
     

 

50P  DONATION APPRECIATED 

Live Theatre Still Alive In Bentham! 
Jack and the Beanstalk comes to town! We are fortunate that in 

Bentham we have people with talent and commitment who will 

bring us some magic this February. Don’t miss it! Get your             

tickets now! Details on page 2. Members of the cast left to right:- 
Back row: Sarah Jones, Beverley Scott, Samantha Shorrock, Peter Knowles, 

Sue Halsall, Susie Byrne, Lizzie Starr 

Middle row: Mar Barclay, Ben Jones, Marcie Elliot, Hermione Driscoll 

Front row: Marie Rooke, Alice Ellwood 

All photographs by Ian Jones  Continued on page 2 
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It’s Panto time! 
By Sue Halsall 

If you have been reading the last few issues 

of the Bentham News, you will know that 

this year’s panto is Jack and the Beanstalk 

and it is shaping up to be a great show. 

Tickets will be available from Temptations 

from 1st February and, of course, it will be 

in the Town Hall. 

It is the traditional story of Jack, his                 

glamorous sister, Jezebel, and their poor 

Mum having to sell their cow, Daisy, to 

raise the money to pay the rent. Jack is 

tricked, ends up with magic beans which 

grow and produce a huge beanstalk, at the 

top of which lives a giant. Of course there 

are other characters – the king, a prince and 

princess, a dairyman, the Royal Flunky,            

fairies, goblins, gangsters and villagers – 

and altogether they make a great show. 

  The important information is this: 

 

Wed 14th February to Sat 17th February 

Starts 7.30pm Wednesday to Friday and 
6.30pm on the Saturday. 

Adults £5.50 - Children and Concessions 
£3.50 and all Wednesday tickets are £3.50. 

SPOTLIGHT FEATURE 

Pages 2 and 3 in January BN 

were an advertorial feature. 

Would you like your business to 

appear? Requests to be included 

in future advertorials should           

be made to Emma at 

ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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Craven Concerns 
By District Councillor Linda Brockbank 015242 
61598 / cllr.lbrockbank@cravendc.gov.uk 

Craven Community Champions Awards: 

The awards ceremony took place on                  
Thursday 11th January 2018 at Coniston 
Hotel. See article page 8. The different                 
categories were sponsored by local                  
organisations and businesses based in              
Craven and each finalist makes a video 
presentation which is shown at the awards 
ceremony. It's a tense moment for all the 
finalists and although judging took place in 
November the outcome is a closely guarded 
secret, so no one knows who the winners 
are, until the final moment! So for next 
year, if you know of a worthy organisation 
or individual who contributes to our             
community and you think they should have 
special recognition, then why not nominate 
them for an award? Nominations don't 
open until the Autumn, giving plenty of 
time to keep an eye open for that special 
individual or organisation that deserves 
recognition. 

New Craven District Council Website:  

This was launched in January to provide 
better online services for residents,                  
businesses and visitors. The new website 
platform will save the council money –             
approximately £10,000 over the next five 
years. It will be more mobile-friendly, and a 
new feature called “My Account” will be 
rolled out meaning that residents can log 
on to the website and view any transactions 
they have had with the council. 

Recycling 'Bring Sites' To Be Removed 
Across Craven:  

Craven District Council's Policy                     
Committee has agreed to remove all its 
remaining recycling 'bring sites' across             
Craven, except for one in Embsay. Most 
sites were removed at the end of 2016 after 
concerns that they were being abused by 
businesses who were using them to dispose 
of commercial waste. A consultation also 

found more than 95 per cent of respondents 
would use alternative recycling services, 
such as the household recycling services, 
other recycling centres, or charity shops, if 
their local 'bring site' was closed. Six 'bring 
sites' were retained, at Grasmere Close car 
park, High Bentham, Main Street car park, 
Embsay, Glusburn Institute car park,           
Glusburn, Whitefriars car park, Settle, 
Community Centre car park, Ingleton, and 
Coach Street car park, Skipton. However, 
the council has monitored the remaining 
sites and found that they are still being 
used by businesses who then avoid paying 
for commercial waste disposal. Businesses 
should be paying for their own collection 
and disposal of waste and recycling.             
However, it is clear that a number of                  
businesses continue to abuse these 'bring 
sites', meaning that the council has to spend 
tax-payers' money on extra collections at 
the sites. Some residents are also using the 
sites to dispose of residual household 
waste, and electrical and electronic                    
equipment, which should be disposed of at 
Household Waste Recycling Centres. The 
proposals are to remove all 'bring sites' 
from the district from January 20, 2018, 
with the exception of Embsay. Notices will 
be placed at all 'bring sites' warning                 
residents of the removal date, and                    
alternative methods of disposing of                
recycling and waste. The closed sites will be 
monitored to deal with any fly-tipping            
issues that may arise. (See Town Council 
report page 19.) 

Yorkshire Dales Leader Programme: 

Grants Available: 

This programme has announced an              
extension to its spend deadline and is             
actively seeking projects from Craven              
businesses wishing to grow or expand or to 
invest in complementary activity or                   
purchase capital equipment. Anyone who 
may be thinking about establishing a new 
business can also seek support. The final 

                                        …/Continued page 28 
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Martin Leeming  
An Appreciation 
25th November 1950 -  

26th December 2017 
By Elza Sayer 

The first half of Martin's life was spent on 
the family farm up on the Fells. Martin 
could do anything on the farm, other than 
drive the tractor. He was close to his Dad, 
Edwin - Ted to most people - and his Dad 
was close to him, taking him on outings, 
including to race meetings. Wherever              
Martin was, his first task was to go and buy 
a Racing Post. Martin understood the form 
of race horses; he enjoyed picking winners - 
he was good at it; but he never placed bets. 
Martin’s favourite horse was 'Flicker', his 
Mum's grey mare. On the farm Martin 
learnt to love nature and to understand 
horses, sheep and lambs and they learnt to 
trust him. Some years ago Martin, his Mum 
and Dad and his Auntie Jean, all moved to 
live in Bentham. Having been to Bentham 
Elementary School, Martin felt at home 
here, especially after his Dad introduced 
him to Bentham Auction Mart and the Auc-
tion Mart invited Martin to be a volunteer. 
He loved this 'job' and his new friends and 
he especially loved being close to animals. 

Martin wanted to help in any way he 
could and he volunteered to help with            
numerous groups: the Auction Mart,              
Bowling Club, Age Concern, Film Group, 
Town Hall Coffee Mornings, the Methodist 
Community and, last but not least, the 
Tuesday Club. Martin was an utterly                
reliable and dedicated volunteer who cared 
about people too much to ever let them 
down. Over recent years, as Martin's Mum 
grew more frail, it became clear that he 
would need to live on his own. Thanks to 
the Longstaffe and Collingwood Trust, 
Martin was given a home in one of their 
cottages on Collingwood Terrace; and            
Avalon provided Elza Sayer and Jane Jones 
as Support Workers to help Martin learn 

the skills required for living independently. 
His new home was close enough for him to 
visit his Mum, keep an eye on her and shop 
for her every day. Martin was a keen             
member of the Tuesday Club, where he had 
friends who cared for and supported one 
another, treasured each others' gifts and 
skills and enjoyed each others' company. 
There were games, trips and fun and a 
whole range of new experiences, but above 
all a deep friendship. Martin's Tuesday 
Club friends meant more to him than               
anything. 

Martin was straightforward, honest,            
incapable of lying, kind, thoughtful, always 
seeing the best in people, someone who was 
in awe of the beauty of creation and the 
uniqueness of each person and each animal. 
He was the most genuine of people. With 
Martin you got what you saw - and it was 
good, it was caring, it was committed. He 
gave us more than we could ever give him. 
We offer condolences to his Mum Marjorie, 
and his brothers, Cedric and David, and his 
sister, Carol.  
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Martha Bainbridge 
7th May 1924 - 5th January 2018 
By Jane Proctor 

Martha was born and brought up in                
Garsdale, the eighth of nine children. Her 
father was a farmer and butcher, and                 
although there was never a lot of money, 
Martha had a happy childhood. She spoke 
of being given sheep’s eyes to play with 
and an inflated pig’s bladder to play                
football with by her father. Very much an 
outdoors person, she was a bit of a tomboy, 
ferreting and tickling trout. 

Although she passed her 11+ and was 
offered a place at the Grammar School in 
Kirkby Lonsdale, it would have meant 
boarding during the week, and Martha did 
not want to live away from home. She             
remained at the local school until she was 
13 when she went into service with a local 
family, helping them around their house 
and farm. 

From her earliest childhood the church 
was central to Martha’s life, attending the 
Anglican service on Sunday mornings, the 
Methodist service in the afternoon and 
squeezing Sunday School in between. At 
the age of 13 Martha gave her life to Christ, 
becoming a Methodist Local Preacher at the 
age of 19. She took preaching engagements 
for the next 72 years, and was the longest 
serving Local Preacher in the Settle                   
Methodist Circuit. 

In 1946 she was offered a job running the 
Battersea Mission for Unmarried Mothers 
in London, but the terrible winter of 46/47 
prevented her from travelling to take up 
the position. Shortly afterwards her father 
died and Martha then took over her father’s 
butchery business. 

Martha met her husband, John, in 1950 
after he had been sent to attend a church 
service she was leading in Mallerstang to 
check up that, “her doctrine was sound”. It 
must have been as they married the                   
following year and moved to live at                 
Branstone Beck, Bentham, where her two 
children, Anne and John, were born and 

brought up. 

In 1972, Anne having married, the family 
moved to Springfield Crescent where              
Martha remained until moving to                     
Collingwood Terrace seven years ago              
following her husband’s death in 2008. 

Martha’s Christian faith was at the very 
core of her existence. She was an excellent 
and highly regarded Methodist Local 
Preacher, and regular attender at and main-
stay of  Bentham Methodist Church where 
she had worshipped for over 67 years.             
Martha was the “toasted teacake lady” at 
Toddle-In on Monday mornings, a regular 
attender at the Town Hall Saturday coffee 
mornings; active in Age Concern, and a 
formidable opponent at the fortnightly 
‘Welcome – In’ domino sessions. 

Martha is survived by her daughter, 
Anne, and her son, John, seven                              
grandchildren and 9 great-grandchildren. 

