
     

 

50P  DONATION APPRECIATED 

Bentham Honours Its Heroes 
 

Charles Robertson V.C. M.M. 

Theodore Bayley Hardy V.C. D.S.O. M.C. 
 

In 1918, two men connected with Bentham received the Victoria Cross for their gallantry 
during battle in the First World War and, one hundred years later, Bentham will                  
dedicate Stones in their memory. Charles Robertson was born in Bentham in 1879 and 
Theodore Bayley Hardy, born in 1863, was headmaster of Bentham Grammar School 
from 1907-1913. 

The Victoria Cross (VC) is the highest award of the United Kingdom honours system. 
It is awarded for gallantry “in the presence of the enemy” to members of the British 
armed forces, and was introduced in 1856 by Queen Victoria to honour acts of valour 
during the Crimean War. The only two Victoria Crosses awarded in North Craven went 
to Bentham men, a fact of which Bentham is rightly very proud. Bentham will be unique 
in Craven to be honouring two recipients of the VC in their community. Two Stones to 
commemorate the actions of these men have been commissioned and are to be                   
dedicated at a ceremony on Saturday 21st April at 2pm on School Hill. All are warmly 
invited to attend the dedication, which will last about 30 minutes, and will be followed 
by refreshments in the Town Hall. 
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Bentham’s Poppy Projects 

 

Plans For Low Bentham 
By Sharon Haslam and Michaela Gorden 

November 11th this year will be the 100th anniversary of the end of WWI and we would 
like to inform Bentham News readers about Low Bentham’s Poppy Project. A small group 
of volunteers are crocheting, knitting and sewing poppies, which will be placed in an area 
in Low Bentham. We are hoping to use the Rose Garden on Burton Road, Low Bentham, 
where we will decorate a tree and build a raised bed that will be filled with poppies. We 
hope to encourage the community to be involved by growing poppies or other red plants 
(as poppies will not be out in November) in any type of container i.e. old wellingtons, 
walking boots, be wild and wacky, then place them on or near the doorstep. There are 
other ways you could be involved by donating soil, poppy red or black wool, chicken 
wire, and of course making the poppies. This will be an opportunity to remember the 
lives that were lost during WWI.  If you are interested in helping then email me on                  
shazhaz@hotmail.com or Michaela on M19kl@aol.com. 
 

Plans For High Bentham 
By Sue Halsall and Shirley Brown 

In High Bentham we intend making a poppy display like the one that many people will 
have seen pictures of at the Tower of London, although obviously ours will be on a much 
smaller scale! This photo-shopped photo gives an idea of what we’re aiming at. So we are 
asking people to knit or crochet poppies, which will be attached artistically into a display 
later in the year. Free knitting or crochet patterns are available from ‘Temptations’ when 
you buy your wool, or they can be downloaded from the BN website, 
www.thebenthamnews.co.uk  

In a few months’ time we’ll arrange for somewhere central where the poppies can be 
gathered together. Watch this space! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:shazhaz@hotmail.com
mailto:M19kl@aol.com
http://www.thebenthamnews.co.uk
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Richard Whitfield    
10th May 1932 –  
24th February 2018 

By Jane Proctor 

Richard Whitfield was born in May 1932 at 
Park House Farm, Lowgill, the youngest 
son of six children. Although he came from 
a farming family, keeping a goat as a 
youngster was the extent of his interest in 
all things agricultural. Richard went to 
Lowgill School, walking two miles there 
and back each day, and attended Lowgill 
Chapel where he became the organist at the 
age of 10. His mother encouraged his                 
aptitude for music, and his Saturday               
afternoon music lessons from the Wray 
Post Mistress were a welcome respite from 
farming duties. After leaving school                 
Richard was apprenticed into the grocery 
trade, but, this being the period                           
immediately following the Second World 
War, he was called up for National Service 
when he was 18. Richard registered as a 
Conscientious Objector, as his father had 
before him, and was assigned to duties at 
Victoria Hospital in Morecambe for two 
years, which allowed him to return to             
Lowgill each weekend to play the organ at 
chapel. 

Richard met his wife, Gwen, at Wray 
Chapel in 1957, and they married in 1963 
after Gwen had completed her teacher 
training in Leeds. Their first home                      
following their marriage, was at 9                   
Springfield Terrace, for which they paid the 
princely sum of £1,900, and where their two 
children, Kathryn and Jonathan, were born. 
In 1980 the family moved to live at                    
Holly Bank in Robin Lane before Richard 
and Gwen moved to Highfield in Lakeber 
Drive in 1996, following his retirement as 
Chief Finance Officer with the Education 
Department in Lancaster. In retirement 
Richard worked as a volunteer at the                
Tourist Information Office and indulged his 
passion for gardening. He was a lifelong 

Methodist, holding many positions of               
responsibility in Bentham Methodist 
Church, as well as being its organist.                  
Richard was held in affection and esteem 
by everyone who knew him, and was             
respected for his strong, yet gentle,                  
Christian faith. 

Your Advert In Colour 
 From just £23, why not make  

your advert stand out? Email 
ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk  
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People Of Bentham 
This month we are featuring Keith Hartley. He’s 76, married to Mary and is a dad,                 

a granddad and a great granddad, with family in Blackburn and Australia.  
 

How long have you lived in Bentham and what brought you here? 
Mary and I lived in Blackburn, where I was born and raised. In 1989 we bought a caravan 

on Goodenbergh Park as a means of finding a weekend escape from the stresses of work and 
urban life. Over the years we came to know and love the area and eventually, in 2001, we 
moved to our present home in Bentham. We love Bentham, it’s a great working town, what 
you see is what you get without any frills. There’s no such thing as just a 5 minute shopping 
trip as you meet and chat to people every time. 

 

Tell us something about yourself that people wouldn’t normally know. 
For many years I have held a Christian faith. In the early days it was born from a reluctance 

to believe that death means simply turning the human light out and entering a perpetual 
blackness. I could never really accept that the thoughts and learning we have acquired during 
our lifetime will just die with us. Over the years, and hugely inspired by my recovery from a 
serious heart attack and bladder cancer, my faith has developed into something much more 
meaningful. It has also led to a love of Gospel music, which is quite a step from my rock n’roll 
youth! My two ‘claims to fame’ are that in 1962 I shared a Chinese supper in Darwen with 3 
members of The Beatles (before they were famous and I can’t remember which 3!). We met 
after a gig where I was the drummer in a trio, and we had all played at Darwen swimming 
pool which had been transformed into a dance hall by putting boards over the pool to make a 
smashing sprung dance floor. And in 1959, aged 18, I was the first to drive the first Mini ever 
to arrive in the North of England. My dad worked in a garage and this was my treat for                
making a calligraphy sign for my dad’s boss. 

 

If you could travel anywhere, where would you like to go? 
I’d love to have a three-month travel pass on the Swiss transport system, and to be able to 

afford to live there while I used it! I would also like to walk in Yosemite National Park in            
California, to marvel at the spectacular mountain scenery and maybe sip a coffee beneath the 
incredible mountain, El Capitan. 

 

What does a perfect day look like to you? 
 For a start the sun would be shining, warmly, not too hot. Then any combination of a 

mountain view, good company, freshly cooked food, an evening trout rise and a good single 
malt. Oh, and I would love a big bunch of grapes! 

 

 If you could witness any event of the past, present or future, what would it be? 
I’d love to have been present when people started pulling down the Berlin Wall, or when 

Nelson Mandela walked through the prison gates. I was in tears watching these on TV. I’d also 
enjoy being a fly on the wall during some of Mrs May’s Cabinet meetings, although I doubt if 
I’d be able to keep my mouth shut! In the future I would like to be present at the signing of a 
peace treaty to end all wars, anywhere in the world. 

 

Are there world events that you remember particularly from when you were growing up? 
 One of my earliest memories was of some mountainous woman scooping me up in her 

arms and dancing me round a bonfire during VE day celebrations in 1945. I also remember 
coming home from work one evening in time to see the Beatles sing Love Me Do on TV.               
Hardly a world event, or was it? 

 

Is there anyone (e.g. a teacher?) who has had the most influence on your life? 
Our youth club was quite wild. So much so that our leader threw in the towel and left,               

leaving the club in imminent danger of closure. It didn’t close, and this was because a man 
called Norman Moore stepped up to take charge. He transformed the club, and subsequently 
changed the lives of many of our members, including me. We became firm friends and I spent 
many years trying to live up to his moral standards. I find it difficult to say what made him so 
special, other than that he was a thoroughly nice guy with a great sense of humour, who loved 
people and saw good in just about everything. He was a Christian, but did not preach his faith; 
he just lived it. Norman died in 1995, and I still miss him 

 

If you had an unlimited budget, what investment would you make in Bentham? 
I would set up a service to ensure that older and incapacitated people in Bentham received 

the highest quality of life possible. I’m part of an Extra Care Group in Bentham and now that 
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we are going to have a new Extra Care Housing facility built here, I would use it as a base to 
incorporate fully integrated health and social care services, and I would make all of it free at 
the point of delivery. 

 

What’s the worst job you’ve ever done? 
Oddly enough, the worst job I’ve ever done was probably my best paid, and certainly my 

cushiest. I was a Technical Author working on contract to British Leyland, on a senior technical 
grade, and subject to Leyland’s infamous ‘measured day’ working. Having completed an               
allotted ‘task’, which in my case was writing the electrical section of a bus workshop manual, it 
was then necessary to ‘look busy’ until the next task appeared. For me this could mean two or 
three weeks of writing poetry or short stories and once I even wrote a television play (it was 
rubbish!). I was bored to tears, and one afternoon, in an attempt to make my career mean 
something, I applied for social work training, I would never be bored again! As a social worker 
for 22 years, working with people rather than machines, I gained tremendous satisfaction. 

 

What’s your most treasured possession? 
Probably my marriage certificate. 
 

How do you relax? 
What’s that?! 
 

What did you want to be when you were growing up? 
That probably depends on how old I was when asked. For much of my childhood I wanted 

to drive something. Later, through my Famous Five and Secret Seven phase, I wanted to be a 
famous writer. That lasted until my early teens when I was taken to my first motor race at              
Aintree. From that day forward I was set to become the next Stirling Moss. Sadly, my attempts 
to achieve this have resulted only in speeding fines! 

 

Is there a book, film or live event that you’ve particularly enjoyed recently? 
I mostly read historic naval fiction (sailing ships, Napoleonic wars etc.) and find it quite 

exhilarating to escape to the foredeck of a frigate in the midst of a battle with two or three             
enemy battleships. I’ve read just about all the books of all the well-known authors, and am 
currently into a series of books by a relatively new author called Julian Stockwin. His ‘Kydd’ 
series is well worth reading. I helped organise a Gospel Music Festival in Morecambe last           
September and this also gave me a great deal of pleasure. 

Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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Six Things To Do Before 
June 2nd 
By Mike Redfern 

As usual, we need whatever help you can 

offer to make this year’s Carnival a success; 

we run the event more on goodwill than 

money (although it would be nice to have a 

bit of money to spend one year). Have a 

think about one or two of the following 

points. 
 

1.  Building a fairground  

We will be in the Looking Well, King Street, 

on Saturday mornings from 7th April  - 

usually from about 10am – building the 

fairground games and sideshows. Anyone 

is welcome to come and help – you don’t 

need woodworking skills or tools; the               

willingness to use a paintbrush is where I 

start. 
 

2.  Creating a costume/banner/umbrella 

Saturdays from the beginning of May (and 

including Whit half-term) we’ll be in the 

Looking Well making the procession.                  

Remember we are theming the whole thing 

about men and women getting the vote in 

1918 - so we‘d love to see some period               

costumes, some purple and green banners, 

something weird and wonderful. We’ve 

been asked to use the umbrellas again as 

you told us you liked decorating them and 

then marching up Main Street. Come along 

and make your own. 
 

