
     

 

 

Make This The Year You Do More 
Christmas Spending Locally  
Our local shops are looking very Christmassy and the goods 
displayed look tempting, good enough to buy! Have a close 
look at the adverts in this Bentham News that are bright 
and enticing and full of seasonal cheer. We all know that High Streets across 
the nation are struggling to compete with online shopping, so let’s help             
Bentham buck the trend. Shop local and keep our High Street lively and             
successful.                                         Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 

50P  DONATION APPRECIATED 
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Nigel Edmondson 10th August 1949 - 10th October 2017 

By Richard and Heather Knowles 

Nigel was eccentric, cantankerous and passionate about curious things, with wit which 
was often misunderstood as rudeness. He would sometimes answer the phone with 
“Lancaster Mortuary, we have a dead kipper that was 
run over on the M6 which we believe is yours.”   

Nigel was born 10th August 1949 to Margaret and                     
developed diabetes aged 4. He was parcelled off to a         
special school for diabetics in Salford but escaped. He 
thought school was “Bunkum”. As a youth Nigel was 
found riding in the cab of trains to Thornton and back, 
trainspotting at Lancaster Castle and in Settle Junction 
signal box. Later he filmed steam trains throughout the 
North. He could tell a train by its sound, and other 
sounds he loved were Lou Reed, Cream, The Beatles 
and Hawkwind among others. The Edmondson love of 
cars, motorbikes and engineering rubbed off on Nigel 
and he got an apprenticeship with Scammel.                  
Unfortunately Nigel’s love for motorbikes resulted in 
life changing injuries when he was wiped out by a car 
in Skipton in 1980.  

With his compensation he bought a house, ‘Woodbourne’ on Springfield, High                
Bentham. It was decorated throughout, but never again. 37 years later, as Nigel lay in his 
hospital bed in the living room, he uttered dumbfounded, “There’s wallpaper coming off 
up there!” It was only years of pipe smoke that had kept it on! Nigel built a rail track and                       
observatory in his garden and a model railway throughout the attic. He also bought his 
sister Heather a brand new car to replace her worn out mini. It was a yellow Yugo, the 
butt of many jokes, such as “What’s a Yugo with a sunshine roof? Answer: A skip”.             
He still ate Spam, listened to The Goons and loved Old Mother Reilly, Abbot and Costello 
and Will Hay. When I married Heather, Nigel chauffeured us in his 1946 cream and black 
Rover 16. Our old friend Mick Brown remarked huskily: “I love your car Nigel. In fact I 
could swap my wife for your car!” When the rodent control officer arrived at his house he 
was greeted with the words: “You look like the kind of guy who could wrestle a mouse!” 

Nigel was a medical enigma to Bentham Surgery. He knew the paramedics by name, 
and would swear vociferously at them unless he was really ill. He did not want to go to 
hospital and preferred to stay at home surrounded by pipe, baccy, coffee, pork pies,           
trifles, TV remotes and other precious items. And that’s what happened at the end.             
Discharged from hospital, a bed in his front room, surrounded by family and friends, 
clutching the little wooden cross Stephen Dawson had given him years before. However, 
he did think it was his pipe and try to smoke it.  

Nigel: Father, Grandfather, Great Grandfather, Brother, Nephew, Friend. You will live 
long in our memories for your humour, stubbornness and muted affection. Nigel was like 
his Grandad, who would reproach children wanting to cuddle him with: “Get off me 
neck, me collar cost nine pence”. Who knows which of Nigel’s ailments actually finished 
him off. We believe that, railway fanatic that he was, he just ran out of steam. 

The family would like to thank Bentham Health Centre, Spinal Care, the District Nurse 
Team and Paramedics for years of sufferance, also Stephen Dawson and Jimmy                   
Macdonald for their care. 
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Sir John Manduell CBE 
By Rev’d Mabel Parr 

Born in Johannesburg in 1928, Sir John Manduell, 
composer, studied at the University of                      
Strasbourg, Jesus College, Cambridge and the 
Royal Academy of Music. He joined the BBC in 
1956 as a producer, becoming Head of Music for 
the Midlands and East Anglia in 1961, returning 
to London in 1964 to plan the new BBC Music 
Programme, now Radio 3. In 1968 he left the BBC 
to become the first Director of Music at the               
University of Lancaster and just two years later 
was approached by Sir Charles Groves to become 
the founding Principal of the new Royal               
Northern College of Music, still to be built in 
Manchester. This, from 1971-1996, became his life 
work, simultaneously dovetailing in many other                  
prestigious appointments such as President of the European Association of                            
Conservatoires, President of the British Arts Festival Association and President of the           
National Association of Youth Orchestras. He served as Cheltenham Festival’s first              
Programme Director from 1969-1994.  

The idiom of John’s compositions is consistently highly personal. Whether vocal, solo 
instrumental, chamber or orchestral compositions, his works never lose a subtle identity. 

Sir John was created CBE in 1982 and Knight Bachelor in 1989. In 1990 the French            
Government created him Chevalier des Arts et Lettres. Other honours include the award 
of the first Leslie Boosey Award for services to contemporary music in 1980, and                   
Honorary Freedom of the Borough of Cheltenham in 1994. He received Honorary                 
Doctorates from Lancaster University, Manchester University & the Royal Scottish               
Academy of Music and Drama, and Fellowships from the all of the UK’s Royal Schools of 
Music, the Guildhall School of Music, Manchester Polytechnic and Trinity College of            
Music. 

Locally he has been involved in many musical organisations - he was a founding           
trustee of Lake District Summer Music in 1985 and its chairman from 1997 to 2005.               
He and his wife, Renna, have also assisted the Settle Orchestra on many occasions and 
the links between the Orchestra and the RNCM continue, encouraging and supporting 
young musicians – John would have been delighted to see the front page of November’s                
Bentham News. 

He and his family settled in Bentham in what he described as ‘his home tucked away in 
the folds of North Yorkshire’ in his memoirs No Bartok before Breakfast, published just a year 
before he died. In spite of his many achievements, John remained a very modest man;           
he was very generous in spirit, and despite a long illness was far more interested in the 
welfare of others than himself. He was very interested in local and national affairs.                
He was also passionately fond of cricket and it may be that his one regret was that he was 
never good enough to play for Yorkshire. 

He died at home on the 25th  October and his funeral service in St John’s was attended 
by many colleagues and friends and also the team of carers who had been a great support 
to John and Renna. He will be missed by all who knew him, especially Renna, their four 
children and his six grandchildren. 
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Bentham’s Bonfire And 
Firework Spectacular… 
Is It The Last?? 

Now read on ….. 
 

By Anna Miller, Lewis Yuill, Susie Byrne and 
Marie St Pierre 

Thank you to all those who joined us for 
this year’s Bonfire and Firework Show.             
We really hope you enjoyed the evening 
and, yet again, we had another successful 
year. This article is the committee’s                   
opportunity to thank the many people 
who contribute to the event - we are               
grateful to everyone who gives up their 
time to help us. First, we wish to thank 
Bentham & District Farmers’ Auction 
Mart, as well as acknowledge the generous 
sponsorship from Angus Fire Ltd,                 
Bentham Town Council, Craven District 
Council and Little Stars Baby and Toddler 
Group. We are also grateful to all of the local businesses who sell wristbands in advance 
of the event: Total Wellbeing, Flowerfields, Dalesbred Butchers, Riverside Caravan Park 
and Temptations.  

Thank you to all those who rallied round and joined us to marshal the event and sold 
tickets on the gate. A further thanks to: Linda McDonald, Paul, Sid and John Metcalfe for 
running our stalls, Iain Henshaw (www.s1b.com) for our speech and lighting; Stonegate 
Recording Studios for the speaker; Thalie Yuill, Ella Neill, Howard Neill and Sam               

Parkinson for their hard work preparing and           
tidying up the site. As ever, we hope you will 
agree that the fireworks were fantastic –                      
provided by Walk the Plank Ltd 
(www.walktheplank.co.uk). We hope you enjoyed 
the new band: Sambafriq, our poi swinger, Poppy 
Avison-Fell. Simply Delicious and Nigel Wildman 
provided the food and we are grateful to St John’s 
Ambulance and Bentham fire brigade for keeping 
us safe. Thank you to everyone in Bentham who 
generously donates to the red donation pots in 
various shops and pubs around Bentham, they 
normally raise us about £150 over the course of the 
year, so your spare change really does make a 
difference.  

   And finally, we have really enjoyed putting the 
bonfire event on for the last 6 years, but changes in 
our personal circumstances mean that we have 
decided that 2017 would be our last. Please don’t 
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let this be the end of Bentham Bonfire! If 
you would like to consider taking over the 
reins then please do get in touch 
(benthambonfire@gmail.com). It only takes 3
-4 people to organise the event, we don’t 
start organising until September each year, 
and the bank account is in a healthy                   
financial state. If you are interested we 
would be happy to run through how to put 
on the event and guide you through your 
first year. A huge thank you to                   
everyone in the local community for all of 
the support you have given us, we couldn’t 
have done it without you. For further               
information visit our Facebook page and 
search for ‘Bentham Bonfire’ or visit our 
website: www.benthambonfire.org.  
Photos page 4 by Lianne Daniels.  Top by Lewis Yuill 
and left by Sarah Spence. 
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People Of Bentham 
This month we are featuring Stephen Dawson, who lives in Bentham and is the priest in 
charge at St Oswald’s church in Horton-in-Ribblesdale. He’s 55, and married to Kath 
(nee Whitfield) and they have 2 children, Eleanor aged 25 who is a medical secretary and 
Matthew aged 20 who is a plumber. 

 

How long have you lived in Bentham and what brought you here? 
I came to Bentham when I married Kath in August 1988. I knew Bentham well because I 

was brought up on farms in Cold Cotes and Clapham and visited Bentham every                   
Wednesday. We came to the Auction Mart and also to buy shoes and trainers at a stall by 
The Royal Oak. 

 

Tell us something about yourself that people wouldn’t normally know. 
I am the second of nine children. My dad, Edward, was a farmer and being a large             

family we all helped on the farm at busy times, like lambing and haymaking. There’s a            
family story that dad would line us all up in the kitchen and go along the line with a flannel 
cleaning our faces, like we were sheep, but it’s not true! The older ones wouldn’t have put 
up with that! 

 

If you could travel anywhere, where would you like to go? 
Ever since I saw ‘The Wizard of Oz’, the big skies, big silos and big farms in the prairies 

of the Mid-West of America have fascinated me. It would be such a contrast to the hills of 
the Dales, so I’d love to go there. 

 

What does a perfect day look like to you? 
Walking in Swaledale from Muker to Keld along by the river and back the other way. It 

would be in a sunny day in June with a strong breeze, the flower meadows would be full, 
and afterwards I’d buy some cheese from Hawes and be able to taste the flowers in the 
cheese. This Dale is always quiet as it’s a bit more remote than some of the others. 

 

 If you could witness any event of the past, present or future, what would it be? 
I would like to meet Alfred The Great. He was the first king of all England, and the only 

monarch to have the title ‘The Great’. He was a religious scholar as well as a warrior. 
 

Are there world events that you remember particularly from when you were growing up? 
In 1973, when I was 11 years old, I remember the wars in the Middle East. The oil price 

soared and we were on a ‘Three Day Week’. Electricity was rationed, and we used lots of 
candles and burnt the farm fences to keep warm. The farm was fairly self-sufficient and we 
had a generator, but that was for the shippons not for the house – the cows were our                
priority. At school we had lessons about surviving the nuclear winter by sheltering under 
the kitchen table or in the cupboard under the stairs. 