Martha always had a smile on her face, a 
twinkle in her eye and words of wisdom 
and encouragement for all. She enriched 
the lives of others. Over 350 people                   
attended a Service of Remembrance and 
Thanksgiving for her life; a testimony to the                 
affection and esteem in which she was held.  
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People Of Bentham 
This month we are featuring our current mayor, Gareth Adams. 
 

How long have you lived in Bentham and what brought you here? 
I was born in Lancaster and brought up in Bentham. People may remember my grand-

dad who was the Vicar at St Margaret’s Church in the late 1960s. My dad was born near 
here and lived in Sedbergh in his early years, married my mum and we’ve lived here ever 
since. 

 

Tell us something about yourself that people wouldn’t normally know. 
I have an interest and spend a lot of  time supporting Motor Sport, particularly Rallying. 

This involves marshalling and organising up to World Rally level, and recently I set up and 
marshalled The Sweet Lamb Rally in Wales. I’ve been doing this for over 25 years, but in the 
last 10 years I’ve been doing more organisation rather than just arriving on the day and              
being told what to do.  

 

 

If you could travel anywhere, where would you like to go? 
I’m probably the world’s worst traveller. There is probably nothing stopping me from 

going anywhere. I’ve been to most parts of the UK. I have an auntie and cousins in Canada. 
I’ve been there and they keep asking me to go back, but I’ve no desire to go to different 
parts of the world. I don’t really want to go somewhere different, I’m quite happy where I 
am, and of course the motor racing takes me to different parts of the country. 

 

What does a perfect day look like to you? 
 You get up in the morning, you achieve what you’re supposed to achieve, then you go to 

bed at night! That’s the simplest way I can explain it. Work can throw anything at me any 
day so there is always the chance of a challenge. If I’m thrown in the deep end I tend to           
succeed. I don’t go looking for challenges, but if I’m faced with one I’m not scared to deal 
with it.  

 

 If you could witness any event of the past, present or future, what would it be? 
There are lots of things I can think of particularly in the engineering field and being 

around for the early use of the steam engine would be one example. All those hours spent 
developing, trying and trying and eventually getting there. All those people, particularly 
the Victorians, who toiled away and didn’t give up. We don’t have the same opportunities 
today, just some opportunities to modify things, but the Victorians had less tools available 
yet produced very accurate applications in engineering.  

 

Are there world events that you remember particularly from when you were growing up? 

 I’m not a big football fan, but I followed the 1982 World Cup and filled in all the teams 
and results in a book, which I’ve still got somewhere. That was the first, but I do also             
remember the Berlin Wall coming down.  

 

Is there anyone (e.g. a teacher?) who has had the most influence on your life? 

I went to Settle High School and we had a teacher who threw board rubbers at us, but he 
did persevere in teaching us physics. My greatest influence, however, was a man no one in 
Bentham will know. He was called Ernie Caddick and he worked in the Nuclear Electrics 
Training School in Manchester. He had the most horrendous body odour, but he was very 
strict and had his own way of doing things.   

 

If you had an unlimited budget, what investment would you make in Bentham? 
The main change would be to widen the roads, but do it properly. Not only would it 

solve the traffic problems but it would provide a sense of space, like in Leyburn, Barnard 
Castle and even Skipton. There would be space for things to happen by the side of the road, 
giving Bentham more of an atmosphere. 

 

What’s the worst job you’ve ever done? 
 That is difficult because I’ve only ever had one employer. When I left school I worked for 
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myself for a short time but I have only worked for one company, Heysham Power Station, 
although the ownership changed over the years.  However, I have had four or five                   
different roles; apprentice, craftsman, team leader and now I’m working with the                   
engineering team. I never had a bad job, only bad tasks. 

 

What’s your most treasured possession? 
That’s a hard one, as I’m not a materialistic person. I suppose freedom is my                           

greatest possession.  The ability to do what I want when I want, and not do what others 
may want. 

 

How do you relax? 
I’m not a relaxing type of person. I get enjoyment out rallying and the social life that 

goes with it. I like being in a team in some far flung forest, dealing with whatever the 
weather is trying to chuck at us. Going down the local pub, and enjoying the company 
where no one can get hold of you, with only the sounds of the trees and the rivers for              
company. 

 

What did you want to be when you were growing up? 
 From a very early age I’d been interested in electricity and electrical things. I was                  

always playing around with wires and similar things, and as I got older my interest                   
increased. When I reached secondary school, particularly studying physics, I knew then 
that I wanted to work in the electrical field.  

 

Is there a book, film or live event that you’ve particularly enjoyed recently? 
I’m not a big reader. I like films, particularly James Bond, but I prefer to watch them at 

home and don’t usually go to the cinema. I like to go to music concerts and try to get to 2 
or 3 a year. I’m already booked this year for Stereophonics, Foo Fighters and Manic Street 
Preachers. 

Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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New Location For  
Bentham Post Office 
By David Alder 
This is to confirm that Bentham Post Office 
will close at its present location, 28 Main 
Street LA2 7HL, after the end of business on 
Saturday 27th January 2018 and will                 
re-open at Flowerfields, 5-7 Main Street 
LA2 7HF, on Monday 29th January 2018. 
The new office will transact all the current 
services except for the following: passport 
check and send, travel insurance on                  
demand and philatelic sales. These                      
products will be available in Kirkby                   
Lonsdale and Settle Post Offices. The hours 
of opening at Bentham will be 8.30am to 
5.30pm Monday to Friday and 8.30am to  
1pm on Saturday. The new Postmistress 
will be Pamela Leak and the new telephone 
number of the branch will be 015242 61117.  

All Bentham PO colleagues - in recent 
times: June, Sue, Sandra, Andrea, Joanne 
and myself - will miss the daily interface 
with our friends in the community and 
thank everyone for their custom and sup-
port over the past 26 years. We wish Pamela 
and her team all the very best for the future. 

 

Craven Community 
Champions 
By Howard Matthew 
The Award Ceremony for Craven                    
Community Champions was held on 11th 
January 2018 at the Coniston Hotel near 
Skipton. There were two shortlisted entries 
from Bentham and supporters from both                  
attended the event. 

One of these was ‘Looking Well Written’, 
which is based at Looking Well in Bentham, 
part of Pioneer Projects. It brings together 
people who wish to write poetry and stories 
in a safe and supportive environment.  
They were Runners-Up in the Best                      
Community Group category.  

The other shortlisted entry was                     
Catherine Sawyer, who appeared in               
January’s Bentham News as winner of the 
Young People Volunteering Award from 

North Yorkshire County Council. She made 
it a double by scooping the Young Citizen 
of the Year Award for Craven by                     
encouraging young people to find out about 
their local heritage.   

Videos of all the shortlisted entries are 
now available on the Craven District                
Council website under ‘2017 Craven               
Community Awards videos’.  
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Community Care For 
Bentham – Act Now Or 
Don’t Complain Later! 

By Shirley Brown 

Various discussions and consultations              
recently about the future of Castleberg           
Hospital have concentrated the minds of all 
those who care about the provision of 
health and community care in Bentham.            
If Castleberg Hospital closes (at present it’s 
temporarily closed) there are plans to               
provide short-term beds in Care Homes in 
Settle, Gargrave and Skipton. And also to 
expand the range of Community Services 
available, such as increased night-sitting 
services, more support for palliative care at 
home and an expanded rapid response 
system for vulnerable people in crisis. 

This is a great opportunity to improve 
services for the patients of the Bentham 
practice, especially those at the far reaches 
of the practice boundaries. However the 
current plans are focussed around Settle, 
Skipton and Gargrave. But what about             
Bentham? Why isn’t Bentham one of the 
focal points for the provision of community 
care? It could be the fourth. 

With plans reaching an advanced stage 
to provide Bentham with a purpose-built 
extra-care facility on the site of the old             
Primary School, maybe now is a very good 
time to remind the decision-makers of our 
needs right here in Bentham. Perhaps some 
community care provision could be based 
at the ‘yet to be built’ extra-care facility? 
There should be intermediate care beds in 
Bentham, and Bentham should become one 
of the ‘bases’ from which community care 
teams operate. 

There is currently a consultation in             
process and the deadline to receive 
public feedback is Tuesday 27th             
February. 
 Please help Bentham’s voice to be 

heard loud and clear. You can make 

your comments, either by email to 
engage@awcccg.nhs.uk 

 or by writing to Care In Craven 
Consultation, Freepost RTEK-
UHKG- UBEK, Douglas Mill,               
Bowling Old Lane, Bradford, BD5 
7JR (no stamp is needed)                                                                                    

 or via the online survey bit.ly/
careincraven 

The full 24 page consultation document, 
‘Community Care Services For People            
Living In Craven’ can be accessed via a link 
on the Bentham Town Council’s website.:- 

www.airedalewharfedalecravenccg.nhs.uk/
get-involved/give-us-your-views-
consultations/  

But even if you don’t get round to               
reading it, please take a few minutes to add 
your voice to others in Bentham so that we 
can be heard as loudly, or even more                
loudly, than those voices in Settle, Skipton 
and Gargrave! 

http://www.airedalewharfedalecravenccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/give-us-your-views-consultations/
http://www.airedalewharfedalecravenccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/give-us-your-views-consultations/
http://www.airedalewharfedalecravenccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/give-us-your-views-consultations/
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Mandy’s Food Blog   
Ooh it’s been a chilly January, so this month 
I think it’s time for some one pot stews. 
They are great value, very tasty and can just 
be popped in the oven to do their thing. 
 

Pork, Cider And Wholegrain Mustard                
Casserole 

2 tbsp olive oil 

1kg/2lb 4oz pork shoulder, diced 

2 onions, cut into chunks 

3 parsnips, cut into chunks 

1 small swede, cut into chunks 

1 tsp lazy garlic 

1 heaped tsp wholegrain mustard 

1 tbsp plain flour 

330ml bottle cider 

850ml chicken stock 

Method: 

Heat oven to 180°C/160°C fan/gas 4. Heat 
the oil in a large lidded flameproof casserole 
and brown the meat in batches, then set 
aside. Fry the onions, swede, garlic and 
parsnips for 10 minutes until golden brown. 
Sprinkle in the flour and give a good stir, 
then add the pork, mustard and any juices 
back to the dish. Add the cider and stock so 
that the meat and vegetables are covered. 
Season and bring to a simmer then cover 
and put in the oven for 2 hours. Serve with 
mashed potato and greens. (For a heartier 
meal, add in 50g of dried broth mix/mixed 
pulses when adding the stock). 
 

