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Spotlight On Local Businesses 
From time to time Bentham News will be featuring local businesses, 
whether they are new start ups or older and well-established concerns. 
Our aim is to highlight the range of businesses working within our 
community and to introduce people to, or remind people of, the goods 
and services that are available locally. This month BN is spotlighting 
Bentham Golf Club, 1922 Bar & Kitchen and Wenningdale Escapes - along with               
Riverside Caravan Park, a great local family business that just keeps on growing, 
bringing employment, entertainment and                  

tourism to Bentham. 

Try something new for 
2018 – Get into Golf. 
Learn a new skill, make new 
friends and, most importantly, 
stretch your legs and swing your 
hips! 

    Bentham Golf Club are once again taking part 
in the ‘Get into Golf’ initiative. Starting from                
Saturday 24th February, a course of 1 hour group 
lessons once a week for 5 weeks will cost you a 
mere £35. The coaching  sessions are open to any-
one and everyone, no matter what level of                
experience you've had before. They offer an           
introduction to one of the nation’s favourite pastimes and set you up to take part in             
follow-on coaching programmes and club membership opportunities if you wish. We will 
be running  beginner (10am – 11am) and improver (11am – 12pm) sessions. 

    The aim of ‘Get into Golf’ is to inspire adults to take 
up golf and play more often.  Bentham Golf Club is a              
facility for everyone to enjoy, whether you are a member 
or not. We are trying to make the sport affordable and 
approachable for all, so more people can benefit from 
the exercise, social and stress-relieving aspects of being           
involved in the game. 

    So, what do you need to be able to take part? Just turn 
up in comfortable clothes, sensible shoes and with an 
open mind. Equipment will be provided, and we’ll show 
you the ropes. (No membership required!) For more                 

information contact Nick Barron (our Club Professional) on 015242 62455 (option 1) or 
email pro@benthamgolfclub.co.uk 

What will 2018 bring to Bentham Golf Club, 1922 Bar & Kitchen 
& Wenningdale Escapes? 
As we enter our 9th year as ‘Wenningdale Leisure’ at Bentham Golf Club, we want to take 
this opportunity to share with you what we are planning for the coming year. We hope 
you’ll all be able to join us for a party or two, making the most of the facilities on your 
doorstep. 

As our fantastic function room gets a good lick of paint this month, softening the walls 
and bringing character to this building, we’re excited to start another year of events            

Ladies getting into golf 

A fun sport for all ages 
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and hosting your special                          
celebrations. There will be more 
Pilates, personal resilience 
courses and the ever              
popular Gin & Jazz. 

    We will be working closely 
with Bentham and District              
Dementia Community (you can 
see an article from them in this 
edition on page 45). We will be 
looking to develop sessions for 
those living with Dementia, and 
also for their carers, such as 

sporting memory events, memory walks and luncheon clubs. We also hope to launch our                   
Navigation Trail around Bentham Golf Course, aimed at getting families out and about in 
the fresh air and working together to find a series of clues. 

If you are interested in any of these events, then don’t hesitate to contact Isabel                  
Marshall on 015242 62455, isabel@benthamgolfclub.co.uk or write to Bentham Golf Club, 
Robin Lane, High Bentham LA2 7AG, for more information. 

Meanwhile on the golf course... 

We’re pleased to say that we have kept the membership increases for 2018 to an              
absolute minimum, with fees going up by no more than £5 across all the categories.            
We will also be introducing a Trial Membership, available in March and April, offering 3 
months’ membership to let you try before you buy. 

Anyone wishing to become a golfing member this year is welcome to do so now for 
the same price and enjoy January and February for no extra cost. 

Over the last few years we have worked with feedback from our members to develop 
a more extensive golfing calendar and have increased the number of competitions availa-
ble, including 9 hole competitions (which will now be recognised for handicap purposes), 
summer league events and team competitions.  

Membership not your thing? Well, don’t worry! Just come and have a knock whenever 
you can. Our 8-bay driving range is open every day, we offer great value green fees 
throughout the week and anyone is welcome to enjoy our wonderful golf course. 

For more information on membership, golf in general or using the driving range,               
contact Isabel Marshall on 015242 62455 or email isabel@benthamgolfclub.co.uk  

You will have seen the landscape 
around the golf course evolving                 
considerably over the last 12 months. 
We’re very excited to be opening 
‘Wenningdale Escapes’, our new            
luxury lodge development, and will 
be welcoming the first lodges in 
March 2018. These will be available 
for hire along with our bespoke pods 
so if you ever have friends or family 
wanting to come and stay but don’t 
have space to accommodate them,            
be sure to get in touch! 

A party in full swing 

Inside a rental holiday lodge 
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Bentham Re-Enacts 
Operation Pied Piper 
By Sarah Pettifer, Yorkshire Dales Millennium 

Trust (YDMT) Tel: 015242-51002 

Thanks to National Lottery players,              
children from Bentham Community                            
Primary School have been learning what it 
might have been like to be part of the mass 
evacuations of the Second World War, 
which saw more than 3.5 million civilians 
relocated to rural areas thought to be less 
at risk of bombing. Operation Pied Piper 
began on 1st September 1939 and in the first three days 1.5 million people were                     
evacuated, including 827,000 children of school age, many of whom were parted from 
their parents. 

Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust (YDMT) re-enacted some of the typical scenes with 
a group of 50 youngsters from the school who were ‘evacuated’ by train to Hellifield. 
Complete with ration books, identity cards, gas masks and 1930s-40s style clothing, the 
children sang ‘Wish me luck as you wave me goodbye’ before the siren sounded and the 
‘evacuation’ drill began. For some of the children, aged 7-11, this was their first train           
journey, which added to the air of anticipation as the group walked to Bentham train          
station. 

Miss Thwaite, teacher at Bentham CP School, said: “Over the autumn term we have 
been learning about World War II and its effects, particularly on children. It’s been              
fantastic to work with YDMT to organise this day for the children to gain first-hand               
experience of what it might have been like to be evacuated. There was a real buzz of            
excitement about the day and the children have loved being involved in all the                       
preparations at school. It’s been great to see them embrace the day, get into character and 
gain an enriched learning experience.” 

On arriving at Hellifield train station the children met Home Guard ‘officials’                    
and listened to an original 1939 radio broadcast by Princess Elizabeth, before                       
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lining up along the          
station platform where 
local volunteers played 
the role of potential host 
families and were               
invited to ‘adopt’ a 
child. The youngsters 
learnt that finding new 
homes could have been               
traumatic for the                
young evacuees and                     
discovered that adapt-
ing to war-time life in 
the Yorkshire Dales 
country side may have 
been difficult for many. 
Anthea Hanson, Schools 
Out Education Officer at YDMT, organised and delivered the event. She said:                        
“The aim was to give the pupils from Bentham CP School a little taste of what the war 
would have meant for children their age who found themselves relocated to the                     
Yorkshire Dales in the Second World War. Before catching the train back home to                  
Bentham, we asked the children to reflect on what they had learnt and to write a postcard 
home to their parents – a little memento of their experience.” Ten-year-old Tom Mouncey 
is the school’s Head Boy. He said: “If this was happening for real I’d feel nervous, sad 
and excited. It’s really good that you made it happen today so that we could all                    
experience it.” 

This activity was part of the Schools Out project which aims to deliver curriculum-
linked outdoor activity and engagement days for primary schools in the Ingleborough 
area. It’s part of Stories in Stone, a four-year programme of community, conservation and 
heritage projects developed by the Ingleborough Dales Landscape Partnership, which is 
led by YDMT and mainly funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund. YDMT would like to 
thank Bentham Town Council for the use of the Town Hall, Gerald Townson of Friends 
of Bentham Station, Leeds-Morecambe Community Rail Partnership, Northern (Aviva 
Rail North Ltd), Ian Fleming at Yorkshire Dales Community Archives and all the               
volunteers who helped to make this event possible. 

Front cover: Hellifield station, top, and 
Cameron Derrick and Oliver Maher with 
Anthea Hanson, below. Left top: Tom 
Mouncey with Dave Hanson stamping the 
ration book; Left below: Ted Bedford with 
Macy Bentham next in line receiving            
identity labels from Anthea Hanson.  
Above: Home Guard and pickers, left to 
right, Debbie Boswell, Pauline (Hellifield 
WI), Roger, John Ward,  Pauline (Hellifield 
WI—yes, they are both called Pauline) and 
Tanya St Pierre.      
Photos by Sarah Pettifer 

 
 

     PILATES WITH SALLY HORN 
 

      Methodist Hall 
      Classes start  

     Wednesday 10th January 

        9.30-10.30am 

      £7 per session or  

      £25.50 for 5 weeks 

     Tel: 07977 633083 



6  

 

William (Bill) Foster: 
31st May 1915-24th October 2017 
By Ian Foster 

Bill Foster was born in Barton House, 
Main Street, High Bentham. He had 2              
brothers, James and John Allan, and 2             
sisters, Isobel and Beth. He and Beth were 
about 10 years younger than the others. His 
father owned and ran the family business, a 
large grocery shop and bakery in Main 
Street, where the Co-op shop is now.  

Physically, he was made of the right stuff, 
typically hardy, as many of his generation 
were, and this is borne out by his longevity. 
As a youth he was a fast runner, then later 
he became a very good golfer, going on to 
be Club Captain and President. He attended 
High Bentham Primary School then                  
Bentham Grammar School (which cost £4.50 
a term!) and was pleased to ensure that his 
three sons followed in his footsteps. Special 
school friends for Dad were Edward                 
Wrathall, Smokey Wilkinson and Harry 
Thwaites, who he used to go bird nesting 
with and playing Hoop Rolling. They all 
remained in Bentham after school days.           
He cycled with various friends, particularly 
George Garlic, over large parts of the Lake 
District, recalling that some of the roads still 
had gravel surfaces – tarmac had yet to             
arrive! Some of the trips took several days 
and involved camping out at night. After 
leaving school he was articled to a firm of 
Accountants in Lancaster, travelling by train 
each day, and later by bus – because it was 
cheaper. He recalled that when he started 
there was one telephone for the whole 
office, located in a corridor. Anyone                
wanting to use it, even the partners, had to 
go into the corridor to do so! 

When the War started he enlisted in the 
Royal Signals and served in a number of 
places, including Cheltenham and Great 
Yarmouth. During his time in the army he 
became a competent ice skater and won an 
amateur competition in Ballroom Dancing. 
He met Mary, the future Mrs Foster, whilst 
they were both in the army and serving in 

Cheltenham. Thankfully they both survived 
the war and decided to get married and 
move to Bentham. After becoming a                  
qualified accountant, Dad managed to buy a 
small accountancy business doing accounts 
and tax for local businesses, which he               
expanded and operated from an office in 
Bentham. This provided a good income to 
support a growing family.  Dad knew many 
of the farmers in the area and took to heart 
their financial circumstances and did what-
ever he could to help them. Some of the 
farmers could not cope with paperwork, 
and when it came to accounts time he was 
just presented with a cardboard box                
containing receipts and bits of paper with 
scribbled figures, from which he was               
expected to construct annual accounts! 

He was extremely skilful with his hands 
and won trophies for his carefully built 
model aeroplanes that he flew across local 
fields. Through attending an evening class 
run by his friend and our woodwork               
teacher, Jos Lonsdale, he made furniture for 
the house. In later life he turned his hand 
very successfully to pottery, painting and 
making dolls house furniture. 

