
     

 

50P DONATION APPRECIATED 

Collingwood Terrace Almshouses In Bentham - 
Another Major Renovation 
By Clive Story 
The almshouses, Collingwood Terrace, High Bentham are conveniently close to the 
centre of the village. Funds for their original construction were provided in the will 
of William Collingwood, who died at the early age of 31 years in 1726. He belonged to 
a wealthy family, related to the Governors or Sheriffs of Northumberland and later to 
Admiral Lord Collingwood one of Nelson’s closest friends.  

William provided funds “to go towards the purchase of some convenient house or 
place in Upper Bentham as a hospital” for the maintenance and  support of twelve old 
people, men and women, six of each sex. Each were to be allocated three shillings a 
week provided they were members of the Church of England. The “Collingwood 
Hospital” was thus established, later to be known as the almshouses and now simply 
as Collingwood Terrace. The picture above shows the terrace in 1910. 

Continued on page 2……. 
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Collingwood Terrace (continued from page 1) 

The buildings were extensively improved in 1900 and during the next century porches 
were added and alterations made to the bathrooms.  

In 1997/8 a major refurbishment was undertaken by the Trustees. The original 12 very 
small properties were reduced to 9 and substantially improvements made to the facilities 
with new bathrooms and kitchens and the communal gardens were upgraded. 

In recent years new modern kitchens have been installed in some of the properties.            
Several residents declined the upgrade because of the upheaval that it would entail.              
The remaining ones will be upgraded as the opportunity arises. 

It has been evident for some time that there was insufficient storage capacity for the 
residents especially for taller items like brushes and ironing boards. The bathrooms had 
become somewhat outdated and the showers were difficult for the residents to use with 
some safety issues identified. The trustees therefore embarked on a further major                  
improvement programme, commissioning the installation of new porches with                     
substantial storage space built in. The residents were given the opportunity of moving out 
for two weeks so that modern well-appointed bathrooms with walk-in showers could be 
installed and 5 residents agreed to do this. The current phase of work is now complete. 
The residents and the trustees are delighted with the improvements and the exterior            
façade is much improved. We would like to express our sincere thanks to the residents for 
their cooperation and to all the contractors concerned; they have been a pleasure to work 
with and the end result clearly reflects high standards of workmanship.  The remaining 
bathrooms and kitchens will be upgraded to the same specification as soon as possible. 

 

Picture by Jon Brook above shows l to r Martha Bainbridge, Hilda Lister and Joan Lilley, current 
residents of Collingwood Terrace, standing outside the recently installed new porches. 
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Bentham’s New Eatery: 
Black Pig 
By Howard Matthew 

Like most Benthamers I was fascinated by 
the new Black Pig eatery that has recently 
opened on Main Street, so I went to meet 
Bryan Jeffs the owner. Bryan has a long and 
varied experience in catering. He began his 
career in North Wales and Shropshire, and 
then locally in the Snooty Fox in Kirkby 
Lonsdale. It was around that time that he 
met his wife who was from Bentham. As a 
result he continued his career by working as 
a partner in Cafe Culture in Main Street. 

Bryan had been on the lookout for space 
to open a small Bistro style cafe when he             
discovered the present premises. When he 
found that there was also an option to use 
some additional space, which had originally 
been part of the post office, he now had             
potential for a sit down cafe. 

When he first opened there was some 
confusion as people thought it was just              
another takeaway. He still provides a               
takeaway service, but now has a 16-seater 

cafe, which is open throughout the day              
serving coffee snacks and light lunches.             
Bryan’s dream now is to develop a bistro 
style eatery and he is concentrating on week-
end nights (Friday, Saturday and Sunday) as 
a fine dining experience.   

I had to ask the question, ‘Where does the 
name ‘The Black Pig’ come from?’ Well it 
has nothing to do with Captain Pugwash 
(for our younger readers Captain Pugwash 
was a cartoon character who had a ship 
which was called ‘The Black Pig’). As Bryan 
explains, ‘In Western Spain and Portugal, 
Iberian Pigs, or Black Pigs, are left to roam in 
ancient oak forest. They are contented            
animals eating acorns and snuffling about. I 
thought that was quite romantic.’ 

Finally I asked if it was possible to be 
competitive in a town with some many food             
outlets. ‘It’s not a bad thing to have different 
places to go. Settle and Kirkby manage to 
survive and grow. We should really be           
doing that, promoting Bentham as a place to 
visit and to eat.’ Who could disagree with 
that?  
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Music In The Fells 2017 
By Jane Proctor 

On Saturday evening 9th September at 
7.30pm Music in the Fells is hosting a                        
performance by Tabuka in the idyllic 
setting of the Church of the Good Shepherd,                 
Tatham Fells. 

The name of the band is highly                       
suggestive of the type of music they play; a 
surprising mix of Klezmer and European 
grooves with a dash of English, Irish and 
Breton –  a wonderful cocktail. 

Jane Lawrence on fiddle, Ben Farmer on 
accordion and Paul Beevers on guitar and 
bouzouki will delight and inspire you with 
their driving rhythms and exciting sounds. 

As well as playing the guitar Paul is also 
a maker of guitars, mandolins and citterns. 
He has a passion for Irish music, but is 
equally at home in other musical traditions. 
Ben is highly regarded as a talented and 
versatile musician and performer, and Jane 
is a talented violinist who has been                  
described as making music “both                  
passionate and lyrical; tender and strong; 

sad and joyful”. 

For the members of Tabuka, who have 
been together for 15 years, music is their life 
and passion and they will make 9th                   
September a memorable evening. As               
always at Music in the Fells concerts the 
evening will be rounded off with drinks 
and nibbles and a chance to meet the band 
members. 

Tickets are £15 for adults and £5 for               
children under 16 and are available from                   
Carole Butcher (63095) and Jane Proctor 
(62648). 
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Mike Wynne 
1st March 1956 - 4th June 2017 
At Mike’s funeral the crematorium was filled with people who loved and valued 

Mike as a friend, fellow traveller, teacher, family man and inspirational group 

leader. Annie has asked Bentham News to print this poem, written by a friend, 

to honour Mike’s memory. 

 

Mike 
By Clare Weze 

My friend is known as the Man of the Mountains 

When he stepped out firm and light 

over bent grass, bog and reed 

winter, summer, all seasons, Millstone Grit underfoot 

not even horses could beat him. 

 

And if skies blackened, he’d descend 

fleet, hawk-man treading time down Ingleborough 

over snow, crunching sugary white into packed-down grey. 

 

And on hotter, dustier plains 

he led walkers, climbers,  

wayfarers. 

 

There’s a time of night 

and a certain path 

over Storrs Common 

or up the Turbary Road 

when we sing Michael from 

Mountains* 

and think of him smiling 

and carrying the mountain air 

home. 
 
(*A song by Joni Mitchell sung especially 
beautifully by Judy Collins) 
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Post Office Update…. STOP PRESS 
By Ros Lloyd 
A period of local public consultation has now started and will continue 
until 18th August 2017.  Posters and leaflets will be displayed in the Post 
Office to let customers know about the changes and to ask their views.  
Comments can be made via the website www.postofficeviews.co.uk, 
where the Code of Practice is also available, by email on                                  
comments@postoffice.co.uk, by phone to the Customer Helpline                     
03452 660115, and in writing to FREEPOST Your Comments (this is the 
full address to use and no further address details are required).  
 

The proposed date for the move to Flowerfields is October/November 
this year.  The proposed opening hours will be 8.30 am - 5.30 pm Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday and from 8.30 am - 1 pm on Thursdays 
and Saturdays. Please note that these times were reported incorrectly in 
the consultation document. A local newspaper also reported that there 
would be Sunday opening hours which is also incorrect. Services at the 
proposed new branch will be identical to those currently provided, with 
the exception of on demand travel insurance and passport check and 
send, which will no longer be available.  You’ll still be able to use these 
services at the post office in Kirkby Lonsdale.  
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Studio 42 Wins Country Living Best Trade Stand 
At This Year’s Royal Cheshire Show 
By Michelle Hodgson 

Studio 42 has won the award 
for the best trade stand at the 
Country Living Marquee in 
this year's Royal Cheshire 
Show. A large range of           
businesses attended the 
event, mainly from the North 
West of England, making the 
competition more notable.  It 
was the first time that Studio 
42 had attended the event. It 
was a real surprise to win 
this award on our first time 
showing at the Royal                   
Cheshire Show and it means 
so much to us. We will be 
returning next year to see if 
we can retain the trophy. 

I set up Studio 42 two 
years ago.  It is a multi-
functional space for various 
arts, ranging from the new 
market of upcycling to                
classic, high quality print 
making.  Resident artist,           
Rachel Thornton, and I have 
used the space as a business 
platform but the real aim 
was to get back in touch with our creative side. Our creative sides are quite large, too:        
I am a graduate from Lancaster University with a BA in Art, Design and Marketing, and   
I recently went back to earn a Master's Degree in Creative Arts Consultancy. On the other 
hand, Rachel graduated with a first class honours degree in Fine Art and Printmaking 
from UCLAN and has been exhibited internationally and throughout the UK.  

Not only are we getting back in touch with our creative side, but we are also willing to 
help others do the same, and we regularly host workshops and open studio events to 
inspire future artists and create a welcoming space to develop various skills. We are both 
continually evolving our art practices in order to constantly improve the quality of our 
work and increase the chances of holding onto our trophy in the future. Hopefully, we 
will go on for many years to come. 

More information about Rachel and me is available on our website: 
www.studio42.org.uk 

Studio 42, Unit 2a, Bentham Business Park, Bentham, Lancaster, LA2 7NB.                             
Tel 015242 62300. 
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People Of Bentham 
What is a town, a community? Is it about 'location' or is it about the people who live there? 
Some people are born in Bentham, love it and stay. Some people move here, love it, and stay. 
BN is hoping to capture some of the diversity and strength of our town by both interviewing 
and photographing, in roughly the same format, a Bentham person every month. This, we 
hope, will give a flavour of what  Bentham is today.  