Over the New Year we spent a week on the 
Isle of Arran with a couple of friends. The 
weather wasn’t on our side, so we spent the 
odd evening in front of the fire eating a 
hearty casserole or popping to the closest 
town for a meal or two. I tried Cranachan 
for dessert for the first time and wasn’t               
disappointed with this simple but rather 
potent dish, although it was 
a good job I wasn’t driving. 
So I thought I’d share this 
Scottish dessert that looks 
like Eton mess but isn’t as 
sweet. 

Cranachan:  serves 4 

2 tbsp medium oatmeal 

300g fresh British raspberries 

A little caster sugar 

350ml double cream  

2 tbsp honey 

2-3 tbsp whisky, to taste 

Method: 

To toast the oatmeal, spread it out on a           
baking sheet and grill until it smells rich 
and nutty. It will not darken quickly, so use 
your sense of smell to tell you when it is 
nutty enough. Cool the oatmeal. Make a 
raspberry purée by blending half the                       
raspberries with the sugar to sweeten it. 
Whisk the double cream until just set, and 
stir in the honey and whisky, but don’t over
-whip the cream. Taste the mix and add 
more of either if you feel the need. Stir in 
the oatmeal and whisk lightly until the            
mixture is just firm. Alternate layers of            
the cream with the remaining whole                 
raspberries and purée in 4 serving dishes. 
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February Garden 
By Joyce Knapp  

Last month I suggested we look at plants 
that provide greenery and other forms of 
interest during the long winter months, but 
I forgot to mention one of the best, namely 
Ivy. This plant can be bought in a wide 
variety of colour combinations, forms and 
sizes, from the tiny variegated ones we can 
use to under-plant conifers etc. in pots and 
troughs to the rather large leaved Persian 
Ivy. Having said this, my favourite is still 
the native/common Ivy and this is probably 
one of the most beneficial and underrated 
plants for wildlife gardening.  Firstly, when 
fully grown, it can provide opportunity for 
many different types of birds, even tiny 
wrens, to nest within its complex set of 
stems (when I trimmed the Ivy that grows 
on a long fence in my allotment early last 
spring, I found the remains of no less than 
five birds' nests). Secondly, it is host to a 
myriad of insects which in turn will               
provide a ready source of nutrition for the 
resident birds, especially useful when they 
are feeding their voracious young. This 
climbing plant also provides shelter for 
many different kinds of creatures including 
birds, mice and insects, e.g., ladybirds,            
keeping them safe from heavy rains, the hot 
rays of the sun in summer and the cold, icy 
winds of winter.  Some butterflies, such as 
the Brimstone, hibernate amongst the Ivy 
leaves whilst others, at the caterpillar stage, 
will feed on the autumn berries, before 
turning into a chrysalis to hibernate, again 
within the Ivy leaves over the coming              
winter.  So this one climbing plant can soon 
become a veritable hive of activity and the 
only maintenance it will need is an annual 
trim to keep it within its bounds.  It is 
worth noting that this task is best under-      
taken in early spring, after hibernation but 
before the birds begin building their nests.   

When growing an Ivy either on a fence 
or a wall, we can add to the interest by           
underplanting with a range of spring-
flowering bulbs and I have had great             

success with anything from the tiniest 
of snowdrops and crocuses to quite tall 
varieties of daffodils in this position. 

They seem to grow very well together,            
perhaps partly because the bulbs store all 
the nutrients they need to produce both 
their leaves and flowers and then because 
the lower strands of the Ivy will stop the 
ground from drying out completely in the 
summer, which also helps the bulbs to 
flower well the next season. 

 

REDHEADS COAL  
AND GAS 

 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 
All sizes of Bottled Gas delivered 

 

Kindling, Logs, Wood pellets, Prepacked fuel 
Compost and Gro-Bags 

 

We won’t be beaten on Price,  
Quality and Service 

 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

Tel: 015242 41626 

Bentham Horticultural Society 
We have decided the time is right to set 

up a Horticultural Society here in Bentham 
and are looking to see if you may be          

interested in joining us. We would like to 
do the following things – share know how, 

resources, seed sharing and joint            
purchasing to get the best prices.  

If you are  interested email  
robsankey@aol.com  

or phone 07739658058. 
Joyce Knapp   Robert Sankey 
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Tatham Fells 
By Mary Taylor  

Margaret McIntosh, President of 
Tatham Fells Women’s Institute, 
welcomed members to the                  
Christmas party held at Bentham 
Golf Club on 12th December. Following a 
festive Christmas dinner, the party was 
enhanced by a present exchange. Intriguing 
items had been found to hold to this year’s 
theme of gold or silver. 
Brenda Burrow had                 
compiled an exciting quiz 
in three parts; a picture 
quiz to find a Christmas 
song, questions to answer 
and a reindeer to make out 
of a roll of card copying one that Brenda 
had made earlier. Winners with 32 points 
were Helen Wilkinson, Melanie Winstanley 
and Barbara Harrison, second with 31 and a 
half were Mary Kidd and Barbara Haddow, 
and third with 31 points were Carole 
Thurnham, Margaret McIntosh and Linda 
Kirkby. The President thanked Brenda for 
devising the quiz and Jenny Herd for                 
organising the evening. She presented            
prizes for the year’s competition; winners 
were Louise Kitchen with 30 points, Mary 
Taylor with 22 and joint third Carole 
Thurnham and Linda Kirkby with 17. 

High Bentham 
By Wendy Dowbiggin 

The ladies of High Bentham WI met                
for their January meeting on 4th January 

2018. The President, Barbara                            
Shuttleworth, led the business               
meeting and commenced by wishing 
members a happy healthy New 
Year. Arrangements were made for              
the WI Quiz at Arkholme and               
correspondence from the Lancs           

Federation was read. 

The speaker for the evening was                     
Meg Disberry representing the charity 
Christian Restoration Ministries                         
International Medical Mission to Uganda. 
Meg gave a heart-rending and positive talk 
on her visit to Uganda in 2017 with a team 
of doctors, nurses and 
helpers. As well as                 
medical work, they build 
and paint homes for the 
people and during 2017 
the mission raised                 
sufficient funds for a             
classroom to be built in 
one of the three villages they visit. 

Bombo is the main village they go to              
and during their last visit they saw 1,000 
patients. They deal with every complaint,                
including HIV and contraception, and Meg 
was delighted that a child in her care was 
given corrective surgery for rickets. 

Meg had some wonderful photos of 
smiling children and busy adults – it really 
was a thought-provoking talk. Various             
articles for sale were on display and                
members responded generously. Meg and a 
team of 5 GPs and 5 nurses are returning to 
the villages during January this year. 
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Jumelage 2018  
By Margaret Cowling 

On 9th May our Twinning Group will               
be welcoming 42 friends from La Chapelle 
des Marais in Loire Atlantique in the               
south of Brittany. They will stay with host 
families until the evening of Saturday              
12th May. 

During their visit they will be going on 2 
excursions organised by our Twinning 
Committee but using their own coach.            
We'll have a Ceilidh with a meal on the           
Friday evening and a choice of activities on 
the last day. 

Four years ago it was the year of                  
the Grand Départ of Le Tour de France                
so we had a trip to Hawes and Aysgarth 
Falls to show our guests part of                       
the route, which greatly added to their              
enjoyment when they watched the race            
that July. Another afternoon we treated 
them to Afternoon Tea at the Netherwood 
Hotel in Grange over Sands, with a                   
chance to play Croquet afterwards!                  
They all enjoyed these trips so much and            
we are planning equally interesting events 
for them in May. 

Many of our French friends will                      
be staying with people they know already 
but there will be new ones who will be            
visiting for the first time. If any                          
of you would like to take part in                           
the Twinning event in May and become 
hosts, please contact Margaret Cowling            
on 63175. 
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Wartime Sacrifice In 
The Dales During The 
Second World War 
Author Appeals For Help 
By Keith Taylor 

I am appealing for help in researching the 
stories of the lives and deaths of all the 
Dales folk whose names are inscribed on 
the Second World War memorials in                 
Gargrave, Hellifield, the Malhamdale area, 
Long Preston, Settle, Giggleswick 
(including the School), Langcliffe,                    
Stainforth, Horton in Ribblesdale, 
Austwick, Clapham, Ingleton, High and 
Low Bentham, Sedbergh, together with 
Dent and surrounding area. 

In 2004 I brought out a book 
‘Wensleydale Remembered’ and in 2006 a 
second book, ‘Swaledale and Wharfedale 
Remembered’, about people whose names 
are remembered with pride on the local 
memorials. 

It is a privilege to recall these people, 
whether the stories are about their lives in 
peacetime or during the war.  I now wish to 
write a new book telling the stories of the 
service personnel from the villages and 
towns mentioned above.  I am asking for 
any help that can be provided by family 
members, friends or colleagues, with                 
regards to information or photographs, and 
I hope that members of the public might be 
able to put me in touch with such people. 

My research has already produced a 
great deal of material but I would be                
extremely grateful for further information, 
especially with regard to obtaining copies 
of photographs of the service men and 
women. 

There are a few names on the Bentham 
War Memorial that are proving difficult to 
research and it would be a shame not to be 
able to do these people full justice. They are 
H Bonsfield, J Bush, D Harrison, H Procter 
and W Wilson.  Just a small clue could              
provide the answer.  Any help, large or 
small, would be useful in providing a              
completed record of these Dales’ men and 
women. 

If you can help in any way, please                
contact me in writing or by phone.                 
My address is Wensleydale, 4 Oker Road, 
South Darley, Matlock DE4 2JQ and my 
phone numbers are 01629 732622 (home) 
and 07790 575077 (mobile).  I look forward 
to hearing from you. 

 

Bentham News NEW Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £18 local—£25 non local One eighth page colour £23 local—£30 non local 

One quarter page £35 local—£48 non local One quarter page colour £46 local—£56 non local 

One half page £80 local—£105 non local One half page colour £105 local—£125 non local 

Flyers  £150 commercial   Flyers £75 charity          

People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   
 

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 
 

Send to ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk (or call 015242 61515) 
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Lest We Forget -  
John Hutchinson 
Words by Allan Hartley 
Research by Marilyn Hartley 
John was born in Gressingham in 1881, the 
eldest son of William1 and Annie1 
Hutchinson, née Malley. The family home 
was in Gressingham. 

