
     

 

50P  DONATION APPRECIATED 

Celebrating 
Bentham Show 
Sheila Mason from 

Keasden Head with four 

month old Matilda, her 

Pedigree British Blue           

calf, who was reserve                   

champion overall. 

Photos by Jon Brook of 

Bentham Imaging.   
 

More photos on pages 2, 3 

and 48.  
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Imaginary 

animals made 

from fruit and 

vegetables  

photos  

by Peter  

Rollinson 
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Top left  
clockwise: Josie 
Towers from 
Camp House 
Farm, Farleton 
with her            
champion 
gimmer  
Charolais 
lamb; Looking 
at walking 
sticks, Shirley 
Hinde, Jen 
Stuiver and 
Caroline 
Stuiver; Low 

Bentham WI second prize depicting 
the decade of the 1970s, Sylvia            
Brennand and Christine Jennings; 
Nervous dog ‘Rhum’, owner Gayle 
Denny, Low Bentham; Bill Heywood 
from Bentham with his first prize 
Classic Car Rover 12 1936 model;  
Churches Together Father Frank, 
Rosie Russell-Cohen, Rev Anne           
Russell with their ‘lost sheep’ pom-
poms; Alan Harker from Bendgate 
Farm, Long Preston with his            
champion female texel born 2016. 
Photos by Jon Brook of  
Bentham Imaging. 
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Robert Ernest Webb 
15th October 1925 - 8th August 2017 
By Rev’d Mabel Parr 

Bob was born in London in 1925 during the recession 
and through very unfortunate circumstances became an 
orphan. He was moved around the country to             
various orphanages before being finally taken in by a 
milkman and his family. Bob helped to deliver the milk, 
which in those days involved taking the milk in churns 
on a horse and cart and ladling the milk into the custom-
ers’ jugs. In his spare time he used to stand outside a 
watchmaker’s shop, fascinated by the work being done 
on watches and clocks. Eventually the watchmaker           
invited Bob into the shop to learn the skill and Bob            
became very proficient at repairing watches and clocks 
for many years, until his eyesight became too poor. 

He worked for over two decades at Angus’s in High Bentham, travelling to work on 
his beloved 150cc James motorcycle—he spent many happy hours maintaining                    
motorcycles. Bob was very versatile - he also worked in holiday homes, hotels including 
the Savoy and the Bridge Hotel in Ingleton. He worked for a time as a tailor, and also for 
Craven District Council and for a short time in the quarry at Settle. 

He enjoyed helping with the joinery on the boat that his son Chris was building. In his 
spare time Bob played Bingo in Morecambe, bowling at Bentham Bowling Club, and he 
liked to go to Low Bentham Village Hall and join in the singing. He took an active part in 
the Bentham pantomime, for many years appearing at the end of the show to lead a            
rousing rendition of “When You’re Smiling”. Bob was very gregarious, he enjoyed 
chatting to people he knew and passers by in High Bentham when he went shopping.           
He was a very familiar figure, always immaculately dressed, often standing out in his red 
jacket. Despite his unfortunate start in life, Bob made a success of his very full life and 
will be remembered with much love and respect. 

 

James Whitehouse (Jim) 
13th June 1924 - 21st August 2017 
By Sue Jarman 

Jim was born in Withnell, a small village near 
Chorley. At a young age he moved with his               
parents James and Ada (née Foster, a former               
Bentham girl) to Cleveland Square in Bentham.          
He attended Bentham Primary School moving on 
to secondary at Burton-in-Lonsdale. In his youth 
he attended Bentham Methodist Chapel and used 
to pump the organ for Miss Rhodes the organist; in 
return she gave Jim music lessons. On leaving 
school he went to work for Mr and Mrs Capstick at 
Lane House Farm. At the outbreak of war he joined 
the Royal Marines, taking part in the D-Day              
landings on “Juno” beach. He later served in India, 
Burma and Singapore. 
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Returning to Bentham he worked as a loom overlooker known as “tacklers”, at George 
Angus and Co, where he stayed until his retirement. He met his late wife Barbara during 
one of his leave periods from the Marines and they were engaged, but the war and then 
the illness of Jim’s mother and her early death delayed their wedding until 1953.  They set 
up home with Jim’s dad at Mount Pleasant and their first child Susan was born followed 
later by Mark. 

Jim and Barbara were keen dancers and members of Bentham Ballroom Dancing club 
for many years. Jim was also a talented golfer in his younger days. Jim and Barbara              
enjoyed nearly 60 years of married life - 35 of which were spent at “Beverie” in Robin 
Lane. The large garden was their pride and joy. Sadly Barbara passed away in 2012.             
Jim continued to live alone, supported by his children, grandchildren, neighbours and 
friends. 

Jim was a gentle, unpretentious man and a true “Gentleman”. 
 

Billy Stainton  
10th June 1943 - 24th August 2017 Aged 74 
By Debbie Taylor with Rev’d Anne Russell 

Billy was born on 10th June 1943 at 16 Lairgill, High                    
Bentham, second son of Norman and Catherine              
Stainton after Colin and then came Norma and Allan.  

He left school in 1958 and went to work at Close                 
House Farm, then to Todd Hill Farm and soon to Talamite 
(Angus) where he stayed until 1970. During this time he 
met Jeanie and married. The family home became                
Lane Foot Cottage, where Tracy and Debbie were born.  

Billy drove wagons for Bentham Hatcheries and Gibson 
Brothers. This is where he developed the skill of knowing 
where the best farms were for a good brew and a cake.             
He would say when passing a farm: “That was a good 
brew shop!” Tracy and Debbie would go in the wagon with him with their lunch boxes 
with their jam sandwiches that dad had made. 

As the years went by there were many great times spent at Lane Foot with friends and 
family. In 1995 Debbie gave birth to Betsy, Billy’s first granddaughter. From that day 
Betsy was his number one girl. In 1997 Tracy sadly passed away after her battle with           
cancer. With Debs and Betsy by his side this made Billy determined to enjoy life. As soon 
as Betsy could ride a bike they would be off together.  

After Gibsons ceased trading, Billy ended up back at Angus Fire Armour until                   
retirement. During this time, Isobel and Aimie were born and this is when he took on the 
role of chief babysitter. In the course of this role he found every swing and slide, ranging 
from Halton to Barnoldswick. Every day was a fun day with Grandad. Billy also enjoyed 
helping Debs out in the café, sometimes doing more talking to the farmers than washing 
up! Tractor runs became a popular activity with Allan, Tara and family; Billy loved cows 
so on tractor runs he would like seeing them out in the fields, Belted Galloways being his 
favourite.  

Billy made many friends in his life and there is nothing he liked better than a good 
brew and a catch up with friends old and new.  

Thank you to everyone who has supported the family at this difficult time. 
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People Of Bentham 
 

This month we are featuring David Alder. It’s particularly appropriate to find out more 
about David this month, as, fingers and everything else crossed, this should be the month 
that he retires after 25 years of service to Bentham Post Office. 

 
How long have you lived in Bentham and what brought you here? 
I came to Bentham in January 1992 with my then partner, Alison Wilken, to work in the 

post office. We took over from Roy Green who had worked here for 24 years. Bentham 
proved to be a welcoming place in which to live and work. I took the opportunity of moving 
out of Manchester where I was working in Post Office administration as major changes were 
looming. We moved to this area, which we knew and liked, from previous visits.  

 

Tell us something about yourself that people wouldn’t normally know. 
I was born in December 1946 in Westhoughton, near Bolton, and still regard myself as a 

Lancastrian having lived in Lancashire most of my life; and after all Bentham is only 1 mile 
into Yorkshire! I have 3 grownup children and 3 grandchildren who all live in the Blackpool 
area. I was a District Councillor in Darwen for 5 years and stood for election on a number of 
occasions. I was a school governor for many years. I have a partner, Doris, who I met when 
she lived in Low Bentham, but who currently lives in Bangor, County Down, Northern             
Ireland. 

 

If you could travel anywhere, where would you like to go? 
There are so many places in Britain and Europe that I’ve still not seen and I’d like to fill in 

those gaps. I have a brother living in America but have not so far had any great urge to            
travel there. 

 

What does a perfect day look like to you? 
I would like to set my own agenda, visit somewhere interesting by train and meet up 

with friends or family. 
 

 If you could witness any event of the past, present or future, what would it be? 
The ‘event’ that I would like to happen would be for national and social barriers to be 

broken down. I would like there to be more mutual cooperation, more tolerance, nationally 
and internationally. I am very interested in politics, although I have been less active                
politically since the Iraq War. 

 

Are there world events that you remember particularly from when you were growing up? 
The assassinations of President John Kennedy (1963), his brother Bobby Kennedy (1968) 

and Martin Luther-King (1968). The Vietnam War – I went on an anti-war march in London 
in the 1960s. I also remember Enoch Powell’s ‘Rivers of Blood’ speech and taking part in a 
subsequent anti-racist silent vigil. 

 

Is there anyone who has had the most influence on your life? 
I have been fortunate enough to hear some inspirational speakers live, many while I was 

at Oxford University studying History. Impressive were: Bobby Kennedy, Michael Foot, 
Harold Wilson, David Owen, Tariq Ali, Denis Healey, Tony Benn and Isaiah Berlin. Of 
course there was the strong influence of family. My father was a teacher and nurtured in me 
a strong sense of public service and fair play. Both my parents liked music and sport, so I 
grew up interested in both but alas never much good at either! Non-conformist religion was 
important to my family and from this I developed a personal form of ecumenical Christian 
agnosticism. I realise that life is, of course, a long-term learning experience. 

 

If you had an unlimited budget, what investment would you make in Bentham? 
I would invest in better infrastructure – such as more and better buses and trains,                  

pavements and drains! I would retain and enhance our green spaces, keep Main Street vital 
and attractive with a range of shops and better street furniture. I would update and act on 
the wish list in Bentham Development Trust’s ‘Vision 2020’, and provide a museum space 
for the town. 
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What’s the worst job you’ve ever done? 
I am fortunate in that I’ve not had to do any job that I intensely disliked, although I 

have had occasional problems working for people who I don’t respect, and I do find some 
meetings very frustrating! However here my colleagues on the counter and in the sorting 
office have proved very loyal and supportive over the years. 

 

What’s your most treasured possession? 
My full library and archival collections – don’t ask! 
 

How do you relax? 
I listen to music, mainly classical and I read fiction, non-fiction and poetry. I really            

enjoy walking, travelling, landscape and nature, art and architecture. 
 

What did you want to be when you were growing up? 
An engine driver or a cricketer, but when neither of these happened I thought I’d do 

Voluntary Service Overseas, and do ‘something good for mankind’: but I never went, 
although the idealism remained. 

 

Is there a book, film or live event that you’ve particularly enjoyed recently? 
 Live Sport: Although I support Bolton my children support Blackburn so I have 

enjoyed going to some football matches with them.  
 Live Music: I went to 3 concerts on consecutive evenings at the Proms in               
             London a couple of years ago, and that was excellent.  
 Live Cinema: I enjoy classic films and enjoyed ‘The Third Man’ in the  
            Town Hall recently. ‘Cinema Paradiso’ was also a pleasantly sentimental  
             recent experience.  
 

Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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Use It Or Lose It 
By Shirley Brown 

Some of the traders and             
stallholders who are the life-
blood of Bentham’s Main 
Street have been saying how 
quiet the summer has been for 
business. Perhaps because the 
summer weather has been 
disappointing, people have 
gone elsewhere for their              
holidays? Or perhaps this is 
the continuation of a trend 
away from shopping locally? 

Do we want to live in a town with fewer shops? 

Our Auction Mart is            
thriving, and on auction days 
the town is busy. When there 
are special events, like the          
bonfire and fireworks display, 
the gala, Bentham Show or the 
Beer Festival, hundreds of             
people fill the streets. But on 
ordinary days, the streets can 
be too quiet. 

Convenient though some 
people find Internet shopping, 
please let us not fall into the 
trap of taking our Main Street 
for granted. Don’t forget that 
our shops still offer an excellent range of goods, the prices are competitive, the service is 
second to none and that there is an obvious value in being able to walk down to the town 
and see what’s going on and bump into friends and neighbours.  

The surviving market stallholders, Clive, Pat and Kevin, each say that they can only 
continue bringing fresh fish and fruit and vegetables to Bentham if trade picks up. 

So it’s up to us – 
support our local 
traders, shop locally 
and use what we’ve 
got or else we might 
lose it. 

 

 Photos by Peter             
Rollinson of Auction 
Mart sale on Saturday 
9th September.  
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Bentham Bonfire And Firework Show 
By Bentham Bonfire Committee 
This year Bentham’s bonfire and 
firework show will be held on 
Saturday 28th October at                    
Bentham Auction Mart. Music 
and poi swingers will accompany 
the fireworks (produced by Walk 
the Plank Ltd) and there will be 
stalls selling hot food and drinks 
and flashing/glowing toys. Gates 
will open at 6.45pm. 

Bonfire: Please bring suitable 
material to help build the bonfire 
to the Auction Mart on Friday 
27th October (all day) and Saturday 28th October (before 3pm). Please do not use our 
bonfire as an opportunity to dump rubbish that is not flammable. Garden cuttings or 
wood are ideal and pallets are always useful to help give the bonfire some structure but 
PLEASE do not dump tyres, builders’ waste, grass, mattresses, old sofas etc. We are            
unable to collect bonfire material from people’s homes but we will be available at the 
Auction Mart to help you unload your wood/garden waste and build the bonfire.  

Entrance Fees: The entrance fee is £3.50 per adult and £1.50 per child. Tickets will be 
available from Total Wellbeing, Flowerfields, Dalesbred Butchers, Temptations and             
Riverside Caravan Park from the beginning of October. Tickets will also be available at 
the Auction Mart entrance on the night, however buying your ticket in advance avoids 
hold ups. 

Stewards needed: We always need stewards and ticket sellers and would be grateful 
if anyone willing to help would contact Anna Miller (015242-61907) or Lewis Yuill 
(015242-63190) or email benthambonfire@gmail.com or contact us via our Facebook page 
(search for Bentham Bonfire).  

One final mention…Again this year we have raised vital funds from the red donation 
pots found on the counter in some of Bentham’s local businesses. The committee would 
like to thank everyone who has generously donated spare change; it really does make a 
difference to us. We are also indebted to Bentham Auction Mart, Bentham Town                 
Council, Craven District Council and Angus Fire Ltd for their continued support of our 

event.  Photos by Richard Bayley. 
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Behind the Pink 
Blanket 
By Annie Neligan 

On Wednesday 18th October, 
Tina Brocklebank will be            
coming from Skipton as a 
guest of the Bentham Area 
Refugee Group. This is a           
wonderful opportunity for us 
to hear firsthand from                 
someone who volunteered in 
Calais through the grim               
conditions of the refugee camps and their clearance. 

‘In the camp that came to be known as The Jungle in Calais there existed a small wooden                
shelter in amongst hundreds of others – this one fortunate enough to have a tiny log burner and a 
pink blanket hung, nailed to a piece of wood as a door. On regular visits to share hot sweet tea and 
wonderful company, we would hear the rats squeak as they ran away at the sound of our footsteps 
and every now and then we saw one of the family of mice that lived inside the shelter. With the 
mice lived a beautiful Sudanese gentleman called Raouf. He was thoughtful, gracious, articulate 
and considered and had a very mischievous giggle. It was hard to guess his age but we thought he 
was about 50. Rather surprisingly, hung in the corner of his shelter was a smart spotless brown 
suit and underneath hung a white shirt. It was impossible to see this suit without feeling immense 
pangs of sadness. A representation of a hope for a better day, a happier day that warranted the 
effort of looking smart – the hope of a bright future that was so different to the grey present. It 
represented days of the past that were of a different life; where Raouf had a different identity to 
that of a faceless, anonymous refugee. 

My year and a half volunteering in Calais was full of such encounters; engineers, accountants, 
shopkeepers, nurses, professors, students; all stuck in limbo between a life they were forced to 
leave and a life they were waiting to begin’. 

On 18th October I will be sharing some of my stories and photos, the challenges faced, 
the lessons I learnt and an update on what’s happening there now. 

Everyone is welcome to come along and meet Tina at Looking Well on the 18th               
October. 

Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 
Mob: 07768 571407 

 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 



  11  

 

October In The 
Garden 
By Joyce Knapp     
As we move into October 
the pace of work in our 
gardens can finally start to 
ease off, as our              
focus swings from the 
cultivation of crops to their harvest. Those 
of us who are fortunate enough to grow 
fruit trees will probably have finished             
picking our crop of apples, pears and 
plums (mine were very meagre this year 
due to adverse spring weather) and can 
turn our attention to damsons. These fruits 
ripen quite late in the year and their flavour 
is enhanced by being exposed to a light 
frost, so it is worth waiting until October to 
pick them. Damsons may not be quite so 
popular as apples, but I do find there is 
nothing quite like the taste of damson jam 
when spread on a thick slice of buttered 
toast on a cold winter evening. It is worth 
noting here that we may need to remove 
any damaged fruit from the tree and 
around its base in order to reduce the 
spread of disease to next season’s crop. The 
damson tree in my allotment stands amid a 
bed of comfrey, but if we were to grow 
them on grassland, it would be beneficial to 
the tree to keep down the grass around its 
base. This can be done by regular cutting 
or, to reduce the workload, we could apply 
a layer of mulch e.g. a layer of several 
sheets of newspaper that can then be            
covered by either garden compost or last 
year’s leaf mould. My sister, who lives near 
the sea in southern Ireland, also adds a           
layer of seaweed straight from the shore to 
her fruit trees, but, as this is not readily 
available to us, we can sprinkle some            
seaweed meal around the base of each tree 
instead. 

Moving over into the flower garden, we 
can run a cursory eye over the remaining 
plants with a view to cutting back some of 
the straggly growth and reducing the size 
of root ball on any plants that have a                

natural tendency to spread. 
This year, I am going to 
reduce the spread of a          
perennial sweet pea that 
has outgrown its space.        
I will do this by digging up 
the whole root and, after 
cutting back all the top 
growth, I will divide it into 

several smaller pieces. I can then select a 
small, healthy-looking piece of root to             
replant and give away the remaining pieces 
to friends and neighbours. Another task in 
the flower garden is to lift any Dahlias to 
dry and store in a cool, dark place over 
winter and this is often done after the first 
frost has started to kill off their tops. One 
final task for October is to plant bulbs of 
daffodils, crocus etc. so they have time to 
settle in before the              
winter.    
 

Nature Notes 
By David Fisher 

Red Kites, originally            
released in the Harrogate 
area, have made their 
way to these parts. 

Recent rain has been 
good for fishing, with 
salmon and sea trout making their way up 
the river.  However, although there have 
been good numbers of salmon in the Lune, 
the numbers of sea trout are down.  There 
are some biggish brown trout but rainbow 
trout are absent. 

Our cat seems to be catching plenty of 
mice.  I also saw a rat under the compost 
bin but it ran off into the field when I 
moved the bin.  Early one afternoon a             
magpie with a vole in its beak was spotted 
flying to a nearby tree. 

As well as catching lots of the very              
common Large Yellow Underwings in my 
moth trap, I’ve also seen a Ruby Tiger moth 
and a Mother of Pearl moth. 

There is a lot of hogweed about on the 
bypass verges.  Hogweed, with its yellow 
flowers, is poisonous to horses if they eat it. 
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High Bentham 
By Wendy Dowbiggin 

President Barbara Shuttleworth             
welcomed members to the                   
September meeting. At the 
business meeting there was a 
report on the interesting      
evening enjoyed by 6 members 
(and one husband) when they were taken 
on a tour of the area where the Ingleton 
coalfield had been. As they toured the site 
Bernard Bond, the guide, gave a fascinating 
and informative talk.  

The speaker for the 
evening was Mrs             
Helen Jarvis. Helen 
spoke about her days 
as a teacher and             
head teacher and her 
theme was ‘The Black-
board’. She told us 
many of the wonderful comments made by 
children over the years, which had the           
ladies chuckling in their seats. Helen went 
through all the ‘boards’ there had been over 
hundreds of years to teach children and 
adults. In her thanks Wendy                    
Dowbiggin said how she had known Helen 
as a teacher and said how children                  
responded to her sense of humour and fun. 
Helen would often dress up and walk 
down the corridor and shout into a                 
classroom “9 times 8” or “6 times 7” – a 
good way to learn your tables!                            
The children loved her. 

Tatham Fells 
By Mary Taylor  

Members and friends of Tatham 
Fells Women’s Institute travelled by 
coach to Newby Hall in Yorkshire 
on Yorkshire Day, Tuesday 1st           
August.  The Hall and gardens are 
situated on the western side of the 

River Ure about four miles downstream 
from Ripon. The group were told the             
history of the estate and family during an 
hour long guided tour of the house. It has 
been in the same family since 1748, with 
present owners Mr and Mrs Richard                
Compton living in the north wing, they use 
the rooms on show when the house is 
closed to the public. The first house was 
built at the side of the river, but, because of 
frequent flooding, was demolished and the 
present Hall built in the 1690s by Sir                
Christopher Wren and enlarged by John 
Carr and Robert Adam. All the rooms are 
magnificent and symmetrical containing 
furniture by Thomas Chippendale.                  
Especially impressive is the Tapestry Room, 
the Gobelins tapestries were made to             
measure in Paris, ordered by                            
William Weddells 
and completed in 
1776. Also in this 
room is an original 
Axminster carpet 
designed by Robert 
Adams. The present 
Prince Charles had 
slept in one of the 
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 bedrooms. The rest of the day was spent in 
the marvellous gardens with surprises 
round every corner. Most of the party had 
a ride on the miniature railway, drawn by 
The Newby Royal Scot, built in 1850. The 
dolls house exhibition and teddy bear             
exhibition were useful during a short 
shower. Carole Butcher was thanked for                
organising such a  wonderful day out.  