 

Is there anyone (e.g. a teacher?) who has had the most influence on your life? 
I was quite a studious kid at Newby Primary, a school that was always under threat of 

closure. I had some inspirational teachers at Settle High. Mr Ainscough in particular could 
keep the class calm and bring history to life. Stuart Marshall was a good English teacher and 
would read to us using different voices. I’ve tried to copy this style in my sermons                    
sometimes. Keith Reeves was also an excellent English teacher, although he wasn’t so good 
at keeping discipline in class. 

 

If you had an unlimited budget, what investment would you make in Bentham? 
I would install a kitchen and toilets in St Oswald’s church, which was built in 1152. 

We’ve been raising money for 20 years to do this and are still no nearer our goal. I would 
make a visitor centre to celebrate St Oswald who brought Christianity to the north. I would 
create social housing to repopulate The Dales with families, and create high-tech businesses 
to provide sustainable employment. Hundreds were employed in farming, quarrying and 
the mills until the 1970s, now our villages are full of weekenders. Nice enough people but 
they don’t keep the schools and shops open. 

 

What’s the worst job you’ve ever done? 
When I left school I worked in a garage doing accounts in the office and serving in the 

shop. It was monotonous. 
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What’s your most treasured possession? 
A framed picture of Michael’s handprints which hangs in our house. He was stillborn in 

June 1994, “just passing through”. This tragedy has helped me understand a lot about grief 
and recovery. 

 

How do you relax? 
By walking. I love walking through the villages of The Dales, but also feel drawn to the 

coast and like to go to Whitby. I walked the 60 miles of St Cuthbert’s Way (from Melrose to 
Holy Island) with my brother David (the youngest of the nine, now a GP and presently in 
East Timor) and sister Ruth (the fourth of nine, a social worker in Lancaster). I also play the 
piano, I’ve achieved grade 6. From the age of 9, for 40 years I’ve played the organ in 
church, but now I play for relaxation and to practise ideas to share with the choir. 

 

What did you want to be when you were growing up? 
I wanted to be a politician until I realised how unmerciful a job it is. I blame my father, 

who was quite political, and was always telling us not to let politicians nationalise our 
land. However, my sister reminds me that as children we would play having communion 
services for our toys using Ribena for wine, so maybe I was always drawn to the church. 
Until I went to the University of Cumbria to study on an ordination course aged 39,                 
I worked for Brown and Whitakers doing their accounts and helping Joe Morphet with 
funerals. This was a great privilege, meeting and helping people at times of crisis in their 
lives. 

 

Is there a book, film or live event that you’ve particularly enjoyed recently? 
I have enjoyed ‘Gunpowder’ on BBC 1, which was a drama retelling the story of Guy 

Fawkes. I also enjoyed the remake of ‘Exodus – Gods and Kings’, which is an epic biblical 
drama where the Red Sea crossing is a tsunami and God is a stroppy little boy. For live 
music I enjoy hearing Settle Orchestra when they play at the lovely setting of Christ 
Church in Skipton, and I have also done some choral singing in the ‘Come And Sing’           
sessions with the Langcliffe Singers, although I think I always come in a bar or two late! 

Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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Brosnans Christmas 
Competition 
By Sharon Hutchinson 

Another 12 months has zoomed by and 
Brosnans Accountants (56-58 Main Street) 
are again following the huge success of 
their previous 2 years Christmas               
window displays with a new competition. 

Their window will be 
dressed and ready for 
viewing and for your 
competition entries 
during the end of 
November, with a 
chance to win a 
"Yorkshire Hamper" 
supplied by John             
and Val Barwise            
of Barwise Country 
Hampers. Details will 

be in their window of the competition 
which will close on 19th December and the 
winner will be notified on 20th December. 

Sharon Hutchinson of Brosnans said 
“we love to dress the window, we have a 
stream of small children in hi-viz jackets 
passing by every day and the look of           
wonderment on their faces makes our 
efforts all the more worthwhile. We hope 
all the readers pop along to see this year’s 
creation – we promise it will not                    
disappoint…!! It would be wonderful if 
every trader in Bentham joined in with the 
spirit, maybe next year Bentham should 
hold a ‘Great Bentham Window Off’ – if 
you wish to get involved with                  
participating or judging please get in 
touch, it would be great to build it in as an            
annual event – think of 
the Hi Viz Kids!” 

Brosnans wish all the 
Bentham News readers 
a very merry Christmas 
and a healthy and           
prosperous 2018. 

 

Photos of festive sheep in the 
Brosnans window 2016 
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Christmas Play - School 
Children To Entertain 
Senior Citizens 
By Claire Pearson, Headteacher 

Bentham CP School 

Last year, our Key Stage 2 
children performed their                  
Christmas Carol Service to 
the senior citizens of              
Bentham. Year 6 then served 
refreshments afterwards and it was a lovely 

occasion. We would like to repeat 
this event again this year; this 
time our Key Stage 2 children will 
be putting on a Christmas play. 
Any senior citizens who live in 
the local area are welcome to 
attend, even if they don't know a 
child at the school.  

The performance will be on              
Monday 18th December and will start at 
2.00pm. Please arrive anytime after 1.30pm 
when the hall will be ready. Guests can 
enter school through the main entrance. 
Mince pies and cups of tea will be served               
afterwards and the afternoon is completely 

free. Please ring Sally 
in the office (015242-
61412) to let us know 
who to expect so that 
we can ensure we 

have enough seats ready and mince pies 
bought. It is anticipated the afternoon will 
end around 3.15pm. 

Bentham Praise  
Annual Charity  
Christmas Concert 
By Jane Proctor 

Wednesday 13 December at 7.30pm at 
Bentham Methodist Church 
Get into the  Christmas spirit with Bentham 
Praise’s Christmas Concert. As always all 
proceeds will be donated to ‘good causes’.  

The programme will include seasonal 
songs and readings from the choir with the 
occasional piano duet thrown in. There will 
be some old favourites as well as some new 
pieces, and for the first time a little                     
community singing. 

The concert will be held at the Methodist 
Church. The tickets are priced at £5.00 
which includes a festive finger buffet after 

the concert. Tickets are available 
from any choir member or on the 
door on the evening.  

 

REDHEADS COAL  
AND GAS 

 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 
All sizes of Bottled Gas delivered 

 

Kindling, Logs, Wood pellets, Prepacked fuel 
Compost and Gro-Bags 

 

We won’t be beaten on Price,  
Quality and Service 

 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

Tel: 015242 41626 
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Corio Raptor Care & Rehabilitation 
Centre – Charity’s 20th Anniversary  
By Anji Henderson 

Hi everyone! Who would have thought all those years ago when 
Nick Henderson took in an injured heron that we would still be 
doing this work 30 years on? He contacted the RSPCA to collect 
the heron after he had worked his magic by massaging its throat 
to help it swallow the food. The RSPCA man turned out to be 
Brian Jeffries, who became a friend and mentor for Corio Raptor 
because it was Brian who planted the idea of opening a rehab centre for birds of prey. 
Sadly Brian is no longer with us and is greatly missed by all. It may not be common 
knowledge but we have been working as a rescue centre for 30 years and November 2017 
was our 20th Anniversary as a registered charity. So many birds have passed through the 
centre, a number of them being non-native, however we are fast approaching taking our 
1,000th native species bird and will let you know when that happens.  

The centre has certainly seen its up and downs and finances are always part of the 
worry, especially as we are unable to open to the public due to the nature of our work 
and we are not eligible for financial funding from the lottery etc. To enable us to continue 
our work, most weekends you will find Don, Sue, Rhiannon, Nick and I attending our 
road shows that help with raising funds to cover our operational costs. These wonderful 
people have been with us through wind, rain, storms, floods, snow and Nick’s tantrums, 
for which they deserve a medal and a great big thank you and hugs and kisses too.  

We are also forever grateful for the support we receive from event organisers and the 
general public, some of whom become familiar faces coming time and again to support 
the work we do. Birds of prey have a hard time of it and without such like-minded              
people who share the same love for these raptors, our work would be all the harder, so 
thank you very much. We are also aware that not everyone agrees with our work, how-
ever we do look upon this task as a privilege and that the care and rehabilitation of birds 
of prey has, and always will be, a very sensitive and often thought provoking subject.  

In an ideal world there would be stronger legislation on the purchasing and                    
ownership of birds of prey, and also people would understand that raptors are an              
integral part of the environment. Then in the future there might not be a need for rescue 
centres at all, but until then we will just keep plodding along. 

You can find out more 
about Corio Raptor Care 
Centre on Facebook,               
or their web page                   
raptor.org.uk, or by email-
ing corio@btinternet.com, 
or writing to Corio Raptor, 
Ash Bank Lane, High Ben-
tham, LA2 7HX or              
telephoning 015242-63482. 

 

Photos show Rocko the little 
owl, top, and a peregrine in 
support, left.  
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December Garden 
By Joyce Knapp  

In December we can really appreciate 
having installed a set of paths around 
vegetable beds, thereby allowing              
access to harvest any winter crops we may 
still have in the ground such as brussel 
sprouts, parsnips and leeks. This will be 
quite essential in the wettest of seasons.  
These paths can be constructed in a number 
of ways, maybe using wood-chips or spent 
ashes from a coal fire.  The wood chips are 
both comfortable to walk on and                    
aesthetically pleasing, whereas the ash 
paths create a hard-wearing and long             
lasting walkway (for free).  When making 
paths from any loose material such as wood 
chips or ashes, it is advisable to cover the 
ground first with a layer of material.              
A black, woven, membrane can be bought 
at many garden centres for this purpose 
and it has been specifically designed to 
allow water to seep away, whilst                      
preventing weeds from growing up 
through it.  A cheaper alternative would be 
to use old, discarded carpets (preferably 
hessian backed) cut into strips, though this 
may allow some tough weeds to penetrate 
it.  Once the paths have been put in place, 
the only maintenance tasks to be carried 
out on them is the annual removal of fallen 
leaves and plant debris  which, if left in 
situ, would soon decompose creating a        
layer of soil that weeds would very quickly 
colonise.      

By December, if we are fortunate enough 
to still have apples in store, it is  important 
to check the fruits regularly, as one                    
damaged apple can soon contaminate all 
those surrounding it in a tray or box.  There 
is always much debate as to the best way to 
store apples and I find that once they begin 
to deteriorate the best solution is to either 
make them into pies or apple puree, both of 
which can be successfully frozen. 

If there is a break in the wet weather and 
we feel brave enough to venture outdoors, 
we can use even the shortest days of                         

December to tackle any                   
perennials that may still need 
cutting back.  By removing any 
straggly stems that have died 
off, we will be able to seek out 
and destroy any pests such as 

slugs and snails, thereby reducing their 
population before the start of the next 
growing season.   
 

Nature Notes 
By David Fisher 

Fungus is beginning to 
appear both on the ground and on trees, 
now that the leaves are falling from                   
deciduous trees. From now until March, 
trout will be reproducing in our rivers.            
Only certain types of moth will be about, 
the December moth for example. 