By the time of the 1891              
census, when John was 10,           
the family had moved to 
Claughton. By 1901, when 
John was 20, the family had 
moved to Bentham and were 
farming at Batty Farm.                 
Something must have                   
happened at Batty Farm as 
John moved on again in 1911 
to Euxton near Chorley,             
working at Armetriding Farm 
for William Hodge. 

Thereafter, the trail goes cold. However, 
in 1916, at the age of 35, John went to Settle 
to enlist into the Duke of Wellington’s 
[West Riding Regiment] 2/4 Battalion as 
Private 267194 and was on home leave at 
Batty Farm in July 1916. 

Again the trail goes cold but John              
must have taken to Army life as he                 
was promoted to Lance Corporal and            
with the Dukes would have 
taken part in the later             
stages of the Battle of the 
Somme, the major 1917 
battles of Arras and                
Cambrai and eventually the 
1918 German Spring              
Offensive, where his luck 
ran out in the later stages of 
the battle, during the             
German Lys offensive of 
French Flanders. 

His commanding Officer 
Captain J Storks wrote to 
his parents, saying ‘It is my 
painful duty to inform you 
that your son, Lance-
Corporal Hutchinson, was 

killed in action about the 24th July 1918.           
I have known your son for some time and 
always found him very willing and cheerful 
under the most trying conditions. His death 
is deeply regretted by the Officers and men 
of his Company, who wish to convey their                
deepest sympathy’. 

Again, something must have happened 
to John as his grave was lost in 
the ensuing battle and he               
remains missing to the mud 
and bullets of Flanders, being            
commemorated on the wall 
panel to the missing, Panel 68, 
at the Loos Memorial2 near the 
French town of Lys-Lens.  

    John is commemorated on 
the war memorial plaque in 
Station Road, High Bentham, 
and the memorial plaque at                
St Margaret’s Church, High 
Bentham, and at the family 

grave at St Margaret’s churchyard. 

 

    John’s recorded death is 20th July 
1918.  He was the 43rd Bentham man to be 
killed.  He was 37. 

 
1. William senior was from Leck and was a 

farmer by profession. Annie was from 
Lancaster.  We don’t know the name of 

the younger son, although a 
David Hutchinson was also 
on home leave at the same 
time as John in July 1916. 
Perhaps they were brothers? 
David Hutchinson appears to 
have survived the war. 
2. Loos Memorial and 
Cemetery commemorates 
those who fought at French 
Flanders and Artois. The 
Cemetery has 1800 burials, 
1100 men are unknown. The 
Memorial has 139 wall           
panels with the names of 
20,661 men, including John 
plus the names of John               
Kipling, son of Rudyard 
Kipling, and Fergus Bowes 
Lyon, brother of the late 
Queen Mother. 
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Churches Together 
in Bentham 
By Reverend Brian Yardy,  

High Bentham Methodist Church 
  

The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 
(Psalm 23 verse 1) 

Have you managed to polish off all those 
chocolates left from Christmas yet? If not, 
you’d better be quick if you’re giving up 
chocolate for Lent, which begins on 14th 
February. It will be a test of endurance 
though - wandering round the supermarket 
aisles stacked high with chocolate eggs 
ready for Easter just may tip you over the 
edge with temptation. 

What is our fascination with chocolate? 
Many of us will identify with the mantra, 
‘When the going gets tough, I need more 
chocolate!’ Why then is chocolate a popular 
thing to link with Lent? Well, I suppose it 
could be that Lent is a time when we ask 
the question, ‘Are the attractive things in 
the world temptations to be avoided?’ Some 
things can certainly become obsessions or 
idols that dominate our lives and give us a 
false sense of security away from God. 
While we might joke about chocolate, the 
more serious idols in life make us feel                
independent without God, which can then 
give us a false sense of salvation. However, 
the words of Psalm 23 inspire us to put our 
trust and security in God and his                   
astonishing love. For Christians, that love 
has been revealed through Jesus Christ and 
his willingness to offer his own life for our 
sakes. Lent is a time we are reminded that 
he was the one who walked through the 
darkest of valleys, the valley of the shadow 
of death, so that we need fear no evil and, 
also, be set free from all our idols. 

Lent, then, is a time to see what our idols 
are and to break our reliance on them. It is 
not an excuse to reject God’s good gifts of 
creation in order to endear ourselves to 
him. So, why not take something up for 
Lent? Do something good for somebody – 
read the Bible or spend some time with God 

in prayer. There is no guarantee 
that it will make you feel better in 
the short term – for that, you will 
need copious amounts of chocolate 
– but, in the long term, it will be a 

much more sustainable diet. 

Your Advert In Colour 
 

From just £23, why not make your advert  

stand out? 
Email ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 

for more information  
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Letters 
 

Dear Bentham News 

We were informed in a letter in 
Bentham News that ‘refugees’ had 
been ‘stranded’ in Calais, were ‘fleeing for     
their lives’ and were ‘eligible for asylum’. 

However, Mr Justice McCloskey                  
delivering a judgement in 2016, stated that 
many in Calais ‘are probably not refugees 
in any general sense…they are migrant 
nationals…who, while intending to make a 
claim for refugee status, decline to make 
the claim in France due to perceived               
advantages, correct or otherwise, of doing 
so in the UK’. So, many are not refugees; 
are only ‘stranded’ in Calais through            
personal choice; are not fleeing for their 
lives; and don’t wish to apply for asylum in 
France.  

Migration Watch UK, an independent 
think-tank chaired by Lord Green of             
Deddington, concluded that many                  
migrants already in France believe they 
will be able to work here ‘illegally and send 
money home. They also believe, correctly, 
that their chances of being sent home are 
extremely low. They can work until              
discovered, then claim asylum and even if 
their claim fails they are not likely to be 
removed…the UK immigration system has 
lost its credibility among those who matter 
most – potential illegal immigrants…
Migrants in Calais are already in a safe 
country…’  

Paul Andrew, Bentham 

 

Dear Bentham News 

I have just picked up this item                             
on potholing on Radio Cumbria. 
The roads round here are pretty 

good but in these years of               
austerity I detect that they are                            
deteriorating. Not as bad as                                 
Northumberland though. Cars would 
swerve around the roads avoiding bad 
potholes, and our local garage in               
Alston had a thriving business fixing 
springs and suspension, and of course             
supplying lots of tyres! 

Should you suffer damage to your             
vehicle as a result of a pothole encounter, 
the  Council will be more than happy to 
pay the repair bill for you! The only criteria 
is that the existence of that pothole had 
been previously notified to the Council and 
is on their list.  

David Livesey, High Bentham 
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People’s Page 
 

Charity Thanks 
‘The bell ringers of St John the            
Baptist Church, Low Bentham would like 
to thank the SB Club of Bentham for 
their very kind and generous donation of 
£130, which will cover the cost of a set 
of bell muffles. Thank you! 
Leila Atkinson (Tower Captain) 
Low Bentham 
 

Kay Knits - 2018 Update 
I would like to thank all the folk who             
visited Rachael’s shop (Bentham Gallery 
with Ker-boom Ltd) to view and purchase 
my knitwear. Pre-Christmas sales totalled 
£160 which was donated to St John the 
Baptist Church and the Victoria               
Institute - £80 each. Come and see the 
new lines - ponchos, waistcoats, tabards 
and much more. As before, all proceeds 
from sales will go to the Church and the               
Institute. 
Many thanks, Kay Piper 
 

Notices 
 

Bentham Carnival 
It's that time of year again, when the               
Carnival team have to start thinking of              
sunshine, music and fairground games.             
We will be holding our Annual General 
Meeting on 6th February 2018, at 7pm in the 
Black Bull. That's when we start all over 
again. Anybody is welcome to the meeting 
and we would love to see you there - why 
not join the team?    
Mike Redfern 
 

Bentham Community Youth Cafe  
AGM  
19th March 2018  
5.30pm at the Youth Cafe  
All welcome 
Starting with coffee and biscuits 

Springfield Bowling Club – 
AGM 
Attention Springfield Bowling Club             
Members. The Annual General Meeting 

will take place in the pavilion, Wednesday 
21st  February at 7pm. Election of officers for 
the new season will take place at this               
meeting. Please notify the secretary, Helen 
Cross on 015242 80079 of any nominations 
for Officers or items for inclusion in the                 
Agenda. 

BN welcomes all notices for this 
page which can include charity 

and personal thanks, for sale items 
and also announcements of                 

engagements, marriages, births 
and deaths. 
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January’s Town Council 
By Howard Matthew 

Councillors in attendance were Adams 
(Chairman), Faraday, Marshall,  Swales, 
Stannard, Townson and Vendy. Apologies 
were received from Councillors Bridgeman, 
Handford, Pritchard, Taylor and County 
Councillor Ireton. District Councillors 
Thompson and Brockbank were also there. 

‘Bring Sites’ 

These are the sites located at a central 
point where recyclable articles can be left 
for collection. The High Bentham site is 
located at Grasmere Close Car Park. This 
site is scheduled to be removed on 20th 
January. Councillor Stannard felt this was a 
bad move as the site is well used and he 
was concerned that this would result in 
further fly tipping. D Councillor Thompson 
added that there was already an issue of fly             
tipping on Grasmere Drive. D Councillor 
Brockbank pointed out that although the 
decision had been taken, it was still possible 
to contact Craven District Council and                
object.  

Police Report   

A detailed police report can be found on 
page 23. An important point to make was 
that Craven had the lowest crime rate in the 
country.   

Coffee Mornings 

D Councillor Brockbank reported on an 
issue she had discovered relating to Friends 
of Bentham Library. This concerned Public 
Liability – for example a group organising 
the Town Hall Coffee Morning would be 
liable for any issues which occurred at the 
event. This would be true of any event             
organised by that group. She advised             
organizations to check their public liability 
cover.  

Local Plan  

Comments have now been sent to the 
Secretary of State and a submission has 
been made for Local Green Space. This did 
not include possible employment use. The 
Council discussed this issue and felt that 
this had been ignored as no one was aware 
that the Town Council had changed its            

request for mixed use. Representation could 
be made before 13th February 2018. The 
Council proposed that this should be               
challenged and this was put to the vote and 
agreed.  

