compete 
throughout the very wet day with Richard Briggs with Nell winning overall. 

The president, Michael Mason, opened the sports in the afternoon and handed out 
cups to Elsie and Jessica Woof for winning the fancy dress as "The Yorkshire Vet" and to 
Jack Woodhouse for best handwriting.  

The children weren't put off by the pouring rain and enjoyed a fun afternoon of 
events.  

Following these were the challenging Fell Races, which, this year, had an earlier start 
time and more age categories. 

The rain clouds cleared in the early evening and were replaced by very welcome             
sunshine.  

It was now the adults’ turn. James Gorst took the cup for the Quoits, William Preece 
won the Diamond Jubilee Cup and Sophie Marshall took the John Morgan  "Outstanding 
Athlete" Award.  

As well as the track events, competitors competed for victory in the traditional                  
Cumberland and Westmorland Wrestling which saw a variety of ages take part. This was 
also the case in the Tug O' War where young children weren't scared to battle against the 
grown men! 
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To find out more about the day’s events and to see more pictures please go to our               
Facebook page or visit www.lowgill-sports.co.uk  

The committee would like to thank everyone who participated and helped on the day, 
the landowners for use of their land and local businesses for their generous sponsorship. 

See you all again next year!! 
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Stand-Up Comedy, 
Who Me? Part II 
By Gavin Wilshaw, Summerhill, Bentham 

It's three years since I went on stage to 
perform as a stand-up comedian for 
the first time. Before doing so I'd watched 
numerous comics on YouTube in order to 
study their techniques and realised there 
was a lot to learn. Firstly, comic timing: this 
is the art of knowing how soon to start the 
punch line after the joke set-up, too soon 
and the punch line loses its impact, too late 
and it's the same result. The reason it works 
is that the set-up leads the audience to an 
assumption they know what's coming; the 
timing gap winds up the tension in the          
solar plexus and the punch line (which 
must shatter that assumption) releases the 
tension, which in turn facilitates the laugh; 
in a sense it's a trick. 

I wonder if the public realise how much 
they contribute to a comedy performance. 
Stand-up is an implied partnership                
between comedian and audience. The             

performer's job is to set the                 
audience alight with his first                
couple of gags, rather like                    
throwing a lighted match into a 
pile of twisted paper and                      
kindling. If the crowd catches fire 
the performer feels the warmth, 

which emboldens him to perform even 
better, which in turn encourages them to 
respond more warmly, setting the room 
alight. Through the establishment of this 
loop a perfect symbiosis is created to the                      
enjoyment and satisfaction of both. 

It's not been all success though. On one 
occasion I did nine gags and my mind went 
blank, so I apologised and left the stage. On 
another I was met with total silence; this 
was mostly due to the room not being set 
up advantageously for stand-up comedy, 
but more of this later. For the comedian it 
can be a nerve racking experience but one 
that is extremely pleasurable and addictive. 
Performing stand-up comedy may be only 
marginally less dangerous than donning a 
parachute and going skydiving. 
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A Buzz In The Lune Valley 
By Sarah Pettifer, Marketing & Communications Officer, 015242 51002 or email media@ydmt.org 
The Lune Valley has been a hive of 
activity, as a team of hard working 
volunteers and local wildflower             
experts joined forces with the Lune 
Valley Community Beekeepers to help 
improve the area for bees and other 
wildlife. Since 2014, seven new               
pollinator patches have been created 
around Caton and the Crook O’ Lune, 
providing an important nectar net-
work for insects. It’s part of the 
'Wildflowers for the Meadows' project 
which is delivered by local charity 
Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust 
(YDMT) working in partnership with 
the Forest of Bowland Area of                  
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), thanks to funding from  Lancashire Environmental 
Fund, Champion Bowland and Grow Wild. The most recent addition to the Lune Valley 
network is a community verge alongside a well-used footpath at the Crook O’ Lune. 
Thanks to the efforts of a team of almost 70 volunteers from the local community, the 
verge now boasts an impressive range of wildflower species. 