Initially the family lived in Barton 
Cottage on Main Street, which Dad rented. 
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But in 1957, when he had saved enough 
money to put a deposit on a house, they 
moved to Hazelwood, Summerhill, which 
had four bedrooms, half an acre of garden 
and a purchase price of £2,000! Here he was 
able to develop his keen interest in                 
gardening. This was a pursuit that he and 
Mary could do together, and over many 
years they worked on developing a lovely, 
large, show garden and hosted Open                 
Garden events on behalf of Arthritis                
Research and LASRUG.  

After spending 90 years (except for the 
war years) in Bentham, Mum and Dad 
made the major decision to move south to 
Wylde Green to be near their eldest son 
Richard and his wife Barbara. When Mary 
died we wondered how long he would keep 
going. However, despite failing eyesight 
‘keep going’ he certainly did. He had a great 
100th birthday and was very pleased to 
receive his letter from the Queen and a             
surprise one from the Minister for Work 
and Pensions! To the end he enjoyed going 
out for meals and buying plants to ensure 
his garden always looked good. 

Do You Need Wheels To 
Get To Work Or College? 
By Andy Reddick, Wheels2Work Coordinator 

I am the Wheels2Work Coordinator for a 
scheme covering Craven, Richmondshire, 
Hambleton and Harrogate. Our 
Wheels2Work scheme has a fleet of 50cc 
and a few 125cc scooters available to be 
loaned to individuals wishing to progress 
in life, but disadvantaged by a lack of              
available transport between their home and 
place of work, training or further                    
education. I suspect that many young           
people in Craven struggle with travel; 
hopefully we are in a good position to help. 

Our scheme, which is a charity and non-
profit making, provides a wonderful              
opportunity for people who live in areas 
with limited public transport to fulfill their            
potential. We are based in Northallerton 
and have been running since 2001 and in 
that time have helped over 1,000                   

individuals. Currently we have not                    
received any applications from Craven              
residents and I suspect this is because the 
scheme is not well known in your district. 
Please publicise this scheme as widely as 
possible and encourage relevant                        
individuals to apply. 

Successful candidates receive a moped, 
safety equipment, insurance, tax and bike 
servicing for a small weekly contribution. 
To be eligible for the scheme you must: 

• Live in North Yorkshire 

• Be 16 or over 

• Have no suitable transport to travel to 
work, training or education 

• Hold a provisional licence 

 Please do not hesitate to contact me if 
you need further information. I am based at 
Hambleton Community Action,                            
Community House, 10 South Parade, 
Northallerton, DL7 8SE, telephone                     
01609-780458 ext. 209, or 07764-151081. 
www.hambletoncommunityaction.org 
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People Of Bentham 
This month we are featuring Maxine Halstead, who lives in Low Bentham.  

You probably know Maxine from Pigtails, the children’s clothes shop on Main Street 

which she ran from the mid 80s until last November. 
 
How long have you lived in Bentham and what brought you here? 

I am really from Wray where I was born and brought up.  I married Geoff in 1974                   
and moved to Bentham really because we found a house to buy here, Wenning Cottage            
in Low Bentham. Geoff was from Nelson but worked in Carnforth and had been drawn            
to this area by his love of caving and of the local countryside. We spent a lot of our                    
courtship at the Hill Inn! There was no question when we married but that we would stay 
local. 

 

Tell us something about yourself that people wouldn’t normally know.  

My passion in life has been Formula One. We started going to the Grand Prix at                 
Silverstone in the late 90s and also went to Goodwood twice a year. Geoff loved anything 
with wheels and was fascinated by all the vintage stuff whereas I gravitated towards the F1 
events. I haven’t been to a GP recently but went back to Goodwood two years ago.  I follow 
it religiously on TV.  Jensen Button was my hero but now I have to make do with Lewis 
Hamilton. I also used to follow stock car racing and off road Land Rover driving.  

I also have a passion for the ballet. My cousin taught ballet at an advanced level and we 
attend many performances together. 

Also people may not know that Geoff and I lived near Perth in Australia for three years 
in the 70s. 

 

If you could travel anywhere, where would you like to go? 

I have already been lucky enough to have done a lot of interesting travelling but I would 
very much like to go and visit my goddaughter who is at university in Durban.  I would 
also like to revisit Zambia where I have family.  I first went when I was 18. I was supposed 
to go for six weeks but stayed six months. 

 

What does a perfect day look like to you? 

Spending it all with my gorgeous grandson, Morris, and the rest of my family.  They are 
the most important part of my life. 

 

 If you could witness any event of the past, present or future, what would it be? 

I would like to have been at the 1966 World Cup when England won. I have always 
loved football. 

 

Are there world events that you remember particularly from when you were growing up? 
Neil Armstrong landing on the moon. I met him at Goodwood – well me and a thousand 

other people! 
 

Is there anyone (e.g. a teacher?) who has had the most influence on your life? 
My wonderful extended family have had the greatest influence on my life. My mum was 

the kindest person ever and my maternal grandparents were always around when I was 
little.  My aunt and cousins lived close by.  Mum and Dad went to school together and had 
known each other all their lives. Dad was a lovely man, a wagon driver. We went on a             
marvellous two week holiday every year to Sennen Cove in Cornwall, which was a big               
adventure in those days, and the sun shone every day. We had such strong family ties and 
lots of freedom. A great childhood. 
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If you had an unlimited budget, what investment would you make in Bentham? 

I would build affordable housing for young people and create some sort of business to 
employ them so that they could stay here. I would also magically create the space for            
another car park in Bentham.  Where I don’t know! 

 

What’s the worst job you’ve ever done? 

My first job, working on a little farm near Hornby cleaning eggs and having my pay 
docked if I broke one. 

 

What’s your most treasured possession? 
My late husband Geoff’s watch which I wear constantly. I thought I had lost it the other 

day and was frantic.  Also a little gold hippo necklace given me by my cousin Pamela, who 
now lives in Zambia. The chain has broken and been replaced many times but I have never 
lost the hippo. 

 

How do you relax? 

To be honest I find it hard to relax, but I do like going on long walks. I enjoy gardening 
and growing my own vegetables. It’s a joy to share the produce. I love a really relaxing day 
being spoiled in a health spa. Just looking at the view over Ingleborough from my garden 
is a great pleasure too. 

 
 

Is there a book, film or live event that you’ve particularly enjoyed recently? 

The Nutcracker at the Birmingham Royal Ballet which was two years ago now.  More 
recently Matthew Bourne’s ‘The Red Shoes’ at the Lowry. I love any quality live                         
performance, amateur or professional. A good Bentham panto can be as pleasurable as 
more upmarket productions. Anything that’s live and well done is a joy. 

 

Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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Mandy’s Food Blog   
A Taste Of Thailand 
I’ve had a busy couple of months with 
Christmas bookings, but before them I 
spent a wonderful 3 weeks travelling round 
beautiful Thailand, experiencing the best of 
their culture and cuisine. Trying to explain 
that James has a peanut allergy proved 
quite comical, but thanks to ‘Google            
Translate’ we got by, although the                    
Yorkshire twang was obviously not the best 
to understand. I did have a giggle though 
watching him trying! 

Thai food is always fresh and tasty, and 
yes you do need a palette for a little bit of 
spice, as fresh chillies are plentiful and used 
in so many dishes. But the heat doesn’t 
linger and it definitely doesn’t take away 
from the flavour. So this month I am               
sharing a recipe for Pad Thai, a stir-fried 
noodle dish that is quick and easy. This is 
very popular in many parts of Thailand and 
you can use chicken, tofu or seafood               
separately or all together.       

King Prawn Pad Thai  

2 tbsp sunflower oil                                                                                   

200g raw tiger prawns, peeled and de-
veined or cooked ready to use, your choice                                                                 
1 clove garlic, crushed                                                                              

2.5 cm (1in) piece root ginger, peeled and 
grated                                       

1 egg, beaten                                                                                                                                

1 pack wide rice noodles to cook, or ready 
to use                                                                                 

2 medium carrots, grated                                                                            

300 g bean sprouts                                                                                      

1tbsp brown sugar                                                                                       

3 tbsp fish sauce                                                                                             

Zest and juice of 1 lime 

50 g peanuts, finely chopped                                                                          

1 red chilli, thinly sliced                                                                                      

3 spring onions, sliced                                                                              

Handful coriander leaves, finely chopped  

Method         

First heat the oil in a wok or large frying 
pan and stir-fry the prawns for 3-4 minutes 

until just pink. (If you are using ready-
cooked prawns, defrost if frozen and stir-
fry for just 1 minute).  

Then add the garlic and ginger, cook for 
1 minute more, then add the beaten egg 
and cook, stirring until lightly scrambled. 

Now add the cooked noodles (as per 
instructions on your pack), carrot, bean 
sprouts, sugar, fish sauce, lime zest and 
juice and then cook for 1-2 minutes until 
piping hot. 

Sprinkle with the peanuts, chilli, spring 
onions and fresh coriander. 
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The Garden In January 
By Joyce Knapp  

In the month of January we may be 
ready for a distraction from all the 
festivities of the Christmas period 
and this is where a garden or                 
allotment can prove very useful. We can 
take time to wander around our plot and 
take in the effect of any plants remaining 
above ground at this chilly time of year. 
These usually take the form of evergreens, 
be they shrubs such as Box, or perennials 
such as Bergenia (Elephant's Ear). We may 
also have one or two conifers, which                  
although they all go under the same name 
can provide a very wide range of shapes, 
textures and shades of green. I have                  
collected several over the years and I find 
that by buying the relatively slow-growing 
'dwarf' varieties I can use them, initially, as 
a focal point of a container display for a few                
seasons, before planting them out into a 
bed or border to grow to maturity. By only 
getting the smallest varieties in the first 
place, I am ensuring they rarely outgrow 
my relatively small garden and continue to 
stay in proportion with all the other                
surrounding plants. It is worth noting that 
if we buy conifers at this time of year, when 
they look their best, we can leave them in 
their pots until spring when we can plant 
them either in containers or straight into 
the ground. Also, if we are planting them in 
containers, it is best to use ericaceous              
compost, as this will provide the correct 
level of acidity for their needs. We can 
make further use of conifers by removing 
just one or two lower shoots of an                   
established plant to use in the construction 
of a Christmas Wreath. I have a golden 
variety that contrasts extremely well 
amongst the more usual darker greens 
when used in this way. Still on the theme of 
plants for 'winter-interest', it is worth 
searching out plants that are multi-purpose 
e.g. Mahonia. This evergreen shrub not 
only has a very striking architectural form, 
with its intricate, spiky, dark green leaves, 

but it also produces clusters of              
yellow flowers that will brighten 
up any garden throughout the 
winter. During the summer 
months it produces small, grape-
like fruits that are very popular 
with our local bird population 

and I have even seen birds nesting in its 
branches in a friend's garden. Even when 
the weather is too inclement to work                 
outdoors we can still take inspiration from 
searching out new plants that may enhance 
our gardens in future years. One other job 
we can tackle indoors in January is to make 
plans for any fruit or vegetable growing we 
may wish to undertake in the coming                
season, searching seed catalogues for ideas 
and possible new varieties and planning 
where and how to grow 
them. 
 

Nature Notes 
By David Fisher 

By now the leaves have               
fallen from most trees. Both 
the November moth and the December 
moth are around at present, along with the 
occasional carpet moth.  Starlings are the 
most popular birds to be seen on the bird 
feeder. There are Red Grouse on the moor 
near the Big Stone. On Newby Moor I saw 
five deer making their way to Ingleton. 

Going up the river from Bentham Bridge 
I kept an eye out on the river banks for 
salmon which had died after spawning but 
didn’t find any. 
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Low Bentham 
By Pam Warbrick 

The speaker at our November meet-
ing was Janet Favret, who presented 
‘The History of Papermaking’.               
It was an excellent evening. Not 
only did we listen to the history of the            
making of paper but we also watched Janet 
make it and, best of all, had the opportunity 
to make our own samples.   