3.  Buy a raffle ticket 

Back to money, I’m afraid. We will be on 

the streets on Easter Saturday, selling raffle 

tickets. Buy one. Or two.  
 

 

4.  Donate something 

Money’s good, but a raffle prize perhaps? 

Or even a piece of your time. We need             

volunteers for Carnival Day. 
 

5.  Volunteer 

On Carnival Day we need help. We need 

stewards for the procession, we need stall-

holders to look after the fairground games 

and we need people in high-viz jackets. 

Give us an hour of your time!  
 

6.  Fancy running a stall? 

This year we’ll be hosting some craft stalls 

in the Auction Mart. If you’d like to sell 

your produce, get in touch with Howard at:               

hello@howardjameslandscapes.co.uk  

We are keen to promote local traders and 

craftspeople – doesn’t matter whether 

you’ve got an Artisan bread machine or a 

funky little lino cut. I’d rather see the stalls 

full of produce and people. 
 

Remember the date: 2nd June 2018.  
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Leon Fijalkowski 
By Pioneer Projects 

We would like to welcome our                             
new, shared, Strategic Director,                               
Leon Fijalkowski, who has joined the team 
at Pioneer Projects.  

Formerly Project Manager at Orb,                  
http://orb-arts.org/ Leon is a long term             
advocate of using creativity to improve 
individual well-being and promote more 
inclusive, capable and vibrant                              
communities. 

Two of North Yorkshire’s most                   
innovative creative arts and well-being               
organisations have just been awarded the 
very first Achieve Grant from North                  
Yorkshire County Council’s Stronger                 
Communities’ “Inspire, Achieve, Innovate” 
programme. Aimed at strengthening local 
voluntary and community organisations 
across the region, this funding will allow 
Orb and Pioneer to share skills, knowledge 
and costs and develop more effective linked 
up services – helping both organisations 
deliver more effective support to more             
people across a wider area. 

“In the current financial climate, it’s              
never been more important for people to 
come together, to find shared, effective and 
sustainable solutions to local needs. This is 
an ideal opportunity for Orb and Pioneer to 
do just that - increasing our impact on local 
people, helping to build healthier                      
communities in which everyone can                
contribute and hopefully creating a model 
that can work across such a diverse place as 
North Yorkshire.” 

Leon is looking forward to gradually 
meeting everyone and finding out about 
what you would all like to see Pioneer                  
Projects Achieve in the future. 

New Shared 
Strategic  
Director  

 

Advertise for an entire quarter in  
Bentham News for free inclusion on the 
website’s directory for the same quarter 



8  

 

Open House 

By Annie Neligan  

How about coming along to a sociable evening,             
listening to a wide range of music, songs and 
words performed by local artists? The last such 
event arranged by the Refugee Support Group 
was wonderful fun. This time the performances 
will be around themes of movement, loss,                    
welcomes and belonging – from all sorts of                  
musical traditions. The evening will star two local 
singer-songwriters. You really don’t want to miss it! 

Come along to Open House, 7pm on 14th April in the Methodist Chapel, Station Road, 
High Bentham. There will be tea, coffee and very good cake! Admission is free but there 
will be a collection for the frontline aid organisation, ‘Help Refugees’, who are ‘a group of 
everyday people, taking joint action to improve lives of refugees’. They work with partners 
in Italy, Greece, Calais and Syria. 

The evening is linked to a harmony-singing workshop, I Belong in this Song, to be held 
the same day, 10am – 3pm in the Methodist Hall. You don’t have to have singing                       
experience: you will be encouraged to find your voice and join in some beautiful and                
inspiring songs by a very experienced singing leader from Sheffield. Why not give it a go? 
For details of either event and to book a place in the singing workshop, email                            

annieneligan@cooptel.net or ring 64886. 
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Making Hay Meadows 

By Sarah Pettifer – Yorkshire Dales Millennium 
Trust: 015242 51002 or email media@ydmt.org 

People and wildlife across the Yorkshire 
Dales are flourishing, thanks to the efforts 
of green-fingered volunteers who have been 
learning new skills and working together to 
transform ten community spaces into flower
-rich havens. It’s part of the Meadow Links 
project, led by local charity Yorkshire Dales 
Millennium Trust (YDMT), which is helping 
community groups in and around the                
Yorkshire Dales to create and restore                 
publically accessible wildflower hay                
meadows along ‘nature recovery networks’, 
to create fantastic habitats for pollinating 
insects, enabling them and other wildlife to 
move across our countryside. 

During the course of this 18-month             
project, the charity provided ten community 
groups with support and advice, as well as 
local sustainably sourced wildflower seed, 
plug plants, tools, a site assessment,                 
bespoke 10 year management plan, and 
training in seed collecting, propagating, 
scything and other traditional skills. Tanya 
St. Pierre, Meadow Links Project Officer, 
said: “Since 2006 we’ve been working with 
farmers to enhance the botanical diversity 
of more than 700 hectares of degraded hay 
meadows. Over the last 18 months, it’s been 
an enormous privilege to have also worked 
with some really fantastic and dedicated 
community groups. What they’ve achieved 
has proven that many of the principles can 
be successfully scaled-down to create                
smaller meadows easily accessed and               
enjoyed by the community, with outcomes 
that are equally important to wildlife.” 

 

One such project is at Cedar House 
School in Low Bentham, where some of the 
grounds are being transformed into a             
meadow (see photo above) and another is 
the car park in Clapham, where a partner-
ship between local residents and the                
Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority is 
creating a hay meadow. If this is successful 
it could set a trend for other grassed                  
amenity areas, which would reduce the 
need for grass cutting.  

Photo bottom left Cedar House pupils Jovi and 
Olivia with teacher Adam Whitehead 
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Mandy’s April Food Blog 
This month I’ve been looking for an inspiring 
dish for a nut-free pesto and I found a delicious 
Mary Berry linguine dish.  
 

Pistou Linguine 

For the Pistou: 

4 tbsp roughly chopped flatleaf parsley 

4 tbsp roughly chopped fresh basil 

2 tbsp roughly snipped fresh chives 

2 garlic cloves, crushed 

1 lemon, juice only 

200g/7oz full-fat crème fraîche 

Salt and freshly ground black pepper 
 

For the Linguine: 

300g/10½oz fine linguine pasta 

Knob of butter 

500g/1lb 2oz chestnut mushrooms, sliced 

75g/2½oz Parmesan (or alternative                   
vegetarian hard cheese), finely grated 
 

Method: 

For the pistou: blend the herbs, garlic,            
lemon juice and crème fraîche in a food 
processor until finely chopped. Season well 
with salt and pepper. 

Cook the linguine in a large pan of salted 
boiling water according to the packet               
instructions. Drain, reserving 2 tablespoons 
of the pasta water. 

Melt the butter in a deep frying pan, add 
the mushrooms and fry over a high heat for 
a few minutes. Cover with a lid for 3 
minutes, remove the lid and cook off any 
liquid over a high heat until the                        
mushrooms are golden brown. Spoon into a 
bowl. 

Add the pistou to the frying pan and 
bring to the boil. Add the pasta and                  
reserved water, season with salt and                
pepper and toss until coated. Add most of 
the Parmesan and mushrooms. Tip the        
pasta into bowls and scatter with the                
remaining Parmesan and mushrooms. 
Check the seasoning, adding more salt and 
pepper if necessary, and serve. 

 

On the sweet side of things, I have been given 
many, many bananas that were getting over-
ripe and as I can only fancy so many smoothies, 
Banana Muffins were the next thing to make. 
 

Banana Muffins  (Makes 6) 

Ingredients: 

125g wholemeal flour 

3 level tbsp light muscovado sugar 

2 level tsp baking powder 

1 medium free-range egg, beaten 

50g low-fat plain yoghurt 

50ml rapeseed oil, plus a little extra for 
greasing 

2 ripe bananas (175g/6oz peeled weight), 
roughly mashed 
 

(see opposite for Method) 
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Gardening in April 
By Joyce Knapp  

April can be a very exciting 
month in the garden as we 
begin to see evidence of growth 
and renewal all around us, and 
can then assess where things 
are working well and where 
they may need a little help from us. This 
help may come in the form of annuals (used 
to plug any gaps in the flower beds and 
borders) that can either be grown easily 
from seed e.g. Nigella or, bought in as 
young plants e.g. Marigolds. Whilst sowing 
seeds directly into the ground is a very             
economical option, we may wish to hurry 
things along a little by planting young 
plants. Either way, it is equally important 
to prepare the ground. First we must             
remove any weeds, especially the deep-
rooted ones such as dandelions, and then 
lightly fork over the ground to loosen the 
soil and remove any stones we may find. 
When we have sown or planted it may be 
necessary to water if we have a dry spell. 

April is the first month that we can                 
confidently sow vegetable seeds outdoors 
and these can range from root crops such as 
carrots, beetroot, parsnips, swede and                
radish to others such as peas, lettuce and 
rocket. The techniques used when sowing 
seed can vary. When sowing crops of               
radish we can broadcast the seeds, whereas 
carrots are perhaps best sown in neat rows, 
so we can easily weed around their wispy 
young shoots. Any seeds of plants that are 
not fully frost-hardy can be sown this 
month in pots or trays of compost in a cold 
greenhouse and these include runner 
beans, French beans and the herb basil.             
We will be able to plant out both varieties 
of beans mentioned by next month,                
whereas the basil will need the protection 
of either a greenhouse or a windowsill 
throughout its life.   

There is relatively little work to be done 
in the fruit garden this month, but it is             
important to remove any flowering stems 

we may see coming from 
a root of rhubarb, as              
leaving them on would 
inhibit the production, 
and quality of further 
edible stems. The only 
other task is to check            
beneath the strawberry 
plants, removing any 

slugs and snails present, before applying a 
mulch of straw to prevent soil-splash             
damaging the  developing fruits.  

Nature Notes 
By David Fisher 

On a very wet day I              
went into Eskew Wood 
and to my astonishment 
saw an indicator of             
ancient woodland, Wood 
Sanicle, a species of             
flower that’s probably 
been there for years.  I also saw the Barren 
Strawberry, which flowers but doesn’t fruit.  
Collared Doves have been mating. 

Great Wood Rush and Ramsons (or Wild 
Garlic) will flower later in the spring when 
the weather gets warmer. 

For some time now the population of 
trout has remained stable, with numbers 
gradually increasing due to conservation 
work. 

Mandy’s Blog continued ….. 
Method: 

Preheat the oven to 200C/180C Fan/Gas 6. 
Line a six-hole muffin tin with muffin cases 
or grease it. Mix together the flour, sugar 
and baking powder in a bowl. In a separate 
bowl, beat together the egg, yoghurt and oil. 
Make a well in the flour, pour in the liquid 
and mix well. Stir in the mashed bananas, 
taking care not to over-mix. Spoon the             
mixture into the prepared cases and bake 
for 20–30 minutes, or until a skewer inserted 
into the centre comes out clean. Transfer the 
muffins to a wire rack to cool. These muffins 
freeze well, so make a batch and freeze for 
up to three months. 
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Low Bentham 
By Simone Pridmore 

Deputising for both the                       
President and Vice President, 
Treasurer Ms Sheila Brown welcomed 13 
members to the meeting and after the             
business was completed introduced the 
speaker for the evening, Mr Gerald                   
Townson. Although we thought we were 
going on a rail trip around Europe, we                 
actually “travelled” around the Baltic Sea 
via ship, tram and electric train. The first 
port of call was Oslo with visits to various 
museums to see the 
‘KonTiki’ exhibition, the 
Vigeland Sculpture Park 
and the Museum that 
tells the story of Polar 
exploration, the Fram. 
We went to Trondheim, 
the Lofoten Islands off 
the west coast of Norway and up to the 
Arctic Circle. Continuing the cold feel we 
were then diverted for a short stop to                
Vienna at a mere minus 10C, had a whisk 
round to the Schonbrunn Palace and the 
Belvedere Gardens, all in the snow, then by 
tram for a quick look at the Wurstelprater 
Amusement Park with the Ferris wheel of 
Harry Lime fame. It was then back to sea 
and on to Malmo, Stockholm, Riga and 
Tallinn and back to Stockholm to complete 
our evening jaunt. Mrs Margot Checkley 
gave the vote of thanks. Mr Townson 
judged the competition, a postcard of               

Europe, which was won by Ms Brown. The 
Book Club and Craft and Chat Group                
meetings were arranged. As usual visitors 
are always welcome. 