Erica Sarney of the Lune Valley Community Beekeepers said: “Together we                          
transformed a previously unloved and uninspiring grass verge into an area that will               
hopefully be full of colourful nectar-rich flowers in future years. We spent an enjoyable 
afternoon spreading seed and planting wildflower plug plants, including cowslips and 
primroses which should provide important food for pollinators next spring.”  

To enable more people to learn how to grow wildflowers, a series of four short films 
have been produced. In the films, wildflower expert Sarah Robinson gives practical             
instructions on how to collect, dry and store wildflower seed, as well as how to propagate 
new plants from seed and plant out 
the plugs to create a wildflower mead-
ow or garden. Created by Chorley-
based film maker Jason Smalley, the 
films are freely available to watch 
online, providing a permanent public 
resource and helping to create a sus-
tainable future for wildflowers. 
They’ve been watched almost 200 
times since they were published in 
March. The videos can be viewed 
online: 

www.youtube.com/user/theYDMT   

Above ; creating the new wildflower verge 

at the Crook O Lune 

Right; volunteers take a well-earned break 
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MARK WATSON 
HOME & GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 
 

 
Gardening 

and landscaping services,  
mowing, strimming. Hedge cutting, fencing, 

paving, turfing and power washing.  
Loft insulating and pointing. 

 
Estimates given, no VAT. 

07759680938   07759680943 
015242 62038 

 

COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 
MOB 07765 882579 

LOGS LOGS LOGS 
Kiln Dried Firewood 

Seasoned Logs, Bags or Loads 
Cash and Carry  
Pick up Point 

 

Bentham Road, Ingleton 
 

Call David on:  015242 41521 
Mobile: 07713055404 
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This match on Saturday 3rd June between Springfield bowling club and Kirkby Lonsdale was 

abandoned.  I wonder why?! Photo by Martin Carr who says ‘new members are always welcome!’ 
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INTERCOUNTY                                        

DRIVING SCHOOL                                               

VAL KAY                                                      
THEORY TRAINING                                

AVAILABLE                                                 

015242 62794                                        
e-mail: 

val@bentham999.wanadoo.co.uk 

Leonard Tyrer & Son Ltd 

Joiners 
Established 1954 

 

All types of joinery work  

undertaken 
 

Grove Hill, Station Road, Bentham 

Tel 015242 62333 

07780788339 

www.tyrersjoinery.co.uk 

 

REDHEADS COAL  
AND GAS 

 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 
All sizes of Bottled Gas delivered 

 

Kindling, Logs, Wood pellets, Prepacked fuel 
Compost and Gro-Bags 

 

We won’t be beaten on Price,  
Quality and Service 

 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

Tel: 015242 41626 
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Settle Pool Developments 
By Councillor Richard Handford 

The committee of Settle Area Swimming 
Pool met recently and a decision was taken 
to proceed with re-roofing. A structural            
inspection was carried out in 2011                     
indicating that the roof could have a useful 
life of 5 to 10 years. Following problems a 
further visit from the consulting engineers 
last year recommended re-roofing saying 
that the roof was coming to the end of it’s 
useful life. As a result quotations are being 
obtained, and if possible (dependant on 
grant funding) the intention is to carry out 
the work before the winter months. 

The recent Business Plan for the pool            
outlined various options, and it is hoped that 
in the future development will incorporate 
an extension of the building to provide            
additional facilities such as a health and           
fitness centre, multi purpose studio and a 
cafe. Draft proposals have been prepared 
and these would retain the existing                 
building, accordingly the re-roofing, whilst 
securing the continued operation of the pool, 
could in effect be Phase 1 of a scheme to            
improve and develop the facility as a vital 
community asset and leisure attraction for 
visitors to the area in the future (see artist 
impression below). 