She explained that plant 
fibres (mixed with caustic 
soda to soften them) were 
required to give the paper its 
strength. Janet uses natural dyes                 
together with a variety of plant materials 
and shredded cotton to make the paper 
base.  Plant materials range from thistle-
down and sphagnum moss to rhubarb and 
corn husks, each of these bringing                   
particular qualities of colour, texture,             
transparency and gloss to the final product. 
Individual flower heads and leaves can be 
incorporated to give a final embellishment. 

Janet brought lots of examples of her 
work in the form of objects made from           
paper: earrings, mobiles, tea-light holders, 
pictures and lampshades – all wonderful 
gifts which were available for purchase 
afterwards. 

This year the group carol service on 3rd 
December  was hosted by Giggleswick          
Institute at St Alkelda’s Church. Between 
carols each institute presented an item of 
music, poetry or prose on the theme of             
Advent.  Liz Lochhead’s poem ‘How I’m 

going to decorate my Christmas 
tree’ was presented as our                      
contribution by Jaquie van Ryssel.  
Jaquie read it in a way which 
brought out the poignancy of the 
memories associated with each            
peculiar ‘decoration’  and also mo-

ments of humour, the full gamut of human                     
emotions, hopes and fears. It was extremely 
well put across, each word given its full 
importance. 

At the end of the service we were free to 
socialise with other groups’ members and 
to enjoy the hot drinks and mince pies             
provided by our Giggleswick hosts. The 
retiring collection of £148.00 is to be               
forwarded to the Settle Swimming Pool 
Appeal Fund. 

Tatham Fells 
By Mary Taylor  

Margaret McIntosh, President, welcomed 
members and guest speaker Mick Gradwell 
to the meeting held in the Old School on 
14th November. Mike, the former Detective 
Superintendant of Lancashire Police, said 
that this was the last time he would speak 
on the Morecambe Bay Tragedy where 23 
Chinese cockle pickers were drowned on 
5th February 2004. As Senior Investigating 
Officer in charge of 200 police and other 
organisations, he had spent two years 
working on the tragedy.              
Because of disease cockles 
in Europe were not                
available, so cockles in this 
country became expensive. 
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Chinese gangs of Triads and Snakeheads 
took advantage of this by illegally                   
importing Chinese workers to harvest the 
cockles. On the night of the tragedy the 
workers were late arriving and were over-
taken by the tide. 15 of the cockle pickers 
survived and 22 bodies have now been             
recovered, one is still missing in the bay. 
The police had difficulty in identifying the 
deceased, but all were identified with the 
aid of DNA and their bodies returned to 
their home province in China. The leader of 
the gang, Lin Liang Ren, was found guilty 
of manslaughter. Mike put some humour 
into his talk, but he also played tapes of                  
interviews, the emergency call and the               
harrowing sound of the last words of a man 
who couldn’t speak English, repeating over 
and over “deep water”. The memorial of the 
tragedy, a praying shell, can be seen near 
Red Bank Farm, Morecambe Bay. Ruth 
Holden thanked the speaker who judged 
the competition for a shell; winners were 
Kath Coats, Carole Thurnham and Andrea 
Lishman. The President announced that £40 
had been sent to ACWW and told of future 
events. Reports were given on an excellent 
outing to the Dukes Theatre in Lancaster to 
see Not About Heroes, and a most                    
enjoyable walk near Wray. The evening 
concluded with refreshments served by 
Isabel Hilton and Ruth Holden. 

High Bentham 
By Wendy Dowbiggin 
The December meeting was 
the WI’s Christmas dinner 
which was held at the 
Horse & Farrier Inn. 23 ladies had an                
excellent meal and a surprise visit from Santa 
who presented them each with a Christmas 
gift (each lady bringing a gift for his sack!). 

On the night there was a collection of 
food and toiletries etc. for the Homeless 
Centre in Lancaster—this was well                    
supported by all the ladies. 

On behalf of the WI, President Barbara               
Shuttleworth thanked Sue and her team for 
wonderful food and a great night. 
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Successful Christmas In The Mart  
By Andrea Dennis (Photos by Jon Brook) 

This year Bentham Auction Mart hosted their second                 
Christmas in the Mart. This was held on Friday 24th and            
Saturday 25th November and featured 26 super talented 
Crafts Makers, Bakers and Artists showcasing their beautiful 
hand crafted items and tasty local food to sample and                
purchase. There was also live music from John Soderberg,       
an up and coming young musician, who had the crowds              
singing along. Running throughout the event was an                    
Interactive Advent Calendar, created by Churches Together 
in Bentham, which was a lot of fun and thoroughly enjoyed 
by children and families. Hot food and drinks kept the 
crowds full and warm, with mulled 
wine and mince pies being served 
throughout by Bentham Auction 
Mart, Farming Crisis Network and 
Bentham Show. The sale of these                         
refreshments raised money for 
charity, as did Dig Deep who sold 
Christmas trees here for the first 
time. Once again the stallholders 
created two lovely hampers that 
will be given to local families in 
need this Christmas. 

All who attended 
had a great time, so 
thank you once 
again to all our won-
derful stallholders 
and to all of you who 
paid us a visit. 
Watch this space for 
our return next year! 
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Celebrating Co-op Local Causes 
By Angela Clarke 

Thank you to the Co-op customers who swiped their membership cards and donated 10%
to our local causes. A total of £5,427.54 was raised for Friends of Bentham School 
(£1,897.90), Pioneer Projects (£1,827.83) and Burton Regeneration Group (£1,701.81).  The 
next local causes to benefit will be Bentham & District Pet Rescue, Goodenber Play Area 
Association and Victoria Institute.   Causes.coop.co.uk  for more information. 

Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
 

Photo shows, left to right, Donna Townley with daughter Lucy (FoBS), Angela Clarke of the               
Co-op, Jak Hill (Pioneer Projects), Ian Thompson (Burton Regeneration), Rosie Johnson (Pioneer 
Projects), Tom, George and Alex with Jessica Marsh (FoBS). 

Bentham News NEW Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £18 local—£25 non local One eighth page colour £23 local—£30 non local 

One quarter page £35 local—£48 non local One quarter page colour £46 local—£56 non local 

One half page £80 local—£105 non local One half page colour £105 local—£125 non local 

Flyers  £150 commercial   Flyers £75 charity          

People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   
 

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 
 

Send to ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk (or call 015242 61515) 
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Adrian Horn – Writer 
By Howard Matthew 

World War I has led to wealth of writing across the years,                   
including many novels. This is particularly true at present with 
the centenary of the Great War currently in the spotlight. So it was 
a pleasant surprise to find that there is a writer, Adrian Horn,            
living in the heart of Bentham, whose first novel is set in this            
period. Adrian has a solid academic background including:           
a PhD in Cultural Research, a BA (Hons) in Design History and an 
MA in Creative Writing. He is also an Open University                
Lecturer. But don’t be fooled, he’s not a dusty old academic.              
He’s also a recognised specialist in the Juke Box. Some of his             
other interests include: Industrial Art Deco, Youth Culture,               
Subculture, Rock ‘n’ Roll, Style, Cultural Theory, Spiritualism and Football. 

To start with I had two questions for Adrian.  Firstly what brought him to Bentham, 
and secondly why did he decide to write a novel set in World War I? 

Adrian initially moved up from London to Southport to attend University, but in his 
own words he found it “too flat”. He had visited Bentham a number of times and as he 
got to like the place he decided to move here, where he claims; “The hills and streams 
drive my imagination,” and he has been here ever since. 

 “My inspiration to write a novel,” he says, “came when I was looking through some 
family papers after my parents had died. My grandfather who fought in the Great War 
was the son of Swedish immigrants and that began my interest.” Whilst he was doing his 
research, Adrian came up with an amazing fact – that there were half a million Morphine 
addicts as a result of the conflict. He discovered that anyone who was injured would be 
given Morphine, but when they were discharged there would be no support for their             
addiction. The consequences were a drugs black market, poverty, crime and violence. 
Adrian also realised that as his book would be sold on the internet it would be crucial that 
the cover was attractive and for that he would need the co-operation of a cover designer.    

In the end he didn’t have to look 
very far as Bentham is the home of 
Charlotte Mouncey, a professional 
book cover designer, who agreed to 
take on the task. So the result is a 
truly Bentham based book.  

    So what’s the book about? Adrian 
explains: “It isn’t really a war story; 
it’s a story of love and addiction 
that explores each character and the 
way they cope with extraordinary 
circumstances. It brings to life in 
earthy detail the under-reported 
darker side of wartime London and 

captures the moods of desperation and hope. My intention is always to bring to life past 
events and to give a voice to those who are no longer in a position to speak for                       
themselves.” 

“Anaesthesia: a story of love, war and addiction” is available on line from Amazon or 
Kindle and you’d better get reading quick as I have it on good authority that he is already 
working on a follow-up! You can read more about Adrian online at adrianhornwriter.com 



  17  

 

Introduction Of The Angus Fire Apprenticeship 
Scheme 
By Liz Cox 

In January 2018 Angus Fire is launching an Apprenticeship Scheme in conjunction with 
Kendal College, offering a fantastic opportunity for anyone interested in a career in            
engineering. The wide range of processes and equipment at Angus will ensure that the 
apprentices will enjoy a varied and interesting apprenticeship with support from a highly 
engineering team.  

Angus Fire is a global leader in firefighting technology and maintains its position at the 
forefront of this technology through continuous investment in research and development.  
Its unique combination of technical expertise in rubber and textile technology (fire hose), 
speciality chemicals (foam concentrates) and engineering design (firefighting equipment) 
has enabled it to achieve numerous technological ‘firsts’. 

The company has 2 vacancies for apprentices, who will be fully trained in a range of 
engineering skills and gain nationally recognized qualification. Once they have                    
completed their course they will also have the chance to obtain Engineering Technician 
Status with the world-renowned Institute of Mechanical Engineers. 
 

The 2 apprenticeships are: 
 

Textile Apprenticeship:  Level 2 – Intermediate Apprenticeship in Engineering (12 

months/18 months).  Day Release.  Please use the following link to see the role detail: 

Recruit an Apprentice (gov.uk) website 

Kendal College website 
 

Maintenance Apprenticeship:  Level 3 – Advanced Apprenticeship in Mechanical 

and Electrical Engineering (3 years).  Day Release.  Please use the following link to see the 

role detail: 

Recruit an Apprentice (gov.uk) website 

Kendal College website 

and also use the link below to review Kendal College’s information: 

http://www.kendal.ac.uk/departments/engineering-and-motor-vehicle-engineering 
 

Applications for both of the above can be found by going to the above website and 
searching for the vacancies under the apprenticeship tab. 

The apprentices will attend a day release course at Kendal College at their Engineering 
site on the main campus. The Centre houses some of the world’s most hi-tech                       
engineering equipment, as well as having a new science laboratory and two open-plan 
engineering workshops.  Students have access to the most up to date, industry standard 
equipment and facilities available today. 

We will welcome applications from local candidates on the Kendal website from the 
11th January 2018 closing on the 22nd January 2018. Please be aware that the packages 
are statutory but the Company will tailor the offer as appropriate for each apprentice/role 
and there is a Maths and English minimum requirement.  

http://www.kendal.ac.uk/departments/engineering-and-motor-vehicle-engineering
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Lest We Forget -  
Richard Wilcock Carr 
Words by Allan Hartley 
Research by Marilyn Hartley 
 

As we enter the centenary year 
of the end of the war and the 
run-up to Armistice in                 
November 1918 there will be 
no let up for the men fighting 
on the Western Front as the 
German Spring offensive             
continues to rage and                   
Bentham’s men strive to do 
their bit, with another 13 men 
paying the price with their 
lives. We start 2018 by                    
remembering Richard Wilcock Carr. 