This month we are featuring David Johnson  who was the Head Teacher of Bentham 
Primary School for 25 years before his retirement in 1997. He lives in Low Bentham with 
his wife, Judith. David has two children and four grandchildren. 

 

How long have you lived in Bentham and what brought you here? 
I moved to Bentham following my appointment as Head Teacher in 1973, and after 12 

months of commuting from Crag Bank, Carnforth, Judith and I moved to our present home 
in Low Bentham in 1974.  I am still greeted by some of my ‘old’ parents as ‘Mr Johnson’,                
although the children I taught call me David (which pleases me). 

 

Tell us something about yourself that people wouldn’t normally know 
It may surprise some people to learn that I did not really enjoy school, other than sport 

and music where I was really quite good. I competed for Westmorland in cross country run-
ning, and played both cricket and tennis for my school, Heversham Grammar  and for my 
home village of Milnthorpe.  Also Sir Edmund Hilary presented me with my Duke of Edin-
burgh Silver Award. I was within one unit of achieving my gold award but I ran out of time. 

 

If you could travel anywhere, where would you like to go? 

New Zealand, but I doubt if I will at my age. 
 

What does a perfect day look like to you? 
Walking Ted, my 12 month old Labrador; a spot of gardening in the afternoon or            

reading if it’s raining, and in the evening sitting on the terrace in a temperature of 20˚C and a 
gentle south westerly breeze!! 

 

 If you could witness any event of the past, present or future, what would it be? 
I would like to meet my grandparents and talk to them about their grandparents. I am 

very interested in my family’s history, my father’s family were from Garsdale and my                
mother’s from Beetham and Milnthorpe, but sadly all my grandparents died before I could 
have that conversation. 

 

Are there any world events you remember particularly from when you were growing up? 
I remember the delight I felt at the end of sweet rationing in September 1953; the             

announcement of our invasion of the Suez canal in 1956 whilst having a meal with my mum 
and dad at a department store in Carlisle; the terrible Aberfan disaster in October 1966 and of 
course the assassination of President J F Kennedy in November 1963. 

 

Is there anyone (e.g. a teacher) who has had the most influence on your life? 
My parents, who gave me my sense of values, but mostly my father-in-law who had a 

very dominant personality and who steered me in the right direction from time to time              
especially with practical advice on house maintenance. 

 

If you had an unlimited budget what would you make in Bentham? 
I would endow a Town Archive, fully staffed and resourced and located in Bentham. 
 

What’s the  worst job you’ve ever done? 
When I was a teenager I worked in a market garden and was given the weeding to do.             

I still hate weeding, but thankfully Judith does not. I did not last long in the market           
garden after I accidentally let a couple of goats loose who had a taste for peas! 

 

What is your most treasured possession? 
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Family aside, it is my local history archive of photographs (about 1,400 at the last count) 

and my Bentham archive. 
 

How do you relax? 
Reading, and TV and weather permitting, sitting on my terrace in the evening with a 

wee dram of whisky. 
 

What did you want to be when you were growing up? 
As a lad I would go down to Milnthorpe Station with my friends, and we would              

sometimes be given rides on the footplate as wagons were shunted in the goods yard.                   
I loved it and wanted to be a train driver, then a sailor, never a teacher until my late teens. 

 

Is there a book, film or live event that you’ve particularly enjoyed recently? 
Several stand out, all films. Iris, the autobiographical film about Iris Murdoch and her 

descent into dementia; Invictus telling the story of how Nelson Mandela joined forces with 
the captain of South Africa’s rugby team to help unite their country and finally Ladies in 
Lavender with Judi Dench and Maggie Smith and its fabulous music. 

 
 

Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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Celebrating Twenty 
Years’ Service At Sue 
Ryder Shop 

By Mary Brougham 

This photo shows Dorothy Rose and Rosemary 
Lutz each receiving a bunch of flowers and a 
certificate to celebrate their twenty years of              
service in the Sue Ryder shop in Bentham. 

Rosemary Lutz, on the right, lives in 
Melling, in the same house where her                 
parents lived before her. She worked as a 
chef at Wennington Hall School for over 
twenty years. Dorothy Rose came to live in 
Bentham during the war and has been here 
ever since. As a young girl she danced with 
the Swifties, a dance group who entertained 
around the Bentham district. She was               
married for 60 years and worked at Angus 
Fire for a great many of those years. Dorothy 
and Rosemary met whilst working for Sue 
Ryder and have been friends ever since, 
sharing several holidays together. You can meet them in the Sue Ryder shop on Mondays. 
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August Garden 
By Joyce Knapp 
As we move into the month of 
August we may find ourselves 
starting to prepare for the           
winter to come, firstly by            
harvesting crops and secondly 
by taking steps to                pre-
pare for next season.  The 
crops we are likely to be harvesting this 
month will vary from lifting all of the             
shallots and onions  we may have grown, in 
order to store them for use throughout the 
coming winter, to picking peas to be                   
enjoyed fresh from the pod.  In the case of 
both onions and shallots, we need to leave 
them outside, preferably on the soil surface, 
to dry out and ripen in the sunshine as this 
will help them to keep well in storage (if the 
sun fails to oblige and rain takes over, then 
we may need to dry them off under-cover in 
a well-ventilated shed or greenhouse).  
Once we have lifted onions and shallots we 
can allow nature to give us a helping hand, 
by leaving the soil uncovered, so enabling 
the local bird population to move in and 
seek out and devour any lingering pests.  
When we have picked the last pods from 
our pea plants, we can cut off the remaining 
stem at ground level, thereby leaving the 
root and its attached nodules in the ground, 
to help build up a store of nitrogen which 
will then be available for next year's crops 
(particularly useful for brassicas eg               
cabbage and broccoli).   

Moving over into the fruit garden, we 
can begin the task of sorting out what will 
by now be a very untidy strawberry patch.  
The first step is usually to remove most of 
the dangly runners that will have grown 
from each fruiting plant, saving a                   
maximum of three runners, only from the 
strongest plants.  If we used straw as a 
mulch around the plants, this can also be 
removed now, thereby exposing the soil 
beneath, so again the birds can move in and 
eat any pests lurking there.   This is also the 
best time to discard any old, less-
productive plants and replace them with 
the previous year’s runners that will be 

ready to start fruiting next 
year.  Also in the fruit garden, 
we will be able to remove  
netting from around all                 
the raspberry canes, once they 
have finished fruiting, which 
will allow us easy access to cut 
out all the old fruiting canes 
just above ground level.  By 
doing this now, we will be          

allowing lots more space for the new, 
strong shoots that will go on to provide 
fruit next year.   

In the flower garden in August, we can 
get much pleasure from either seeing all 
our colourful blooms in situ, or from              
picking them to put in a vase in our home.  
This year I have picked blooms from two                
scented roses which have filled our house 
with a lovely perfume, one of them being 
the thornless shrub rose known as 
'Gertrude Jekyll' which produces beautiful 
double pink flowers and is quite resistant to 
disease. 

Nature Notes 
By David Fisher 

Elderflowers are out 
and can be used to 
make a lovely drink – 
elderflower champagne. Thrushes are 
about, especially in the Dent area.  I’ve had 
some good brown trout off the Greta but 
I’ve also lost quite a few.  You can’t win 
them all!  This month should see a good 
run of sea trout into the rivers. 

I led a walk in Tatham Fells and                  
recorded some plants and trees.  I noticed 
that a footbridge over a beck was not on its 
buttresses.  They had been washed down in 
a flood and the bridge was therefore not in 
use. So Lancashire Public Rights of Way 
team has a footpath problem to sort out.  

Your Advert In Colour 
From just £20, why not make your 

advert stand out? 
Email ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 

for more information  
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High Bentham 
By Wendy Dowbiggin 
High Bentham WI met in the Town Hall on 
Thursday 6 July.  The business meeting was 
led by President, Barbara Shuttleworth.  An 
excellent meal had been enjoyed by 18 
members recently at the Black Pig Bistro. 

The speaker for the 
evening was Trish Clark, 
the Lady Cobbler from 
Morecambe.  Trish gave 
an informative and              
amusing talk about her 
career as a Lady Cobbler 
from her early days just 
patching shoes on to repairing shoes, to 
repairing large awnings.  Trish explained 
that on the death of her cobbler father she 
took over the business at a young age (she 
has now been cobbling for 40 years).  She 
was determined to succeed and succeed she 
did.  Her first instructor told her ‘You learn 
the trade from a cobbler or at an                           
orthopaedic college’.  Trish had many 
amusing stories to tell us and the ladies all 
said what a good evening they had had. 

The competition winner was Joni               
Weekley. The next meeting on 3 August is a 
Flower Arrangement Demo by Sue and 
Margo, The Buttonhole Florists. 

 

Tatham Fells 
By Mary Taylor  

It Shouldn’t Happen to a Nurse, as told by 
Eileen Belshaw, had Tatham Fells Women’s 
Institute members in stitches all through 
her talk on Tuesday evening, 13th June in 

the Old School. Eileen told of 
her early life in Liverpool 
where she lived in the next 
street to Cilla Black. She               
started nursing training in 
1968 in the 1,000 bed Sefton 
General Hospital, a former workhouse, 
where the consultant was king and ward 
sister queen, and everyone was in 
awe of the great man as he                 
completed his ward round.            
Following further training Eileen 
worked as a midwife, and in the 
special care baby unit. She               
contrasted the medical service 
then to what it is today. In a ward 
of 40 beds, each patient had to be bed 
bathed each morning, now they are taken 
to the shower from much smaller wards. 
Then a new mother had to stay in hospital 
for five days, now they go home after a few 
hours. Sue Dawson thanked Eileen, who 
judged the competition; winners were 
Louise Kitchen, Helen Wilkinson and Mary 
Myers. President Margaret McIntosh told of 
future events and Secretary Jenny Herd 
read the report of the Annual meeting from 
the delegate from Tunstall WI. The                  
proceeds of a Sales Table, run by Ruth 
Holden and Mary Kidd, are to be sent to 
the Denman Appeal. The evening                     
concluded with refreshments provided by 
Sue Dawson and Kath Dickinson. 

