
     

 

 

 

 

Local Crew for National Incident 
By Richard Blackwell 

As I’m sure you’ve all seen in the news, moorland in Yorkshire and                    
Lancashire has been ablaze in the recent dry weather. At 3pm on 28th June, 
Lancashire crews were called to a moor fire on Winter Hill. They were               
already fighting a significant fire on Saddleworth Moor with Greater                   
Manchester Fire and Rescue Service. On 30th June, fire crews from Skipton 
and Tadcaster North Yorkshire Fire and Rescue were called to assist,                 
followed by further crews from Skipton and Grassington on 1st July. On 2nd 
July, crews from Bentham Fire Station were called to assist with the wild 
fires. We were in an area of moorland, along with crews from Lancashire and 
Shropshire, constantly battling the wind, fire and heavy drops of water               
coming from the helicopters above. Many of the crew members ….… see over  
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Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging shows l to r Firefighter Rory Chapman, Watch  

Manager Richard Blackwell, Firefighter Andy Pimmer and Crew Manager Stephen Illston 
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….. cont. from page 1 … 

at Bentham are relatively new to their role 
and this was their first experience of a moor-
land fire, and what an introduction it was. 
I’ve been in the fire service for 12 years and 
have never seen anything on this scale. A fire 
covering about  eight square kilometres of 
land with fire appliances and crews from as 
far away as Nottinghamshire, County 
Durham and Shropshire. It was quite the          
experience. As I write this, the fire is still           
going on; further crews from North Yorkshire 
have been deployed and they will continue to 
battle until the fire is out. 

On top of this major incident, Bentham has attended a number of 
incidents over the past few months, including house fires and Road 
Traffic Collisions (RTCs). It certainly has been a challenging first 6 
months of the year. Recruitment is on-going, and Bentham still              
requires Fire Fighters to cover days and nights, so if anyone is               
interested please contact us. Over the past 6 months of coverage in 
Bentham News, we’ve received 3 applications, which is fantastic, but 
we still need more. 

     As well as Firefighters, we are now recruiting for our Young Firefighters course 
starting in September. For this, students need to be between 13 and 17 years old. They 
will gain a whole range of skills and experiences during the course and will end up with 
a BTEC Certification.  

     Should any of the above be of interest, you can contact 
me on 07769-952828 or visit the Fire Station on Banks Rise on 
Mondays 7 - 9pm, or Thursdays during term time 7 - 9pm. 

Photos by Geoff Blackwell show Richard Blackwell, Rory                
Chapman, Connor Abbott and Andy Pimmer from Bentham; James 
Hastings and Ben Rymer from Grassington. 

Mobile phone photo right of London firefighters leaving London-
heading up North to help with our moorland  fires! Amazingly 
they asked for volunteers and 300 came forward! 
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Mandy’s ‘Been to Majorca’ 
Blog - Paella 
I’ve just got back from a lovely few days in 

Majorca with my sister and niece and while 

there I had a lovely Paella. So, this month I 

have decided to share a Jamie Oliver Paella 

recipe with you that I have used many 

times. It’s easy though you need to keep an 

eye on the pan while cooking. 

 

Ingredients: 

2 cloves of garlic 

1 onion 

1 carrot 

Half a bunch of flat-leaf parsley 

70 g quality chorizo 

2 boneless chicken thighs 

Olive oil 

1 teaspoon sweet smoked paprika 

1 red pepper 

1 tablespoon tomato puree 

1 organic chicken stock cube 

300 g paella rice 

100g frozen peas 

200 g frozen peeled cooked prawns 

1 lemon 

 

Method: 

Peel and finely slice the garlic, peel and 

roughly chop the onion and carrot. Finely 

chop the parsley stalks, then roughly chop 

the chorizo and chicken thighs. Put a lug of 

oil in a large lidded shallow casserole or 

paella pan on a medium heat, add garlic, 

onion, carrot, parsley stalks, chorizo,                   

chicken and paprika. Fry for 5 minutes            

stirring regularly. Deseed and chop the 

pepper and add to pan for 5 minutes. Stir 

through the tomato puree and crumble in 

the stock cube. Add the rice and stir for a 

couple of minutes so it sucks up the lovely 

flavour. Pour in 750 ml of boiling water and 

add a pinch of salt and black pepper. Put 

lid on and bring to the boil, then reduce to a 

simmer for 15 minutes stirring regularly 

from the outside in and from the inside out, 

adding splash of water if necessary. Stir in 

peas and prawns, replace lid and cook for 

further 5 minutes. Season to perfection and 

then chop the parsley leaves and scatter 

them over the paella. Serve with lemon 

wedges on the side for squeezing over. 
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People Of Bentham 
To give a flavour of Bentham as it is now, Bentham News continues to 
interview and photograph a range of people who live in and love              
Bentham. This month we feature Gwen Jessop. Gwen is 87, her                    
husband, Ray, died of cancer 2 years ago and she has 4 step-children 
and 4 step-grandchildren. 

