
     

 

50P  DONATION APPRECIATED 

Enjoying Making Music 
Pupils of Bentham Community Primary School with the instruments they 
are learning to play. They are allowed to take them home to practise,             
a wonderful  opportunity: 
Macey Bentham (trumpet), Alfie Bracewell (trombone), Ellie Cowling (violin),                      

Missy Slinger (cello), Asher Ellershaw (guitar).  Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging. 
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Claire Pearson – Community-Minded Headteacher 
By Shirley Brown 

What’s in a name, ‘Bentham Community Primary School’? Under the headship of Claire 
Pearson the aim is to put the community back at the heart of the school, and also to 
achieve an ‘outstanding’ rating by Ofsted. The school only narrowly missed out on this 
after the last inspection in February 2016 when the verdict was “good, with early years 
outstanding”. One of the reasons why the school was not deemed ‘outstanding’ was             
because of the children’s attendance record, which includes unauthorised absences due to 
families taking term-time holidays. Claire wants this to be a “very inclusive school,              
meeting the needs of local children, whatever they are”. And that’s a challenge in itself, 
as a high proportion, 18%, of the 131 children in the school, have ‘special educational 
needs’ and are supported by qualified teaching assistants.   

Claire, ‘Mrs Pearson’ to the children, grew up in Sowerby near Thirsk, where her             
parents still live. She now lives in Settle with her husband, a freelance outdoor instructor, 
and ‘Skye’, a collie dog. She spent 7 years teaching in Leyburn, came to Bentham as               
assistant head in 2014, and was appointed head teacher in April 2017. So she saw the 
school move from its old to its new site in 2015, and remembers being given a hardhat 
and boots when she arrived, as the job required many muddy site meetings. She also 

understands the issues that arose at 
that time around North Yorkshire’s 
decision to use builders from out of 
the area and some of the problems 
that have occurred as a result, the 
roof not being watertight being one 
(although, by the way, this is fixed 
now). It was a difficult time for the 
school because moving to a new 
building in a new situation meant 
that staff had to think differently 
about everything. There was a lot to 
do, and many challenges, but as 
Claire says: “I like a challenge”. 

   To illustrate this she told me 
about a trip she undertook in July 
2012, when she spent a week sailing 
across the North Sea in a Tall Ship. 
She, a novice with no sailing              
experience, had volunteered to take 
part as a ‘responsible adult’ looking 
after the teenage girls who had 
been chosen for the trip, alongside 4 
experienced crewmembers. The 
duty rota was 4 hours on, 4 hours 
off, all week. Navigating around 
oilrigs in a force 7 gale, being                
seasick the whole time, fuelled by 
adrenaline: this was indeed an              
unforgettable experience! 
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   There are some very 
exciting things happening at 
our primary school, which, 
incidentally has a catchment 
area much further afield than 
just High and Low Bentham, 
think Thornton, Burton, 
Mewith and beyond. With 24                  
children in a class there is 
some spare capacity with 
room to grow. There is a 
broad and balanced                     
curriculum with recognition 
that children need a wider 
range of skills than purely 
reading and writing. The 
school is already very sporty, 
but to provide different               
opportunities the school is 
tapping into the creativity of 
the community, by bringing in volunteers to, for example, teach knitting and gardening. 
There are also two specialist music teachers, Mr Waugh and Mr Hunter, who each come 
into school for an afternoon a week to teach a variety of instruments including drum-
ming. Mrs Chapman, a reception teacher, is developing art work across the school, hop-
ing to re-establish links with Looking Well and create artworks for the school grounds. 
The grounds have been a blank canvas, and with the help of parents and grandparents 
and the Friends of Bentham School (FOBS) the playground is being developed and gar-
dens for wild life and growing food are being created. Those children who remember the 
old school still say how much they miss the trees in the grounds, so new trees are being 
planted here. The FOBS are also keen to raise not only funds for the school but also 
awareness, so with this in mind they established a baby and toddler group on Friday 
mornings to let parents see what the school has to offer. 

                                                                                                     …………/Continued on page 48 

New teachers who came to 
our school this September.  
Sarah Richardson, right, lead            
teacher for Early Years           
Foundation Stage (EYFS), 
Key Stage 1. 
Laura Hodgson, left, lead 
teacher for Key Stage 2. 
Sarah and Laura are in the           
3-strong leadership and          
management team under 
head teacher, Claire. 
All photos by Jon Brook of                
Bentham Imaging. 

17 children in the reception class. There should                                                                                                                                                             
have been 19 but sadly 2 had gone home early               
feeling unwell. 
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By Lynda Graveson 
The successful With Art in Mind exhibition 
at Craven Museum & Art Gallery (during 
October) was concerned with raising                  
awareness of mental health issues and the 
importance of creative engagement for our 
wellbeing. This enormously well received 
show contained film, sculpture, poetry, 
paintings and prints created by the                 
Bentham Creative Community Art Group. 
The picture below shows a hand decorated 
armchair depicting participants’ responses 
to the question ‘Can you imagine how I 
feel?’ 

Art for All is a volunteer-led art group 
which meets every Wednesday in Pioneer 
Projects’ Looking Well Studio. The group 
are currently displaying their artwork in 
the foyer, stairwell and library. 

In Bentham Community Library there 
will be Storytime (with arts activity)                 
sessions for under 5s and Adult Learning IT 

skills drop-in sessions, both are free of 
charge. See pages 24/25 for dates and times.  

Bentham Library has added another           
collection of books to help improve mental 
health, ‘Shelf Help’. This collection, aimed 
at 13 – 18 year olds, provides information, 
support and advice on a wide range of 
mental health issues for teenagers.                   
Endorsed and chosen by both young people 
and experts, the books cover issues such as 
anxiety, depression, eating disorders and 
self-harm and difficult life pressures, like 
bullying and exams. 

To get in touch telephone 015242 62672 
or email office@pioneerprojects.org. uk 
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Post Office News 
By David Alder 

Update on the Future of Bentham Post Office: 

Post Office Ltd have completed the consultation procedure in respect of the proposed 
move of Bentham’s post office from its present site to the established retail business at 
Flowerfields, further along Main Street. They subsequently drew up a timetable for the 
transfer in consultation with all parties involved and have distributed posters to explain 
the current position. The last date on which the post office will be open for business at 28 
Main Street will be Saturday 27th January 2018 and the new counter facilities at                     
Flowerfields will open to the public at 13.00 on Monday 29th January. Further points of 
detail will follow in due course.  

2017 Christmas Arrangements: 

The above means that there will, after all, be a further last working Christmas for my 
colleagues and me!!  

The 2017 Christmas stamp issue comes out on Tuesday 7th November and the designs 
will feature both children’s artwork and religious images. The first in a long list of last 
recommended posting dates for air mail letters and parcels will be that for items bound 
for operational BFPO addresses on Monday 27th November. This will be followed by            
Africa and the Middle East on Saturday 2nd December, the Far East and most of Eastern 
Europe on Wednesday 6th December, and Central and South America on Thursday 7th 
December. Other overseas last posting dates and those for inland destinations will follow 
in next month’s Bentham News. Leaflets giving all the dates and other useful postage 
information are also available now at post offices.  Happy preparations! 
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People Of Bentham 
 

This month we are featuring Kay Piper, probably best known as a teacher 
in local schools from 1961-2008. She counts herself fortunate that 2 of her 3 
children live locally and she sees them and her grandchildren regularly. 

 
How long have you lived in Bentham and what brought you here? 

My early years were in Barking, Essex, and by February 1961 I was in Mr Webb’s study 
at Bentham Grammar School being interviewed for the post of Art Teacher. I began                 
teaching there that September. That was for one year only since family circumstances took 
me back ‘down south’. The next three years were not wasted since I met and married 
Frank. Luckily I bought a copy of the Times Educational Supplement in April 1965 and 
saw that the post of art teacher at BGS was again vacant. I rang Mr Webb and was                   
immediately reappointed. So I came back to Bentham, now with Frank as my husband.            
52 years later we are still in Bentham! My years of full-time teaching were at BGS and then 
at Bentham CP School and my final years (as a supply teacher) were at Low Bentham CP 
School until it finally closed. So many Bentham children have been ‘pipered’ over the 
years! 

 

Tell us something about yourself that people wouldn’t normally know. 

I started my Nursery Education in Barking in December 1943 when I got to my third 
birthday. However my home was just across the road from the school so from April that 
year, weather permitting, my mother had been taking me across the road at playtime to 
attach me to the school railings with a long knitted scarf so that I could chat to the children 
in the playground! Eventually the Headteacher invited me into the playground so that I 
could join in and not just peer through the railings. 

 

If you could travel anywhere, where would you like to go? 

I would love to go to Ayers Rock in Australia, cruising there and back and travelling 
across Australia by road and rail – no airplanes! 

 

What does a perfect day look like to you? 

Lazing on a sunny beach in Brittany. 
 

 If you could witness any event of the past, present or future, what would it be? 

I would love to have been present in Leonardo da Vinci’s studio when he was painting 
the Mona Lisa. 

 

Are there world events that you remember particularly from when you were growing up? 

The coronation of our Queen. One person from each form at Barking Abbey Grammar 
School was ‘chosen’ to go to London for the great event. Alas, my name was not picked out 
of the hat, but with hindsight I realised that I saw much more of the event on TV, and that I 
would not have enjoyed being with all the people who had to stand in the rain. 

 

Is there anyone who has had the most influence on your life? 

Undoubtedly my mother – a very dominant lady who saw everything as black or white, 
with no shades of grey! She had no time for religion; “Virgin birth? Resurrection?                   
Impossible”, she would say. She had a strict moral code: ‘Do as you would be done by’! 
But she was the kindest and most generous person you could wish to meet, always ready 
to help anyone less fortunate than herself. Because I tried to see the best in any situation, 
she accused me of wearing not rose-tinted but crimson spectacles! 
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If you had an unlimited budget, what investment would you make in Bentham? 

I need to rephrase the question. I would have liked to purchase St Margaret’s Church 
so that it could have become a heritage centre for Bentham where all of David Johnson’s 
photos of Bentham’s past could have had a permanent home, plus Jack Warbrick’s                
mementoes of BGS, plus so much more. 

 

What’s the worst job you’ve ever done? 

Cleaning up children’s bottoms after any ‘little accidents’ at school. 
 

What’s your most treasured possession? 

I have, in one way, little interest in hoarding things and my most ‘treasured possession’ 
is my dear husband who has loved and supported me in all the things I have been               
involved with, such as St John’s Church and many other community activities and                
projects. These days organising various events to raise funds for the Victoria Institute 
have a regular place in my diary. 

 

How do you relax? 

I read, I paint, I knit, I do jigsaws and crossword puzzles and I love a good chat with 
friends over a cup of tea. 

 

What did you want to be when you were growing up? 

Nothing springs to mind. I just loved to learn through reading and joining in any                
activity that involved learning a new skill. 

 

Is there a book, film or live event that you’ve particularly enjoyed recently? 

Book: “Winter Solstice” by Rosamunde Pilcher 

Film: “The Lady In The Van” at Bentham Film Club 

TV: The Catherine Cookson films on the TV Drama Channel on Sunday afternoons. 

Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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Mandy’s Food Blog 
I’ve been a busy girl lately but I am back 
with another instalment of Mandy’s Food 
Blog. We all know this time of year is            
heading towards comfort eating and           
snuggling in front of the fire, so a slow-
cooker meal that you can get on early in the 
day and have later is perfect. 

