
     

 

50P  DONATION APPRECIATED 

David Alder on Saturday 27th January, his last day as Bentham’s postmaster. 

People came in throughout the day to wish him well and join the                          

celebrations as he started his long awaited retirement.  Is it our imagination 

or does he look years younger already!? Continued on pages 6 and 7…... 

Photo by Allan Hartley 
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Spotlight On Local Businesses 
This month in our regular advertorial slot, BN is Spotlighting                          
‘Simply Delicious Outside Catering’ – a small local business that is 
growing in popularity and success because it is so good at what it does. 
This is Mandy’s story: 

    A lot of people know me because I ran the 
Black Bull in Bentham successfully from 2005 to 
2015. After leaving the pub I wanted to get into 
a different side of the catering world doing                
outside catering and events, so in January 2016    
I started ‘Simply Delicious’. The menus have            
developed as I have learned more about                 
people’s preferences and now we offer a wide 
range of catering. 

We do weddings.                     
Whether you have decided 
on a smaller gathering at your house or a larger                  
wedding in a marquee or village hall, we have done 
them all. We offer everything from canapes followed 
by a 3 course sit down meal, to an afternoon tea, a 
buffet then a BBQ, or bacon butties and chips in the 
evening. We have built our own collapsible bar so can 
also offer a bar service, welcome drinks, prosecco 
toasts, table wines and more. We also offer glass,           
crockery and tablecloth hire; so don’t hesitate to get in 
touch about your special day. Here’s what Cath, one of 
our wedding customers said: “Cannot thank Mandy and 
her team enough for making our daughter’s wedding              
breakfast and the evening food. When I first got in touch, I 
just knew Mandy was the right person for the job. She not 
only makes great food you just know that nothing is a             
problem and you don't have to worry about anything              
because she is on it! I can't tell you how many great                  
comments we have had about the meal, "best wedding meal 
ever" to "fabulous" and more. Not only that but also how 
friendly and polite the great staff were. We can't recommend 
your services highly enough. Thank you so much”. 

We also do house and garden parties.   
We like doing smaller celebrations too, 

and last year we catered at a garden party 
offering a Mediterranean style BBQ. This is 
what Frank had to say about that:                       
“Mandy provided the food for a summer party 
for 32 people in our garden. We agreed a bespoke 
BBQ menu of steak, koftas, chicken and                  
vegetable kebabs with salads and artisan bread, 
all from local suppliers. The service she provided 
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was excellent, through first discussions, setup and             
cooking on the night. We all loved the food and the              
bonus was no washing up as Mandy and her team took 
care of everything. We hope that she will do it again and 
highly recommend her friendly and efficient team.”   

   We catered for a dinner party at a local holiday 
cottage for 20 people, a fully waited sit down 3 
course meal, which was so much fun as they had a 
murder mystery night theme. And this is what 
Maria had to say: “Wow how professional and friendly 
you guys are! The food was "Simply Delicious”,                 
the service exceptional and helped make our night truly 
memorable and so           
special. If  anyone  is                                         
considering  caterers 
in the High Bentham 
area look no further 

as Mandy and Joely were absolutely brilliant!! Top class”. 

Over two years the business has built so much.                 
We cater at some great events including huge charity 
walks and cycling events in Horton in Ribblesdale for as 
many as 500 people. Bentham CARnival and Bentham 
bonfire night are two of our favourite local events.             
We have catered at christenings, funerals, birthdays,            
anniversaries, kids’ parties, office lunches, shoot lunches, 
church functions, family picnics and much more.                  
Last year we even catered for Christmas Eve buffets, 
Christmas Day family lunches delivered hot to your 
home, and Boxing Day buffets. We will be doing all these again this year and have              
already started taking bookings, so if you have any event you want catering for, please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch with me and I will help wherever I can. 

 

You can call on 015242-61525, email simplydeliciousbentham@gmail.com  

or message me on my Facebook page simplydeliciousbentham 
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Free Digital Skills Drop-In - 
Bentham Community Library 
Need help getting online but don't know where to turn 
for advice? 
Want to know more about email, social media, family history, 
word processing, spreadsheets, jobsearch or shopping online? 
Come along to our FREE Digital Skills drop-in at Bentham               
Community Library….. 
 

Wednesday 21st March & 25th April  9 am-12 noon  
Craven Adult Learning Office on 01609 780 780  

Email: south.adultlearning@northyorks.gov.uk   

Bentham Community Library, Pioneer Projects, King Street, Bentham, LA2 7HG  

Tel: 01609 534533 • Email: library@pioneerprojects.org.uk 

 

Mike Ramsay 
27th August 1947 - 17th January 2018 
By Emma and Kate Ramsay 
Married for 40 years, Mike met his wife, Fran, in Germany, while he was serving as a             
soldier with the Royal Signals and she was working in the NAFI. Both described the 
heavens colliding as they just knew they had met ‘The One’. Mike’s adventurous            
nature led to many odd tales of A.W.O.L excursions and nights sleeping in cowsheds! 

After working as a blacksmith for his Father-In–Law Joe Winn when he first arrived in 
Bentham, Mike constructed many features of the Bentham landscape as part of his legacy, 
which he would regularly point out on trips to the supermarket, expeditions with his 
friends, or visits to see his daughter Emma and her family in Carlisle. 

As a dedicated and long serving member of Bentham Angling Association, Mike was 
instrumental in the formation of the Lune Rivers’ Trust – working to cultivate and protect 
the local landscape and environment he loved. 

Mike always had time for, and could talk to anyone. Honest and forthright, he used 
wisdom and wit when engaged in conversation and was a real test of your knowledge on 
any subject. He believed that important issues could not be simplified into bullet points. 
Life was always substance over style. 

Diagnosed with chronic rheumatoid arthritis at only 35, Mike refused to be                     
characterised by physical limitations and developed his determined “Use It or Lose It” 
mentality which remained his mantra throughout the years. Despite being told he would 
be confined to a wheelchair within ten years of his diagnosis it is perhaps a measure of 
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the man that by the age of 70 he 
still hadn’t succumbed to that 
wheelchair. He believed to the end 
that he had led a blessed life, 
which had treated him well and he 
was so lucky to have enjoyed              
his time surrounded by love,             
and all the comforts he wanted           
(…tobacco & Netflix!!!) 

Throughout his life Mike loved 
to travel, with family, friends               
and on his own to places as                  
diverse as Myanmar, India,                
Austria, France, Germany and 
Spain. His adventures abroad 
were often rewarded at home 
when he entertained visiting 
friends from around the globe. 

Proudly delivering the local 
mail around Mewith for many years, 
Mike made many lifelong friends, in the process becoming a well-known character in the 
village. 

After taking early retirement, Mike’s later years were characterised by a shift from 
physical to mental exertion as he developed his perhaps lesser known, but equally             
credible skills in poetry, art, spiritualism and the mystic. 

Always drawn to the alternative side of life, Mike would often gleefully present               
controversial views on anything from global economics to cookery to spark the lively 
debates he thrived on – from advising his grandchildren the correct way to eat his                    
beloved welsh cakes to discussing the stock market or his travels in India - Mike was            
always up for a conversation. 

Fran sadly passed away in 2010, after Mike had selflessly cared for, and devoted               
himself to her throughout a long period of illness, giving everything at that stage of his 
life, and perhaps never fully recovering himself without her. His daughter Kate has 
helped him hugely since this time, caring for him and keeping him occupied with travels 
abroad, regular shopping trips and excursions to the theatre to name but a few of their 
adventures! 

Content to reach his “three score years and ten”, Mike enjoyed some very special times 
that year – a meal and catch up in the sunshine with family from Liverpool….. taking to 
the skies in a microlight to get a “bird’s eye” view of the rivers and the village that meant 
so much to him…. finally seeing what all the fuss was about and experiencing a Michelin 
Star meal with his family…….. and enjoying a house party for his 70th birthday which 
combined his love of music, conversation and some of his favourite people – some great 
memories. 

When he spoke, he taught – when he listened, he learned. 

Mike Ramsay - an inspiration for a life well lived. 

Special thanks to the doctors and staff at Bentham Surgery, Anne Russell, Jimmy                
Macdonald, and all who helped organise and attended Mike’s funeral on the 2nd                 
February – it was a memorable day, with a diverse group of wonderful people, many of 
whom travelled a long way to say their goodbyes – a perfect tribute to a wonderful man.  
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Post Office 
Moves ….. 
 

Photos by Allan Hartley 
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…..To Flowerfields.  Owner Pam Leak and visiting local MP Julian Smith . 

Photos by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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Support For Ex-Forces In 
North Yorkshire 
By Colleen Allwood  

Project Support and Volunteering Officer 
 

We are currently in the process of                   
disseminating information in the Craven area about this service that was launched in June 
2017. The Ex-Forces Support North Yorkshire service is for any Ex-Forces personnel over 
the age of 65, who served for any length of time or did National Service. It is fully funded 
by the MoD and will run  initially for 3 years to 2020.  

Our support has been developed to focus on improving overall wellbeing, reducing 
loneliness and isolation, and enabling ex-members of the Armed Forces to get out and 
about more often. The service is provided by a partnership of 15 charities, working across 
the North Yorkshire region to provide a person-centred approach to the support we                
provide.  

You can find out more about the project on our website:  

https://communityfirstyorkshire.org.uk/projects/ex-forces-support-north-yorkshire-aged
-veterans-fund/ 

 

Or by phoning: 01904 704177 ext. 247 (usual working days Tuesday to Friday)  

Or by email: colleen.allwood@communityfirstyorkshire.org.uk  

Or on Facebook: Ex-Forces Support North Yorkshire  

Or on Twitter: @ExForcesNYorks 
 

Below: past members of the Armed Forces, project staff and volunteers get to grips with learning 
new skills as part of the Ex-Forces Support North Yorkshire service   
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Bentham Community  
Bonfire Is Back In 2018! 
By Bryan Jeffs, Tim Stannard, Emma Greenep                    
and Liz Lister 

You may recall in the December 2017 edition of              
Bentham News that after six fantastic years the                 
Bentham Bonfire Committee decided that 2017 
would be their last year organising the event.  
Following a call for a new committee, we are 
pleased to announce that Bentham Community 
Bonfire will be going ahead in 2018. 

This year’s event will take place on Saturday 
27th  October - get the date in  your diary now! 

The bonfire and fireworks display is a                  
brilliant community event and we want to               
ensure we can put on a show for all ages to              
enjoy - one that lives up to previous years. But 
as ever, we need your help. It might seem a little 
early, but please get in touch if you would be 
interested in volunteering running a stall,             
becoming a sponsor or fundraising for the event. 

To help raise funds collection boxes are                  
located in local shops and pubs and we welcome any spare change, every single penny 
raised goes towards the event, both this year and in the future. 