 

How long have you lived in Bentham and what brought you here? 
I have lived in Bentham for over 30 years. Ray and I lived in London where we both 

worked but would come up to this area whenever we could to go walking. We first 
bought a cottage in Ingleton, and then this house in Bentham when we retired. There is 
an amazing view of Ingleborough from here, and I feel very fortunate to have found such 
a beautiful, tranquil place to be. This area and this house have been a magnet for the             
family over the years – they still love visiting here. 

 

Tell us something about yourself that people wouldn’t normally know. 
People might guess from my accent that I was born in South Africa, but they wouldn’t 

know what it was like living there during apartheid. Apartheid was a system that closed 
people’s minds. In South Africa then, you either toed the strict white line or were a rebel, 
there wasn’t much in between. After a number of years teaching home economics, I then 
had a good job as a demonstrator for the South African Wool Board, travelling                         
throughout the country extolling the virtues of wool in all its forms.  Back at home my 
brothers and various friends were travelling the world, and I wanted to have the sort of 
adventures that they were having. I had 2 brothers, one was a great dancer, a ‘jive king’, 
and the other was a lovely man and when he died in a motorbike accident part of me 
died too. In my 30s I came to England, and here I worked as a domestic science teacher in 
Vauxhall Manor, London, where I met some wonderful people and made some very 
good friends. 

 

If you could travel anywhere, where would you like to go? 
I have travelled a lot in my life, and now I’m older and on my own I want to travel 

less. However, I am going to a gay family wedding in Spain this summer. Ray worked in 
sales for IBM, and as an enthusiastic amateur actor he was good at his job, selling                  
computer technology in many interesting countries. We lived in Iran for 2 years, in fact 
we got married there. We were both inquisitive and loved travelling together to explore 
places that were new to us. 

 

What does a perfect day look like to you? 
 Today, 10th June 2018, looks perfect to me. It’s sunny and warm with no wind and I’m 

enjoying watching the flowers and trees and birds feeding their young in my garden. 
 

  If you could witness any event of the past, present or future, what would it 
be? 

I would like to have been at Barack Obama’s inauguration as 44th president of the 
USA in January 2009. I am a great admirer of Obama, and now that Donald Trump is 
President I’m worried about the future for the USA and for us.  

 

Are there world events that you remember particularly from when you were 
growing up? 

Nelson Mandela being released from prison in 1990. What an amazing person he was.  
 

Who has had the most influence on your life? 
My family; my parents and brothers and my husband, Ray, who had a wonderful 

sense of humour. Ray was a humanist and we had a wonderful humanist funeral for him. 
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What’s the worst job you’ve ever done? 
I was a teacher at a Cordon Bleu Cookery School in London for a few months. I didn’t 

really fit in with their way of doing things and thought the style of cooking was too            
precious and unrealistic, so I chatted to the students during classes and got sacked for 
talking too much. 

 

If you had an unlimited budget, what investment would you make in                     
Bentham? 

Definitely a sports arena with a swimming pool and indoor and outdoor facilities for a 
range of sports. 

 

What’s your most treasured possession? 
 My photos.  
 

How do you relax? 
I read a lot, novels and biographies, the i newspaper every day and The Observer on 

Sundays. I enjoy doing the crosswords too. 
 

What did you want to be when you were growing up? 
A journalist, I enjoy writing and still do a bit. 
 

Is there a book, film or live event that you’ve particularly enjoyed? 
At present I’m reading Ben Rhodes’ book ‘The World As It Is – a memoir of the Obama 

White House’ which is really fascinating. My favourite film of all time is the 1949 British 
film ‘The Third Man’ with Orson Welles. I love films and the theatre and used to go              
regularly to The Dukes in Lancaster, but it doesn’t appeal as much now I’m on my own.  

Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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A Farmer’s View 
By Jane Proctor 

Many farmers in the area have 
not known a warm hay mak-
ing time for a long time, but 
the current prolonged hot dry 
spell has brought its own 
problems. 

Robert Whitfield farms sheep and dairy 
cattle at Park House, between Lowgill and 
Wray. He is not alone to be concerned 
about running out of grass for his livestock. 
‘Because last year was so wet,’ said Robert, 
‘as soon as we had the dry spell at the            
beginning of May we took our first cut of 
grass for silage. Looking back, we probably 
cut it a bit early to take advantage of the 
dry weather, but it was not as heavy as we 

would have liked, and since then, of course, 
there has been hardly any rain, which has 
meant no new growth. We would normally 
make a second cut of grass in August but 
that seems unlikely at the moment, which 
will mean we will run short of fodder over 
winter. We used up all our reserves during 
last winter, which was very wet and cold, 
so this year we could have to buy feed in, 
which will hit our bottom line’. 