Costs for the roofing work are expected to 
be in the region of £150,000, a significant 
figure and the committee are currently look-
ing at many funding options as grant aid 
would be essential. Finance will also be 
available from the pool’s “sister charity” The 

Friends of Settle Area Swimming Pool, and it 
is hoped that Craven District Council will be 
able to assist together with town/parish 
councils and local communities throughout 
the area. Committee chair Pat Taylor said 
“Our pool enjoys great support throughout 
the local community with many people and 
organisations making donations. Our new 
charity shop which opened last month has 
emphasised this enthusiasm and support. 
However large amounts of fund raising are 
quite challenging and we appreciate any 
help and advice that people can offer us.” 
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Bentham Club Win The 
Double 
By Terry Rhoden 

A new snooker team joined the Settle and 

District Snooker league last year and went 

on to win the Second Division title and the 

knock out Cup competition this year,           

beating one of the top sides in Division One 

Long Preston B. 

A special thanks goes to Ian Carter who 

had a great season winning 14 out of 15 

league matches and he also took the most 

wins trophy in Division 2. We would like to 

say a big thank you to our super subs who 

were there if needed; Andy, George,           

Richard and Phil. 

A Presentation Dinner was held at the            

Craven Arms and an enjoyable night was 

had by all. A raffle took place and raised 

£193 for both Air Ambulance and                     

The Stroke Society. 

Left to right, Martin Cowgill, Paul Towler, 

Terry Rhoden, Ian Carter and Gary Carter. 

Photograph by Dorothy Rhoden. 

Don’t forget Bentham News deadline date 

is 12th of July for the August edition. 

The PuncThe Punch Bowlh Bo 

Low Bentham 
 

Real Fire Real Food Real Ale 
 

Dishes made from fresh produce, locally sourced 
 

Dogs & Muddy Boots welcome 
 

Open all day from noon Tues –Sun 
 

Food served Tues-Sat 12-2 & 6-8.30 

Sunday -Traditional Roasts & full menu served 

all day to 8.30pm 
 

  Booking not essential but advisable 
at peak holiday times 

Tel 015242 61344 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

www.thepunchbowlbentham.co.uk 
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Shoppers Can Support 
Good Causes 
By Sarah Pettifer, Marketing & Communications 
Officer, 015242 51002/media@ydmt.org 

Shoppers can support charitable causes 
close to their home and hearts thanks to the 
Co-op Local Community Fund. It’s the               
Co-op’s way of giving back to local                 
communities, and as a member, every time 
you shop at Co-op, 1% of what you spend 
on own brand products and services goes to 
the Co-op Local Community Fund. Along 
with money raised from carrier bag sales, 
this is used to support local projects that 
benefit the community close to where you 
live, and members can choose which cause 
their own 1% goes to. 

One of the local causes seeking support is 
a social inclusion project called People and 
the DALES which provides fun, thought 
provoking day visits to the beautiful                   
Yorkshire Dales for deprived and excluded 
individuals, people from ethnic                             
backgrounds and people with a disability or 
experiencing mental health problems.              
Funding will help support activities such as 

nature discovery walks, 
farm visits, conservation 
work and crafts,                  
providing opportunities 
for a wide range of                      
disadvantaged groups to 
learn new skills, relax, enjoy the fresh air 
and explore the beautiful Yorkshire Dales 
landscape, often for the first time. The             
People and the DALES project is run by 
Clapham-based charity Yorkshire Dales 
Millennium Trust. 

 Co-op members can choose to support 
People and the DALES online at https://
membership.coop.co.uk/causes/5502/ 
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Lonsdale Wheelers              

Cycling Club 

By Ian Parker 

Did you know there is a brand new cycling 
club locally? In fact it was constituted in 
2014, and has currently 16 dedicated               
members of all abilities/fitness levels. We 
meet on Sundays at 9.30am 
twice a month at the sports 
pavilion, Burton in Lonsdale, 
with a choice of rides               
typically from 20-45 miles. 
Members also regularly take 
part in Sportives regionally. 
We are a very friendly club so 
don’t think you can’t join us! 
Membership is just £15 a 
year. This covers the club for 
insurance on its rides (but 
members need to have their 
own insurance through             
British Cycling), training tips, 
as well as discounts at local 

stores including Escape Bikes, and the           
benefit of riding with a local club. The club 
itself is affiliated to British Cycling and you 
can find us on their club finder page. 