Finally, we would like to thank Anna Miller, Lewis Yuill, Susie Byrne and                             
Marie St Pierre for handing over the reins of such a well organised and well-loved                   
community event. 

Please keep an eye out in Bentham News, on our website www.benthambonfire.org and 
on our Facebook page (BenthamBonfire) for further updates later in the year, or to get in 
touch please e-mail: guy@benthambonfire.org 

Photo by Allan Hartley  
 

Bentham News On Line – Check It Out 
By BN Committee 

BN’s new website is up and running, and certainly worth a look. Visit 

www.thebenthamnews.co.uk where you can read the latest BN, catch up on past copies, see 

‘extras’ like photos that we couldn’t fit into the printed version, items of current interest 

that would have been old news if they’d had to wait for the next edition and a dedicated 

page showing the current month’s events if you are out and about and want to see what’s 

on.  Our regular advertisers also appear in the alphabetical directory of local businesses, 

from accountants, through beauty and builders to computing and dentistry to gardening, 

health and wellbeing, logs, takeaways, vets, windows cleaners and much more. 

There is also the facility to subscribe so you won’t miss when the current edition is be-
ing uploaded!  It also means you will receive email notifications of all new posts which 
might include job vacancies, services required or items for sale, alerts and extras, and as 
it’s FREE it’s definitely worth a look.  
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Mandy’s Food Blog 
March, the month of Guinness, lucky               
Leprechauns and St Patrick’s Day. So this 
month I thought we could celebrate the Irish 
with some hearty Irish meals to bring you 
flavour without too much effort. 

 

Irish Stew 

1 tbsp sunflower oil 

200g smoked streaky bacon, preferably in 
one piece, skinned and cut into chunks 

900g stewing lamb, cut into large chunks 

5 medium onions, sliced 

5 carrots, sliced into chunks 

3 bay leaves 

Small bunch thyme 

100g pearl barley 

850ml lamb stock 

6 medium potatoes, cut into chunks 

Small knob of butter 

3 spring onions, finely sliced 

 

Method: 

Heat oven to 160C/fan 140C/gas 3. Heat the 
oil in a flameproof casserole. Sizzle the ba-
con for 4 minutes until crisp. Turn up the 
heat, then cook the lamb for 6 minutes until 
brown. Remove the meats with a slotted 
spoon. Add the onions, carrots and herbs to 
the pan and cook for about 5 minutes until 
softened. Return the meat to the pan, stir in 
the pearl barley, pour over the stock and 
bring to a simmer. Sit the chunks of potato 
on top of the stew, cover, then braise in the 
oven, undisturbed, for about 1½ hours until 
the potatoes are soft and the meat is tender. 

The stew can now be chilled and kept in the 
fridge for 2 days, then reheated in a low 
oven or on top of the stove.  
 

Serve: Take from the oven, dot the potatoes 
with butter, scatter with spring onions and 
serve scooped straight from the dish. 

 

Indulgent Irish Cream Bread And Butter 
Pudding 

100g/3½oz butter, softened 

½ loaf white farmhouse bread, sliced 

60g/2¼oz sultanas 

3 large free-range egg yolks 

2 large free-range eggs 

40g/1½oz caster sugar 

300ml/10½fl oz double cream 

300m/10½fl oz milk 

2 drops vanilla extract 

5 tbsp Irish cream liqueur 

20g/¾oz demerara sugar 

Double cream, to serve 

 

Method: 

Preheat the oven to 180C/360F/Gas 4. 

Butter a 1½ litre/2 pints 12¾fl oz ovenproof 
dish with half of the butter. Spread the 
bread slices on both sides with remaining 
butter. Cut the bread into triangles and 
overlap layers of bread with the sultanas in 
the greased dish. Beat the egg yolks, whole 
eggs and sugar together in a large bowl 
until creamy. Beat in the cream, milk, vanil-
la extract and Irish cream liqueur. Pour the 
mixture over the bread, and press down the 
bread slices until submerged. Leave to stand 
for 20 minutes to allow the bread to soak up 
the liquid. Place the dish into a roasting tray 
and add enough water to come halfway up 
the dish (this is called a bain-marie). Sprin-
kle with demerara sugar and bake for 35-40 
minutes until golden-brown. 
 

Serve:  Place a portion of bread and butter 
pudding on each plate and pour over the 
double cream. 
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March Garden 
By Joyce Knapp  

March is usually the first 
month of the year when every-
thing in the garden really 
starts to burst into life and all 
looks rather green, apart from 
the odd splash of bright              
yellow provided by a bunch of 
daffodils. The sudden awakening of                  
perennials that have lain dormant for some 
time and the coming into bud of many 
shrubs may inspire us to get outside into 
our gardens and start getting ready for the 
coming summer. As we check the overall 
size of clumps of established perennials, 
e.g. Geranium and Sedum we may wish to 
reduce their spread and this is easily done 
by digging out part of the root. At its                
simplest, this can be achieved by using a 
garden spade to dig out, and discard, up to 
half of the plant, returning the soil around 
the remainder.  However, if we have time 
we can improve the plant's flowering             
potential by lifting the whole rootball, 
cutting away several pieces of root from 
around the edges of the clump to replant, 
and discarding the oldest growth. We can 
also improve the flowering of some shrubs 
by cutting them back now, and the one that 
springs to mind is the Buddleia. Many            
varieties of this shrub have the potential to 
grow rather tall, throwing their purple 
blooms high into the air, but by cutting 
their stems back now, to within around two 
feet off the ground, their new shoots will 
provide beautiful flowers at, or near, eye 
level.  An added advantage is that we will 
then see more activity from the butterflies 
that so love lingering around this easy-to-
grow and colourful shrub. Also this month 
we can divide any clumps of bulbs, such as 
snowdrops and winter aconites, as they 
finish flowering, the spare clumps either 
being replanted elsewhere in the garden or, 
perhaps, given to a friend or neighbour. 

Moving into the productive area of our 
gardens, we can check over some fruiting 

plants, perhaps  starting 
by removing all old 
stems from rhubarb 
roots and discarding 
any slugs and snails 
that have over-wintered 
there.  Next we can look 
over any blackcurrant 
bushes we may have, 

removing all out-sized buds (to be burned) 
as they will have a pest known as 'Big-bud 
mite' inside them.  If left on the bush, they 
will eventually stop it from producing any 
viable fruit. 

In March we can make a start on seed 
sowing and planting in the vegetable                 
garden, putting onion and shallot sets in 
the ground, preferably when the ground is 
not either frozen or water-logged. Pea seeds 
can be sown outdoors now, although we 
may get a better return for our efforts if we 
sow the first batch in pots in a cold                 
greenhouse, to be planted out when the 
ground warms up further, in April. 
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Low Bentham 
By Simone Pridmore 

In December our WI joined others 
in the Group for the combined Ad-
vent service hosted by Giggleswick. 
We also had our Christmas party; 
this was a rather special festive afternoon 
tea courtesy of Mrs Felicity Hey and it truly 
was a feast, followed by a visit from Father 
Christmas with a full sack of gifts, a very 
enjoyable afternoon for all. 

On 18th January, 19 members and 
friends met at the Bentham 
Community  Primary School 
for the AGM. President Mrs                    
Christine Jennings gave a               
resumé of a busy and               
varied year with many very 
interesting speakers and            
remarked on the success of 
the book club as well as the 
craft group and the walking group, all             
being very enjoyable and said thank you to 
the hostesses at the various venues. This 
was followed by the Secretary’s report from 
Kathryn Brownsord who is retiring from 
the post. Kitty Ellershaw, who is also                
retiring, gave the Treasurer’s report which 
showed a healthy bank balance. The voting 
took place for the various offices, Sheila 
Brown was elected treasurer, Jennifer               
Watkinson secretary and Christine Jennings 
was re-elected as president. All those who 
were retiring from the committee were 
thanked for their hard work and support. 

As this meeting also coincided with 
the vote on the Resolutions to go to 
the Federation, a vote was taken as 
to which proposal was favoured by 
the members. After refreshments 
were served by the Committee a 
“late” festive quiz was held. 

Tatham Fells 
By Mary Taylor  

Margaret McIntosh, President of Tatham 
Fells Women’s Institute, welcomed                 
members and guest speaker Jean Argles to 
the meeting held in the Old School on 9th 
January. Jean worked in Intelligence during 
the war; and her talk ‘My Secret War’ 
brought to life the realities and importance 
of her role. She joined the First Aid Nursing 
Yeomanry (FANY), at the end of 1943 when 
she was 18, and after training as a Code 
Decipher Officer she was stationed first in 
Egypt and then in Italy, she even helped to 
fly the aeroplane to Bari on the south east 
coast of Italy.  Jean and her colleagues were 
in contact with agents at work in Europe, 
and had to be meticulous in their work as 
one letter out of place could change the                
meaning of a coded message sent back to 
Baker Street in London. Life was not all 
work as between shifts or on a day off                
the girls could swim in the sea or explore 
the beautiful               
countryside. 
On display 
were Jean’s 
war medals 
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and photographs of her with Princess Anne, 
who is the Commander in Chief of this all 
female regiment founded in 1907. Louise 
Kitchen thanked the speaker who judged 
the competition for an item of Wartime                 
Memorabilia. Winners were Bronwen              
Osborne with a gas mask, Ruth Holden 
with a Home Guard diary and Carole 
Thurnham with a newspaper from 1914.   

 During business, members voted on the 
five resolutions submitted to be                
discussed at the National AGM in June, and 
plans were made for future events. Brenda 
Burrow thanked members for supplying her 
with foil for Guide Dogs for the Blind and 
said that £800 has now been raised towards 
the next guide dog. The evening concluded 
with refreshments produced by Linda             
Kirkby and Louise Kitchen.  

High Bentham 
By Wendy Dowbiggin 

The ladies of High Bentham WI met in the 
Town Hall on Thursday 1st February.                 
The President, Barbara Shuttleworth, led the                

business meeting and the 
Secretary told us about                
various events being held 
by the Lancs Federation.  
There were congratulations               
given to the ladies who 
came joint second in the 
Federation quiz held at             
Arkholme. 

What a tonic at this 
gloomy time of year! Our 
speaker for the meeting took the form of 
musical entertainment. We had a                 
Lancashire Duo, Sue Bouffield and Ian              
Gartside, both of them singing Lancashire 
dialect songs, and Ian delivered an amusing 
monologue. The star of the evening though 
was Sue who gave us a display of clog 
dancing! She was excellent. The ladies left 
light-hearted after a happy evening.  

The next meeting will be on Thursday      
1st March when the talk will be given by the 
‘Map Lady’, and visitors are always                   
welcome.  
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Beagle Pups Are 
‘On The Run’ 

By Janet Monaghan 

On Saturday 17th March at 
12noon our young athletes will be doing a 
‘marathon challenge’, racing to raise funds 
for their club. The Pups and their ‘buddies’ 
will run a marked mile route as many times 
as they want from the clubhouse on               
Wenning Avenue, aiming to clock up at 
least 26.2miles between them! 