Low Bentham 
By Pam Warbrick 

Alan Speight, our speaker on August 17th, 
told us about his journey to the World              
Heritage site of Machu               
Picchu in Peru. This               
fifteenth-century Inca              
citadel, brought to              
international attention 
only in the twentieth 
century by the American 
archaeologist Hiram Bingham, was               
probably abandoned after smallpox killed 
most of the inhabitants before the Spanish 
conquistadors arrived. River travel formed 
the first part of Alan’s journey, when the 
party was able to see parrots, caymans, 
giant rats, bats and exotic plants and             
insects in their natural habitats. A day and 
a half was spent in Cusco getting                     
acclimatised, before the final tortuous 
climb to the site itself at 13,000 feet.  Many 
restored buildings among the ruins help 
give a good impression of its original            
grandeur. The trip had been excellently 
photographed and the show was                     
thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

On August 30th four members walked 
from Bull Beck at Caton along the cycle 
path to Denny Beck at Halton and                   
followed the Lune back upstream to Bull 
Beck. Other less athletic members joined 
the walkers for welcome refreshment at 
Hornby Tea Room. 

Our meeting on October 19th at 7pm in 
the Junior School will be ‘All you want to 
know about cheese’ presented by the 
Courtyard Dairy. The meeting is, like all 
our meetings, open to all. 
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Christmas In The Mart – 
Again! 
By Andrea Dennis 

Following on from the success of last year, we 
are excited to be hosting our second 
‘Christmas in the Mart’ on Friday 24th                
November 5-8pm and Saturday 25th                  
November 10am-4pm at Bentham Auction 
Mart. It promises to be a fabulous market          
featuring the work of local artists, crafts               
makers, bakers, creators and much more,           
including live music and interactive Christmas 
activities. This is the perfect place to get in the 
Christmas spirit so do come along and join in 
the fun and do some early Christmas                  
Shopping! 
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Join Us For A Giant Of 

A Pantomime –  

Audition On Sunday 

5th November  
By Sarah Jones 

We were delighted with the support we 
received for our last pantomime and believe 
it or not, it is time to start getting ready for 
the next extravaganza!  

We are pleased to announce that the 2018 
Bentham pantomime will be Jack and the 
Beanstalk and already our props team can’t 
wait to take on the challenge of a growing 
stalk! 

We are holding auditions for the                    
pantomime on Sunday 5th November 2017, 
from 2pm – 4pm at Sole to Soul, Grasmere 
Drive, Bentham.  Please come along and 
find out what it’s all about. 

Rehearsals will start the following week 
and children’s rehearsals are scheduled to 
begin after Christmas. We would love to 
welcome new faces to join our friendly 
bunch of regular performers so please come 
along to our auditions and find out more.  It 
is a brilliant script and there are big and 
small parts for all ages. If you don’t fancy 
treading the boards, please come and join 
our backstage crew.  

If you would like further information 
please email sarah@mewithhead.co.uk or 
you can find us on the Bentham Theatre 
Group facebook page. 
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Lest We Forget -  
John 
Adamthwaite 
Words by Allan Hartley 
Research by Marilyn Hartley 
John1 was born in Low            
Bentham in 1896, the son             
of Thomas2 and Ellen3 
Adamthwaite, née Walker.  At 
the time of John’s birth and            
afterwards, the family was             
living at Stonegate, Main Street, 
Low Bentham. 

John was educated at               
Bentham Grammar School. At 
16 he worked as a clerk                  
architect, then later as a cashier 
at Lancaster RLI, until                   
receiving his call-up papers in 
March 1916, aged 20.  

John received his call-up papers along 
with other Benthamers Joseph Parker4, and 
James Lewis4. John was assigned to the Duke 
of Wellingtons (West Riding Regiment) 1/6 
Battalion, 49th West Riding Division, as             
Private 16995. 

The next we hear of John is that he is on 
his first home leave in August 1917, before 
being sent back to the Front where the 
Dukes took part in the Third Battle of Ypres, 
better known as Passchendaele, surviving 
the sub-battle of Poelcapelle in October.  

The winter months passed, during which 
time the Germans planned for the coming 
spring, buoyed by the availability of               
thousands of men from the Russian Front, 
and in the knowledge that if America               
entered the war they did not have enough 
men to win the war. Spring would be make 
or break time for Germany. 

On 21st March 1918                      
the Germans launched the                          
Kaiserschlacht, the Kaiser’s Battle 
also known as St Michael’s                
Offensive, across the entire front of 
the Somme. 

Here, during the German              
Offensive and their race to the sea 
and efforts to cut off large swathes 
of the British Army, the Dukes 
along with John became engaged 
in the Battle of Messines, 10th-11th  

 

April. At some stage during the battle, 
John’s luck ran out and he was reported 
missing, presumed dead, on 11th April 

1918. 
  And so another fine young 
man became a victim to the 
mud and bullets of Flanders 
Fields and Passchendaele, 
along with nine other                 
Bentham men. John is             
remembered at Tyne Cot            
Military Cemetery5 on wall 
panels 82 to 85 and 16A. 
   In November 1918 after the 
Armistice, a memorial service 
was held at the Parish 
Church, Low Bentham, with 
the Rev Percy Coates                  
officiating.  He commented 
that John was a well-known 
and respected young man 

with a fine disposition, who was a member 
of the Church Choir.  The loss of such a 
promising young life was greatly lamented 
by his many friends.   

John is commemorated on the war                 
memorial plaque on Station Road and the                 
memorial plaque at St John’s Church, Low 
Bentham. 
 

John is the 39th Bentham man to be killed.  
He was 22. 
 

1  John is noted as being the eldest son; sad-
ly we don’t know the name(s) of the other 
son(s).                           
2  Thomas was born at Greta Bank, Burton 
in Lonsdale. We do not know what he did 
for a living or his age when he died.  
3  Ellen was from Ingleton. 
4  Joseph Parker, James Lewis - as far as we 
are aware, both survived the war. 
5 Tyne Cot is the largest Commonwealth               
Cemetery in Belgium, located overlooking 

what was the Third Battle of 
Ypres battlefield. The cemetery has 
11,953 burials, 8,366 of which are 
unknown, with wall panels to 
those men who remain missing, 
all 35,000 of them, including nine 
Bentham men: William Robinson, 
Percy Preston Whitfield, John 
Adamthwaite, Charles Bargh, 
Alfred Clarke, John Maudsley, 
William Savage, William Throup, 
and Tom Harry Smith. 
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September’s Town 
Council  

By Shirley Brown 

Present at the Town Council’s meeting on 4th 
September, were District Councillor Linda 
Brockbank and all the town councillors,            
except for Thomas Marshall who sent his 
apologies. Jo Burton, town clerk, was joined 
by the new Council Coordinator, Mrs                 
Deborah Hawkins (‘Debs’). There were 3 
members of the public. 

The written police report mentioned that 
repairs to the damaged walls at Ellergill were 
going to be undertaken by the youths                
involved who will be supervised by PC Babs 
Parsons. Three councillors (Bridgeman,            
Taylor and Faraday) volunteered to help.  

In her report, DCllr Brockbank, Craven 
District Council’s ‘Dementia Champion’, said 
that a Dementia Friendly Group had been set 
up under the chairmanship of Kevin 
Matthews, local butcher, with the aim of           
raising awareness of issues relating to                
Dementia and within a timescale of one year 
making Bentham a Dementia Friendly Town. 
It seems the CDC has to save £385,000 and she 
asked for ideas of how this might be 
achieved. She also reported that in its new 
premises the library is busier and that there 
are new people joining. She was asked by Cllr 
Handford to check why 3-foot high grass is 
not being cut near Grasmere Car Park and by 
Cllr Pritchard to explore finding another           
recycling contractor who would collect more 
types of plastic. 

District Councillors will also have a say in 
how the £46,000 Open Space contribution 
from the developer of the ‘Felstead’ site on 
Low Bentham Road will be spent. This                
money, which only becomes available once 
work on the site is well advanced, will be 
used ‘to address the quality deficiency in play 
and recreation provision in Bentham’. Early 
suggestions were lights at play areas so they 
could be used after dark, a hard-core path 
along the river between High and Low            
Bentham and adult fitness equipment in the 
play areas.  

The Town Council’s idea of using the Rose 

Garden in Low Bentham to provide parking 
spaces has  ‘fallen at the first hurdle’ because 
it will not be supported by North Yorkshire 
CC. Councillors felt strongly that the matter 
should be pursued further and that NYCC 
should be asked to find other solutions to the 
parking problems in Low Bentham. 

Cllr Handford estimates that around 70% 
of Bentham’s gullies are blocked. The                
situation is so bad that ‘Blossom and Co’ have 
to put sandbags by their shop door when it 
rains, and “surely this is unacceptable in 
2017”? Jo Burton has sent numerous emails to 
NYCC Highways Department about this and 
is told that this job is ‘on a list’. The risk of 
flooding in our town should not be taken so 
lightly and Cllrs will continue to lobby on our 
behalf. 

It is difficult to find ways of preventing 
Main Street sometimes being blocked by early 
morning Coop deliveries, but Cllrs are              
writing to the manager of the Coop to see 
what can be done. The Police and Crime 
Commissioner is consulting about ways to 
improve collaboration between the fire and 
police services, but Cllrs felt that although 
this sounds a good idea it is probably better 
for the services to remain separate. Cllr Taylor 
reported that work on the new play area in 
Low Bentham is making progress and could 
be completed in a 4-week time slot,                   
depending on the weather. The Craven              
Budget for 2018/19 was discussed and in          
general the Cllrs’ opinion was that Bentham 
wants its fair share. NYCC are consulting on 
the disposal of hazardous household waste 
and Cllrs agreed that such a service should 
continue to be provided and that residents 
should meet the cost when they use the             
service. 

Planning Applications 
and Decisions 

New Applications:  

Bentham Town Cllrs had no objections to the 
following: 

• Various changes to the original planning 
consent at the redundant water treatment 
works building on Mewith Lane. 

                                            Continued overleaf 
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• Installation of a single KW6 wind tur-
bine at Oak Tree Farm, Low Bentham. 

• Various changes to the original plan-
ning consent at Toll Bar Gardens, Wen-
nington Road, Low Bentham. 

• Illuminated advertising at the Coop, 
Main Street, High Bentham. 
 

Planning Decisions Granted: 

• Detached double garage and single 
storey extension at Little Ellergill Cottage, 
Low Bentham 

• Replacement of two existing wooden 
garden sheds with single storey detached 
‘log cabin’ at 1 Ellergill Cottages, Low Ben-
tham. 
 

Planning Permission Refused: 

• Conversion of underground reservoir 
to dwelling at Miller’s Green, Mewith, 
High Bentham. 

 Bentham Film 
Group  
By Stella Hall 

The film 'La La 
Land' ( Cert 12A) will be 
shown by Bentham Film 
Group on Friday 13th October in High  
Bentham Town Hall. 