If interested, please contact the Chair           
Ian Parker at ianparker47@talktalk.net  

or Secretary Tim Rollinson on  

timrollinson@icloud.com 
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Age Concern In May 
By Mary Brougham 

Mary Hartley was on holiday this month 
along with three of our other volunteers. 
They rented the Old Vicarage at Carperby 
for what was supposed to be a walking 
holiday, but Mary said more talking than 
walking took place. The weather was lovely 
and one of the days they went to Bolton 
Castle where Mary Queen of Scots was kept 
prisoner. They all enjoyed the holiday and 
came back ready to work again. 

The creative writing group, who meet 
every Tuesday at Looking Well, came to 
entertain us on May 5th. Several members 
read their own poetry aloud, Gavin               
Wilshaw was very funny with his stand up 
comedy, and Peter and I did a short sketch, 
which I hope was O.K. Gavin and Howard 
Matthew performed a very funny play 
written by Howard called "Them were 
t'days". There were also a couple of songs 
performed by Dave on his guitar. Everyone 
enjoyed this rather different meeting. 

The mystery trip this month took a full 
bus to Ullswater where they went to the Inn 
on the Lake for tea and coffee. I understand 
it was very posh but very nice although at 
£700 a week I don't think many were             
thinking about going there for their                 
holidays. Then it was off to Keswick for 
lunch. Martha and Anne got stuck in the lift 
but I don't think it was for very long. The 
weather was absolutely lovely and                   
everyone enjoyed their day out. 

On May 26th Sue, Stella and Edna 
brought their guitars along and performed 
songs from the 1950s onwards. Everyone 
sang along to the well-known songs and 
told me it was a very pleasant hour. I am 
finding it difficult to find things to write 
about nowadays because I am working at 
the Sue Ryder charity shop on Fridays and I 
don't get to go for lunch to Age Concern as 
much as I used to, consequently I am           
working on what other people report to me. 



50  

 

Bentham 
Tuesday 
Club  
By Elza Sayer 
We meet every other 
Tuesday and we are 
really active. We play 
bowls, pool and darts 
as well as board games. 
We save money for our 
outings to local                
pantomimes and also 
to celebrate birthdays. 

We are keen to be 
actively involved in 
Bentham. We help with the Town Hall 
Coffee Mornings and with litter picking.  
We also raise funds for local charities;  for 
instance we had an Open Garden and               
recently a Sponsored Wellie Walk to raise 
funds not only for ourselves but also for the 
North West Air Ambulance.   

Our latest project is growing flowers in a 
plot lent us by Dorothy Stubbs. We are 
growing cutting flowers – Gladioli, Dahlias 
and Chrysanthemums – to donate to 
Churches for their Harvest Festivals at the 
end of September. Then we hope to try our 
green fingers on veg and salads; we’ll enjoy 
those.  

Tuesday Club members Martin and Geoff with 
Elza Sayer. 

Don’t forget the BN deadline date is 
12th of July for the August edition. 
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Lonsdale Archers Club 
By Mark Christie 
Did you know there is a local archery club to Bentham, Ingleton and Burton? Lonsdale 
Archers was formed in August 2016, and we now have 16 members. We meet typically on 
Sunday afternoons from 3.30-4.45pm in spring, summer and most of autumn, at the            
Recreation Ground in Burton-in-Lonsdale, and indoors at the Burton-in-Lonsdale Village 
Hall on alternating Tuesdays and Thursdays in winter from 7.30-9pm. 

Watch out for our posters and our postings on our Lonsdale Archers Facebook page 
about upcoming taster days or 6-week beginner courses. Taster days typically involve an 
hour’s tuition for children aged 10+ and adults, costing £12 per person. Qualified coaches 
will lead the sessions from the club. Beginner courses cost £50 but if you attend a taster 
session your taster fee is deducted. If you want to join the club there are different                  
packages for juniors, young adults and adults aged 25+. Places are currently limited for 
tasters, courses and memberships as we only have two coaches, but if you want to reserve 
a place, please contact the club secretary on 015242-64879 or email Mark on  

markchristie101@outlook.com 
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“I need a long drink” Dave the Fireman on Bentham Carnival Day by Richard Bayley 