We’d love the community to join us.            
So whether you are a budding young (or 
mature) runner, a casual jogger, elite racer, 
enthusiastic walker or just fancy a breath of 
fresh air, do come along for a fun get              
together and support your local junior            
running club. You could join in with our 
Family Fun Warm-Up, enjoy some                   
refreshments and take the opportunity to 
practise some athletic skills. Everyone is 
welcome! 

For further information about the event, 
or if you are a keen young runner and 
would like to join the Pups, please contact 
me on 07743-481538 or email  

info@benthambeagles.co.uk  
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‘Children In Need’  
Mount Kilimanjaro Trek 
By Becky Birkbeck  

Two years ago I volunteered at an animal sanctuary in Malawi, 
Africa. This was an incredible experience and I fell in love with 
this amazing continent. Learning about the culture and the wild-
life really made me want to return there and gain even more           
experiences. As one of my hobbies is walking up mountains 
round my home area, I feel that I am ready to challenge myself 
and climb Mount Kilimanjaro. What better way to do it than by 
raising money for charity at the same time? 

Mount Kilimanjaro is in Tanzania and is the highest mountain 
in Africa, and classed as one of the seven highest summits in the 
world. Standing at 19,340 feet it will take seven days to get to the summit, and that’s a lot 
of climbing! I will be aiming to raise £4,500 for ‘Children In Need’. To do this I will be 
hosting a ‘Stars In Their Eyes’ charity fundraising event on Easter Saturday, 31st March 
with the support of ‘The Black Bull’ pub and hotel in Bentham. There will be a prize for 
the winner, and a beer raffle, and a FREE curry supper on the night. The event starts at 
7.30pm, so please do come along and have a laugh and raise money for this great charity.  

Other charity events will be coming soon. 

I have a just giving page if  you would like to sponsor me.   

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/becky-birkbeck  
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Lest We Forget - 
Francis Richard  
Townson 
Words by Allan Hartley 
Research by Marilyn Hartley 
 

Francis was born in Tatham in 1888, the younger son of 
Thomas1 and Margaret1 Townson, née Towers. 

At the time of the 1901 census Francis was 13 and the 
family lived in Low Bentham. By the time of the 1911             
census Francis’s father had died; the family was still living 
in Low Bentham. In 1912, now 24, Francis married Sarah 
Jane Bell2. Thereafter the trail goes cold. We don’t know 
what Francis did for a living but we guess he probably 
worked at the Ford Ayrton Silk Mill.  

However, when war came, Francis travelled to Keighley 
in February 1915 and enlisted with the Kings Own                   
Yorkshire Light Infantry Regiment, KOYLI, 7th Battalion, 
as Private 21661. After training he was in France from around November 1915, reported 
wounded in April 1916 and hospitalised in the French city of Rouen, then on home leave 
in December 1916. Thereafter the trail again goes cold and we lose track of Francis.                 
In May 1918 there were reports that Dick Townson (Francis?) had been gassed, taken 
prisoner and died but this is not correct.  

So what happened to Francis? In 1917 KOYLI were deployed chasing the Germans 
during their tactical retreat to the heavily fortified Hindenburg Line, followed by the 
Third Battle of Ypres, better known as Passchendaele. In February 1918, 7th KOYLI was 
disbanded and Francis would have been transferred to another unit and we guess that 
was the 14th Entrenching Battalion. By spring 1918 KOYLI, with Francis, got involved 
with the massive German St Michael’s Spring Offensive, the Kaiserschlacht, on the                   
southern sector of the Somme when the Germans had a great deal of success breaking 
through the defensive line over a great area in their race to the sea. By July the German 
Offensive had stalled and it ran out of steam, allowing the Allied armies to re-group and 
go on the offensive. During one of the sub-battles, when the British, KOYLI and Francis 
were involved in the build-up for the coming Second Battle of the Somme in August, 
Francis’s luck ran out. We don’t know where or how but he was reported killed on 20th 
July 1918 somewhere between the French cities of Péronne and St Quentin. Francis would 
then have laid on the battlefield for some time, perhaps buried temporarily until he was 
finally laid to rest at Tincourt New British Cemetery,3 grave ref IX C 11. 

Francis is commemorated on the war memorial plaque on Station Road, High                    
Bentham, the memorial plaque at Bentham Methodist Church and at St John’s Church, 
Low Bentham.   

 

Francis is the 44th Bentham man to be killed. He was 30. 
 

1. Thomas senior was born in Caton. We don’t know what he did for a living. Margaret was a 
Bentham girl and perhaps worked at Ford Ayrton Silk Mill. We don’t have a name for the elder 
son and don’t know whether he also served and survived the war.  

                                                                                                           Continued opposite ………….. 
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2018 World War I Commemorations 

Two VCs for Bentham 
By Debs Hawkins and Jo Burton (on behalf of the Town Council) 

Here in Bentham, 2018 sees the town commemorating two heroes from 100 years ago. 

Two VCs For Bentham 

Two commemorative Victoria Cross Stones will be laid on School Hill in the next             
couple of months. Two men with Bentham connections, Charles Robertson and Theodore 
Bayley Hardy, both received the Victoria Cross in March and April 1918 respectively,                
making Bentham unique as the only community in Craven to have two VC recipients.         
To honour Charles and Theodore’s achievements, the Stones will be laid and a                 
Dedication Ceremony performed on Saturday 21st April to mark this historic moment in 
time. Everyone is welcome to come to the Dedication and more details will follow. 

Poppies 

Over the coming months, volunteers will scatter poppies around our town in                   
prominent areas to mark the ending of the hostilities in 1918.  

Calling All Knitters 

The organisers of this year’s commemorations would like as many knitted, crocheted 
or felted poppies as possible and are asking for volunteers, of any age and ability, for 
help in creating wonderful designs to be displayed across our town in remembrance of 
those who lost their lives in conflicts.  Please contact Debs or Jo at the Town Hall on 62587 
for more information. 

Other events in the pipeline are: 

WWI Exhibition to be held during October and November at St John’s church, Low 
Bentham  

Sunday 11th November –  

     Remembrance Service at School Hill at 11am. 

       Light Lunch to be held at the Town Hall afterwards. All welcome. 

       Beacon to be lit at 7pm 

       Bells to ring out at 7.10pm 
 

Lest We Forget Continued … 
 

2. Francis’s wife, Sarah Jane Bell, was the sister of James William Bell, who was killed on 23 Aug 
1915 (BN 337). We are also pretty sure Sarah was a friend of Margaret Throup, whose home was 
at Dunkirk Cottage, wife of William Throup, who was killed in April 1918 (BN374), with shared 
grief as both men were killed within weeks of each other. Sad times in Low Bentham.  Thereafter 
we don’t know what happened to Sarah Jane but she would have been a sad lady, having lost her 
husband, brother and a friend to the war. 
 

3. Up to March 1917, Tincourt New British Cemetery, near Tincourt village, was a medical casu-
alty clearing station, becoming a cemetery in June 1917 until March 1918 when the area was over-
run during the German Spring Offensive. The cemetery was re-established in September 1918 
when the tide of war had changed against Germany. After the Armistice it was used for the re-
burial of soldiers found on the battlefield (that probably includes Francis) and in 16 other smaller 
cemeteries. The cemetery has nearly 2000 burials, of which 250 are unknown, representing men 
from Britain, Canada, Australia, South Africa and 151 Germans. 
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Letters 
 

Dear Bentham News 

The dangers of pre-judging 
are evident in Mr Andrew’s 
letter to February’s Bentham News. Who are 
any of us to determine who is and is not an 
asylum seeker and may be eligible to be 
granted refugee status? This duty belongs to 
the State. Every person has the right to seek 
asylum under the UN 1951 Convention, but 
must physically be in a country to seek that 
country’s protection.  

Our recent interventions in Iraq, Libya, 
and Afghanistan have depended on the               
services of local people as interpreters, 
guides, informers, but we fail to honour our 
reciprocal duty to protect them, leaving 
them to face the inevitable backlash when 
we leave. Why are we then so horrified that 
they seek to come to the UK? We reap what 
we sow. British imperialism encouraged 
others to see the UK as the ‘Mother                    
Country’. The legacy of British imperial 
interventions underpins many of the                 
conflicts we see today.  

Palliative myths about benefit                          
scrounging and illegal work demonise                 
migrants and might ease our conscience, but 
let us not forget that the British Empire was 
built by UK emigrants seeking                     
economic gain and a better life for them-
selves across the world, with no                            
consideration as to the ‘legality’ of their             
actions from the perspective of the                       
indigenous populations. Land was                           
ruthlessly grabbed, resources plundered and 
the profits, of course, were sent ’home’.            
We have forgotten our history and lost all 
compassion in the current obsession to make 
the UK a ‘hostile environment’ for                       
immigrants. The tragedy of Calais is not 
about semantics, but the UK’s increasing 
xenophobia, and its failure to provide safe 
and legitimate routes for people seeking our 
country’s protection – to the absurd point 
that our borders are now on foreign soil in 
France.   

Maggie Bruno, Burton-in-Lonsdale 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Bentham News 

Here we are, all living together in Bentham 
and yet seeing the world through such 
different spectacles. Where the letter writer 
last month sees opportunists in Calais               
planning illegal entry to the UK, many of us 
see young people who have managed to 
escape conditions of violence or persecution 
we can barely imagine. We see that some 
85% of them have family in the UK and are 
eligible to join them – but though they were 
assessed up to a year ago, the Home Office 
drags its feet and they are still sleeping 
rough and evading the ever more punitive 
French police. Some of them are hoping that 
the UK government will come through with 
its promise to accept unaccompanied young 
people, although so far only 200 have been 
allowed in of the 3,000 Lord Dubs suggested 
would parallel the hospitality offered to 
jewish children fleeing Nazi Germany. We 
know that most of them have fled such             
dangerous situations that once in the UK 
they would be offered asylum. It is a crazy 
and cruel border agreement that keeps them 
from arriving here safely to make that claim. 
A system that keeps them living without 
shelter, water or toilets and increasingly 
vulnerable to those people traffickers who 
have recently been fomenting violence and 
pitting one group against another. While 
there is no safe and legal way for people to 
reach safety, the people smugglers will 
thrive. We see those young people doing 
what people have always done to survive, 
moving around the world in the hope of 
safety and taking with them the new energy 
and ideas that help the human species 
thrive. We are not only damaging these 
young people, we are also in danger of              
creating a closed, intolerant society that will 
hurt us too. 

   That’s why people in Bentham and around 
have been so generous in collecting huge 
amounts of warm and waterproof clothes, in 
offering hospitality and raising money to 
help them. And why we are urging the gov-
ernment to speed up the arrangements 
needed to bring some of them to the UK to 
start on the road to the full and rewarding 
lives we would wish for any of our children. 