Slow-cooker Irish stew: easy, very tasty 

1 tbsp sunflower oil 

200g smoked streaky bacon, preferably in 
one piece, skinned and cut into chunks 

900g cheap stewing lamb, like middle neck 
or scrag (ask your butcher), cut into large 
chunks 

Small bunch thyme 

3 onions, thickly sliced 

5 carrots, cut into big chunks 

6 medium potatoes, cut into big chunks 

700ml lamb stock 

3 bay leaves 

85g pearl barley 

1 large leek, washed and cut into chunks 

Small knob of butter 

Method: Heat the slow-cooker if necessary, 
then heat the oil in a frying pan. Sizzle the 
bacon until crisp then tip into the slow-
cooker. Then brown the lamb in the frying 
pan and transfer to the slow-cooker along 
with the thyme, onions, carrots, potatoes, 
stock, bay leaves and enough water to cover 
the lamb. Cover and cook on low for 7 
hours. Stir in the pearl barley and leek, and 
cook on high for 1 more hour until the pearl 
barley is tender, then stir in the butter,               
season and serve.  

And for Dessert - Toffee Apple Pudding 

(This isn’t one of my recipes, but it’s really 
rich and delicious so I just had to share.) 

85g butter, melted 

140g self-raising flour 

100g golden caster sugar 

1 tbsp baking powder 

200ml milk 

1 egg, beaten 

1 tsp vanilla extract 

2 cooking apples, peeled, cored and sliced 

For the topping: 

140g dark brown sugar 

50g pecans, roughly chopped 

Method: Heat oven to 180C/fan 160C/gas 4. 
Grease a 2-litre/3½-pint ovenproof dish 
lightly with butter. Tip the flour, sugar and 
baking powder, along with a pinch of salt, 
into a large bowl. Mix together the milk, 
butter, egg and vanilla extract and stir into 
the dry ingredients until you get a smooth 
batter. Arrange the apples in the dish, 
spoon the batter on top and smooth with a 
knife until the apples are covered. 

For the topping, pour 250ml boiling water 
over the sugar and stir together until 
smooth. Pour the liquid over the pudding 
mixture and then scatter over the pecans. 
Bake for about 40 minutes until the                
pudding has risen and is golden. Use a big 
spoon to serve the pudding, making sure 
you get some of the gooey caramel sauce 
covering the bottom of the dish. Serve with 
pouring cream, warm custard or vanilla ice 
cream, and enjoy! 
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Dalesbred Records Smashed At Bentham                   
Auction Mart 

Edited from reports sent to BN by Hannah Taylor, Marketing Administrator for Bentham                  
Auction Mart 

Local people will have been aware that September and October have seen some very 
busy times at Bentham Auction Mart. The farm traffic coming through and parking in 
the town has been impressive, creating a busy and buzzy atmosphere, much appreciated 
by local traders. Our Auction Mart has enabled some brisk trade for farmers from 
throughout the area, from farms in Abbeystead, Arkholme, Austwick, Barrow,                        
Brookhouse, Carlisle, Clitheroe, Cowan Bridge, Eldroth, Goosnargh, Ingleton, Kellet, 
Kirkby, Malham, Ripon, Roeburndale, Tatham, Westhouse and Wray, to name a few 
from a much longer list. 

These are some extracts from auctioneers’ reports. ‘Top quality breeding sheep were 
in strong demand’ at the Great Annual Show and Sale with over 7,000 entries attracting 
buyers from Scotland and the south of England. Bentham farmers, Graeme Jackson and 
Chris Hewitt, were awarded first and second prizes for their shearlings. At the annual 
sale of Mule Gimmer lambs, ‘a wet Saturday did nothing to dampen the spirits and the 
sun came out to allow the lambs in the car park to blow dry and look their best. There 
was a real buzz around the auction with the good number of both old and new                    
customers creating a competitive and buoyant trade.’ The sale of Mule Gimmer                   
Shearlings was ‘better than could ever have been anticipated with anything of quality in 
good demand, there was a virtual clearance of mule shearlings with vendors satisfied.’ 

Pre-sale show—Dalesbred Sale held on Monday 9th October at Bentham Auction Mart.  

Photo by Hannah Taylor  
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Bentham & Beyond 2018 Calendar Is Here 
By Debs Hawkins, Bentham Town Council Coordinator 
The 2018 Bentham & Beyond Calendar is now available from 
the Town Hall and Bentham Post Office. The Friends of            
Bentham School will also be selling them at their               
Christmas Fair on Friday 24th November between 6pm – 
8.30pm at the school. 

As always the Council’s sincere thanks go to its generous 
sponsors: - AI Harrison & Co., Armstrong’s Builders             
Merchants, Atkinson VOS, Craven Concrete Ltd.,             
Dalehead Vets, Emma’s, Grove Hill Garage, HB Plumbing & 
Heating Ltd., Myers Building Supplies, Mark Burrow               
Electrical, S & W Fabrications Ltd., Three Counties Property 
Services and The Community Rail Partnership for once again 
meeting the full production costs of the calendar. 

Again this year, there is a stunning selection of photos 
taken of the local area with contributions from talented local 
photographers: Richard Bayley, Peter Rollinson, Gerald 
Townson, John Eastwood and Graham Blackwell. The calendar is a great way of keeping 
track of what’s on in the Town Hall and other major events in the town as well as              
supporting local causes. This year the Town Council are supporting The Friends                    
of Bentham School. 

At £7.50 the calendar will make a great Christmas present. There are limited             
numbers available, so please buy early to avoid disappointment. For further                      
information, I can be contacted on 62587. 
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November In The 
Garden 
By Joyce Knapp  

Turn the calendar page to             
November and two things              
immediately spring to mind, they are           
bonfires and falling leaves.  Now you may 
think these two things go well together, but 
I found out differently when, as                      
enthusiastic and energetic young teenagers, 
my elder sister and I collected six sacks of 
fallen leaves to bulk up our meagre bonfire 
at our farm. The resultant smouldering 
heap led to much disappointment for all the 
family and we never tried this again.   

Many years later I was to find out how to 
allow leaves to rot down (as they would do 
naturally if left in situ) in either a purpose-
built leaf bin or simply in plastic bags.          
A leaf bin can be made using chicken wire 
and posts to create a container measuring 
approximately one metre/three foot cubed, 
with the gaps in the wire allowing air to 
circulate through the rotting leaves.  If we 
use black bin bags to store the leaves in-
stead they may take longer to rot and it will 
be necessary to make several holes in each 
bag to provide aeration.  This year I have 
come across another suitable container, 
quite by chance.  In early summer, I                
realised that last year's leaves were not 
rotting, as they had been extremely wet 
when collected last autumn.  My solution 
was to fork out half the contents of the bin, 
putting them into a large builder's bag to 
allow the excess moisture to drain.  Once 
this had been done, I forked over the              
remaining leaves to help them drain and 
get some much-needed air into the heap.  
The leaves then began to break down and      
I have recently found that those in the 
builder's bag have rotted better than those 
left in the original bin. 

Now we know that leaves don't burn 
very well, we can turn our attention to 
pruning shrubs, hedges and climbers in 
order to provide for local bonfires, safe in 

the knowledge that these will 
burn much better. 

   Something else I have gleaned 
from experience this year is that 
my strawberry plants much               
prefer being in a bed with over-

hanging trees (hawthorn and mountain 
ash) than in the open space provided by a 
vegetable bed.  The young plants I popped 
into a spare bit of ground under the trees, 
in order to grow on for next year, grew to 
almost twice the size of their parent plants.  
Needless to say I will be planting all the 
fruiting strawberries under the trees from 
now on. 
 

Nature 
Notes 
By David Fisher 

What freak 
weather we’ve 
been having 
lately!  I’ve seen butterflies basking in the 
sun, nectaring, a nettle tap moth and               
possibly a rare species of moth, although 
that is still to be confirmed.  At Leighton 
Moss on the Reserve I saw some                      
stickleback. Dragonflies have been                  
hovering, seeking a mate or just searching 
for suitable habitat. Slugs have been             
leaving trails on the path.  Our gooseberry 
bush has been stripped of leaves, a sign that 
large magpie moth caterpillars have been 
on the plant. 

Nettle Tap Moth above 
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Low Bentham 
By Pam Warbrick 

Late September and early October 
was a particularly busy time for our 
members. 

On September 21st the film-
making husband and wife team known as 
‘Spellbound’ presented three films:  on the 
West Riding, its beauty and traditions; the 
preserved steam railway of the Harz                 
Mountains in Germany – for which they 
won an international gold medal;  and             
finally the West Highland line.                       
Photography, commentary and editing 
were all excellent. 

On September 23rd we took part in the                         
Ingleborough Group WI Show  and were 
rewarded with trophies in both the              
domestic section and in the co-operative 
class, our entry coming second with a very 
lively interpretation of ‘The Seventies’.  Our 
institute also gained most points overall 
and brought home yet  another trophy. 

With these efforts well rewarded, we 
were able to relax and enjoy Members’ Day 
on the 26th, visiting Harewood House and 
Harrogate.  Harewood House was the           
location for the filming of ITV’s ‘Victoria’ 
and had lots to offer both inside and            
outside. We saw a haunted doll’s house, 
Cheverton’s sculpture-reducing machine, 
shown at the Great Exhibition of 1851, 
which brought classical sculpture in a            
miniaturised form within the reach of the 
general public,  Lord Harewood’s collection 

of contemporary art and –                      
particularly popular with our               
members – a special display of the            
costumes worn  by Jenna Coleman 
as Queen Victoria in 
the TV programme. 
The weather was  

lovely and made our walk 
round the parterre and views 
over its balustrade all the 
more enjoyable. This was 
followed by a late lunch in 
Harrogate and afternoon shopping there. 

On October 6th we took part in the area 
W.I. Fun Quiz, hosted this year by                     
Clapham WI in their village hall. Rounds 
on Yorkshire dialect, countries of the world 
and pop music of the 60s onwards were not 
easy and we were not surprised not to win.  
However, compensation came in the form 
of a delicious supper of home-made soups 
and sweets. 

Looking ahead,  our November 16th 
meeting will start at 7pm in the                 
Primary School when Judith Fauret will 
speak on ‘The History of Papermaking’.            
As ever, all are welcome. 

Tatham Fells 
By Mary Taylor  

Margaret McIntosh, President of Tatham 
Fells Women’s Institute, welcomed                 
members, five guests including two men 
and speaker Steve Halliwell, to the meeting 
held in the Old School on Tuesday evening, 
12th September. Steve’s presentation,             
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 ‘St. Kilda – a Social History’, brought a new 
understanding of this remote island in the 
wild Atlantic west of the Outer Hebrides. 
He showed slides of photos of the village 
and people working there taken about a                
hundred years ago. St. Kilda is now owned 
by the National Trust for Scotland and has 
twin World Heritage status. It is made up 
of four main islands, remains of the rim of 
an extinct volcano; they are Hirta, Dun, 
Soay and Boreray. Steve told of life on the 
islands, birds played a large part in the diet 
with the men climbing high sea cliffs bare-
foot to capture the birds or collect their 
eggs. Fishing was also 
an occupation, but 
mostly from the shore 
as the sea was too rough 
to take out a boat for 
most of the year. Women knitted and wove 
wool into cloth from sheep on the main 
island and also from Soay sheep from the 
nearby island, the men stayed there for two 
weeks each year plucking these primitive 
animals. Islanders paid rent once a year 
when the Factor came to collect feathers 
and cloth. Because of disease and infant 
mortality, the population diminished to 36 
in 1930 when all the inhabitants were            
evacuated to a village near Oban. Their 
sheep were sold in the market and some of 
the Soay sheep taken to the larger Hirta 
where they still live. In summer a Warden 
oversees volunteers and scientists who 
work on the Hirta, and Ministry of Defence 
personnel man the Radar Tracking station 
built in 1957. 