Flood Prevention 

Action was taken on pursuing improving 
the Church Beck and the gullies on                
Goodenber Road. There will now be a             
sandbag store in Low Bentham.  

Highway Matters 

Street lighting improvements are going 
ahead, beginning with Wenning Avenue. 
Improvements are to be made to the foot-
path along the river, near the fish farm.           
Repairs will take place next to Low                     
Bentham Car Park.  

Charges for Website Entries  

It was agreed to charge for all website 
entries not just for accommodation.  

Celebration of the Bentham Victoria Cross 
Recipients 

The paving stones recording the two men 
who received VCs during the First World 
War will be arriving at the end of January 
and there was a discussion around how this 
should be celebrated. A small group was set 
up to organise this and report back.  It was 
pointed out in discussion that these were 
the only two awarded in the whole of             
Craven District. 

 

Planning Decisions 
The following planning applications were 
considered and all were agreed:- 

2017/18716/FUL Erection of L-shaped 
stable block, consisting 2 stables and small 
feed area on land adjacent to Green Smithy, 
Mewith, Bentham 
 

2017/18792/FUL Change of use of land 
for siting of 8 holiday lodges at Bentham 
Golf Club, Robin Lane, High Bentham 
 

2017/18815/HH Removal of ground 
floor bay window at rear and erection of 
single storey dual pitched roof extension at 
34 Goodenber Road, High Bentham 
 

2017/18828/LBC Replacement windows 
to front elevation at Little Clifford, Clifford 
Hall, Burton in Lonsdale. 
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Police News 
Hello again from PC 830 Babs Parsons, your                      
Neighbourhood Officer covering the Bentham and Ingleton area. 
This is my latest report to keep you updated on recent crimes 
and incidents in Bentham and the surrounding area.                   
 

Recent Crimes in Bentham: On 02/12/17 there was a report of a 
domestic assault in High Bentham. This is under investigation. Overnight 02/12/17 - 
03/12/17 a bakery in High Bentham was broken into by forcing a rear window open. Cans 
and cartons of soft drinks and a head torch were stolen.  On the same night there was an 
attempt to break a lock on a wooden door on another bakery in High Bentham but entry 
was not gained. Local CCTV shows 4 youths (2 with torches) with their hoods up in the 
vicinity around 02:00-03:00hrs. Enquiries are ongoing. On 10/12/17 there was a report of a 
domestic assault in High Bentham. An adult male was arrested and interviewed. On both 
15/12/17 and 19/12/17 there was a report of an assault in Low Bentham. Both are under 
investigation. On 04/01/18 there was a report of an assault in Low Bentham. A male youth 
was arrested and interviewed. 
 

And Elsewhere in the Area:  Overnight 06/12/17 - 07/12/17 a red Honda quad bike was 
stolen from a farm near Austwick. Overnight 11/12/17 - 12/12/17 two 6ft wooden gates total 
value £500 were stolen from Bentham Road, Ingleton. Overnight 30/12/17-31/12/17 a               
wooden 5 bar gate value £200 was stolen from Burton-in-Lonsdale. Thanks to information 
from a member of the public on 13/12/17 three males from Blackburn were arrested                  
following a theft of alcohol from Ingleton Co-op. Two of the males were charged with theft 
and one of the males was disqualified from driving. 
 

Anyone with information that could assist in any of these enquiries should contact us on 
101, select option 2, and ask for Pc 830 Barbara PARSONS. You can also email me at                
Barbara.parsons@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk  

If you wish to remain anonymous, remember you can pass information to Crime Stoppers 
on 0800 555 111. 

January sees the launch of our Freeze on Fraud campaign. In line with the January sales 
and the increase in online shopping, the campaign aims to raise awareness of the threats 
posed by fraudsters and to help you to understand some simple steps you can take to           
prevent falling victim to this type of crime. Throughout January we will be releasing some 
short videos around fraud, which include some tips from DI Jon Hodgeon, Head of 
Fraud at North Yorkshire Police, and also some real life stories from North Yorkshire 
victims of fraud. Put a FREEZE ON FRAUD this January and keep criminals out in the 
cold. Visit https://northyorkshire.police.uk/freezeonfraud for more information. 
And finally a good news story ….. earlier this month a 20 year old from Bradford was 
sentenced to 2 years and nine months at Bradford Crown Court following the theft of a 
Yamaha quad from a garage in Austwick on the evening of 24/07/17. The defendant had 
led officers on a prolonged pursuit on roads in Yorkshire before dumping the bike and 
trying to hide in a bush. He drove the wrong way around a roundabout on the A629 and 
mounted a grass verge as he tried to take a right-hand bend. As he reached Silsden he 
drove at 54mph in a 30mph zone before his wheels left the ground as he entered a housing 
estate. He abandoned the bike but was found hiding in bushes by a police dog. The court 
was also told that on 02/11/17 the occupier of a house on Thackeray Road in Ravenscliffe, 
Bradford, returned home to find the defendant trying to open the door of her property 
with a set of mole grips.  The defendant was sentenced to two years and nine months in a 
young offenders institution and banned from driving for two years.  

Contact Information: 
 

1 Ring 999 in emergency or to report a crime in progress 
2 Ring 101 to report incidents or provide information 

3 Ring Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111 if you want to remain anonymous 
4 E-mail barbara.parsons@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 

5 E-mail SNACraven@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk   
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Events in February 
Town Hall Codes: TB Ballroom LH Lower 
Hall WR Wenningdale Room  Others:  
PP Pioneer Projects LW Looking Well 
 

Thurs 1st  Town Hall, 9.30-10.30am, 
 Pilates.  And 8th & 22nd.  LH 
 7-10pm, High  Bentham WI. LH. 
 PP, Looking Well, 1-4pm Art Shed. 
 Community Art. And  8th &  22nd. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm
 Welcome-In. Dominoes and tea for 
 all ages, for transport contact 
 Anthony on 63156.  And 15th. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Bat ’N’ 
 Chat. And every Thurs.  
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of  
 Dance.  And every Thurs. term time. 
Fri 2nd PP, Looking Well, 10.30am-1pm, Art 
 Skills Development for details  
 tel 62672. And 9th & 23rd. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Fri. 
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Vintage Pop—Sue and Dave 
 Town Hall, 5.30-6.30pm, Dance 
 rehearsal. And 9th & 23rd. LH. 
 7.30-10pm, Bentham Show Annual  
 Quiz, Val 61606/John 07540181524. TB 
Sat 3rd Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Hedgehog 
 Rescue Coffee Morning.  TB. 
 PP, Looking Well,  11am-1pm,Panto 
 prop making workshops. And 10th. 
 Footpath, Clougha Pike, 5.5 miles, 
 Alison Kinder &  Colin Stroud, 07847 
 893111. See page 27.  
Sun 4th Town Hall, 2-10pm, Panto rehearsal. 
 TB. 
Mon 5th PP, Health Walks for Women, 
 meet 9.20am at Lairgill Car Park.  
 And 12th, 19th & 26th. 
 PP, Looking Well, Monthly Carers 
 group with Making Art for those 
 with memory loss  both 10.15am- 
 12.15pm, ring 62672 for details. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Office Open. And every Mon. not 
 bank holidays. 
 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Mon. Not bank hols. 
 4-6pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance. And every Mon in term time. 
 6.15-7.45pm, Tai Chi. And every 
 Mon in term time. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11.30am, 
 Toddle In for children aged 1-4 and 
 Parents/carers. And every Mon. 
 Town Hall, 1-4pm, Indoor Bowls, TB. 

 And 19th & 26th..  
 7 for 7.30pm, Council meeting, LH. 
Tues 6th PP, Looking Well, 10.30am, 
 Looking Well Tuesday Café and Art 
 Activities. Community Lunch at 
 1pm with Soup. And every Tues. 
 Creative Writing Group in the library, 
 11.30-1pm.  And every Tues. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Office 
 Open. And every Tues. 
 3.45-9pm, Helen Howard School of  
 Dance.  And every Tues term time. 
 Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Craft Club.  
 And every Tues. WR. 
 9-10am Mature Movers LH. And 20th 
 & 27th. 
 10.15-11.45am, Contemporary Ballet 
 LH. And 20th & 27th. 
 6.30-9pm, Slimming World. And 
 20th & 27th. LH. 
 7-8pm, Aerobics. And 20th & 27th.TB. 
Wed 7th Town Hall, 10-11am,  
 Pre-schoolers. And 21st & 28th.  LH. 
 7-8pm, Clubbercise, LH. And 21st & 
 28th. 
 7-9pm, Panto. TB 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon. Post 
 Office Services. And every Wed. 
 11.30am-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Wed. 
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance. And every Wed. in term time. 
 PP, Looking Well, PP, Looking Well, 
 2-4pm, Art for All Art Group. And  
 every Wed. 
 Footpath, Endmoor Circular, 5.5 
 miles, Kate Rowe, 51402. See page 27. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11.30am,  
 Coffee Morning. Donations to local 
 Charities. And every Wednesday. 
Thurs 8th Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm, 
 Knit and Natter.  Knitting group for 
 any ability, help available.  And 22nd. 
Fri 9th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern.  Exercise with Sally. 
 Town Hall, 2-3pm, MP Surgery,  
 Julian Smith. Community Room. 
Sat 10th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, 
 CommunityLink Café Coffee 
 Morning. TB. 
 Vic Inst., 10am-12noon, Book Swap. 
 And every 2nd Sat.  
 Town Hall, 10am-6pm, Panto Set Up. 
 TB. 
Sun 11th Town Hall, 2-10pm, Panto Dress 
 Rehearsal TB. 
Mon 12th Town Hall, 6-10pm, Panto Dress 
 Rehearsal. TB. 
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 7.30pm, Open Space Committee 
 Meeting. Community Room.  
 Old School, Lowgill, 8pm, Lowgill 
 Sports AGM. 
 