Now is a good time to put out suet for 
our garden birds to feed on to keep their 
energy levels up during the cold spell.              
Later on butterflies will be over-wintering 
in sheds and outhouses, to come out in the 
spring to breed. 
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Low Bentham 
By Pam Warbrick 

The speaker at our meeting on 19th 
October was Andy from The              
Courtyard Dairy which is at the site 
that was until recently the Falconry 
Centre on the A65 approaching Settle.                
In championing cheese from the small            
independent farmhouse producers of both 
Britain and the continent, he has won               
acclaim both in the 
media (BBC Food and 
Farming Awards) and 
in the World Cheese 
Awards. Experience 
gained whilst working 
for famous cheese 
mongers in Britain and France has taught 
him the importance of the careful maturing 
of cheese to achieve its best possible                
flavour. He explained how different breeds 
of dairy cows, pastures, climates and 
weather conditions all play their part in 
creating distinctive flavours and textures. 
Judging by the samples Andy offered us to 
taste, The Courtyard Dairy has a cheese to 
suit everyone's palate. 

We held our annual coffee morning             
on 21st October and raised £259. Our                         
Christmas get together will take a new           
direction this year, instead of a three-course 
lunch or evening meal we have asked              
Felicity Hey to host an afternoon tea party 
at her home on 13th December. We have 
heard excellent reports of Felicity's catering 

and are all looking forward to a 
different kind of Christmas                       
celebration.  Our AGM will be held 
at the Primary School on Thursday 
18th January, when the committee 
will provide supper and a quiz. This 
is an ideal occasion for prospective 

new members to join us. 

Tatham Fells 
By Mary Taylor  

Margaret McIntosh was re-elected                
President of Tatham Fells Women’s               
Institute at the Annual Meeting held in the 
Old School on Tuesday evening, 10th             
October. Committee members were                 
re-elected en bloc - Carole Butcher, Carole 
Thurnham, Mary Kidd, Linda Kirkby, Ruth 
Garstang, Ann Dawson and Jenny Herd. 

Mary Kidd gave the Treasurer’s report 
saying that there are now 34 members.  
Secretary Jenny Herd gave a resume of the 
Institute’s year, which had included many 
excellent speakers.  On behalf of the               
President, Linda Kirkby thanked everyone 
for their enthusiastic support throughout 
the year, mentioning committee members 
and several members by name. 

Kath Dickinson and Mary Kidd manned 
a Sales Table, which raised £82.10, which 
will go towards paying speakers for the 
coming year. 

The highlight of              
the evening was a              
pudding tasting session; not 
just tasting but eating as 
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most people filled their dishes with a              
selection of the many homemade puddings. 

Following this everyone was in a happy 
mood to try to solve the Quiz set by Ann 
Dawson.  They made up six teams of three 
or four; two teams were winners giving 36 
correct answers out of 50, and others were 
not far behind. 

Next month Mick Gradwell will speak 
on the Morecambe Bay Tragedy. 

High Bentham 
By Wendy Dowbiggin 

The ladies of High Bentham WI met in the 
Town Hall on Thursday 2nd November 
and President Barbara Shuttleworth led the               
business meeting. The Christmas dinner at 
the Horse and               
Farrier was finalised 
and members were 
reminded that there 
would be a ‘Secret 
Santa’ on the               
evening and that 
goods should also be 
brought for the               
hamper, which is given to the organisation 
for the homeless in Lancaster. This meeting 
was a craft evening organised by member 
Susan Carr and assisted by member June 
Gerrie. We enjoyed making Christmas 
cards and gift tags and Barbara                          
Shuttleworth thanked the two ladies for a 
very enjoyable evening. Jill Noble won the 
competition for a festive table centre. 
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Your Advert  
In Colour 

 

From just £20, why not 
make your advert  

stand out? 
Email ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 

for more information  
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Reunion Of Bentham Grammar School Pupils 

By Linda Seed (nee Riding) now living in                  
Longridge near Preston 

All those at the very first inclusive              
reunion of ex-pupils from the 1950s up to 
c.1973, remembered Bentham Grammar 
School, which closed in 2002 after 216 
years, with affection. Many small                   
reunions occur from time to time for            
specific alumni, but this was the first 
attempt to include so many ex-pupils. 
Encouraged by the good turn out for the 
last reunion of 1960s’ leavers, I was                    
inspired to organise this more ambitious 
affair. I am the youngest of the Riding four who all attended the school during the 1950s 
and 1960s. Tony Priestley, another member whose siblings also attended the school, was 
the MC for the evening. Ex-pupils are now scattered over the entire globe, so contacting 
them all was no mean achievement. In the event 61 ex-pupils, some with partners, and 
mostly in their 60s and 70s, convened on Saturday 16th September for a nostalgic evening 
of eating, drinking and, most of all, chatting. 

The guests of honour at The Crofters Hotel, Garstang, were the son (Peter) and                 
daughter (Jean Peirce) of Mr. and Mrs. Webb, who ran the private school very successful-
ly for 21 years. Peter is a filmmaker and Jean (Editor’s note: now better known as Gareth 
Peirce CBE) is a human rights lawyer. Both were plainly delighted to be there and to meet 
so many familiar faces from the 1950s and 1960s. Peter had a captive audience when he 
read out some of his mother's diary entries from the late 1940s. Within a few minutes our 
head mistress became a real human being, showing all the observations and fears                  
involved with the beginnings of running a school. It appears that the Rectory building, 
with which Bentham people are so familiar, was there to start with, but there were no 
pupils and very little in the way of furnishings. Our reunion was a testament to the             
determination and tenacity of Mr. and Mrs. Webb, whose own children, Peter and Jean, 
were pupils until they passed their O levels. Many friendships were renewed during the 
evening and many more stories shared. Any ex-pupils interested in making contact can 

join a flourishing Facebook page 
(Bentham Grammar School), and can also 
be included on the growing database by 
contacting me either by phone on 07740-
780668, or by email l.r.seed@gmail.com. 

Please note that the annual meeting of the 
1950-60s leavers will meet on the first 
Wednesday in August at the Punch Bowl, 
Low Bentham. 

Peter and Jean above. 

Joan Lowndes neé Riding, left, who was the                
catalyst in setting up the BGS Facebook page. 

Past pupils and the evening at the Crofters 
Hotel, Garstang, opposite. 
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Lest We Forget -  
William Throup 
Words by Allan Hartley 
Research by Marilyn Hartley 
 

William was born in Long Preston in 1898, 
the youngest son of William1 and Margaret2 
Throup, née Holmes. At the time of the 1901 
census William was 3; the family had 
moved away from the area and were living 
in West Derby, Liverpool. By the time of the 
1911 census, something must have                   
happened to the family unit as William and 
his mother had moved back to the area and 
were living with John Holmes 
(Margaret’s father, William’s 
Granddad) at Dunkirk 
Cottage in Low Bentham. 

Prior to the war, William 
was educated at Giggleswick 
Grammar School and there               
after employed as a                       
bank clerk at London City 
and Midland Bank in                        
Barnoldswick. When the war 
came William travelled to 
Keighley in 1916, probably 
when he received his call-up 
papers when he was 18, and 
enlisted into the Prince of 
Wales Own [West Yorkshire] 
Regiment, 1st Battalion, 6th 
Division, as Private 381323. 
The next we hear of William 
is that in March 1917 he is in 
hospital at Waddington near Clitheroe, 
suffering from severe Trench Foot.                   
Recovered, he was sent back to the Front 
and was again invalided home in October, 
this time to a Birmingham hospital where 
he was recovering from gas poisoning, 
which, given the date, was no doubt an 
injury he received during the Third Battle 
of Ypres and the desperate fighting at              
Passchendaele. Sufficiently recovered for 
travel, William was at home in Low                  
Bentham in late October. He was back at 
the Front by the New Year. 

During the winter of 1917/18 and the 
horrendous battle of Passchendaele, the 
Germans made tactical retreats to                  
strengthen their defences.  Emboldened by 
additional men from the Eastern Front4 
they prepared for one last great battle, a 

decisive make or break battle, the                       
Kaiserschlacht, The Kaiser’s Battle,                
St Michael’s Spring Offensive, of 21st 
March-29th April 1918.  

During the early stages of the battle the 
Germans had much success and overran 
many British and French positions to the 
point where the outcome of the war was 
finely balanced, perhaps at this stage in 
favour of Germany. With our backs to the 
wall, we were outmanned and out-gunned. 

William’s regiment, the Prince of Wales, 
had previously been engaged on the 
Somme sector near St Quentin and suffered 
heavy losses, including Benthamer Thomas 

Wilcock3. By early April the 
regiment was hastily moved 
north onto the Belgium              
Salient to strengthen the             
line near the towns of 
Wytschaete and Kemmel and 
what would become the 
Battle of Kemmel 17th-26th 
April. 
   On 25th April a                        
tremendous bombardment 
opened up on the Prince of 
Wales position, with gas 
shells raining down in their              
thousands and covering the 
ground in a thick mist.  This 
was followed up with             
bursting Shrapnel shells and 
heavy machine gun fire. 
Soon the Germans started to 
overrun their positions, with 

much hand to hand combat inflicting heavy 
casualties on our men.  Twenty-two officers 
and 457 other ranks were killed, not to 
mention the number who were wounded. 

During the battle William was wounded 
and was last seen on his way to a casualty 
station at Wytschaete.  He was reported as 
missing and it was hoped that he was taken 
prisoner, but it was not to be and William 
disappeared and remains missing, lost to 
Flanders Fields, his death being recorded as 
27th April 1918. 

William is commemorated at Tyne Cot 
Military Cemetery on the Belgium Salient, 
the largest Commonwealth Cemetery in the 
World, with 11,953 burials and the names 
of 35,000 other men lost to Flanders Fields, 
including William and 8 other Bentham 
men. 
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A memorial service was held 
at St John’s Church, Low            
Bentham, in November after 
the Armistice, with the Rev 
Percy Coates officiating.  He 
commented on the loss of one 

of the best, another fine young man whose 
memory will be a priceless treasure to his 
mother and prayed for safe passage to the 
other son, Robert, who was still at war.  

William is commemorated on the war 
memorial plaque on Station Road, High 
Bentham, the memorial plaque at Bentham 
Methodist Church and at St John’s Church, 
Low Bentham. 

 
William is the 41st Bentham man to be 
killed.  He was 20. 
 
1.  We don’t know anything about William sen-
ior, what he did for a living and generally what 
happened to him.  The elder son, Robert, appears 
to have survived the war though we don’t know 
where he lived or what he did for a living. 
2.  Margaret Throup was the daughter of John 
Holmes of Stonegate Farm, Low Bentham. We 
are pretty sure her home was at Dunkirk 
Cottage, Low Bentham.   
3.  William was much the same age as Thomas 
Wilcock [BN 370] and it is more than likely they 
travelled together to Keighley to enlist, since 
both joined the same regiment. Sadly, both died 
in the Spring Offensive. 
4.  With the Russian Revolution in March 1917, 
Russia had by 1918 effectively withdrawn from 
the war after agreeing terms with Germany. The 
consequence for the Allies was that Germany 
had many more troops and munitions at its 
disposal than the British and French. Without 
the United States [effectively] in the war,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Germany considered that the last opportunity of 
victory would be in the Spring of 1918. As we 
have seen, the German Spring Offensive was 
tactically successful, with the Allies on the back-
foot. Fortunately for us, the Spring Offensive 
ran out of steam, giving the French and British 
time to re-group. Once America had entered the 
war and mobilised in May 1918, it was basically 
game over for Germany. 
5.  With sincere thanks to Stan Wilkinson for 
the loan of William Throup’s Victory Medal.  
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November’s Town Council 
By Howard Matthew 

All Cllrs were in attendance and Cllr Adams 
took the Chair. District Cllr Ian Thompson 
reported that Bentham’s Dementia Friendly 
Group had been awarded a £400 grant from 
the Ward Members fund. There were no 
police in attendance and their written report 
stated that there had been no significant 
criminal activity, but that there had been 
some issues around disturbances by some 
local youths (see Police News page 20).           
The closing of the school car park reported 
in October’s Bentham News has been              
resolved amicably and the car park has now 
re-opened. 
 