Winners of the competition for four rock 
buns were Debbie Croft, Sara Mason and 
Mary Kidd. The President thanked all who 
contributed to the group entry at Bentham 
Show, which won the W I Roses Cup.  

High Bentham 
By Wendy Dowbiggin 

Twenty-five members attended the AGM 
meeting on Tuesday 5th October. In her 
report Treasurer Chris Lewis informed 
members that we had had a good year and 

were in a sound financial position. Liz 
Matthew, Secretary, gave a report on the 
WI’s activities throughout the year.                
President Barbara Shuttleworth thanked 
the committee for their hard and                      
conscientious work during the year and the 
members for their continued support.           
On behalf of the members, Joni Weekley 
thanked the committee for their interesting 
and happy year. 

The following committee was formed:  
Barbara Shuttleworth (President), Chris 
Lewis, Susan Carr, June Gerrie, Cecile 
Nock, Wendy Dowbiggin, Margaret               
Hayton, Kathleen Kelly, Ingrid Ellershaw, 
Jill Noble and Janette Stuiver. 

After the meeting members enjoyed a 
delicious meat and potato Pie and Pea           
Supper provided by ‘Simply Delicious’. 
During and after supper members tested 
their knowledge with a general knowledge 
quiz. 

The competition, ‘A Pair of 
Winter Gloves’, was won by 
Janette Stuiver. 
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Another reason 
to step out on 
Friday night… 
By Jessica Marsh 

It is set to be a busy 
night in Bentham on 
24th November with 
not one but two Christmas attractions on 
offer.  In addition to the Christmas market 
at the Auction Mart, the Friends of                   
Bentham School (FOBS) are also hosting 
their second Christmas market at the              
primary school.  The FOBS event is running 
from 6pm until 8.30pm this year and               
promises to offer plenty of goodies and 
treats for Christmas so come and get a start 
on your Christmas shopping at the same 
time as supporting your wonderful primary 
school.  There will be a wealth of local 
crafts and businesses to browse as well as 
games for the children, the chance to visit 
Santa’s grotto and a festive selection of            
refreshments, mulled wine and mince pies.  

The fantastic support of the community in 
the past has realised the long awaited play-
ground gazebo and with your continued 
aid in the future we are hoping to assist the 
school with funds for class trips,                        
playground equipment and much more.   

 

And don’t forget… 

Bentham Christmas Late Night Shopping 

With Father Christmas and Carol Singers. 
Friday 1st December, 5-8pm. Keep an eye 
on the ‘We Are Bentham’ Facebook page 
for further updates! 
 

Xmas Pop-up shop “here again, one week 
only”. With kind permission from Paul and 
Racheal—The Gallery, Station Road. Friday 
24th November. Hope you will all pop in 
and see us … 

 

REDHEADS COAL  
AND GAS 

 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 
All sizes of Bottled Gas delivered 

 

Kindling, Logs, Wood pellets, Prepacked fuel 
Compost and Gro-Bags 

 

We won’t be beaten on Price,  
Quality and Service 

 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

Tel: 015242 41626 

Christmas Market At Bentham 

Community Primary School 
 

Friday 24th November 

6-8.30pm 
 

Santa’s Grotto 

Local Crafts and Businesses 

Children’s Games 

Festive Refreshments 

We look forward to seeing you! 
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Local Education Charity 
Needs Your Support 
By Clive Story (Chairman Longstaffe’s                   
Educational Foundation) 

Mrs Longstaffe of York died around 1713 
and bequeathed the sum of £200 to provide 
for poor relief in the Parish of Bentham. 
These funds became known as ‘Longstaffe’s 
Charity’. At a public meeting in Bentham 
held on 16th November 1870, it was               
decided that the Longstaffe’s Charity would 
thereafter divert its income to ‘educational 
purposes’. In 1933 the charity became 
Longstaffe’s Educational Foundation. The 
Charity Deed restricts the trustees to use 
the income of the Foundation to promote 
the education of persons under 25 years of 
age who attend or have attended a primary 
school in the parishes of High and Low 
Bentham. The trustees award annual grants 
to young people to promote their                      
educational endeavours. The range of              
supported activities is huge and all ages up 
to the stated limit are eligible. Help has 
been given in a variety of ways including 
extra tuition, books, and computers.  

There are great opportunities to expand 
the support that we provide, but charity  
funds are limited and the trustees welcome 
donations wherever possible. Our young 
people are at the beginning of their passage 
through life and any enhancement of their 
education increases their potential. To this 
end, the trustees, all committed local               
people, have in recent years set up various 
fundraising activities. The best known of 
these are the annual quiz night held in June 
and a  Christmas concert in late November 
or early December. Both have now become 
annual fixtures in Bentham’s social                  
calendar. Three very successful concerts 
have been held to date, featuring different    
musicians, and enjoyed by all who                  
attended.  

 

Longstaffe’s Educational Foundation 

Charity No. 506509 
This year we have Duo Dekacord, Elias 

Sibley and Florence Petit's exciting cello 
and guitar duo. Informally staged at             
Bentham Golf Club on Sunday 3rd                   
December at 3.30pm, guests sit at round 
tables to listen to the performance, enjoying 
a welcome drink and delicious canapés - a 
relaxed and convivial way to spend a            
winter's afternoon. (Tickets £15 from                
Bentham PO or Golf Club) 

In the past, Longstaffe’s Educational 
Foundation has not been well known and 
the trustees are now determined to raise its 
profile in the community and promote the 
development of our young people in any 
way possible. 
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Lest We Forget -  
Alfred Charles 
Clarke 
Words by Allan Hartley 
Research by Marilyn Hartley 
Alfred1 was born in Bentham in 1895, the 
son of Henry2 and Martha Ellen3 Clarke, née 
Thompson. At that time the family home is 
stated as Main Street Bentham and Alfred 
lived there until the war.  Sadly we don’t 
know where Alfred was educated or what 
he did for a living prior to the war. 

Like other Benthamers, Alfred probably 
enlisted when he received his call-up papers 
(February 1916?), making the journey to 
Settle to enlist in the York and Lancaster 
Regiment 1/4th [Hallamshire] Battalion with 
the 49th West Riding division based in 
Sheffield.  

Thereafter the trail goes cold until May 
1917 when he has been wounded and re-
ported as recovering at a base hospital. Al-
fred is then on home leave from hospital in 
July, when he recalls being almost buried 
[shell burst] when he was wounded.  

Again the trail goes cold but, given the 
date of his death, he was definitely involved 
in the bitter fighting of the German Spring 
Offensive.  So what happened? Alfred was 
certainly back on the Front by September 
when the York and Lancs joined with others 
of the 49th Division in the Third Battle of 
Ypres, better known as Passchendaele, sur-
viving the sub-battle of Poelcapelle in Octo-
ber.  

The winter months passed, during which 
time the Germans planned for the coming 
spring, buoyed by the availability of               
thousands of men from the Russian Front 
and in the knowledge that if America             
entered the war they did not have enough 
men to win the war. Spring would be make 
or break time for Germany. On 21st March 
1918 the Germans launched the                      
Kaiserschlacht, the Kaiser’s Battle also 
known as St Michael’s Offensive, across the 
entire front of the Somme.  Here, during the 
German Offensive and their race to the sea 

and efforts to cut off large swathes of the 
British Army, the Yorks and Lancs, along 
with Alfred, became engaged in the Battle of 
Lys, 10th-11th April. At some stage during 
the battle Alfred’s luck ran out and he was 
reported missing, presumed dead, on 12th 
April 1918. 

And so another fine young man became a 
victim to the mud and bullets of Flanders 
Fields, along with nine other Bentham men. 
Alfred is remembered at Tyne Cot Military 
Cemetery4 on wall panels 125 to 128. 

Sadly, once again the trail goes cold, with 
no mention of Alfred at any of the memorial 
services following the Armistice in Novem-
ber 1918. Alfred is commemorated on the 
war memorial plaque on Station Road and 
the memorial plaque at St Margaret’s 
Church, High Bentham. 
 

Alfred is the 40th Bentham man to be 
killed.  He was 24. 
 

1  Alfred is noted as being the youngest son; the 
other two sons Tom [Manchester Regiment] and 
Walter both appear to have survived the war, 
though both were wounded. 
2  Henry was born at Stratford St Mary, Suffolk. 
We don’t know what he did for a living or his 
age when he died. 
3  Martha Ellen was from Bentham. 
4 Tyne Cot is the largest Commonwealth            
Cemetery in Belgium, with its location                
overlooking what was the Third Battle of Ypres 
battlefield. The cemetery has 11,953 burials, 
8,366 of which are unknown, with wall panels to 
those men who remain missing, all 35,000 of 
them including nine Bentham men, William 
Robinson, Percy Preston Whitfield, John 
Adamthwaite, Charles Bargh, Alfred Clarke, 
John Maudsley, William Savage, William 
Throup, and Tom Harry Smith. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Allan’s article about Percy Whitfield (BN 
October 2016) has been reprinted in the 
newsletter of the New Zealand Branch, 
Western Front Association. 
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October’s Town  
Council Meeting 

By Jane Proctor 
The wild and windy weather on 2nd                  
October did not prevent a near full turn out 
of councillors with only Cllr Taylor sending 
his apologies. Also in attendance were 
County Councillor Ireton and PC Babs            
Parsons, and three members of the public. 

Ahead of the next meeting of the Extra 
Care Group, CC Ireton reported that                   
progress was being made in discussions 
between the planners at Craven District 
Council and the developers of the scheme. 
There is some concern that the proposals 
envisage three storey development, but Cllr 
Ireton is optimistic that a positive outcome 
will be achieved very shortly. 

Parking in Low Bentham was discussed 
yet again after a negative response was               
received from North Yorkshire in relation to 
trying to push the issue of the Rose Garden. 
An invitation is to be issued to the County 
Council to come and have a look for them-
selves at the problems and see whether they 
can come up with any suggestions to                
alleviate this ongoing thorny issue. 

Parking problems have also been                 
reported at the school at the beginning and 
end of the school day, as the school car park 
is no longer available for parents to use after 
a Health and Safety audit. Councillors could 
not recall this being an issue during the 
planning stages of the new school and the 
Town Council is to take the matter up with 
the Education Authority. 

PC Babs Parsons said that September had 
been a relatively quiet month for the police 
in Bentham with 41 incidents reported              
including five crimes, three road traffic           
accidents (damage only), a criminal damage 
offence involving the back window of a car 
being smashed, possession of a Class B drug 
and two assaults. A further allegation of 
assault was withdrawn after CCTV footage 
failed to corroborate the complainant’s                
version of events. 

Councillors noted with concern that for 
nearby residents antisocial behaviour on a 
Wednesday evening at the entrance to the 

Auction Mart yard is a continuing problem. 
It was emphasised that not all the problems 
were caused by young people nor Bentham 
residents. PC Babs is to report the concerns 
expressed but said she would encourage 
anyone affected to phone 101 to report 
matters to the police. She acknowledged 
there would be a wait of about 8 minutes 
before the call was answered but ‘don’t give 
up’, was her advice. 

Cllr Bridgeman reported that the repairs 
to the wall at Ellerbeck under the 
“Restorative Justice” scheme had been             
completed with the youths in question 
‘getting their hands dirty’, and being given a 
good talking to by the police. A result with 
those concerned now realising it takes a lot 
longer to repair a wall than it does to knock 
it down. 