This is a multi- award winning                   
American musical romantic drama starring 
Ryan Gosling as a jazz pianist and Emma 
Stone as an aspiring actress. They fall in 
love in Los Angeles while following their 
dreams, but they soon find that their            
growing success starts to bring problems of 
its own.... 

  Come and join us for this evening's 
entertainment. The film starts at 8pm and 
tickets cost £5 on the door.  

 As usual, there will be a raffle and            
refreshments in the interval. 

Your memories by Leah 
Video/Photo Preservation, 

Editing and Filming Service 
Please get in touch to discuss your  
requirements 
leah@memorabeleah.co.uk 

015242 62939 or  
07884208950  
 
www.memorabeleah.co.uk 

Don’t forget Bentham News deadline date is 
12th of October for the November edition. 

mailto:leah@memorabeleah.co.uk
http://www.memorabeleah.co.uk
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A Wonderful Day At 
Clearbeck Gardens In 
Tatham 
The Carers Group                    
and Women’s Walking 
Group from Pioneer 
Projects were delighted 
to have been invited by Bronwen and Peter 
Osborne as part of the National Garden 
Scheme to enjoy their stunning Clearbeck 
Gardens in Tatham. The garden is a             
peaceful, calm space which is full of                  
surprises. There is a lake, sculptures (many 
of which were created by local artists), 
bridges, long views and areas to sit and 
soak up the atmosphere and be with 
friends. The Women’s Walking Group           
contributed some fabulous cakes too! 

Thank you to Peter and Bronwen for 
their kind invitation and thank you to             
everyone who donated to the work of              
Pioneer Projects on the day. 

WITH ART IN MIND For World 
Mental Health Day 
Pioneer Projects in partnership with             
Craven Museum and Gallery is curating an 
exhibition to mark World Mental Health 
Day. The exhibition runs from Friday 6th 
October through to Saturday 28th October 
and will be on show at Craven Museum 
and Gallery (Skipton Town Hall). All of the 
artwork has been created by the Bentham 
Creative Community Art Group that meets 
regularly at Pioneer Projects. The exhibition 
is intended to raise awareness of the                   
benefits of creative engagement for all, to 
confront stigma in relation to mental 
health, to raise awareness and to offer a 
stimulating and engaging experience for 
everyone who visits the show.  

Library Update 
Chief Executive of North Yorkshire County 
Council, Richard Flinton recently had an 
enjoyable visit to Pioneer Projects and             
Bentham Community Library. Richard 
Flinton said “Many thanks to all at Pioneer 
Projects and Bentham Library for the work 

they have done, it was a great 
pleasure to visit with            
County Councillor David Ireton. 
The new library looks great,            

larger than I had heard, 
bright and welcoming.          
I particularly enjoyed         
listening about how the                         

community of Bentham has rallied to help 
and the great work of all the volunteers. 
This is all about partnership – Pioneer           
Projects, the community and the County 
Council, we will make it a success after 
such a strong start!”  
 

Computer Sessions For Basic 
Skills And Utility Bill Checker  
These sessions are free and will run for 6 
weeks starting on Wednesday 11th                   
October, 2.30 until 4.30 in the library and 
are available to people who are not in 
work, for example unemployed or retired. 
Tutors will be available to help and can 
offer one-to-one support if required. 

By Lynda Graveson, 015242 62672 
Lynda@pioneerprojects.org.uk 
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Police News 
Hello again from PC 830 Babs Parsons your Neighbourhood Officer 
covering the Bentham and Ingleton area. This is my latest report to 
keep you updated on recent crimes and incidents in Bentham and the 
surrounding area. 

Recent Crimes in Bentham: 

On 05/08/17 a male was arrested following a domestic assault in Low Bentham. On 
12/08/17 we received a report of a theft of garden tools (wheelbarrow and shears) from a 
garden on Wesley Close, High Bentham. Between 1700hrs and 2100hrs on 15/08/17 two 
windows in a door were smashed on a property on Main Street, Low Bentham. Between 
12/08/17 - 24/08/17 £200 worth of fish were stolen from a garden pond on Pye Busk, High 
Bentham. These included Koi Carp, Golden Rudd and Ruby Rudd. Overnight 25/08/17 - 
26/08/17 a white Citroen Dispatch van was broken into on Lakeber Drive, High Bentham. 
The vehicle doors were jemmied open and power tools were stolen from within. In the 
early hours of Saturday 09/09/17 a female was assaulted in a public house in High Ben-
tham. A bottle was thrown at her that hit her in the face causing two cuts to her cheek. 

And Elsewhere in the Area: 

Overnight 08/08/17 - 09/08/17 the workshop at Escape Bikes, Westhouse, was broken 
into. A large quantity of power tools and 4 bicycles were stolen. Overnight 28-29/08/17  
the office at Ingleton Outdoor Swimming Pool was broken into. £180 was stolen and            
several hundred pounds of damage was caused to the fence, doors and till. Between  

06-09/09/17 twelve sheep, all Beltex Gimmer lambs, were stolen from a field in Eldroth.  

Dementia and the Herbert Protocol:  

September was World Alzheimer's Month. If you care for someone with Dementia have 
you signed up to the Herbert Protocol? When a person goes missing, it is very distress-
ing for family and friends and can be even more worrying when the missing person has 
Dementia. The Herbert Protocol is a simple tool that helps the police search for people 
with Dementia who have been reported missing. It is a form that contains vital infor-
mation about the missing person and can be downloaded from 
www.northyorkshire.police.uk/herbertprotocol  

or I can provide a copy if you do not have access to the internet. 

The form is filled in by the person with Dementia or their family/carers. The form 
should be kept up to date with a recent photograph of the person that can be passed to 
the police if needed. It should be kept safely where it can be found quickly. The police 
will only ever ask for the form if the person is reported missing. To find someone we 
need a vast amount of information from people who are likely to be in a heightened state 
of anxiety and extracting that information takes time. The Herbert Protocol is designed 
to collect most of the information in slow time, so that it can be passed to the police 
quickly if it is ever needed. If you believe a person has gone missing and are concerned 
for their safety, call the police on 999 and tell the police operator that you have a Herbert 
Protocol. 

Contact Information: 
1 Ring 999 in emergency or to report a crime in progress 
2 Ring 101 to report incidents or provide information 
3 Ring Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111 if you want to remain anonymous 
4 E-mail barbara.parsons@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 
5 E-mail SNACraven@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk   
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What’s a “Passive House”? 
By Peter Lennard 

Shorter days mean Green Cafés, and the new season starts this month 
with a presentation on what is without doubt the best way of lowering 
energy bills – and the very opposite of price-capping. 

    Passivhaus (the sound-alike German spelling is a clue to where the 
idea originated) is a building method that is designed to give a               
comfortably warm and well ventilated environment in winter, with 

extremely low heating bills - £100 per annum is typical for a three bedroom house.                  
It achieves this by a combination of old and new technology. Given that any new                   
building under construction today can expect to be still inhabited in forty years time, 
why aren’t all new buildings built to this standard? Probably the same reason that                 
fire-proof cladding wasn’t used on Grenfell Tower - the better stuff costs a bit more.                  
Architects, builders and planners all aim to meet current building regulations, but most 
are reluctant to go any higher. 

Come to the BEST Green Café, at Looking Well on Tuesday 10th October when I will 
be giving an illustrated presentation on Passivhaus with detail about how these buildings 
are designed and built, with examples of existing and planned UK schemes, including 
social housing, schools, university buildings, a large recreation centre and an extra care 
scheme. My talk will be followed by refreshments (of course! - donation appreciated) and 
a chance to ask questions and discuss. 
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People’s Page 
 

Charity Thanks 
 

Low Bentham Street Fair was a big             
success. Thank you to all the community 
who helped us bring this event together. 

We raised a total of £1,681, which will 
go towards the running of your village 
hall. The Committee appreciate the            
continued support you give. 
Diane (Secretary) 

 

Personal Thanks 
The family of the late Jim Whitehouse 
would like to thank friends and neighbours 
for their help and messages of condolence. 
Special thanks to the Rev Anne Russell, 
friends at the Methodist Chapel and Jimmy 
Macdonald for their kindness and help. 
 

Retirement of David Alder: a collection box 
for cards, messages or donations for David 
in appreciation of his 25 years' service to            
Bentham Post Office is available in Emma's 
Hair Salon, 36 Main Street, LA2 7HN.   
 

Notices 
Unveiling of Plaques in the Victoria               
Institute Community Garden 

On Wednesday 18th October at 1.30pm, we 
are holding a small commemorative           
ceremony for the lives of Maggie Moss and 
Reg & Phyllis Mckenna, who were regular 
members of the Community Link Cafe`. 
Mabel Parr will be attending to unveil and 
bless the memorial plaques, which are 
planted under commemorative trees. 
Friends and neighbours are all welcome. 
Refreshments served.  
 

Indoor Bowls starts 2nd October, Town 
Hall, 1-4pm and every week until March. 

 

INTERCOUNTY                                        

DRIVING SCHOOL                                               

VAL KAY                                                      
THEORY TRAINING                                

AVAILABLE                                                 

015242 62794                                        
e-mail: 

val@bentham999.wanadoo.co.uk 

Your Advert In Colour 
From just £20, why not make your 

advert stand out? 
Email ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 

for more information  
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Bentham Community 
Primary School 
By Mrs Claire Pearson, Headteacher 

As we start the new 2017/2018 academic 
year, we would like to welcome parents, 
children, families, members of the                   
community, Governors and staff back to 
school following what was meant to be the 
Summer break, although I am sure most 
readers will wholeheartedly agree that the 
weather was far from the expected seasonal 
sunshine!  A special welcome is extended 
to our new starters, children in our Nursery 
and Reception class, together with                    
Mrs Laura Hodgson, our newly appointed 
Class 3 teacher, and Miss Sarah Rogerson, 
our new teacher for Class 2.  

As is usually the case, the start of a new 
academic is always hectic, and already we 
have visits, trips and activities secured for 
children over the coming months. During 
September, children will be given the             
opportunity to visit the Library, to engage 
in outside learning activities, which is            
possible due to the successful establish-
ment of our lovely Wildlife Garden, take 
part in Canal and Towpath workshops, 
enjoy swimming lessons, join in with a 
Judo After School Club, which is being 
provided by Craven Judo Academy, and 
much, much more.   

Our Wildlife Project is an ongoing entity;  
as a school, we are always seeking ways 
and means to secure additional funding, 
which in turn will further enrich the               
curriculum opportunities available for each 
and every individual.  We are extremely 
pleased to have secured a place in the 
Tesco Bags of Help Grant.  Customers at 
local Tesco stores will be given the                
opportunity to ‘vote’ for local projects that 
they would like to see  secure funding.           
Ultimately, the project that receives the 
highest number of customer votes from 
across the region will receive up to £4,000 
of grant money.  This additional funding 
will be pivotal in assisting the school             

complete its wildlife project and embed it 
within the school.  Stores taking part in the 
scheme are listed below: 

Heysham Westend (LA3 1DA) 

Heysham Village (LA3 2DH) 

Carnforth (LA5 9LD) 

Lancaster King Street (LA1 1RE) 

Please consider helping your local              
community primary school secure all            
important funding. 