Highway Matters: A letter had been               
received relating to damage to Beechstones 
Cottage on Mount Pleasant. A large vehicle 
had hit the building whilst trying to enter 
the Auction Mart through the smaller              
entrance. At the time there had been some 
road works, and the company owning the 
vehicle had admitted responsibility.                 
The main concern of residents was that this 
had occurred four times and they wanted 
some preventative measures to be taken. 
Whilst the Council were not directly                  
involved in issues relating to the incident 
they were sympathetic to the problem and it 
was suggested that the residents contact 
their insurance company who may be able 
to advise on preventative measures.                 
Cllr Handford highlighted the poor quality 
of road repairs outside Beech Cottage, that 
there were still problems with the drains 
outside the Co-op and Butts Lane/
Springfield and Cllr Townson added the 
Station Road drains to the list. Cllr Marshall 
noted that there had been an accident               
recently at Parkfoot (now Rivers Edge), and 
that although no-one had been injured, 
maybe the Highways Department should 
investigate providing crash barriers as the 
felling of trees near the road had increased 
the possibility of vehicles sliding down the 
banking. 
 

The Finance Committee had recommended 
the following actions to Council: To agree 
the changes to the 2017/18 budget to account 
for staffing changes. To discuss and agree 
the draft Co-option procedure and to                
consider amendments to the Recording of 
Meetings policy, reducing the period that 
recordings are kept to 12 months. All these                 
proposals were agreed. 
 

Open Spaces Committee: Cllr Marshall 
reported that there had been a slight delay 
in delivery of equipment for the new                
Playing Field. Streetlights are to have their 
heads replaced in stages, starting with              
Wenning Avenue. This is intended to                
improve vision and create savings by using 
more modern and efficient materials. Poppy 
seeds are to be planted across the town, on 
the river walk, and around Big Stone, 
churches and schools.   
 

Marketing: Cllr Pritchard reported that             
visits to the Visitor Centre were                            
approximately the same as last year and that 
improvements to the website were moving 
ahead. 
 

Decline of Shops in Bentham: There was a 
long discussion that acknowledged there 
was no easy solution to this problem.              
Closure of banks, siting of the new school 
and the growth of supermarket home                
deliveries had caused many of the problems. 
Parking was felt to be inadequate, and 
though it was appreciated that many                 
residents with no private parking facilities 
used the official car parks, this in turn meant 
that there was little room for visitors, and 
the restriction to limit parking to 23 hours in 
any 24 was generally ignored. There was 
discussion around making the main street 
parking longer that half an hour to help 
local shoppers, but again this would                   
provide less opportunity for visitors to park. 
It was also noted that currently some                  
vehicles regularly exceed the 30-minute 
parking limit. 
 

Christmas Lights: After some discussion it 
was agreed that natural Christmas Trees 
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Bentham News Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £15 local—£21 non local One eighth page colour £20 local—£26 non local 

One quarter page £30 local—£42 non local One quarter page colour £40 local —£50 non local 

One half page £70 local—£90 non local  One half page colour £90 local—£110 non local 

Flyers  £150 commercial—£75 charity          

People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   
 

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 
 

Send to ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk or call 015242 61515 

should be sited at the Town Hall. 
 

Correspondence: Settle Swimming Pool 
was looking to improve their income by 
2%. As the Council already contribute            
support for the pool, it was agreed that any 
further contributions should be handled 
through the Precept. 
 

On 11th November 2018 there will be 
“Battle’s Over” celebrations to mark 100 
years since the end of World War I. This 
would involve the lighting of a beacon, and 
would be followed where possible with a 
“ring out” of bells from churches at 19:05. 
 

Reports from Councillors who sit on other 
bodies: The Extra Care proposals to              
develop the old school site are going 
through the consultation process and are 
expected to go to the Planning Committee 
in January/February. Cllr Marshall reported 
from the Patients’ Representatives’ Group 
that it is unlikely that Castleberg (but see 
page 39) would reopen and that existing 
facilities would be used to support patients. 
The Alms Houses are all now occupied. 
Cllr Faraday reported that the Victoria Hall 
mobility improvements are complete.             
Cllr Bridgeman extended thanks to the 
Bonfire Committee for the excellent Bonfire 
and Fireworks Display. It was noted that             
Catherine Sawyer had won the NYCC’s 
Young People’s Award and congratulations 
would be sent to her.  
 

Planning: Councillors considered and 
agreed to the following new applications.   

2017/18483/HH Renovation of existing 

farmhouse, including upgrading of                
electrical and plumbing systems, partial 
conversion of listed barn to form new               
dining area and new access to rear garden. 
Addition of conservation metal roof lights 
to rear and offshoot roofs at Calf Cop Farm, 
Low Bentham.  

2017/18506HH Conservatory demolition, 
replacement with bedroom and demolition 
of porch, replacement with utility room at       
9 Robin Lane, High Bentham. 

2017/18531/FUL Agricultural storage               
building at Kiln Lodge, Clapham Road, 
High Bentham. 

2017/18560/HH Lift up section of roof over 
garage to allow first floor bedroom               
extension and other alterations to existing 
dwelling at 7 Springfield Crescent, High 
Bentham. 
 

The next Town Council meeting will be 
held at 7:30pm on Monday 4th December 
2017 at the Town Hall and members of the 
public are welcome to attend.  
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Police News 
 
Hello again from PC 830 Babs Parsons, your                      
Neighbourhood Officer covering the Bentham and           
Ingleton area. This is my latest report to keep you             
updated on recent crimes and incidents in Bentham 
and the surrounding area. 
 

Recent Crimes in Bentham: At approximately 
23:00hrs on 8th October the front door of a property on Lakeber Drive, High Bentham 
was damaged when a brick was thrown at it. Overnight 12th–13th October a balcony 
panel at Miller's Ford, Low Bentham was damaged when stones were thrown at it.            
On 14th October two assaults and an incident of criminal damage were reported in Low 
Bentham. A female youth has been interviewed, reported and referred to the Youth 
Offending Team in relation to the offences. On 16th October there was a report of a              
domestic assault in High Bentham. An adult male was arrested. On 17th October a male 
youth in Low Bentham was found in possession of a class B drug. He has been                     
interviewed and dealt with by a Youth Drugs and Alcohol Referral. On 27th October 
there was a report of a domestic assault in High Bentham and an adult male was                  
arrested. 
 

And Elsewhere in the Area: Overnight 19th -20th October two Honda quad bikes were 
stolen from a farm near Chapel-le-Dale. 
 

Anti-Social Behaviour Outside The Auction Mart: We are receiving a large number of 
complaints about the anti-social behaviour of groups of youths and young adults on 
Wednesday evenings near the Auction Mart. The complaints have included: underage 
drinking, littering (especially broken glass), loud, foul and abusive language,                        
climbing on residents’ walls and the bus shelter, football played across the busy Main 
Street/Robin Lane junction, youths hanging off tractors and vehicles racing and parking 
on pavements. 

To deal with this there will be extra police patrols in the area on Wednesday evenings 
and anyone caught acting in an anti-social manner will be dealt with robustly.                       
I am particularly interested in the young adults who are purchasing alcohol for the             
underage drinkers and their motives for doing so. If anyone has any information about 
those responsible please contact me. I'd also like to appeal to the parents of those                
involved. Is your child going out to this unofficial 'youth club' and do you know what 
they are up to? Their safety could be at risk. 

Contact Information: 
 

1 Ring 999 in emergency or to report a crime in progress 

2 Ring 101 to report incidents or provide information 

3 Ring Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111 if you want to remain anonymous 

4 E-mail barbara.parsons@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 

5 E-mail SNACraven@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk   
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Volunteer Buddy Network – One To One                   
Support For 14-19 Year Olds In Craven 
By Rachel Rabjohns, Youth Development Worker And Volunteer Coordinator 

North Yorkshire Youth (NYY) is running a befriending project for young people across 
North Yorkshire. The aim of the project is to support 14-19 year olds by helping them to 
gain confidence and reach independence. We're looking for adult volunteers (18+) to act 
as Buddies to help young people in need of low level guidance and support. The young 
people have received intensive support through NYCC’s Prevention Service but aren't 
quite ready to face the world on their own. The Buddy will act as a trusted adult who can 
provide a listening ear and proactive support to the young person, encouraging them to 
participate in their community and to access appropriate support services. The Buddy 
and young person will meet regularly for a period of approximately 6 months. There are 
no specific qualifications required for this role but we are looking for several skills and 
qualities, such as the ability to engage young people, excellent listening, interpersonal 
and communication skills and an awareness of issues facing young people. It’s also             
important to be enthusiastic and positive, non-judgemental and to have the flexibility to 
volunteer evenings and/or weekends where necessary.  

Does this sound like you? We already have a Buddy network in Skipton and                      
Grassington areas, and would very much like to offer it to young people in North Craven 
as well. You can request an application pack or get more information from me on                
07500-787621 or rachel@nyy.org.uk. 

INTERCOUNTY                                        

DRIVING SCHOOL                                               

VAL KAY                                                      
THEORY TRAINING                                

AVAILABLE                                                 

015242 62794                                        
e-mail: 

val@bentham999.wanadoo.co.uk 

Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 
Mob: 07768 571407 

 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 

mailto:rachel@nyy.org.uk
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Dear Bentham News 
New Tramper 
Thank you for bringing the Tramper (all 
terrain powered wheelchair) at                           
Ingleborough Estate in Clapham to our 
attention. As I cannot manage to walk any 
great distance and it was a lovely sunny 
Sunday, I thought I would try it out.               
I telephoned at 11am and by 12:45am I was 
sitting on the Tramper and making my way 
down the picturesque path towards the 
cave. I would not be able to access nature 
trails without this help. It is easy to operate 
and gives you the chance to be in nature, 
without cars or traffic. Wonderful. Give it a 
try. Open at weekends in the winter.  
Irena Pritchard, High Bentham 
 

People’s Page 

Charity Thanks 
This month the Bentham line dancers 
have donated £100 to Cave Rescue                   
Organisation. 2017 has been an enjoyable 
year. We are a small group but we have 
fun and a laugh (mostly at ourselves) 
whilst getting a bit of exercise both 
physical and mental. Thank you to all who 
continue to support the group. 
Jenny Durrant 
 

Iris Malkinson would like to thank all who 
have helped with her fundraising this 
year with donations from fruit to jam 
jars and contributions for her car boot 
sales. This year through selling her jams 
and chutneys in Bentham pubs and Total             
Wellbeing on Station Road plus doing           
various car boot sales in all weathers; she 
has managed to raise a wonderful £2,600 
which will be shared between Cancer 
Care and St John’s Hospice If you would 
like to donate jam jars or fruit please 
give her a call on 015242 61304. It would 
be very much appreciated. 
 