Work on the Bentham Emergency Plan is 
ongoing and volunteers from the                      
community are now being sought, (see article 
on page  18). 

The Council approved the                              
recommendation of the Marketing                  
Committee not to increase hiring charges for 
the use of the Town Hall in 2018, and they 
remain at the level set in 2014. Approval 
was also given, in principle, for B4RN to 
route ducts across land owned by the Town 
Council in Low Bentham to enable fibre 
optic broadband to be installed. Once the 
exact route is known formal approval will 
be given. 

It was reported that a steering committee 
has been formed to progress making                
Bentham a Dementia Friendly Town, and 
despite the inclement weather, work on the 
playing field at Low Bentham is progressing 
nicely. Finally Cllr Vendy reported that the 
Youth Cafe was looking at possible changes 
of direction in the future and that Anne        
Russell or Tim Madeley would be                     
consulting the public about what is needed 
in Bentham in the next few months.  

The next meeting will take place on 6th 
November at 7.30pm in the Lower Town 
Hall. 

                                 ……./ Continued overleaf 
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Planning Applications 
And Decisions 

Granted 
     Variation of conditions in relation to the 
Redundant Water Treatment Works                
Building, Mewith Lane, Bentham 

     Installation of single 17.8m to tip KW6 
wind turbine and associated structure at 
Oak Tree House, Oak Tree Farm, Low           
Bentham 

Refused 
    None 

New Applications 
    Construction of 2 holiday lets and stable 
building for equestrian tourism on site of 
former agricultural building at Lane House 
Farm, Slaidburn Road, High Bentham 

    Outline application for construction of 2 
semi-detached dwellings with all matters 
reserved on the land at the rear of former 
NatWest Bank, Station Road, High                    
Bentham 

    Construction of an agricultural storage 
building, Kiln Lodge, Clapham Road, High 
Bentham 

    Construction of a first floor extension 
over garage at 7 Springfield Crescent, High 
Bentham. 
 

Grant Funding for 2018 
Available for Local             
Organisations 

Those local organisations that would like to 
be considered for a grant from the Town 
Council in 2018 should apply in writing to 
the Clerk by Monday 4th December 2017. 
PLEASE NOTE RESPONSE DATE as late 
applications will not be considered. 

Applications will be considered at the 
Precept Meeting in January 2018 and, as 
before, all recipients are expected to                
present a report and collect their grant at 
the Annual Parish Meeting on 25th April 
2018 or the grant will be withheld. 

Grant Applications should include: 
 

1.    the name and address of the                       

organisation concerned 

2. a contact name, address and telephone 
number (along with this person's position 
in the organisation)  

3. brief details (100 words max) of the 
project requiring funding together with the 
anticipated total cost should be supplied, 
including the benefit to Bentham residents  

4.     a set of accounts    ( preferably,  or   the          

equivalent if not available) for the last             
complete financial year to show the                
organisation's financial position,  including  

• the date of year end 

• total income and expenditure 

• and funds available at the year end 
 

Application forms are available from the 
Clerk, please ring 62587. 

All applications should be sent to                
Bentham Town Council, Bentham Town 
Hall, Station Road, Bentham. 

 

Community Emergency 
Plan 
By Jo Burton 

Following the recent major fire at Blue               
Line in Ingleton where residents had              
to be evacuated and roads closed,                    
Bentham Town Council has begun working 
on a Community Emergency Plan                   
which will identify procedures to be             
adopted in the event of a major incident in 
Bentham. 

The Council would be interested to hear 
from people who would like to be involved 
in the plan’s formulation and also from 
those who would be prepared to help out 
in such an event – either as volunteers or as 
owners of equipment that may be of use 
(tractors, diggers, pumps, cherry                    
pickers etc). 

If you are interested in being involved 
please contact the Council Office on 62587 
and speak to either Jo or Debs. 
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Sustainable Produce 
At The Green Café 

November’s topic will be The Land                
Workers’ Alliance. Our speaker, Melanie 
Fryer, will be coming over from Gisburn. 
She explains: 

"LWA is an organisation of family              
farmers and small-scale producers 
(including forestry/woodland workers and 
fisherfolk) who use sustainable methods to 
produce food, fuel and fibre. LWA raises                  
awareness of the role that such producers 
play in providing food security,                         
environmental stewardship, livelihoods, 
strong communities, animal welfare and 
high-quality affordable food. 

“The three biggest obstacles faced by 
land-based workers are land access, being 
able to live on the land where they work, 
and security of tenure. LWA works to             

overcome these obstacles              
by building alliances,             
encouraging solidarity and 
campaigning for policy to 
support our members’ work. 

    Here in the North              
we are creating                         
markets, encouraging more                 
producers to join us and sell 
direct, providing  training 
and workshops, and building 
a great support  network". 

   Come and find out more on 
Wednesday 8th November at 
7.30pm in Looking Well, King 
Street, Bentham. The talk will 
be followed by refreshments 

(donation appreciated) and a chance to ask 
questions and discuss. 
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Police News 
Hello again from PC 830 Babs Parsons your Neighbourhood Officer covering 
the Bentham and Ingleton area. This is my latest report to keep you updated 
on recent crimes and incidents in Bentham and the surrounding area. 
 

Recent Crimes in Bentham: On 13th and 18th September we had a report of assaults in 
Low Bentham. A female youth has been interviewed and referred to the Youth Offending 
Team in relation to the offences. On 26th September a male youth in Low Bentham was 
found in possession of a class B drug. He is to be interviewed in relation to the offence. 

And Elsewhere in the Area: Between 6th and 8th September it was reported that 12                
Pedigree Beltex Gimmer sheep value £12,000 were stolen from a field near Eldroth.             
Overnight 19th-20th September we received a report that some scaffolding and a                    
mechanical stone cropper were stolen from a barn conversion in Keasden. In the early 
hours of Thursday 28th September the Waterfalls Café and Waterfalls Walk ticket office in 
Ingleton were broken into again. 

Bentham Town Councillors Praised: I’d like to say a big thank you to Julie Bridgeman and 
Robert Taylor from Bentham Town Council who got involved in some Youth Restorative 
Justice on Sunday 24th September. Earlier this year a number of stone walls were damaged 
in Low and High Bentham. The damage was reported to the Craven Safer Neighbourhood 
Team and I worked with local youths and schools to help identify those responsible. Two 
local teenage boys admitted their part in damaging the walls and agreed to fix the damage 
they had caused as part of the Restorative Justice Scheme. This sees offenders apologise for 
their crime and help repair any damage, instead of going through the courts. On Sunday 
they got their hands dirty repairing the damage that had been caused to a wall in Low 
Bentham with the help of Robert and Julie. The top stones of the wall were very large and 
required Robert's mini-digger to put them back on. So thanks again Robert and Julie for            
giving up your time on a Sunday afternoon, for your expertise and for bringing along the 
mini-digger. Hopefully this will help prevent this kind of damage happening again. 

Contact Information: 
 

1 Ring 999 in emergency or to report a crime in progress 
2 Ring 101 to report incidents or provide information 
3 Ring Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111 if you want to remain anonymous 
4 E-mail barbara.parsons@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 
5 E-mail SNACraven@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk   

INTERCOUNTY                                        

DRIVING SCHOOL                                               

VAL KAY                                                      
THEORY TRAINING                                

AVAILABLE                                                 

015242 62794                                        
e-mail: 

val@bentham999.wanadoo.co.uk 

Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 
Mob: 07768 571407 

 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 
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Lend A Hand For                
Hospice Care 
By Philippa Crofts (PR Officer)                                  
philippa.crofts@sueryder.org 
The Sue Ryder shop on High Bentham’s 
Station Road is appealing for more                   
volunteers to help support the charity’s 
care. Volunteers are required for various 
roles at the shop, which specialises in high 
quality second-hand clothing, books and 
bric-a-brac. Volunteering at Sue Ryder 
shops is an ideal way to gain work                   
experience, meet new people and give 
something back to the community. Money 
raised at Sue Ryder shops helps fund the 
care the charity delivers at its seven                   
hospices and five neurological care centres 
across the UK.  

Jane Richmond, Sue Ryder High                     
Bentham shop manager says: “We’d love to 
have some extra volunteers on board at our 
shop. Whether you would like to help on 
the till, sort our donations or create eye-
catching window displays, we’re bound to 
have a role to suit you. No previous               
experience is needed and volunteering is a 
great way to pick up new skills. All you 
need is a smile and willingness to roll up 
your sleeves and help us raise funds to            
support people living with conditions like 
cancer, heart failure and lung disease.              
Anyone interested in volunteering is                  
welcome to pop in to the shop for a cup of 
tea and a chat with our friendly staff and 
volunteers. We can even arrange a taster 
session so you can see if you enjoy the 
role.”  

Hilary Strickett, a current volunteer at 
the shop says: ‘’I’ve been volunteering here 
for eight years now, doing three morning 
shifts a week. It gets me out in the                     
community and I love meeting and chatting 
with our customers, providing a very               
personal service and helping them choose 
what to buy. The shop has such a warm, 
friendly feel and I recommend volunteering 
here to anyone.’’ 

For more information visit the shop at 10 
Station Rd, Bentham, call 015242-63469 or 
email highbentham3069@suerydercare.org 
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People’s Page 
 

Charity Thanks 
 

We held a coffee morning, a tombola and 
a raffle for Macmillan on 29th                 
September and raised £373.75. We 
would like to thank those who came and 
ate cake and drank tea and coffee and 
had a go on the tombola. We would like to 
say thank you to our customers who 
bought raffle tickets and a special thank 
you to those who sponsored the raffle: 
Ruposhi, Total Wellbeing, Armstrong’s, 
Myers, Emma’s, Bentham Gallery -             
Kerboom Ltd, The Barbers Shop,              
Hairlines, Berries Florist, Dalesbred 
Butchers, Bev and ourselves. Another 
thank you to the bar staff at the Bull 
who gave all of their tips over the               
weekend. 
Andy Fairhurst 

Many thanks to all the people who              
supported the coffee morning held at 
the Town Hall in Bentham for St John’s 
Hospice on 16th September. The amazing 
sum of £313.39 was sent to the hospice 
and is very much appreciated. Thanks 
also to helpers and donors. 
Lesley Barker 
A big thank you to everyone who               
donated, helped, bought and supported 
our Macmillan Coffee Morning on              
Saturday 30th September at Low              
Bentham Victoria Institute. Together we 
raised £738.13. Many thanks. 
Ruth, Diane and Angela 
Burton-in-Lonsdale’s 18th Macmillan 
Coffee Morning exceeded all previous 
totals by donating £533+ Gift Aid of 
£77 to the charity. My sincere thanks to 
all who baked, served and donated so 
generously. 
Jill Peel 
Macmillan Coffee Morning At Cedar 
House 
By Niamh (yr8) and Charisma (yr7) 
On Friday 29th September, Cedar House 
School took part in The World’s Biggest 
Coffee morning to raise money for                   
Macmillan Cancer Support. 

With support from our food                  
technology department and the school 
kitchens, we worked very hard to             
prepare for the coffee morning; the 
week before we were very busy making 
cakes to sell. We held the coffee              
morning in the dining room. When the day 
arrived we were very nervous             
because we have never done anything like 
this before. We had some help from           
other young people and we waited on all                  
morning, serving cakes and drinks to the 
rest of school. It was a lovely morning 
and we enjoyed ourselves very much.  

We raised £300 for Macmillan Cancer 
Support. We are very proud of ourselves 

and our school community. 