Following a recent skills audit and a            
subsequent re-constitution of our Board of 
Governors, we are currently in the process 
of recruiting a Parent Governor. Whilst the 
role of a Governor is demanding and             
time-consuming, it is also very rewarding 
and we very much look forward to sharing 
the news with the local community when 
we have secured a successful nomination.            
It was with great sadness that Wendy           
Dowbiggin, a Governor at the school for 
over 30 years, and Simon Murphy, a more 
recent addition to the board, retired at the 
end of the previous academic year. Thank 
you to Wendy for hosting a lovely                
retirement party and for all her support 
over the years. 

This year the school will continue to             
provide its popular Breakfast Club facility, 
which is open every weekday morning 
from 8am for all children from Nursery 
through to Year 6.  This provision is               
invaluable for working parents, and                
children thoroughly enjoy eating their 
breakfast at school and taking part in              
pre-planned activities prior to the start of 
the official school day at 8.50am. 

Finally, we still have a limited number 
of places available in our Early Years and           
Foundation Stage classes, including                
Nursery.  If you are interested in securing a 
place, or would like to make an                         
appointment to visit the school to see what 
excellent provisions are on offer at your 
wonderful purpose-built state of the art            
community school, then please contact the 
School Office on 015242 61412. 
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Events in October  
Town Hall Codes: TB Ballroom LH Lower 
Hall WR Wenningdale Room  Others:  

PP Pioneer Projects LW Looking Well 
 

Mon 2nd PP, Health Walks for Women, 
 meet 9.20am at Lairgill Car Park.  
 And every Mon.  
 PP, Looking Well, Monthly Carers 
 group with Making Art for those 
 with memory loss  both 10.15am- 
 12.15pm, ring 62672 for details. 
 Town Hall, 1-3pm, N Y Horizons. 
 WR. And every Mon. 
 1-4pm, Indoor Bowls, TB. And every
  Monday. 
 7-8pm, TNT Fitness,  Boxercise. And 
 every Mon. TB.  
 Council Meeting, 7 for 7.30pm, LH. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Office Open. And every Mon. not 
 bank holidays 
 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Mon. Not bank 
 holidays. 
 6.15-7.45pm Tai Chi. And every 
 Mon in term time. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 6.15-
 7.30pm, Springboard for children 
 aged 7-11 years.  And every Mon. in 
 term time.  40p per session. 
Tues 3rd  Town Hall,  9-10am, Mature 
 Movers.  LH. And every Tues. 
 10.15-11.45am, Contemporary Ballet 
 LH. And every Tues. 
 10am-12noon, Craft  Club. And 
 every Tues. WR. 
 6.30-9pm, Slimming World. And 
 every Tues. LH. 
 7-8pm, Aerobics. And every Tues TB. 
 PP, Looking Well, 10.30am, Looking 
 Well Tuesday Café and Art 
 Activities. Community Lunch at 
 1pm with Soup. And 10th, 17th & 31st 
 Creative Writing Group, 11.30-1pm. 
 And every Tues. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Office 
 Open. And every Tues. 
 3.45-9pm, Helen Howard School 
 of  Dance.  And every Tues term time 
 7pm, VI Committee Meeting,.  
 All welcome. 

Wed 4th Methodist Church Hall, 9.30-
 10.30am, Pilates with Sally Horn. 
 And every Wed in term time. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11.30am,  
 Coffee Morning. Donations to local 
 Charities. And every Wednesday. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon. Post 
 Office Services. And every Wed. 
 11.30am-2.15pm, Community Link 
 Café. And every Wed. 
 3.45-8.30pm, Helen Howard School 
 of Dance. And every Wed term time 
 PP, Looking Well, 2-4pm, Art for 
 All Art Group. And every Wed. 
Thurs 5th Town Hall, 9.30-10.30am, Pilates. 
 LH. 
 7-8pm, TNT Fitness,  Boxercise.  And 
 every Thurs.  TB 
 7-10pm, High Bentham WI. LH. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm
 Welcome-In. Dominoes and tea for 
 all ages, for transport contact 
 Anthony 63156.  And 19th. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Bat ’N’ 
 Chat. And every Thurs.  
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of  
 Dance.  And every Thurs. term time 
 PP, Looking Well, 1-4pm Art Shed. 
 Community Art. And 12th & 19th. 
Fri 6th PP, Looking Well, 10.30am-1pm, 
 Art Skills Development for details  
 tel 62672. And 13th & 20th. 
 Looking Well, 7.30pm, Footpath 
 Group AGM and Jacob’s Join 
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Growing up in Blackburn - 
 Colin Etherington. 
Sat 7th Town Hall, 10am-12noon,   
 Bowling Club Coffee Morning 
 Footpath, Malham,  8 miles,  
 Alan Parker, 61443 see page  32. 
 Bentham Pet Rescue, 10am- 12pm 
 Coffee Morning, Hellifield Village 
 Inst. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 4-6pm,  
 Messy church for children and 
 families. 
Mon 9th PP, Looking Well, Making Art. 
 For those with Memory Loss and 
 their carers, 10.15am-12.15pm. Tel 
 62672 for details. And 16th & 30th. 
Tues 10th Bentham Community Library 
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 Book Group, 2pm in the library. 
 Methodist Church, 2.15pm,  The 
 Bright Hour with Margaret Calvert. 

Wed 11th PP, Looking Well, 2.30-4.30pm,  
 Basic Computer Skills & Utility Bill 
 Check in the library. And 18th & 25th 
 8-9.30pm, Singing for all. Tel. David 
 Burbidge 01539 621166 for details.  
Thurs 12th Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm, 
 Knit and Natter.  Knitting group for 
 any ability, help available.  And 26th. 

 

BENTHAM NEWS DEADLINE 
 

Fri 13th Town Hall, 8pm, Film Group, 
 see page 18. 
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, 
 Age Concern. Exercise with Sally 
 Horn 
Sat 14th Town Hall, 10am-12noon,  
 Age Concern Coffee Morning.  
 Vic Inst., 10am-12noon, Book Swap. 
 And every 2nd Sat.  
Mon 16th Settle Photographic Group,   
 7.30-9.30pm Townhead Court Settle. 
 Every third Mon, visitors welcome 
 £3.  www.settlephotos.org 
Tues 17th Footpath, Silverdale, 4 & 9  miles, 
 Sue Badley & Ann Butcher, 62502. 
 See page  32. 
Wed 18th  Vic Inst.,  Community Garden, 
 1.30pm, unveiling of plaques (see 
 notice page 22). 
 Town Hall, 7.30pm, Magic Lantern 
 and Slide Show ‘Bicycles, fox furs 
 and bunches of leaves’, a joint 
 LASRUG and EWECROSS event. 
 All are welcome. 
 Looking Well, 7.30pm, First hand 
 Stories from the Calais refugee 
 camps. All are welcome. See page 10. 
Thurs 19th Bentham Primary School, 7pm, 
 Low Bentham WI. 
Fri 20th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, 
  Age Concern. Raymond Entertains - 
 Raymond Gott 
Sat 21st Town Hall, 10am-12noon,  
 Low Bentham WI Coffee Morning 
Sun 22nd Footpath, Lancaster, 5 miles,  
 Bernard Skillerne de Bristowe, 98322. 
 See page  32. 
 Vic Inst., 11am-2pm, Trash N 
 Treasure Sale. Free Entry.  
 See Advert page 15. 

Wed 25th Town Hall, Community Rail 
 Partnership, 11.15am-2.15pm, LH. 
Thurs 26th Footpath, Snaizeholme, 7 miles, 
 Mary Taylor & Kate Taylor, 61672. 
 See page 32. 
Fri 27th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, 
  Age Concern. Lowgill Village Band. 
 

BENTHAM NEWS PUBLISHED 
 

Sat 28th Town Hall, 10am-12noon,  
 High Bentham WI Coffee Morning. 
 TB. 
Sun 29th Clapham Village Hall, 10am-4pm, 
 Clapham Book Fair. 
Mon 30th Methodist Church, 7.30pm,  
 Ewecross Historical Society :  
 Jenni  Hyde : Singing the News - 
 Ballads in Tudor England. 

   When sending photos to Bentham 
News please send the biggest  

resolution photo you can. Ideally  

at a resolution of 300 pixels/inch 
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F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 
01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

 

 

MEL BOOTH 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

07825749631 
 

GENERAL HANDY-
MAN,  

GARDEN MAINTENANCE,   
GREAT RATES. 

 

       Settle Chimney  
        Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  

Sweeping Service 
Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls,  
Carbon Monoxide Detectors 

Supplied & Fitted. 
National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683 - 
Mob. 07815 285321  

St Margaret’s Church – Kneelers 
By Maggie Bruno (Secretary Bentham Parish Church Council – 015242-61616) 

(Email: davidmaggiebruno@gmail.com) 

You may remember reading in January’s Bentham News about the beautiful kneelers 

from St Margaret’s Church made by local Bentham people, which were being transferred 

to St John’s Church for storage. Some people have contacted me as they wished to have 

kneelers made by their family or loved ones returned to them. But there may be other 

people who missed the notice, who still have a family or close personal connection to a 

kneeler, and would like to have it back. It is not too late. 

The kneelers will all be on display in St John’s Church on Saturday 18th November 

from 10am – 12.noon. All are welcome. It will be an opportunity for everyone to see 

them, and for you to find the ones connected with your family or you personally.  

November is a special time of remembrance.  At the beginning of the month the 

church celebrates All Saints Day, and at St John’s Church we will be holding an                     

‘In Loving Memory’ service at 4pm on 5th November in which we take time to             

remember our loved ones now departed, and give thanks for their lives and all that they 

mean to us.  On 12th November, Remembrance Sunday, we remember with gratitude the 

sacrifice of those who have given their lives in war. It is fitting that on 18th November we 

should remember those from our community who made the St Margaret’s kneelers,            

giving their time and skills to the glory of God, and take time to enjoy their handicraft.                  

If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
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Churches Together In Bentham 
Reflections On STUFF 
By Mary Winter (who attends Quaker meetings) 

St. Paul once famously said, ‘Faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things unseen.’ Pretty intangible 
concept, faith. Hard to pin down. I cannot think of anything 
that stands in greater contrast to this than the STUFF that is left behind when somebody’s 
earthly life has ended. After my mother died in June, I was left with the task of sorting 
through it all.  Those who have shared this experience will know that this STUFF is             
anything but intangible!  

Of course, we all recognise – more or less – that this ‘stuff’ is essentially meaningless to 
the person who has died. As the old saying goes, ‘The last dress I’ll be wearing has no 
pockets.’  We can’t take it with us. But letting go of the material possessions of someone 
who has died is often extremely difficult. There are many reasons for this – all of which I 
explored during the emotional rollercoaster ride of emptying my mother’s flat. Some 
things are just plain useful, and can be passed on to the younger generation, who are 
setting up homes of their own and are very glad of some towels or a cheese grater. Some 
are objects of value or beauty – a painting, a piece of furniture. Distributing these items             
requires access to email plus the negotiating skills of a Foreign Office diplomat, but at 
least there’s no question of just throwing them away.   