The following evening two teams of five 
members each from Tatham Fells, joined 
around 70 WI members from all over             
Lancashire in Williamsons Park, Lancaster, 
where they all had a great time                        

Bentham News Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £15 local—£21 non local One eighth page colour £20 local—£26 non local 

One quarter page £30 local—£42 non local One quarter page colour £40 local —£50 non local 

One half page £70 local—£90 non local  One half page colour £90 local—£110 non local 

Inserts £150 commercial—£75 charity          

People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 

Send to ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk  

info@thebenthamnews.co.uk for copy or call 015242 61515 
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 Orienteering. The event was organised by 
Lancashire Federation, each team had an 
hour and an electronic marker to find 24 
destinations all over the park. Tatham Fells 
Golden Girls gained fifth place. 

Low Bentham 
By Pam Warbrick 
‘A Lady Waller’s Tales’ was the title of 
Tracey Blackwell’s 
talk on June 15th. 
Originally from 
the south of            
England, Tracey 
had a career in the 
theatre but always 
had a keen interest 
in gardening.  After her marriage and a 
move to the north, her creative streak             
flourished in her allotment, where                     
structures, including walls, came to be more 
important to her than cultivation.  She 
trained with the Association of Wallers, 
becoming fully proficient, and soon found 
work, first rebuilding broken dry-stone 
walls and then building from scratch.               
Commissions to build stone playground 
features for junior schools, such as walls 
with alcove seats and places to hide, proved 
popular. 

Travels in France, Majorca, Italy and 
Canada gave her the opportunity to teach 
and also to learn new techniques and              
methods of construction. She worked at 
Balmoral Castle, where difficult access to 
woodland meant that special sloping gate 
entrances were needed. All these                   
impressive examples were shown on 
screen and fully explained. Tracey certainly 
has talent and stamina and strength!  

Later in the month some members                
visited Saltaire on a Federation trip. This 
included a guided tour of the village led by 
two women in period costume, who gave 
visitors each a bookmark bearing the 
names and addresses of all the original 
inhabitants of the 1850s. 

A world heritage site, Saltaire was the 
brainchild of Sir Titus Salt, an enlightened 
Bradford mill owner, whose aim was to 

provide his workers with decent living 
conditions and amenities such as a school, 
a hospital, a library, a laundry, running 
water and, of course, a church, the                  
impressive Baroque-style structure visible 
from the train. Contented workers meant 
improved productivity and higher profits. 
However, workers had to abide by Salt’s 
non-conformist rules: no pubs, no animals 
and no washing hanging in the streets.  
Our members enjoyed exploring the huge 
old mill with its David Hockney exhibition, 
café and shops and rounded off their day 
with a fish-and-chip supper in Hawes. 

Our meeting on 17th August, at 7.00pm 
in the Junior School, will include                   
‘A Traveller’s Tales of Peru’ given by Alan 
Speight. 

Don’t forget Bentham News deadline 

date is 12th of August for the September 

edition. 
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Stand-Up Comedy, 
Who Me? Part III 
By Gavin Wilshaw, Summerhill, Bentham 

Who'd have thought it? A comedian 
can win or lose depending on the way 
the room is set up. But surely, if the 
jokes are good and performed well, 
the performance will succeed - not neces-
sarily. Laughter is infectious. Picture a 
group of four pals in the pub enjoying shar-
ing jokes; now ask them to split up and sit 
at different tables several feet apart. Then it 
doesn't work so well because the dynamic 
has changed. 

A few months ago I had a very tough 
room: just twenty four people spread out in 
a room roughly half the size of Bentham 
Town Hall. I started my set - total silence; 
some faces were smiling but none were 
laughing. Half a dozen were sitting in each 
of the four corners so no one was directly in 
front of the stage—I was performing to an 

empty space. Recalling the 
analogy of the paper and the 
kindling, it was  impossible to 
set the room alight as the 
kindling was scattered. If I'd 
had some say into how the 
room was set up I would 
have dispensed with tables 
and arranged the chairs in 

rows in front of the stage, as in a theatre, to 
achieve the tightly packed kindling effect 
that should guarantee success, not just for 
me, but for the people who'd paid to be               
entertained. Unfortunately the venue is 
arranged for cabaret so tables are                       
de rigueur, which is OK as long as the place 
is full. The other acts did alright as they 
weren't doing comedy. 

Were you the class clown at school, as I 
was? My purpose in sharing this experience 
is to inspire someone who has an ambition 
to be a comedian. If I can do it so can you. 
Incidentally, there's no age limit.             
Best of luck. 
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BTEC Course Offered 
To Young Firefighters  

By Geoff Blackwell 

Do you know a young person who might 
be interested in joining our Young                 
Firefighter scheme at Bentham? This is a 
fantastic opportunity for young people to 
get involved with an organisation that            
focuses on teamwork, personal                           
responsibility and discipline. It is also a 
good foundation for those who wish to           
apply for a career in the fire service in the 
future. It will also aim to develop a number 
of skills, which will be useful in other walks 
of life such as leadership, teamwork,               
communication and problem solving.   

From September 2017 Bentham Fire            
Station will be hosting a two-year Young 
Firefighter scheme for young people aged 
14 to 18. You do not have to be from              
Bentham to participate. The course will 
require students to attend the fire station for 
two hours every Thursday night               
between 1900 and 2100 during term time. 
During the two-year course students will 
learn about the fire service, how to safely 
operate fire service pumps, ladders, wear 
breathing apparatus, learn the science            
behind fire and complete a BTEC in Fire & 
Rescue Services in the Community. There 
are limited places available on the course so 
if you are interested in signing up or would 
like more information please contact                
richard.blackwell@northyorksfire.gov.uk. 
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Lest We Forget - 
Thomas Wilcock 
Words by Allan Hartley 
Research by Marilyn Hartley 

Thomas was born in Bentham 
in 1898, the son of Thomas1 
and Ellen1 Wilcock, née                
Wallbank.  The family lived in 
Bentham at 4 Mill Cottages.                 

At the time of the 1901 
census, Thomas Jr is three 
years old, and that’s the last 
we know of him until the 
war.  We don’t know where 
he went to school or what he 
did for work. 

However, at some stage 
when the war came he               
travelled to Keighley,                 
probably when he received 
his call-up papers in 1916 when he was 182, 
and enlisted into the Prince of Wales Own 
[West Yorkshire] Regiment, 1st Battalion, 
6th Division as Private 52577; thereafter we 
once again lose track of him. 

We are not sure where Thomas fought 
but it is likely he had been at the front line 
from late 1916 until his death, and probably 
survived the latter stages of the Somme in 
1916 and the onslaught of Passchendaele in 
1917. 

So what happened to Thomas? His              
regiment, the Prince of Wales, had been 
active on the southern sector of the Somme 
and got involved with the German St               
Michael Kaiserschlacht (Kaiser’s Battle) 
Offensive, better known as the Spring 
Offensive of 1918.  

The Germans launched their massive all 
out attack on 21 March 1918 across the           
entire front line of the Somme, firing                  
thousands of shells, including poison gas 
shells, which rained down on the British 
and French front line near St Quentin.  The 
Germans achieved a great deal of success 
and overran many of our own positions. 
During the attack Thomas went missing in 

the region of Vaulx-Vraucourt            
village, which was overrun in the 
severe fighting. His grave (perhaps 
just a temporary shallow grave) 
would also have been lost in the 

ensuing battle. 

   Wherever Thomas went 
missing, he remained on the 
battlefield until around              
September 1918 (6 months 
later) when graves were 
brought in from other                 
cemeteries and from the 
battlefield war graves in the 
immediate area. Thomas has 
a special memorial at Vaulx 
Hill cemetery, wall                   
memorial panel A.11, as he 
is known to be one of 29 
casualties, although we can’t 
be sure that it’s the actual 
person BUT he is “known to 

be buried” among them.  

Thomas is commemorated on the war 
memorial plaque on Station Road, High 
Bentham, the memorial plaque at St               
Margaret’s Church and also on the family 
gravestone at St Margaret’s Churchyard. 
 

Thomas was killed on 21 March 1918             
during the German Spring Offensive and 
is the 37th Bentham man to be killed.             
He was 21.  
 

1.    Sadly, we don’t have any information about 
Thomas Sr or Ellen, or what they did for a                                                
living, but as the family home was on the               
Wenning, we can guess that they worked at the 
Wenning Mill.  Both were born in Bentham and 
both are buried in the family grave at St              
Margaret’s Church.  You could say they were 
true Benthamers, being born in Bentham,              
working and living in Bentham and dying in 
Bentham.  Not many can claim that! 

2. It is more than likely that Thomas enlisted 
with William Throup, as both enlisted at the 
same time, both into the same regiment. Sadly, 
William Throup would also fall victim to the 
German Spring offensive a week or so later. 
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Hair Studio              

              Cath Blackwell, 

                 Homeleigh, 

       Fourlands, 

                 Bentham, 

                LA2 7EX 
 

   Tel: 015242 62510 

   Mob: 07796 148900 

 

 

 

People’s Page 
Charity Thanks 
 

The Motor Neurone Disease Association 
thank the people of Bentham for being so 
generous and supportive at the Town Hall 
Coffee Morning on Saturday 1st July 
which raised a final total £502.05. We 
are all very grateful. 
Many thanks, Paul Hypher 
 

Countryside Festival 2017 
The Friends of Bentham School (FOBS) 
would like to say a massive thank you to           
everyone that helped, donated to and 
supported the recent Countryside               
Festival held at the Primary School on 
Saturday 24th June. The event was a 
huge success, helped by this year’s good 
weather, with a fantastic showcase of 
local music, great food and crafts which 
helped us to raise over £1200 for the 
school.  We have now been able to             
purchase the long-awaited gazebo for the 
children, which has proved a massive hit 
and are looking ahead to future projects 
that will enrich the lives of the children 
at the school. 
 