‘With a lack of grass, milk yields are               
slipping and unless we get some rain soon 
to give us some good grass, the cows will 
reach a certain point where yields will                
remain low. More animals are going 
through the auction earlier than usual 
simply because lack of grazing means               
farmers sell them. That depresses the price 
and additionally they are not as fit and 
ready for market as the sellers would like 
them to be.’ 

‘At the end of April,’ 
said Robert, ‘we 
could hardly get onto 
the land it was so wet, 
but by the                 
middle of May the 
ground had baked 
solid and it has stayed 
that way.  We are 

having to take water round to some of the 
animals where water courses have dried 
up.  It is too dry to fertilise or spread slurry. 
It is not a disaster yet, but a week of steady 
rain is what we need, and soon.’ 

 

This Summer In Bentham …….. 

 

Advice from the Hoggs & Heifers ... 

The Bowling Brown at Springfield …... 
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Photo by David Cowling of children playing and relaxing by The Wenning Oak 

Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging of a summer sunset at Big Stone on 2nd July at 10.10pm 
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August In The 
Garden 
By Joyce Knapp  

August tends to be the month 
when we are at our busiest                 
harvesting vegetables as they 
seem to come ready all at once, so we need 
to look carefully at the jobs in hand and 
prioritise in order to avoid waste. This may 
mean that we start by lifting all calabrese/
summer broccoli as their heads grow to full 
size, before they have time to run to seed 
which would leave them inedible. These 
can then be cut into individual florets, 
blanched and frozen for use during the 
depths of winter when fresh, green                
vegetables are often at their most                    
expensive. In the meantime other crops, 
such as shallots, can be left in the ground to 
ripen until we have time to put them                
undercover to dry and store. These can then 
be used to flavour our cooking throughout 
the winter months, as a milder version of 
onions, with the added benefit that many 
people find they are easier on the digestive 
system than onions. We may still be picking 
peas if we sowed seeds successionally            
earlier in the season, and it is particularly 
important to harvest them at exactly the 
right time, too early and the pod will be fat 
but the peas won't, too late and the sugars 
in each pea will have turned to starch,               
leaving them tasting rather bitter and dry.  
Just a note here, when there are no more 
peas to pick, we can cut off the plant stem 
just above ground level and compost it, 
leaving the roots in the ground to provide 
nitrogen (from nodules on the roots) for the 
next crop – fertilising made easy! 

Thinking back to last month’s article,              
I mentioned testing the theory of using             
clippings from a Privet hedge to mulch 
vegetables in order to retain moisture.               
I can now say that this is not a good idea as 
the sweetcorn plants I used it on soon 
turned rather yellow and sickly-looking,             
so I removed it to the leaf-mould bin and 

replaced it with the next batch of 
lawn mowings kindly provided 
by my neighbour.   

    The weather always seems to 
play a big part in the success or 
otherwise of our gardens and this 
season has been quite dramatic. 
Some plants are still struggling to 

restore their vigour after being set back by 
the ‘Beast from the East’ and none more so 
than dwarf/small conifers, especially those 
with a golden tint. I have several such 
plants and have monitored them carefully, 
watching as their proud green/yellow 
turned to scorched brown. I did not give up 
on them and have now been rewarded as 
they have begun to put out new foliage and 
the best way to deal with the scorched tips 
of their branches is simply to run your              
fingers gently over each, causing the dead 
bits to fall off.  
 

Nature Notes 
By David Fisher 

While walking on            
a footpath on Hutton 
Roof Crags, the                  
diversity of butterflies 
I saw was as follows:  
dark green fritillary, 
the wall, small heath, 
ringlet, meadow brown and also the 6 spot 
burnet moth, which is a day flying moth.  
There was also juniper on the limestone 
scenery and the spotted orchid was out. 
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Bridge That Gap and Get Connected 
By Lynda Graveson 

Bridging the Gap, a three-year Lottery funded project to take creative 
engagement into local residential care homes, has now been completed. 
A number of Pioneer Projects artists (using visual arts, clay, silk painting, fabrics, 
timeslips storytelling, singing, movement and dance) have exchanged knowledge with 
care home staff and activities workers to overcome various challenges in order to deliver 
creative sessions in residential care homes in           
Craven. An end of project event held in Skipton in 
June was an evaluation of that process and a            
celebration of the achievements from all involved. 
Future plans were discussed as to how this vital 
work could continue now that the project has 
come to an end. All agreed that the positive              
relationships formed between the different care 
homes linking activity workers together as well as 
staff, artists, relatives and volunteers will continue 
to be developed to ensure a sustainable learning 
forum goes forward. We would like to take this                              
opportunity to thank everyone involved with ‘Bridging the Gap’ and all who attended the 

event. 
 