But what of the items that are less easily transferred to another person? My mother’s 
numerous interests – plus her apparent inability to throw anything away – meant that 
there were boxes and boxes to decide about. What of her 1,500 slides, chronicling with 
her own unique lens her archaeological journeys through Greece and Turkey with my 
father? They weren’t my slides or my journeys - yet when I contemplated getting rid of 
the collection, a river of grief took me by surprise and stopped me in my tracks. 

And finally, there were the most personal items of all. The letters from old university 
classmates, chronicling sixty years of friendship. Fifty years of jokes slipped into her 
Christmas stockings by her giggling children and treasured up carefully. Four envelopes, 
one for each of us, containing a lock of hair from our first haircut. It would seem that at 
least some ‘stuff’ is the ‘substance of love experienced, the evidence of things once seen’. 
It may be of no value in itself, but the love that kept it makes it precious beyond words.           
I gave my siblings their ‘haircut envelopes’; I don’t know what they did with them. I kept 
mine.  My own kids will have to deal with it someday.  It’ll be in the bureau -- alongside 
the envelopes with their own baby hair. 

 

REDHEADS COAL  
AND GAS 

 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 
All sizes of Bottled Gas delivered 

 

Kindling, Logs, Wood pellets, Prepacked fuel 
Compost and Gro-Bags 

 

We won’t be beaten on Price,  
Quality and Service 

 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

Tel: 015242 41626 
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All joinery work  

Undertaken 
 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 
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Bentham Playing Field 
Association –  
Crisis Looming 
By Pam Woof  pam.woof@gmail.com 

Despite all the funding and efforts put 
into the Wenning Avenue playing fields 10 
years ago Bentham has another crisis              
looming. There are some tough decisions to 
be taken. The Bentham Market Towns           
Initiative provided a huge amount of              
funding for better recreational facilities in 
the town. As readers will probably know, 
this allowed the PFA to build new changing 
facilities, improve the football and cricket 
pitches and build the skate park. The              
question now is how do we raise the              
revenue required to keep the Playing Fields 
afloat over the next 10 years and beyond?   

Currently there is growing participation 
in more individual sports such as cycling 
and running, visiting a gym and/or taking 
weekly exercise classes. In a recent                  
conversation with Bruce Dinsmore (Sports 
Development Officer for Craven DC),             
I discovered that this trend is national, not 
just in our area. While this is an interesting 
development with many benefits both to 
participants and professional coaches, it 
does not help the membership of traditional 
team sports. Currently we do not have            
Bentham football, cricket, tennis or netball 
teams using our facilities, but we will            
consider letting any of the facilities to              
interested parties.  

However it is not all bad news. We do 
have the successful Bentham Beagles               
Running Club, which meets twice a week 
on Tuesday and Thursday evenings at the 
sports field, and during the lighter nights 
professional football coaching takes place 
on the field. Ladies rounders matches are 
also a popular summer activity. Our new 
facilities are still monitored by Sport             
England and the Football Foundation. The 
football field and changing rooms are better 
than in many other rural towns in the area 
and we are required to make them available 

to other clubs if we do not use them. I am 
delighted to hear that Bentham FC may 
restart next season. Footballers, Bentham 
really does need your support!  

The old sports club building is coming to 
the end of its life and needs attention. It is 
costing the PFA money to run yet it is           
under used. If we could secure funding we 
may be able to pull it down and rebuild 
something more in keeping with these 
modern trends. Maybe we could replace it 
with a large ‘exercise room’ for hire with a 
small kitchen facility and toilets? Bentham 
Playing Fields Association is looking for 
new Trustees with new ideas to take on the 
management of the sports field. What do 
you want for your family in the future?  

Fancy A Flyer? 

Send your flyer hand delivered to Bentham residents 
in the BN for impact advertising. We also deliver to 

central points in outlying villages and towns. 
 

A5 or folded A4 flyer inserts.   
£150 commercial and £75 charity. 

 

Email info@thebenthamnews.co.uk or 
ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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News From Our Neighbours 
 

‘Save Hornby Pool’: Latest! 
By Roger Carter, Lune Valley Community Society, lunevalleycs@gmail.com or t01524 805666 
Here’s an update on what’s going on behind the scenes in our campaign to re-open 
Hornby Pool for the Lune Valley. Our formal application to re-open the pool and take it 
into community ownership has been favourably received and we await further                      
developments. Bob McGachie has a regular weekly call booked to County Offices to 
monitor progress and we are optimistic that all will come good for this essential Lune 
Valley facility. 

The Lune Valley needs this pool; your families need this pool. It will provide healthy 
recreation, sport, safety training, fun and pleasure for future generations. We don’t have 
to build it - it already exists and is in very good condition in a good central location. It 
can be improved of course, but all we need is the opportunity to re-open it and build on 
what we already have.  

We have had a couple of successful fund raising events and welcome more ideas and 
suggestions. We are actively seeking matched funding, grants, donations and                           
sponsorship. 

The £25 Community Share pledges have currently raised over £20,000 but more would 
help us prove viability and future security, and in view of this superb support to date we 
are hoping to introduce specific shareholder benefits.  Details to be published shortly. 

It’s not all about money. This is a Lune Valley Community Project and we are keen to 
recruit volunteers to help in all kinds of ways, both now and in the future. Please get in 
touch if you’d like to help. There are still lots of hoops to jump through and boxes to tick, 
but further information will be available in the coming weeks. 
 

Settle Photographic Group 
By Gill Pinkerton 
Monday 2nd October at 7.30pm Townhead Court, Settle—Insight  
A variation on a well known theme inspired by the radio programme Desert Island 
Discs.  Elaine Ward will present a biopic in 10 images. 
Gallery: Urban/Industrial Landscape 

Monday 16th October at 7.30pm, Townhead Court, Settle—Favourite Photographers 
Some members will present their favourite photographs from well known photographers 
Gallery: The Yorkshire Dales 
settlephotos.org  for more information 
 

Settle Amateur Operatic Society’s ‘Anything Goes’ on October 25th - 28th at 
7.30pm with a Saturday Matinee 2.30pm at the Victoria Hall, Settle. A wonderful, fast 
moving Cole Porter musical, set in the 1930s, with a host of much loved numbers from 
the title song through ‘You’re the Top’, ‘Friendship’, ‘I Get a Kick Out of You’,                    
‘It’s De-lovely’, to the show stopping, toe tapping, ‘Blow Gabriel Blow’. See posters 
around Bentham for more details. 
 

What’s on in October at Hornby Institute: 7th October—Book Fair, 10am-4pm,                    
Refreshments served all day.  14th October—Community Lunch, Meat and Potato Pie 
and Peas Plus Pudding (Vegetarian Option Available), 12—2pm, Adults £7 Child £4.  
 

The PCC of All Saints Church, Burton in Lonsdale are seeking the families 
whose loved ones have been interred in the burial grounds of the church.  We need to 
make safe some of the headstones, which belong to the families. 

If any of your family members were buried in Burton – please contact the church            
wardens on allsaintscw@gmail or telephone either the Rector, Rev Anne Russell 
(tel:07528572072) or Cathy Birtwistle (01524261334). 
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Walks in October 
By Kate Rowe 
 Recently I did a route very familiar to 
me, but one I'd not walked for a couple 
of years. As I crossed a bridge over a small 
stream there was a lovely pink flower 
growing there. Lovely, but a non-native 
invasive plant, Himalayan Balsam. Later in 
the walk I found a large area of it in a 
wood. Land owners have a legal require-
ment to not allow it to spread to adjacent 
land, but as one plant can produce up to 
2,500 seeds this must be difficult. Although 
I'd not been aware of it in the Ingleton/
Bentham area before, I've seen a lot along 
the rivers Lune and Ribble. It is an annual 
and can easily be pulled up in June before 
it flowers and after a few years this should 
eradicate it. It particularly likes river banks 
where it smothers native perennial                   
vegetation. Perhaps everybody should look 
out for it and pull it up next year? 
      We start this month with our AGM on 
Friday 6th at the Looking Well at 7.30pm. 
There is a Jacob's Join which is always very 
enjoyable. 
      The following day, Saturday 7th, we 
have a 7 mile walk at Malham. Starting 
from the Information Centre we walk into 
the village, follow the Pennine Way for a 
short distance, then take a footpath to            
Janet's Foss. After admiring Gordale Scar 
we'll backtrack and head to Street Gate, 
eventually joining the Pennine Way again, 
reaching a dramatic turn dropping steeply 
below Combe Hill along a dry valley,              
Watlowes. We reach limestone pavements 

above Malham Cove and follow the 
path back to the village. 
       On Tuesday 17th at Silverdale 
there is a choice of 4 or 9 miles. We 
park at Eaves Wood (471758) and the 

early part is a gentle walk of about 4 miles 
through Waterslack and Middlebarrow 
Woods, then south to Silverdale via The 
Cove and across fields to The Row, with a 
short road walk back to the cars. The           
longer walk then continues across the golf 
course and Leighton Moss, and climbs up 
into Cringlebarrow Wood to reach Yealand 
Storrs. It follows track and field paths to 
Hawes Water and Challon Hall then               
crosses the railway back to the start. 
     On Sunday 22nd there is a 5 mile walk 
at Lancaster. 
    Will we be lucky and see red squirrels on 
our 7 mile walk on Thursday 26th? We 
drive along the Hawes road from Ingleton, 
continue down Widdale and park opposite 
the old Chapel (look for the scaffolding). 
After crossing the road we walk up the 
narrow road to Snaizeholme and follow the 
red squirrel trail markers. Continuing up 
the valley to the waterfall on Snaizeholme 
beck, we turn NNW up a steep bank, and 
head for the limestone headland. We             
continue N to the top of the fell, a small grit 
stone boulder, before heading back down 
the steep hill to the fell gate and retracing 
our steps with a second chance to see the 
red squirrels. 
     Finally, advanced notice of a 7.5 mile 
walk on Friday 3rd November. All walks 
leave Lairgill at 9.30am.  
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Teenage Book Review 
By Daisy Redfern 
 

‘Mortal Engines’ by Philip Reeve 

‘Mortal Engines’ is          
an adventure story 
written by Philip 
Reeve (born 1966). It 
was first published in 
2001. The book is set 
far in the future, 
when cities and 
towns have taken to 
moving on wheels 
around the now arid 
landscape, searching 
for smaller towns to 

eat up for parts, fuel and food. It’s a tense 
part in London’s history, with the prey so 
short that its leaders take drastic measures, 
endangering thousands of innocent people. 

Orphaned Tom, used to an unchanging 
life, is dragged into an adventure, much 
more real and frightening than the ones he 
usually imagines whilst on duty at the            
museum.  

Reeve is very skilled at creating tension, 
excitement and the overall feeling of                
adventure. There is a mixture of almost            
everything in this book; grief, fright, loss, 
friendship and one of the most interesting 
themes – future. It’s almost as though Reeve 
is warning us that we may come to this, so 
obsessed with technology that we become it 
and our lives rely on it. This is obvious 

throughout the book. 