Notices 

Annual Street Fair, Low Bentham, Monday 
28th August. It’s been a lovely community 
event for a lot of years and we want to keep 
it alive for our local residents but we are a 
very small committee and find it hard 
work. If you do have time to spare, we 
would be most grateful...placing signage/
flags around the village, setting up on the 
day, helping or booking a stall or in the 
kitchen, collecting raffle & tombola prizes.  
Telephone Diane on 63162 or Kay on 
61977. 
 

 

 

 

 

Do you have something you want to say 
in Bentham News but are not quite sure 
how to write it? If putting your thoughts 
into words is stopping you contacting us, 
please let us know and we’ll see what we 
can do to help.  
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By Lynda Graveson and John Frankland 

FREE Computer Help At                
Bentham Community Library 
Basic skills And Utility Bill Checker 
This course is free and available to people 
who are not in work, for example                    
unemployed or retired. If you would like 
help to learn basic skills in using your own 
tablet, laptop or IPad or would like help to 
calculate whether you are paying too much 
for your utility bills - this is the course for 
you. The course will start in late September; 
each session is up to 2 hours. Look out for 
dates and times in September Bentham 
News. 

For more information please call Pioneer 
Projects on 015242 62672 or email: 
office@pioneerprojects.org.uk 

Adult Learning Skills Service IT                 
Drop-In Sessions 

Are you new to computers and need 
some help with keyboard or mouse skills? 
Or do you want to know more about email, 
social media, word processing and staying 
safe on the Internet? If you’re looking for a 
new career we can help with jobsearch, and 
introduce you to word processing and 
spreadsheets. Perhaps you want to know 
more about tracing your ancestors or                  

shopping online.  

If this sounds like you then sign up for 
Adult Learning Skills Service IT computer 
course at Bentham Community Library. It’s 
FREE, friendly, and a great way to build 
your confidence in using the internet. No 
need to book – just drop-in; all abilities and 
ages welcome.  Every Tuesday afternoon 
1.30–4.30pm from 19th September (except 
second Tuesday of the month). 

For more information call Bentham           
Community Library 01609 534533 or Craven 
Adult Learning Office on 01609 53394, 
email:  
south.adultlearning@northyorks.gov.uk 

 

Audio Bentham News 

Do you have trouble reading the BN? 

We provide a FREE Audio CD service 

for those who have difficulty with the 

written word. Just call 015242 61515 

or email info@thebenthamnews with 

your name and address. 
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Ewecross Historical            
Society Summer Outings 
By Mary Taylor 

Members of the Ewecross Historical Society 
travelled to Clapham on Thursday evening 
29th June where Ken Pearce spoke about the 
Farrer family.  Ken showed some of the 
changes that the family had made to the 
village; the road had been moved from next 
to the river where the children’s                      
playground is now, a high banking had 
been made to hide the Hall and a tunnel 
made for the road.  He spoke of the family 
crest, the Flying Horse Shoe, which                 
perpetuates the legend that the Farrer               
ancestors were farriers for William the            
Conqueror and were so skilful that the hors-
es appeared to fly.   

More up to date, about 500 years ago the 
family lived near Hebden Bridge with              
members of the family moving to this area 
in the eighteenth century.  Oliver Farrer, 

who became rich in Lon-
don through his own hard 
work, died in 1808 leaving 
Ingleborough Estate to his 
nephews.  They, lawyers 
in London, bought even 
more land and employed 
an agent to look after the 
estate, which at its height                  
covered 35,000 acres, with shooting rights 
on a further 15,000 acres.  Reginald Farrer 
was a well-known plant collector, bringing 
specimens from all over the world; the foot-
path to Ingleborough Cave has recently 
been named the Reginald Farrer nature 
trail.  The late and much respected Dr John 
Farrer (above as a young man) 
returned from his home in 
Australia to take on the estate 
in 1952, working tirelessly on 
improvements until his death 
on New Year’s Day 2014, the 
moment when Clapham 
Church clock stopped.    
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Police News 
Hello again from PC 830 Babs Parsons. I'm the dedicated                     
Neighbourhood Officer covering the Bentham and Ingleton area and 
this is my latest police report to keep you updated about what is          
going on in and around Bentham. 

Recent Crimes in Bentham: It's been a relatively quiet month 
for crime in Bentham with a couple of domestic crimes but otherwise only 2 crimes of 
note. On 16/06/17 there was an incident of criminal damage on Banks Way. A door to a 
house was damaged by repeatedly kicking it. A Community Resolution Disposal has 
dealt with a male youth. And overnight between 03/07/17 - 04/07/17 two vehicles                    
(a Renault Clio & Ford Transit) parked on a drive at Mount Pleasant had windows 
smashed.  

And Elsewhere In The Area: Between 23:15hrs on 21/06/17 - 00:15hrs on 22/06/17                
offenders broke into AC Price Engineering on Ingleton Industrial Estate. Access was 
gained via a field and cutting through a security fence. Approximately £30,000 worth of 
equipment was stolen from the premises including tools, radiators and metals. The 
offenders attended the premises with a tipper truck full of tyres, rubble and guttering, 
which was dumped in the field. The truck was then filled with the stolen property, 
which is believed to have been taken for scrap metal. 

Appeal For Witnesses: At about 9am on Sunday 2nd July, a 16-year-old boy was                
travelling on his scooter along Old Road into the village of Clapham. Just prior to             
entering the village the child was struck by a silver or grey coloured Vauxhall Corsa 
leaving the village and travelling in the opposite direction towards Ingleton. Although 
the child was thrown over the bonnet of the vehicle, sustaining leg injuries, the driver 
failed to stop. North Yorkshire Police is appealing for witnesses to the collision or                
information as to the identity of the driver. 

Sextortion: We have had a few cases of this very specific kind of cyber-crime (webcam 
blackmail) locally and it seems to be mainly younger males who are getting duped into 
performing sexual acts in front of their web-camera. These are then recorded by                  
criminals and used to extort money. Remember that what goes on the Internet stays on 
the Internet forever. If you need support or advice about this please contact the police, 
and find out more on 

https://northyorkshire.police.uk/staying-safe/safer-online/sextortion 

Special Constables: Looking for a volunteering challenge that is interesting, exciting and 
helps people? North Yorkshire Police are currently recruiting Special Constables. We are 
looking for resilient people with a real passion for serving the public. Effective communi-
cation skills and strong work ethics are vital attributes and you must be able to commit 
your spare time to the intensive training period, as well as giving up 16 hours each 
month. Please apply between 3rd July and 18th August and see                                                
northyorkshire.police.uk/specials for more details. 

Contact Information: 

1 Ring 999 in emergency or to report a crime in progress 

2 Ring 101 to report incidents or provide information 

3 Ring Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111 if you want to remain anonymous 

4 E-mail barbara.parsons@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 

5 E-mail SNACraven@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk   
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July’s Town Council   

By Howard Matthew 

Bentham A Dementia Friendly 
Town 
Gaynor Brown, Development Officer for 
Craven Dementia Communities sent 
apologies for not attending a 7.15pm 
scheduled presentation.  She did leave a 
message that a meeting would be held at 
10.30am on Tuesday 18th July at Bentham 
Station regarding making Bentham a 
Dementia  Friendly Town which was open 
to anyone having an interest in this area. 

The Formal Council Meeting 
Began At 7.30pm 
In Attendance were Councillors: Adams 
(Chairman), Swales (Vice Chairman), 
Bridgeman, Faraday, Marshall, Pritchard, 
Stannard, Taylor,  Townson and Vendy.  
Apologies Cllr Handford. 

Comment And Concerns 
A member of the public had concerns about 
the delay of a planning application.                  
Cllr Adams referred him to District 
Councillor Ian Thompson who was present 
at the meeting and offered to pursue it on 
his behalf.  

District  And County Councillor 
Reports:   
Cllr Brockbank reported on the new 
Library, now housed at Pioneer Projects on 
King Street and noted that here had been a 
marked increase in use and new members.  
However she was concerned that the ‘finger 
post’ signs were now pointing in the wrong 
direction.  Cllr Adams said that this was not 
a big problem, as the angles on the posts 
could easily be changed.  There was some 
concern however that Town maps would no 
longer show the correct location.  

She also reported that the Local Plan was 
now out for consultation and encouraged 
everyone to take part. (Details are on the 
Craven District Council website (http://
www.cravendc.gov.uk/newlocalplan)  

Cllr Thompson provided a Police Report.  
He made it clear that Craven was still the 
safest area in North Yorkshire. Although 
there had been an increase in violence and 

sexual offences, drug problems had 
reduced. Another mobile speed detector 
van has been introduced in the area. 

A new pilot scheme is being introduced 
which is based on shared ownership. Part of 
the house would be owned by the council   
and the rest by the tenant.   This was aimed 
to give families a first step on the housing 
ladder.   

County Councillor Ireton also mentioned 
the library and its success.  (The formal 
launch was held on Saturday 15th July).           
See picture page 47. 

Alterations To The Rose Gardens – 
Low Bentham   
A proposal had been made to convert the 
Rose Garden into a car park, which 
residents would pay to rent a space.                   
The general opinion was that residents 
should first be asked if they would agree to 
this.   Charging may be an issue, but it was 
felt a free car park would only encourage 
long stay by particular individuals and the 
parking situation would not be improved.         
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Craven Concerns 
By District Councillor Ian Thompson 

E-mail: Cllr.ithompson@cravendc.gov.uk 

Tel: 015242-62472 

Do we need affordable housing ? 