Annie Neligan, High Bentham 
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People’s Page 
 

Charity Thanks 
The members of the Tuesday Club would 
like to thank everyone, especially Rev. 
Bryan Yardy and Jimmy Macdonald, the 
undertaker, for making the celebration of 
our friend Martin’s life, his farewell and 
his funeral so moving and so very special.        
We would also like to thank everyone who 
made donations in memory of Martin. 
£420 was raised for the North West 
Air Ambulance and for our Tuesday 
Club. 
Thank you. Elza Sayer 
 

Huge thanks to the people of Bentham 
who supported our coffee morning on             
3 February. Through your support we 
raised £400 which has gone to the 
hedgehog rescue facility near Lancaster 
to buy essential food and medicines to 
treat sick and injured animals. All very 
much appreciated! 
Sue Arnott 
 

Personal Thanks 
Duncan, Anne, Ken & Family thank the 
community of Bentham for prayers, cards, 
flowers and words of sympathy on the 
death of Mum, Martha Bainbridge. Thanks 
to Bryan Yardy for heading the service. 
Also Jimmy and staff of B&W Funerals Ltd 
for their help and support. 
Anne Duncan 
 

Murfin, Neil 
Pat would like to thank family and friends 
for their messages of sympathy, cards and 
flowers and donations to Sport Relief at the 
passing of Neil.  

Particular thanks go to Andy, Carol and 
the staff at the Bull. To Gary Carter, Markus 
Hall for their tributes to Neil. Thanks also 
to Jimmy Macdonald (B&W Funerals)               
and Debra Jesset. To Flowerfields for the 
beautiful flowers.  

It was truly a celebration of the life of my 
much missed husband Neil.  
Thank you all. 
 

 

David Alder wishes to thank the people          
of Bentham - customers, friends and                      
colleagues  - for their kind words and           
generous gifts on the occasion of my                
retirement as Postmaster. Saturday 27th 
January was an emotional occasion for all of 
us at the post office and I will always be 
grateful for your touching support on that 
day. 
Best Wishes, David 
 

Notices 
The PCC of All Saints Church, Burton in 
Lonsdale are seeking the families whose 
loved ones have been interred in the burial 
grounds of the church.  We need to make 
safe some of the headstones, which belong 
to the families. If any of your family                
members were buried in Burton – please 
contact the church wardens on                            
allsaintscw@gmail or telephone either the 
Rector, Rev Anne Russell (07528 572072) or 
Cathy Birtwistle (015242 61334). 
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Carnival News 
By Our Resident Carnival Expert 
(Mike Redfern) 
February saw our Carnival                 
Annual General Meeting – a review of last 
year’s event and a chance to plan for                
Carnival 2018. A packed table in The Black 
Bull, a smidgen of beer and we were off… 

I’m sure you’ll agree (since you told us) 
that last year went well – the parade, the 
stage, the music (including ‘Bentham’s Got 
Talent’) and the sideshows were all praised. 
The food stalls worked well and sold out. 
The weather was absolutely fabulous. So we 
have decided to do it all again this year – 
with a few revisions. 

We will keep on with the parade, stage 
and music (including ‘Bentham’s Got               
Talent’). But this year we want to grow 
some of the other attractions – we’ve got a 
new Carnival team member (name of             
Howard) who’s going to attract and               
manage a range of craft stalls in the                 
Auction Mart. We want more vintage side-
shows – and this involves you. After Easter 
we’ll be making brand new fairground 
games – is there anyone out there who 
wants to join us to make these? Look at the 
next Bentham News for details of                      
fairground workshops (or simply ask me 
“when, where, etc?”). 

We spent nearly 7 hours discussing a 
theme for the Carnival. Several team                
members went to work and returned before 
a decision was reached. Ideas bubbled up 
and were rejected; we vetoed anything to 
do with topical politics, toyed with a two-
tone parade, and then (as exhaustion set in) 
realised that if we are theming the event 
around vintage fairground and stage, we 
ought to look back and pick a topic that had 
loads of purple and green in it.  

A topic that enabled all topical politics.           
A century ago all men over 21 and women 
over 30 (who had £5 in property or were 
married to a man who had the same) gained 
the right to vote. So, unless anyone can 
come up with a snappier title, let’s           
celebrate The Representation of the People 
Act 1918 and the Parliament (Qualification 
of Women) Act 1918.  

Looks like we’ll need bigger                       
programmes. And don’t forget – 2nd June 
2018. Carnival Day. 
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February’s Town Council 
By Jane Proctor 

With the exception of Cllr Townson, who sent his apologies, it was a full turn out for the 
Town Council meeting on 5th February. County Councillor Ireton was also there, as were 
District Councillor Thompson and three members of the public. Apologies were received 
from District Councillor Brockbank. 

Police Report. A written report was received which described January as a busy month 
with 33 incidents, ranging from burglaries and thefts (actual or attempted) to criminal 
damage and harassment. Vehicles had been targeted in Wesley Way, and whilst there 
were no reports of ATVs having been stolen from Bentham it is a problem in our area. The 
clear message was keep your premises and vehicles locked and secure. Thieves can strike 
like lightening, and sometimes in the same place twice. 

On the positive side there have been no problems at the Auction Mart on a Wednesday 
evening recently. 

Highways. Who in Bentham, including all our Town Councillors, can have failed to 
notice the appalling state of the roads? Not so much potholes as craters have appeared on 
all roads into and around the town. Cllr Stannard said that he had run out of paper trying 
to list them all between Low and High Bentham, and reference was made to the, “third 
world state” of our roads. CC Ireton sympathised but with the cut back in financial                
support from central to local government he felt there were no easy answers. The Town 
Council are to invite the newly appointed Highways Surveyor for our area to come and 
see for herself in the hope that repairs can be carried out sooner rather than later. 

Road closures. CC Ireton had some good news on this front as North Yorkshire County 
Council are moving from a system of notification, whereby contractors inform the council 
when they are digging, to a permit system whereby contractors have to get a permit from 
the council before the works start. This will mean the County Council has more control 
over the length of time roads are closed as well as keeping the length of roads closed to 
the minimum necessary to effect repairs. Reference was made to the recent complete               
closure of Mount Pleasant for a week and the entire length of the road from Robin Lane to 
Ingleton having a “Road Closed” sign up for a week when in each case it took less than a 
day to repair the burst water pipe in question. 

Burton Hill, Low Bentham. The clerk had received a letter from a worried resident 
fearing that a fatal accident was an inevitability if something is not done about on road 
parking between Greenfoot Lane and Crowtrees Drive. County Councillor Ireton agreed 
this was an accident waiting to happen and will lend his support to the Town Council to 
try and get the double yellow lines extended. 

Financial matters. North Yorkshire are increasing Council Tax by 4.9% (including the 
2% Social care levy), and Craven are also increasing their share by £5 a year for a Band D 
property which is roughly 2.99% across the board. 

Other matters. Last month reference was made to the lack of land allocated on  the 
draft Local Plan for Craven for employment development in Bentham. Ingleton and Settle 
have each been given an ‘employment allocation’, and the Town Council is to make               
representations about this as well as emphasising that in terms of affordable housing for 
the town we have sufficient one and two-bedroom properties but a sad lack of three and 
four-bedroom affordable houses for young families. 

The phantom fly tipper on Grasmere Drive had better watch out as Craven are                    
considering covert filming to reveal the identity of the said tipper with all the                          
consequences that would then follow.                                                           Continued over ….. 
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The Extra Care Housing scheme is still 
going through the planning process at            
Craven but DC Thompson does not                
anticipate the application will need to go to 
a full Planning Committee for decision. (But 
see page 43!) 

The Council agreed that some facility 
was needed at this end of Craven in the 
event that Castleberg Hospital closes for 
good. 

Victoria Institute has agreed to store 
sandbags for Low Bentham, and repairs to 
the front of the Town Hall were given the 
go ahead. 

The next meeting is Monday 6th March 
at 7.30pm, Lower Room, Town Hall. 

Planning Matters 

Planning Decisions received since January 
Council Meeting 

 

Granted 

• 7 Springfield Crescent, High Bentham - 
lift up section of roof to allow first floor 
bedroom extension & other alterations to 
existing dwelling 

• Lairgill House, Mount Pleasant, High 
Bentham - erection of 2 storey dwelling 
house (revision of previous approval) 

• Greenhead Offices/Cross Lane, Low 
Bentham - change of use of existing offices 
to residential use & retention of existing 
commercial storage 

 

Refused 

• None 
 

New Applications 

• 4 Grasmere Drive, High Bentham - 

gable extension to south boundary.               
Dormer window to rear elevation. Single 
storey garden room to rear 

• Bull Copy, Windy Hill, Bentham -  to 
remove condition 13 (occupancy restriction) 

• High Bentham Water Treatment 
Works, Mewith Lane, High Bentham  -  
conversion of former water treatment 
works to residential dwelling 

• Firsbank, Mewith Lane, Bentham - 
kitchen extension 

• Caravan, Clay Barn, Bentham Moor 
Road, Burton-in-Lonsdale - replacement 
domestic outbuilding utility and hobby use. 

LOGS LOGS LOGS 
Kiln Dried Firewood 

Seasoned Logs, Bags or Loads 
Cash and Carry  
Pick up Point 

 

Bentham Road, Ingleton 
 

Call David on:  015242 41521 
Mobile: 07713055404 

Learn to Drive with  

Sally Moore 
 

Your local, friendly  

Instructor 
 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 
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Bentham News  
Accounts 

By Ken Robertson 

The certified accounts for the year ended 
31st December 2017 were recently                     
presented to the committee. Rising costs 
and flatlining income resulted in a modest 
deficit which led to a reduction in reserves. 
However, recent remedial action should 
produce at least a break even position for 
2018. The Bentham News balance sheet 
remains sound. A copy of the accounts can 
be obtained from me by ringing                       
015242-61285. 

Thanks And  
Appreciation 
By BN Committee 

As Ken is retiring from this role, this is the 
last set of annual accounts that Ken will be 
compiling for BN.  

The BN editorial committee would             
like publicly to thank him                                
wholeheartedly for his amazing, dedicated, 
professional, voluntary activity on behalf of 
BN for over 30 years. He has kept an eye on 
our finances as we’ve grown and developed 
and has always encouraged us to keep 
within our means. As calamitous financial                   
disasters have befallen some other local 
organisations in the past, we have always 
felt safe on Ken’s watch.  