I found ‘Mortal Engines’ very gripping 
and hard to put down. It excited me,                
interested me and inspired me! On a re-read 
of this I was reminded of Reeve’s skill at 
describing and really dragging you into his 
story. I definitely will be reading this again, 
and am excited to read the rest of the series: 
‘Predator’s Gold’, ‘Infernal Devices’ and            
‘A Darkling Plain’. 
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North West Craven Facts 
and Figures  
By Marion Tweed-Rycroft 

Bentham News has decided to include this 
interesting report covering the Bentham GP 
Practice catchment area with data relevant 
to Ingleton, Bentham, Burton-in-Lonsdale 
and the hamlets in between, because the 
facts revealed are startling and thought-
provoking—please read on.  

This very rural, sparsely populated area 
comprises of approximately 9,355 people: 

0-15 years          1,420 

Working age     5,340 

65+                     2,595 

The numbers of people aged over 65 is 
higher than the England, and Craven,            
averages. The 2011 census data (the most 
recent data we have) shows there are 1,175 
pensioner households, 555 one person 
households (people aged under 65yrs) and 
190 lone parent families with dependent 
children. Life expectancy is a little higher 
than the average for England however there 
is a slightly higher number of people living 
with long term conditions. 

The population is overwhelmingly of 
white ethnic origin. The largest minority 
ethnic group is white non British. There are 
comparatively low levels of unemployment 
and crime. 

Access to services is becoming                    
increasingly difficult as providers across all 
sectors are seeking to increase economic 
viability of their services by focusing                
delivery in larger settlements and/or               
moving online. Loss of Banks, Post Offices 
and Job Centres has a particularly                       
significant impact on those who are not IT 
literate and / or are unable to drive. Locally 
there are 505 households with no car. 

The communities in this part of Craven 
have a strong history of self-reliance and 
mutual support, with local organisations 
created to meet local need; Ingleton Rural 
Care Association and Pioneer Projects being 
two of the largest. The number of people 
caring for relatives is higher than the                

national average, which will be closely 
linked to the higher than average number of 
older people, but also due to the lack of 
services in the immediate area for people 
with learning difficulties, physical                  
disabilities and mental health issues.  

Affordable housing is an issue in the           
area, but equally there are a number of            
vacant dwellings and higher than average 
number of homes without central heating. 
Fuel poverty is significantly higher than 
England average (Fuel poverty is said to 
occur when in order to heat its home to an 
adequate standard of warmth a household 
needs to spend more than 10% of its income 
on total fuel use).  

Key Themes  
Health  

North West Craven sits on the                        
boundaries of three counties: North York-
shire, Cumbria and Lancashire. This is a 
cause of some confusion with health                
services in particular. Bentham GP Practice 
elected to be part of Cumbria Clinical                
Commissioning Group  (purchaser of health 
services) when North Yorkshire Primary 
Care Trust ceased to exist. However mental 
health services for practice patients contin-
ued to be purchased from Bradford District 
Care Foundation Trust. Hospital referrals 
are usually to Lancaster or Kendal hospitals, 
but to Airedale if a mental health referral.  

Similarly, the ambulance service                  
covering Bentham is Yorkshire Ambulance 

Figure: Population estimates by 5 year age band 

Source:  Mid-Year Estimates (ONS) 2015 
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Service, but the service provided out of 
Lancaster and Kendal hospitals is North 
West Ambulance Service. Patient Transport 
services are theoretically available from 
each hospital, but in practice can be limited 
as volunteer drivers are not available, or 
reluctant to travel as far as Bentham or               
Ingleton. Confusion in the minds of the 
public is often compounded by a lack of 
clarity by staff in public services. We heard 
stories where real distress was caused to 
individuals not knowing where to turn for 
the health support they needed.  

Transport  

Reductions to local bus services have 
increased the difficulty of access to services 
in this very rural area for those without a 
car or the ability to drive, in the main 
young people, older people and disabled 
people. Bentham is better served as the 
Leeds to Lancaster Rail Line runs through 
Bentham. From May 2018 rail services will 
increase. Maximising and increasing               
Community Transport options quickly            
became the topic that members of the               
working group decided they wanted to 
address. This is an ongoing piece of work. 

Loneliness & Isolation 

There was widespread concern about a 
lack of activities for young people in the 
area, particularly for those not interested in 
sport or rural activities (Scouts/Young 
Farmers). In part this was also connected to 
the lack of affordable transport at times that 
would enable young people to travel to 
events after school, at weekends and               
evenings. Lack of positive activities that 
create opportunities to socialise could            
contribute to loneliness and also be a factor 
in poor mental health. The Stronger            
Communities Delivery Manager and Youth 
Development Worker from North                     
Yorkshire Youth are planning a youth             
network meeting. 

In people aged 65+ the Age UK                   
Loneliness and Isolation ’heatmap’                  
indicates that people living in Bentham are 
at high risk of loneliness and isolation,            
people living rurally around Bentham are at 

low risk, and people living in and around 
Ingleton are at medium risk. An agency 
specialising in addictions reports that            
alcohol dependency and substance is higher 
in proportion to population than in other 
parts of Craven.   

 
 

Rotary Club of  
Lunesdale 
By Lilian Barton 

Some club members participated in a street 
collection in Kirkby Lonsdale for Marie           
Curie on Friday 25th August. Local people 
and visitors contributed a total of £226 for 
this most deserving of charities. Thank you 
to everyone who contributed to this               
generous result. On 3rd September two 
members attended Mary's Meals Day in 
Glasgow. Many of you will be familiar with 
this fantastic charity, which provides a              
daily mug of porridge in schools for hungry             
children in 14 countries. Magnus                        
MacFarlane-Barrow, founder and CEO of 
the charity, addressed the audience and 
shared the latest news from the global 
school-feeding programme. Jimmy Belabre, 
the acclaimed musician, told his personal             
story of how he, as a child growing up in 
Cité Soleil, Port-au-Prince, Haiti, benefitted 
from the kindness of the people who                 
provided him with meals at school. 

Rotarian Graham Jackson was the                
speaker at the meeting on 31st August.             
He talked about the Rotary Wheelchair                  
Foundation of which he is a passionate           
supporter. His current objective is to fill a 
container with 110 much-needed                   
wheelchairs and ship them out to South 
Africa. Having written to his friends in 
many Rotary Clubs in just 3 weeks, 70 have 
been donated. Our club is pleased to                 
support this worthy project and has                
donated 2 wheelchairs. 

We meet at 7pm for 7.30pm on Thursday 
evenings at the Hornby Castle Hotel.                   
If you would like to know more about the 
Rotary Club please do come along and have 
a chat or phone 015242-73166. 
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FoBS Sixth Anniversary 

By Gerald Townson (Chairman of FoBS) 

On Friday 8th September the Friends of 
Bentham Station celebrated their sixth            
anniversary with a lunchtime gathering at 
the station. Guests came from across the 
north, including representatives from 
Northern (Arriva Rail North), the                       
Association of Community Rail                         
Partnerships (ACoRP), Mytholmroyd           
Station Partnership (MSP), 
Leeds-Morecambe Commu-
nity Rail Partnership, 
Bloomin’ Bentham, Forest 
of Bowland AONB, local 
rail user groups and                 
individuals who have            
kindly  and          generously 
supported FoBS during the 
past year. 

The event also marked 
the first anniversary of the 
twinning of Bentham              
station with Mytholmroyd 
and the two station              
adoption groups. To record 
the occasion both groups 
designed and produced 
new posters for display on 
the partner stations and in 
the two communities.             
Bentham’s poster is based 
on photographs from the ‘A 
Day in the Life of Bentham’ 
photographic event, whilst 
Mytholmroyd’s poster              
reflected on the station            
partnership’s support for all 

local schools and businesses. 

Brian Barnsley of ACoRP and                         
Richard Isaac of Northern performed an 
unveiling of the new Bentham Line scenic 
poster. The poster is in support of the             
relaunch of Scenic Rail Britain, as a website 
encouraging visitors to travel the                      
picturesque lines throughout the nation. 
Guests were presented with a set of cards 
depicting the poster and other views                 
taken on the Bentham line. 
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Throughout the event Paul                 
Sunderland, a Bentham Line guard and 
magician, from Ingleton, entertained, 
amused and baffled the guests with his 
close-up magic. His skills were greatly 
appreciated along with his wit and           
humour. A super lunch was provided 
by Andy and Carol Fairhurst, the new 
tenants of the Black Bull and this was 
followed by slices of anniversary cake, a 
sixth creation by Felicity Hey. 

The Mytholmroyd Station                  
Partnership and Friends of Bentham 
Station will be meeting up again at           
the Roundhouse in Derby on                    
October 5th, for this year’s National 
Community Rail Awards. The             
twinning, under the title ‘Station to 
Station across Yorkshire’, (and the work 
and developments surrounding it), has 
been shortlisted in the Innovation in 
Community Rail category. Both groups 
have had other entries shortlisted too 
and are now eagerly awaiting the              
outcomes.  
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MARK WATSON 
HOME & GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 
 

 
Gardening 

and landscaping services,  
mowing, strimming. Hedge cutting, fencing, 

paving, turfing and power washing.  
Loft insulating and pointing. 

 

07759680938   07759680943 
015242 62038 

LOGS LOGS LOGS 
Kiln Dried Firewood 

Seasoned Logs, Bags or Loads 
Cash and Carry  
Pick up Point 

 

Bentham Road, Ingleton 
 

Call David on:  015242 41521 
Mobile: 07713055404 

 

COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 
MOB 07765 882579 

Bentham News is published at New House, Mewith Lane, Bentham, by a voluntary                
editorial committee consisting of Shirley Brown, Kathleen Kelly, Ros Lloyd,                   
Howard Matthew, Anne Preston, Jane Proctor, Richard Wallace, Pam Woof, and             
Denise Henshaw—co-ordinator, who can be contacted on 015242 61515.                                
Emma Greenep works alongside Denise administering the advertising side of the             
paper and can be reached on ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk. Every effort is made to             
ensure that information contained in the paper is correct, however, Bentham News is an 
open access paper and views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the             
editorial committee. The committee reserves the right to edit contributions. We are willing 
to withhold names on request, but names, addresses and telephone numbers must accom-
pany  all  items  for publication. Please hand in to Emma’s Hair and Beauty in the Main 
Street or email to:- info@thebenthamnews.co.uk    

Copy deadline is 12th October for the November edition. Please note we cannot             
guarantee the inclusion of any articles after this date. We aim to acknowledge all emails, if 
you do not receive a reply to an email, contact us again, as it may not have been  received. 
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PeerTalk Comes Home -  

And Brings Hope For People 
Living With Mental Illness 

By Keith Hartley 

The charity PeerTalk was born three years ago in Craven at the home of Stephen and 
Philippa Normanton in Settle. It has been nurtured in the North of England; in Newcastle, 
Carlisle, Huddersfield, Bradford, Warrington and Preston, and has now returned to Settle. 