Trash & Treasure Bonanza! 
The Victoria Institute Committee would 
like to say a big thank you to all who 
helped in any way to make our Trash & 
Treasure Sale on the 22nd October a 
resounding success. You helped us raise 
£682.This will go towards the fund to 
finance a ground floor mobility toilet. 
This will give necessary access for all 
members of the community. We have 
raised a substantial amount already, but 
we need another £15,000 to complete 
this project. If you would like to make a 
small or large donation towards these 
improvements, we would love to hear from 
you. Many, many thanks. 
Kay Piper (61977) Diane (62780) Dave  
 

Personal Thanks 

Tara, Derek and families would like to 
thank relatives, friends and neighbours for 
the lovely cards, flowers and shoulders to 
cry on following the sad loss of Allan (Dad). 
Thanks to Rev. Anne for the special service 
and to Jimmy Mac for all the  support given 
at this very sad time. 
Tara Wilson 
 

Notices 
To all friends and neighbours, best wishes 
for Christmas and a happy and peaceful 
new year 
Rowena Brayshaw 
 

Wardrobe and chest of drawers. Gplan 
1950s. £50. Dorothy 61430 / 07594 272842. 
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Post Office Christmas And New Year Arrangements 
By David Alder 
 

i) Latest Recommended Posting Dates For Letters And Parcels: 
 

International: 

Saturday 2nd - Africa and the Middle East 

Wednesday 6th - Cyprus, Malta, most of Eastern Europe, Asia and the Far East 

Thursday 7th - Latin America and the Caribbean 

Saturday 9th - Greece and Turkey, Australia and New Zealand 

Monday 11th - Static BFPOs 

Wednesday 13th - Czech Republic, Germany, Italy and Poland 

Thursday 14th - USA and Canada, Finland and Sweden 

Friday 15th - Rest of Europe except Ireland, France and Belgium 

Saturday 16th - Ireland, France and Belgium 
 

Inland: 

Wednesday 20th – Royal Mail Second Class (letters and parcels) 

                        - Parcelforce 48 parcels 

Thursday 21st  - Royal Mail First Class (letters and parcels) 

                        - Parcelforce 24 parcels 

                        - Royal Mail Special Delivery 

Friday 22nd – Royal Mail Saturday Guaranteed Delivery 
 

ii) Collection And Delivery Arrangements: 

These will be as normal until Saturday 23rd but with protracted delivery spans. Please 
note that as Bentham area deliveries are no longer based at Bentham Post Office, items 
which Royal Mail delivery officers have been unable to deliver will at busy times not be 
available for collection from the post office until the next working day. There will be no 
collections or deliveries from Sunday 24th until Tuesday 26th inclusive.  Normal services 
will resume from Wednesday 27th until Saturday 30th. There will be no collections or 
deliveries on 31st December and 1st January. Normal services will resume on 2nd                  
January, except in Scotland, which will resume a day later. 
 

iii) Counter Arrangements: 

Bentham Post Office will be open from 9am to 5.30pm, including the lunchtime period, 
on Mondays to Fridays, and from 9am to 12.45pm on Saturdays until Saturday 23rd                       
December. Normal opening hours will apply from Wednesday 27th until Saturday 30th 
December. The office will be closed again on Monday 1st January 2018 and will reopen 
on Tuesday 2nd January.  

Pensions and Allowances due on the days the counter is closed can be drawn on the            
previous Friday. Please note that in order to meet daily dispatch times, customers should 
post Parcelforce items no later than 3.30pm Monday-Friday, and Royal Mail items no 
later than 4.30pm Monday-Friday. Certain days and times of day will inevitably be very 
busy, for example Mondays, and we always appreciate your unfailing patience and                        
understanding! 
 

iv) Salutations! 

All my colleagues and I, as always, wish everyone a Happy Christmas and Prosperous 
New Year. A valedictory piece, which will include more details about the post office’s 
relocation to ‘Flowerfields’, will follow next month. Enjoy December! 
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Events in December 
Town Hall Codes: TB Ballroom LH Lower 
Hall WR Wenningdale Room  Others:  
PP Pioneer Projects LW Looking Well 
 

Fri 1st Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Fri. 
 PP, Looking Well, 10.30am-1pm, Art 
 Skills Development for details  
 tel 62672. And 8th & 15th. 
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Bentham Praise Choir. 

Sat 2nd Town Hall, 10am-12noon,   
 St John’s Christmas Coffee Morning 
 with Carol Singing. TB. 
Sun 3rd Footpath, Pendleton/Mearley, 8 
 miles, Susan & Ed Badley 62502  Pg 32 
Mon 4th PP, Health Walks for Women, 
 meet 9.20am at Lairgill Car Park.  
 And 11th & 18th. 
 PP, Looking Well, Monthly Carers 
 group with Making Art for those 
 with memory loss  both 10.15am- 
 12.15pm, ring 62672 for details. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Office Open. And every Mon. not 
 bank holidays. 
 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Mon. Not bank hols. 
 4-6pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance. And every Mon in term time. 
 6.15-7.45pm, Tai Chi. And every 
 Mon in term time. 
 Town Hall, 1-4pm, Indoor Bowls, TB. 
 And 11th & 18th. 
 7 for 7.30pm, Council Meeting, LH. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11.30am, 
 Toddle In for children aged 1-4 and 
 Parents/carers. And 11th & 18th. 
Tues 5th PP, Looking Well, 10.30am, 
 Looking Well Tuesday Café and Art 
 Activities. Community Lunch at 
 1pm with Soup. And 12th & 19th.  
 See page 33.  
 Creative Writing Group in the library, 
 11.30-1pm.  And 12th & 19th. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Office 
 Open. And every Tues. 
 3.45-9pm, Helen Howard School of  
 Dance.  And every Tues term time. 
 Town Hall,  9-10am, Mature 
 Movers.  LH. And 12th & 19th. 
 10am-12noon, Craft Club.  
 And 12th & 19th. WR. 
 10.15-11.45am, Contemporary Ballet 

 LH. And 12th & 19th. 
 6.30-9pm, Slimming World.  
 And 12th LH. 
 7-8pm, Aerobics. And 12th & 19th.TB. 
Wed 6th Bentham Community Library,  
 11am—12pm, Under 5s Storytime 
 with arts activity.  
 PP, Looking Well, PP, Looking Well, 
 2-4pm, Art for All Art Group. And  
 13th & 20th. 
 Looking Well, 7.30pm BEST. Page 33. 
 Town Hall, 10-11am, Pre-schoolers. 
 And 13th & 20th. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11.30am,  
 Coffee Morning. Donations to local 
 Charities. And every Wednesday. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon. Post 
 Office Services. And every Wed. 
 11.30am-2.15pm, Community Link 
 Café. And every Wed. 
 3.45-8.30pm, Helen Howard School  of 
 Dance. And every Wed term time. 
Thurs 7th  Town Hall,  9.30-10.30am, Pilates 
 And 14th & 21st. LH  
 Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm, 
 Knit and Natter.  Knitting group for 
 any ability, help available.   
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Bat ’N’ 
 Chat. And every Thurs.  
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of  
 Dance.  And every Thurs. term time. 
 PP, Looking Well, 1-4pm Art Shed. 
 Community Art. And 14th. 
Fri 8th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern Christmas Table Decorations 
 Victoria Inst., Christmas Bingo.  
 Eyes down 7pm. 
Sat 9th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Tatham 
 Fells School Coffee Morning.  TB. 
 Vic Inst., 10am-12noon, Book Swap. 
 And every 2nd Sat.  
Mon 11th PP, Looking Well, Making Art. 
 For those with Memory Loss and 
 their carers, 10.15am-12.15pm. Tel 
 62672 for details. And 18th. 
 Town Hall, 9am-1pm, Bradford 
 CCG, LH. 
Tues 12th   Footpath, Claife Heights, 6.5 
 miles, Graham & Vicky Cooper, 
 62535. See page 32.  
 Bentham Community Library, 
 2pm, Book Group.  
 Methodist Church, 2.15pm, 
 Christmas meeting of Bright Hour. 
 Free with offering for C.A.P. and 
 Action for Children. 
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BENTHAM NEWS DEADLINE 
Wed 13th Town Hall, 7-9pm, Panto TB 
 Methodist Church, 7.30pm, 
 Bentham Praise Christmas 
 Concert. See page 9. 
Thurs 14th Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm
 Welcome-In. Dominoes and tea for 
 all ages, for transport contact 
 Anthony on 63156.   
Fri 15th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Christmas Party. 
Sat 16th Town Hall, 10am-12noon,  
 Homing Society Coffee Morning. TB. 
Wed 27th Town Hall, 6.30-8pm, Slimming 
 World. LH. 
Thurs 28th Footpath, Local, 4 miles, David 
 & Janice Toft, 62570. See page 32. 
Friday 29th 

BENTHAM NEWS PUBLISHED 

 

Bentham Youth Café 
By Rev’d Anne Russell 

The Management Committee of the 
Youth Café are looking to improve the 
provision for Bentham's children and 
young people and their parents and carers. 

We would like your views. For example, 
what do our children and young people 
most need to live well here? How can we 
all support them and their families? How 
would you like to see the Youth Café 
building used?  When do you want it open? 
Who should be able to use it? What 
activities would you like to do? 

Please contact me with your ideas. 
Ring or text on 07528 572072; or call in 

when it’s Open House at the Rectory, 1 
Moons Acre on Friday 15th December; or 
follow Facebook families4; or send me a 
note. I would also be happy to come and 
see you.  

Food Glorious Food 

By Denise Henshaw 

This soup is another one of my favourites.          
It is delicious and very appealing to look at.  

Sweet Potato And Red Pepper Soup (4) 

Butter, 25g (1oz) 

1 onion, chopped 

1 garlic  clove, crushed 

1 tablespoon of ground coriander 

Sweet potatoes, 450g (1 lb), diced 

Red peppers, 2, de-seeded and chopped 

Vegetable stock, 700 ml (1¼ pints) 

Coconut milk, 400g can 

Vegetable oil for frying 

Melt the butter in a large lidded saucepan. 
Add the onion and garlic and sweat, 
covered, shaking the pan from time to time, 
until softened but not browned. Stir in the 
ground coriander and cook for 2 minutes. 

Add the sweet potatoes and red peppers and 
cook for 5 minutes. 

Pour the vegetable stock over, bring to the 
boil, cover and simmer for 20 minutes. 

When cooled slightly, blend until smooth. 
Add the coconut milk then reheat gently. 
Tip.  Use 100g (3½ozs) of creamed coconut, 
chopped, and increase stock by 150ml (5flozs). 

 

 

Audio Bentham News 

Do you have trouble reading the BN? 

We provide a FREE Audio CD service 

for those who have difficulty with the 

written word. Just call 015242 61515 

or email info@thebenthamnews with 

your name and address. 
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F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 
01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

 

 
Settle Chimney  
Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  
Sweeping Service. 

Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls, Carbon  
Monoxide Detectors Supplied & Fitted. 
National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

MEL BOOTH 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

07825749631 
 

GENERAL HANDYMAN,  
GARDEN MAINTENANCE,   

GREAT RATES. 

Putting Together A Local Information Booklet 

By Andy Ive 

The North Craven Network is an affiliation of local stakeholders, set up by Marion 
Tweed-Rycroft of North Yorkshire County Council Stronger Communities Group: for 
more details of the Network please contact Marion.Tweed-Rycroft@northyorks.gov.uk 

The Network is hoping to produce an information booklet in 2018 which would be a 
catalogue of ALL organisations, regular events and societies in Ingleton, Bentham and 
Burton-in-Lonsdale (or further afield if you feel it is applicable). This will be available to 
all residents, and it is hoped it will help with overcoming loneliness and isolation as well 
as medical and emotional issues. It could also help to boost numbers in any society you 
belong to, and provide invaluable contact information for all local residents. Do not feel 
limited by your concept of what is important. It can include running clubs, horticultural 
societies, home care organisations, music sessions, youth clubs, old people’s clubs,               
special menus in pubs, parish councils, churches and chapels, women’s institutes, 
transport givers (taxis etc), surgeries (medical and political), health organisations, local 
contacts for charities (eg NSPCC), library details, sporting and hobby clubs (anything 
from dominoes to football), refugee support, volunteer handyman services and regular 
social events such as music sessions or book clubs. 