Personal Thanks 
Cowgill 
Agnes and family would like to thank           
relatives, friends and neighbours for cards, 
flowers and donations after the sad loss of 
Peter. Thanks to the Rev. Anne Russell and 
Rev. Bryan Yardy for the lovely service, 
also Bentham Methodist Church. Thanks to 
Jimmy and staff at B&W Funerals for all 
their help and support. 

Notices 
New Baby & Toddler Group: Stepping 
Stones. Starts Wednesday 1st November in 
Bentham Lower Town Hall. 10-11am.            
£1 per family, light refreshment included. 
Contact Ruth on 62574 for further info. 
Kay—Knits 
Dear Friends, I am about to embark upon a 
new fund raising venture for St John the 
Baptist Church and the Victoria Institute, 
Low Bentham’s two community centres.  

Racheal at Bentham Gallery with Ker-
Boom Ltd has kindly offered me a space in 
her shop to display my knitwear. Each item 
is  colourful, original, reasonably priced—
winter warmers and Christmas gifts. All 
proceeds from the sale of these items will 
be donated to the church and the institute. 
Come and see. Thank you. 
Kay Piper 
Found - A Prima electric deep-fat fryer in a 
hedge on Nutgill Lane, Bentham. If the 
owner wants it back, it’s now in the CDC 
recycling depot in Settle, where it should 
have been taken in the first place. 
Free Pine Wardrobe—call Dorothy on 
61430 / 07594 272842  for details. 
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Dear BN 

As a follow up to our article on North 
Yorkshire County Council Pension 
Fund (NYCCPF) and Fossil Fuel                           
Divestment in the May issue of BN,                  
We°CAN has now started a petition ad-
dressed to the NYCCPF Committee. We are 
doing this hoping that we can persuade 
them to gradually divest from fossil fuels. 

Divestment is a huge global movement 
designed to encourage public bodies, such 
as Councils, Universities and Churches, to 
gradually withdraw pension fund money 
from polluting fossil fuels like coal and oil 
(which are depreciating), and re-invest in 
growing future green technologies like 
wind and wave power. We are                        
encouraging anyone who is either from 
North Yorkshire, or who works in North 
Yorkshire or who receives a pension from 
NYCC, and who is concerned about fossil 
fuel issues and their effects on the                   
environment, to sign our petition.  

It is a simple thing to do and could make 
a massive difference to the decisions being 
made. You can find the petition on the Go 
Fossil Free website by searching for 
www.tinyurl.com/y7powmhw, or at the 
top of the We°CAN Facebook page at 
www.tinyurl.com/y8r7m98e. If you ‘like’ 
the page you will then receive regular              
updates on climate issues.  

Thank you 

Mike Barron (On behalf of Wenningdale             
Climate Action Network (We°CAN)) 

Old School House, High Bentham 

 

Dear BN 

I must endorse the article in last month’s 
edition of BN about shopping locally. It’s a 
really crucial issue. It asks, “Do we want 
fewer shops in Bentham?” There must 
come a tipping point where one more shop 
closing causes all the dominoes to fall, and 
suddenly our Main Street is dead. I, for 
one, desperately don’t want this to happen. 
We have already lost two bank branches, 
and come very close to losing the post 

office, so the writing is on the wall. 
    Do we really need a ‘Love                
Bentham Campaign’, or should we 
all do what the article suggests and 

fully support our wonderful and varied 
shops, together with all the star people who 
work in them and supply them?                     
You choose. 
Anthony Smith 

Lakeber Drive, High Bentham 
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Events in November 
Town Hall Codes: TB Ballroom LH Lower 
Hall WR Wenningdale Room  Others:  
PP Pioneer Projects LW Looking Well 
 

Wed 1st Methodist Church Hall, 9.30-
 10.30am, Pilates with Sally Horn. 
 And every Wed in term time. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11.30am,  
 Coffee Morning. Donations to local 
 Charities. And every Wednesday. 
 10am-2pm, Visit of Market Place 
 books from Kendal. Come shopping 
 For Christmas. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon. Post 
 Office Services. And every Wed. 
 11.30am-2.15pm, Community Link 
 Café. And every Wed. 
 3.45-8.30pm, Helen Howard School  of 
 Dance. And every Wed term time. 
 PP, Looking Well, 2-4pm, Art for 
 All Art Group. And every Wed. 
 2.30 until 4.30pm, Basic Computer  
 Skills & Utility Bill Check in the 
 library. And 8th & 15th. 
 8-9.30pm, Singing for all. Tel. David 
 Burbidge 01539 621166 for details.  
 And 15th. 
 Town Hall, 10-11am, Stepping Stones 
 new baby & toddler group starts. £1 
 per family, light refreshment 
 included. Contact Ruth on 62574 for 
 further info.  LH. 
Thurs 2nd Town Hall, 7-8pm, TNT Fitness, 
 Boxercise.  And every Thurs.  TB 
 7-10pm, High Bentham WI. LH. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm
 Welcome-In. Dominoes and tea for  all 
 ages, for transport contact Anthony 
 63156.  And 16th & 30th. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Bat ’N’ 
 Chat. And every Thurs.  
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of  
 Dance.  And every Thurs. term time. 
 PP, Looking Well, 1-4pm Art Shed. 
 Community Art. And every Thurs. 
Fri 3rd Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Fri. 
 PP, Looking Well, 10.30am-1pm, Art 
 Skills Development for details  
 tel 62672. And every Fri. 
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Mystery Speaker 

  

 Footpath, Airton, 7.5 miles, George 
 Sheridan and Finn 07905 069990. Pg 32 
 Town Hall, 5.30-6.30pm, Sally Reid, 
 LH. And every Fri. 
 Methodist Church,  7.30pm, Hymn 
 Festival led by Rev Bryan Yardy and 
 The Orton Male Voice Choir 
Sat 4th Town Hall, 10am-12noon,   
 Goodenber Rd Coffee Morning 
Mon 6th PP, Health Walks for Women, 
 meet 9.20am at Lairgill Car Park.  
 And every Mon.  
 PP, Looking Well, Monthly Carers 
 group with Making Art for those 
 with memory loss  both 10.15am- 
 12.15pm, ring 62672 for details. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Office Open. And every Mon. not 
 bank holidays. 
 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Mon. Not bank 
 holidays. 
 6.15-7.45pm Tai Chi. And every 
 Mon in term time. 
 Town Hall, 1-3pm, N Y Horizons. 
 WR. And every Mon. 
 1-4pm, Indoor Bowls, TB. Every Mon. 
 7-8pm, TNT Fitness,  Boxercise. And 
 every Mon. TB.  
 7 for 7.30pm, Council Meeting, LH. 
 Ingleton Community Centre, 8pm, 
 Bentham, Ingleton & Burton  MENCAP
 AGM. New members welcome. 
Tues 7th PP, Looking Well, 10.30am, 
 Looking Well Tuesday Café and Art 
 Activities. Community Lunch at 
 1pm with Soup. And every Tues. 
 Creative Writing Group, 11.30-1pm. 
 And every Tues. 
 Bentham Community Library 
 1.30-4.30pm, Adult Learning Skills, 
 IT drop-in. And 21st & 28th. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Office 
 Open. And every Tues. 
 3.45-9pm, Helen Howard School of  
 Dance.  And every Tues term time 
 Town Hall,  9-10am, Mature 
 Movers.  LH. And every Tues. 
 10.15-11.45am, Contemporary Ballet 
 LH. And every Tues. 
 10am-12noon, Craft Club. And 
 every Tues. WR. 
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 6.30-9pm, Slimming World. And 
 every Tues. LH. 
 7-8pm, Aerobics. And every Tues TB. 
Wed 8th Bentham Community Library,  
 11am—12pm, Under 5s Storytime 
 with arts activity. And 22nd. 
 Looking Well, 7.30pm,Green Café 
 hosts the Land Workers’ Alliance. 
Thurs 9th  Town Hall,  9.30-10.30am, Pilates 
 And every Thurs.  LH
 Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm, 
 Knit and Natter.  Knitting group for 
 any ability, help available.  And 23rd.  

Fri 10th Town Hall, 8pm, Film Group, pg 26.  
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Exercise with Sally  Horn 
Sat 11th Town Hall, 10am-12noon,  
 NSPCC Coffee Morning.  
 Vic Inst., 10am-12noon, Book Swap. 
 And every 2nd Sat.  
 Bentham Pet Rescue, 10am- 12pm 
 Coffee Morning, Clapham Village 
 Hall (with Craven Cat Rescue) 
 Methodist Church, 7.30pm, Saturday 
 Night Live & Friends from Chipping. 
Sun 12th  Footpath, Hest Bank (no lunch),  
 5 miles, Don Cartledge, 64979. Pg  32.  

BENTHAM NEWS DEADLINE 
Mon 13th PP, Looking Well, Making Art. 
 For those with Memory Loss and 
 their carers, 10.15am-12.15pm. Tel 
 62672 for details. And 20th & 27th. 
Tues 14th Bentham Community Library, 
 2pm, Book Group.  
 Methodist Church, 2.15pm, The 
 Bright Hour with Pauline Wright. 
Thurs 16th Footpath, Ingleborough (train),  
 9  miles, Sheila & David Longton 
 61838.  See page  32. 
 Bentham Primary School, 7pm, 
 Low Bentham WI. 
 Town Hall, 7.30-9pm, LASRUG. WR. 
 7.30pm, Bentham Agricultural 
 Society AGM, LH. 
Fri 17th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Bee Keeping, John Vendy. 
Sat 18th Town Hall, 10am-12noon,  
 St Boniface Coffee Morning. 
Fri 24th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Card making, Kay Piper. 
Sat 25th Footpath, Scorton/Nicky Nook, 7 
 miles, Alison & Colin Stroud,  
 07854 789311.  See page  32. 

 Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Bentham 
 Agricultural Society Coffee Morning. 
Mon 27th Methodist Church, 7.30pm, 
 Ewecross Historical Society. David 
 Joy: Liverpool Cowkeepers from the 
 Yorkshire Dales—A Family History. 
 Visitors £3. 
Friday 1st Dec  

BENTHAM NEWS PUBLISHED 
Sat 2nd Dec Town Hall, St John’s Coffee 
 Morning TB  
 

Keep this Date Free ….. 
13 December 2017 at 7.30pm. Christmas 
Concert - more details next month ….. 
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F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 
01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

 

 Settle Chimney  
Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  
Sweeping Service. 

Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls, Carbon  
Monoxide Detectors Supplied & Fitted. 
National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683  
Mob. 07815 285321  

MEL BOOTH 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

07825749631 
 

GENERAL HANDYMAN,  
GARDEN MAINTENANCE,   

GREAT RATES. 

 

Bentham Film Group  
By Stella Hall 

   On Friday 10th November the 
film 'Their Finest' (Cert 12A) will 
be shown by Bentham Film 
Group in High Bentham Town Hall. 

This historical comedy-drama is an           
affectionate ode to morale-boosting British 
Ministry of Information films of the Second 
World War. Gemma Arterton stars as a 
young copywriter who is brought in to 
work on a film based on the Dunkirk             
rescue, starring the fading matinee idol 
Ambrose Hilliard (Bill Nighy). As the 
bombs are dropping round them in 1940s 
London, the colourful cast and crew work 
furiously to make a film that will warm the 
heart of the nation. The film starts at 8pm 
and tickets cost £5 on the door. As usual, 
there will be a raffle and refreshments in 
the interval. 