The reply to that question is often “Yes, 

but not here”. Most of us recognise that 

more housing is needed but we don’t like 

the changes it brings.  

We hear that young families cannot 

afford to stay where they grew up because 

houses are too expensive. Then we see our 

village schools close because there aren’t 

enough children in the area.  

Now there is an opportunity to do                    

something about it. The Community Led 

Housing scheme helps to finance affordable 

housing, if a local organisation leads the 

project. The type of housing provided and 

whether it will be to rent or buy, is decided 

by local people to meet the need that they 

identify. 

Craven District Council has been                     

allocated a share of the national fund and 

will use it to support local groups who want 

to provide affordable housing for their             

community. If you think we need affordable 

housing and if you are willing to get                  

involved to make it happen then please               

contact either Ian Thompson or                           

Linda Brockbank to find out more. 

Fancy A Flyer? 

Send your flyer hand delivered to  
Bentham residents in the BN for  

impact advertising. 
 We also deliver to central points in 

outlying villages and towns. 
 

A5 or folded A4 flyer inserts.   
£150 commercial and £75 charity. 

 
Email info@thebenthamnews.co.uk  

or ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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What’s Up At Central Buildings? 
By Pam Woof 
 

Fabric Sales 

Some readers may not be aware of a specialist fabric shop on the first floor of Central 
Buildings! Tucked away above Bentham Imaging is Pennine Outdoor, a company that 
has been serving a niche market of outdoor enthusiasts, designers and home sewers over 
the years.   These days most of the trade comes through the website with customers from 
all over the world but customers are also welcome to visit the shop on week days.   

Tel: 015242 63377. 

Christine Grieve has now taken over the business of fabric and haberdashery sales 
under the slightly new name Pennine Outdoor Fabrics Ltd.  Some of you will already 
know that Christine runs Temptations Craft Boutique, on the Main Street in Bentham 
and so brings a wealth of knowledge with her.  

I would like to thank all my staff and customers for their support over the years and     
I am delighted to say that Debbie and Lynda will continue to work for the business             
under the new management.   

 

Embroidery Continues! 

For those who come to me for the Embroidery Service, please be assured I will still be 
there! The new name is “Pennine Embroidery and Sewing” but I am still offering the 
same services as before from the same workshop in Central Buildings. 

Tel: 015242 62001. 
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Events in August 
Town Hall Codes: TB Ballroom LH Lower 
Hall WR Wenningdale Room  Others:  

PP Pioneer Projects LW Looking Well 

  
Tues 1st PP, Looking Well, 10.30am, 
 Looking Well Tuesday Café and Art 
 Activities. Community Lunch at 
 1pm with Soup. And every Tues. 
 Creative Writers Group, 11.30-1pm. 
 And every Tues. 
 Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Craft 
 Club. And every Tues. WR. 
 6.30-9pm, Slimming World. And 
 every Tues. LH. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Office 
 Open. And every Tues. 
 Settle Town Trail, Photographic 
 Group, 1-22 August. See page 29. 
Wed 2nd PP, Looking Well, 2-4pm, Art for 
 All Art Group. And every Wed. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon. Post 
 Office Services. And every Wed. 
 11.30am-2.15pm, Community Link 
 Café. And every Wed. 

  Methodist Church, 10-11.30am,                                            
Coffee  Morning. Donations to 

 local charities. And every Wed.   
Thurs 3rd Town Hall, 7-8pm, TNT Fitness, 
 Boxercise.  And every Thurs.  TB 
 7-10pm, High Bentham WI. LH 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon, 
 Bat’N’Chat.  And every Thurs. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 
 Welcome-In. Dominoes and tea for 
 all ages, for transport contact 
 Anthony 63156.  
Fri 4th PP, Looking Well, 10.30am-1pm, 
 Art Skills Development for details  
 tel 62672.  
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Fri. 
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Gerald’s Journeys - Gerald 
 Townson. 
Sat 5th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, NSPCC 
 Coffee Morning  
 Methodist Church, 7.30pm, visit of  
 SIMPLE FAITH, gospel quarter from 
 Northern Ireland. All welcome. 

 
Mon 7th PP, Lairgill Car Park, meet 
 9.20am, Walks for Women. And 14th 
 & 21st. 
 PP, Looking Well, 10.15am-12.15pm, 
 Making Art for those with Memory 
 Loss. Tel. 62672 for details.  
 Town Hall, 1-3pm, N Y Horizons. 
 Not 28th. WR.  
 7-8pm, TNT Fitness,  Boxercise. And 
 every Mon. (28th?) TB.  
 NO COUNCIL MEETING THIS 
 MONTH 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Office Open. And every Mon. not 
 bank holidays 
 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Mon. Not bank 
 holidays. 
 6.15-7.45pm Tai Chi. And every 
 Mon. 
Tues 8th Footpath, Lawkland/Clapham,  
 8.5 miles, Alan Parker, 61443.  See 
 page 32.  
Fri 11th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, 
  Age Concern. Exercise with Sally 
 Horn. 
Sat 12th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, LASRUG 
 Coffee Morning 
 Vic Inst., 10am-12noon, Book Swap. 
 And every 2nd Sat.  
 Hornby Inst., 7.30pm, 1950s Party 
 Night  Save the Pool Fundraiser.  
 See page 34. 

  

BENTHAM NEWS DEADLINE 
 
Sun 13th Footpath, Rawthey/Howgills,  
 9 miles, Ed & Sue Badley, 62502  
 See page  32. 
Thurs 17th Bentham Primary School, 
 7pm, Low Bentham WI. 
Fri 18th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, 
 Age Concern. Bentham Memories - 
 Wendy Dowbiggin. 
Sat 19th  Town Hall, 10am-12noon,  
 MENCAP Coffee Morning. TB. 
Mon 21st Townhead Court, Settle, 7.30-
 9.30pm, Settle Photographic Group, 
 Visitors welcome £3. Third Mon. 
 in the month. See page 29. 
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 www.settlephotos.org 
Thurs 24th Footpath, Crook o Lune,   
 6 miles, Don Cartledge,  
 64979. See page  32. 
Fri 25th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, 
  Age Concern. Card Bingo. 
Sat 26th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Pet 
 Rescue Coffee Morning 
 Clapham Village Hall, 10am-5pm 
 (Sat 26th-Mon 28th), Settle 
 Photographic Exhibition. 
 See page 29. 
Mon 28th Vic Inst., 10am-2pm,Low 
 Bentham Street Fair. See advert page 
 14. 
Fri 1st September 

  

BENTHAM NEWS PUBLISHED 
 
Sat 2nd September Town Hall, 10am-
 12noon, Church of Good Shepherd 
 Coffee Morning 

 

TAYLORS 
 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 
High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  
9.00am—5.00pm 
Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 

Bentham News now has 32               

pages of colour in which we can 

print colour photographs by 

local people of local events. So 

don’t forget to send them in and 

let us know what your club, 

team, or group is doing! Please 

email your stories and                     

information to: 

 info@thebenthamnews.co.uk 

Don’t forget Bentham News deadline 

date is 12th of August for the September 

edition. 

When sending photos  
to Bentham News  

please send the  
biggest resolution  

photo you can.  

Ideally at a resolution  
of 300 pixels/inch 

Audio Bentham News 

Do you have trouble reading the BN? 

We provide a FREE Audio CD service 

for those who have difficulty with the 

written word. Just call 015242 61515 

or email info@thebenthamnews with 

your name and address. 
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F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 
01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

 

MEL BOOTH 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

07825749631 
 

GENERAL HANDY-
MAN,  

GARDEN MAINTENANCE,   
GREAT RATES. 

       Settle Chimney  
        Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  

Sweeping Service 
Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls,  
Carbon Monoxide Detectors 

Supplied & Fitted. 
National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683 - 
Mob. 07815 285321  

 

REDHEADS COAL  
AND GAS 

 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 
All sizes of Bottled Gas delivered 

 

Kindling, Logs, Wood pellets, Prepacked fuel 
Compost and Gro-Bags 

 

We won’t be beaten on Price,  
Quality and Service 

 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

Tel: 015242 41626 

Learn to Drive with  

Sally Moore 
 

Your local, friendly  

Instructor 
 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 

Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 
Mob: 07768 571407 

 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 
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Bentham Area Refugee 
Support Group 
By Maggie Bruno, Tel: 015242-61616 

davidmaggiebruno@gmail.com 

Enormous thanks to all who supported our 
coffee morning in June. Amazingly, we 
raised over £820, all of which was sent to 
the Red Cross Europe Crisis  Appeal.  

Many people will have seen the 8                 
suitcases which were positioned around 
Bentham to mark refugee week in June. For 
most people this simple interactive art             
project led them to focus on the plight of 
refugees undertaking hazardous journeys 
across the world to find a place of safety in 
which to rebuild their lives. The suitcases 
were filled with rubble symbolising the 
rubble of lives destroyed - and perhaps all 
that remains to them of a few possessions, 
such as the child’s toy and jacket in the 
rucksack outside the school. The blog told 
fuller stories of personal tragedy,                     
displacement and hope, and was visited 
over 500 times. Some people even                  
experienced a little more reality at the 
‘Border Crossing’ between Lancashire and 
Yorkshire, most entering into the                   
experience with good humour and grace. 
For a few folk, the suitcases were upsetting 
– a reminder of recent terror in our own 
country, but this only highlights how those 
fleeing terror on the other side of the world 
are no different from us – we are all in this 
together and we have a responsibility to 
help each other as part of our shared             
humanity. Puzzlingly though, only 3 of the                    
suitcases remained by Thursday; but even 
this disappearance unwittingly seemed to 
mirror the disappearance of thousands of 
unaccompanied children in Europe and the 
unknown numbers of those lost at sea. 
How much easier it is to airbrush away 
problems: out of sight is out of mind. The     
I Welcome photographs in the Looking 
Well tracing refugee history since 1945           
refocused us on the faces and reality of 
lives behind the statistics, as did the film 

‘We cannot go there now, my dear’. 