Thank you, Ken. 
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Events in March 
Town Hall Codes: TB Ballroom LH Lower 
Hall WR Wenningdale Room  Others:  
PP Pioneer Projects LW Looking Well 
 

Thurs 1st  Town Hall, 9.30-10.30am, 
 Pilates.  And every Thurs.  LH 
 7-10pm, High  Bentham WI. LH. 
 PP, Looking Well, 1-4pm Art Shed. 
 Community Art. And  8th &  22nd. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm
 Welcome-In. Dominoes and tea for 
 all ages, for transport contact 
 Anthony on 63156. And 15th & 29th. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Bat ’N’ 
 Chat. And every Thurs.  
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of  
 Dance.  And every Thurs. term time. 
Fri 2nd PP, Looking Well, 10.30am-1pm, Art 
 Skills Development for details  
 tel 62672. And 9th, 16th & 23rd. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Fri. 
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Our Favourite Poems - 
 Dorothy Stubbs 
Sat 3rd Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Christian 
 Aid Coffee Morning.  TB. 
 Methodist Church, 10.30am-2.30pm, 
 Children’s away day. Crafts, singing, 
 stories and fun for 7-11 yr olds. Cost - 
 £5 per child. Packed lunch needed. 
 Looking Well, 10am-1pm Creating 
 Felt Pictures. All abilities, £22 (£40 for 
  2) abigailbartontownsend@gmail.com 
 and abigailtownsend.com 
Sun 4th Footpath, Fox’s Pulpit & Lune 
 Valley, 7.5 miles, Alison Kinder & Jo  
 Graves, 64974. See page 33.  
Mon 5th PP, Health Walks for Women, 
 meet 9.20am at Lairgill Car Park.  
 And 12th, 19th & 26th. 
 PP, Looking Well, Monthly Carers 
 group with Making Art for those 
 with memory loss  both 10.15am- 
 12.15pm, ring 62672 for details. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Office Open. And every Mon. not 
 bank holidays. 
 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Mon. Not bank hols. 
 4-6pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance. And every Mon in term time. 
 6.15-7.45pm, Tai Chi. And every 
 Mon in term time. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11.30am, 
 Toddle In for children aged 1-4 and 
 Parents/carers. And every Mon. 
 Town Hall, 1-4pm, Indoor Bowls, TB. 

 And every Mon.  
 7.30pm, Full Council meeting, LH. 
Tues 6th PP, Looking Well, 10.30am, 
 Looking Well Tuesday Café and craft 
 activities. Community Lunch at 
 1pm with Soup. And every Tues. 
 Creative Writing Group in the library, 
 11.30-1pm.  And every Tues. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Office 
 Open. And every Tues. 
 3.45-9pm, Helen Howard School of  
 Dance.  And every Tues term time. 
 Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Craft Club.  
 And every Tues. WR. 
 9-10am Mature Movers LH. And 
 every Tues. 
 10.15-11.45am, Contemporary Ballet 
 LH. And every Tues. 
 6.30-9pm, Slimming World. And 
 every Tues. LH. 
Wed 7th Town Hall, 10-11am,  
 Pre-schoolers. And every Wed.  LH. 
 7-8pm, Clubbercise, LH. And every 
 Wed. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon. Post 
 Office Services. And every Wed. 
 11.30am-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Wed. 
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance. And every Wed. in term time. 
 PP, Looking Well, PP, Looking Well, 
 2-4pm, Art for All Art Group. And  
 every Wed. 
 8-9.30pm, Singing for all. Tel. David 
 Burbidge 01539 621166 for further 
 details.  And 21st. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11.30am,  
 Coffee Morning. Donations to local 
 Charities. And every Wednesday. 
 Looking Well, 10am-1pm Painting 
 Workshop. All abilities, £22 (£40 for  
 2) See 3rd March for contacts. 
Thurs 8th Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm, 
 Knit and Natter.  Knitting group for 
 any ability, help available.  And 22nd. 
Fri 9th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern.  Exercise with Sally. 
Sat 10th Town Hall, 10am-12noon,   
 St Boniface Coffee Morning. TB. 
 Vic Inst., 10am-12noon, Book Swap. 
 And every 2nd Sat.  
Sun 11th Methodist Church, 10.30am,  
 Mother’s Day. All age worship with 
 Mrs Ruth Woodhouse. 
Mon 12th Town Hall, 7.30pm, Marketing 
 Meeting, WR.  
 PP, Looking Well, Making Art. 
 For those with Memory Loss and 
 their carers, 10.15am-12.15pm. Tel 
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 62672 for details. And 19th & 26th.   

BENTHAM NEWS DEADLINE 
 

Tues 13th Bentham Library 2pm, Book Group  
 Methodist Church, 2.15pm, Bright 
 Hour with Mavis Speight. 
Wed 14th Bentham Community Library,  
 11am—12pm, Under 5s Storytime 
 with art activity.  And 28th. 
 Footpath, Waddington, 7 miles, Alan 
 Parker, 61443. See page 33  
 Ingleton Community Centre, 10am -
 12noon.  CAB. Second and 4th Wed  
Thurs 15th, Town Hall, 7.30-9.30pm 
 LASRUG WR 
Fri 16th, Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Bentham recorder group. 
 Town Hall, 8pm, Film Group TB Pg 28 
Sat 17th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Ingleton 
 Twinning Coffee Morning TB. 
 Fire Station 8.30am-12.30pm Car wash 
Mon 19th Youth Café, 5.30pm, AGM. All 
 welcome. Coffee & biscuits  to start. 
Wed 21st Bentham Community Library, 9am 
 -12pm. Adult Learning & Skills 
 Service. Digital drop-in. See page 4. 
Fri 23rd Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Spring Flowers – Michael 
 Marshall 
Sat 24th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Pet 
 Rescue Coffee Morning TB 
 Footpath, High cup Nick (return) 8 
 miles, Garth Dales, 61136.. See page 33. 
Mon 26th Methodist Church, 7.30pm, 
 Ewecross Historical Society, Anna  
 Watson: Prosecuting Sin & Scandal  in 
 the Archdeaconry of Richmond in the 
 17th & 18th Centuries. Visitors £3. 
Wed 28th PP, Looking Well, 7.30-9.30pm, 
 BEST Green Café, see page 39. 
 

BENTHAM NEWS PUBLISHED  
 

Fri 30th Bentham Fire Station, 10am-2pm, 
 Recruitment event. See page 48.  
 Footpath, 11.30 am, Local, 5 miles,  
 Don Cartledge, 64979. See page 33 

Sat 31st Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Burton-in- 
 Lonsdale Bowling Coffee Morning 

 

REDHEADS COAL  
AND GAS 

 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 
All sizes of Bottled Gas delivered 

 

Kindling, Logs, Wood pellets, Prepacked fuel 
Compost and Gro-Bags 

 

We won’t be beaten on Price,  
Quality and Service 

 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

Tel: 015242 41626 
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Police News 
Hello again from PC 830 Babs Parsons, your Neighbourhood Officer 
covering the Bentham and Ingleton area. This is my latest report to 
keep you updated on recent crimes and incidents in Bentham and the                  
surrounding area. Unfortunately it has been a busy month.     
 
Recent Crimes in Bentham: Sometime between 27/12/17-
08/01/18 a vehicle in Low Bentham was broken into and attempts were made to hotwire 
it. At approximately midnight on 05/01/18 a couple in Low Bentham were assaulted after                
challenging 2 males about the amount of noise they were making. The males are believed 
to have been under the influence of drink and drugs. The same males are also believed to 
have broken into a vehicle in Low Bentham as one of them left their driving licence               
behind. 2 males from Morecambe have been interviewed and are under investigation. 
On 08/01/18 a female youth in Low Bentham was found in possession of a class B drug. 
She has been dealt with by a Youth Drugs and Alcohol Referral. Overnight 10/01/18 - 
11/01/18 a workshop in High Bentham was broken into and torque wrenches and other 
power tools were stolen from within. Entry was gained by removing a corrugated                     
asbestos window. On 12/01/18 there was a report of an assault in Low Bentham.                    
A female youth is under investigation. On 14/01/18 there was a report of a domestic            
assault in High Bentham. 19/01/18 - there was a report of theft of various food items from 
a shop in High Bentham. 22/01/18 - there was a report of theft of a disability badge from 
a vehicle. 25/01/18 - there was a report of theft of alcohol (total value £54) from a shop in 
High Bentham. Overnight 27/01/18-28/01/18 - attempts were made to gain entry to a 
works van parked in High Bentham. The side door and rear door locks were damaged 
but entry was not gained. Overnight 28/01/18-29/01/18 - a works van parked in High 
Bentham was broken into and various tools were stolen from within (including drills, a 
grinder and a screw box). 
 
And Elsewhere in the Area:13/01/18 - We are appealing for witnesses following a fatal 
collision on the A65 at Settle.  The incident happened shortly after 20.40hrs and involved 
a blue Subaru Impreza.  The car was travelling from Long Preston towards Settle when it 
left the road.  Sadly, the front seat passenger, a 22-year-old woman from Norfolk, was 
killed in the collision.  The driver, a 27-year-old man from the Skipton area, was taken to 
hospital with minor injuries and is assisting traffic officers with their enquiries.                  
Witnesses to the collision or anyone who saw the blue Subaru Impreza prior to the                
incident are urged to contact us. Overnight 26/01/18-27/01/18 there was an attempted 
theft of 2 quad bikes from a farm in Chapel le Dale. The owners had previously had 
quad bikes stolen so had blocked the entrance to their barn with a tractor that had a low-
loader full of pallets. The offenders removed the pallets but were unable to move the 
tractor and steal the quads. The same night another farm near Chapel le Dale was                 
targeted. Honda and Can-Am quad bikes were stolen as well as power tools, a power 
washer and other high value items. On 07/02/18 three men were arrested after breaking 
into a house in Threshfield near Skipton. At 02.55hrs the homeowner called police               
reporting that he had been woken up by intruders in his home. The car keys to his red 
Toyota Aygo and been taken and the offenders had made off from the property in it. 
Officers sighted the vehicle travelling towards Skipton on the B6265 and followed it. 
When instructed to stop the car failed to do so and continued to travel at speed on the 
A629 in the direction of Keighley where officers from West Yorkshire Police joined the 
pursuit. The stolen vehicle continued along the A629 and onto the A650, where on               
reaching Church Street in Bingley, the three occupants of the Toyota Aygo                 
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abandoned the car and ran from police. With the assistance of the National Police Air               
Service the three suspects were successfully located. Three men aged 29, 25 and 24 all 
from Bradford were arrested on suspicion of burglary. 
 

Anyone with information that could assist in any of these enquiries should contact us 
on 101, select option 2, and ask for Pc 830 Barbara PARSONS. You can also email me at                
Barbara.parsons@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 
If you wish to remain anonymous, you can pass information to Crimestoppers on                  
0800 555 111. 
 
Child Neglect: Last year there was 91 recorded crimes of child neglect in North                
Yorkshire. That's 91 children too many - and we know many more are suffering neglect.  
Signs of child neglect - Whilst not an exhaustive list, and one sign or symptom does not 
necessarily mean a child is being neglected – if you notice a child exhibiting persistent or 
multiple signs of the following – dial 101 and pass the information on to the police. 
 