Richard was born in Bentham in 1899, 
the eldest of two sons of Thomas1 and 
Mary1 Carr, née Wilcock.  The family home 
was at Bank Head (Robin Lane), High             
Bentham. 

At the time of the 1911 census, Richard is 
11 and going to school at Bentham                    
Grammar. Later he attended Haversham 
Grammar School. After leaving school he 
worked in Manchester for chartered               
accountants Youatt and Co until he was 18, 
when, in September 1917, he received his 
call-up papers.   

Richard was enlisted as Private 45888 
into the Lancashire Fusiliers, 15th [Service] 
battalion 1st Salford, better known as the 
Salford Pals. 

After training, Richard found himself in 
France in March 1918 for the start of the 
German Spring Offensive, also known as St 
Michael’s Offensive and the Kaiserschlacht 
(Kaiser’s Battle). At the start of the battle 
the Germans achieved a great deal of               
success and, at a great cost to life, overran 
many of our own positions in the area 
around the French city of St Quentin. 
Buoyed by this success, the Germans               
progressed the battle to the northern sector 
of the Somme, heading for the French city 
of Arras with the ultimate strategic plan of 

getting behind the British lines and 
cutting off the British in a race to the 
sea. By May, the Lancashire Fusiliers 

would find themselves in the 
thick of the battle to the north 
of Arras and the ruined town 
of Bethune. 

     So what happened to            
Richard? At some stage              
during the battle Richard was 
killed.  We don’t know              
precisely where or how, but 
his body would have                  
remained on the battlefield, 
perhaps having a temporary 
shallow grave as the battle 
raged. Richard was eventual-
ly brought in and laid to rest 

at Cabaret Rouge Memorial Cemetery2 near 
Arras, grave ref V111 L14. 

 

Richard was killed on 21st May 1918 
during the German Spring Offensive and 
is the 42nd Bentham man to be killed.             
He was 18.  
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Richard is commemorated on the 
war memorial plaque on Station 
Road, High Bentham, and the 
memorial plaque at St John the 

Baptist Parish Church and also on the           
family grave at St Margaret’s churchyard 
and the family memorial at St John’s 
Church, Low Bentham. 

In June 1918 a memorial service was 
held for Richard and six other Bentham 
heroes, with the Rev G.H.C Bartley                   
officiating. He commented that Richard 
was a fine young man and expressed deep 
sympathy to his parents and God’s Blessing 
to the other son still at war.  

 
 

1   Thomas Senior of Bank Head was born in 
Botton near Wray and was a farmer by profes-
sion. He was a Governor at Bentham School and 
died in 1920 aged 64, no doubt suffering from 
grief from the death of his two sons. Mary was 
born in Bentham and we presume she helped out 
with running the home and farm. Despite the 
loss of her husband and two sons, she lived to 
the good age of 80 and died in 1936. 
The elder son, William, also fought in the war, 
enlisting in the Queens [Surrey] Regiment in 
November 1915. He was killed four days before 
the Armistice. Both parents are  buried in the 
family grave at St Margaret’s Church. You 
could say they were all true Benthamers. 

2 Cabaret Rouge is situated near the small 
town of Souchez. Prior to the war it was a red-
tiled, red brick roadside café and it was popular 
with our soldiers until it was destroyed by shell-
fire in 1915. The cemetery commenced in 1916 
and represents all nationalities of the British 
Commonwealth, having close connections with 
the Canadians, due to the proximity of Vimy 
Ridge. Today the cemetery has 7650 burials, 
over half of which remain un-identified.   
 

Advertise for an entire 

quarter in Bentham News 

for free inclusion on the              

website’s directory for the 

same quarter. 
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December’s Town Council 
By Shirley Brown 

The TC meeting on 4th December was 
attended by Cllrs Townson,  Handford,          
Taylor, Vendy, Swales, Adams (chair), 
Stannard, Bridgeman and Faraday,                   
District Cllr Thompson, County Cllr Ireton 
and 3 members of the public. Apologies 
were received from Cllrs Pritchard and           
Marshall. 

Rev Anne Russell addressed the meeting 
to discuss the future of the Youth Cafe, a 
valued and important service for our youth 
but one that needs some changes. The Cllrs 
are all very supportive of the work she and 
her helpers are doing and there is a general 
recognition that this is a rather challenging 
area to work in. 

No one from the police was present but 
PC Babs Parsons sent in a written report (see 
page 22). 

CCllr Ireton said that the planning               
application for Extra Care Housing in              
Bentham would probably go to the plan-
ning meetings in February or March, and 
that if they go smoothly it is hoped to start                 
building in the summer of 2018 for                 
completion in 2019. There are sure to be 
some objections, e.g. the TC say that the 
plan for 39 parking spaces is not enough for 
64 apartments and 8 bungalows. He praised 
the efforts of the Extra Care Housing Group 
who had so effectively provided proof             
of the need for such a facility in                          
Bentham and stressed that Bentham          
residents would take precedence when            
accommodation was being allocated,               
probably early in 2019. 

DCllr Thompson said that Craven were 
about to submit their Local Plan and that 
there was every hope that it would                 
be approved fairly speedily. He also                
encouraged any businesses, new or well 
established, to apply to the LEADER 
scheme for funding, confident that if they 
meet the criteria (check this out with him or 
on the website) they will get the funding. 
Cllr Handford mentioned fly-tipping round 

the recycling bins on Grasmere Drive car 
park, and DCllr Thompson agreed to follow 
this up, maybe making a case for CCTV to 
be installed. 

Cllrs have been trying for some time to 
consider the use of The Rose Garden in Low 
Bentham for car parking. But NYCC                
Highways has surveyed the space and say 
that only 8 parking spaces would be created 
and 6 on the road would be lost, a net gain 
of 2 parking spaces. This is not a practical 
solution to the parking problem in Low           
Bentham, so it was unanimously agreed to 
park the idea! 

On the night when flooding occurred 
around the area, sandbags were urgently 
requested by residents of Hillcroft. Cllr          
Adams provided them from the store               
and residents efficiently and effectively           
deployed over 150 sandbags. CDC is being 
asked to deal with the blocked drains and 
the outlet into the river that has been              
damaged. Cllr Stannard requested a                
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sandbag store in Low Bentham. There will 
be a meeting about a Community                   
Emergency Plan on Monday 22nd January at 
7.30pm in the Lower Town Hall. 

The muddy and poor surface of the path 
between Hillside Road and Ellergill is           
causing concern particularly as it is going 
to get more use in the near future. There 
were thoughts of tarmacking it and              
approaching Clifford Hall developments 
that own the land. 

Cllr Adams has recently met with Mrs 
Pearson, Headteacher at the Community 
Primary School. She raised 2 issues that she 
would like the TC’s support for, one is to 
have a pull-in area at the front of the 
school, and the other is to widen the           
pavements outside Bentham Hall on the 
walking route that the children take from 
school to the town’s library. The TC was 
sympathetic to both requests. 

Cllr Faraday supported by Debs will 
coordinate commemorative events for the 
centenary of the end of WWI. At 7pm a 
beacon will be lit and at 7.05pm St John’s 
bell ringers will join ‘Ringing Out For 
Peace’. Local individuals and organisations 
will be contacted and asked to produce 
knitted or crocheted poppies for an art           
installation by the war memorial, and this 
will also be advertised in BN. David and 
Judith Johnson are helping to stage an           
exhibition at St John’s and/or the Town 
Hall, there will be a service at School Hill 
on 11th November and there was also             
interest in having a community lunch in the 
Town Hall. 

Our streetlights are being changed to 
LED lighting, which NYCC consider to be 
more cost-effective. 

The Wheels2Work Coordinator has 
written to say that there have been no             
applications received from Craven                  
residents for 50cc and 125cc scooters               
available on the Wheels2Work scheme.           
The TC agreed that this should be                
publicised in BN (see page 7). 

 

Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 
Mob: 07768 571407 

 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 
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Police News 
Hello again from PC 830 Babs Parsons, your                      
Neighbourhood Officer covering the Bentham and Ingleton area. 
This is my latest report to keep you updated on recent crimes 
and incidents in Bentham and the surrounding area.                  
Unfortunately November was a busy month. 
 

Recent Crimes in Bentham: Overnight 06/11/17 - 07/11/17 two business premises at Low 
Mill, Low Bentham were broken into by forcing the doors. It was a high value burglary 
and £12,000 - £18,000 worth of alcohol (wine/Prosecco), 2 mountain bikes total value £1,800 
and a cash box containing over £200 were stolen as well as other items.  On 08/11/17 there 
was a report of a domestic assault in High Bentham and an adult male was arrested. On 
09/11/17 there was a report of harassment and an adult female has been interviewed and is 
under investigation. Overnight 20/11/17 - 21/11/17 a Honda quad bike was stolen from a 
farm on Mewith Lane, Bentham. Offenders cut a chain and padlock to get access to the 
vehicle. At approximately 20:45hrs on 25/11/17 the window of a restaurant on Main Street, 
High Bentham was smashed with a chair. A male has been dealt with by a CRD 
(Community Resolution Disposal) and is paying to repair the damage. Overnight 28/11/17 
– 29/11/17 a Mitsubishi Shogun was stolen from a property on Mewith Lane, Bentham.          
On 28/11/17 there was report of a Common Assault in Low Bentham and a female youth is 
under investigation. 
 

And Elsewhere in the Area:  Overnight 13/11/17 – 14/11/17 a number plate was stolen 
from a vehicle on Bentham Road, Ingleton. Overnight 15/11/17-16/11/17 two holiday 
cottages on New Road, Ingleton were broken into but nothing was stolen. 
 

Fatal Traffic Accident – Appeal For Witnesses: 
We are appealing for witnesses following a fatal road traffic collision on the A65 near 
Austwick, which took place at approximately 10:45 on Saturday 18th November. A silver 
Nissan Micra hatchback travelling from Settle towards Ingleton left the road and collided 
with a tree. There were 2 elderly female occupants from Morley in Leeds in the car. The 
front seat passenger received fatal injuries and was pronounced dead at the scene. The 
driver was taken by air ambulance to Preston hospital but sadly passed away later. If you 
saw the collision or saw the vehicle prior to the collision, please contact me. 
 

Thefts Of Land Rovers And Quad Bikes: There have been a number of such thefts in             
Craven recently, so owners please follow this advice: 
•Always leave your vehicle locked and alarmed if possible 
•Consider fitting an after-market approved immobiliser 
•Park in a locked garage or other secure area or in a well lit open space  
•Never leave the vehicle’s keys in the ignition, in the same outbuilding as the vehicle, or 
near your front door inside your home 
•Be vigilant when using your vehicle for anyone taking an interest in it 
•Consider fitting a transponder-based security marking system and tracker device 
•Have the vehicle’s windows etched with the vehicle identification number 
 

Drink And Drug Driving: We have a campaign, Operation Attention, over the New Year. 
We target drink and drug drivers all year round, however we know that over the festive 
period the number of people getting behind the wheel when they are over the limit            
increases and the consequences of drink or drug driving can be catastrophic for everyone 
involved. 