Tatham Fells 
By Mary Taylor  

Margaret McIntosh, President of Tatham 
Fells Women’s Institute, welcomed                     
members and guest speaker, Gill Webster 
with her husband, to the meeting held in 
the Old School on 13th February. Gill called 
her talk ‘Delving Into Grandma’s Attic’ and 
showed us beautifully 
made Victorian clothes, 
including an enormous 
and gorgeous pair of 
bloomers with lace insets, 
and several christening 
robes. She also showed a 
pair of Victorian                     
spectacles with blue glass, which had                  
inspired her to start her collection as a 
child. Some of the children’s garments on 
display had belonged to children in her 
husband’s family; all ten children looked 
very neat and tidy on a photograph of 1884. 
Members had great fun trying to guess the 
use of five labelled items in a box of                   
Victoriana. Five teams had five minutes to 
try to solve the puzzles before their box was 
passed on to the next team. Items identified 
included moustache curlers, a delicate little 
knife for picking the flesh out of a walnut 
and a doughnut maker. Barbara Haddow 
thanked the speaker for a most entertaining 
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evening. Winners of the competition for an 
unusual sewing item were Kath Dickinson, 
Barbara Harrison and Linda Kirkby. 

During business, Jenny Herd reported on 
a very enjoyable five-mile walk on a lovely 
sunny day. The President reported on 
‘Private Lives’ at the Dukes Theatre in               
Lancaster which members and friends had 
found hilarious. Members had a lovely 
evening with Wennington and District WI 
at their Hot Pot supper. Three teams had 
entered Lancashire Federation Quiz, but the 
evening had proved disappointing with 
many of the questions being impossible for 
any of the teams to answer. The evening 
concluded with refreshments provided by 
Lucy Lee and Barbara Haddow. 

High Bentham 
By Wendy Dowbiggin 

The High Bentham  WI did not meet this 
month due 
to bad 
weather. 

 

RSPCA Charity Event For 
Bentham 
By Carolyne Lobb,  ‘All My Animals’  
www.allmyanimals.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/allmyanimals.co.uk/ 

Are you concerned about animal welfare in 
your village? Would you like further help 
and advice on what you can do about it? 
Are you concerned about the amount of dog 
poop on our village streets and what we can 
do to sort it out? ‘All My Animals’ is                
inviting your local RSPCA officer and 
Neighbourhood Officer to Bentham                  
sometime in June. Also present will be             
representatives from Craven District              
Council, Dalehead Vets and Bentham Pet 
Rescue. The event will be a chance to meet 
with them and a local vet to ask about any 
issues. As I have limited funds, The Coach 
House pub has kindly offered us their 
premises to hold the event. 

As soon as we have a date fixed in June, 
it will be publicised in BN and around the 
area. All proceeds will go to the RSPCA. 
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Lest We Forget - 

Stephen Lawson 
Words by Allan Hartley 

Research by Marilyn Hartley 

By August 1918, the German Spring Offensive, the                          
Kaiserschlact, the Kaiser’s Battle, had run out of steam 
in their dash to the sea. Despite heavy losses, the                 
British, French and Commonwealth armies slowed the 
German advance. With America now in the war, the 
Allied armies went on the offensive, starting with the 
2nd Battle of the Somme, 8th August to 3rd September, 
followed by the last 100 days of the war, 8th August to 
11th November. The carnage and the killing would 
continue, with Bentham men still caught up in the 
battle, the first victim being Stephen Lawson. 
 

 

Stephen was born in Low Bentham in 1888, the 
youngest son of James1 and Isobella2               
Lawson, née Pooley. The family home was at 
Fourlands Hill, Low Bentham, where the                
family remained. 

   By the time of the 1911 census, Stephen is 23 
and still at home at Fourlands Hill, having gone 
to school at Thornton’s School in Burton in 
Lonsdale, then later finding work with            
William Bateson and Sons at Waterside                
Potteries, also in Burton.  

   By early 1916 all single men would be                 
conscripted into the army. Stephen was no             
exception, enlisting in Settle on 13th May 1916 
with the Royal Scots (Lothian) Regiment 5/6 
Battalion as Private 348028, though we have no 
idea why he chose a Scottish Regiment when 
there were more local regiments for a Bentham 
chap.  

   Hereon in, Stephen’s service record is                 
virtually non-existent. So what happened to 
Stephen? 

After training, the Royal Scots, with Stephen, were engaged at the end of 1916 as the 
battle of the Somme fizzled out and then throughout 1917 at Arras and Third Ypres, 
better known as Passchendaele. In 1918 came the German Spring Offensive that broke 
through, devasting our lines to the point of our very survival. Having survived all that 
and some of the heaviest and vicious fighting of the war, Stephen is caught up in the 2nd 
Battle of the Somme in the area near the French cities of Amiens and St Quentin. Here he 
met his fate, being killed on 11th August 1918. 

 
                       Continued opposite ………….. 
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Lest We Forget Continued … 

And so another fine young man became a             
victim of the mud and bullets of the Somme.            
He was laid to rest at Bouchoir New British3              
cemetery in the open French countryside of 
the Somme, grave ref VI A 19. 

A memorial service was held in late              
October at All Saints Church, Burton in 
Lonsdale, with the Rev R Stowel officiating.  
He made touching,references to our local 
heroes and old scholars of Thornton’s school. 

Stephen is commemorated on the war                
memorial plaque on Station Road, the                
memorial plaque at St John the Baptist 
Church, Low,Bentham, and All Saints 
Church, Burton in Lonsdale. 

 

Stephen was the 45th Bentham 
man to be killed. He was 30. 

 

Notes 

1  James was born in Clapham. We don’t know 

when, what he did for a living or when he died 

but, given the location, we guess he was a farmer.  

Stephen is noted as being the youngest of three sons; sadly we don’t know the names of the other 

two sons and whether they fought in the war. 

2  Isobella was born in Burton in Lonsdale. Sadly she died in 1890, when Stephen was a baby. 

Stephen’s father, James, later married Barbara Capstick in 1901 but that’s all we know. 

3  Bouchoir New British Cemetery is near the village of Bouchoir not far from the French towns of 

Roye and Amiens. The cemetery is pleasantly located in the open countryside overlooking the fields 

of what was the battlefield. The village of Bouchoir was overrun and destroyed during the German 

Spring Offensive but was recovered by the Canadians in August, at the time of the Allied offensive 

in which Stephen died. The cemetery was started after the Armistice, bringing in the dead off the 

battlefield. The cemetery contains 763 burials; sadly 231 are unknown but all were killed in the 

area around Bouchoir during the battles of 1918. 

 

Pictures show left, Stephen’s grave and above, 

Bouchoir New British cemetery in France.                

Stephen’s grave is the closest to the camera, 

bottom left. Alongside are many other Royal 

Scots killed and buried with Stephen. 

 

Don’t forget the BN deadline date 
is 12th April for the May edition 
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Records Smashed, Rare 
Sheep Sold And TV 
Cameras At The Mart 

By Rachael Jackson, Richard Turner & Son,           
Auctioneers 

 £7,000 Swaledale Ewe Mart Record: A new 
mart record price for a Swaledale Breeding 
Ewe was set at Bentham Auction’s Annual 
Sale of Hill Bred Individual Breeding 
Sheep, when a two shear Swaledale Ewe 
from Messrs PE & KA Sowerby of Oakbank 
Farm, Kirkby Stephen sold for £7,000 to 
Frank Brennand of Chapel-le-Dale. Other 
breeds also enjoyed a buoyant trade. In the 
Dalesbred section, Thomas & John Kelsall, 
Clapham, secured both Champion and            
Reserve rosettes, with their first place Ewe 
and Shearling respectively, which later 
went on to realise £1,100 & £1,250. 

TV Cameras In The Mart: Herdwicks 
topped at £600 for a 2 shear Ewe from              
Arnold Lancaster of Coniston. Arnold is 
currently being filmed by Channel 4 for the 
television programme, ‘The Yorkshire Dales 
& Lakes’. 

Rare German Fox Sheep – The Only Flock 
In The UK: The sale also included a                        
consignment of German Fox Sheep, the 
only flock in the UK, from Keswick. Each 
sheep had pure-bred twin lambs at foot and 
sold to a top price of £400 per family. 

Great Annual Show Of Store Cattle Sees 8 
Year Store Cattle Record Broken:                           
J & I Whitaker from Clapham secured the 
Champion rosette on 6th March with their 
first place Limousin cross heifer. This 
strong heifer later went on to realise the top 
price of the day, £2,200, smashing the              
previous store cattle record of £2,120 which 
has been held by Graeme Jackson since 
2010. After frantic bidding the hammer fell 
to Sheila Mason of Keasden.  
 

Photo above of a German Fox Sheep with lamb 

at Dowthwaite Head Farm, a Keswick Hill farm 

specialising in hardy fell sheep. 

Bentham News now has 32 pages of   

colour in which we can print  

colour photographs by local people of 

local events. So don’t forget to send 

them in and let us know what your club, 

team, or group is doing!  

info@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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North Yorkshire Takes The Initiative 

By Our Brexit Correspondent 

Thankfully, after Britain leaves the European Union and we achieve freedom from                
onerous and unnecessarily bureaucratic regulations concerning the shape of our bananas 
or restrictions on the suction power of our vacuum cleaners, local councils will come into 
their own and be able to implement more sensible rules and regulations. Already, as 
readers of BN’s Town Council report (see January BN issue 375 page 21) will know, 
NYCC is undergoing a county-wide replacement of old fashioned lampposts with new 
lighter weight LED powered lampposts. 

Recently there have been a number of insurance claims against North Yorkshire                  
County Council for personal injury suffered as a result of pedestrians colliding with 
lampposts while using their mobile phones. The Highways Department is very                     
concerned, as these claims would come out of their existing budget, which is already 
stretched. So, getting ahead of the exact details of Brexit, for which plans nationally are 
still at an early stage, NYCC has decided to be proactive and call an emergency meeting 
of their crisis committee to draw up plans to deal with this                    
pecuniary threat. The new proposal is that, in addition, these new 
lampposts will also be coated with a latex-foam based, rubberised 
layer. This will soften the impact for any pedestrians who collide 
with them and thus reduce claims against the council for personal 
injury. 

These improvements, which are estimated to be costing NYCC 
£35,000 in the short term, will, Committee Chair, Councillor Joe 
King, assured BN’s reporter, save the council well in excess of that 
in the long-term. Approaches have already been made to Angus 
Fire, which is hoping to get the contract to supply the lampposts’ 
protective cladding. Furthermore, he said: “We are proud that 
NYCC is taking a lead with this vital health and safety issue, and 
as a result of Brexit we look forward in the future to being able to 
devise more of our very own local solutions to local issues. This is 
a sensible way forward.” 