     The Brelms Trust is a Charitable Incorporated                    
Organisation (CIO), originally set up as a Charitable Trust in 
2007, offering grants to a wide variety of charities operating 
in the community. Funding is given exclusively to charities 
based in Yorkshire and directly benefiting only Yorkshire                
communities. Priority in their grant-giving is given to               
charities working at the heart of communities to tackle            
disadvantage and to provide sustainable benefit to the           
community. For more information look at their website 
https://
www.brelmstrust.org.uk/ 

Pioneer Projects has been 
awarded a small grant 
which will go towards the 

running costs of the Tuesday Creative Art and Cooking 
sessions. The whole morning, including lunch, welcomes 
all from young to old and is Dementia Friendly. People 
can come in for a cuppa and a chat or can help with the 
cooking, join in with some artwork or join the Creative 
Writing Group upstairs in the Library. The Community 
Lunch is served from 1-1.30pm; homemade vegetarian 
soup with local bread, a variety of cheeses and fruit, and 
sometimes a seasonal pudding will also be available.      

     Craven Compass e-hub - get your community group                 
connected. Pioneer Projects are now being funded by 
North Yorkshire County Council to develop an exciting 
new online website for third sector organisations and 
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community groups across Craven. The Craven Compass e-hub will let organisations post 
details of who they are, what they do and when they do it, advertise events, put up job 
and volunteer vacancies, provide download information leaflets on line, and much more. 
If you want to know what support is available in Bentham or further afield, all the              
information you need will be in one place – a great resource for GPs and care                            
professionals alike. It will also help groups stay in touch with each other and work more 
effectively together. If you run a charity or a community group, whether big or small, 
google craven.compassehub.com to register your organisation. It is easy to sign up and it 
could make a world of difference. 

Photos by Jack Parkinson of recent Creative Art and Cooking sessions. 
 

Get Creative At Bentham Library’s  
Comic Workshop  
Wednesday 8th August At 10.30am 
By Lynda Graveson 

Make some mischief this August at Bentham Library as we host a comic writing and 
drawing workshop led by artist and writer Graham Pearce.  

Graham Pearce is a Preston based comic writer/artist who is best known for his              
satirical action comedy Sgt. Mike Battle: The Greatest American Hero, and his series of 
repainted prints. He has loved comics all his life, collecting and writing hundreds as a 
child. He says “I’m really looking forward to coming to Bentham library and sharing my 
love of reading, writing and drawing with young people. The workshop will be great fun 

and I can’t wait to hear their ideas and see 
what comic strips they come up with”.  

     The workshop will tie-in with this year’s 
Summer Reading Challenge, Mischief             
Makers, which celebrates 80 years of The 
Beano. Graham says “I loved The Beano               
growing up, so this year’s challenge would 
have been perfect for me! At the workshop, 
I’ll be encouraging children to read the six 
books they need to complete the challenge 
and collect their amazing rewards.” 

     The workshop is for 7 – 11 year olds. 
Linda Brockbank, Chair of Friends of               
Bentham Library, who funded the Bentham 
Community Library event, said “FoBL are 
really pleased to fund this event for the 
young people of Bentham, and I hope it 
will encourage more children to taking part 
in this year’s reading scheme”.   

 

Your Advert In Colour 
 From just £23, why not make  

your advert stand out?     
Email ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk  
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Low Bentham 
By Simone Pridmore 

For the June meeting the Institute 
was pleased to welcome Mr Rich-
ard Scott and his guide dog, Bee, to 
talk to us about the Guide Dogs for 
the Blind Association, now known by the 
working title ‘Guide Dogs.’ Richard lives in 
Wray and Bee, who is his                
second guide dog, is a girl. His 
first was a male called Reno 
who was a perfect match for 
him so naturally he was very 
upset when Reno died. He has 
had Bee for two years and he has noticed 
the difference in character between the two 
dogs; Bee is much more cautious than Reno 
who was more ‘high powered’ and ready 
for anything. Richard went on to tell us 
more about what it takes to train a guide 
dog and what is involved for the person 
who has requested a dog. Initially the               
puppy is with a ‘puppy walker’. They live 
with them and the individual or family and 
go everywhere with them to give the                 
puppy as wide an experience as possible. 
This is hard work but fun, and when the 
time comes for the Guide Dog Trainers to 
continue the training it is hard to part with 
the animal that has been so much part of 
life. The trainers then have to assess                    
whether the dog will be suitable to train as 
a guide for a blind/partially-sighted person. 
If they are, the training continues and is 
followed by an exam. One of the most           
difficult jobs is to toilet train the dog to a 
command. Not only the dog but the person 
with sight loss is also assessed and has to 
pass an exam. The training consists of four 
weeks in Manchester and a further three 
weeks in the home area. If successful, a           
licence similar to a driving licence is issued. 
These assessments continue over time to 
monitor for problems and progress. If you 
are wondering what happens to dogs who 
don’t quite make it, they are offered to the 
police and other agencies to train for other 
jobs, e.g. as sniffer dogs. It is also worth 