BENTHAM NEWS DEADLINE 
 

Tues 13th Bentham Community Library, 
 2pm, Book Group.  
 Methodist Church, 2.15pm, Bright 
 Hour with Joyce Park. 
 Town Hall, 7-10pm, Panto Technical 
 Rehearsal. 
Wed 14th Bentham Community Library,  
 11am—12pm, Under 5s Storytime 
 with art activity.  And 28th. 
 Town Hall, 7.30pm, PANTO 
 PERFORMANCE. TB. See page 2. 
 Ingleton Community Centre, 10am -
 12noon.  CAB. Second and 4th Wed  
Thurs 15th, Town Hall, 7.30pm, PANTO 
 PERFORMANCE. TB. 
Fri 16th, Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Music from Jo Martin and  
 Friends. 
 Town Hall, 7.30pm, PANTO 
 PERFORMANCE. TB. 
Sat 17th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Youth 
 Café Coffee Morning TB. 
 6.30pm, PANTO PERFORMANCE, TB 
 Hornby Inst., 10am-4pm, second hand 
 Book fair, wide range of categories, 
 classical CDs. 
Sun 18thTown Hall,  9am—12noon, Panto  
 (tidying up). 
Mon 19th PP, Looking Well, Making Art. 
 For those with Memory Loss and 
 their carers, 10.15am-12.15pm. Tel 
 62672 for details. And 26th. 
Wed 21st Ingleton Community Centre, 10am 
 -12noon.  CAB. Second and 4th Wed  
 PP, Looking Well, 8-9.30pm, 
 Singing for all. Tel. David Burbidge 
 01539 621166 for further details.  
Thurs 22nd, Footpath, The Helm, Old 
 Hutton, 7 miles, Mary & Kate Taylor, 
 61672. See page 27. 
Fri 23rd Town Hall, 8pm, Film Group TB. 
 See page 24.  
 7-9pm, Bentham Footpath Group 
 Open Business Meeting. WR. 
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Pet Rescue—Sue Arnott. 
Sat 24th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, LASRUG 
 Coffee Morning TB 
 Methodist Church, 7.30pm, Saturday 
 Night Live with visit of Newbiggin On  
 Lune chapel family. 
Mon 26th Methodist Church, 7.30pm, 
 Ewecross Historical Society, Ian 

 Hodgkinson : Ague -  A History of 
 Malaria in the North West. Visitors £3. 
Tues 27th Footpath, Holme/Kendal (bus 
 return, 9/12 miles, Ed & Sue Badley, 
 62505. See page 27. 
Wed 28th PP, Looking Well, 7.30-9.30pm, 
 BEST Green Café, see page 35. 
 

**BENTHAM NEWS PUBLISHED**  
 

Sat 3rd March, Town Hall, 10am-12noon, 
 Christian Aid Coffee Morning TB. 
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F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 
01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

 

MARK WATSON 
HOME & GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 
 

 
Gardening 

and landscaping services,  
mowing, strimming. Hedge cutting, fencing, 

paving, turfing and power washing.  
Loft insulating and pointing. 

 

07759680938   07759680943 
015242 62038 

 Settle Chimney  
Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  
Sweeping Service. 

Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls, Carbon  
Monoxide Detectors Supplied & Fitted. 
National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683  
Mob. 07815 285321  

MEL BOOTH 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

07825749631 
 

GENERAL HANDYMAN,  
GARDEN MAINTENANCE,   

GREAT RATES. 

Bentham Film Group 
By Stella Hall 
On Friday 23rd February 2018  Bentham Film Group will be showing in             
Bentham Town Hall the inspiring film 'A United Kingdom' (Cert 12A). 

This is a 2016 British biographical drama based on the true-life romance 
of King Seretse Khama of modern-day Botswana (played by David 
Oyelowo) and his loving but controversial marriage to a British white 
woman, Ruth Williams (played by Rosamund Pike), the London office worker he                
married in 1948. They faced fierce opposition from their families and the British and 
South African governments. Seretse and Ruth defied them all, transforming their nation 
and inspiring the world. 

As usual, the film starts at 8pm and tickets cost £5 on the door. There will be a raffle 
and refreshments in the interval. 
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Bentham Community 
Primary School 
By Mrs Claire Pearson, Headteacher  
As Headteacher, I was recently lucky enough 
to be involved in a residential visit to Neil 
Bank in Ilkley with children in Years 3 and 4.  
The trip was organised by Class 4’s teacher, 
Miss Vicky Thwaite, who only recently was a 
finalist in the Lancaster Guardian’s 
‘Inspirational Teacher of the Year’ Award. 
Also accompanying children on this visit, 
which for some was their first time away 
from home without parents, was our Vice-
Chair of Governors, Mrs Sue Yardy.  The 
visit was a huge success and everyone                
involved thoroughly enjoyed both the               
experience and activities provided.  The           
children were an absolute credit to both the 
school and the local community. 

Here is a quick round up of what each 
class is learning about this term to give you 
a flavour of the topics being covered in 
school.  Nursery children are enjoying              
exploring their new look classroom, where 
the provision has been reorganised to              
ensure it meets the needs of our youngest 
children and captures their imagination 
and interests.  Our new teacher, Miss           
Denby, is enjoying getting to know our 
children and their families.  In Class 1, our 
Reception children are finding out more 
about homes around the world and                   
comparing them to their own homes, as 
well as taking the opportunity to explore 
‘Winter’ whenever the temperature drops 
and there is evidence of ice and frost.  It is 
all about ‘Extreme Environments’ in Class 
2, where children are finding out about 
different environments such as the                 
rainforest or polar regions.  They will be 
exploring the climate and weather and 
learning how to read maps.  Children in 
Class 3 are learning about the same topic 
and their music lessons with Mr Waugh 
will link to rainforest inspired music.  They 
will also be finding out more about Fair 
Trade food and where food comes from.  In 
Class 4 children are comparing and                    
contrasting Barcelona and Liverpool.             
The Beatles, Spanish Tapas and Spanish 
artists are all being explored. At the top of 

the school, our children in Class 5 are also                
comparing these two cities, whilst creating 
art in the style of Andy Warhol and               
learning about space and the solar system.  
As you can see, there is a wide variety of 
learning taking place across the school. 

In January, children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 
visited a Mosque and Gurdwara in             
Bradford and they thoroughly enjoyed 
learning more about different religions and 
the importance of cultural diversity in            
communities.  Later the same day, children 
visited The Media and Science Museum, 
where they took part in a series of                     
educational scientific workshops.   

Thank you to everyone who attended the 
Friends of Bentham School’s Coffee                 
Morning at the Town Hall on Saturday 13th 
January.  Every penny raised continues to 
help and support every child in every class. 

Our new 30 hour Nursery Provision has 
proved to be a great success and feedback 
from parents has been extremely positive. 
We will be considering opening this                
provision to more children in the future as 
we are aware that there are more children 
and parents who wish to access this                
provision. We would encourage those            
parents with children approaching Nursery 
age, who are considering enrolling their 
child at our Nursery, to contact the school 
to place their child on the waiting list.  
Whilst we do still have a few places                  
available, these are filling up quickly.  If 
you would like to visit the school and have 
a look around, or indeed discuss a potential 
in-year transfer, please do not hesitate to 
contact the School Office on 015242 61412. 

As mentioned in previous articles,               
we currently have a vacancy for a co-opted 
Governor on our Board.  If you are                 
interested in this demanding yet rewarding 
role and would like to discuss being a            
Governor in more detail, please do not           
hesitate to contact the school.  

Finally, did you know that the school has 
a number of rooms for hire?  These are 
available during the daytime and                     
on a number of evenings and are priced 
very competitively. Again, for more                          
information, please contact the school.  
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All joinery work  

Undertaken 
 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 
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Walks in February 
By Kate Rowe 

 As with all organisations,                    
Bentham Footpath group would not 
exist without volunteers, in our case 
to plan and lead walks as well as the other 
organisational positions. We are lucky that 
someone was willing to be the new pro-
gramme planner, not an easy job to do. But 
it made me think of other              members 
who are no longer able to walk with us. I 
hope they know that their             contribu-
tions to the group are not                      for-
gotten, and neither are they. 

     Our Open Business Meeting is now                 
confirmed as Friday 23rd, not Friday 16th, 
at 7pm in the Wenningdale Room.     

All walks meet at Lairgill at 9.30. Mud is 
likely to be encountered at this time of 
year! 

     Our first February walk of 5.5 miles 
starts from Rigg Lane car park Quernmore 
on Saturday 3rd. We firstly walk along a 
gravel track, and continue up a steepish, 
direct route up to the trig point on 
Clougha Pike. From the top we return via 
Conder Head to the head of Littledale. 
Skirting the top of Cragg Wood we then 
pick up a gravel track, go across Ottergear 
Bridge and return to the car park. 

    On Wednesday 7th we park at                      
Crooklands and follow the canal north, 
leaving it to reach Stainton. Crossing fields 
we arrive in Endmoor and follow Peasley 
Beck back to the start. 

     On Thursday 22nd we'll park at the 
Punch Bowl, Barrows Green, cross the 
road to follow the narrow Helm Lane for a 
mile then turn right along footpaths to the 
B6254. We turn east for 20 yards, then into 
Strictly Farm Lane, left over a stile and 
along field paths past Blease Hall to cross 
the road at Middleshaw. After following 
the lane we then turn right to Old Hutton 
and cross the road to Beck Side.                       
Continuing almost south to Popplemire 
Lane, we go left to a junction, turn right 
then right again along a stony bridleway.           

Crossing over a footbridge to 
Birkrigg Park we continue to the 
right along this narrow road to 
Halfpenny then left across the 
fields to Helm Lane,  7 miles. 

   There is an option of 9 or 12 miles 
on Tuesday 27th, starting on the canal at 
the southern end of Holme village,                  
following its course all the way to Canal 
Head in Kendal. It is almost level and has 
many interesting features of canal                   
architecture, such as the tunnel at                   
Hincaster and the aqueduct in Sedgewick. 
There is also the slightly surreal experience 
of seeing totally redundant bridges in the 
middle of fields. For anyone wanting to do 
the shorter 9 miles there is an alternative 
finish through Levens Park. Both walks 
finish with a bus ride back on the 555 so 
bring your bus pass or some money. 

    Advance notice of a 7.5 mile walk                 
on Sunday March 4th to Fox's Pulpit. 
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deadline for applying for LEADER funding 
is 3rd September 2018 with a final project 
completion deadline of March 2019 - although 
don't leave your project until the last minute! 