These decisions and the budgetary consequences, which may involve funds being              
removed from less pressing issues, such as repairs to pot-holes, resurfacing highways or 
renewing road markings, will be ratified at a further crisis meeting scheduled for a date 
as soon as possible after April 1st, which unfortunately falls on a Sunday. 
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Letters 
 

Dear Bentham News 

In December you published 
an article about ‘refugees’ in 
Calais, and readers were invited to find out 
more about the situation and perhaps offer 
help. I looked at the website referred to, and 
also read other sources, and the situation 
appeared far less clear-cut than the article 
implied. In my letter in February I quoted 
the UK’s most senior immigration judge, 
who had stated that many of those in Calais 
“…are probably not refugees in any general 
sense…”, and I also quoted the highly            
respected think-tank, Migration Watch UK, 
who had reached a similar conclusion.  

As someone who actively campaigned 
for Brexit, I spoke with hundreds of people 
in Bentham and elsewhere, both when 
manning street stalls and out canvassing, 
and strong dissatisfaction with the                
unprecedented levels of immigration was 
constantly referred to, even by a significant 
number of ‘Remain’ voters; support for 
illegal immigration or for having open              
borders was minimal, and the vote for 
Brexit was to a large extent a reflection of 
that concern. 

So, if we wish to help those who are            
genuinely in need of refugee status or of 
humanitarian protection, as many of us do, 
public support for their cause is probably 
damaged by campaigners and letter-writers 
who either do not admit that among those 
present in Calais are young men in their 
20s and 30s who are economic migrants 
attempting to enter the country illegally, or 
who appear to be in favour of such                   
immigration. It is not xenophobic,               
uncompassionate or intolerant for a nation 
to decide whom to admit, bearing in mind 
the need for social cohesion and the impact 
upon public services and national                     
infrastructure. 

Paul Andrews, High Bentham 
 
 

 

Dear Bentham News, 

I have followed the correspondence about 
refugees with interest and find my mind 
turning the problem upside down and con-
sidering what it would be like if the citizens 
of this country became embroiled in civic 
strife or economic catastrophe and we had 
to flee our homes to survive. Imagine the 
unimaginable and that for some reason 
large numbers of British citizens had to 
seek refuge in a Muslim country, let’s say 
Morocco.  What would it take for you to 
abandon your home, work and family to 
cross France and Spain, by whatever means 
you could, and then live in squalid condi-
tions before arriving in a strange land 
where you neither understood the lan-
guage nor customs?  I cannot help thinking 
that you have to be really desperate to be a 
refugee. It is not a soft option. 

I am writing this in the comfort of a 
warm living room on 1st March, as the 
‘beast from the east’ howls around the 
house.  What must it be like for those peo-
ple huddled in makeshift shelters across 
the Channel? Many refugees are educated, 
skilled people; engineers, doctors,                 
scientists, nurses, joiners or bricklayers etc, 
they are not scroungers and could make a 
valuable contribution to our economy.             
I suppose what is needed is the impossible: 
a world free of conflict and for all countries 
to be sufficiently prosperous to offer             
adequate opportunities at home. Failing 
that surely it is up to the prosperous               
nations of the world to support these             
unfortunate people until peace or                     
prosperity returns to their homeland. 

I have always thought of Bentham as a 
tolerant place. Prior to the outbreak of the 
1939 conflict, Bentham welcomed a number 
of Jewish immigrants from Austria. Many 
stayed, others migrated to Israel, but all 
had fond memories of Bentham because of 
the welcome and support they received 
here.  Let’s keep up the tradition! 

David Johnson, Low Bentham 

This correspondence is now closed for the time being. 
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People’s Page 
 

Charity Thanks 
The Tuesday Club thanked everyone who 
made donations in memory of Martin in 
March BN. The amount raised was not 
only £420 for the North West Air             
Ambulance but £420 also for our 
Tuesday Club. The total raised was 
£840. 
Thank you. Elza Sayer 
 

Bentham Youth Café would like to say a 
huge thank you to everyone who                   
supported and attended the Coffee               
Morning held at Bentham Town Hall on 
Saturday 17th February 2018.  With your 
support, we raised £200 which will help 
with the running costs of the Youth Café.  
Your support is much appreciated. 
 

Bentham Fire Station would like to 
thank everyone that attended the March 
Charity Car Wash, we managed to raise a 
fantastic £361.09. We would also like to             
remind people we're still looking for           
people to join the team at Bentham and 
you're welcome to join us on Mondays and 
Thursdays 7-9pm. 
 

Personal Thanks 
Gwen, Kathryn & Jonathan Whitfield have 
been overwhelmed by the love and                 
kindness shown to them on the loss of              
Richard, a dearly loved husband and father.  
Your cards, flowers and prayers have been 
very much appreciated, and helped to ease 
the sorrow and grief we now feel. 

A very sincere 'Thank you' to all.  
 

Jim West – Jim’s partner Jean, Dale, Gavin 
and Brendan would like to thank friends 
and neighbours for their messages of                
sympathy, cards and flowers and donations 
to St John’s Hospice and Yorkshire Air            
Ambulance. Also thanks to Jimmy                   
Macdonald of B&W Funerals for all his help 
and support, and to Rev Anne Russell for 
her kindness and support. Thanks also to 
Dr Brandwood for her care and to the              
district nurses and palliative care nurses 
and to Airedale Hospital for the care given 
to Jim.  

Thank you and God bless you all. 
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WWI Display 
By David Johnson 

One part of Bentham’s plan to mark the 
centenary of the conclusion of the First 
World War is to arrange a display of                   
memorabilia and artefacts from the 1914-18 
war. Several people have already offered to 
provide material, but we are sure there will 
be lots of items that will interest others 
lurking in boxes and old suitcases, or                
maybe proudly displayed in homes. The 
Town Council has kindly granted free use 
of the Lower Town Hall on Saturday 3rd 
and Sunday 4th November. Details will be           
provided nearer the event, but we thought 
you would appreciate having some time to 
think about what WWI memorabilia you 
could offer as an exhibit for everyone to 
appreciate.  

All that will be involved will be to ask 
for items to be brought to the Town Hall at 
a specific time with a brief explanation 
about the significance of the article.                  

Entry will be free and the event will be                      
supervised. We hope it will attract strong 
interest within the community and form a 
fitting tribute to those who fought, 
suffered, toiled and died for their country.   

Would you consider taking a turn             
supervising the display or help to provide 
tea or coffee to the visitors? Let us know 
nearer the time. Details and contact               
information will be circulated in the                
October edition of the BN. 
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March’s Town Council 
By Shirley Brown 

Cllr Marshall, who sent his apologies, was the only town councillor absent from the            
meeting on 5th March. In attendance were Town Clerk Jo Burton and Coordinator Debs 
Hawkins. Also present were District Councillors Brockbank and Thompson, and seven 
members of the public. Three of these were representing Friends of Bentham School, and 
were there to receive a cheque for £1,280, being the proceeds from the sale of the 2018           
calendar. They expressed their gratitude and said that the money was much appreciated 
and would be really useful. 

Pam Woof gave a progress report on the situation at the Playing Field and the public 
survey that is circulating in Bentham and on line. There have been about 60 on line               
responses so far, and the survey will finish around Easter. Revenues have fallen                     
drastically and sadly the Beagles Running Club, the sole remaining club regularly using 
the clubhouse, will be moving to the Golf Club next month. On behalf of the Trustees, 
Pam gratefully accepted the Town Council’s offer of tidying up the banking between the 
play area and Station Road, and is getting quotes for keeping the skate park tidy this           
summer. Brian Jackson has kindly volunteered to cut the grass on the field. Estimates are 
being sought for the demolition of the clubhouse although there is an unknown amount of 
asbestos in the building. Angus Fire are searching for the original deeds relating to the 
field as it is generally understood that it was originally sold to Angus on the                             
understanding that it remains ‘a sports field’. 

PC Jayne Grace gave an interesting account of police activity in our community                
during February (see report page 26) and concluded by announcing the imminent return 
of PC Andy McClurg to our patch. 

Flooding Issues: Cllrs Adams and Marshall had a site visit to a vulnerable area near 
Wenning Bridge, and there were further discussions about the safe storage of sandbags by 
The Victoria Institute. There are already 300 sandbags in the old toilet block in High            
Bentham. Cllr Townson wondered if there was any chance the drains on Station Road 
would be unblocked any time soon, and there was a lot of criticism of the many potholes 
around Bentham, “accidents waiting to happen”. The broken water main outside the           
Auction Mart is taking longer to mend than Yorkshire Water had hoped, and there were 
several complaints about the inadequate road signage which had caused traffic chaos – so 
many vehicles had driven past the ‘Road Closed’ sign in Springfield that a helpful local 
had added another sign: ‘ROAD CLOSED 100 METRES AHEAD – HONEST’.  

Calendar: It was agreed to review the future of having an annual calendar. There are 
already plans for one in 2019 from which the proceeds will go to Age Concern. 

World War I Commemoration: The committee coordinated by Debs Hawkins are            
organising a ceremony on School Hill to dedicate the VC stones at 2pm on 21st April (see 
front page). There will be a brass band, citations, official visitors and refreshments served 
in the Town Hall. 

Low Bentham Play Area will open officially on 28th April at 11am, by which time it is 
hoped that any problems with paperwork (insurance, risk assessments etc) and siting of 
netball and basketball posts will have been resolved. 

Street Lights are gradually being replaced throughout Bentham, and a donated flag 
pole will be sited on School Hill. 

On Street Electric Charging Points for residents clearly need consideration for the           
future, but where to site them and who pays are unclear, although it seems there are 
grants available to Local Authorities. 
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Youth Café: Cllr Vendy reported that             
although it is only open one night a week at 
present, more and more young people are 
joining in. 

Town Council Elections will take place 
on THURSDAY 3RD MAY. Town                  
Councillors are elected to serve for a term 
of 4 years, so if you would like to stand, or 
know someone you would like to persuade 
to stand, nominations have to be in by 6th 
April. 
 

PLANNING 
 

New Applications: There were no objec-
tions to plans for 2 illuminated entrance 
signs and 2 flag poles at Bentham Golf 
Club, or for a barbeque hut at 5 Butter-
bergh, or a garden room at Carr House, 
Burton Road, Low Bentham, or the replace-
ment of an outbuilding for utility use at 
Clay Barn, Bentham Moor Road, Burton-in-
Lonsdale, or an extension to the kitchen at 
Firsbank, Mewith Lane, or for outline plan-
ning permission for 5 dwellings on land off 
Springfield, High Bentham. 

 

Decisions: 

Granted:  

• Residential development for extra care 
housing comprising 64 apartments and 8 
bungalows including associated parking, 
landscaping and formation of new access 
off Robin Lane at former High Bentham 
Primary School.  

• Erection of L-shaped stable block, con-
sisting of 2 stables and a small feed area on 
land adjacent to Green Smithy. 

• Change of use of land for siting of 8 
holiday lodges at Bentham Golf Club. 

• Removal of ground floor bay window 
at rear and erection of single storey dual 
pitch roofed rear extension at 34 Goodenber 
Road. 

Refused:  

• Replacement windows in front eleva-
tion at Little Clifford, Clifford Hall, Burton-
in-Lonsdale. 

Appeal:  

• Refusal of conversion of underground 
reservoir to dwelling at Millers Green, 
Mewith is being appealed. 

LOGS LOGS LOGS 
Kiln Dried Firewood 

Seasoned Logs, Bags or Loads 
Cash and Carry  
Pick up Point 

 

Bentham Road, Ingleton 
 

Call David on:  015242 41521 
Mobile: 07713055404 

Learn to Drive with  

Sally Moore 
 

Your local, friendly  

Instructor 
 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 
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Churches Together  
in Bentham 
By Mary Winter 

There used to be all kinds of reasons for 
going to church.  Or Quaker Meeting. And 
of course, there is still a loyal core who 
attend regularly – and are often distressed 
by the way attendance is falling off.   