There are 2 ways to get information to us for the booklet, either by filling in a form 
available in churches, community centres and Burton shop, or by sending it                           
electronically to andyive69@gmail.com by the end of January 2018. 

• Name and aim of group 

• Regular meeting places and times (opening times if applicable) 

• Contact person(s) 

• Phone …  Mobile … 

• Email (if applicable) Website (if applicable) 
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Craven Concerns 
By District Councillor Linda Brockbank  
(Tel: 015242-61598) 
Email: cllr.lbrockbank@cravendc.gov.uk 

Seasons Greetings! DCllr Ian Thompson 
and I both wish you all a Merry Christmas. 
 

Dog fouling in Bentham: Last month            
I happened to be passing by as Craven           
District Council contractors were                  
strimming the verges around Grasmere 
Drive. It was unpleasant for the person 
using the strimmer as he explained’ "When 
grassed areas are strimmed, any dog mess 
there is flung over a wide area including 
onto the person strimming". So spare a 
thought for the people who have to endure 
being splattered with your dog’s mess 
whilst doing their job and please pick it up. 
 

Keeping it Local: We have a good variety 
of shops in Bentham. Please support our 
local shops and services. Use Them or Lose 
Them! 
 

GDPR and Cyber Security - Breakfast 
Event: 4th December 2017 at The                      
Devonshire Arms Hotel, Bolton Abbey, 
BD23 6AJ. Information security continues 
to be a hot topic of discussion for                   
businesses, including the almost daily              
reports of data breaches. So for further           
information and to reserve a place, please 
visit: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/gdpr-and-
cyber-security-breakfast-event-tickets-
39288087728 

Digital Enterprise Grants Available:            
The Digital Enterprise programme is now               
accepting applications from eligible               
Craven businesses for grants of up to               
£5,000 to invest in computer hardware, 
software, telephony and connectivity.               
The first phase of the programme received 
unprecedented demand, with almost 480 
applications submitted in just seven weeks. 
The current phase of the voucher scheme, 
accepting applications on a first come, first 
served basis, will target those projects             
that can demonstrate significant digital                         
transformation for the business as well as 
economic impacts, such as job creation or 
increased turnover. For more information 
and an online eligibility checker visit 
www.digitalenterprise.co.uk 

Don’t forget the BN deadline date 
is 12th of December  for the  

January edition. 

mailto:cllr.lbrockbank@cravendc.gov.uk
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All joinery work  

Undertaken 
 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 
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Bentham Community 
Primary School 
By Mrs Claire Pearson, Headteacher  

Last month's BN feature on the school will 
be a hard act to follow, but we hope you'll 
enjoy finding out a little more about life in 
your Community Primary School. We are 
preparing for our Christmas productions, 
always an exciting and busy time of year 
for children, families and staff! It is                 
absolutely lovely to hear children practising 
to 'put on a show'. Despite all the rehearsals 
learning is still a priority with children            
recently taking part in a second 'Outdoor 
Classroom' day when they learnt den               
building and got creative with leaf art and 
were involved in a 'Gruffalo Bones' activity.  

We've been having Parents' Evenings, 
giving parents the opportunity to discuss 
progress and look at their children's                
learning books. As a school we cannot            
emphasise enough how important it is to 
work alongside families to give children the 
best education we can. 

We've taken part in fundraising for             
Children in Need with a Pudsey Bake Off 
and a non-uniform day (no your eyes did 
not deceive you on 17th November when 
you saw a mini deep sea diver or a fairy 
princess making their way along Main 
Street!). 

The school was honoured to take part in 
the Remembrance Service on School Hill on 
11th November. Thank you to our head boy 
and head girl for laying a wreath on behalf 
of the school. At school, children have been 
involved in learning about World War II 
and taken part in cooking war time recipes 
while classes 4 and 5 were involved in an 
Evacuation Experience Day - thanks to the 
Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust for both 
supporting and sourcing this experience.  

We have recently been recruiting a new 
Parent Governor, and we welcome Mrs 
Leanne Buckley, who is also Chair of the 
Friends of Bentham School, onto our Board 
of Governors. We are urgently looking for 

members of the community who feel they 
could support the school by becoming a 
governor. You may not have a background 
in education but you may have business 
skills, financial knowledge or health and 
safety experience which could be used to 
support the development of the school.           
If you are interested, please contact the 
school (015242-61412).  

At the time of writing we still have            
places left in our nursery to start in January 
2018 for children who are currently 3 years 
of age. It is anticipated that the school will 
also be able to offer the new 30-hour                  
provision from January, so please contact 
the school for more information. Can I also 
remind parents that if their child is due to 
start school in September 2018 applications 
need to be made to the Local Authority by 
no later than 15th January 2018. To apply 
www.northyorks.gov.uk/schooladmissions 
Please visit to make an application.  

Wishing everyone a very Happy                 
Christmas and New Year. 
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News From  
Our Neighbours 

Settle Photographic Group  
Monday 4th December 7.30pm Townhead Court, 
Settle.  
Make Your Own Cards: Ideas and techniques for 
making your own cards using your own pictures 
Gallery of members’ images: People, Pets and 
Children. 
Monday 18th December 7.30pm Townhead 
Court, Settle. 
It’s Christmas! : Our annual social event 
The evening will feature a selection of members’ 
pictures taken on group visits . 
settlephotos.org for more information on all events. 
 

 

Thornton-in-Lonsdale  
Christmas Coffee Morning with stalls and             
children’s activities on Saturday 2nd December, 
10.30am to 12.30pm at St Oswald’s Church, 
Thornton in Lonsdale (opposite the Marton 
Arms).  All welcome. 
Crib Service on Sunday 24th December, 9.30am 
at St Oswald’s Church. All welcome. 
 

Burton 

Lonsdale                
Wheelers  
Cycling Club 
Fancy joining           
a friendly cycling 
club to develop 
your fitness and 
interest in the 
sport? Then come and try Lonsdale Wheelers, 
your friendly local cycle club representing the 
Lonsdale area, including Bentham, Burton,            
Ingleton, Keasden, Tatham, Kirkby, Leck, Ireby, 
Clapham, Austwick, Melling, Wennington and 
more. We have rides for the more serious and less 
serious, and hope to start a junior section too 
(road and MTB) for 10+ years. We meet on the 
first and third Sundays of each month, at 9.30am 
in summer and 10am in winter, from the              
sports pavilion at Burton in Lonsdale Recreation 
Ground, and have been an affiliated British                 
Cycling club since being established in 2013. 
Membership is just £15pa and gives you access to 
discount vouchers and cycling tips                            
as well as the benefit of being part of a club and 
the group rides and camaraderie that offers.                 
The club also has third party insurance for its                 
activities through British Cycling. If interested,                      
contact: Tim Rollinson, Secretary, at                          
timrollinson@icloud.com, or David Owen, Route 
Officer, at djomjo@btinternet.com, or Treasurer                          
Mark Christie at markchristie101@outlook.com 

Circuit Training 
Circuit Training has proved to 
be a resilient exercise class            
format, as popular today as it 
was thirty or more years ago. 
Classes target both upper and 
lower body through a mix of 
aerobic and resistance               
exercises. Sessions take place in the Village Hall 
in Burton in Lonsdale on Wednesday evenings 
from 7-8pm in five week blocks costing £22.50 per 
block, payable on the first night. There is a               
maximum number of 20 per class so booking in               
advance is essential to  guarantee a place. Current 
participants range in age from 15 to 68, with an 
even number of men and women. In the spring 
the classes move outdoors with a ‘boot camp’ 
theme. Next classes start on Wednesdays on            
January 10th for five weeks, followed by another 
block up to Easter, then more scheduled in May. 
Interested? Contact: Mark on 01524 264879 or 
07486 117818 or email: markchristie101 
@outlook.com 
Lonsdale  
Archers 
The local                 
archery club 
goes from 
strength to 
strength, with 17 
members including four juniors, and indoor            
sessions in the village hall as well as outdoors at 
the Recreation Ground. Watch out for a new           
beginner course, costing £50pp, around March/
April over two weekends, 3 hours each day.            
Advance Bookings: Mark Christie (Secretary) 
01524 264879 markchristie101@outlook.com. Once 
you have done the course you are eligible to join 
any club in the country, including ours, and we 
offer a large discount off annual membership in 
year one for adults, and juniors doing the course 
get the first year’s membership (usually £25) for 
free. The course introduces you to shooting two 
styles – barebow and freestyle – at 10 yards, and 
all the necessary range safety information. All                      
equipment provided. For 9 years upwards –             
places limited to just five people to ensure quality 
coaching environment. Certificates for all those 
who complete the course. 

Five club members including two juniors have 
been competing in regional events this year,            
including the Cumbrian Open (Feb), Chorley’s 
2nd Indoor Championships (Oct) and the                    
Lancashire Open (Nov). Jack Sargeant (age 14) 
recently gained a third place bronze medal in the 
junior barebow style at the October event at            
Bamber Bridge, as well as winning the club’s 
junior championships. Brian Lewis won the               
senior club championships with an impressive 
score of 518/600 at 20 yards on a 60cm target face. 
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Walks in December 
By Kate Rowe 

It's the last month of the year with 
shorter days for walking but will we get 
those lovely cold, sunny days to enjoy 
them? Our walks are very varied and last 
month's walk at Snaizeholme with the 
hope of seeing red squirrels didn't               
disappoint. We saw lots of them as we 
arrived at the viewing area, although 
when we returned a couple of hours later 
they had almost disappeared. I visited 
them twice in the next week with family 
and friends as the weather was clear and 
sunny. The first time we only saw one 
squirrel but it ran around us for a long 
time, delighting my two young grand              
children when it ran right up to them. The 
second time there were lots of them.               
Details about parking permission and cost 
for those who want a shorter walk, can be 
obtained from the Hawes Tourist                   
Information. Walk leaflets may be in our 
local TICs. Squirrels do not hibernate but 
cache nuts to dig up during the winter. 

 Our first December walk of 8 miles on 
Sunday 3rd starts from the quarry just 
before the ski slope on the Nick of Pendle 
road from Clitheroe. We walk towards the 
Nick and then drop down through                 
Pendleton and cross the A59. After going 
northwards along a quiet country lane for 
about three-quarters of a mile we then            
re-cross the A59 and head for Angram 
Green. We turn and go back to the cars via 

Little Mearley Hall and Mearley Hall. 

   On Tuesday 12th we have a five and 
a half mile walk which fits nicely into 
the shorter days. The walk starts at Far 

Sawrey, after a ferry crossing of Lake            
Windermere, and heads up the track to 
Moss Eccles Tarn. From there we pass 
Wise End Tarn on Claife Heights and enter 
the woods on Hollin Band Plantation. 
Then it’s downhill along a rather difficult 
descent beside Bell Grange Beck to Bell 
Grange on the banks of Lake Windermere. 
The track continues south along the lake as 
far as Bass How where we turn uphill to 
Harrow Slack and thence back down to 
Far Sawrey.  

Finally, a 4 mile walk on Thursday 28th 
starting from the Golf Club car park at 
10.30am. We go across the golf course, 
cross Dumb Tom’s Lane towards                     
Foredales House, and on to Warth House. 
We begin our return journey across the 
fields, bypassing Raygill House, over the 
beck, through more fields to join the road 
for our return to the Golf Club for a social 
lunch stop if required. 