 
 
 
 

 

Bentham Dementia  
Friendly Community  
By Kathleen Kelly 
A Dementia Awareness Session took place 
on 28th September at the Golf Club. Those 
attending were advised about what to            
expect from being part of a Dementia               
Friendly Community. The participants                      
represented various local groups, shops 
and those caring for someone                      
with Dementia. At the end of the meeting 
those who joined Bentham Dementia                
Friendly Community were given badges  
identifying us as ‘Dementia Friends.’               
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Churches Together In              
Bentham 
Harvest Reflections From           
Bentham Parish Church 
By Maggie Bruno, Secretary, Bentham PCC 

015242 61616  davidmaggiebruno@gmail.com 

Harvest is a time to celebrate giving; God’s 
gift of creation to all men, the bounty of His 
gift of food in the harvest, and the gifts He 
gives to each of us to share with others. At 
St John’s we celebrated all of this over the 
Harvest Weekend 23rd-24th October. Our                   
incredible team of flower arrangers               
decorated the church with magnificent           
displays and the Church was open all 
weekend to enjoy their handicraft. Others 
made 47 beautiful posies, which were 
blessed at the service and then given to 
those in the Parish who have been                
recently bereaved or who are in special 
need; a reminder to them that they                
continue to be in our thoughts and                 
prayers - a small gift but so gratefully            
received. Families@4 on Saturday was a 
great harvest party with over 53 people 
coming, the children enjoying harvest craft 
activities, topped off with homemade 
cottage pie and apple pie. 

During our Harvest Service on                   
Sunday morning, members of the                   
congregation brought their own                        
harvest gifts to the altar, and Andrew 
Wightman from Farm Community                    
Network told us about the exciting                 
ministry of the Auction Mart Chaplaincy. 
We then shared a Parish Lunch together. 
After the service, all the harvest produce 
was distributed between the Bradford Red 
Cross Centre for destitute refugees and 
asylum seekers, and the Langley House 
Trust Care Home rehabilitating offenders in 
Lancaster. We are reminded that God’s 
bounty is for all people, and that Jesus’ 
ministry was often among the outcasts and 
rejects of society. Harvest celebrations were 
rounded off with the Community Harvest 

Service in Bentham 
Primary School on             
Sunday 1st October, 
with Bentham Praise 
and Bentham Music 
Group leading the 
singing. All ages packed in to give thanks 
to God, and to hear John Dawson, (now of 
TV’s Yorkshire Dales fame!) speak. Gifts of 
produce were then taken to local food 
banks to feed others.  

What a week of celebrating God’s             
giving! 

St Margaret’s Kneelers 
Following on from October’s Bentham 
News, this is just a reminder that the                 
kneelers from St Margaret’s Church will be 
on display in St John’s Church on                         
18th November 2017, 10am–12noon, for 
people to enjoy, and for those wishing to 
have a kneeler worked by a family               
member or with a close personal                      
connection, to identify and collect them. 
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All joinery work  

Undertaken 
 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 
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Park And Ride 

By Sue Bloxham 
I'd noticed the big car park on the new              
motorway junction on Caton Road and seen 
the Park and Ride signs. However, I didn't 
know a Park and Ride service was up and 
running until a friend told me just the other 
day. So I tried it out when visiting a friend 
in the Lancaster Royal Infirmary.  

The buses run every half hour from the 
car park to a strict timetable between 06.50 
to 19.45. You can check the timetable on the 
website below, but during the day, they go 
at 20 past the hour and 10 to the hour, so 
you can schedule your drive to avoid a 
wait. They go to George Street, China Street 
and the Bus Station, providing quick access 
to the hospital, station and city centre. The 
buses take 10 minutes to get to George 
Street and cost £1.50, 75p for a child. The 
parking is free. I found that by arriving at 
the Park and Ride just before the bus goes, 
and then doing the 5 minute walk up to the 
hospital, it didn't take much longer than 
driving and then finding and paying for 
somewhere to park, which is often difficult 
at the hospital. It is cheaper too. It costs 
£2.20 and £3.90 to park at the LRI for 2 and 
4 hours respectively. The prices are £2.40 
and £3.60 for the same times at the other 
Lancaster City car parks. The cost savings 
are even greater if you visit Lancaster for 
longer. Indeed, you can use the Park and 
Ride bus service for only £6 a week, ideal if 
you work within walking distance of                
central Lancaster. Obviously, if there is 
more than one of you in the car the savings 
are less, but a family of 2 adults and up to 3 
kids can ride for £3 return and up to 4 
adults travelling in the same car only pay 
£4 return. It could be a real boon for               
Christmas shopping weekends when             
finding parking spaces can be hard work. 

The car park is also useful for other              
reasons. It is a good place to meet up to car 
share, saving money, congestion and the 
environment. You can also park here if you 
want to cycle into town, which saves                
parking costs and gives you the benefit of 
some daily exercise if you work there.              
Alternatively, the cycle path goes in both 

directions so it is an easy place to park just 
for a leisure cycle ride up or down the Lune 
Valley. 

The Park and Ride was required as a 
condition in the planning permission for 
the Heysham Link Road and there are 600 
parking places. There has been concern that 
it will struggle to succeed. It is a pity that it 
hasn't been better publicised in the Lune 
Valley and beyond to increase use, as              
greater use may make a more regular bus 
service viable. 
Satnav postcode LA2 9HG 
Website http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-
and-travel/public-transport/park-and-ride/lancaster-
park-and-ride.aspx 

Learn to Drive with  

Sally Moore 
 

Your local, friendly  

Instructor 
 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 
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News From Our Neighbours 
 

Settle Photographic Group  
Come and have a taster month at Settle Photographic Group for free in November.                  
Monday 6th November 7.30pm Townhead Court, Settle. People, Pets and Children. Favourite sub-
jects, but often very difficult to photograph – a look at how to do it. Gallery of members’ images: 
Photographs in the style of . . . . Visitors free this month.          
Monday 20th November 7.30pmTownhead Court, Settle  Street Photography – a talk by Dave            
Masson. Dave is a British born photographer, who takes great pleasure in finding the extraordinary, 
often documenting the surreal happenings on the city streets.    Visitors free this month. 
Tuesday 21st November - weather permitting - Visit to Yordas Cave, Kingsdale              
settlephotos.org  for more information on all events. 
 

What’s on in November at Hornby Institute:  
5th November-Bonfire Night & Fireworks (in the field by the river). Bonfire lit 6.30pm Fireworks 
7pm Adults £2 Children £1.  
11th November-Jazz in Hornby Returns with The Band From Uncle. Local group led by Paul                
Froggatt, tenor; with David Strutt, trumpet; Mike Reynolds, keyboard; Dave Guppy, double bass; 
Pete French, drum. ‘Their website tells us “lively swing music” and with vocals by Laura Andrews, 
I’ve seen this band and that hardly does them justice’ (Sam Ashton) Doors and bar open at 7.30pm, 
music from 8pm. Tickets £10 on the door or ring 015242 22227.  
18th November—Christmas Craft Fair. Refreshments served all day. 
Also at Hornby Institute  
Singing group (The Hornby Singers) 
As there were fewer attendees at the afternoon sessions of the singing group and a growing demand 
for evening sessions  it was decided to change to an evening only group. We will now meet every 
Tuesday evening  in Hornby Institute at 7-9pm. By meeting weekly we feel that it will help the 
group develop musically and encourage new members. Do come and join us, we are learning               
Christmas music and we do have fun (and refreshments). No audition, no previous experience            
necessary and you do no need to be able to read music. Cost £4. For further information                       
015242 21449. 
Flower Club: Hornby Institute 7.30-9.30pm 
The next meeting  of the Flower Club will be on Thursday 16th November when our speaker and 
demonstrator will be Liz from the Flower Bank, Hornby.  Her theme for the evening will be a per-
sonal one,  entitled 'My Journey as a Florist'.  
Advance notice for December:  Please note the date 7th December. Our demonstrator at our               
December meeting will be Ros Harrison who comes from Barrow. Ros's title is 'Christmas                     
Unwrapped' so I am sure we are in for a few surprises and hopefully a few imaginative ideas for 
Christmas. The earlier date is to allow our members to engage in all the festivities in the run up to 
Christmas but not missing out on their Flower club meeting. Cost £4.00. Refreshments. Raffle.  
Free courses sponsored by Lancashire Adult Education in Hornby Institute: 
Creative Writing Thursday 9th November-7th December, 10am-12pm, 5 weeks, tutor Marian 
McCraith. On this course you will learn how to unleash your creative side and develop your writing 
in an original style. You will learn the principles of writing fiction, poetry, autobiography,                     
monologues and short play scripts. You will learn how to develop characters, establish a sense of 
place and time in your writing, use dialogues and experiment with writing styles. 
Family History Thursday 11th January-8th February 2018. Details to follow. To book a place on 
either of these courses please contact Hornby Institute on 015242 22227. 
 

Caton  
St Paul's School PTA are holding a Christmas Shopping Market Night on Saturday 18th                      
November. 7:30-9pm at the Victoria Institute in Caton. There will be a wide range of seasonal gifts, 
cards, decorations, crafts and health and beauty products. If you would like a stall please contact 
Sarah on 07801594299 or Jill on 07854006914 for further information. The PTA will be offering               
refreshments including Mince Pies and Mulled Wine. 
 

Thornton-in-Lonsdale  
Christmas Coffee Morning with stalls and children’s activities on Saturday 2nd December, 10.30am 
to 12.30pm at St Oswald’s Church, Thornton in Lonsdale (opposite the Marton Arms).  All welcome. 
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Walks in November 
By Kate Rowe 
Following on from my notes about 
Himalayan Balsam last month,                       
Gardener's World recently had an item 
about it. Scientists had been trying to find 
out why it did not become a menace in its 
own environment, The Himalayas. Maybe 
an insect was keeping it under control? 
They discovered a fungus, rust, was doing 
that, and now have produced it here for 
releasing in really bad areas. They have 
released about 25 lots of rust for the last 
three years, and hope it will blow around 
and spread. Interestingly, Himalayan            
Balsam can still be sold in garden centres 
until next year. 

     All our walks this month leave Lairgill 
at 9.30am, the first being a 7.5 mile walk 
parking by Kirby Malham Church on             
Friday 3rd. We then walk down to and 
cross the River Aire, followed by a short 
sharp rise out of the valley. It gradually 
eases as we cross open moor land to Weets 
top where there are the remains of an old 
medieval cross. From the Weets we                
gradually drop down to Calton and then 
cross back across the Aire at Airton. From 
Airton we follow paths back to Kirkby 
Malham. 

    On Sunday 12th no lunch is needed for a 
straightforward five mile walk starting 
from the foreshore car park at Hest Bank. 
We walk back across the level crossing up 
to the Lancaster Canal and along the                
towpath to Bolton-le-Sands. Leaving the 

canal we head back to the foreshore 
via Wild Duck Hall and Red Bank 
Farm. 

    We start our walk on Thursday 
16th with a drive to Ribblehead Station to 
catch the 10.17 train for the short journey 
to Horton-in-Ribblesdale. From the station 
we take the footpath up Ingleborough via 
Sulber Nick. After visiting the peak we 
take the path along the top of Southern 
Scales and Park Fell before the steep                
descent to Colt Park. Our route is then 
down the farm track to Gauber Road 
which we follow back to Ribblehead and 
the cars.  

On Saturday 25th parking is in the car 
park and picnic area past the motorway 
bridge above Scorton, for a 7 mile walk. 
We cross fields to the entrance to 
Grizedale valley, head down a track to the 
reservoir then up and back down Nicky 
Nook. Dropping down to a minor road we 
head back via fields and the river to the car 
park. 