mentioning that anyone denying 
access to a guide dog and their             
master/mistress is liable to a fine of 
£5,000 and attacking a guide dog can 
lead to prison. While Richard was 
talking, Bee sat in her harness quietly 
at his feet as she was on duty. When 

he took the harness off, which meant she 
could relax, she proceeded to chase her tail! 
We all like treats and so does Bee, who 
loves carrots and ice cubes, so when              
Richard goes for a pint at his local, Bee            
requires a bowl of ice cubes. Having a 
guide dog means a great deal to the                 
individual. It builds confidence and allows 
freedom to go places, but all this comes at a 
cost. The life time cost is £56,800, which is 
all raised by voluntary donation. 

In the business part of the meeting, the 
competition winner was Pat Burns. The 
walking group had been out enjoying the 
sunshine and plans were made for the next 
walk round Newby to Clapham and back to 
Goat Gap for refreshments. The craft group 
continues to meet and produce all manner 
of items. Members enjoyed a guided tour 
by the owner of Jervaulx Abbey, one of the 
largest privately-owned abbeys in the              
country. The next meeting on August 16th 
is on Tai Chi for strength and flexibility.  

 

High Bentham 
By Wendy Dowbiggin 

High Bentham WI met at the Town Hall on 
Thursday 5th July.  Our speaker for the 
evening was Andrea Houldsworth, who 
has been a beautician for 10 years and has 
her salon (Pure Beauty Room) in High                     
Bentham. Andrea told the meeting that she 
did all forms of make up but this evening 
she was giving a mini makeover with her 
dermatological  products. 

Ruth Parker was the lucky 
lady for the makeover.  Andrea 
explained the treatment as she 
went along.  The products she 
uses have no fragrance. A tip 
she gave us was always to work 
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the treatment ‘upwards’ as most of us work 
‘downwards’. Ruth looked radiant at the 
end of the makeover. Andrea had various  
samples for everyone to try. It was a very 
interesting evening and a very good lesson 
in how to cleanse the face. June Gerrie 
thanked Andrea on behalf of the WI. 

A business meeting took place after the 
demonstration, led by President Barbara 
Shuttleworth.  The entry for Bentham Show 
was discussed - ‘Celebration’. Poppy                 
making was continuing for the High                
Bentham memorial on School Hill. Several 
members hoped to go on the train from 
Ribblehead to Carlisle to see the poppies at 
the Castle in commemoration of WWI.            
Four members had enjoyed an excellent                    
afternoon tea at Felicity Hey’s. Thank you, 
Felicity – better than The Waldorf!                  
The President and Secretary had been to                   
Morpeth. Whilst there they had visited the 
grave of the suffragette who threw herself 
in front of the king’s horse and most               
interestingly their visit turned out to be on 
the day of the anniversary. 

The competition for a cup and saucer 
was won by Jill Noble, Margaret Abbot 
(2nd) and Grace Stevens (3rd). 

 

Tatham Fells 
By Mary Taylor  

The Old School, Tatham Fells, echoed with 
gales of laughter on Tuesday evening, 12th 
June, as entertainers Sue and Pauline sang 
risqué songs and recited naughty poems.  
The name of their contribution on the              
Women’s Institute programme was Senior 
Moments, but they said it should really 
have been ‘the born again virgin tour’.   

Among their repertoire were Victoria 
Wood’s songs and Beatles’ tunes with                 
different words, and one of the poems was 
an hilarious tongue twister. Pauline had pre 
recorded the accompanying piano music to 
which they sang, and both of the                       
entertainers are WI members and sing in WI 
choirs. To add to the mood, several cows 
attracted by the singing came to look in at 

the windows. 

Sue and Pauline 
have several pro- 
grammes, and have 
been booked again for 
next year for their              
second programme; 
they donate 20% of 
their fee to Macmillan Cancer Support. 

Winners of the competition for four              
melting moments were Ann Dawson, Kath 
Dickinson and Linda Kirkby. 