Contact Information: 
 

1 Ring 999 in emergency or to report a crime in progress 
2 Ring 101 to report incidents or provide information 

3 Ring Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111 if you want to remain anonymous 
4 E-mail barbara.parsons@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 

5 E-mail SNACraven@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk   
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Letters 
Dear Bentham News 
Frosty mornings, icy wind-
screens – I’ve noticed people leaving their 
cars ticking over to thaw the glass while 
they go inside to finish breakfast. Wrong! 
1  It’s very bad for a cold engine 
2  I could climb in and drive the car away 
3 It causes a lot of exhaust pollution for you 
(OK) and your neighbourhood (not OK) 
4 It’s much better and quicker to pour warm 
water over the screen. This de-ices the out-
side and de-mists the inside. All in a matter 
of seconds. Warm Water – Windscreen 
Wipers – and you’re aWay! 
Anthony Smith, Lakeber Drive 
 

Dear Bentham News 
It has now been almost a year since Little 
Stars closed its doors, and we would like to 
thank everyone who supported us over the 
time our group was running. When we          
finished we were left with a sum of money 
from fundraising, which we decided to 
share between groups that support                 
children in and around Bentham. Money 
you raised for Little Stars has helped              
Bentham Christmas Lights, Bentham             
Bonfire, Bentham Library, Sunbeams, 
SELFA, Stepping Stones, Families@4 and 
Goodenber Play Area, which I am sure you 
will all agree are very worthy causes.  
Thank you again for your support. 

Ruth is now running Stepping Stones, a 
baby & toddler singing group which is held 
at Bentham Town Hall every Wednesday 
during term time, 10-11am.  If you require 
any further information about the group 
please look up Stepping Stones Baby & 
Toddler Singing Group on Facebook. 

Ruth and Lauren Green 

People’s Page 
Charity Thanks 
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2017 
Thank you to all the kind people in High 
and Low Bentham, the shops and                 
businesses, churches and school who gave 
their time and money for the appeal. We 
raised £1,126.39 topping the £1,000 
mark for the first time. 2018 is a special 
year for the RBL as it marks the end of 
the first World War. It will also be my 
last year as Poppy Appeal Organiser. I am 
looking for someone to work with me in 
2018 with a view to taking over the            
position for 2019. Please contact me if 
you would like further information. It 
would be good to keep the sale of poppies 

going for the years to come in Bentham. 
Wendy Smith 015242 63156 
Bentham & District Pet Rescue would 
like to thank all who bought tickets for            
its Christmas Raffle. The 5 amazing           
hampers were won by Becky Bullock 
(Settle), Kay's Mum (Hellifield), J Lewis 
(Settle), Martin Elliott (Doncaster) and 
Jan Reid (Settle). The raffle raised over 
£350. Sue Arnott 
Our Mencap coffee morning in August 
was a busy and successful one, raising a 
total of £450. Belated thanks to all 
helpers and coffee drinkers. On 23rd 
September the group travelled by bus to 
Hawes where we looked around the Dales 
and Countryside Museum. We treated                
ourselves to lunch at the Wensleydale 
Creamery, where there was a cheese        
festival taking place. Most toured                
the factory to find out how our local 
cheese is made and then sampled some 
amazing cheeses in the shop. Yum! We 
have plans for another trip in             
February. 

 If you want to know more about            
Bentham Ingleton and Burton Mencap, 
contact us either by email at                       
bibmencap@gmail.com or telephone 
015242 42108. Sue Pilkington 
Bentham Praise Christmas Charity             
Concert: The concert raised a total of 
£640 which has been divided equally          
between Lancaster Homeless and                 
St John’s Hospice. Many thanks to              
everyone who supported the event. 

Personal Thanks 
Lister.  Hilda and family would like to 
thank relatives, friends and neighbours for 
cards and donations after the sad and            
sudden loss of Jennifer. Thanks to the Rev. 
Anne Russell for the lovely service and 
thanks to Jimmy and staff at B & W               
Funerals for all their help and support. 
Retirement of David Alder:  
A collection box for cards, messages or 
donations for David in appreciation of his 
25 years' service to Bentham Post Office is 
available in Emma's Hair & Beauty, 36 
Main Street, LA2 7HN. 
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Events in January 
Town Hall Codes: TB Ballroom LH Lower 
Hall WR Wenningdale Room  Others:  
PP Pioneer Projects LW Looking Well 
 

Tues 2nd Town Hall, 6.30-9pm, Slimming 
 World. And 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th LH  
Wed 3rd  PP, Looking Well, 8-9.30pm, 
 Singing for all. Tel. David Burbidge 
 01539 621166 for details.  
 And 17th, 31st.  
 Town Hall, Council Meeting  
 7pm for 7.30pm, LH. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11.30am,  
 Coffee Morning. Donations to local 
 Charities. And every Wednesday. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon. Post 
 Office Services. And every Wed. 
Thurs 4th  Town Hall,  7-10pm, High 
 Bentham WI. LH. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm
 Welcome-In. Dominoes and tea for 
 all ages, for transport contact 
 Anthony on 63156.  And 18th. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Bat ’N’ 
 Chat. And every Thurs.  
Fri 5th  Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Fri. 
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Quiz with Peter Marshall. 
Sat 6th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Melling  St 
 Wilfred’s Coffee Morning.  TB. 
 PP, Looking Well,  Panto prop 
 making workshops 
Sun 7th Town Hall, 1-5pm, Panto TB. 
Mon 8th PP, Health Walks for Women, 
 meet 9.20am at Lairgill Car Park.  
 And 15th, 22nd & 29th. 
 PP, Looking Well, Monthly Carers 
 group with Making Art for those 
 with memory loss  both 10.15am- 
 12.15pm, ring 62672 for details. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Office Open. And every Mon. not 
 bank holidays. 
 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Mon. Not bank hols. 
 4-6pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance. And every Mon in term time. 
 6.15-7.45pm, Tai Chi. And every 
 Mon in term time. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11.30am, 
 Toddle In for children aged 1-4 and 
 Parents/carers. And every Mon. 
 Town Hall, 1-4pm, Indoor Bowls, TB. 
 And every Mon. 
 1-3pm, N Y Horizons. WR.  
 And every Mon.    

 7.30pm, Finance meeting. 
Tues 9th PP, Looking Well, 10.30am, 
 Looking Well Tuesday Café and Art 
 Activities. Community Lunch at 
 1pm with Soup. And every Tues. 
 Creative Writing Group in the library, 
 11.30-1pm.  And every Tues. 
 Bentham Community Library, 
 2pm, Book Group.  
 Methodist Church, 2.15pm,  
 Bright  Hour. Olive Calverley  
 ‘New Beginnings’. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Office 
 Open. And every Tues. 
 3.45-9pm, Helen Howard School of  
 Dance.  And every Tues term time. 
 Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Craft Club.  
 And every Tues. WR. 
 9-10am Mature Movers LH. And 
 every Tues. 
 10.15-11.45am, Contemporary Ballet 
 LH. And every Tues. 
 7-8pm, Aerobics. And every Tues..TB. 
Wed 10th Town Hall, 10-11am,  
 Pre-schoolers. And every Wed.  LH. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon. Post 
 Office Services. And every Wed. 
 11.30am-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Wed. 
 3.45-8.30pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance. And every Wed. in term time. 
 PP, Looking Well, PP, Looking Well, 
 2-4pm, Art for All Art Group. And  
 every Wed. 
 Ingleton Community Centre, 10am -
 12noon.  CAB. Second and 4th Wed  
Thurs 11th Town Hall, 9.30-10.30am, 
 Pilates.  And every Thurs.  LH  
 PP, Looking Well, 1-4pm Art Shed. 
 Community Art. And every Thurs. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm, 
 Knit and Natter.  Knitting group for 
 any ability, help available.  And 25th. 
 Victoria Inst., 4-8pm, Helen Howard 
 School of  Dance.  And 18th & 25th. 
Fri 12th PP, Looking Well, 10.30am-1pm, Art 
 Skills Development for details  
 tel 62672. And 19th & 26th. 
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern.  Exercise with Sally. 
 BENTHAM NEWS DEADLINE 
Sat 13th Footpath, 3 Peaks, Pennine & Ribble 
 5/8 miles, Graham & Vicky Cooper, 
 62535. See page 32.  
 PP, Looking Well,  Panto prop 
 making workshops 
 Town Hall, 10am-12noon, High 
 Bentham School Coffee Morning. TB. 
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 Vic Inst., 10am-12noon, Book Swap. 
 And every 2nd Sat.  
Sun 14th Town Hall, 1-5pm, Panto TB. 
Mon 15th PP, Looking Well, Making Art. 
 For those with Memory Loss and 
 their carers, 10.15am-12.15pm. Tel 
 62672 for details. And 22nd & 29th. 
 Town Hall, 7pm, Precept Meeting LH 
Thurs 18th, Footpath, Garstang by 
 Waterways, 8.5 miles, David & Sheila 
 Longton, 61838  See page 32. 
 Town Hall, 7.30-9.30pm LASRUG WR 
 Bentham Primary School, 7pm, 
 Low Bentham WI. 
Fri 19th, Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Avalon Talk—Diane 
 Armstrong. 
Sat 20th Town Hall, 10am-12noon,  NISCU 
 Coffee Morning TB. 
 PP, Looking Well,  Panto prop 
 making workshops 
Sun 21st Town Hall, 1-5pm, Panto. 
Mon 22nd Town Hall, 730pm, Community 
 Emergency Plan meeting, LH. 
Tues 23rd, Footpath, Wennington to 
 Bentham , 5 miles, 9.15am (bus 
 stop School Hill), Sue Badley 62502  
 See page 32. 
Wed 24th Ingleton Community Centre, 10am 
 -12noon.  CAB. Second and 4th Wed  
 PP, Looking Well,  7.30-9.30pm, 
 Green Café, Slowing the Flow: New 
 Ways to Prevent Disastrous Flooding 
 See page 38. 
Fri 26th Town Hall, 8pm, Film Group pg 26.  
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern  Yorkshire Farming—John 
 Dawson. 
Sat 27th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Friends 
 of Bentham Station Coffee Morning TB 
 5.30-10.30pm,Tatham Fells School T  
 PP, Looking Well,  Panto prop 
 making workshops 
 Methodist Church, 7.30pm, Saturday 
 Night Live with music and message 
 by the Ayrton Family. 
Sun 28th Footpath, Cold Cotes, 7 miles, 
 Robert Baines, 41452. See page 32. 
 Town Hall, 1-5pm, Panto TB. 
 
Wed 31st **BN PUBLISHED**see p.37  
 
Fri 2nd Feb Town Hall, 7.30pm, Bentham 
 Show Annual Quiz. Val Lawson 61606 
 or John Whitfield 07540181524 
 
 
 
  

News From  
Our Neighbours 

Settle Photographic Group  
Monday 15th January 2018 7.30pm Townhead 
Court, Settle. How to Judge a Picture (Part 1) 
Assessing the merits or otherwise of pictures 
rather than just saying, ‘I like/don’t like that 
picture’ is one of the hardest things to do in 
photography, especially when it comes to your 
own pictures. Rod Smith will lead this session, 
aimed at helping members to improve their skills 
in this area. 
Gallery of members’ images: Angles 
Friday 19 January 2018 10.00 Clapham 
Visit to Clapham Village 
Will it be a winter wonderland? Only one way to 
find out. 
For further details www.settlephotos.org 
 

Kirkby Lonsdale Singers invite you to join them 
for the spring term on January 11th at 7.30pm in 
Kirkby Lonsdale. Please see our website 
at www.kirkbylonsdalesingers.com for the venue 
on the night (it's normally at QES). No need to be 
able to read music, just enjoy singing. The theme 
will be ‘James Bond’.  Any queries contact Jo 
Whittaker 015242 41964 . 
 