    Finally, details of our first December 
walk of 8 miles on Sunday 3rd. Starting 
from the quarry just before the ski slope on 
the Nick of Pendle road from Clitheroe, we 
walk towards the Nick and then drop 
down through Pendleton and cross the 
A59. After going northwards along a quiet 
country lane for about three-quarters of a 
mile we then re-cross the A59 and head for 
Angram Green. We turn and go back to 
the cars via Little Mearley Hall and              
Mearley Hall. 
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Teenage Book Review 
By Daisy Redfern 

‘Predator’s Gold’ by Philip Reeve 
‘Predator’s Gold’ is the second book in the 

‘Mortal Engines’ 
adventure quartet. It 
was first published 
in 2003 and was 
written by Phillip 
Reeve. This book is 
set far in the future, 
two years after the 
first book, ‘Mortal 
Engines’. 
    Tom Natsworthy 
and Hester Shaw 
have been living in 
an airship ever since 
the ruin and                

collapse of London, when danger strikes 
them again. It is hard work finding a city to 
take refuge on up in the Ice Wastes – the 
barren frozen surface of ancient Greenland. 
Soon they find Anchorage, a city left almost                
deserted after the plague, and on a course 
that is sure to put the lives of everybody on 
it in danger. After an exciting life flying 
along the Bird Roads, it’s difficult for               
Hester to settle down on the quiet and  
empty Anchorage. And this is something 
that gets harder for her as the cold and            
perilous journey goes on. We follow Hester 
and Tom on separate journeys as they both             
tackle personal issues, and we are left               
almost shouting at the book when Reeve 
surprises us with plot change after plot 
change. 

 

Reeve keeps us captivated by using 
many themes; betrayal, trust, adventure 
and interestingly, the laws of tradition and 
what becomes of those who break them. 
Not only did I find ‘Predator’s Gold’              
entertaining but it really made me think, 
and understand the bravery it takes to 
break tradition and the courage you must 
have to stand up for what you think is 
right, even if you are being told not to. 

 I cannot recommend ‘Predator’s Gold’ 
enough. I really enjoyed it and will most 
certainly be reading it again. 
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Bentham Blogger On 
Jewish Opposition To 
Balfour 
This month’s 100th anniversary of 
the Balfour Declaration, in which 
the British government promised to the 
Jewish people a home land in Palestine, will 
be marked by a talk from Bentham blogger 
Robert Cohen who’ll be speaking at the 
Cornerstone, Dalton Square, Lancaster on 
15th  November at 7pm. 

While most Jewish communities around 
the world will be celebrating the Balfour             
centenary, Palestinians see it as an historic 
betrayal of their rights, the implications of 
which are still being played out in today’s 
conflict. 

Robert, who’s married to Ingleborough 
Team Rector, Rev Anne Russell, is a leading                
dissident voice within the UK Jewish               
community and his talk will present some 
of the ‘lost voices’ of Jewish dissent against 
Balfour’s Declaration 100 years ago. He’ll 
also discuss Jewish concerns about Israel 

today and the difficulties of             
public debate on this issue. 

    Robert Cohen’s blog ‘Writing 
from the Edge’ can be read here        

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/
writingfromtheedge/  

The meeting has been organised by Three 
Peaks for Palestine, the Faith and Justice 
Commission, Lancaster Methodist Church 
and Global Link. 

If you’d like a lift from Bentham to              
Lancaster to hear the talk please contact                        
Annie on 64886. 
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Springfield Bowling Club Presentation Evening 
By Helen Cross (Club Secretary) 
On Wednesday 11th October Springfield Bowling Club held their annual presentation               
evening at Bentham Golf Club. The members enjoyed a wonderful two course meal                   
followed by the presentation of the trophies by the president Eddie Knowles. The awards  
are shown below:- 

   This year, in June, the club            
hosted the Home Guard                       
Challenge Cup and managed to 
win the cup, beating                        
Ingleborough by 4 points. Medals 
were presented to the players 
who took part in this competi-
tion; Audrey Shannon, Andrew 
Cross, Tom Davies, Helen Cross, 
Ruth Parker and Clifford Park.  

   The Lancaster Vets team 
came second in their division this 
year and so gained promotion to               
Division A next season.  

   Thanks to all who helped at 
the coffee morning on Saturday 
7th October and to those who                   
provided prizes, cakes etc and all 
those who made time to attend 
on the day.  

   The next season will start in 
March 2018 and if you have             
never played bowls before and 
would like to try, watch out for 
the opening day poster on the 
town hall notice board. In the                     
meantime short mat bowls will 
be held on Monday afternoons in 
the town hall. Also the                      
fortnightly social evenings in the 
club house will continue throughout the winter months for those interested. All are             
welcome to join us. 

TROPHY WINNER(S) RUNNER(S)-UP 

Butterfield Cup 

(Fundraiser) 

Audrey Shannon 

Julie Fisher 

Frank Farnill 

Eddie Knowles 

Garlick Cup Alan Tonge 

 Liz Farnill 

Cliff Park 

Sue Pilkington 

Tom Davies Trophy Andrew Cross Tony Bowler 

Mary Johnson Trophy Helen Cross Sue Pilkington 

Lister Shield Andrew Cross Helen Cross 

Challenge Cup Tom Davies Martin Carr 

Butterfield Cup Andrew Cross Cliff Park 

Rose Bowl Audrey Shannon Pam Woof 

Jim Bush Cup Helen Cross Audrey Shannon 

Cardus Cup Audrey Shannon 

Martin Carr 

Ray Shannon 

Frank Farnill 

Jubilee Cup/ 

President’s Day 

Sue Park 

Cliff Park 

Barry Taylor 

Eddie Knowles 

Springfield Plate Helen Cross Andrew Cross 

Captain’s Awards Men Geoff Lawson  

Captain’s Awards Ladies Ruth Parker  
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News From The Station 
By Gerald Townson 

A Grand Day Out To 
Mytholmroyd 
On Friday 29th September members of the 
Friends of Bentham Station, the                             
Leeds-Morecambe Community Rail                   
Partnership and the Lancaster and Skipton 
Rail User Group were warmly welcomed by 
the volunteers of Mytholmroyd Station 
Partnership, at the Good Shepherd Centre, 
for a reciprocal lunch. This was the second 
of  two  events  to mark the first anniversary  

 

 

 

of the twinning of the two stations and their 
adoption groups. 

Along with guests from Northern and 
the Association of Community Rail                            
Partnerships, all enjoyed a super pie-and-
peas lunch, some of which amusingly            
arrived by pram. Following lunch, the           
gathering was addressed by the Deputy 
Lord Lieutenant of West Yorkshire,                
Christine Harris and the Mayor of              
Hebdenroyd, Councillor Pat Fraser. Both 

Photo by Paul Bigland of Geoff Mitchell (Chairman) and Sue Mitchell (Secretary) above of 
Mytholmroyd Station Partnership presenting the statuette created by Sue to FOBS Chairman, 
Gerald Townson.  Poster created by Mytholmroyd Station Partnership, right. 
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spoke about the strength of 
communities and ‘home-
grown’ initiatives. 

The proceedings were 
rounded off with the                      
presentation of a statuette, 
the ‘Bentham Line Punk’, to 
FOBS by the Mytholmroyd 
Partnership. The inspiration 
for the model came from              
a passenger who was                 
travelling on the same train 
as the partnership members,             
following their visit to             
Bentham earlier in                     
September.  

Dales Railcard And 
Winter Offer 2017/18 
The Bentham Line Winter 
Offer for Dales Railcard 
Holders will run from             
Monday, 30th October               
2017 to Friday, 23rd March 
2018. 

In previous years a fixed 
price day return fare has been 
offered, but this year the offer 
has been extended and is for 
a Day Ranger ticket which 
can be used as often as you 
like along the line on the day 
of issue. 

The cost for the Dales                
Railcard holder will be                
£7.00 for an adult and £3.50 
for up to four accompanying children.            
The offer is available on all services 
throughout the period with just a few             
exceptions, namely; Saturdays 2nd, 9th, 
16th and 23rd December; Sundays 3rd, 10th,                  
17th and 24th December 2018 and Saturday 
10th to Sunday 18th February 2018                   
inclusive. 

A similar offer is available on the Settle-
Carlisle Line.  The cost is £9.00 for adults 
and £4.50 for accompanied children.                
However, travel is not allowed on the 05:56 
from Carlisle to Leeds. 
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MARK WATSON 
HOME & GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 
 

 
Gardening 

and landscaping services,  
mowing, strimming. Hedge cutting, fencing, 

paving, turfing and power washing.  
Loft insulating and pointing. 

 

07759680938   07759680943 
015242 62038 

LOGS LOGS LOGS 
Kiln Dried Firewood 

Seasoned Logs, Bags or Loads 
Cash and Carry  
Pick up Point 

 

Bentham Road, Ingleton 
 

Call David on:  015242 41521 
Mobile: 07713055404 

 

COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 
MOB 07765 882579 

Bentham News is published at New House, Mewith Lane, Bentham, by a voluntary                
editorial committee consisting of Shirley Brown, Kathleen Kelly, Ros Lloyd,                   
Howard Matthew, Anne Preston, Jane Proctor, Richard Wallace, Pam Woof, and             
Denise Henshaw—co-ordinator, who can be contacted on 015242 61515.                                
Emma Greenep works alongside Denise administering the advertising side of the             
paper and can be reached on ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk. Every effort is made to             
ensure that information contained in the paper is correct, however, Bentham News is an 
open access paper and views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the             
editorial committee. The committee reserves the right to edit contributions. We are willing 
to withhold names on request, but names, addresses and telephone numbers must accom-
pany  all  items  for publication. Please hand in to Emma’s Hair and Beauty in the Main 
Street or email to:- info@thebenthamnews.co.uk    

Copy deadline is 12th November for the December edition. Please note we cannot             
guarantee the inclusion of any articles after this date. We aim to acknowledge all emails, if 
you do not receive a reply to an email, contact us again, as it may not have been  received. 
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New Tramper Provides Access For All To               
Ingleborough Cave 

By Sarah Pettifer (Marketing & Communications Officer, Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust 
(YDMT) 015242-51002 

An all-terrain powered wheelchair is opening up the foothills of Ingleborough, including 
the UK’s only fully wheelchair accessible show cave, to people who have difficulty                
walking. 

The chair, known as a Tramper, is available free of charge by pre-arrangement from the 
entrance to the Ingleborough Estate Nature Trail in Clapham, the gateway to some of the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park’s finest limestone scenery. The 1.3 mile Nature Trail, part 
of a popular, picturesque route to the summit of Ingleborough, passes by a lake and winds 
through scenic woodland into an open dale before reaching the imposing entrance to one 
of the UK’s finest natural underground wonders, Ingleborough Cave. 

The Tramper has been funded by grants from the Yorkshire Dales National Park                
Authority’s Sustainable Development Fund and Stories in Stone, a four-year programme 
of community and heritage projects developed by the Ingleborough Dales Landscape 
Partnership, which is led by Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust (YDMT) and mainly              
funded by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund, thanks to National Lottery 
players. Andrew Jarman, Manager 
of Ingleborough Cave, said: “We 
have been looking for a solution to 
open up access for the less able for 
some time. Thanks to the Yorkshire 
Dales National Park Authority and 
Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust 
this has now become a reality, and 
we couldn’t be happier to welcome 
new visitors who wouldn’t have 
been able to see this beautiful              
underground wonder in times gone 
by.” 

Anyone interested in using the 
Tramper needs to book it in                
advance. For further  information or 
to make a reservation, contact             
Ingleborough Cave on :- 

info@ingleboroughcave.co.uk or 
015242-51242. 