Children who are being neglected may have poor appearance or personal hygiene:               
be dirty and/or smelly, have unwashed clothes, inadequate clothing ie; no winter coat or 
suitable footwear, be hungry – turn up at school without having breakfast or with no 
lunch provision, in infants and babies – have persistent and untreated nappy rash. 
 

They may also have health or development issues, such as: untreated injuries or                  
medical/dental issues, repeated accidents due to being left unsupervised, recurring            
illnesses or infections,  ringworm or fleabites, be thin or have a swollen tummy, poor 
muscle tone, be failing to thrive i.e.: faltering weight or growth and not meeting                  
development milestones such as having poor communication or language, tiredness, 
anaemia. 
 

They also may be exposed to housing or family issues: be living in an unsuitable home 
environment i.e.: pet faeces present or no heating, be left alone for long and frequent 
periods of time 
 
If you have any suspicions that a child near you is being neglected, call North Yorkshire 
Police on 101 and pass on the information. If a child is in immediate danger,                          
dial 999. Concerns can also be reported to local Children’s Services Teams. For details of 
how to contact City of York Council’s children’s services visit 
www.saferchildrenyork.org.uk  and details of how to contact North Yorkshire County 
Council’s child protection team can be found online at www.northyorks.gov.uk/child-
protection 
 
You can also report your concerns to the NSPCC via their helpline 0808 800 5000, which 
is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week or online at  https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-you-
can-do/report-abuse/ 
 
Don't let this type of abuse hide in your community - it has NO HOME HERE. 
 

Contact Information: 
 
1 Ring 999 in emergency or to report a crime in progress 
2 Ring 101 to report incidents or provide information 
3 Ring Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111 if you want to remain anonymous 
4 E-mail barbara.parsons@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 
5 E-mail SNACraven@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk   
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F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 
01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

 

MARK WATSON 
HOME & GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 
 

 
Gardening 

and landscaping services,  
mowing, strimming. Hedge cutting, fencing, 

paving, turfing and power washing.  
Loft insulating and pointing. 

 

07759680938   07759680943 
015242 62038 

 Settle Chimney  
Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  
Sweeping Service. 

Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls, Carbon  
Monoxide Detectors Supplied & Fitted. 
National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683  
Mob. 07815 285321  

MEL BOOTH 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

07825749631 
 

GENERAL HANDYMAN,  
GARDEN MAINTENANCE,   

GREAT RATES. 

Bentham Film Group 
By Stella Hall 

 On Friday 16th March 2018  Bentham Film Group will be showing in                
Bentham Town Hall the film 'Victoria and Abdul' (Cert PG 13). 

This is a biographical drama about the real life relationship between 
Queen Victoria (played by Judi Dench) and her Indian Muslim servant              
Abdul Karim (Ali Fazal). Also starring Michael Gambon, Eddie Izzard and-
Tim Pigott-Smith, the story tells how Abdul, a young clerk, travels from India to                 
participate in the Queen's Golden Jubilee and finds favour with the Queen herself. The 
two forge an unlikely alliance that her household and inner circle attempt to destroy..... 

As usual, the film starts at 8pm and tickets cost £5 on the door. 

There will be a raffle and refreshments in the interval. 
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Bentham Community 
Primary School 
By Mrs Claire Pearson, Headteacher  
As reported in last month’s Bentham News, 
on 8th February the majority of children in 
years 3, 4, 5 and 6 took part in a visit to the 
Interfaith Education Centre and the Science 
and Media Museum in Bradford. Thank you 
to Mrs Hodgson for organising this                  
wonderful educational trip and to all the 
parents who provided support.  

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves 
and gained vast knowledge and first-hand 
experience of the multi-cultural and diverse 
society in the United Kingdom. Learning 
was based on the school’s RE and Science 
curriculum, which also gave children an 
opportunity to enhance their classroom-
based learning and broaden their religious 
perspectives. At the Science and Media           
Museum, children explored various galleries 
and took part in a live show based on 
‘sound’.   

As we head into the second half of the 
Spring Term, children are eagerly waiting to 
take their learning outdoors and enjoy the 
school’s wildlife garden.  We are hoping that 
later this year we will be harvesting our very 
own crops of fruit, vegetables and salads.   

The school is currently in the process of 
enhancing its musical, theatrical and art 
resources. Recently, staff have been busy 
applying for grants to help support the           
purchase of both music and art equipment.   
This is part of a whole school initiative to 
support, encourage, improve and broaden 
children’s talents in creative areas, theatrical 
arts and music. Unfortunately, the school’s 
recent application for financial support to 
the Town Council was unsuccessful,                 
meaning that there is still some way to go 
before this exciting project can get off the 
ground.  Whilst this is disappointing, we are 
still actively involved in securing funds to 
help support this initiative. With school 
budgets increasingly stretched, the school 
are constantly having to identify and secure 
funding from alternative external sources, 
wherever and whenever possible. It would 
be very much appreciated if any readers or 
local businesses would be interested in             
helping support this project. For more             

information, or to offer any support,                
however great or small, please get in touch 
with the School Office on 015242 61412. 
Thank you in anticipation for any support.  

As previously mentioned, we currently 
have a vacancy for a co-opted Governor on 
our Board. This demanding but very               
rewarding role requires commitment,               
dedication and a willingness to take part           
in training and development over the               
course of an academic year. The school are 
particularly seeking applicants with                 
experience in health and safety, finances, 
premises, human resources and/or specific 
curriculum areas. If you are interested, or 
would like to discuss this exciting                     
opportunity further, please contact the 
School Office on the number above. 

This term Parents’ Evenings were held at 
the school on Monday 26th February and 
Wednesday 28th February. It is always a 
pleasure to welcome parents into their 
child’s classroom and let them see for them-
selves what wonderful and interesting work 
their children are producing. It is also an 
ideal opportunity for parents to peruse             
exercise books and view the absolutely 
amazing displays that are decorating the 
walls of the school’s corridors and show-        
casing children’s talents. We currently have 
displays based around the Tudors, The 
Great Kapok Tree, Paddington, Harry Potter, 
London, World War II, The Crayon Box and 
much more. The bright and colourful                 
displays really are a delight to look at. We 
are hoping to organise an Open Day for the 
local community in the not too distant               
future, which will give everyone an                   
opportunity to see for themselves the                
wonderful work our children are producing. 

Finally, our Nursery provision for this 
academic year is close to being at full                
capacity. We would encourage parents of 
children who are of Nursery age to contact 
the school and place their child’s name on a 
waiting list if they are considering using the 
school’s Nursery in the future. If parents, 
carers and families would like to visit the 
school, or indeed discuss an in-year transfer 
for any child of any year group, please do 
not hesitate to contact the School Office to 
make an appointment. We look forward to 
meeting you. 
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Bentham Show Quiz  
By Val Lawson 
Thank you to the 31 teams who attended our 
19th annual quiz night in February at                 
Bentham Town Hall. After 10 rounds of 
questions set by Quizmaster, John                   
Whitfield, the winners were as follows : 
1st Bernie, Rachael, Thomas and Joe Wills. 
89 points. 
2nd David Ibbetson, Steven Harrison, John 
Taylor and Martin Knowles. 88 points. 
3rd Graham and Lynda Taylor and Malcolm 
and Janet  Dobson. 83 points. 
4th Joyce Knapp, Pam Parker and Allan and 
Brenda Middleton. 81 points. 

The amount raised was £540. See you all 
at next year’s 20th quiz! 

Fancy A Flyer? 
Send your flyer hand delivered to Bentham residents 
in the BN for impact advertising.  We also deliver to  

central points in outlying villages and towns 
 

A5 or folded A4 flyer inserts 
£150 commercial and £75 charity 

 

Email info@thebenthamnews.co.uk  
or ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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March Eco Top Tips  
By Timothy Fox 
Going shopping 
1.Make a list before you go food               
shopping to help avoid buying on impulse 
and buying food you will end up throwing 
away.   Use your LOAF:  Local – Organic – 
Animal-friendly – Fairly traded. 
 

2.Reduce your impact on the environment 
by buying second hand when you can.  
Ebay and charity shops are good sources 
of reused items. 
 

3.When you need to buy a large item,                
research it carefully. Think about how long 
it could last, how much it costs to run, 
what it is made of, where it is made.  Can 
it be recycled at the end of its life?   Better 
quality items often last longer and so cost 
you less over time. 
 

4.Tempted to buy on impulse when you 
are shopping?  Get in the habit of coming 
back the next day or week when you have 
thought through if you really need to buy 
it. 

 This may all seem common sense. But 
there are always strong pressures on us to 
think we need more and more! I will be 
glad to have your comments and                   
suggestions. There will be more Eco Tips 
next month, “In the Bathroom”. 
Source: Anglican Diocese of Leeds, some amendments. 

Bentham On The Map 
Living in Bentham sometimes seems like 
living on the edge, nestled as we are just 
inside North Yorkshire but rubbing                   
shoulders with both Lancashire and                
Cumbria. Unless there is a really big news 
event, Bentham rarely seems to get a             
mention in the local press. 

Timothy Fox would like to remedy this 
situation and is happy to act as the ‘link 
man’ for anyone who wants to publicise an 
event to take place or report on an event 
which has happened. Timothy would need 
your copy by email at least a week before 
publication, but he would then forward it 
to all the local press. To contact Timothy:- 

wenningfoxes@btinternet.com 

 
All joinery work  

Undertaken 
 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 
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Lune Valley Social  
Activities Group 
By George Scurrah 

Are you looking for new ventures and              
activities ????? 

Why not join the Lune Valley Social                
Activities Group ??? 

We all enjoy going out and about, some 
of our activities include walking, holidays in 
the UK and also abroad, meals out, domino 
evenings, a poetry group, microlight flights, 
crown green bowls (in summer) to mention 
just a few. 

In fact anything that the members fancy 
organising for themselves. 

Our members are mostly retired, but not 
exclusively so. 

We meet on the first Thursday of the 
month in the URC Hall at Halton at 7pm. 

If you're interested just come along or 
alternatively for further information phone 
me on (01524 811109 or 07772 014496). 