Want To Learn To Tap Dance? 
Why not come along to the Ingleton Community 
Centre on Monday evenings 5-6pm.  Learn a new 
skill and have lots of fun. Only £2.50 a session.  
Want to know more ring Liz Culshaw on 015242 
41647. Many thanks. Meda Hilton. 
 

Hornby Village Institute  
If you are interested in singing and would like to 
join us then come along to the Hornby Singers on 
any Tuesday evening from 7-9pm. Please note that 
due to building works at the Institute our first 
meeting after Christmas will be 16th January 2018.   
 

Flower Club 
Our flower arranging demonstrator on Thursday 
18th January is Anne Morgan an NAFAS area 
demonstrator who is local to the area and is very 
involved with the Morecambe Flower Club. The 
title of her design is 'Somewhere'. February is a 
very busy month for florists so we are very 
grateful to Pamela, the owner and florist from  
Flowerfields in Bentham, who has agreed to be 
our demonstrator on the 15th February: Her title 
is ‘A winter’s tale’. 

The Flower Club meets on the 3rd Thursday of 
the month (unless indicated otherwise in the 
programme),  at 7.30pm in the Institute. 

  

Creative Writing and Family History courses  
If you are interested in either (or both) of these 
courses, please register with the Institute on 
015242 22227.  The courses are free of charge.   
 

http://www.kirkbylonsdalesingers.com/
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F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 
01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

 

MARK WATSON 
HOME & GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 
 

 
Gardening 

and landscaping services,  
mowing, strimming. Hedge cutting, fencing, 

paving, turfing and power washing.  
Loft insulating and pointing. 

 

07759680938   07759680943 
015242 62038 

 Settle Chimney  
Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  
Sweeping Service. 

Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls, Carbon  
Monoxide Detectors Supplied & Fitted. 
National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683  
Mob. 07815 285321  

MEL BOOTH 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

07825749631 
 

GENERAL HANDYMAN,  
GARDEN MAINTENANCE,   

GREAT RATES. 

Bentham Film Group 
By Stella Hall 
 On Friday 26th January 2018 the 1987 British cult comedy film 'Withnail and 
I' (Cert 15) will be shown in High Bentham Town Hall by Bentham Film 
Group . 

The plot follows two unemployed young actors (Richard E. Grant and Paul McGann) 
living in their squalid Camden flat in late 1960s London. Feeling in need of a holiday, 
they drive their beat-up Jaguar to a cottage in the Lake District which is owned by gay 
uncle Monty (Richard Griffiths). 

Their holiday proves less recuperative than they expected and with both tragic and 
comic elements, this film is also notable for its period music. 

As usual, the film starts at 8pm and tickets cost £5 on the door. There will be a raffle 
and refreshments in the interval. 
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Feeling The Post-
Christmas Pinch? 
Help may be closer than you 
think…. 
By Mary Hartley 

Austerity is a word well used by                     
politicians, but do they really know how it 
affects the daily life of so many people in 
the UK? Living in a pretty rural area 
doesn’t necessarily mean that people can 
escape the effects of low income, unpaid 
benefits, or the inability to work, as many 
Bentham people well know. But if you are 
among those who can’t see a way through 
their present difficulties, if Christmas has 
left you struggling to keep your head 
above water, there are organisations that 
can help you. 

If your problem is feeding the family, 
there is no shame in seeking help from a 
Food Bank.  An increasing number of            
people throughout Britain are finding 
themselves in a position of needing help 
with providing for their family. Our                
nearest Food Banks are in Morecambe and 
Skipton, and both welcome referrals from 
Bentham. I have been in contact with both 
organisations and have been truly                    
astounded by their commitment to helping 
people. 

It may be that you are struggling                
financially and you are in debt to such a 
degree you don’t know which way to turn. 
There is an organisation called CAP 
(Christians Against Poverty, which is based 

in Skipton) who will look at your debts 
with you and explore practical ways to 
help you get back on track. If necessary, 
they can negotiate on your behalf with the 
people you owe money to. Do not be put 
off by the title CAP. The workers who will 
work with you and negotiate with your 
debtors are trained and supervised. A 
worker may be a Christian, but their aim is 
not to preach in any way, they are there to 
help you. 

A further problem for Bentham is the 
poor public transport, but do not be put off 
by this.  CAP will visit you, and if you have 
no transport there are ways of getting food 
to you. 

If you would like further information 
you can contact me, in the strictest                   
confidence, on 015242-62373.  I can help 
you to take the important first steps                 
towards a more financially secure 2018. 
P.S.  If you do not need help but would like to 
contribute to the work of the food banks, please 
phone me and I will give you any information 
you may need. 
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All joinery work  

Undertaken 
 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 
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Bentham Community 
Primary School 
By Mrs Claire Pearson, Headteacher  
May we take this opportunity to wish               
everyone a very Happy New Year.  January 
2018 sees not only the start of a new year, 
but also the start of the new Spring Term,          
a term which brings with it lots of                   
opportunities for children, parents, carers 
and families of children based in and 
around the community of Bentham. 

As a school, we are absolutely delighted 
to be in a position to confirm that we will be 
offering the relatively new 30 hour childcare 
provision for children of Nursery age as 
from January 2018, and, in addition, we will 
be increasing enrolment opportunities for 
pre-school children, providing intakes at the 
commencement of each term.  By way of 
information, if you have a pre-school child 
who was born between 1st September 2014 
and 31st December 2014, then they are            
eligible to start at our wonderful Nursery 
during January 2018.  For children born 
between 1st January 2015 and 31st March 
2015 we will be able to offer places, subject 
to availability, as from April 2018.  For more 
information, or to place your child’s details 
on the school’s admissions list, please           
contact the School Office on 015242 61412. 

We still have a vacancy for a co-opted 
Governor at the school.  If you think that 
you would like to commit to this rewarding 
and demanding role then please, again, 
contact the School Office.  Successful               
applicants will be subject to an enhanced 
DBS check. 

2018 will see our Key Stage 2 children 
taking part in residential visits.  Years 3 and 
4 have been given the opportunity to take 
part in a residential visit to Nell Bank, 
whilst children in year 5 are, once again, 
visiting Bewerley Park, where they will take 
part in lots of exciting and educational            
activities for the duration of their visit.  
Children in Year 6 will be experiencing the 
joys of our local coastline and taking part in 
various activities during their residential 
stay at Whitby. 

Following on from the successes of the 
previous year, including the fabulous 
Christmas Market, the Friends of Bentham 
School are busy organising and planning 
yet more fundraising events and                      
opportunities. Thank you to all those              

individuals who recently supported the 
school with the Co-op’s Community                   
Funding scheme. We managed to secure 
over £1,800 of funding – this is an amazing 
achievement.  Thank you also to Bentham 
Town Council, who kindly agreed to donate 
all proceeds from the sale of the Bentham 
and Beyond calendar to the school.                  
Members of the community can further help 
support the school with fundraising efforts 
by visiting www.easyfundraising.org.uk 
when making any purchases on-line.              
Commission from many High Street stores 
and online sites can be secured for the 
school by simply visiting this link when 
making a purchase.  Finally, the Friends of 
Bentham School will be holding a coffee 
morning on Saturday 13th January 2018 in 
the Town Hall from 10am until 12 midday.  
There will be a jumble, raffle, tombola, cake 
store and much more – please come along 
and help support your local school. 

As Spring (hopefully) arrives, we are 
getting very excited to see what our new 
outdoor ‘Forest School’ provision will bring 
to children’s educational experience over 
the coming months.  Already, children have 
thoroughly enjoyed learning how to cook 
outdoors, paint with plant brushes, create 
bug hotels and much, much more!  

The school continues to support children 
with sporting activities.  This year children 
from Class 4 will be given the opportunity 
to take part in weekly swimming lessons at 
Settle Pool.  There will also be many cluster 
sporting events for children to take part in 
including, basketball, netball, TAG rugby, 
cricket and much more…. 

For more information about the school, 
or to discuss any aspect of the above, then 
please do not hesitate to contact either the 
School Office or me on 015242 61412. 
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Post Office Moves This Month  
By David Alder 
The timetable for the relocation of                     
Bentham’s post office from its present site to 
Flowerfields remains as outlined in recent 
editions of Bentham News. Following the 
New Year break, therefore, it will be              
business as usual at 28 Main Street - from 
Tuesday 2nd January until Saturday 27th 
January inclusive, everything will stay the 
same. The new post office will then open as 
planned at Flowerfields on Monday 29th 
January. Please watch out for more                 
information about a farewell activity on the 
afternoon of 27th and about the opening 
arrangements on the 29th. In the next issue 
we will expand on any changes in the               
provision of facilities following the move. In 
the meantime we wish Pamela and her team 
the best of fortune as they complete their 
preparations for the new office. 

Jack And The Beanstalk 
By Sue Halsall 
Greedy Giant taxes village! King won't pay 
his milk bill! King stops princess from             
dancing! Bad guy kidnaps Princess! Dairy-
man sells cow for a bag of beans! Can it all 
be true? 

Oh yes it is - and you can see for yourself 
if you come to see the panto from 14-17th 
February. Rehearsals are coming on and by 
the time you read this, we should have 
learned our lines, the scenery will be getting 
painted, the props and costumes being 
made and all the musical and technical stuff 
swinging into action. Tickets will go on sale 
at the beginning of February in Temptations 
– what a great Valentine’s gift for someone 
you love! 
Dark Days Ahead 
By Judith Johnson 
Would you like some company? Your             
Parish Church of St Johns has two clubs. On 
the second Thursday of each month we 
have a Lunch Club at 12.30 in local pubs. 
On the third Thursday of each month we 
have a Craft Club held in church 10am-
12noon. A varied programme of different 
crafts demonstrated and then an hour of 
‘hands on’. Previous meetings have                   
included card making, flower arranging and 
painting. Lifts can be arranged, (phone            
Judith 61905). Do come and join us. 
Next meetings Lunch Club 12.30 at the 
Horse and Farrier January 11th 
Craft Club (patchwork with Frances) 10am-
12noon St John’s Church January 18th. 
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Walks in January 
By Kate Rowe 

Happy New Year to everyone, and 
if you are reading this but are not a mem-
ber of our group, maybe you could make it 
your New Year's Resolution to join us? We 
go at a steady pace and there are walks of 
different lengths and in a variety of places. 
We usually leave Lairgill at 9.30am, alt-
hough for our walk on Tuesday 23rd we 
are meeting earlier to catch a bus. 

      Our first walk of 2018 on Saturday 13th 
is a choice of 5 or 8 miles with an optional 
pub lunch. We will be walking three long 
distance paths, but not the whole of them! 
Starting from Horton in Ribblesdale up the 
lower approaches of Pen-y-Ghent, as far as 
Hull Pot, we join the route of the Three 
Peaks for a short way. This first part is all 
slightly uphill, but not steep and on good 
tracks. Then it’s downhill all the way,               
joining the Pennine Way at Jackdaw Hill 
and back to Horton for lunch, 5 miles.           
As an option, for those interested, there is 
lunch available in the Crown, followed by 
three further miles. We will take the Ribble 
Way south along the river for about 1½ 
miles, cross over on a footbridge through 
fields to Brackenbottom and back to              
Horton down the other route used to             
approach Pen-y-Ghent. 