During business, President Margaret 
McIntosh informed members of future 
events.  Linda Kirkby had led the May walk 
through a privately owned beautiful                
bluebell wood in Lower Tatham. 

The evening concluded with                          
refreshments provided by Helen Wilkinson 
and Mary Myers. 

At the July meeting, Rosie from                    
Temptations, Bentham will demonstrate 
Fun with Felting. 
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Lest We Forget - Edward Ramskill 
Words by Allan Hartley 

Research by Marilyn Hartley      

Edward1 was born in Low Bentham in 
1882, the youngest son of Joseph2 and 
Mary Jane3 Ramskill, née Senior. The family home 
was at Highfield Terrace, Low Bentham, where the 
family remained. By the time of the 1891 census, 
Edward’s father had died. 
    We don’t know much about Edward’s early life 
other than he grew up and remained in Low           
Bentham and went to work as a grocery assistant 
for Mr John Satterthwaite.  When the war came, 
Edward volunteered4 for service and in December 
1915 travelled to Keighley to enlist with the Prince 
of Wales Own West Yorkshire Regiment as Private 
28741, stationed at Blyth in Northumberland.                
He was 33 at the time. 
    Thereafter the trail goes cold throughout 1916, 
though it is highly likely Edward took part in the 
Battles of the Somme and Ypres. 
    The next we hear of Edward is that he has been 
promoted to Corporal and in July 1917 is on home 
leave, recovering from wounds to his knee and 
wrist. He was back on the Front in France in                 

August and back in Bentham by late September, suffering from exhaustion. Sufficiently 
recovered, he was sent back to the Front at the end of October, no doubt to take part in 
the grim Third Battle of Ypres and Passchendaele. 

The winter months passed, during which time the Germans planned for the coming 
spring, buoyed by the availability of thousands of men from the Russian Front, and in the 
knowledge that if America entered the war they did not have enough men to win the 
war.  

On 21st March 1918, Edward got involved when the Germans launched the                      
Kaiserschlacht, the Kaiser’s Battle, the St Michael’s Spring Offensive, across the entire 
front of the Somme. 

Here during the German Offensive, Edward, now a Sergeant, was gassed, and                 
hospitalised in France. Around this time he was also transferred to the Northumberland 
Fusiliers as 60973, probably to make up the numbers of NCOs lost at Passchendaele and 
the Spring Offensive.  

He was back on the Front in October when, after surviving many battles and near 
misses, Edward’s luck ran out on 23rd October. His Captain recorded: ‘He died whilst 
leading his section in an attack on a village [ruins of] and was buried near the spot 
[Bermerain, south of Valenciennes]5 where he fell. He was a fine specimen of True British 
Grit and his place will indeed be hard to fill’. 

After the Armistice in November 1918, a memorial service was held at the Parish 
Church, Low Bentham, with the Rev Percy Coates officiating. Mr John Satterthwaite 
praised Edward as being a man of fine character, whose genial disposition won him 
many friends, and extended his sympathies to Edward’s mother and relatives.  

Edward is buried at Bermerain Communal Cemetery5 and commemorated on the war 



  15  

 

memorial plaque on Station Road and the memorial plaque at St John the Baptist Church, 
Low Bentham. 

Edward was the 49th Bentham man to be killed. He was 36. 
 

Notes:- 

1. Edward is noted as being the youngest son; sadly, we don’t know the name or names of the 
other sons. 

2. Joseph was born in Leeds. We don’t know what he did for a living; he died some time between 
1881 and 1891.   

3. Mary Jane was also from Leeds and we guess the family relocated to Low Bentham to work at 
the Ford Ayrton Silk Mill. 

4. John Satterthwaite, Edward’s employer, volunteered at the same time. We don’t know if they 
travelled together to enlist. We don’t know if John also enlisted with the West Yorks, but it appears 
that he survived the war. 

5. Bermarain Communal Cemetery is located in Northern France on the border with Belgium, 
just south of Valenciennes, a pleasant, small cemetery dedicated to those soldiers lost during the 
latter half of October and the beginning of November 1918. The cemetery has 41 burials, including 
Edward. 