  33  

 

March Walks 
By Kate Rowe 
   I feel I shall be glad to see the back of               
February with its cold, wet and windy 
weather. The weather for our walks was 
varied, but I was very lucky that for my walk 
it was a rare beautiful, sunny day with crisp 
snow on the ground. But despite the cold 
and wet, it was amazing to see daffodils 
flowering in the first week of February!               
By now we should be seeing a lot more. 
Walks leave Lairgill at 9.30am apart from the 
Good Friday walk which leaves at 11.30am. 
      Our first March walk starts on Sunday 
4th at the hamlet of Beck Foot north of                
Sedbergh, very near the M6. There is enough 
roadside parking for 4 cars. We walk up 
through the fields to a minor country road 
down which we go as far as Fox`s Pulpit, on 
Firbank Fell. After walking a bit further 
down the road towards the main Sedbergh-
Kendal road we go left down a track and into 
fields, then through woods to reach the 
bridge over the River Lune on the main road. 
After crossing the river we pick up the Dales 
Way, which we follow back along the river. 
We leave the river by the railway viaduct 
near Beck Foot and walk up the hill to our 
cars, 7.5 miles. 
      We start from Waddington in the Ribble 
Valley on Wednesday 14th for a 7 mile walk. 
After passing the interesting alms houses 

we'll follow field paths towards West                
Bradford, then accompany the River Ribble 
to Grindleton. At Laneside Farm we take 
Green Lane for almost a mile. Using field 
footpaths we cross over West Clough Brook 
to Lowcocks Farm, then Bucks Farm. After 
crossing Drakehouse Brook it may be boggy, 
before reaching Moor Lane and then passing 
Seedalls, Cuttock Clough Farm and Mill 
Farm. We turn south to Feazor Farm and 
back to Waddington. 
      The walk on Saturday 24th is ascent of  
High Cup Nick from the village of Dufton in 
the Eden Valley. High Cup Nick is one of 
northern England's geological wonders; it is 
a U-shaped valley, and we shall see clearly 
the "Whin Sill" layer. We shall follow a 
standard path from the Dufton car park to 
the summit at NY 744260; the ascent is a little 
over 500 metres, and we descend by the 
same path, 4 miles each way. There is a nice 
pub back in Dufton. 
       The Good Friday walk at 11.30am on 
30th covers 5 miles and is based on the                 
Bentham Heritage Trail.  Starting from               
Lairgill car park we cross the B6480 and walk 
over fields as far as Greystonegill Bridge.           
We go across to New House and return by 
the Wenning to Lairgill or to the Horse and 
Farrier for those interested. 
       NB. Advance notice of our first April 
walk, 8.5 miles around Caton and Halton on                
Tuesday 3rd. 

Photo by Kate  was taken just above Endmoor, looking to the Lake District 
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Teenage Book 
Review 
By Daisy Redfern 

‘A Darkling Plain’ is            
the 4th and final book in 
the ‘Mortal Engines’ 
series by Philip Reeve.                   
This book was first             
published in 2006. 

It is set soon after the 
third book, ‘Infernal Devices’, yet a lot has 
changed in the lives of Wren and Tom 
Natsworthy. In a life of flying on the Bird 
Roads once again, their life is somewhat            
interrupted by the appearance of an old            
acquaintance. This acquaintance draws up 
mystery and hope for Tom, who never lost 
his passion for his city, London. We follow 
the two all around in their endeavour to fill 
the gap left in their lives. However, there are 
many threads to this story and Reeve leaves 
our minds in different places as he scatters 
our focus – separating our thoughts like the 
separation of the characters. As the                  
characters battle with themselves Reeve 
gives us a feeling of confusion as we battle 
with ourselves and wonder who to trust. 

I was so keen to start this book, yet didn’t 
want it to end. Reeve never leaves us                
uninterested or unexcited – this series is            
certainly worth reading, and really makes 
you think. 

 

Don’t forget the BN deadline date is  
12th March for the April edition 



  35  

 

What Is The Future For Bentham 
Playing Fields? 
By Pam Woof 

What is the future of the playing fields? Currently it                    
provides recreation and play space for our children and                         
grandchildren.  It has the facilities for team sports and the potential for other activities 
but what would you like to see on the Wenning Avenue Playing Fields?  

     We want to find out what the playing fields mean to you and your children so that 
any future developments are a reflection of the needs and wishes of the Bentham                 

community.  

     Please take a few minutes to answer the 
survey. You can find it on Facebook or use 
this link:  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/69RWMJJ  
and also  

www.thebenthamnews.co.uk/extras/
playingfields  
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Bentham Library AGM 
By Friends Of Bentham Library (FoBL) 

The Annual General Meeting was held at 
the Library on 9th February 2018. It has 
been an eventful period since the last AGM 
in 2016 and an exciting time for Bentham 
Library. 
 

April 2017 NYCC Bentham Community 
Library came into being. FoBL found them-
selves having to bridge the gap when the 
transfer to Pioneer Projects, due to take 
place in April, was unexpectedly delayed 
and didn’t take place until June 2017. FoBL 
volunteers rose to the challenge with their 
usual enthusiasm and commitment. We 
would like to thank NYCC Library staff for 
their support during that time and for all 
the support given to FoBL during our time 
working together at Bentham Library.   
 

June 2017 Bentham Community Library 
opened in a new location at Pioneer                   
Projects. NYCC provided new bookshelves 
and furniture as well as many new books. 
We would like to thank Pioneer Projects for 
taking on the Library and giving our                
Community Library a very comfortable and 
attractive new home. Although our job of 
saving Bentham Library is done, FoBL will 
continue to support the Library in the years 
to come.  

A little bit of history of Bentham Library: 

Bentham Library, as many will know, 
has moved around a bit, from above what is 

now Bentham Imaging to what was the old 
school at the bottom of Robin Lane. So it is 
no stranger to change and this latest 
change, although radical at first, is proving 
to be highly successful.  Run entirely by the 
community, the change of location and             
format seems to have generated a new             
interest in all things Library. With many 
people joining for the first time and lapsed 
users rekindling their memberships, book 
issues have increased, the new Library is 
buzzing and the atmosphere is warm and 
friendly.  This is due to the volunteers, who 
regularly and freely give up their time to 
staff the Library. Your dedication and              
commitment to Bentham Community                
Library keeps it going and  encourages            
people to come and use the Library.     

Now it’s time to change our focus. FoBL 
will move from providing volunteers to 
help run the Library to supporting it in a 
number of ways, from raising money at 
coffee mornings to providing newspapers 
in the Library and other projects.   

There was a good turnout for the                   
meeting and a delicious lunch of                         
sandwiches and homemade cakes was              
provided by Margaret Cowling. 

Bentham News is published at New House, Mewith Lane, Bentham, by a voluntary                
editorial committee consisting of Shirley Brown, Kathleen Kelly, Ros Lloyd,                   
Howard Matthew, Anne Preston, Jane Proctor, Richard Wallace, Pam Woof, and             
Denise Henshaw - co-ordinator, who can be contacted on 015242 61515.                                
Emma Greenep works alongside Denise administering the advertising side of the             
paper and can be reached on ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk. Every effort is made to             
ensure that information contained in the paper is correct, however, Bentham News is an 
open access paper and views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the             
editorial committee. The committee reserves the right to edit contributions. We are willing 
to withhold names on request, but names, addresses and telephone numbers must                   
accompany  all  items  for publication. Email to:- info@thebenthamnews.co.uk or hand            
in to Emma’s Hair and Beauty in the Main Street or use our website 
www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 

Copy deadline is 12th March for the April edition. Please note we cannot guarantee the 
inclusion of any articles after this date. We aim to acknowledge all emails, if you do not 
receive a reply to an email, contact us again, as it may not have been received. 

 

Advertise for an entire quarter  
in Bentham News for free  
inclusion on the website’s  

directory for the same quarter 
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Craven Concerns 
By District Councillor Ian Thompson 

cllr.Ithompson@cravendc.gov.uk 

Budgets have been approved for 2018/19 by 
all the local authorities included in our 
council tax bills. Funding from central           
government continues to reduce so a             
greater proportion of the cost of providing 
services will need to be collected locally. 

In order to limit the increase while               
delivering the same quality of service, your 
council continues to search for cost savings 
and will also use some of its reserves to 
balance its budget. A typical band D house 
will be asked to pay an extra £5 per year to 
Craven District. It has also taken action to 
create new sources of income, two of which 
are described below. 

New Council Housing 

Following a number of years which have 
not seen any new housing built by the 
council, under-used council land has been 
released and a joint venture created to build 
much-needed homes. These will be offered 
as affordable homes for shared ownership, 
or for rental and some sold at market prices 
to help subsidise the affordable homes. The 
rent and council tax paid by these new 
homes will help to spread the cost of               
council services. 

An Arts Hub to make us proud 

Thanks to a grant of £1,500,700 from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, Skipton Town Hall 
is being developed as a cultural hub for the 
Craven district. This will bring it into the 
21st century as an exciting, engaging and 
sustainable heritage attraction with fantastic 
new displays, events and education                 
programmes. The project will improve           
access to the museum’s collection through          
a complete redesign of the museum,                  
creation of dedicated storage and research 
facilities, improved education programmes. 
A cataloguing and digitisation project              
involving volunteers will make the                  
collections available online for the first time. 

Details of the exciting events planned for 
this year can be found at https://
www.cravendc.gov.uk/skipton-town-hall/whats-
on/ or by picking up a brochure next time 
you visit Skipton. 

 

Don’t forget the BN deadline date is  
12th March for the April edition 
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Plastic Forever 
By Richard Wilson 
I’m old enough to remember 
when buckets were galvanised, 
sweaters were wool, shirts were 
cotton, bags were paper, tyres were rubber, 
milk bottles were glass, sweets were 
wrapped in cellophane and shopping bas-
kets were wicker. Tough but we coped! 

Then came fantastic plastic – light,            
versatile, and waterproof. But 60 years on 
we are counting the cost of this durable, in 
fact indestructible, material. The clothes 
and utensils may wear out but the plastic 
persists, and as it degrades, the fragments 
get smaller and more difficult to control, so 
they can infiltrate water supplies, disperse 
into the ocean, and collect in great areas of 
toxic soup. Google ‘Plastic Pollution’ to 
watch distressing videos of sea turtles            
entangled, coral reefs suffocated and sea 
birds suffering painful deaths from                
ingested plastic.   

Recycling is valuable, but it only                   
postpones the point at which the plastic 
comes back to bite us. My fleece is made 
from recycled bottles, but every time I 
wash it, tiny particles break off and end up 
in the waste water system. And much of 
what we use can’t even be recycled – all 
those little plastic bags we pick up on every 
shopping trip. 

Half of all plastic is used only once,            
often for only a few minutes. Bloomin’             
Bentham pickers know only too well that a 
large part of the hundreds of bags of litter 
we collect each year are plastic bags, 
bottles, cartons, augmented now by new 
items, like little mauve sweet dispensers 
(Goodenber playground last week) and 
plastic-reinforced tea-bags that can’t be 
composted. 

Some uses of plastics are invaluable;             
we will probably never find replacement 
materials for, say, much medical                      
equipment. But a lot we could do without. 
The UK government has responded to 
pressure and taken a world lead by                    
banning the use of plastic microbeads in 
cosmetics and toothpaste. Hopefully this is 

the beginning of a move to moderate our 
plastic life-style before it becomes a death-
style. 