We have been asked by Ashiana, a 
Sheffield-based organisation, to offer a 
weekend in Bentham to some of the                
asylum seekers they support. Plans are well 
advanced for a much smaller weekend at 
the end of July for 3 families, and again we 
are being wonderfully supported by the 
generosity of local people who offer                  
friendship, time, food, finance and their                   
resources. If you would like to make a             
donation towards our costs, please do get 
in touch. We continue to maintain close 
links with the Red Cross Refugee Services 
in Bradford, and are delighted that one of 
our past Syrian visitors has at last received 
refugee status, after nearly 2 years waiting.  

A final plea – if you have any old                
laptops that you no longer use and are            
willing to donate, Simon in Burton                   
Multi-Media Shop is generously offering to 
clean and renovate them for refugees in 
Bradford. These are especially helpful for 
newly arrived children starting school in 
the UK whose parents have nothing. 

Police Report 
By PC Barbara Parsons 

On 08/07/17 a man from Darfur in Sudan 
was arrested in Ingleton on suspicion of 
being an illegal immigrant. It is believed 
that he travelled from France to Ingleton 
above the axle of a bus. The male stated 
that he had travelled from Sudan, through 
Libya, across to Italy and then into France. 
Immigration are now dealing with him. 
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All joinery work  

Undertaken 
 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 
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The Future of  
Castleberg Hospital 
By Louise Stordy 

Many people in Bentham have fond               
memories of Castleberg Hospital,                    
Giggleswick. It is an NHS hospital with 10 
beds on its Harden Ward providing             
intermediate care and some end-of-life 
services to patients living in our area. It 
closed temporarily on 13th April 2017 and 
now local people are being asked for their 
views in helping to decide the future of the 
hospital and its services. 

The various possibilities seem to be: 
keeping it open, closing it and providing 
care in a different way or building an            
alternative facility. People will be asked to 
share their views in a number of ways          
including an on-line survey or by attending 
one of the drop-in sessions during August 
and September, details of which will be 
advertised shortly. In the meantime, you 
can register your interest by emailing 

engage@awcccg.nhs.uk 

or by completing the form at 

www.airedalewharfedalecravenccg.nhs.
uk/castleberg-hospital/ 

Settle Photography 
By Gill Pinkerton 

Settle Photographic Group Town Trail 
Settle Photographic Group’s Annual Photo 
Trail will be on from 1 - 22 August. About 
80 framed photos will be on display in 
shop windows around Settle, so have fun 
hunting them out whether you’re a visitor 
or a local. Information can be found on our 
website www.settlephotos.org. A list and 
schematic map can be picked up from the 
TIC, Field to Home, Lamberts, Sweet           
Corner, The Corner—Arts and Books.          
(formerly Speight and Watson) or Settle 
Community and Business Hub.  
Settle Photographic Group  

Annual Exhibition 
All the photographs will find their way to 

Clapham Village Hall for the 9th Annual             
Exhibition Bank Holiday weekend                
Saturday 26 August to Monday                  
28th August, 10am-5pm. Entry is free and 
refreshments are available. The                      
Group currently has  members from all 
over the district, from Ingleton to Long 
Preston, from Rathmell to Horton. New 
members are very welcome at our monthly 
meeting.  www.settlephotos.org for details. 

http://www.settlephotos.org
http://www.settlephotos.org
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Bentham Community 
Primary School 
By Mrs C Pearson, Headteacher 

As we approach the end of the 2016/2017 
academic year, I would just like to say thank 
you, on behalf of Bentham Community            
Primary School, to all those members of the 
community, parents, governors, friends, 
volunteers and family for all their continued 
support over the previous year.  Thank you 
also to all those companies and individuals, 
who took both the time and effort to support 
our wonderful wildlife project.  We have 
recently been able to incorporate a Forest 
School within the curriculum, utilising the 
area that we have been developing.  The 
concept of a Forest School within our                
curriculum is very exciting and already           
children from year 6 have thoroughly             
enjoyed their experience of taking the class-
room environment to the great outdoors.   

Also this month, children from our now 
highly acclaimed School Nutrition and             
Action Group travelled with representatives 
from our Eco Group to Harlow Carr                
Gardens in Harrogate to take part in a              
Summer Event, which supported the nation-
ally recognised Food for Life Project.  Whilst 
at Harlow Carr, children were presented 
with a Bronze Soil Association, Food or Life 
Award, together with a Silver Eco Schools 
award.  Members of SNAG are now both 
eagerly and enthusiastically working              
towards achieving a Silver Award on behalf 
of the school and endorsing the message that 
‘we eat, cook and grow fresh, healthy food’ 
throughout the school community. 

On the evening of Friday 16th June 2017, 
children in Key Stage 2 were all invited to 
take part in a sleepover. Funds raised from 
this activity have all gone towards                   
purchasing additional equipment to support 
cooking activities throughout the school.  
Children thoroughly enjoyed themselves 
and made the most of the rare, wonderful 
Summer evening!   

This time of year can be particularly             
worrying for children as they move                

forwards in their educational career.  As a 
school we always endeavour to make any 
transition both as smooth and as stress free 
as is possible.  On Thursday 6th July chil-
dren took part in a carefully planned transi-
tion day where they had the opportunity to 
experience their new classroom environment 
and teacher.  We are very lucky to be in a 
position of welcoming two new members of 
teaching staff at the school as from                      
September 2017.  Mrs Laura Hodgson and 
Miss Sarah Richardson are both very                
experienced individuals and, as well as 
teaching, will  also be responsible for leading 
both EYFS/KS1 and KS2 teams.  At this 
point, can we just wish children in our               
current Class 5 the very best of luck as they 
enter the second phase of their education, 
albeit at Settle College or the Queen                
Elizabeth School.   

During the week commencing 17th July 
children in Class 5 took part in a residential 
visit to Whitby, where they enjoyed taking 
part in various activities, including Body-
Boarding, a Vampire Trail and a visit to the 
Scarborough Sea Life Centre. Also a final 
opportunity to cement their friendship 
bonds before moving on to other schools. 

As I am sure many readers will be aware, 
school once again hosted a Countryside           
Festival on Saturday 24th June 2017.  This 
was, as promised, even bigger and better 
than the previous year’s Festival.  A massive 
thank you to the Friends of Bentham School 
for all their continued hard-work and fund-
raising.  As a result of FOBS’s continued 
efforts, the group have recently been able to 
provide an absolutely wonderful Gazebo for 
children of all ages to enjoy in the school’s 
playground.   

Finally, if you are interested in a place for 
your child at our school, including our             
Ofsted ‘Outstanding’ Early Years provision, 
then please do not hesitate to get in touch on 
015242 61412;  alternatively, visit the school’s 
website  www.benthamcpschool.org.uk or       
e-mail admin@bentham.n-yorks.sch.uk.  We 
sincerely hope that everyone has a safe and 
enjoyable Summer Holidays.  See you in 
September! 



32  

 

Walks in August 
By Kate Rowe 
I've been thinking about how there are 
different ways to enjoy a walk. Some 
like walking round shops and a lot of miles 
can be covered without realising it! I have 
really enjoyed walking round some open 
gardens this summer. Settle Open Gardens 
had a lovely variety of gardens from quite 
small to very large, but whatever the size 
they all gave something of interest to look 
at. Whilst stopping for a break at 
Langcliffe, and enjoying a drink and cake 
in the village hall, I decided to visit the 
churchyard as it had been recommended to 
me. I bumped into the gentleman largely 
responsible for making a wonderful garden 
there. It really is worth a look. 

All walks leave Lairgill at 9.30am. 
Our first on Tuesday 8th is about 9 

miles, with a shorter version possible. 
Starting from Rawthey bridge on the                
Sedburgh/Kirkby Stephen road, the route 
goes up the SW side of the Rawthey valley 
as far as Rawthey Gill Quarry where we 
cross the stream. It then goes back through 
Uldale and along the unfenced road to 
cross the A683 and climbs up to                       
Murthwaite, then north up above Windale 
to Adamthwaite where it turns south 
along the ridge on the other side of the 
valley to Narthwaite. Here we drop down 
into the Rawthey valley again and walk by 
the north side of the river back to the 
bridge. About half way round we are near 

the cars, so anyone wanting a 4/5 
mile walk could just do the first 
half. 
On Sunday 13th we have an 8.5 
mile walk starting from Clapham 

and crossing fields to Austwick. We cross 
the A65 at Owlet Hall, and go over Lawk-
land Moss to Eldroth. Turning right we 
pass under the railway bridge and head to 
Holm House then Low Birks above Coppy 
House, dropping down to the new lodges. 
We cross Clapham Moor to Crina Bottom 
using stepping stones across the stream 
and return to Clapham. 

Please note there is a change from the 
advertised walk on Thursday 24th due to 
the Lune valley footpath being still partly 
closed near the Crook o Lune. It now starts 
from Aughton village car park and goes 
via Swarthdale and Addington towards 
Halton Park, returning through the three 
Highfields to the start point. The walk is 
about 6 miles. 