     On Thursday 18th we park in a layby 
on the Preston to Lancaster Road (A6), for 
Garstang by Waterways, an 8.5 mile walk. 
We then make our way to the Canal at 
Cabus Nook by way of Green Lane Track. 
The canal is followed to the aqueduct over 
the River Wyre. Walking up Main Street, 
where the market will be in                    
progress, we join the Wyre Way which we 
follow to Scorton. From there the return to 
the start is via a path over the river, past 
Weavers Farm and Caravan Site.                                                                                                                                                                                                        

      We meet at the bus stop at School Hill 
in High Bentham by 09.15 on Tuesday 
23rd, to catch the bus to Wennington             
(or join at a later stop if more convenient).  
Don't forget your bus passes. We'll walk 
back via Wennington Hall and Hill Top, 

then through Old Wennington and 
Goodenbergh. From Cross Lane in Low 
Bentham it's then over fields to reach Low 
Bentham Road and our return to High 
Bentham. Expect serious mud! 

       On Sunday 28th our 7 mile walk round 
Cold Cotes starts at Green Lane, crossing 
to Cold Cotes Waste, then Goat Gap, and 
Ryecroft Farm to Newby. Heading past 
Scale Mire we reach Cold Cotes and at 
Slatenber head up to Fell Lane and down 
Storrs to Fell End. We then take the road to 
Yarlsber, the footpath to Greenwood 
Leghe and return to the cars. 

       Advance notice of our first February 
walk on Saturday 3rd, 5.5 miles at Clougha 
Pike. We will start at Rigg Lane car park 
Quernmore. We firstly walk along a gravel 
track from the car park and walk on a 
sheepish, direct route up to the trig point. 
From the top we return via Conder Head 
to the head of Littledale. Skirting the top of 
Cragg Wood we then pick up a gravel 
track, go across Ottergear Bridge & return 
to the car park. 
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Teenage 
Book  
Review 
By Daisy Redfern 

Infernal Devices by 
Philip Reeve  

‘Infernal Devices’ is the 
third in the ‘Mortal            
Engines’ quartet, first 
published in 2005 and written by Philip 
Reeve. Like the others in the series, this is 
an adventure story, with many gripping 
themes. This book is set 15 years after the 
second, ‘Predator’s Gold’. Tom and Hester 
Natsworthy have settled down after the 
miraculous survival of their town,                  
Anchorage. Not only do they live calmer 
lives but they also have a 15 year old 
daughter. But their sleepy lifestyle, which 
Tom wished for, will soon start to become 
the perilous, exciting adventure it used to 
be. Along the way, relationships are 

fraught, trust is shot and adventure never 
ceases. Reeve uses the theme of past                  
frequently in this book and always surprises 
us. I was tense throughout this book and 
was thrilled to go on to the last book, ‘A 
Darkling Plain’. 

 

Audio Bentham News 

Do you have trouble reading the BN? 

We provide a FREE Audio CD service for 

those who have difficulty with the written 

word. Just call 015242 61515 or email 

ifo@thebenthamnews with your name and 

address. 
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Richard Simmonds - 
New Local Window 
Cleaner 

By Shirley Brown 

From 1st January 2018 there will be a new 
window cleaner in Bentham. Richard                   
Simmonds is taking over Lloyd Williamson’s 
‘Pure Clean Plus’ business as Lloyd is               
relocating to Ireland. Richard, originally 
from Essex, now lives in Bentham with his 
wife, Emma, and their 4 young children, Leo, 
Lily, Jenna and Daisy. He’s been with Country Harvest for 18 years, working his way up 
from shelf-stacker to Food Hall Manager. It was a happy, amazing place to work and has 
taught him a lot, but now he’s ready to take on the fresh challenge of developing his own 
family business, being his own boss and working outside. The day I interviewed Richard 
the Christmas lights were twinkling, it was minus 5 and freezing cold, but even that didn’t 
dent his enthusiasm.  

Richard is hoping to build on the reputation of being local, reliable and regular.                  
His business will cover Bentham, Kirkby Lonsdale, Settle and everything in between.           
For commercial customers he would clean windows inside and out, and for all customers 
would be prepared to take on other small jobs, such as greenhouses, conservatories,               
clearing gutters and power washing.  

So exciting times and challenges ahead for this young businessman. We wish him well. 
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Bentham Teenager 
Wins Volunteering 
Award 
By Howard Matthew 
The winners of North Yorkshire County 
Council’s annual community awards                
were announced on Friday 3rd November.            
Amongst the winners was  Bentham                 
teenager, Catherine Sawyer. 

Catherine   had  received the Young           
People Volunteering Award for her                
contribution to the “Tom Twistleton 100” 
Project.  For those who have not heard of 
Tom Twistleton he was a poet and                  
temperance campaigner who wrote poetry 
in the local Craven dialect. Since it was a 
hundred years since his death, Settle Stories 
decided to celebrate Tom and his work -  
and this is where Catherine came in.  

Catherine has volunteered at Settle              
Stories for two years and her ideas formed 
part of a grant application to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund.  When the bid was successful 
Catherine became a key member of the         
project and contributor to the steering 
group planning the event. She had helped                   
research Tom’s work, and encouraged her 
school friends to take an interest in their 
local history. As part of the celebration of 
Tom’s life an exhibition was held in Settle 
including his poetry as well as  a Centenary 
Service at the Holy Ascension Church in 
Settle led by one of his relatives.  

All nominations are judged on how the    
individual, organisation or project has: 

• tackled issues that 
affect people living in 
North Yorkshire and 
made a difference to 
their community; 

• helped get people 
involved and inspired 
others; and 

• had lasting impact. 
Community projects 

and community groups 
are also judged on how 
they have made               
the most of funds                       
available. 

The citation for Catherine‘s award  
states: “She has communicated on  behalf         
of other young people and helped                
the project staff think about the                          
project from the perspective of                           
what will engage local teenagers’                      
enthusiasm.” 

Well done Catherine! 

Catherine Sawyer third from the left, front row 
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More 
Fly  
Tipping 
 

By Dave Hadwen, Low Bentham 

Found on the Low Bentham to Mewith 
Road which seems a popular spot. It is a 
fridge freezer and still full of food!! It has 
been reported to Craven Council. 

Fly tipping – Editors’ note: Fly tipping is              
illegally dumped rubbish, which can be anything 
from a single black bag to lorry loads and can 
result in fines of up to £50,000. If fly tipping is 
done from vehicles the person controlling the 
vehicle can be prosecuted, so identifying the  
vehicle rather than the driver is important. The 
police have powers to seize vehicles used for fly 
tipping. To report fly tipping either ring Craven 
District Council on 01756-700600, or fill in a 
form online at cravendc.gov.uk. 
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Longstaffe’s Educational 
Foundation Concert 2017 
By Clive Story - Chairman 

Longstaffe’s Educational Foundation held 
their fourth annual concert at Bentham Golf 
Club on the afternoon of Sunday 3rd                
December. ‘Duo Dekacord’, an innovative 
and hugely talented duo with Elias Sibley 
on the guitar and Florence Petit on the cello, 
delighted the audience. They played a             
variety of pieces including classics like Ave 
Maria, popular Spanish songs and jazz. It is 
little known that Elias is one of the youngest 
professional classic banjo performers in the 
world today, and towards the end of the 
concert he switched to this instrument. Then 
the musicians wowed the audience with 
some very lively presentations of Kansas 
Jig, Nola and Scott Joplin’s Maple Leaf Rag. 
All present greatly enjoyed the afternoon 
held in very comfortable surroundings with 
excellent views across the golf course to 
Ingleborough.  

Longstaffe’s Christmas concert is now 
part of the Bentham and District calendar 
and we all look forward to future events. 
The 2108 concert, starring the exciting               
singers, saxophonist and keyboard pair, 
Eterni Amici, will be held in late November 
or early December. The Foundation                    
supports the education of young people of 
High and Low Bentham and the trustees are 
grateful for the support of local people,            
Craven District Council and Bentham Golf 
Club for hosting the event. 

 

Bentham News Has A 
New Year Resolution!  
We hear from you, our readers, that you 
want to have your BN by the beginning of 
the month, so we are adjusting our               
publication dates to make this possible.            
As you will see, sometimes we will publish 
and distribute to our deliverers on a 
Wednesday and sometimes on a Friday. 
Please be patient, all our deliverers are           
volunteers. They will deliver your BN to 
your home as soon after the publication 
date as possible, depending on their other 
commitments. We would be grateful to hear 
from anyone who would like to act as a 
relief deliverer from time to time, and in 
particular anyone in Low Bentham who 
would like to do a round that has become 
available. It only takes about 20 minutes 
each month. The person who has done this 
round for many years is emigrating. 

(Editors’ note: the lengths some people will go to 
to avoid doing the work!)  

So here are next year’s publication dates: 

 

January BN Friday 29th December 

February BN Wednesday 31st January 

March BN Wednesday 28th February 

April BN Wednesday 28th March 

May BN Friday 27th April 

June BN Wednesday 30th May 

July BN Friday 29th June 

August BN Friday 27th July 

September BN Friday 31st August 

October BN Friday 28th September 

November BN Wednesday 31st October 

December BN Friday 30th November 

Jan 2019 BN Friday 28th December 
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Slowing The Flow 
By Annie Neligan 

It is fifty years since the Wray 
flood, when water poured off the 
sun-baked, hard earth above Roeburndale 
to wreak havoc in Wray and Hornby.              
And only two years since winter floods            
further downstream shut down much of 
Lancaster. Rain seems to be falling in                
extreme and intense storms more often, and 
it’s likely that things will get worse. 

When thinking about flood control,            
people tend to suggest dredging river             
channels across the flood plains so that the 
water can move off more quickly into the 
sea. But this faster movement creates its 
own problems and can only be part of the 
solution. 

Slowing the flow off the hills, where the 
problem starts, is now being seen as an                
important part of reducing flooding. At the 
Green Café in January, Rod Everett, from            
Middlewood in Roeburndale, will be                
talking about how river flows have altered, 
and how we can slow the run-off from the 
hills, giving the water more time to soak 
into the ground, so that less feeds into the 
river system, and less quickly. Large              
numbers of such small scale schemes,               
repeated all over large water catchment 
areas like the Forest of Bowland or the 
Cumbrian hills, could add together to make 
a big difference, and help to avert further 
disasters. Do come along to the Green Café, 
on Wednesday 24th January 7.30pm at                  
Looking Well. 

LOGS LOGS LOGS 
Kiln Dried Firewood 

Seasoned Logs, Bags or Loads 
Cash and Carry  
Pick up Point 

 

Bentham Road, Ingleton 
 

Call David on:  015242 41521 
Mobile: 07713055404 

 

COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 
MOB 07765 882579 
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Bentham News is published at New House, Mewith Lane, Bentham, by a voluntary                
editorial committee consisting of Shirley Brown, Kathleen Kelly, Ros Lloyd,                   
Howard Matthew, Anne Preston, Jane Proctor, Richard Wallace, Pam Woof, and             
Denise Henshaw—co-ordinator, who can be contacted on 015242 61515.                                
Emma Greenep works alongside Denise administering the advertising side of the             
paper and can be reached on ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk. Every effort is made to             
ensure that information contained in the paper is correct, however, Bentham News is an 
open access paper and views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the             
editorial committee. The committee reserves the right to edit contributions. We are willing 
to withhold names on request, but names, addresses and telephone numbers must accom-
pany  all  items  for publication. Please hand in to Emma’s Hair and Beauty in the Main 
Street or email to:- info@thebenthamnews.co.uk    

Copy deadline is 12th February for the March edition. Please note we cannot             
guarantee the inclusion of any articles after this date. We aim to acknowledge all emails, if 
you do not receive a reply to an email, contact us again, as it may not have been  received. 