Many ideas been tried in order to make 
religion more accessible. Church music has 
undergone a revolution. Elizabethan                  
language has been removed from liturgies.  
‘Messy Church’ means that families can 
attend a service without demanding                   
unnatural silence from their young                      
children.  And so on. 

Many of these changes genuinely deal 
with factors that have put some people off 
attending church. Yet I suspect that there is 
a deeper malaise at work – one that we as 
members of the body of believers need to 
face honestly.   

What WERE those reasons for going to 
church when our grandparents were 
young? Firstly, most people went, so you 
just followed an established pattern of                
behaviour. Not going would have incurred 
disapproval. 

The more profound reasons are ones we 
don’t talk about much any more. In this life, 
there was a feeling that a Christian                    
community was the place where your              
children would be ‘brought up right’. And 
in the next life, there was that business of 
Heaven and Hell…. 

And now? The present is, in many ways, 
a foreign country; people do things                    
differently here. Nobody thinks twice if you 
don’t go to church; in fact, confessing to 
religious membership sometimes feels like 
an act of courage. We all know a host of 
parents doing a brilliant job of bringing up 
their children to be responsible,                          
compassionate people, without once setting 
foot inside a church. And increasingly, 
Christians simply do not believe that                
everybody who does not share their faith is 
going to Hell. 

   So if we’ve lost the spur to attendance 
that comes from fear of Hell, social norms 
and the belief that we’ve somehow got a 
‘corner’ on good behaviour – then what 

are we offering the world? This, it seems to 
me, is a much more important and                   
disturbing question than the issue of what 
service time will be most popular. 

What about the way people of faith serve 
the world? Even here we are not unique; 
other organisations also offer loving service 
to the world. Nor do we offer the only way 
of seeking spiritual truth; many do so                
outside of organised religion. So why come 
to Church, or Meeting, or synagogue?  
What is the ‘unique selling point’, to use a 
modern phrase, that religion offers? 

I wonder whether the unique 
‘something’ offered by a faith community is 
just that – community. Not just ‘community 
as social group’ – although that is very             
important; it is not for nothing that Quakers 
are called the ‘Religious Society of Friends’.  
What faith groups offer is community in 
seeking after truth, after God, after a way of 
living in the world that is according to our 
revelation of Him.   

No other sector of society gathers                
regularly in quite the same way, for the 
purpose of seeking, sharing, celebrating 
and living out the truths – and the                     
questions and doubts! - that matter most to 
us. And so – for now and, I suspect, for 
good – religion really DOES have                     
something special to offer.  No matter what 
may be happening to attendance figures, 
that is truly something to celebrate. 
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Events in April 
Town Hall Codes: TB Ballroom LH Lower 
Hall WR Wenningdale Room  Others:  
PP Pioneer Projects LW Looking Well 
 

 
Tues 3rd Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Office 
 Open. And every Tues. 
 3.45-9pm, Helen Howard School of  
 Dance.  And every Tues term time. 
 Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Craft Club.  
 And every Tues. WR. 
 6.30-9pm, Slimming World. And 
 every Tues. LH. 
 Footpath, Caton & Halton, 8.5 miles, 
 Cherith Metcalfe & June Hewitt, 
 61742. See page 31.  
Wed 4th Town Hall,  7.30pm, Council 
 Meeting. LH. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon. Post 
 Office Services. And every Wed. 
 11.30am-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Wed. 
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance. And every Wed. in term time. 
 PP, Looking Well, 2-4pm, Art for All 
 Art Group. And every Wed. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11.30am,  
 Coffee Morning. Donations to local 
 Charities. And every Wednesday. 
Thurs 5th Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm, 
 Knit and Natter.  Knitting group for 
 any ability, help available.  And 19th. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Bat ’N’ 
 Chat. And every Thurs.  
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of  
 Dance.  And every Thurs. term  
 Town Hall, 7-10pm, High Bentham 
 WI. LH. 
Fri 6th Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Fri. 
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern.  My Time As Lady Mayoress 
 - Margaret Hayton 
 Town Hall, 5.30-6.30pm, Sally Reid 
 Dance,LH. And 13th. 
Sat 7th Town Hall, 10am-12noon,   
 Tourist Information Coffee Morning. 
 TB. 
 Bentham Community Library, 
 10.30am, Storytime for under 7s. And 
 21st. 
Sun 8th Footpath, Langcliffe & Stainforth, 7.5 
 miles, George Sheridan & Finn, 07905 
 069990. See page 31. 
 Clapham Village Hall, 10am-4pm, 
 Book Fair. Good quality second-hand, 
 Antiquarian and out-of-print books - 
 Classical CDs. Pete Fry 015395 35125. 

Mon 9th Town Hall, 7.30pm, Finance 
 Meeting, LH.  
 PP, Health Walks for Women, 
 meet 9.20am at Lairgill Car Park.  
 And every Mon. 
 PP, Looking Well, Making Art. 
 For those with Memory Loss and 
 their carers, 10.15am-12.15pm. Tel 
 62672 for details. And every Mon. 
 PP, Looking Well, Monthly Carers 
 group 10.15am-12.15pm, ring  
 62672 for details. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Office Open. And every Mon. not 
 bank holidays. 
 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Mon. Not bank hols. 
 4-6pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance. And every Mon in term time. 
 6.15-7.45pm, Tai Chi. And every 
 Mon in term time. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11.30am, 
 Toddle In for children aged 1-4 yrs 
 and parents/carers. And every Mon.  
 

Tues 10th PP, Looking Well, 10.30am, 
 Looking Well Tuesday Café and craft 
 activities. Community Lunch at 
 1pm with Soup. And every Tues. 
 Creative Writing Group in the library, 
 11.30-1pm.  And every Tues. 
 Bentham Community Library, 2pm, 
 Book Group  
Wed 11th Bentham Community Library,  
 2.30-4.30pm, IT basic skills using an 
 iPad. And 18th & 25th. See page 39 
 Ingleton Community Centre, 10am -
 12noon.  CAB. Second and 4th Wed  
Thurs 12th, Town Hall, 9.30-10.30am,   
 Pilates. And every Thurs. 
 PP, Looking Well, 1-4pm Art Shed. 
 Community Art. And every Thurs.
 Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm
 Welcome-In. Dominoes and tea for 
 all ages, for transport contact 
 Anthony on 63156. And 26th. 

BENTHAM NEWS DEADLINE 
Fri 13th, PP, Looking Well, 10.30am-1pm, 
 Art Skills Development for details  
 tel 62672. And every Fri. 
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Exercise with Sally. 
Sat 14th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Victoria 
 Inst. Coffee Morning TB. 
 Vic Inst., 10am-12noon, Book Swap. 
 And every 2nd Sat.  
 Methodist Chapel, 7-10pm, Open 
 House musical event by Refugee 
 Support Group, see page 8. 
Tues 17th Town Hall, 9-11.45am, Dance LH. 
 And every Tues. 
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Wed 18th Town Hall, 10-11am,  
 Pre-schoolers. And every Wed.  LH. 
 7-8pm, Clubbercise, LH. And every 
 Wed. 
 PP, Looking Well, 8-9.30pm, 
 Singing for all. Tel. David Burbidge 
 01539 621166 for further details.   
 The Coach House, 7pm, Goodenber 
 Play Area AGM see page 48. 
Thurs 19th Low Bentham WI 
Fri 20th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm,   
 Yorkshire Air Ambulance—Mike 
 Harrop  
 Golf Club,  7 for 7.30pm, Footpath 
 BFG Annual Dinner. 
 Town Hall, 8pm, Film Group,TB. 
 See page 28. 
Sat 21st Town Hall, 10am-12noon Springfield 
 Bowling Coffee Morning TB 
 2.30pm, Refreshments after VC Stone 
 Dedication. LH. 
 School Hill, 2pm, VC Stone ceremony 
 See front page. 
 Footpath, Frostwick & Ill Bell, 9 
 miles, 9am, Ed Badley & David 
 Longton  62502. See page 31. 
Mon 23rd, Bentham Community Library,  
 World Book Night, 7-8.30 pm. 
Wed 25th, Bentham Community Library, 
 9am-12pm. Adult Learning & Skills 
 Service. Digital drop-in.  
 Town Hall, 7pm, APM Meeting LH. 
 

Fri 27th Footpath, 7 miles, Warton Crag & 
 Leighton Moss, Bernard Skillerne  
 de Bristowe, 98322. 
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm,  
 My Life in Intensive Care Unit—
 Michael Howard 

BENTHAM NEWS PUBLISHED  
Sat 28th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, High 
 Bentham WI Coffee Morning 
 

Lunesdale Rotary Club 
By Lilian Barton 
The crocus corms planted by the club in 2016 
in Jubilee Park, Kirkby Lonsdale, once again 
provided a stunning display in glorious 
purple. The purple colour was chosen 
deliberately as a reminder that it is the 
colour of the dye put on a child's finger in 
developing nations to show that he/she has 
been vaccinated against the disease of polio.  

We hope that many locals and visitors 
taking a walk through the park, will have 
seen and enjoyed the lovely display, which 
can also be seen on the club website 
www.lunesdalerotary.org.uk 

 

REDHEADS COAL  
AND GAS 

 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 
All sizes of Bottled Gas delivered 

 

Kindling, Logs, Wood pellets, Prepacked fuel 
Compost and Gro-Bags 

 

We won’t be beaten on Price,  
Quality and Service 

 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

Tel: 015242 41626 
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Police News 
Hello again from PC 830 Babs Parsons, your Neighbourhood Officer 
covering the Bentham and Ingleton area. This is my latest report to 
keep you updated on recent crimes and incidents in Bentham and the                  
surrounding area.  
 

Recent Crimes in Bentham: 

- Overnight 14/02/18-15/02/18 a shed containing quad bikes was broken into on Mewith 
Lane. The offenders gained access to the premises by kicking through a roof skylight. 
However they were unable to break down the doors to leave the premises with the 
quads. 

- Sometime between 01/01/18 - 17/02/18 over 1,500 litres of heating oil has been stolen 
from fuel tanks in a caravan park in Bentham. 

- At 07:00hrs on 19/02/18 a smashed up ATM machine was found on Mewith Lane. This 
was identified as being stolen earlier that morning from Greystones Filling Store on the 
A590 in Witherslack, Cumbria. 

- 24/02/18 Police, including armed response vehicles, attended Low Bentham following 
reports of a male in the street with a machete. A Bentham man was arrested for affray, 
possession of an offensive weapon, criminal damage and drink driving. A male youth 
from Low Bentham has also been interviewed in relation to the incident. The investiga-
tion is ongoing. 

- Overnight 01/03/18-02/03/18 several vehicles parked on Banks Way, Bentham had near-
side wing mirrors damaged. 

- Over a 3-week period between 09/02/18-02/03/18 several litres of milk have been stolen 
from the doorstep of a property on Butterbergh, Bentham. 

- On 02/03/18 an item of post was stolen from a property on Slaidburn Road after a  

delivery driver had left it in a porch. 
 

And Elsewhere in the Area: 

- Overnight 11/02/18-12/02/18 a Mitsubishi L200 was stolen from a farmyard in Ingleton. 

- Between 11:00-12:00hrs on 15/02/18 a black & green Santa Cruise Nomad Mountain 
Bike value £7,000 was stolen from the rack of a vehicle parked in Westhouse, Ingleton. 