Grants are available from £5,000 up to 
£150,000, and projects must align with one of 
the six LEADER priorities of business growth, 
tourism, culture, rural services, forestry or 
farming. Full details of the Yorkshire Dales 
LEADER Programme, including contact              
details for the LEADER Co-ordinator; Rima 
Berry, are available on the website 
www.yorkshiredalesleader.co.uk 

Digital Advantage: 

Businesses who may need a helping hand 
when considering investment in new digital 
equipment or services can now benefit from 
'Digital Advantage', a new funding pro-
gramme available across Craven. This offers 
grants of between £1,000 and £5,000 to cover 
40% of the consultancy costs associated with 
identifying and improving the digital capacity 
of a business. The grants can be used to sup-
port a range of improvements such as: photo 
and video content creation, mobile optimisa-
tion, creating a bespoke digital marketing 
strategy and designing a new telephony sys-
tem. 

Available across the whole of Craven, the 
scheme is managed by 'CU Scarborough', part 
of Coventry University. Further information 
on the scheme, including contact details for 
support in applying for a grant, find on http://  
www.cuebusinesssolutions.comdigital 

 

News From Our Neighbours 
Settle Photographic Group  
Monday 5th February 7.30pm Townhead Court, 
Settle. Limestone Landscapes - a talk by Andy 
Latham 
Andy previously visited SPG back in 2014 to talk 
about landscape photography, following his              
successful exhibition at the Folly in Settle. 
Monday 18th February 7.30pm Townhead Court, 
Settle. How to Judge a Picture (Part 2) 
A practical evening to help develop those skills.  
Gallery: Street Life 
Thursday 22nd February : Visit to RSPB               
Silverdale 10.00am Silverdale, near Arnside 
The RSPB reserve at Silverdale is a fascinating 
place, and the hides provide an ideal ‘indoors if 
wet’ option. Check website for details nearer the 
time. www.settlephotos.org 

Jazz in Hornby 
Saturday 3rd March `Deco Delight` led by                 
drummer Peter Eddowes and featuring Rosie 
Harrison, clarinet and vocals. You may remember 
that Rosie came as part of the Mike Lovell band 
and knocked us all flat with her singing. I`m               
delighted that she is involved with DD. 

And much later in the year, Saturday, 
24th November, Tim Kliphius is 
back with the trio. 

Sherlock Holmes 
By Andy Ive 

On 3rd February there will be an 
evening of Sherlockian entertainment in St Mary’s 
Church, Ingleton, at 7.30pm, replacing the             
postponed show in 2017. 

This is a one man show by acclaimed actor 
Jonathan Goodwin, who stars in ‘The Singular 
Exploits of Sherlock Holmes’. The show features 
the great detective recounting highlights of his 
crime-busting career. It also includes                             
autobiographical snippets concerning his life and 
times, the adversaries he has faced and mysteries 
he has solved. 

It is particularly relevant to this area as the 
name Sherlock Holmes was based on the names 
of the Sherlock family based in Liverpool and 
Ingleton, and the Holmes Tanneries in the 
bottoms by the river. 

The show is an affectionate one-man homage 
to the world’s greatest detective that includes 
quick costume changes, humour and audience 
participation. 

The show is presented by ‘Don’t Go Into The 
Cellar!’ Theatre Company, the British Empire’s 
finest practitioners of theatrical Victoriana in a 
macabre vein! 

Tickets are £6 and available on the door.             
Refreshments will be available in the               
interval, and a prize will be awarded for the best 
costume of the late 1800s worn on the night. 

 Craven Council …Continued from page 3 
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Stamp Collecting,               
Afternoon Teas And 
Kind Donations! 
By Felicity Hey 

The Progressive Supranuclear Palsy               
Association (PSPA), or Grahame’s Charity 
as we call it, has benefited again from the 
generosity of many Bentham people.               
Christine at Temptations is still the central 
collection point for the used stamps the 
Association collects and to date we have 
been able to send seven kilos - a very large 
quantity of stamps! Please keep taking them 
to Temptations, trimmed no less than a 
quarter of an inch around the stamp;               
£11 a kilo is raised from these. 

A casual idea of hosting afternoon teas at 
Old Pottery Barn to raise funds for                   
Grahame’s Charity really took off, with            
parties of between 5 and 18 guests enjoying 
home baked savouries, pastries, cakes and 
scones. This benefited all involved - I love 
baking, discovering new recipes and trying 
out fresh ideas, the guests had a happy           
afternoon with their friends, and the charity 
funds received a boost. Taking this a step 
further, I shall be doing a Late Spring                
Afternoon Tea Party at Bentham Town Hall 
on Saturday 12th May 2018, 3-5pm.               
Booking is essential but, with the variety of 
tables at the Town Hall, we should be able 
to cater for all sizes of parties, from a single 
guest to a large group. The cost will be 
£10.00 per head and special diets can be 
accommodated (maybe not Slimming 
World!). Further details in April’s BN. 

Finally, thanks to             
the very generous             
donation from the             
Bentham Women’s             
Social Services, we have 
been able to send a total 
of £1,800 towards                   
research last year.                 

Thank you Bentham! 
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North Craven Network 
 By Andy Ive 

In the last issue of the three local newsletters, I submitted an article asking for local clubs, 
societies, regular events, trusts, transport groups etc etc to submit details to go in a dossier 
to be printed. Out of a possible 200 of these, I have got 10 replies. Not a good result, so I 
am publishing it again here. 

It is hoped that by mid 2018, we will be able to produce a catalogue of ALL                       
organisations, regular events and societies in Bentham and Ingleton. This will be issued to 
all residents to help with overcoming medical and emotional issues as well as loneliness 
and isolation. 

This will cover: 

• Charities 

• Health organisations 

• Sporting and hobby clubs (anything from dominoes, to allotments to football) 

• Regular meetings of any interest groups (such as refugee support, Libraries) 

• Transport details 

• Youth societies and clubs 

• Any assistance groups (e.g. volunteer handyman services) 

• Commercial agencies assisting vulnerable people 

• CDC contact details 

• Local medical trust contacts and information 

• Faith groups 

• Communication groups (Internet, magazines, online diaries) 

• Regular social events (music sessions, concerts, book clubs) 

With this in mind we ask you to supply the details of any organisation you have 
knowledge of: name of group, aim of group, regular meeting places and times                    
(if applicable), contact person(s),  phone/mobile/email/website (if applicable).  

If you do not wish to give a named person, a contact of some kind should be included.  

 Email Andy Ive andyive69@googlemail.com 

Bentham News now has 32 pages of colour in which we can print  

colour photographs by local people of local events. So don’t forget to send 
them in and let us know what your club, team, or group is doing!  

info@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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A View To A Hill 
 

Are there fairies at the bottom of your  

   garden?  

Or elves or even gnomes? 

I’ve got some fairly rotten boxes and  

   they are right outside my home!      
 

There used to be a lovely view,  

But suddenly now there are two… 

Steel boxes and an orange tarp, 

Provided (kindly) by the auction mart! 
 

Where once we could see sheep and fields,  

I’ve got a wall of poorly painted steel! 

This is what I now observe,  

I can’t even feed the birds!  
 

The tarpaulin catches in the wind,  

It flaps and makes an awful din.  

It drives away my feathered friends,  

And drives this granny round the BEND!! 
 

Are there fairies at the bottom of your  

   garden?  

Well that’s nice to know! 

Because I’ve got these rotten boxes,  

And it is time for them to go!   
 

Joni Weekley 

Disgruntled granny 

Advertise for an entire quarter  

in Bentham News for free  

inclusion on the website’s  

directory for the same quarter 
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Bentham Parish Church 

Families@4 
By Maggie Bruno 

Families@4 is an exciting children and              
family activity of Bentham Parish Church 
which is held in the Youth Café in Bentham 
on the 4th Saturday of the month from 4pm 
– 6pm. We usually start with an activity 
session, then a short film or talk, and finish 
up with a hot meal for everyone. It costs 
nothing and we welcome all families in the 
parish.  

Our 2018 dates for the next 6 months are: 

 Saturday 27th January  

 Saturday 24th February  

 Saturday 24th March  

 Saturday 28th April  

 Saturday 26th May  

 Saturday 23rd June  

In addition, there will be an extra                  
Pancake Party on Tuesday 13th February  
4pm – 6pm with lots of fun and races for all 

the family….. and as many pancakes as you 
can eat!  

So… why not come along and see what’s 
happening, or if you prefer, contact                 
Rev Anne Russell on 015242 61609 / 07582 
572072 or Rev Tim Madeley 015242 80098 / 
07581561042. 
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By Lynda Graveson 

Everyone is welcome to 
our monthly creative 
workshops during 
Looking Well Tuesday 

art and craft sessions. On 13th and 20th 
February from 10.30 until 12.30 we will be 
running felt-making sessions. There is no 
need to book and there will be only a small 
charge for materials used. Optional                  
community lunch is served at 1pm.                 
Bentham Community Library runs              
fortnightly Storytime sessions with craft                
activity for under 5s, the next Storytime will 
be on Wednesday 14th February at 11am.        
In December the library volunteers enjoyed 
their Christmas gathering and toasted a 
successful first few months in their new 
home (above). 

It’s that time of year again for Saturday 
Panto prop-making workshops for                    
Bentham’s annual pantomime. Workshops 
are great fun and open to all. See diary 
dates for details. 

The Carers group continues for people 
who care for someone living with                 
dementia. The next session is on Monday 
5th February. This group, which has now 
been running for over 4 years, is of                   
enormous support to a large number of 

local people. 

Quotes from group members:  

   I learn from other people, I share my              
worries and concerns. 

   I always leave the sessions wishing they 
could go on for longer. 

The fact that I can attend these sessions 
knowing that the person I care for is safely and 
happily occupied downstairs is a sheer bonus. 

These monthly sessions are held at the 
same time as a group for the people that are 
being cared for which allows everyone to 
attend.  

Volunteer opportunities - We are always 
looking for volunteers. If you are interested 
in helping in the library, gardening,               
preparing and serving community lunches, 
supporting the work of our dementia 
groups, community art sessions or delivery 
of creative sessions in local care homes, 
please get in touch.  

For more information on any of the 
above, please telephone 015242 62672 or 
email office@pioneerprojects.org.uk 

Your Advert In Colour 
 From just £23, why not make  

your advert stand out?    Email 
ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk  
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Top London Choir To 
Visit Settle 17th And 
18th February 
By Paul Kelly 

The St Cyprian’s Singers are                      
performing music by Byrd, Bainton, 
Bairstow and Stanford at Holy                 
Ascension (Settle Parish) Church on 
Saturday 17th February at 6pm.                
Tickets are £10 on the door. 