Tuesday Craft Club – The 
Year Reviewed 
By Jenny Durrant 

Throughout 2017 the Tuesday Craft Club 
has been busy knitting, sewing, making 
cards and many other items for sale. This 
year we raised £200, which has been split                
between St John’s Hospice and Lancaster 
and District Homeless Shelter. Knee              
blankets have been donated to Anley Hall 
and we have sent some parcels of knitwear 
and blankets to ‘Knit for Peace’ for                  
distribution throughout Britain and the rest 
of the world, wherever there is a need for 
warm clothing. The group enjoyed 2 
demonstrations given by ex-member Kath 
Dempster. At the first she showed us how 
to make a chicken using only 2 squares of 
fabric, and at the second we made                   
Christmas trees out of milk bottle tops (see 
photo)! Both demonstrations were                   

enjoyable and great fun, and Kath kindly 
donated her fee to her charity, Lupus.  

Earlier in the year, 18 of us enjoyed a 
superb lunch at Bentham Chippy, and we 
are now looking forward to our Christmas 
lunch at the Horse and Farrier to round off 
a very productive and enjoyable year. 

Don’t forget the BN deadline date is  
12th January  for the February edition. 
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Age Concern 
In October 
By Olive Calverley 

On 3rd November we were looking               
forward to hearing a ‘Mystery Speaker’. 
However, the mystery is still to be revealed 
because no one came! So instead we had a 
session of card bingo plus chocolate treats – 
naughty but nice! On 10th November Sally 
came with some encouraging music to 
which we did our exercises (to do us good 
and keep us fit – to drop!). On 17th                  
November John Vendy opened our eyes to 
the wonderful life of bees. He showed us 
informative pictures of these interesting 
creatures and told us how bees live in              
colonies and are very necessary to the               
survival of our wonderful Planet Earth. On 
24th November Kay Piper came to                 
encourage us to make our own Christmas 
cards. She brought the basic materials and 
we all tried our ‘artistic’ best. 

Age Concern is a friendly place. There is 
always a welcome, a warm room and              
excellent food. Many thanks to the                
committee and helpers, drivers and escorts, 
but especially to our cook! 

Learn to Drive with  

Sally Moore 
 

Your local, friendly  

Instructor 
 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 

Would you like your business to 

appear in our Spotlight feature on 

pages 2 and 3 of a future edition of 

Bentham News? Contact Emma at 

ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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Excellent Christmas 
Dairy Show At Auction 
Mart 

By Hannah Taylor, Marketing Administrator 
for Bentham Auction Mart (Tel: 015242-61444) 

The Christmas Dairy Show and Sale on 
Wednesday 22nd November saw an                 
excellent entry of 62 newly calved cows 
and heifers. The top price of the day, 
£2,400, went to our reserve champion, with 
a total of ten heifers breaking the £2,000 
mark. Auctioneer Will Alexander said:  
“The champion rosette was awarded to            
W & C Gorst & Sons, the ‘Saltoke herd’ in 
Lancaster, with their flashy heifer, Saltoke 
Ponder Rebecca 184. The reserve was R & E 
Butterfield’s first place newly calved heifer, 
‘Ingleview Ricardo Anna’. She was much 
admired in the sale ring and later fetched 
the day’s top price of £2,400, selling to the 
judge, Rob Ford from Cheshire. A ringside 
full of buyers and onlookers led to an               
overall average of £1,780 for the heifers and 
the cows averaged £1,670.”   

Picture shows the Champion Dairy calf of  R E 
Woodhouse, Scale Farm in Wray which sold for 
£2,250. 

Don’t forget Bentham News  
deadline date is 12th   

January for the February  
edition. 
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Opportunity For Local 
Charities To Apply For 
Grants : The Harold And 
Alice Bridges Charity 
By Sue Walker 

The Trustees of the Charity are seeking to 
encourage applications for grants from 
charities and other organisations of a               
charitable nature (including bowling clubs 
etc.) local to Ingleton and surrounding               
areas to benefit local people and                      
organisations. The Charity is associated 
with Richard Howarth, who ran a haulage 
business from Ingleton for many years. 

Full details of the Charity, grant                   
criteria and how to apply are                             
shown on the Charity’s website: 
www.haroldandalicebridgescharity.co.uk 
The Trustees cannot guarantee that every 
application will be successful, but do               
encourage applications to be made.                  

These will be considered at the meetings of 
the Trustees which take place three times           
a year. 

Completed application forms should be 
sent to the correspondent of the Charity, 
Linder Myers of 21-23 Park Street, Lytham, 
Lancashire, FY8 5LU.  The phone number 
for further enquiries is Sue Walker on            
01253 684575. 

Registered Charity Number 236654 
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Keeping Cows In  
Liverpool 
By Mary Taylor 

Mike Winstanley, Chairman of the 
Ewecross Historical Society, welcomed 
members and guest speaker Dave Joy, to 
the November meeting held in Bentham 
Methodist Church on Monday 27th. Dave 
gave a delightful, illustrated talk about his 
family who were Cow Keepers in Liverpool 
for a hundred years. The family farmed 
Rams Close, near Hebden, Yorkshire; part 
of the farm is now under Grimwith                   
Reservoir. The Joys, like many other                 
farmers, took advantage of the new                   
railways to transport their cows to provide 
milk to expanding cities.  They bought an 
end terrace house in Liverpool; the front 
room was the shop, the back room the 
dairy, and in the yard behind was a shed to 
house six cows, with a walled midden in 
the corner of the yard. The family lived 
upstairs and got up at 5am for the first 

milking, to start the first milk round at 7am.  
Everything had to be cleaned and sterilised 
ready for the next milking at 2pm. Cows 
were regularly exchanged for ones back on 
the farm, all travelling by train. The family 
moved to larger premises where they 
milked 20 cows. They took a pride in               
keeping their inner city farm immaculate, 
and although they had to have a licence 
they welcomed all who wanted to look 
round. In 1955 the family sold the cows; 
milk prices being undercut by big dairies, 
which sent their milk in by train, but the 
Joys kept their milk round until 1960. Dave 
remembered an idyllic childhood at the 
Wellington Dairy, Garston, on the southern 
side of Liverpool, where he helped to              
harvest hay from the cemetery and                 
rented fields. He also helped on the milk 
float pulled by Rupert the horse.                                 
Dave concluded by saying that the last Cow 
Keeper to leave Liverpool was Joe Capstick 
in 1975. 

In January Andrew White will speak on 
Lancaster’s First Railway. 
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 The PuncThe Punch Bowlh Bo 

Low Bentham 
 

Real Fire Real Food Real Ale 
 

Dishes made from fresh produce, locally 
sourced 

 
Dogs & Muddy Boots welcome 

 
Open all day from noon Tues –Sun 

 
Food served Tues-Sat 12-2 & 6-8.30 

Sunday -Traditional Roasts & full menu 

served all day to 8.30pm 
 

  Booking not essential but advisable 
at peak holiday times 

Tel 015242 61344 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

www.thepunchbowlbentham.co.uk 
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The ‘D’ Word  
Is Your Community 
‘Dementia-Friendly’? 
By Bentham Dementia Friendly Community 
Committee 
You may have heard about TESCO creating 
dementia friendly checkouts, or the local 
rail partnership creating Dementia                 
Champions to help make travelling on the 
rail a simpler and more enjoyable                      
experience for those living with dementia. 

Many people don’t understand what 
dementia is or how it manifests itself. A 
small group of locals, all of whom represent 
a different organisation within the                   
community from the WI to the local Co-op, 
have formed a group called ‘Bentham and 
District Dementia Friendly Community. 
This group, which now has charitable               
status, is aiming to raise awareness of              
dementia within Bentham and the                   
surrounding area, as well as run events and 
sessions for those living with dementia and 
their carers. 

A ‘dementia-friendly’ community - can 
you tell us what this is? 

People with memory problems have told 
us that for them, a ‘dementia friendly                
community’ is one which supports them to:  

•carry on doing the same things they 
have always done - like going to the shops, 
getting on a bus, playing golf, or just sitting 
in a park.  

•find their way around and feel safe  

•keep in touch with people and feel that 
they belong in their community. 

What can help to make a community 
‘dementia-friendly’?  

Memory problems can make these things 
more difficult – but things can be made 
easier if we live in a community which is 
easy to find our way around and in which 
people are helpful and supportive. For             
example – people have told us that things 
that help includes:  

•People who understand about memory 
problems – this can be people in shops, bus 
drivers, friends and family or anyone you 

come into contact with.  

•Clear signposting, so people know 
where they are going and where things are.  

•Clearly-written information on things 
like bus timetables or leaflets about                  
services.  

•Being able to spend time with other 
people in a similar situation.  

In a bid to make Bentham more                  
dementia friendly, we are running a survey 
to find out what people with memory              
problems do in our area, what facilities 
they use, and what helps or hinders them. 
We want to find out more about what 
makes places easier to live in for people 
with memory problems.  

If you are affected by dementia in any 
way, it would be a big help to us if you 
could let us know what you think by                
answering our short survey; there are only 
10 questions. We hope that those who may 
have worries about this or may have a           
definite diagnosis will find these questions 
relevant. If they are not relevant to you, 
please take time to consider the survey as it 
does give an insight into what the condition 
includes. 

Copies of the survey can be found on 
plain boxes (not with Christmas wrapping), 
which are in a number of public places – 
the pharmacy, places of worship, Looking 
Well, etc. Please take one of these and              
complete it in your own time then post it 
back into one of these boxes before 31st 
January 2018.  

As we look to grow as a group, we 
would welcome anyone who shares this 
concern within the community to join the 
group as a member and help us towards 
making Bentham and the surrounding area 
more dementia friendly. For more                    
information please contact Jonathan Scott at 
Bentham Surgery or Isabel Marshall at             
Bentham Golf Club. We look forward to 
working with you to help make Bentham 
and the surrounding area a more                     
welcoming place for those living with             
dementia. 

Thank you for your time. 
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TAYLORS 
 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 
High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  
9.00am—5.00pm 
Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 
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What To Look For In January 

By Sue Halsall 

There is plenty of interesting stuff to look out for in January if 
you are out and about in the area. This fungus is called Scarlet 
Elf Cups and can be found on fallen branches and logs in 
damp woodlands. The red cups are about 3-5cm in diameter 
and produce spores which are the fungal equivalent of seeds.        
I took this photo in Greta Woods near Burton and a bit further 
on I found snowdrops just starting to come out. 

I have just been outside looking at December’s Supermoon. 
There are 2 full moons in January, on the 2nd (Wolfmoon) and 
the 31st (Blue Moon), and these will also be supermoons         
because the Moon happens to be at its closest point to the 

Earth on a full moon, so it 
is brighter and slightly larger. Also in January, if the 
skies are clear, look out for shooting stars from 3rd 
(Quarantid meteors). The constellation of Orion is only 
visible in winter so look to the east in the evening and 
it moves round towards the  south by midnight. 

    The RSPB are keen for people to join in the Great          
Garden Birdwatch over the weekend of 27th – 29th            
January. You watch the birds in your garden and            
record what you see over one hour. Go to 
www.rspb.org.uk then click on “get involved” and 
you will 
find lots 
of info-
mation 
on what 
to do. 

 

   When sending photos to Bentham News please 
send the biggest resolution  

photo you can. Ideally at a resolution  

of 300 pixels/inch. 

 

REDHEADS COAL  
AND GAS 

 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 
All sizes of Bottled Gas delivered 

 

Kindling, Logs, Wood pellets, Prepacked fuel 
Compost and Gro-Bags 

 

We won’t be beaten on Price,  
Quality and Service 

 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

Tel: 015242 41626 
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This photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging is being exhibited at Waterloo Station in London until                    
4th February as one of the finalists in the Landscape Photographer of the year exhibition. It shows 
local gamekeeper Richard Wolfenden burning the heather between Bentham and Slaidburn.   