That’s interesting, but what’s PeerTalk? 

PeerTalk is a charity whose mission is to help people who are living with depression or 
other related mental illness. As the name implies, it works on the premise that people 
talking to their peers can very often help each other in ways that professional services are 
unable to offer, i.e. by using personal experience to offer means of self-help. Coping skills, 
for example, can be more effective when shared than when prescribed. 

So what’s happening in Settle? 

The aim of PeerTalk is to establish a national network of peer support groups that meet 
weekly and are independently but uniformly managed. Each group is led by a team of 
volunteers who are fully trained and who will enable people to share their illness-related 
experiences in a safe environment.  Settle has been identified as a mid-Craven location for 
the establishment of a PeerTalk group and is the nearest one to Bentham. Volunteer train-
ing has been taking place across the region and the Settle group held its first meeting on 
26th September. 

How can I access PeerTalk? 

Simple, you just turn up! The group meets 
every Tuesday evening at 7.30pm in The 
Folly, Victoria Street, Settle BD24 9EY. There 
is no need to register, book an appointment, 
or have a ‘referral’ from your doctor or 
nurse. If you, or someone you care for, are 
living with depression or a related mental 
illness, there will be a welcome (and a            
cuppa!) for you at Settle or indeed at any 
other PeerTalk support group. For more 
information check out the PeerTalk website: 
www.peertalk.org.uk 

Learn to Drive with  

Sally Moore 
 

Your local, friendly  

Instructor 
 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 
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 The PuncThe Punch Bowlh Bo 

Low Bentham 
 

Real Fire Real Food Real Ale 
 

Dishes made from fresh produce, locally 
sourced 

 
Dogs & Muddy Boots welcome 

 
Open all day from noon Tues –Sun 

 
Food served Tues-Sat 12-2 & 6-8.30 

Sunday -Traditional Roasts & full menu 

served all day to 8.30pm 
 

  Booking not essential but advisable 
at peak holiday times 

Tel 015242 61344 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

www.thepunchbowlbentham.co.uk 
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Summer Outing To Saltaire 

By Mary Taylor 

18 members of the Ewecross Historical Society travelled to Saltaire by 
train on Tuesday 5th September. Entry into the enormous Salts Mill is 
free; most of the party had lunch in the café, went to the David Hockney 
exhibition and looked round the retail sites there before meeting at the 
church at 3pm. The guide, Maria, was in character dressed as a                   
Victorian working class woman; she gave cards portraying real people 
and their addresses, taken from the 1861 and 1871 censuses, to each 
member. Maria gave an interesting slant on Sir Titus Salt, the famous philanthropist. 
Born in 1803 he had attended grammar school and worked with his father who owned 
textile mills in Bradford, taking over the business in 1833. Conditions at that time were 
very bad with pollution and disease, life expectancy being only 20 years. According to 
Maria the workers revolted and formed a union so Titus bought land in Shipley and built 
his modern mill, completed in 1853, and built the model village, now a World Heritage 
Site. The mill produced worsted cloth from wool, and Titus worked out a way of                
spinning free alpaca wool from Peru brought to Liverpool as packing on ships. Queen 
Victoria wore clothes made from this; she and many famous people visited Saltaire.           
Everything was recycled including food for pigswill, lanolin from the wool for soap and 
urine for tanning leather. The guide led the party round the streets, named after Titus’ 
eleven children and various relatives and friends, stopping at the address on the cards 
given out earlier. There were shops on street corners, but no public houses and no police 
as the hierarchy of workers watched the lower ones; there are even watchtowers. There 
are underground tunnels from the workplace to the canteen so that workers had no               
excuse for being late back to work. Sir Titus died in 1876 and is buried in the mausoleum 
in the magnificent church, the family sold out in 1892 but the mill 
continued in production until 1985.  

Bell Ringing in Bentham 

By Leila Atkinson 

I’m sure most people in Bentham will have heard the bells of                
St John’s Church in Low Bentham ringing out regularly, but did 
you know that a) it is actually real people up there ringing the bells 
and b) there are only six of us?  We regularly have to draft in             
ringers from elsewhere to ring for special occasions such as                    
weddings – wouldn’t it be great if we could have enough Benthamers to ring for all the 
special occasions? We recently rang for a wedding and were gob smacked to hear one of 
the guests saying ‘oh, there’s actually real people ringing the bells?  I thought it was a 
tape recording’!  Whilst we took that as a compliment, as the bells must have sounded 
good for them to think it was pre-recorded, it was a little disheartening.  

Bell ringing is a tricky thing, it’s not the easiest thing to learn, but it is fun – and let’s 
face it, who else gets to practise such a noisy hobby legally and for free?!  We would            
really like some more people to come and make some noise with us. Anyone is welcome. 
Perhaps you’ve never rung and would like to give it a go, or perhaps you’ve rung before 
and would like to re-start. Or are you a Duke of Edinburgh student looking for                   
something to fulfil the ‘learn a new skill’ award?  If so, come along and have a go. We 
practise every Wednesday from 7pm – 8:30pm. Just turn up and I promise you’ll be 
made very welcome and you might even enjoy yourself! If you’d like further information 
please contact me, the Tower Captain, Leila Atkinson on 015242 62227. 
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August At Age 
Concern 
By Olive Calverley 

The Mystery Trip on 1st August was 
wonderful, with many thanks to our 
driver Janet and escorts Jean and David 
for making it possible. It began on a 
beautiful morning with coffee at                 
Sizergh Castle, and then a journey to 
Ulverston for lunch. The hills and lakes 
sparkled in the  sunshine and a stop for ice cream and tea was enjoyed at Hawkshead. 
The trip ended with a drive through Grizedale Forest. 

On 4th August a slide show by Gerald Townson took us through Arctic landscapes, 
Norwegian fjords and past the cruise liner Queen Elizabeth II at a naval port. There were 
beautiful views of Vienna (the Danube was NOT blue!) not forgetting lots of views of 
Gerald’s locomotives! His advice for our families was: “Let the children see the world!” 

An enjoyable fund-raising afternoon was held in the Town Hall (above) on 16th                  
August to counteract the disappointing jumble sale at Ingleton at the end of July.                
Exercises with Sally Horn were needed to compensate for the generous and tasty meals 
prepared by our cook! Wendy Dowbiggin gave a few glimpses of Bentham as it used to 
be and members joined in with their own memories. Card Bingo brought chocolate treats 
for winners and a quiz on towns and cities of Yorkshire was taken home to complete.           
We gave a 90th birthday card to Jean Eglin on July 28th her special day. Another                 
successful month for Age Concern, so many thanks to our committee and helpers. 
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Bentham News Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £15 local—£21 non local One eighth page colour £20 local—£26 non local 

One quarter page £30 local—£42 non local One quarter page colour £40 local —£50 non local 

One half page £70 local—£90 non local  One half page colour £90 local—£110 non local 

Flyers  £150 commercial—£75 charity          

People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   
 

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 
 

Send to ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk or call 015242 61515 

Charity Calendar Celebrates Yorkshire Dales 
By Sarah Pettifer, Fundraising and              
Communications Officer, YDMT 

A collection of photographs                   
depicting some of the best loved 
locations across the Yorkshire Dales, 
as well as some less well known 
views, have been brought together 
for a charity calendar that will raise 
money to support the local area. 

Seasonal scenes from all corners 
of the Yorkshire Dales are featured 
in the Yorkshire Dales Millennium 
Trust (YDMT) 2018 calendar.             
Images include the iconic                   
wildflower meadows at Muker,               
Ruskin’s much loved view of the River Lune near Kirkby Lonsdale, and a frosty Redmire 
bathed in winter sun. Some local residents also feature in this celebration of the Dales, 
including sheep and a red squirrel (above). 

The images were brought together through an annual photography competition run in 
collaboration with Yorkshire Cottages – a long standing supporter of YDMT. 

For more information www.ydmt.org/shop or call 015242 51002. 

Red squirrel at Snaizeholme by Les Fitton 
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Bentham Dementia  
Friendly Community  
By Kathleen Kelly 
I mentioned in last month’s edition of             
Bentham News that there would be a               
second meeting of Bentham DFC. This took 
place on Tuesday 15th August 2017 in            
Bentham Golf Club. The main points that 
came out of the meeting were that the 
group would meet every two months and a 
smaller Action Group was agreed. Another 
point was that the group intended to send 
out a flyer through Bentham News which 
would be a short questionnaire. The next 
meeting of Bentham DFC will be held on 
19th October 2017 at 3.00pm in the Golf 
Club. A Dementia Awareness Session took 
place on Wednesday 28th September 2017 
at the Golf Club. 

Eco-Ramble In Aid Of 
Children In Need 
By Timothy Fox 
As promoted in BBC Country File, there 
will be an eco-ramble in aid of Children In 

Need in Greta Wood on Saturday                   
14th October from 11am-2pm. Meet at the 
car park opposite Burton-in-Lonsdale             
playing field. The route will include parts 
of Greta Wood and Clifford Hall. Details 
and sponsor forms are available from                            
Timothy Fox, 015242 62575, 40 Lakeber                                        
Avenue.   wenningfoxes@btinternet.com  
See posters around Bentham and Burton-in-
Lonsdale. 

Flu Vaccinations 2017 
By Jonathan Scott 
Don’t forget flu vaccinations start Monday 
2nd October at Bentham Surgery.  There 
will be two Saturday morning clinics,             
9am to 12noon on 7th and 21st October. No 
appointment necessary, just turn up at            
reception. There will also be evening clinics 
at Bentham on Wednesday 4th, Tuesday 
10th and Wednesday 25th October and 
these are by appointment only. Ingleton 
surgery is on Monday, Tuesday and              
Thursday from 2nd to 26th October, 10am 
to 12noon.  No appointments needed. For 
further information please phone the              
surgery at Bentham on 015242 61202. 
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TAYLORS 
 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 
High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  
9.00am—5.00pm 
Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 
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How Far Can You Go On A Skateboard? 
By David St Pierre  

Gavin and Emilio from York                

broke their journey between                  

Morecambe and Settle at Curlew 

Camping, Clapham Road, High         

Bentham on 6th September. These 

“Gap Year” students laden                     

with camping equipment are                         

skateboarding parts of the “Way of 

the Roses” and the “Trans Pennine 

Way”!! They said that they had made 

their boards and would be walking 

or getting some assistance on the 

steeper sections.  Photo Marie St-Pierre 

Tuesday Club Triumph 
By Paul Hypher 

Organiser Elza Sayer and Tuesday 

club members grew these prize-

winning gladioli. The Tuesday Club 

for adults in the Bentham area with 

learning disabilities meets every             

second Tuesday of the month.              

Usually they meet at the Methodist 

School Room in Bentham but as you 

can see, they also have some outside 

activities and have been cultivating an 

area in Dorothy Stubbs’ garden. The 

club operates under the auspices of 

Avalon. Photo by Dorothy Stubbs 
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 George C Taylor, who judged the vegetables at Bentham Show 
Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 