- Overnight 01/03/18-02/03/18 a Honda quad bike was stolen from a farm in Chapel le 
Dale  

Anyone with information that could assist in any of these enquiries should contact us 
on 101, select option 2, and ask for Pc 830 Barbara PARSONS. You can also email me at                
Barbara.parsons@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 
If you wish to remain anonymous, you can pass information to Crimestoppers on                  
0800 555 111. 

Contact Information: 
 

1 Ring 999 in emergency or to report a crime in progress 
2 Ring 101 to report incidents or provide information 
3 Ring Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111 if to remain anonymous 
4 E-mail barbara.parsons@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 
5 E-mail SNACraven@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk   
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Extra Note from PC Jayne Grace Warning About Door-To-Door Pedlars: We had 2 
calls on 6th March about Door-to-Door sellers, ex-offenders from Middlesbrough, who 
were selling household items at extortionate prices. Door-to-Door sellers must have a 
Pedlars’ Licence, signed by North Yorkshire police. To be eligible for this applicants 
need to be 17 or over and have lived in the local authority where they’re applying for at 
least 28 days. They must go to the local police station with 2 photos, a form of identity 
such as a passport or driving licence, proof of address and details of a referee. The              
certificate costs £12.25, lasts for a year and must be produced on request. Without this 
the ‘Pedlar’ can be fined up to £200 and get a prison sentence of up to 6 months. If a               
seller knocks on your door without this, please call the police on 101. 

BN Website – New And Exciting 
By BN Editorial Team 

As you may have read in the March edition, BN is now electronic! Whilst we have had a 
website for some time, it would be fair to say it was really just an archive of old copies 
and the role of updating the site fell into no man’s (or woman’s) land, so it was often out 
of date. In 2017, with the 30th anniversary of the paper, the committee decided that a 
strategy was needed to ensure the paper would still be as popular in another 30 years’ 
time. We decided that a major part of this would be to move with the times, and whilst 
there will always be a printed Bentham News, we recognise that people also want to            
access information on the move and on electronic devices. While the committee were             
having discussions about moving the website forward, Richard Wilson contacted us to 
very kindly offer his time and skills to re-develop the website. So Richard and a couple of 
the BN committee started meeting regularly to work on this, and were eventually able to 
launch it in March 2018! It has to be said that the hours that Richard has put into building 
the website far exceeded any expectations the committee had during the initial                     
discussions and we are all extremely grateful for his work. 

At the time of writing this, we already have 20 subscribers to the website – so what is a 
subscriber? Go along to www.thebenthamnews.co.uk and enter your email address in the 
bottom right corner, then each time the page is updated, either with the latest edition or 
with additional news, you will receive an email – don’t worry you won’t get bombarded. 
In addition to this you will also see direct contact forms for the coordinator and for                
advertising. The current month’s events have their own dedicated page, so it is easy to see 
‘what’s on’. Also the regular advertisers featured in the printed BN are also listed in a 
directory, so if you are looking for a Vet or Hairdresser, some Fabric, a place to eat or a 
Tai Chi class, whatever, the directory can help you. The range, diversity and sheer 
amount of local businesses is brilliant! We are looking to improve the website all the time, 
and are currently working on a search facility, so if want to look up an article in a past BN 
but can’t remember which one, you will be able to enter the details in the search section 
and let the website look for you. 

We can tell from the statistics running in the background of the website that as soon as 
the March BN dropped onto your doormat on 28th February, 89 people had a look at the 
website, which is absolutely great! If you have any suggestions of what you would like to 
see on the website, such as useful links, please don’t hesitate to contact us and we will do 
what we can – after all the Bentham News is a community paper. 
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F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 
01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

 

MARK WATSON 
HOME & GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 
 

 
Gardening 

and landscaping services,  
mowing, strimming. Hedge cutting, fencing, 

paving, turfing and power washing.  
Loft insulating and pointing. 

 

07759680938   07759680943 
015242 62038 

 Settle Chimney  
Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  
Sweeping Service. 

Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls, Carbon  
Monoxide Detectors Supplied & Fitted. 
National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683  
Mob. 07815 285321  

MEL BOOTH 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

07825749631 
 

GENERAL HANDYMAN,  
GARDEN MAINTENANCE,   

GREAT RATES. 

Bentham Film Group 
By Stella Hall 

 On Friday 20th April Bentham Film Group will be showing the film 'Goodbye 
Christopher Robin' (Cert PG ) in Bentham Town Hall. This is a 2017 British 
biographical drama with a behind-the-scenes look at the life of author A.A. 
Milne (played by Domhnall Gleeson) and the creation of the Winnie the Pooh stories 
inspired by his son Christopher (played by both Will Tilston and Alex Lawther). 

Against the backdrop of two World Wars, “Blue”( A.A.Milne's nickname) creates his 
successful stories at his house in the country, making them up as he takes his young son 
for walks in the woods. However, on a personal level, problems soon start to arise. 

As usual, the film starts at 8pm and tickets cost £5 on the door. 

 There will be a raffle and refreshments in the interval. 

Please note that we won't be showing a film in May. 
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Bentham Community 
Primary School 
By Mrs Claire Pearson, Headteacher  

Firstly, can I apologise to all those parents, 
carers, grandparents, families and children 
for any inconvenience that was caused due 
to the unfortunate closure of the school on 
Thursday 1st March; closure was because 
what can only be described as inclement 
weather!  As I am sure everyone will agree, 
the safety of staff children and parents is 
paramount – not school attendance.               
Hopefully, at the time of reading, Spring 
will be either just around the corner or have 
‘sprung’! 

Here at the school we have been busy 
developing our outdoor area and classes 
have now started enjoying weekly lessons 
in our outdoor provision.  It is lovely to see 
children digging and planting whilst               
incorporating aspects of the curriculum into 
their learning, including writing, maths and 
science. 

The Friends of Bentham School are busy 
planning lots of fundraising activities for 
the months ahead, including an Easter Bake
-Off, a Tuck Shop and, rumour has it, there 
have been whisperings of an all new event 
that will be taking place during the                 
Summer Term – more information as soon 
as it is available. 

Recently, children at the school were 
given the opportunity to take part in a 
NISCU (Northern Inter-Schools Christian 
Union) ‘Sunday Video’ project.  Children 
from across the year groups were asked a 
series of identical questions based around 
Christmas and Easter. The ‘interview’ was 
carried out in the style of the show ‘The 
Secret Life of Four Year Olds’, as you can 
imagine there were some very colourful 
and amusing answers to questions.  Thank 
you to Mrs Yardy, our Vice-Chair of               
Governors for organising this opportunity. 

We would like to welcome Mr Andrew 
Mouncey onto our Board of Governors.  Mr 
Mouncey is an experienced Governor,             

having served on the Board some years 
ago.  This time, Mr Mouncey joins our              
dedicated team as a Local Authority                   
representative.  We do still have a vacancy 
for a Co-opted Governor.  If you would be 
interested in this challenging, demanding 
yet rewarding role, then please contact the 
School Office on 015242 61412.   

Recently our Year 6 children enjoyed an 
educational visit to London, where they 
experienced the London Eye and took part 
in a Tour and Workshop at The Houses of 
Parliament.  Children in Year 5 were             
recently given the opportunity to take part 
in a National Science and Engineering 
Week event organised by the Queen                  
Elizabeth School, Kirkby Lonsdale.                    
Children attended a talk based on                      
exploration and discovery and hosted by 
Nick Cox an Arctic explorer.  Thank you to 
QES for this wonderful opportunity. 

We have lots of other exciting                        
opportunities and visits planned for                 
children over the coming months, including 
a visit to Gillgarth Farm, Selside (we would 
like to thank the Yorkshire Dales                        
Millennium Trust for financing this trip in 
its entirety), participation in the Rewind to 
Easter event which will be taking place at 
Bentham Methodist Church,  a netball             
tournament, a residential for children in 
year 5 to Bewerley Park, a residential to 
Whitby for children in year 6 and lots more. 

During March Mrs Harrison organised a 
‘Fairtrade Treats Event’ for children of all 
ages.  This event helped to raise money for 
the Fairtrade Foundation and involved               
baking lots of lovely cakes, including                
banana breads and chocolate brownies.   
Thank you to all those children who took 
part and created some wonderful delicious 
produce. 

On Friday 23rd March children at the 
school, together with their parents and             
carers were invited to take part in a ‘Wacky 
Walk’ all in aid of Sport Relief. Children 
were encouraged to come to school dressed 
as wild and wacky as their imagination 

                 Continued over …... 
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would allow and then participate in a            
sponsored walk into Bentham and along 
the River Wenning.   

This year, the school will also be taking 
part in the 2018 Growing up in North            
Yorkshire Pupil Survey.  This survey allows 
information to be gathered which will             
ultimately support children and young            
people in the area. 

As I am sure everyone is aware, finances 
in education are as tight as they have ever 
been, it is no different here at your local 
Community Primary School.  We are still 
actively seeking any financial support that 
we can secure with a view to moving               
forward with our musical arts project.              
If you think you can help the school get this 
project off the ground, then please do not 
hesitate to contact us.  Any help would be 
very much appreciated. 

Finally, do you know a child who might 
be wanting to start our Nursery from                
September 2018?  If so, please encourage 

their parents/carers to contact the school 
and place their names on our waiting list.  
We are currently in the process of planning 
our classes and provision for the next                 
academic year and it would be lovely to 
know how many three year old children 
there currently are living in Bentham and 
surrounding villages who would like to 
attend our excellent Nursery. At the present 
time, our current Nursery class is full.             
By way of a reminder, children can start in 
Nursery the term after they are three years 
of age.   

Continued from page 29 
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April Walks 
By Kate Rowe 

"The Beast from the East" did not 
deter our walking group and no walks 
were cancelled. But it would have been 
different in parts of Cumbria where there 
were drifts of up to 25 feet. It was a                  
reminder to keep stocked up with food 
and fuel. Food is on our agenda this month 
as we look forward to our Annual Dinner, 
at Bentham Golf Club on Friday 20th. The 
following day we have an early start of  
9am for our 9 mile walk to Frostwick.           
Advanced notice for Saturday 5th May 
with an even earlier start of 8.30am to               
enable us to catch the train to Giggleswick 
for a 10 mile walk. 

    Our first April walk on Tuesday 3rd, of 
8.5 miles leaves Bull Beck Car Park and 
takes the footpath to Brookhouse and 
Anna's Gill, then the track to Quarry Road. 
It heads down to Littledale Road and               
follows a footpath to Caton. The                          

Millennium Way takes us to Crook o' Lune 
where we accompany the riverside path to 
Denny Bridge and over it to Halton.               
We follow the river back to Crook Lune 'o 
Lune and back to Caton. 

      On Sunday 8th we park at Langcliffe       
Car Park and walk down to the Ribble and 
along the Ribble Way to Stainforth,                
crossing to Stainforth by an old packhorse 
bridge. From Stainforth we walk uphill to 
Winskill and Victoria Cave from where we 
drop down towards Settle before turning 
right and returning to Langcliffe, 7.5 miles. 

     We leave at 9am for the Lake District on 
Saturday 21st. After parking at Troutbeck 
(Westmorland) church, we climb to the top 
of the Garburn Road and then turn                   
northwards on the ridge over Yoke, Ill Bell 
and Froswick. Descending from the latter 
we turn south and go down Scots Rake 
and back along the Troutbeck valley to the                
starting point, 9 miles. 

    On Friday 27th there is a 7 mile walk  
around Leighton Moss and Warton Crag. 

 
All joinery work  

Undertaken 
 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 
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One Weekend, One Dales 
Market Town, 70+ Events 
Settle Stories  
Festival: 6-8th April 

By Charles Tyler 

Experience something new, 
somewhere beautiful. Settle will 
become a stage for international 
artists this April at the 7th Settle 
Stories Festival. At the heart of 
this innovative programme are 
artists who are more likely to be 
spotted at the Barbican, the 
Southbank Centre in London or 
other prestigious world stages. This year’s 
Festival is different because it’s immersive 
and uses new technology to make the             
Festival experience more exciting than ever 
before. 