Fancy A Flyer? 
Send your flyer hand delivered to Bentham  
residents in the BN for impact advertising.  

We also deliver to  central points  
in outlying villages and towns 

 

A5 or folded A4 flyer inserts 
£150 commercial and £75 charity 

 

Email info@thebenthamnews.co.uk or 
ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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By Lynda Graveson 
Everyone is welcome to 
our monthly creative workshops during 
Tuesday at Looking Well art and craft           
sessions. On December 12th we will be            
making Christmas decorations facilitated 
by Sheryl Stow. All are welcome to stay for                     
community lunch served at 1pm. 

Photographs by local resident Peter             
Rollinson will be on view in the foyer,             
stairwell and library throughout December. 

Bentham Community Library runs            
fortnightly Storytime sessions (with craft 
activity) for under 5s. The next session will 
be on December 6th at 11am. We would 
like to thank the Friends of Bentham              
Library for continuing to fund the local 
newspapers. 

Christmas closure the library will be 
closed on Saturday 23rd December and             
reopen on Wednesday 3rd January. Pioneer 
Projects will be closed on Friday                         
22nd December and reopens on Monday      
8th January. 

Thank you to all Pioneer Projects and 
Community library volunteers for all your 
hard work during 2017. We hope to see 
some new volunteers in 2018. Have a lovely 
Christmas.  

Are You Funding 
Fossil Fuels? 
By Annie Neligan 

Mike Barron wrote in last month's 
Bentham News about efforts to persuade 
NYCC to move its pension funds out of 
fossil fuels. There is lots to do: finding out 
where the funds are invested currently; 
convincing councillors that fossil fuels are 
better left in the ground; that putting              
money into renewable energy production 
produces good returns and is more secure 
in the long run; encouraging those of us 
that pay into the fund to let North                   
Yorkshire know what we think. 

At this month's Green Café, members of 
WeCan (the  Wenningdale Climate Action 
Network) will be discussing all these issues 
and more. 

Do come along to Looking Well on 
Wednesday 6th December at 7.30pm for 
cake, coffee (or tea) and a lively discussion. 
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Rotary Club Of Lunesdale Bring Father Christmas To 
Bentham On 14th December 

By Lilian Barton 

Christmas will soon be here and as always Father Christmas 
will visit local villages in his sleigh. Please note the dates in 
December each starting at 5.30pm: Friday 8th Ingleton, Monday 11th Burton-in-Lonsdale, 
Tuesday 12th Brookhouse, Wednesday 13th Caton and Thursday 14th Bentham.                     
All donations are used to benefit local charities and deserving causes. By this time some 
readers may have seen the film "Breathe" about a young man with his whole life before 
him suddenly becoming a victim of Polio when in Africa. This crippling disease has                
almost, but not completely, been eradicated from the world. Rotary continues to support 
the campaign to raise money for this cause and will be collecting at cinemas where the 
film is being screened. Early in 2018 groups of Rotarians from around the UK will visit 
India in support of a national immunisation programme. 

At the end of October members enjoyed a presentation from Fiona Duxbury, a student 
at QES, who is planning to spend a year in Africa in connection with Project Trust. In            
November Conrad Leather, Fire Station Manager of the South Lakeland locality gave an 
excellent talk about the role of our fire service together with some excellent tips about 
keeping our homes safe from the dangers of fire. Alistair Eagles, CEO of Seatruck, was 
another speaker in November. We look forward to the Christmas Party in December when 
The Swing Cats Trio will provide entertainment. On behalf of President Nigel Pullen and 
all the club members we would like to say a big thank you for the support the club has 
received in the past year and to wish you a very Happy Christmas and a healthy,                   
prosperous 2018.  
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The Aftermath Of Saturday Night 

By Mrs Anne Gree 
 

I’m often out in Bentham, or walking paths nearby 
Each time there’s things that niggle me and make me want to sigh 

Most commonly it’s the litter or parking thoughtlessly 
And then it’s dog poo on the path or left hanging in a tree 

 

But yesterday, I’m sad to note, was the worst it’s ever been 
Some folks in Bentham just did not care and left it so unclean 

The aftermath of Saturday night was evident all around 
With broken glass and vomit slicks left lying on the ground 

 

Evasive action was required with the dogs following on behind 
Around the hazards we did walk and then what did I find? 
There on someone’s front step, and right outside their door 

A pile of dog poo left there, in contravention of the law 
 

Then right across the pavement, no space was left to pass 
Was parked a great big Transit van, the owner is an ass 

Not everyone’s so thoughtless and we all know this is true 
But what must a tourist think of it as they are passing through? 
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Free Activity 
Pack For                     
Children On 
Bentham Trains 

By Rod Tickner (Vice chair and press officer for Leeds, Lancaster and Morecambe Community Rail 
Partnership Tel: 07902 543797) 

An exciting full-colour pack, designed to educate and entertain children under 12 years of 
age, will be available free of charge to family groups using The Bentham Line. It contains a 
12-page activity booklet with a packet of crayons to complete the tasks, an I-Spy leaflet 
which focuses on observational skills and a colouring competition, ‘Through the Carriage 
Window’ with family rail-travel prizes for the best entries. Bentham Line volunteers will 
be handing these out, and they’re also available from ticket offices in Leeds, Bradford, 
Bingley, Keighley, Skipton and Morecambe, and by post from Bentham Station Building, 
Station Road, Bentham LA2 7LF. The pack has been developed by Gerald Townson and 
Catherine Huddleston from the Community Rail Partnership (CRP), and Jack Warbrick 
from the Lancaster and Skipton Rail User Group. Gerald, chairman of the CRP said, “This 
is the first educational activity pack to be produced specifically for use on a community 
rail line. Hopefully, it will encourage our younger passengers to have a better                       
understanding of the railway, our line and the beautiful surrounding area.                                
The development of the pack has been supported by Northern, with the preparation of the 
printing masters, and by the Association of Community Rail Partnerships, with a £1,000 
grant towards printing and assembly costs from the Community Rail Fund 

Travel Challenge To Raise Funds For                          
Alzheimer’s Society  

By Gerald Townson 

On Thursday 21st September Simon Clarke, who is employed by Community Rail               
Lancashire Ltd, attempted to travel on all seven Community Rail lines within their remit 
in just one day by very careful use of the timetables. One of these lines, however, is             
predominately in Yorkshire – the Bentham Line. He was successful travelling 433 miles in 
17 hours 50 minutes. Members of the Leeds-Morecambe Community Rail Partnership 
(CRP) and the Lancaster and Skipton Rail User Group (LASRUG) including Rod Tickner, 
David Alder and Catherine Huddleston joined Simon for parts of this journey bringing 
welcome refreshments on board. 

Simon said,  “Yes it can be done, but it is a very long day and the connection at Leeds is 
very, very tight even if the trains are on time.” When asked if he would repeat this or 
something similar he added he would almost certainly say yes – railways are in his blood 
and he loves a challenge!  
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Simon was raising money for the Alzheimer’s Society, and his fundraising will help 
support people to live well with dementia today and also to fund research to help find a 
cure for tomorrow. To date the total is in excess of £700, and if you would like to add your 
contribution, donations will be accepted up to 21st December 2017 and can be done online 
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/simonclarke1 
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MARK WATSON 
HOME & GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 
 

 
Gardening 

and landscaping services,  
mowing, strimming. Hedge cutting, fencing, 

paving, turfing and power washing.  
Loft insulating and pointing. 

 

07759680938   07759680943 
015242 62038 

LOGS LOGS LOGS 
Kiln Dried Firewood 

Seasoned Logs, Bags or Loads 
Cash and Carry  
Pick up Point 

 

Bentham Road, Ingleton 
 

Call David on:  015242 41521 
Mobile: 07713055404 

 

COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 
MOB 07765 882579 

Bentham News is published at New House, Mewith Lane, Bentham, by a voluntary                
editorial committee consisting of Shirley Brown, Kathleen Kelly, Ros Lloyd,                   
Howard Matthew, Anne Preston, Jane Proctor, Richard Wallace, Pam Woof, and             
Denise Henshaw—co-ordinator, who can be contacted on 015242 61515.                                
Emma Greenep works alongside Denise administering the advertising side of the             
paper and can be reached on ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk. Every effort is made to             
ensure that information contained in the paper is correct, however, Bentham News is an 
open access paper and views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the             
editorial committee. The committee reserves the right to edit contributions. We are willing 
to withhold names on request, but names, addresses and telephone numbers must accom-
pany  all  items  for publication. Please hand in to Emma’s Hair and Beauty in the Main 
Street or email to:- info@thebenthamnews.co.uk    

Copy deadline is 12th December for the January edition. Please note we cannot             
guarantee the inclusion of any articles after this date. We aim to acknowledge all emails, if 
you do not receive a reply to an email, contact us again, as it may not have been  received. 
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Castleberg Hospital - The 
Future? 
By John Asher, Secretary, Castleberg - the future 
Steering Group, 01729-825075 

The NHS body responsible for                             
funding hospital services in Craven, The 
Airedale, Wharfedale and Craven Clinical                          
Commissioning Group (CCG), is expected to 
announce shortly the start of a 3-month            
consultation period on the future of                    
Castleberg Hospital, Giggleswick, near 
Settle. It was closed abruptly last April             
because of serious defects in maintenance. 
Patients had to be nursed at home or in              
hospitals far from their carers, friends and 
families. The closure was described as 
'temporary'. 

Hundreds of local people have joined an 
email and Facebook network to express their 
concerns and draw attention to their                
problems. A steering group called 
"Castleberg - the future" has now been 
formed to work with the CCG by presenting 
the full evidence for the re-commissioning of 
hospital beds in North Craven. The steering 
group includes GPs, members of local                
government and other health-care bodies.  

The closure of Castleberg is putting great 
stress on the frail elderly at a critical time 
when they need hospitalisation, possibly at 
the end of their lives. It is placing impossible 
pressure on their carers and families and on 
the volunteer drivers who have to drive 
them 50 or 60 miles and wait whilst they 
visit, say, a dying spouse. Public transport 
links are poor and there is no facility for 

them to stay at Airedale. The CCG needs to 
hear the real, accurate picture from local 
residents. 

Plans for the formal consultation process 
should be published by the time you read 
this. If you feel that the closure of Castleberg 
is a problem for our North Craven                     
community, please contact castlebergthefu-
ture@gmail.com to join the email group; or 
link to "Castleberg - the future" on Facebook. 



40  

 

Age Concern 
In October 
By Olive Calverley 
A shopping trip to a new venue on 3rd              
October opened up possibilities for future 
outings. As our speaker didn’t arrive we 
had a quiz on 6th October. Energy was in 
short supply on 13th October for Sally ‘s 
exercises, but the music cheered us up. The 
town hall coffee morning on 14th October 
was very successful, thanks to the                    
committee, the willing helpers and those 
who supplied goods. On 20th October              
Raymond Gott shared his memories of 
working as a carpenter, giving humorous 
insights into customers with their                    
sometimes strange requests. Two trips on 
17th and 26th October helped us to enjoy 
‘Autumn Tints’ in Cumbria and Craven, 
refreshment stops along the way. We filled 
in a questionnaire from North Yorkshire 
County Council about the lack of transport 
in this area, and hoped that our answers will 
help towards a successful outcome.                   
Members also helped with transport                 
insurance by donating their loose change, 
with amazing results. The month ended 
with a visit from the Lowgill Trio: Edward 
on accordion, Geoff on guitar and Louise on 
recorder. They entertained us with folk and 
dance tunes, exciting our imaginations with 
visions of people dancing the mazurkas, 
polkas and waltzes. A singsong of ‘My          
Favourite Things’ from The Sound of Music 
ended the programme. This was another 
successful month, thanks to the committee, 
drivers, escorts, cook and her helpers. 