Bentham News is published at New House, Mewith Lane, Bentham, by a voluntary                
editorial committee consisting of Shirley Brown, Kathleen Kelly, Ros Lloyd,                   
Howard Matthew, Anne Preston, Jane Proctor, Richard Wallace, Pam Woof, and             
Denise Henshaw—co-ordinator, who can be contacted on 015242 61515.                                
Emma Greenep works alongside Denise administering the advertising side of the             
paper and can be reached on ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk. Every effort is made to             
ensure that information contained in the paper is correct, however, Bentham News is 
an open access paper and views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of 
the editorial committee. The committee reserves the right to edit contributions. We are 
willing to withhold names on request, but names, addresses and telephone numbers 
must accompany  all  items  for publication. Please hand in to Emma’s Hair and Beauty 
in the Main Street or email to:- info@thebenthamnews.co.uk    

Copy deadline is 12th August for the September edition. Please note we cannot 
guarantee the inclusion of any articles after this date. We aim to acknowledge all 
emails, if you do not receive a reply to an email, please contact us again, as it may not 
have been  received. 
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Bentham Beagles 10k Run 
By Nick Armstrong, photo by Richard Bayley 

Sunday 9th July saw the 6th annual Bentham 10k Road Race which is hosted by Bentham 
Beagles Running Club. On a perfect day for running 117 competitors took part. The route 
takes runners on an undulating route from the Playing Fields in High Bentham down to 
the Punchbowl in Low Bentham then up to Mewith Lane along past Green Smithy and 
then down Lanefoot to finish back at the Playing Fields.  

This year’s race was highly competitive with the first 5 finishers all breaking the           
previous course record. The winner of the race and new course record holder in a time of 
35:13 was David Fulford of Hoad Hill Harriers. The first lady back was Ann Marie 
Bulcock from Skipton AC in a time of 43:49. The first Bentham Beagles runners were 
Mike Pauley for the men 40:49 and Sarah Ingram for the ladies 50:15.  

A big thank you to all our volunteers and marshals without whom the event wouldn't 
be such a success. Also thank you to residents that came out and cheered runners on, we 
had quite a few comments from runners of how impressed they were by the friendly           
encouragement they received along the route. Next year’s race will be on Sunday 8th July 
2018, so plenty of time to get training! To keep up to date with news of the race please 
visit the Running Club website or follow the race page on Facebook.  
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Save Hornby Pool 

By Roger Carter Tel: 015242-22283,  

Lune Valley Community Society 

The pool is currently closed but 
‘mothballed’ and given the green light 
could be very quickly brought back into 
use. The campaign to save it goes from 
strength to strength. We have submitted 
our bid to take the pool into                      
community ownership but now 
must wait on Council                            
deliberations, probably about 2 
months. We are promised that 
nothing will happen until our             
application has been processed 
and a decision reached. We are, of 
course, chasing this but in the 
meantime we continue to seek 
share pledges to demonstrate 
strength of feeling and support 
throughout the valley. General 
fund raising activities continue, so 
thank you all for your help to save 
this essential Hornby asset for our 
families. For further details, please 
contact:     lunevalleycs@gmail.com  

or telephone 01524-805666. 

Look forward to seeing you all 
at the 1950s Party night fundraiser 
on Saturday 12th August. Join us 
for a night of nostalgia and fun 
with vintage live rock & roll pop 
music by The Jetsons. Retro-
repertoire celebrates the great            
classic British rock pioneers                 
including Billy Fury, Cliff Richard, 
Johnny Kidd, Adam Faith and 

Marty Wilde, along with popular hits by US            
rockers such as Chuck Berry, Eddie 
Cochrane, Ricky Nelson and Elvis. And so 
much more…. 

Enjoy the party: Dreamboats and                 
Petticoats! Sit back, sing along or let your 
hair down and dance to this lively music 
from the good old days at the Institute and 
support the campaign for the Hornby Pool.  

Fancy A Flyer? 

Send your flyer hand delivered to Bentham residents in the BN  
for  impact advertising.  

We also deliver copies to central points in adjoining villages and towns. 
A5 or folded A4 flyer inserts.  £150 commercial and £75 charity 

Email info@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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Thank You From Jordan 
By Rachel Close 

Jordan Eyles would like to thank Settle 
swimming pool and all the staff for their 
help and support up to and during his 5K 
sponsored swim for Cancer Research UK. 

Also Thanks to Jill Robinson and Cath 
Tazzyman for all their help in training and 
on the day. Thanks also to Max                        
Robertshaw, Conner Unsworth, Georgia 
Tazzyman and Rebecca Eyles for being 
sponsor swimmers, and to everyone who 
came to cheer Jordan on. 

Last but not least, thanks to all the kind 
people for sponsoring Jordan for such a 
good cause. We are pleased to say Jordan 
raised a grand total of £968.18. 

 
 

 

Springfield Bowling Club 
Win The Home Guard Cup 
By Helen Cross – Club Secretary 

In 1941 Mrs T R Buckworth presented The 
Home Guard Cup for shooting                          
competitions between Ingleton and                 
Bentham Home Guard regiments. In 1982 
the trophy became used for Crown Green 
Bowling competitions and has since been 
played for annually between teams                
representing Ingleton, Bentham, Burton-in-
Lonsdale and Austwick. Each team consists 
of three mixed pairs, and they have to play 
three games to 21. The winning team is the 
one with the most points at the completion 
of 18 games. On June 10th this year it was 
the turn of Springfield Bowling Club in 
Bentham to host the competition. Despite 
the awful weather (heavy rain), the players 
braved the elements and it was down to the 
last couple of games to see which team 
would triumph. The sun decided to come 
out as Bentham C played Austwick C in the 
final game, which they won by 21- 9. When 
all the points were added together,                   
Bentham were the winners with 166 points 
and Ingleborough came second with 162 
points. A big thank you from the                   
Committee of Springfield Club to all those 
who helped make the event so successful 
with marking, measuring, and catering on 

the 
day.  

l to r: Tom Davies, Helen Cross, Clifford Park, Ruth Parker, Audrey Shannon and Andrew Cross. 
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By Sandra Silk 

Whether you fancy lacing up your boots 
and heading for the hills, or getting to grips 
with greenwood working, Festival                   
Bowland's summer events programme has 
something for everyone. Why not join the 
Friends of Garstang Walking Festival for 
their Summer Fells hike to Clougha Pike on 
Sunday 30th July and enjoy fresh air and 
panoramic views? Or check out the Gruffalo 
Walk at Beacon Fell with the country park's 
Friends group on Wednesday 2nd August, 
but beware, this popular event can book up 
quickly. On Sunday 13th August, discover 
the history, wildlife and landscape of Lanca-
shire's largest reservoir, Stocks, on a guided 
walk with United Utilities. This event has 
been timed to link up with the 10:10                
Bowland Explorer bus service from                  
Bentham. Pop over to Pendleside for a            
storytelling adventure on Friday 18th when 

Sue Allonby will lead a fun walk from             
Barley up and around Aitken Wood               
sculpture trail. Great for families with             
children of four years and over. Join the 
North West Fungus Group for a fungal           
foray in Gisburn Forest on Saturday 19th 
August and then round off the month with 
a Ribble Valley Ramble followed by a meal 
at the Spread Eagle, Sawley, on August 
Bank Holiday Monday. 

Most Festival Bowland events, although 
not all, need to be pre-booked. Full details 
and booking information can be found at 
www.forestofbowland.com/Festival-
Bowland-Events or by telephoning the            
Forest of Bowland on 01200-448000, or 
emailing sandra.silk@lancashire.gov.uk 
Further information about the summer           
Sunday Bowland Explorer bus service is 
available at www.forestofbowland.com/
Bowland-Explorer  

Owl sculpture, one of 15 dotted throughout Aitken Wood on the sculpture trail 

Plan Ahead For Summer With Festival Bowland 
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Cupcakes Provide Focus 
For Dementia Awareness 
Event At Lancaster Station 

By Gerald Townson, CRP chairman 

Thursday 15th June was Cupcake Day in 
aid of dementia awareness, an initiative 
from the Alzheimer’s Society.  The Leeds-
Morecambe Community Rail Partnership 
(CRP) marked the event with a cupcake and 
information stall at Lancaster station, a           
major destination on the Bentham Line. 
Catherine Huddleston, the CRP Officer, had 
persuaded people from a variety of places 
as far away as Bentham and Blackburn to 
make cakes for the day. They were eagerly 
taken up by the waiting passengers and 
helped to raise £91 in donations for the            
Alzheimer’s Society. Ian Davis of the                
Association of Community Rail                           
Partnerships (ACoRP) at Huddersfield said,  
“We are grateful to our colleagues at Virgin 
Trains, who manage Lancaster Station, for 
allowing us to set up our stall and for               
offering a very warm welcome.” 

The event was about raising awareness 
of dementia and promoting the fact that the 
CRP is currently involved in a project to 
make the Bentham Line dementia friendly.         

 

This event epitomises the essence of                 
community rail – being involved in projects 
which benefit all. As well as offering                
information about our dementia project, we 
have been able to promote our role in the 
new ‘Scenic Rail Britain’ campaign recently 
launched by ACoRP.  The Bentham Line 
passes through some spectacular scenery on 
its trans-pennine journey from Leeds to 
Morecambe and has a positive role to play 
in helping those with dementia recall             
enjoyable journeys and visits from their 
past. 

Rod Tickner, a co-founder of Dementia 
Friendly Keighley and vice chairman of the 
CRP, said “We are looking for the whole of 
the Bentham Line to become dementia                 
friendly and initially three contrasting            
stations have been identified to spearhead 
the initiative; namely, Keighley, Bentham 

and Morecambe. As 
well as being             
different in size 
with different levels 
of staffing and            
the numbers of                   
passengers, each 
station has unique               
challenges for those 
passengers with 
dementia.” 

 

Photo shows Ian          

Davis (ACoRP), Rod 

Tickner (CRP) and 

Catherine Huddleston 

(CRP Officer) 
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MARK WATSON 
HOME & GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 
 

 
Gardening 

and landscaping services,  
mowing, strimming. Hedge cutting, fencing, 

paving, turfing and power washing.  
Loft insulating and pointing. 

 
Estimates given, no VAT. 