There are over 70 events taking place in 
just one weekend. These are some of the 
highlights: You can log in to the Settle               
Stories Festival and play Wi-Fi wars.               
Heralded by the national press, this is a live 
comedy game show where you can play 
along on your smartphone. Steve McNeil – 
team captain on Dara O’Briain’s Go 8 Bit, 
hosts the Guinness World Record Breaking 
Game. Then from 21st century fun to a story 
that has stood the test of time. One of the 
North’s most loved storytellers, Ursula 
Holden Gill, will be re-telling Shakespeare’s 
‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ in Settle’s 
newest venue, The Joinery. 

For those with a passion for politics, Two 

Magpies Theatre presents ‘Last Resort’. This 
show tells the story of an alternative future 
for Guantanamo Bay. Grab a rum cocktail 

and enjoy the show from a 
deckchair, with sand between 
your toes. 

    Don’t miss the Festival Talks 
either. We’ve got Big Issue 
North joining us, and                     
Interactive Fiction are giving a 
talk about how smartphones 
are changing us more than we 
might think. 

As ever, there is plenty going 
on for families too. You won’t 
be able to miss The Whale. An 

amazing 50-foot inflatable whale will                
transform Settle Market Place. Will you dare 
to step inside its belly? If you do the reward 
will be free interactive storytelling with 
Circo Rum Ba Ba, one of the leading circus 
theatre companies in the UK. Another              
family highlight has to be The Queen and 
the Jester, telling the sorry tale of a queen 
obsessed with the notion of love, and her 
mischievous jester. Also don’t miss The Hip 
Hop Griot, which is a fusion of hip-hop and 
storytelling with Alim Kamara all the way 
from Sierra Leone. Then for the really little 
ones, there’s a Teddy Bears Picnic and Little 
Man Jack, stories from Jack and the                   
Beanstalk. 

I could go on, but I won’t! Check out the 
full 70+ events programme online at 
settlestories.org.uk or call the box office on 
05603-845693. Buy now and save up to 60% 
off the ticket prices. 
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Settle Photographic Group 
By Gill Pinkerton  
Monday 2nd April 2018 
No Meeting –It’s Easter 
Monday 16th April 2018 19.30 Townhead 
Court, Settle : AGM 
Gallery: Bricks and Mortar 
Tuesday 17th April 2018 
Visit – RSPB Silverdale – in the morning 
The RSPB reserve at Silverdale is a popular 
spot for bird-watching and photography. 
There are a number of hides which are              
readily accessible, and an excellent café for 
when the excitement gets to be too much. 

SPOTLIGHT FEATURE 
Pages 2 and 3 in March BN were 

an advertorial feature. Would 
you like your business to            

appear? Requests to be included 
in future advertorials should           

be made to Emma at 
ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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Growing with Grace – Food With Integrity 

By Ellie Parker 
 

Nestled between the Yorkshire Dales National Park and the Forest of Bowland AONB, 
just outside the village of Clapham (you might have seen our carrot signs on the A65), is 
a market garden with a difference. Founded in 2000, Growing with Grace is an ethical 
business, which draws on Quaker principles (honesty, integrity, simplicity, equity,               
community) and the values of the international Co-operative movement. We believe in a 
food system that promotes the well-being of consumers, the environment and future 
generations; that’s why we are certified by the Soil Association as being 100% organic. 

For 18 years we have been growing using organic methods in our 2.5 acres of                     
glasshouses, supplying our many local and online customers with delicious, high-
quality food, all year round. Our seasonal produce includes salads, tomatoes, herbs, 
peas, beans, squashes, kales, broccoli, beetroot, leeks, asparagus, cherries, figs,                       
peaches…and many, many more! What we can’t grow ourselves, we buy from organic 
farms around the UK and further afield, with a commitment to never supplying produce 
which has been air-freighted. We also supply a wide range of organic groceries and 
household goods, all of which can be ordered through our online delivery scheme or 
found in our small farm shop. 

 

Waste at Growing with Grace  

Food and packaging waste are hot topics at the moment, and we are proud to have been 
quietly leading the way for many years. Here are just some of the ways in which we 
manage to send less waste to landfill than the average household: 
 

- Food is delivered in cardboard boxes, which are returned and reused week after week 

- We creatively reuse potato sacks, mesh bags and plastic wrapping in the packing shed 
and shop 

- We recycle extensively, sending our paper and cardboard to Settle Pool’s recycling 
scheme 

- We encourage shop customers to use boxes or their own bags for their shopping 

- Sub-quality food is reduced in price in the shop, then redistributed and finally                 
composted onsite 

- We are exploring alternatives to single-use plastic in our crop-packing, and offer many 
grocery goods in plastic-free packaging 
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North Craven Taxi Bus 
By Marion Tweed-Rycroft, Stronger 

Communities Delivery Manager (Craven) 

01609 532236, 07790 815722 

A group of local people have been working 
with the NYCC Stronger Communities               
Delivery Manager to consider how to             
improve local transport options.                       
A residents’ survey showed that the North 
Craven Taxi Bus is an underused resource. 
The group have worked with NYCC to              
improve take up of the bus.  

North Craven Taxi Bus is a door to door 
wheelchair accessible service operating 
across the area shown on the map below, 
Monday to Friday, 9am - 2.30pm. 

Offer: 50% reduced fares on journeys               
within 1.5 miles of the centres of Ingleton, 
High Bentham and Clapham 9th April - 9th 
July 2018 (down to £4 for a return journey 
or £2 with a concessionary pass). 

Bookings: Tel: 01609 533877 (10-12 Monday 
to Friday). 

Email:  

passenger.transport@northyorks.gov.uk 
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Local Elections 3rd May 
2018 
By District Councillor Ian Thompson 

On Thursday 3rd May you will be asked to 
vote for your local council representatives. 
All eleven seats on Bentham Town Council, 
seven seats on Burton Parish Council and 
one of the two Bentham Ward seats on             
Craven District Council are due to be               
elected. If you want to influence who             
represents you in Local Government, then 
you need to make sure you are registered to 
vote. If you think you could do a better job 
yourself, then this is your opportunity to 
prove it by standing for election. 

So how does it work? If you are already 
registered to vote, your name will be on the 
electoral roll and you will automatically 
receive a voting card in the post. If not, you 
have until 17th April to register and can do 
it online at www.gov.uk/register-to-vote 

Fill in your name, address, date of birth 
and a few other details. You'll also need 
your national insurance number, which can 
be found on your national insurance card, 
or in official paperwork such as pay slips, or 
letters about benefits or tax credits. Look 
out for a confirmation to say you're                   
registered. If you know you will be unable 
to vote at the polling station you can               
request a postal vote. You will need to             
complete a Postal Vote Application Form 
and you do not need to give a reason.               
Return it to the Electoral Registration Office, 
Craven District Council, 1 Belle Vue Square, 
Broughton Road, Skipton, BD23 1FJ no later 
than 5pm on 18th April. You will then re-
ceive your ballot paper by post and can 
return it any time up to the end of                     
voting on 3rd May. 

If you want to stand as a candidate, 
there is still time, but you need to move 
quickly. The deadline for candidates to           
submit their nomination papers is 4pm on 
Friday 6th April 2018. 

More information is available at :- 

https://www.cravendc.gov.uk/elections-
voting-democracy/electoral-services/ 

 

Fancy A Flyer? 
Send your flyer hand delivered to Bentham 
residents in the BN for impact advertising.   

We also deliver to  central points in  
outlying villages and towns 

 

A5 or folded A4 flyer inserts 
£150 commercial and £75 charity 

 

Email info@thebenthamnews.co.uk  
or ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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Hornby Pool Reopens 
In April 
By Roger Carter  Tel: 015242 22283 

Since Lancaster City Council made a                 
decision to stop operating Hornby pool 
from 31st March 2017, the Lune Valley 
Community Society has been working              
tirelessly to find ways of re-opening it for 
the benefit of the community. Finally                       
Lancashire County Council agreed on 8th 
March 2018 to transfer the pool to Lune 
Valley Community Society Ltd who would 
be paid a one-off sum of £27,000 to support 
the transition and help contribute to                 
necessary technical, legal and set-up costs. 
This means that LVCS can now officially 
move to re-open the pool and the                         
provisional opening date is the weekend of 
6/7/8th April.  

In the meantime your small LVCS                
committee have not been idle and we have a 
team of volunteers standing by to spring 

clean the building and make essential               
cosmetic improvements the minute we get 
the keys. We have also interviewed suitably 
qualified and experienced management, 
technical, life guards, teaching staff and 
volunteers and look forward to a long and 
successful future for the ‘family-friendly’ 
Lune Valley Community Pool. We want to 
attract as many users as possible from the 
Lune Valley community in order to meet 
revenue targets. It is claimed that                     
swimming is the number one participation 
sport/activity in the country by family 
members on a weekly basis throughout the 
year, so we welcome enquiries from clubs, 
societies, groups and PTAs etc. and are           
totally open to ideas, so please come along 
and help us get the pool up and running. 

  

Your Advert In Colour 
 From just £23, why not make  

your advert stand out?     
Email ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk  
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Bentham Community 
Library 

Free Books, Storytime and 
iPad IT Sessions  

By Lynda Graveson, 015242 62672 
 

Bentham Community Library                            
celebrates World Book Night with                
Yorkshire Dales based bestselling                
author Diane Allen on Monday                      
23rd April. Diane, along with library               
volunteers and staff will be giving out 
three different titles to local residents                
in a grand celebration of books and                 
reading. Diane Allen said “I can’t wait            
to visit the new look Bentham Library            
in Pioneer Projects and give free copies of 
some fantastic books to people who                    
don’t  regularly get a chance to read”.              
Diane will also be happy to chat to                  
readers, as well as selling and signing             
copies of her own latest novel,                           
The Windfell Family Secrets. The event 
starts at Bentham Community Library at 
7pm. There will be free refreshments, and 
everyone is welcome. 

Storytime sessions for under sevens 
will continue fortnightly on Saturdays at 
10.30am, (this replaces the Wednesday                
session). See diary dates.  

IT Sessions for Basic Skills using                 
an iPad. These extremely popular                      
sessions will return from Wednesday              
11th April, 2.30 until 4.30 in the library.             
The sessions will be free of charge                     
and open to everyone. There is no need             
to book and people will be accommodated 
on a first come first served basis.                      
Tutors Christine and Danny Conroy               
will be available to help with any of the 
following: 

general iPad awareness: loading                      
applications and setting up home                       
screens, setting up WIFI and                                
testing the speed of your broadband 

using common applications e.g. photos, 
music, email, using settings etc.,  

using the correct settings for                        
security and how to make your iPad                 
and personal details secure. 

This is an opportunity for you                      
to gain confidence and ask questions               
even if you have already been                              
using your iPad and/or been to                          
previous sessions. There will be a                      
further Digital Skills drop-in facilitated           
by Adult Learning & Skills Service                     
on Wednesday April 25th, 9am–12noon. 

If you would like further information 
about any of the above, please telephone         
62672 or email: 

office@pioneerprojects.irg.uk 
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Ewecross Historical Society 
Ague – a History of Malaria in the 
North West 
By Mary Taylor 

Mike Winstanley, Chairman of the 
Ewecross Historical Society, welcomed 
members and guest speaker Ian                         
Hodgkinson to the February meeting held 
in Bentham Methodist Church on Monday 
the 26th. 

Ian, an entomologist, called his                      
illustrated lecture ‘Ague – a History of               
Malaria in the North West’; he has studied 
his subject using the internet archive, and 
his book is being used by the government.   