6. The cap badge on Edward’s photo is of the West Yorkshire Regiment. 

 

Lest We Forget - Richard Wearing   

Words By Allan Hartley        
Research By Marilyn Hartley     
Richard1 was born in in Bentham in 1893, the eldest of son of John2 and Jane 

Wearing, née Dent. The family home was at 
13 Lairgill, Bentham. By the time of the 1901 census, John 
had moved his growing family of four sons and a                   
daughter3 to Main Street, High Bentham. We don’t know 
much about Richard’s early life, but by the 1911 census, 
now 19, he had moved to Langcliffe, working for Charles 
Lamb at Barrel Sykes Farm. 
     When the war came, Richard was one of the first local 
men to volunteer for service in August 1914, travelling to 
Lancaster to enlist with the King’s Own Royal Lancaster 
Regiment as Private 14399. He was deployed in the 
transport section, no doubt due to the ability he had               
acquired as a farm worker to work with horses. He was on 
extended home leave in May 1915 after being badly kicked 
by one of his horses. On returning to duty he was                
transferred to the 1/4 Gordon Highlanders Scottish                
Regiment as Private S/43996. Thereafter the trail goes very 
cold and we know nothing of Richard’s service record 
throughout 1916, 1917 and most of 1918. But without 
doubt he would have played his part in the Big Push and 

Battle of the Somme in 1916, the Battles of Arras, Ypres and Passchendaele of 1917 and the 
German Spring Offensive of March 1918. So many battles, so many scrapes, so many near 
misses, we can only guess what Richard experienced. Richard is recorded as being on  
                                                                                                                                  /continued over 
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Lest We Forget Continued from page 15.  
home leave during 1918, escorted by one of his brothers. With tears in his eyes he returned 
to the Front never to be seen again.  

In October the Gordons were in action chasing the retreating German Army during the 
Final Advance in Picardy when Richard’s luck ran out and he was killed in action on 27th 
October 1918. His body lost to the war, he remains where he fell.  He is remembered at             
Vis-en-Artois4 British Cemetery in Northern France on memorial wall panel 10. 

Richard is also commemorated on the war memorial plaque on Station Road, the             
memorial plaque at St Margaret’s Church and the Methodist Church at High Bentham. 

Richard was the 50th Bentham man to be killed. He was 26. 
 

Notes 

1   Richard is noted as being the eldest son; the other sons, John (1894), Thomas (1897) and Leonard 
(1898), all fought in the war and with great fortitude they all survived. The youngest son, Frank 
(1904) was lucky to be born in a different era. Frank would eventually make his home in Ingleton. 

2   John spent most of his working life in the Bentham area, working as a General Labourer.  

3   Apart from the five sons, there were two daughters - Mary-Ann, better known as Molly, who 
was born in 1901, and the last baby of the family, Jane, born in 1910. Nicknamed Jennie, she 
marrried Harry Tomlinson in 1931 and, like her Mum and Dad, started married life at Lairgill. 

With special thanks to family member Norman Bell for the provision of this information. 

4   Vis-en-Artois British Cemetery was started in August 1918, with graves from 11 other          

cemeteries being brought in after the armistice. It has 2,369 burials, 1,458 of which are unknown, 
with wall panels to those men who remain missing, including Richard and fellow Benthamer David 
Percival Dixon, killed five days earlier (BN 381).    

Vis-en-Artois where Richard is remembered on memorial wall panel 10. 
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August Craven Concerns 
By Councillor Linda Brockbank – 015242-61598 
Cllr.LBrockbank@cravendc.gov.uk 
Keep Craven Tidy – New £150 Fines For 
Littering 
Craven District Councillors have agreed to 
increase the fine for littering from £80 to 
£150. The Cleaner Neighbourhoods Service 
cost the Council £132,324 last year and 25 
fixed penalty notices totalling £2,000 were 
served. New regulations will also allow 
fines to be issued to a ‘keeper’ of a vehicle 
from where litter is thrown rather than             
establishing which particular individual 
actually threw the litter. Any extra income 
made by the Council will be ring-fenced for 
the Cleaner Neighbourhoods Service. 

Please take your litter home. 

 

Learn to Drive with  

Sally Moore 
 

Your local, friendly  

Instructor 
 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 

 

Don’t forget the BN deadline 
date is 12th August for the  

September edition 
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Letters 
 

Dear Bentham News 
 

Readers may remember my 
letter earlier this year in which I asked for 
someone to take over from me as Poppy 
Appeal Organiser after this year's                  
centenary collection. Sadly, no one has 
come forward and so it looks as though 
there will be no poppies for sale in                  
Bentham in November 2019. 
Sincerely, Wendy Smith, High Bentham 
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People’s Page 
 

Charity Thanks 
 

Age Concern is the latest charity to        
receive £100 from Bentham Line                
Dancers. We hope the money will help 
towards the great work they do within 
Bentham.  
Jenny Durrant 
 

Personal Thanks 
 

Ball 
Margaret, Karen and family would like to 
thank relatives, friends and neighbours for 
the beautiful flowers, cards and messages 
of sympathy and kindness after the sad loss 
of Peter. Thank you all for the kind dona-
tions of over £700 for Bentham Pet Rescue. 
Thank you to the Rev. Bryan Yardy for the 
lovely service, and thanks to Dawn and 
staff at Fred Hamer Funeral Services for all 
your help and support at this difficult time. 
 