07759680938   07759680943 
015242 62038 

 

COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 
MOB 07765 882579 

LOGS LOGS LOGS 
Kiln Dried Firewood 

Seasoned Logs, Bags or Loads 
Cash and Carry  
Pick up Point 

 

Bentham Road, Ingleton 
 

Call David on:  015242 41521 
Mobile: 07713055404 

Leonard Tyrer & Son Ltd 

Joiners 
Established 1954 

 

All types of joinery work  

undertaken 
 

Grove Hill, Station Road, Bentham 

Tel 015242 62333 

07780788339 

www.tyrersjoinery.co.uk 

Your Advert  
In Colour 

 

From just £20, why not 
make your advert  

stand out? 
Email ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 

for more information  
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Wendy Dowbiggin Retires From The Governing Body Of 
High Bentham County Primary School 
By Helen Jarvis 

A splendid, and well-attended, party was held at The Horse and Farrier on Friday 14th 
July in Bentham. This was to mark the retirement from the Board of Bentham Primary 
School Governors of Wendy Dowbiggin, a very long standing member who has served 
the children of Bentham in this capacity for over thirty years. 

“Wendy has served as Chair, Vice Chair and on many committees over the years. In 
fact, when we asked North Yorkshire’s Governor Service just how long Wendy had been 
a governor, they couldn’t tell us exactly as their records didn’t go back that far! She has 
been a constant source of stability and wisdom and will be greatly missed.” 

Catherine Boocock, recently retired Headteacher, spoke complimenting Wendy on her 
hard work, her willingness to undertake difficult tasks, her knowledge of the local area, 
her kindness and the love she showed for the children and young people in Bentham.  

Councillor David Ireton also thanked Wendy, remembering that on the day the long 
awaited ‘new’ school was opened she was the proudest person there as she had                
contributed so much in the battle to get it built. 

Wendy herself made a speech of thanks in which she said that although she was sad to 
be leaving the Governing Body she felt it was the right time. She was very happy to              
announce that she would still be going into school regularly to support children and staff 
in Class Three. 

Photo shows l to r: Catherine Boocock (recently retired Head), David Johnson (retired Head),             

Wendy Dowbiggin and Claire Pearson (Present Head) 
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Bentham  

Agricultural 
Show 
By Janet Lawson 

This year the show will be 
held on Saturday 2nd            
September in the auction 
mart, by kind permission of 
the mart directors. Show 
schedules are now available 
in many local shops,               
including the Spar and          
Tourist Information, so 
please pick one up. Entries 
for most classes close on Monday 21st               
August. The dog companion show, 
with novelty classes, will start at 
12noon with entries taken on the day. 
We welcome Stephen Dennis as our 
President. Stephen has been an               
auctioneer at Bentham Auction Mart 
for around 35 years. There will be lots 
to see and do, including the local fire 
engine, vintage machinery and an           
array of trade stands and craft stalls. 

    We hope to see you all there and 
bring the sunshine with you! 

    Any queries please contact Janet Lawson               
(Show Secretary) on  015242 41315 or  email:                                                 

benthamshow@hotmail.com 

Pictures from last year’s show by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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INTERCOUNTY                                        

DRIVING SCHOOL                                               

VAL KAY                                                      
THEORY TRAINING                                

AVAILABLE                                                 

015242 62794                                        
e-mail: 

val@bentham999.wanadoo.co.uk 

The PuncThe Punch Bowlh Bo 

Low Bentham 
 

Real Fire Real Food Real Ale 
 

Dishes made from fresh produce, locally sourced 
 

Dogs & Muddy Boots welcome 
 

Open all day from noon Tues –Sun 
 

Food served Tues-Sat 12-2 & 6-8.30 

Sunday -Traditional Roasts & full menu served 

all day to 8.30pm 
 

  Booking not essential but advisable 
at peak holiday times 

Tel 015242 61344 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

www.thepunchbowlbentham.co.uk 
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Your memories by Leah 
Video/Photo Preservation, 

Editing and Filming Service 
Please get in touch to discuss your  
requirements 
leah@memorabeleah.co.uk 

015242 62939 or  
07884208950  
 
www.memorabeleah.co.uk 

Age Concern In June 
By Olive Calverley 

Jean Gathergood welcomed visitors and 
members to Age Concern Bentham’s AGM 
in the Methodist Church on 30th June. The 
2016 Minutes were presented, accepted and 
signed. Visitors were County Councillor 
David Ireton, District Councillor Linda 
Brockbank, Town Councillor Marion 
Swales and Sara Robinson representing 
Age UK Settle. We were told that seven 
new members had joined during the year. 
Liz Tonge, Chair, gave a review of the past 
year, in which, after much thought and 
reorganisation needed because of grant 
cuts, it was decided to manage without an 
organiser. The efforts of the Committee 
meant that Age Concern is surviving,                
offering a welcome, friendship and a varied 
programme and several outings. Also             
special events were arranged at Christmas, 
Easter and in the summer. Hazel Kennell, 
Treasurer, presented the audited accounts, 
which were accepted ands signed.                   
Members were thanked for contributing 
£564 to help with bus insurance. Coffee 
mornings, raffles and a generous donation 
of £1,532 from the Co-op Community              
Programme have helped to cover annual 
costs. David Hodgson was thanked for his 
valued help at holiday times. Janet                   
Plummer, Transport Manager, thanked 
drivers and escorts for their contribution to 
the smooth running of the transport, and 
said there had been several new drivers 
and escorts this year. 

Changes have occurred on the                      
committee. Mary Hartley, Hazel Kennell 
and Mary Brougham are standing down. 
Michael Howard, Judith Harrison and             
Margaret Hayton (member rep) have 
joined. Committee members are: Liz Tonge 
(Chair), Jean Gathergood (Vice Chair), Sue                       
Pilkington (Secretary), Penny Kitchen 
(Treasurer), Janet Plummer, Sue Park,             
Michael Marshall, Michael Howard, Judith 
Harrison, Sue Halsall and David Hodgson. 

Presentations and thanks for faithful 

service were made to Mary Hartley by           
Martha Bainbridge, and to Hazel Kennell 
by Jean Gathergood. Councillors Ireton and 
Brockbank thanked everyone and offered 
financial help when available. Olive                 
Calverley gave a vote of thanks, in rhyme, 
and the meeting ended with refreshments. 

 

 

Don’t forget the BN deadline date is 
12th of August for the September  
edition. 

mailto:leah@memorabeleah.co.uk
http://www.memorabeleah.co.uk
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Library Launch 
By John Frankland 

A community came together to celebrate an exciting new chapter in the story of Bentham 
library on Saturday, 15 July, with its official launch in new premises. 

Bentham became a community-managed library in April and it moved into its new 
home in May thanks to a partnership between Pioneer Projects, volunteer group the 
Friends of Bentham Library and North Yorkshire County Council’s library service and 
Stronger Communities team. 

 Novelist Leah Fleming, who lives locally and is a supporter of the library, officially 
opened the new premises with Cllr. Helen Swiers, Chair of NYCC. Lots of people 
dropped in to explore the new building and enjoy tea, coffee and cake. The launch              
coincided with the start of this year’s libraries’ summer reading challenge, so there was 
face painting and children’s activities on the theme of the challenge, Animal Agents 
which continues throughout the summer holidays. 

 

Standing: Margaret Pick (consort of NYCC Chair), Julie Blaisdale (Assistant Director (Library, 
Customer & Community Services, NYCC)), Mike Redfern (Chair of Trustees, Pioneers Projects, 
(Celebratory Arts) Ltd) Kathleen Kelly (Volunteer), Janice Toft (Volunteer) Cllr. David Ireton, 
(NYCC) Cllr. Linda Brockbank (CDC and Chair of Friends of Bentham Library), Lynda Graveson 
(Operations Manager, Pioneer Projects), John Frankland (Outreach Librarian, NYCC) and Sue 
Vasey (Interim Director Pioneer Projects (Celebratory Arts) Ltd) Sitting and cutting the ribbon: 
Author Leah Fleming and Cllr Helen Swiers (Chair, NYCC.). 

 
Photo by Richard Jemison  
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Important News :  
This Year’s Flu Vaccination 
Campaign 
By Jonathan Scott, Practice Manager,  

Bentham Medical Practice 

Influenza is a highly infectious respiratory 
illness which is extremely debilitating and 
can cause death, particularly in at risk 
groups.  That is why it is so important for 
those at risk to have the annual                  
vaccination to protect themselves and to 
lessen the possibility of passing the virus on 
to others. 

This year there has been a major                 
development in the nature of the flu                  
vaccination.  There are different types of flu 
virus.  People who get flu mainly get it from 

either one of 2 strains of A type virus or one 
of two strains of B type virus.  In previous 
years the formulation of vaccine has               
protected against the 2 most  common A 
types but only one of the B type.  This is 
known as a trivalent vaccine.  The World 
Health Organisation (WHO) has had to 
predict which type of B strain will be the 
most common in the coming year.  SOME-
TIMES THEY HAVE GOT IT WRONG!  
This year, Bentham Medical Practice has 
procured Quadrivalent vaccine. This              
protects against the two main A strains 
AND the two main B strains.  Not all                
providers of the vaccine will have this new 
formulation.  Many will have the old                
trivalent type.  Having this vaccination will 
give you 25% less protection against                
influenza. 

We will be beginning our vaccination 
campaign at the beginning of October and 
there will be plenty of advance information 
on when and where the clinics will be held.  
If you do decide to get your vaccination 
elsewhere make sure that the provider has 
the new type of vaccine. 

Fancy A Flyer? 

Send your flyer hand delivered to  
Bentham residents in the BN for impact  
advertising. We also deliver to central  
points in outlying villages and towns. 

 
A5 or folded A4 flyer inserts.   

£150 commercial and £75 charity. 
 

Email info@thebenthamnews.co.uk or 
ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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