The following day they will sing 
Howells and Purcell at the Parish               
Eucharist Service, also at Holy                 
Ascension Church at 10am. 

The St Cyprian’s Singers were 
founded in 2012 and its membership is 
drawn largely from men and women 
who were choral scholars at                       
university. They have quickly become 
one of the leading mixed voice church 
choirs in London, and have recently 
toured to great acclaim in both Europe 
and the USA. 

If you like English Choral music this 
weekend holds a treat in store for you.  
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New Life For A  
Dales Farm 
By Rachel Benson 

Six years ago, after 27 years in 
Harrogate living in a mid-terraced Victori-
an house with a small yard, Mike & Rachel 
Benson moved to Broadrake, a 4-acre hold-
ing in upland sheep farming country near 
Chapel-le-Dale, with a traditional Dales                      
farmhouse, and a redundant barn in need 
of renovation. 

They decided to give their holding a 
new and sustainable role by creating bunk-
barn accommodation in the old agricultural 
building - to provide an income - and by 
working to increase biodiversity on their 
small patch, which is set in the amazing 
landscape below the slopes of Whernside. 
Much of the land around Broadrake is a 
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). 

Six years on, the bunk-barn is in                   
operation, native tree plantings are well 
established, a wildlife pond is in place, and 
progress has been made towards creating 
an upland hay meadow. 

Rachel and Mike will tell the story of 
their exciting project, in words and                     
pictures, at the February Green Café. Do 
come along to Looking Well in King Street, 
on Wednesday 28th at 7.30 pm. Tea/coffee 
and delicious cake as always (donations 
appreciated) and a chance to ask questions 
and learn of plans for the future. 

Bentham News is published at New House, Mewith Lane, Bentham, by a voluntary                
editorial committee consisting of Shirley Brown, Kathleen Kelly, Ros Lloyd,                   
Howard Matthew, Anne Preston, Jane Proctor, Richard Wallace, Pam Woof, and             
Denise Henshaw—co-ordinator, who can be contacted on 015242 61515.                                
Emma Greenep works alongside Denise administering the advertising side of the             
paper and can be reached on ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk. Every effort is made to             
ensure that information contained in the paper is correct, however, Bentham News is an 
open access paper and views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the             
editorial committee. The committee reserves the right to edit contributions. We are willing 
to withhold names on request, but names, addresses and telephone numbers must accom-
pany  all  items  for publication. Please hand in to Emma’s Hair and Beauty in the Main 
Street or email to:- info@thebenthamnews.co.uk    

Copy deadline is 12th February for the March edition. Please note we cannot             
guarantee the inclusion of any articles after this date. We aim to acknowledge all emails, if 
you do not receive a reply to an email, contact us again, as it may not have been  received. 
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North Craven Taxi Bus 
By Marion Tweed-Rycroft, Stronger Communities Delivery Manager (Craven), 01609 532236 

Local people have been working with North Yorkshire County Council to make                 

improvements to community transport. The focus has been on the North Craven Taxi 

bus – never heard of it? Neither have many other residents.  

The taxi bus is an NYCC owned and operated accessible minibus operating from          

Bentham train station. The taxi bus provides bookable door to door transport across the 

area from Hornby to Chapel le Dale and from Ireby to Austwick.  

Some exciting changes are planned to help raise awareness of the bus, make it easier 

to book and cheaper to use. More details in the next edition of Bentham News.  
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Age Concern In December 
By Olive Calverley 

The month began with a visit from ‘Bentham Praise’ 
choir, who entertained us with a selection of Christmas 
music and poems. ‘The Twelve Days Of Christmas’ 
was illustrated with drawings held up by members of the choir and Age Concern.                  
Excellent! A shopping trip on 5th December enabled members to do some Christmas 
shopping, and the 8th December saw us making table decorations, helped by Michael 
Marshall, who loves working with flowers and greenery. We came in party clothes on 
15th December to enjoy a Christmas lunch prepared by our cook and her helpers. The 
tables looked very festive and the food was, as usual, DE-LI-CIOUS! Father Christmas 
visited and distributed gifts to all, helped by his ‘elf’. The entertainment was by ‘PRIMA’, 
a group of 5 students from the Royal              
Northern College of Music in Manchester. 
Cressida, Nadia, Ben, Ellen and Heather 
made beautiful music on flute, bassoon, 
French horn, clarinet and oboe and gave a 
mixed programme of classical and festive 
music including carols, pop, pieces                     
by Debussy and music 
from Carmen. They were  
warmly applauded and 
thanked. 

Learn to Drive with  

Sally Moore 
 

Your local, friendly  

Instructor 
 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 
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Don’t forget  
Bentham News  

deadline date is 12th   
February for the 
March edition 

Audio Bentham News 

Do you have trouble reading  

the BN? 

We provide a FREE Audio CD  

service for those who have  

difficulty with the written 

word. Just call 015242 61515 

or email  

info@thebenthamnews.co.uk 

with your name and address. 

Fancy A Flyer? 
Send your flyer hand delivered to Bentham 
residents in the BN for impact advertising.  

We also deliver to  central points in  
outlying villages and towns 

 
A5 or folded A4 flyer inserts 

£150 commercial and £75 charity 
 

Email info@thebenthamnews.co.uk  
or ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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Rotary Club of Lunesdale   
Bonanza Cake and Savoury Sale With Crafts 
By Lilian Barton 

By popular demand the club has been requested to repeat this very successful event.            
It will be held on Saturday 10th March in the Lunesdale Hall, Kirkby Lonsdale, from 
10am - 2pm. The sale offers a unique opportunity to buy a delicious home baked cake or 
a savoury option for Mum on Mothers Day and maybe a gift that is different for her from 
the hand made craft products on sale. Tea, coffee and freshly baked scones with jam and 
cream will be available during the morning. Why not treat yourself and have a chat with 
friends? A delicious selection of home made soups and bread will be available to buy for 
lunch. There will be 11 deserving charities taking part and each one will benefit from the 
sales of their products. Do please come and support them. Come early to be sure of the 
best  choices. If you would like to bake and donate a cake for the Rotary table, it would be 
most welcome. 

In the coming year the Club looks forward to welcoming many interesting speakers 
from all walks of life, visits to other Rotary Clubs and generally attending other various 
Rotary events including the District Conference in Penrith in March. 

On behalf of President Nigel and all the club members, a sincere and very big thank 
you to everybody who contributed to our local pre-Christmas collections with Father 
Christmas in his sleigh. A reminder that all the money collected goes to deserving local 
charities/causes. We wish you all a very Happy New Year.  

For information regarding The Rotary Club of Lunesdale telephone 015242 73166. 
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The PuncThe Punch Bowlh Bo 

Low Bentham 
 

Real Fire Real Food Real Ale 
 

Dishes made from fresh produce, locally 
sourced 

 
Dogs & Muddy Boots welcome 

 
Open all day from noon Tues –Sun 

 
Food served Tues-Sat 12-2 & 6-8.30 

Sunday -Traditional Roasts & full menu 

served all day to 8.30pm 
 

  Booking not essential but advisable 
at peak holiday times 

Tel 015242 61344 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

www.thepunchbowlbentham.co.uk 
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100,000 Trees For  

The Region 
By Sarah Pettifer, YDMT, 015242-51002 

This winter local charity Yorkshire 
Dales Millennium Trust (YDMT) will 
be working with partners including 
Yorkshire Dales National Park and 
Woodland Trust to plant more than 
100,000 trees across the region.                  
Together they will create 38 new 
woodlands covering 75 hectares as 
part of their aim to double the amount of broadleaf tree cover in the Dales by 2020, 
through the Dales Woodland Restoration Programme. 

Carol Douglas, YDMT Woodland Officer, said: ‘Trees and woodlands bring many long
-term benefits and are a vital part of the landscape.  But the UK is one of the least                  
wooded countries in Europe, and the Yorkshire Dales has less woodland than any other 
National Park in the UK.  Thanks to the support of landowners, partners and local               
communities, these young trees will grow to enrich the landscape and provide important 
habitats for our wildlife’. 

You can help the charity to continue this important work by dedicating a tree.  It’s a 
special way to commemorate a birth, wedding, anniversary or other occasion, or to               
remember the life of a loved one.  Visit www.ydmt.org/tree-gifts or call 015242 51002.  

LOGS LOGS LOGS 
Kiln Dried Firewood 

Seasoned Logs, Bags or Loads 
Cash and Carry  
Pick up Point 

 

Bentham Road, Ingleton 
 

Call David on:  015242 41521 
Mobile: 07713055404 

Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 
Mob: 07768 571407 

 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 

Community woodland planting in Hebden 
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COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 
MOB 07765 882579 

 

TAYLORS 
 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 
High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  
9.00am—5.00pm 
Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 
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What To Look For In February 
By Sue Halsall 

As I write this, we have had some very cold weather 
and this can be a disaster for one of our smallest birds, 
the wren. You don’t see them very much but you can 
hear them singing and calling – a short rattle sound 
from the undergrowth. They lose heat very quickly on 
cold nights so they roost together in bird boxes or tree 
holes. As many as 61 birds have been found crammed into one nest box. Help them out 
by feeding them small seeds or finely grated cheese. 

    You may also start to hear the drumming sound made 
by great spotted woodpeckers as they make contact with 
one another. Both sexes drum and they do this by                
striking a tree, from 10 – 40 times a second, each sound 
lasting a few seconds and it carries a long way. There is 
shock absorbent material at the base of the skull to             
prevent damage. They like woodland but I have heard 
them in large trees around the fields near Bentham.  

    Not many plants are flowering in February but you 
will notice catkins on some trees eg hazel and willow. 
These are the male flowers and release pollen into the air 
to be blown onto female 

flowers for pollination. The catkins have been                     
there for weeks but now they open up and hazel                 
catkins turn lemon yellow and goat willow catkins           

start green then turn 
grey and fluffy (pussy 
willow). Early signs 
of spring! 

 

   When sending photos to Bentham News 
please send the biggest resolution  

photo you can.  
Ideally at a resolution of 300 pixels/inch. 
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