At the Green Café this month we are 
going to take a careful look at the problem 
and ways we might all be involved in               
reducing the damaging legacy of this 
amazing invention. We’ll be in Looking 
Well, King Street, on Wednesday 28th 
March at 7.30pm. 
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Wot!? No ‘People Of 
Bentham’ Interview 
This Month? 
By BN Committee 

We know from readers that this feature 
is extremely popular and is one of the first 
BN pages people turn to, so we’re sorry to 
disappoint you, but due to circumstances 
largely beyond our control BN has been 
unable to bring you this month’s interview.         
However it will be back next month.             
But this is an opportunity to say a few 
things about these interviews. So far we 
have included eight Bentham people, who 
have been chosen from a long list of names 
suggested by you, the readers. So keep the 
suggestions coming, and we’ll do as many 
as we can, within the constraints of                   
(a) people agreeing to be interviewed and 
(b) BN editorial committee members (all 
volunteers) having the time to arrange the 
interviews and the photo-shoot.  

SPOTLIGHT FEATURE 

Pages 2 and 3 in March BN are 

an advertorial feature. Would 

you like your business to            

appear? Requests to be included 

in future advertorials should           

be made to Emma at 

ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 

Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 
Mob: 07768 571407 

 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 
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Age Concern’s Busy January 
By Olive Calverley 

January began with the sad news that two of our members had died 
during the Christmas break. Martin Leeming and Martha Bainbridge will be missed as 
they were friendly folk and full of joy. Our thoughts go to their families. 

Each month members put small change into a collecting box to help towards paying 
the insurance for our transport. £90 was donated in December, a very good effort. 

On 5th, Sue Halsall organised a General Knowledge Quiz, which set our minds                  
working overtime, and was very interesting. Thanks were expressed. On 12th, cheerful 
music set our feet tapping as we did our exercises with Sally – very tiring! On 19th,              
Diane Armstrong, a representative of the Yorkshire-based charity, Avalon, told us about 
how this charity encourages people with special needs to join in community activities 
and also helps them with everyday problems. Many have found life easier as a result of 
the loving care they receive from helpers. On 26th, John Dawson, a farmer from Newby, 
introduced his brother, Dr David GP, who works in various parts of the world for a 
Christian charity. David shared memories of a visit to East Timor, which he illustrated 
with slides. This was something different as interesting facts were shared and questions 
answered. 

Recently, staffing problems have been overcome by valiant efforts from the staff, 
which have been much appreciated by members. New helpers are always needed to 
keep Age Concern running smoothly. More drivers and escorts are also required. Can 
you spare a couple of hours on a Friday? Age Concern needs U!!   

Please contact our Secretary Sue Pilkington on 61757. 
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Lancaster’s First Railway 
By Mary Taylor 

Mike Winstanley, Chairman of the 
Ewecross Historical Society, welcomed 
guest speaker, Andrew White, to the               
meeting held in Bentham Methodist 
Church on 29th January. Andrew gave an 
entertaining talk on ‘Lancaster’s First                 
Railway’. This, the Lancaster and Preston 
Junction Railway, was only in existence for 
about 13 years from 1836 to 1849, but for six 
years was the most northerly railhead in 
England. To prevent Lancaster being              
bypassed by the railways push north to 
Scotland, a line was proposed in 1832. Land 
had to be bought and money assured before 
work was allowed to begin by Act of                 
Parliament in 1836. The route of 21 miles 
with a gradient of 1 in 50 was                              
straightforward with no hills and few           
waterways to cross. Work was done by 
hand, much of it with shovels and barrows, 
to dig out cuttings and construct embank-
ments. Both English and Irish workers were 
employed, and sometimes fights broke out, 
usually instigated by the English as the 
Irish were paid less than them and they 
worried about being undercut and losing 
their employment. Elite workers, masons 
and bricklayers constructed bridges and 
most of the line is still in use today.  Part of 
the original Penny Street Station at Lancas-
ter has been incorporated into the Nurses’ 
Home at the Royal Lancaster Infirmary.  

In the beginning it was thought the           
railway would only be used for goods, but 
people also wanted to travel by rail. Preston 
to Lancaster was so inefficient the journey 
took two hours with poorer passengers 
standing all the way in small four wheeled 
carriages with their hats tied on to stop 
them blowing away. The engine driver and 
fireman had no sense of urgency and at 
minor stations went into the fields to pick 
mushrooms or to the local pub leaving the 
passengers waiting on the train. Fares were 
undercut by the canal company, which 
could transport passengers in the same time 
and in comfort. Five trains a day ran on the 

line but no one knew where they were at 
any one time, and a man with a red or 
green flag did the signalling. An accident 
happened in 1848 at Bay Horse Station 
when an express carrying nine Preston 
butchers on their way to Hornby cattle fair, 
crashed into the back of a stationary train.  
The butchers were unhurt but one woman 
died. The Lancaster and Carlisle Company 
took over the line the following year. 

**STOP PRESS!** 

Success For Extra Care Housing 

We have just heard that the proposed 
development of the old Primary School 
site on Robin Lane for a new Extra Care 
Housing facility has been given full             
planning permission, so building can 
now go ahead.  Invitations to tender for 
the construction work have already gone 
out, and we are hoping that early               
summer will see the digging start. 

We will keep you posted with any 
further information.  Watch this space! 
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Hornby Pool Re-opens! 
By Roger Carter 

We are still actively raising money to save 
our little pool for the Lune Valley and a 
Splish Splash 1950s party night recently held 
at Arkholme Village Hall raised more than a 
£1000 for the fighting fund. The Jetsons 4 
piece Rock and Roll band were superb and a 
capacity crowd enjoyed a great evening.  

During the interval LVCS chairman Bob 
McGachie announced that following on-site 
inspections with Lancashire County Council 
Estates and CAT Officers he was hopeful 
that Hornby pool would re-open on Easter 
Monday. However, sounding a note of            
caution he stressed the need for more share 
pledges and other funding and volunteer 
support to ensure future success. 

LVCS would be pleased to hear from any 
Lune valley community wishing to assist 
with further fundraising events and support. 

Spring Clean.  The pool and buildings have 
been closed to the public for a year and 
Dave Collins has called for as many                   

volunteers as possible to help with a spring 
clean and smarten up of reception areas 
before the grand re-opening. He is                   
organising community work parties and 
would love to hear from anyone who can 
help in any way. 

Tea, cakes and general encouragement 
and support especially welcome! 

For further details, volunteering, share 
pledges, sponsorship, newsletter or                  
anything else please contact:  

lunevalleycs@gmail.com  or 01524 805666.  
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COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 
MOB 07765 882579 

 

TAYLORS 
 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 
High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  
9.00am—5.00pm 
Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 

 

Bentham News NEW Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £18 local—£25 non local One eighth page colour £23 local—£30 non local 

One quarter page £35 local—£48 non local One quarter page colour £46 local—£56 non local 

One half page £80 local—£105 non local One half page colour £105 local—£125 non local 

Flyers  £150 commercial   Flyers £75 charity          

People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   
 

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 
 

Send to ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk (or call 015242 61515) 
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What To 
Look For 
In March 
By Sue Halsall 

You should see 
early flowers such as lesser celandines and 
wood anemones during March. Lesser           
celandines are a member of the buttercup 
family and their bright yellow flowers 
which open in sunshine are lovely. There 
are lots of these on the grassy south facing 
bank near the telephone exchange and 

along the river bank. 
The white flowers of 
wood anemones carpet 
the ground from March 
to May and flourish in 
woods where there is 
some light and there 
are lots along the river 
banks, especially along 
the paths up to Shaky 
Bridge. They rarely set 

seed and spread by roots underground, but 
very slowly, as little as 2 metres per                 
century, so if you find some then you are in 
very old woods. Also coming up on damp 
ground near the river is butterbur, a strange 
flower that appears before the leaves. 
There’s a large patch of this near Staggarth 
Farm camping field and in a field opposite 
the trout farm. 

     One thing I love to listen out for in 
March is the sound of curlews returning to 

the hills to breed. They 
spend the winter on the 
coast, feeding in the 
mud of Morecambe 
Bay, but they come 
inland to breed and we 
can hear their bubbling 
calls. Last year, I heard 
the first one on 2nd March. 

  Other things you might see are frog 
spawn appearing in a pond, primroses in                     
hedgerows, brown hares “boxing” when 
females fend off males, bluetits house               
hunting and jackdaws dropping sticks 
down chimney pots hoping they will lodge  
there to make nesting platforms. If you hear 
bird song before it gets light in the morning, 
then it is probably a robin. They are first to 
start singing and last to stop. Street lighting 
can confuse them and you might hear them 
singing in the middle of the night. 

 

Photos left and top left by Sue  Halsall 
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Bentham’s Busy Fire Fighters 
By Richard Blackwell 

It was a busy end to 2017 with a total of 9 incidents being attended by the crew at                 
Bentham in December, and it’s also been a busy start to 2018. Bentham fire fighters have 
attended 6 incidents already as I write this, including two RTCs, assisting the police and 
two house fires, all within the local community. As we head further into 2018 we will be 
out and about in your local area, either attending an incident or public events. We will 
also be doing car washes (usually March and September) so keep your eyes peeled and 
pop along. 

Bentham Fire Station is still looking for members of the public to join our team within 
North Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Service. We have had great success recently, recruiting 6 
new members in 2016 and 1 in 2017, but we still need more. We’re currently looking for 
people who could provide availability during the day between 8am and 6pm, or as much 
as they can possibly manage. 

Working for the fire service isn’t without its benefits, as well as the pay (up to £2,316 
retainer) simply for being available. On top of this there’s an hourly rate for training and 
fire calls, and you get great experience and skills, including first aid, that you can use         
outside of the fire service. You can find out more by looking at this web site: 

 

www.northyorksfire.gov.uk/working-for-us/vacancies_firefighters/retained_on_call_firefighter 
 

As you can see from December and January alone, even though as a community we’re 
getting safer and smarter, the need for a local fire station is still as great as ever. We really 
do need your help to sustain what has been brilliant availability from such a reduced 
crew. I personally thank everyone who has applied in the past and invite anyone to put 
their name forward to join us in 2018. Please contact me on 07769 952828, or by email at 
richard.blackwell@northyorksfire.gov.uk or by dropping into the station on Monday and 
Thursday nights between 7pm and 9pm for further details. The kettle is always ready and 
we have a good supply of biscuits - if you don’t believe me, come and see! We’d really 
like to hear from you, even if when you’ve thought about it before and, for whatever          
reason, thought you couldn’t do it, we bet you 
could. 

We will be holding a recruitment event at 
Bentham Station on Friday 30th March             
between 10am and 2pm. 

We are also having a car wash to raise funds 
on Saturday 17th March, 8.30am-12.30pm. The 
car wash is in aid of the Fire Fighters Charity 
which is celebrating its 75th anniversary this 
year. So please come along and help make it a 
spectacular year! 