Learn to Drive with  

Sally Moore 
 

Your local, friendly  

Instructor 
 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 
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Hornby Swimming 
Pool 
By Roger Carter, Lune Valley Community                   
Services Tel: 015242 22283 

Lune Valley Community Services are               
delighted to announce that Lancashire 
County Council has approved the LVCS 
bid to undertake the running of Hornby 
Swimming Pool. The task now is to move 
forward and get the pool back up and                
running for the benefit of the Greater Lune 
Valley as quickly as possible. Of course the 
LVCS committee has lots to do and money 
to raise before this can happen, but invest-
ment in our £25 Community Share Pledge 
scheme continues to grow with more than 
£30,000 currently pledged. Further                   
contributions, large or small, are very             
welcome, and anyone can pledge any 
amount for any reason. Pledge now and 
pay later! It’s easy, please just give us a call 
01524-805666 or email luneval-
leycs@gmail.com and we will send all the 
details by return. 

We welcome any other sponsorship, 
fund raising support or voluntary help and 
in January we are kicking off with great 
fund raising party night in Arkholme.            
To celebrate this breakthrough, please join 
us for a night of nostalgia and fun with 
vintage live rock and roll pop music by 
‘The Jetsons’. Please put this on your 2018 
calendar for a really great night out.  

‘Splish Splash – You’ve Saved The 
Bath‘ 1950s party night at Arkholme             
Village Hall on Saturday 27th January 
2018. Bar opens 7pm. Tickets £10 from 
Arkholme Village Hall, Hornby                      
Post Office and Hornby Institute on 
015242-22227. 

The fabulous Jetsons just love to help 
any special event go with a swing with the           
music of your life and songs you can sing 
with words you can hear and understand! 
Their retro-repertoire celebrates the great 
classic British rock pioneers including Billy 
Fury, Johnny Kidd, Adam Faith, Marty 
Wilde and Cliff Richard along with popular 
hits by US rockers such as Chuck Berry, 
Eddie Cochran, Ricky Nelson, Elvis, Bobby 
Darren and many more. So enjoy the party: 
sit back, sing along or let your hair down 
and dance to this lively music. There will 
also be jive demonstrations. You’ll have a 
great night and be supporting the                      
campaign for the Lune Valley Swimming 
Pool as all profits go to the Pool campaign.  

River Lune Sponsored ‘Swimathon’ 
Sponsorship forms and details and an           
exciting new Logo competition and other 
marketing initiatives coming soon. 

There’s lots happening, so please sign up 
to receive our regular newsletters and keep 
up to date with the campaign to get the 
pool re-opened for everyone. 

Bentham News now has 32 pages 
of colour in which we can print 

colour photographs by local             
people of local events. So don’t 

forget to send them in and let us 
know what your club, team, or 

group is doing!  

info@thebenthamnews.co.uk 



42  

 

Helping Refugees in the Calais “Jungle” 

By Alison Easton 

Bentham Area Refugee Support Group invited Tina Brocklehurst to the Looking Well in 

October to talk about her 18 months’ volunteering in the so-called Calais “jungle”,  and 

what an extraordinary story, both distressing and inspiring.   

In August 2015 a little group of volunteers arrived in Calais to find about 3,000               

refugees stranded there without any government or big non-governmental organization 

looking after them. By November there were 6,000. Imagine, people like you and me who 

once had homes, families and good skilled work, fleeing for their lives, eligible for                 

asylum and now without even winter-safe shelter, regular food, warm dry clothes and 

bedding, running water or toilets, let alone a secure destination or reunion with family.  

Worse still, by February 2016 there were 651 children, of which 423 were unaccompanied 

and utterly vulnerable.  

The volunteer group went to work. Help flooded in: money, goods, volunteers (an 

extraordinary 15,000 volunteers to date in many projects).  They became the organization 

now called Help Refugees. They set up warehouses, built wooden shelters, installed 

showers, distributed vast quantities of food daily.  Tina described how they decided to 

provide simple ingredients, rather than cooked food, so that people could make their 

own familiar food, with firewood to do it, and even spices.  

Tina showed us a place more like a shanty town, with cafes, schools, children’s spaces, 

bookshop etc, and gave us a sense of the individuals inside those rackety-looking                 

dwellings. This was also a desperate place with daily attempts to stow away on UK-

bound lorries (and “poor lorry drivers”, said Tina).  The police could be brutal: tear gas 

cannisters lobbed into the camp were so hot, they started fires; the gas was excruciating.   

The “jungle” was cleared by French authorities in October 2016; since then more keep 

coming though no camp exists.  Help Refugees is still there, making sure people don’t die 

of cold or hunger, and does similar front-line work in other countries like Greece.                 

If you’d like to know more and want to help, go to their website helprefugees.org or 

simply google Help Refugees. Ninety six per cent of funds raised go to the projects. 
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Ewecross Historical 
Singing The News - Ballads 
In Tudor England 

By Mary Taylor 

Mike Winstanley, Chairman of the 
Ewecross Historical Society, welcomed 
members and guest speaker Jenni Hyde, 
associate Vice President of the Historical 
Association at Lancaster University, to the 
October meeting. Jenni gave an illustrated 
lecture on Singing The News - Ballads of 
Tudor England, the social media of the            
sixteenth century. She said that with no 
freedom of speech at the time, messages, 
which could only be understood by some, 
were hidden in the Ballads. There were no 
newspapers and very few people could 
read, so the Balladeers and minstrels sang 
the news at local gatherings and in the big 
houses, the most popular tune being                
Well a Day. The speaker showed slides of 
Ballads printed in Tudor times using the 
newly invented printing press, and she 

sang a gruesome             
Ballad about Sir 
Thomas Plant being 
hanged on a tree. 
Mike thanked Jenni 
and she answered              
several questions. 

Don’t forget Bentham News deadline  
date is 12th of December for the  

January edition. 
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 The PuncThe Punch Bowlh Bo 

Low Bentham 
 

Real Fire Real Food Real Ale 
 

Dishes made from fresh produce, locally 
sourced 

 
Dogs & Muddy Boots welcome 

 
Open all day from noon Tues –Sun 

 
Food served Tues-Sat 12-2 & 6-8.30 

Sunday -Traditional Roasts & full menu 

served all day to 8.30pm 
 

  Booking not essential but advisable 
at peak holiday times 

Tel 015242 61344 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

www.thepunchbowlbentham.co.uk 
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Can You Help The Red 
Cross Christmas Family 
Reunion Appeal? 
By Maggie Bruno, 015242 61616, 

davidmaggiebruno@gmail.com 
 

Christmas is the special time of year when 
families come together. Imagine what it 
must be like to have lost your parents, your 
children, your brothers or sisters when you 
had to flee your home due to war and              
persecution. How must it feel to find                 
yourself separated on the journey across 
Europe, or to have had to leave a family 
member behind, as you could not afford 
the smuggler’s price for the whole family? 
The Red Cross Family Reunion and Tracing 
Service helps search for and reunite                 
families, and last year reunited 2,000              
refugees with their families. To witness 
parents and their children hug and kiss 
each other when they thought they might 

never be able to do so again, is wonderful, 
humbling and so precious. This short               
1 minute 11 seconds video  

https://youtu.be/QLCmjcTAR6I  

is one of many examples of a beautiful            
moment and there are more on the Red 
Cross website. 

Between 28 November and 5 December 
2017 the British Red Cross is appealing for 
funds for its Family Reunion Services. 
What is amazing about this appeal is that 
all donations will be DOUBLED! The aim is 
to raise £45,000 and this will unlock the 
£45,000 of match funding, enough to               
reunite 85 families. It costs £300 to reunite a 
child with their parent, and around £1,200 
to re-unite a whole family. You can donate 
online through the Big Give https://
secure.thebiggive.org.uk/project/BRC                     

during the live appeal.  

What better Christmas present could you 
give to a refugee family? 
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TAYLORS 
 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 
High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  
9.00am—5.00pm 
Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 
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£1 Million For Projects To Boost Yorkshire Dales 

Economy 
By Sarah Pettifer (Marketing & Communications Officer, Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust 

(YDMT) Tel: 015242-51002 

The Yorkshire Dales LEADER programme has reached a milestone having now               
committed £1million to support a range of projects that will bring economic benefits to the 
local area. Since LEADER launched in 2016 it has supported more than 30 projects                 
ranging from mobile sheep handling systems designed to improve animal welfare, to 
farm diversification into tourism. 

Peaks and Pods at Boustagill Farm near Rathmell is one such project. The funding            
enabled the owners to purchase and install 5 luxury 'glamping' pods on farm land               
together with new showers and toilets. This provided environmentally sustainable               
accommodation for visitors to our area. Since opening in August this year demand has 
been high for these pods and access to the covered outside seating area, pizza oven and 
home cooked takeaway meals from the farmhouse. This farm now hopes to be viable for 
future generations of the family and provide jobs for local people.  

The Yorkshire Dales LEADER programme is open for business with grants of up to 
£150,000 available for Micro and Small businesses. To find out more contact                           
rima.berry@ydmt.org. Applications will be considered in the order that they are received 

and priority will be 
given to initiatives 
that create new jobs in 
rural areas and               
which demonstrate 
collaboration between 
businesses.  

 

 

 

Photo of Peaks and Pods 
at Boustagill Farm, 
Rathmell 
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Lancaster’s Midwinter Market 
By Anna Clayton, Food Project Officer 

Taste seasonally-inspired recipes, meet local food producers, 
and discover Lancaster’s bubbling local food and craft scene 
on Friday 15th December from 10am-5pm when Lancaster’s 
market square will be bustling with local food producers, 
woodworkers, community food projects, music and local 
craftspeople, as LESS hosts Lancaster’s second Midwinter 
Market. The Midwinter Market is one of four seasonal             
markets coordinated by LESS that aim to celebrate our           

surrounding environment 
and the diversity of produce 
the different seasons bring. 
The midwinter market will 
celebrate the darkest time of year with local food, crafts 
and music! 

    In addition to stalls selling their wares, the Faces Behind 
Our Food art exhibition will be brought outside to share 
the stories of 12 local food and drink producers (some of 
which will be participating in the market), and LESS will 
be handing out a variety of local food resources including 
advice on how to source a local Christmas dinner, and 
community food maps. Folk-to-Folk, Daniel Liptrott,          
Arrayah Barnes, Feet On The Street and other local                
musicians will also be singing and playing music                       
throughout the day.  

    Stalls will include: The Fig Tree who will be talking 
about and selling its range of locally-made and fairly traded bean-to-bar chocolates,              
Owen Jones will be selling and demonstrating how to make oak swill baskets, Filberts 
Bakery will be offering their range of delicious baked goods, Cockerham Boers will be 
talking about and selling locally-reared goat meat, Billy’s Eggs from the Lancaster                  
Charter market will be offering a range of local and free-range eggs, Morecambe’s                   
Creative Exchange will be selling 
their upcycled and locally crafted 
goods, My Puds and Simply                  
Country and Co will be selling local 
cheeses and puddings made from 
local ingredients, Firebird Catering 
will be cooking up wood-fired              
pizzas with a seasonal twist, Logs 
Direct will be taking orders for fire 
wood, Old School brewery will be 
offering tasters of their beers and 
will be selling various goodies and 
Bee Inspired Flowers will be making 
festive wreaths made from locally 
grown plants and foraged materials. 