 

Photo by Debbie Boswell, YDMT, 
shows Tramper being driven by              
Bob Newing with Andrew Jarman, 
Ingleborough Cave Manager, at               
entrance to Clapham Nature Trail 

 



40  

 

September At Age 
Concern 
By Olive Calverley 
Two more members, Mary Murphy and 
Dorothy Rose, attained the ‘magic 90’ this 
month and they received cards and                 
congratulations. 

A trip took us to ‘Crosskeys’, a                   
Temperance Hotel in the Dales, where we 
had coffee. Then we viewed Cautley Spout 
(England’s highest waterfall above ground) 
in all its glory and had lunch at Kirkby Ste-
phen. We returned home via Keld, 
Thwaites and Buttertubs, calling in at 
Hawes Creamery for a tea break. Many 
thanks to Janet, Jean and David who looked 
after us. 

The following week we came down to 
earth with ‘Card Bingo’ and chocolate treats 
followed by exercises with Sally. On 15th 
September we had a wonderful Jazz and 
Blues Session with Sue on saxophone, Dave 
on guitar and Keith on drums. They set our 
feet tapping and hands clapping – excellent! 
In the middle of the month we had a trip to 
Cartmel Priory and also visited Sizergh and 
Levens. Another week Jack Pickup from the 
local Cave Rescue Organisation, of which 

all members are volunteers,                   
described some exciting events 
of the past months and told us 
about ways in which cave                
rescues have changed since the 

inauguration of CRO in 1935. On the final 
afternoon of the month we heard about 
happy and sad events that Jane and Shirley 
had dealt with as they sat as judges in 
court. They showed us the robes they wore 
on duty and emphasised that when the 
cases involved children, their welfare was 
always the most important consideration. 
This was a month full of interest, for which 
we thank the committee, and also the cook 
and her helpers.  
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Save The Swimming Pool 
– And Swim The Lune! 
By Roger Carter - Lune Valley Community 
Services Tel: 015242-22283 
 

Village amenities are like Helium filled 
balloons, once you let them go you never 
get them back! Which is why the LVCS 
pool committee is fighting like crazy to save 
Hornby Swimming Pool and re-open it for 
the benefit of the greater Lune Valley.             
We still await official approval from            
Lancashire County Council for transfer of 
the pool to community ownership, but 
have been granted an extension of the 
‘mothball’ period up to 31st  March 2018 
and promised a final decision in November. 
The sooner the better as we have a draft 
constitution, business plan and marketing 
strategy in place and once we get CAT                 
approval we can be up and running very 
quickly. Our task now is to keep up                 
pressure on the decision makers, increase 
matched funding and demonstrate strength 
of feeling and community support.  

It’s now or never!  This is the last chance 
to save this pool for you, your family, your 
community and the future –so please get 
involved. Investment in our £25                      
Community Share Pledge scheme has now 
exceeded £22,000, just short of our £25,000 
target. We are nearly there and further            
individual contributions would be very                                   

welcome. Anyone can pledge any amount 
for any reason. Pledge now and pay later!           
It’s easy. Please just give us a call, or email 
us and we will send all the details by            
return. For share pledges, sponsorship, 
newsletter or anything else please                                                
contact: email lunevalleycs@gmail.com  or 
telephone 01524-805666. So there’s lots            
happening– please sign up to receive our 
regular newsletters and keep up to date 
with the campaign. We welcome any other 
fund raising support or voluntary help for 
the campaign and here are a couple of             
typical community events already planned. 

River Lune Sponsored ‘Swimathon’. 
When the pool is open again we will be 
holding a team or individual relay swim 
event of 71 km (53 miles), the approximate 
length of the River Lune. Jump in and join 
us! Sponsorship forms and details will soon 
be circulating.  

1950s  ‘Splish Splash‘ party night at 
Arkholme Village Hall. Saturday 27th 
January 2018. Why not help swell the 
fighting fund and join us for a night of           
nostalgia and fun with vintage live rock & 
roll pop music by The Jetsons. The fabulous 
Jetsons present ‘splish splash - we’re saving 
the bath’ party night. They just love to help 
any special event go with a swing. More 
details to follow but please put this on your 
2018 calendar for a really great night out. 
All profits go to  ‘Save the Pool’ fund. 

mailto:lunevalleycs@gmail.com
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 The PuncThe Punch Bowlh Bo 

Low Bentham 
 

Real Fire Real Food Real Ale 
 

Dishes made from fresh produce, locally 
sourced 

 
Dogs & Muddy Boots welcome 

 
Open all day from noon Tues –Sun 

 
Food served Tues-Sat 12-2 & 6-8.30 

Sunday -Traditional Roasts & full menu 

served all day to 8.30pm 
 

  Booking not essential but advisable 
at peak holiday times 

Tel 015242 61344 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

www.thepunchbowlbentham.co.uk 
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Bentham In 1938 
By Mary Taylor 
Mike Winstanley, Chairman 
of the Ewecross Historical 
Society, welcomed members 
and guest speaker Anne            
Wilson to the first meeting 
of the winter programme, 
held in Bentham Methodist Church on 
Monday 25th September. Anne said she was 
inspired to research her illustrated lecture 
‘Bentham in 1938’ on seeing a photograph 
of an overturned delivery van. From the 
number plate she discovered it to be from 
Foster’s shop on the site of the present             
Co-op. Foster’s had three vans delivering 
goods as far away as Caton, Hellifield and 
Ribble Head. In 1938 almost anything could 
be bought in Bentham, although there were 
more buses and trains than today.   

The population of 2,500, compared with 
about 3,000 today, worked mostly in and 
around the town. Almost half the women 
were unpaid domestic workers with most of 
the other women earning a living in the 

mills. Fewer men than                 
women worked in the 
mills with the main            
employment for men 
being on one of the 95 
farms. Horses carried 
out farm work and             
provided transport as 
there were very few cars, 

although there were two garages as well as 
two blacksmiths. The June Fair was still 
used for hiring workers but was not as busy 
as in former years. Police kept order, the 
police station having two cells, five postmen             
delivered mail on foot and by bicycle, and 
the telephone exchange was manned 24 
hours a day. The forthcoming war had little 
effect on Bentham with its numerous                 
activities, including sports clubs, shows, 
outings, the Women’s Institute, amateur 
dramatics and even a cinema; as well as the 
churches and pubs. Anne had even                
researched the weather, saying that 1938 
was much like this year with a hot dry 
spring and wet summer.   
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Bentham News Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £15 local—£21 non local One eighth page colour £20 local—£26 non local 

One quarter page £30 local—£42 non local One quarter page colour £40 local —£50 non local 

One half page £70 local—£90 non local  One half page colour £90 local—£110 non local 

Flyers  £150 commercial—£75 charity          

People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   
 

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 
 

Send to ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk or call 015242 61515 

Latest News: Extra Care Housing Plans 
By Keith Hartley 

Readers will recall that a couple of months ago Bentham News published the plans 
drawn up by the architects for Housing and Care 21 prior to their being submitted for full 
planning permission. 

Following a pre-application meeting with the District Planning Officer, and arising 
from discussions with local residents, the architects have re-drawn the plans, and recently 
met with members of Bentham’s Extra Care Group to present the new scheme layout.             
Although the points of contention were relatively minor, their resolution has made it            
necessary to change the layout quite radically, to a point where in fact the new plan bears 
very little resemblance to the old. On seeing the new plan, and after hearing the                    
explanation of the architect, the group agreed that, although different, the plan appeared 
to make better use of the available space and was more environmentally friendly. It also 
offered some provision for access and road safety concerns to be addressed. Regarding 
accommodation, the new plan shows that there will be three fewer bungalows and four 
more apartments, raising the accommodation to 72 units overall. 

A copy of the new plan was left with the Extra Care Group and this can be seen on               
display in the foyer of the library in Looking Well. Application for planning consent is 
imminent and the plan will probably go before the full Planning Committee for approval 
in January. Meanwhile, the ECH scheme is still subject to consultation, and observations 
or concerns may be addressed to the architect for the project: Nigel Peacock for                     
SPA Architects Ltd. (npeacock@spa-architects.com) 

mailto:npeacock@spa-architects.com)
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Results of 'Eeesy' Pet 
Rescue Quiz 2017 

By Peter Marshall (12 Croft Close, Ingleton 
LA6 3DB) 
Many thanks to over 300 of you who 
bought our quizzes this year (our 19th            
Annual Quiz) and especially to the 70 who 
went to the trouble of sending in their            
answer sheets. Some pages arrive in              
immaculate condition and others carry an 
element of frustration on them!  

This year there were 8 all correct answer 
sheets, with a further 12 just one mark 
away. These are the prize winners: 1: £50 
pet food voucher Miss T P Phillipps, 
Gattonside (Borders), 2: £15 cheque Barry 
Taylor, High Bentham, 3: £10 cheque             
Barbara Bennett, Burnley, 4: £5 cheque 
Mandy and colleagues, Low Bentham, 
lucky draw £5 cheques to                                  
Mrs. M Thompson from Penrith,                       
Miss W E Pilling from Milnthorpe and             
Ms M Myers from Lowgill. 

Our charity is now in its 20th year and 

continues to help re-home cats and kittens, 
for which work we thank all our volunteers 
both at the sanctuary and at our money 
raising events. Last year we produced a 
book of our first 15 Annual Quizzes (with 
answers!) and have sold over 80 copies. 
Naturally, these can still be supplied at a 
cost of £5 each including postage. 

Don’t forget Bentham News deadline  
date is 12th of November for the  

December edition. 
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TAYLORS 
 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 
High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  
9.00am—5.00pm 
Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 
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What To Look Out For In November   
By Sue Halsall 

Autumn is a great time of year for fungi, so if you are 

out walking in woods, look on rotting tree stumps for 

candle snuff fungi – they look like recently snuffed out 

candle wicks, black sticks with grey tips. You may also 

see clumps of yellowish mushrooms called sulphur 

tuft on old tree 

stumps. In old pasture 

that has never been fertilised or 

sprayed with pesticides, you might 

find bright red or yellow toadstools 

which are waxcaps – the caps being 

waxy, slimy or greasy.  

Finally, November is a great time to 

watch murmurations of starlings. These pre roosting aerobatics are 

most common on cold, clear evenings and are amazing to watch – 

one year huge flocks took up residence over the Wenning and we 

had great views of them flying, with birds from Eastern Europe and 

Russia joining the UK population. You should be able to see them at 

the RSPB reserve at Leighton Moss. 

 

Photo right by Richard Bayley 
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…/Continued from page 3  

There are future plans to get parents and grandparents even more involved in the 
school by inviting them to come to lessons or to evening sessions where teachers will         
demonstrate how they teach such areas as phonics, maths and reading so that they can 
better help their children’s learning. The school hall is available for hire, and all proceeds 
from this are returned directly to the school. Currently these funds subsidise school trips. 
Judo and yoga classes already happen here, and a community room with a kitchen and 
outdoor area is also available for meetings.  

The school is fortunate in having a well-equipped kitchen so school dinners, with 2 
options every day, are cooked on the premises. There are tablecloths, breadbaskets and a 
salad bar, and plastic trays are being phased out and replaced by porcelain plates and 
bowls. There is also a breakfast club from 8 o’clock every morning, invaluable for                  
working parents. 

I was also interested to hear that only the week before a theatre group had been in the 
school performing a play on the theme of bullying. This was followed by a workshop 
with the children exploring what actually counts as bullying and discussing how to deal 
with emotional issues like falling out with friends or being sad.  

Claire has ambitious aims for our Community Primary School, and she is confident 
that they’re achievable. Having spent a few hours in her company and experienced the 
lively, vibrant, caring atmosphere that she’s creating in the school, I believe her. 
 

 

October landscape by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 