He showed the life cycle of the                       
mosquito, saying that there are six different 
types in this country which breed mainly in 
marshy areas.  The disease was common 
until the mid 19th century when land 
draining and a change in farming practices 
deprived the mosquito of its habitat.  
Roads were built on higher ground to 

avoid the insects.  Malaria has many local 
names, the most common is ague. Ian 
showed several advertisements for                   
remedies for ague, including written 
charms, spiders, an ague bracelet, herbal 
cures and holy water from the well at 
Humphrey Head; he also told of evidence 
of deaths attributed to ague.  Ian displayed 
a new map which he had drawn up to             
indicate the location of the disease; it had 
been all over the country, even in the north 
of Scotland, with many in Cumbria.    

Malaria is still a disease in this country, 
there is no vaccine but the effective cure is 
quinine and iron. It is thought that the            
present programme of constructing                
wetland habitat and marshes could provide 
a breeding ground for the mosquitoes. 

The chairman thanked the speaker who 
answered many questions.   

 

Don’t forget the BN deadline date is  
12th April for the May edition 
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Age Concern 
In February 
By Olive Calverley 
February began with a 90th birthday                 
celebration. We know that Hilda had a 
wonderful day with her family and wish 
her good health and happiness in future 
days. February 2nd brought back many 
memories of the 1960s and 1970s as Sue 
and Dave brought us vintage pop music. 
On 6th there was a shopping trip to                   
Morrisons. On 9th Sally’s exercises helped 
us to be more energetic than our usual 
mode of life. On 15th more than 20                 
members and helpers crowded into the 
Town Hall (thankfully there was a lift!) to 
enjoy this year’s Bentham Pantomime, ‘Jack 
and the Beanstalk’. A very talented cast 
kept us enthralled and the children were               
delightful and well-trained. A great night 
out! On 16th Sue Arnott gave us a                      
wonderful insight into the loving care            
given to cats by staff and helpers at Pet 
Rescue. Pictures of some of the cats                    

needing re-homing touched our hearts.             
On 23rd we had a pleasant afternoon of 
Folk Music with Jo Martin and friends. 

Once again an appeal must go out for 
more helpers, especially in the kitchen. 
Holidays and illness mean that our             
committee and friends are very stretched at 
the moment. Volunteers go on a rota so 
offering to help doesn’t mean you have to 
come every Friday! Please let our secretary, 
Sue Pilkington, know if you are able to help 
(015242-61757). 

Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 
Mob: 07768 571407 

 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 
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Why Not Write Your           
Autobiography? 
By Peter Phillips  
 

Have you thought of writing your                  
autobiography? 
“What’s that?” I hear you say.  
The dictionary says it’s a personal account 
of one’s own life. 
“Then no is the answer. I’ve had an                 
ordinary life and no one’s interested in 
that.” 
But what about your family? Don’t                   
they want to know things like:                        
what you did as a child? Where you               
went to school? What was it like in                   
the olden days? How did your                 
mum and dad meet? What did granddad 
do? How did people manage without a                
mobile phone or TV? 

The questions could go on forever, but 
you won’t be around forever to answer 
them. If you haven’t written your story            
no one will ever know it and all that            
information will be lost. It might seem             
irrelevant to you, but to future generations 
sitting in their driverless cars on hands-free 
devices to their friends around the world,           
it is something unusual and special. 

So my advice would be, get writing             
today! A few paragraphs a day and the 
memories will come flooding back. In years 
to come someone will read it and be 
amazed at how you, and things, were then. 

Audio Bentham News 

Do you have trouble reading  

the BN? 

We provide a FREE Audio CD  

service for those who have  

difficulty with the written word. Just 

call 07770 801591 or email  

info@thebenthamnews.co.uk with your 

name and address. 

Bentham News is published by a voluntary editorial committee consisting of Shirley 
Brown, Kathleen Kelly, Ros Lloyd, Howard Matthew, Anne Preston, Jane Proctor, Richard 
Wallace, Pam Woof, and Denise Henshaw - co-ordinator, who can be contacted on                    
07770-801591 c/o Emma’s Hair and Beauty, 29 Main Street, Bentham LA2 7HQ.                                
Emma Greenep works alongside Denise administering the advertising side of the             
paper and can be reached on ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk. Every effort is made to             
ensure that information contained in the paper is correct; however, Bentham News is an 
open access paper and views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the             
editorial committee. The committee reserves the right to edit contributions. We are willing 
to withhold names on request, but names, addresses and telephone numbers must                   
accompany  all  items  for publication. Email to:- info@thebenthamnews.co.uk or hand            
in to Emma’s Hair and Beauty in the Main Street or use our website 
www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 

Copy deadline is 12th April for the May edition. Please note we cannot guarantee the 
inclusion of any articles after this date. We aim to acknowledge all emails, if you do not 
receive a reply to an email, contact us again, as it may not have been received. 
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Esmée Selected For 
England Development 
Team! 
By Cherry Holgate 

Last year I updated Bentham News on 
Esmée’s Judo journey. I wrote about her 
National and International success, about 
her dream of one day getting on to the             
England Team and representing her                 
country at the Olympics.  

Since then Esmée has had real highs and 
devastating lows. In June 2017 she suffered 
an extremely serious neck injury, which at 
one point was thought to be a broken neck. 
Alongside this injury she also broke her 
wrist. These injuries and their recovery 
took Esmée off the judo mat for over four 
months and all her training had to stop. She 
was truly devastated as she had to                  
withdraw from all the competitions she had 
been working incredibly hard for.                  
Determined to get back to full fitness she 
trained five nights a week and most                
weekends and gained even more inner 
strength. She was invited to go through the 
selection process for The England                      
Development Team. This invitation came 
years quicker than we anticipated, but 
Esmée was determined to grasp this                
opportunity. 

The selection process was based on 25% 
national success, 25% technical ability, 25% 
strength and flexibility and 25% fitness. 
Esmée trained religiously throughout 
Christmas, only having Christmas Day off, 
and went to the selections in Liverpool as 
fit as she possibly could be. When she 
found that she had earned a place on the 
England Development Team, she sat on the 
floor and cried, and repeatedly said, “I’ve 
done it”! She set herself this goal nearly 
four years ago while watching the                    
Olympics, and I’m proud to say she’s now 
making it happen, and she’s only 12! 

She’s already had her first monthly               
England training session in York, which 

was an amazing experience being on the 
mat with future potential GBR Olympians. 
Esmée will now train once a month in 
different locations around the country and 
go to Judo England Training Camps, in 
addition to training five nights a week. 

In March we flew to Belgium to compete 
in an Open International Tournament 
where she found herself the youngest in the 
group, but fought like a true warrior to win 
against competitors from France, Belgium 
and GB and gain a bronze medal for Great 
Britain. We are off to Ireland in April and 
Sweden in May to compete internationally, 
and she has a full diary of tournaments 
throughout the year in England. 

Esmée has great support from coaches, 
family and friends and we love riding this 
incredible journey with her. At times it is 
difficult managing the sheer logistics                
especially when her elder brother, Blu, 
competes at a high level in badminton and 
plays for Cumbria so also travels                       
extensively, but at least our passports are 
well used. 

If anyone, or any local business, would 
like to sponsor Esmée in some way on her 
Judo journey then please contact me on 
07759-019232. 
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What To Look For In 
April 
By Sue Halsall 

April should be a great time for spotting 
flowers, newly arrived birds, frogs and so 
on but as I 
type this, 
‘The Beast 
From The 
East’ is 
here and 
everything 
is frozen 
solid. I hope it hasn’t done too much              
damage. Primroses should be out by now 
and there are many growing along the river 
bank between the trout farm in Low             
Bentham and Riverside Caravan Park. They 
flower and set seed early, before the trees 
above them get their leaves and shade 
them. One of the biggest patches of                   
primroses I have seen is down by the River 
Hindburn at Hindburn Bridge on the back 
road to Wray, between the layby and the 
bridge. The ground under woods is really 
green now, thanks to the leaves of wild 
garlic. It is really noticeable when driving 

between Low Bentham and Wennington on 
your right and along both sides of the river 
up to Shaky Bridge. The leaves smell of 
garlic if you tread on them and they can be 
picked and used in soups, as they are not as 
strong as bulbs of garlic. The white flowers 
should be out by the end of the month. 

Last year, I saw my first                
swallows return on 9th April, so 
look out for them along with 
House Martins. Swallows have 
long v shaped tails whilst House 
Martins have a white patch 

above their shorter tails. There seem to be 
fewer of them – is this 
a lack of insect food or 
nest sites? Or are they 
being shot by hunters                
as they fly over                            
Mediterranean                 
countries?  

In the night sky there will be a full moon 
on 31st March and 30th April, so between 
16th - 25th when there will be the Lyrids 
meteor shower, the sky will be               
darker. The Earth passes through dust and 
debris from Comet Thatcher and the best 
chance of seeing shooting stars is on 22nd 
April, looking north east. 

Photos of primroses and wild garlic by Sue   
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COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 
MOB 07765 882579 

 

TAYLORS 
 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 
High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  
9.00am—5.00pm 
Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 

 

Bentham News Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £18 local—£25 non local One eighth page colour £23 local—£30 non local 

One quarter page £35 local—£48 non local One quarter page colour £46 local—£56 non local 

One half page £80 local—£105 non local One half page colour £105 local—£125 non local 

Flyers  £150 commercial   Flyers £75 charity          

People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   
 

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 
 

Send to ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk (or call 07770 801591) 
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Bentham Buzz –  
New After-School Club 
By Nicola Morris (nicola.morris@selfa.org.uk) 
There is a new after-school club called                  
Bentham Buzz. It is being run by SELFA as 
a nurture group for children who need             
support to develop their social, life and 
friendship skills. Each session will be 
planned to help the children develop social 
skills whilst having fun at the same time. 
From arts to crafts to sport and trips to            
circle time, SELFA is able to provide a safe 

and stimulating environment for everyone.  
Where? In Bentham CP School 
When? Tuesdays at 3:30-4:30pm  
Who? Reception to year 6  
How? Children who attend will need to 
complete a referral form, which you can get 
by emailing 
Lucy.short@selfa.org.uk or by phoning 
01756-706384. 
 

(Editor’s note: SELFA is your local children’s 
charity supporting children and young people in 
the Craven area.) 
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Eggceedingly Good Games! 

By Alice Ellwood  

Goodenber Play Area is the place to be on Good Friday for the 
annual Easter Egg games. It is just off Goodenber Road, signposted 
from Main Street. There will be lots of free activities to take part in, 
with certificates and prizes for the winners. Plus there’s snacks, 
refreshments and the Eggcellent Easter Egg hunt. If you can help 
set up, make egg nest cakes or help in anyway, please pop down 
from 1pm. The games will kick off at 2pm, and we’ll be ready with 
our marquees in case of bad weather. We are a small team of                     
volunteers so appreciate all the support you can give. And get 
those sleeves rolled up for the egg-throwing finale! Please come 
along and support us! 

This well-attended event helps us to raise money to pay for the 
maintenance and replacement of equipment. This year we will also 
have plans for new equipment available for you to look at and give 
us your views. You can also take a look at our plans and let us know what you think at 
our AGM, on 18th April at 7pm at The Coach House. We always welcome new faces, so 
come along and say hello! Check out our Facebook page for more information:   

Goodenber Play Area. 

Photos from last year show Charlie Ellwood, Easter Bunny, handing out egg prizes for the Easter 
egg hunt  and Easter games. Pictures by Alice Ellwood 
and Charlotte Mouncey 

 

   When sending photos to Bentham 
News please send the biggest  

resolution photo you can.  
Ideally a resolution of 300 pixels/inch. 