Notices 
 

Stepping Stones Baby & Toddler Group 
will be holding 2 summer sessions from 
11am - 1pm on Wednesday 8th and 22nd of 
August. The cost of each session will be £2 
per family which will include snacks and 
refreshments. Bring a packed lunch. Why 
not bring your Mums and Dads, Grand-
parents, older siblings and carers? I look 
forward to welcoming you all, Ruth.  
Further information please call 62574 or e-mail 
greeny964@btinternet.com 
 

Car Boot Sale, Bentham Playing Fields, 
LA2 7LW. Sunday 5th August, 9am-2pm.                 
Traders from 8am. Pitches only £5 car, £10 
van. Refreshments available. Call Lisa to 
book a pitch on 07834 902287. 
 

Coming up in September… Firefighters’ 
Charity car wash Saturday 15th September 
at Bentham Fire Station 9am-12 midday. 
 

Christian Aid Concert 
Concert with local musicians on Friday 
28th September at 7pm, Methodist Church, 
High Bentham. Please put in your diary 
now. We expect at least 6 mostly local 
different groups or individual performers.  
Entry and refreshments are free. Donations 
will be for Christian Aid. This is being 
sponsored by Churches Together in                
Bentham.  Offers to help with refreshments 
or setting up,  contact the individual 
churches please, or Timothy Fox, 62575. 
 
 

 

TAYLORS 
 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 
High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  
9.00am—5.00pm 
Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 
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Towards November 11th 2018 
By Judith Johnson 
On reading the ‘Bentham’s Poppy Projects’ 
article in last month’s Bentham News,           
I thought it would be good to share with 
BN’s readers plans that we have at Bentham 
Parish Church, St John’s. Following our 
Craft Club workshops in May, we also need 
poppies; crocheted, knitted or sewn. If you 
are able to help, please contact me on 
015242-61905. During the weekend of 3rd-
4th November there will be a display of 
photographs, articles and memorabilia 
about World War I loaned by Bentham            
people, and we hope everyone will feel free 
to contribute towards this. Some of these 
items will be moved to Bentham Parish 
Church, St John’s in Low Bentham, for a 
Dedication Service on the following             
Saturday, November 10th at 2pm. Kirkby 
Lonsdale Brass Band will play during the 
service, which we hope will be a fitting            
tribute to all those local people who lost 
their lives in both conflicts. 

We will dedicate a new memorial in the 
church, bringing together the brass plaques 
from both St John’s and St Margaret’s 
which commemorate the dead from World 
War I, and a new plaque listing the names 
of the dead from both High and Low              
Bentham from World War II. For this             
project we are very grateful for support 
from the Town Council, Craven District 
Council, North Yorkshire County Council 
and the Harold and Alice Bridges Trust. 
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July’s Town Council  

By Shirley Brown 

Town Councillors Adams, Barnes, Bridgeman, Burton, Faraday, Marshall (chair), 
Stannard, Swales, and Wills, were present at the July meeting and apologies were                 
received from Town Councillors Handford and Taylor and County Councillor Ireton.            
In attendance also were Jo Burton (Town Clerk), District Councillors Brockbank and 
Thompson, and four members of the public. One of these, a resident of Low Bentham, 
asked if there was anything the Town Council could do to address the problem of vehicles 
speeding on Burton Road and articulated wagons coming through the village from                 
Burton, both of which were causing hazards and making the road dangerous. Councillors 
were sympathetic and suggested better signage might help and that they would write to 
NYCC to highlight the issue. 
 

Planning: There were no objections to new applications concerning Gruskham Barn, 
Mewith, namely change of use of existing barn to dwelling, insertion of 2 windows to the 
ground floor and 4 conservation style roof lights. No objections either to the conversion of 
a traditional barn to form 2 dwellings and associated car-port at Lane House Farm, near 
Green Smithy, or to beech trees being thinned by 30% at 15 Butterbergh, High Bentham. 
 

District Councillors reported the exciting news that following Craven District Council 
awarding a contract to a new recycling company, many more items can now be placed in 
the blue bins for recycling. This will make a big difference to the amount of waste sent to 
landfill and is definitely something to celebrate. 
 

Highways Matters: The Commons Register for Burn Moor needs a name corrected, and 
Barn A at Gill Head is also getting a name, ‘Acorn Bank’. A letter of appreciation had been 
received thanking the Town Council, Auction Mart and public for support in getting a 
new road sign directing heavy wagons away from the turning by Beechstones Cottage, 
Mount Pleasant. Following a serious accident in May, signage on the B6480 needs to give 
clearer advance warning of the low bridge. Wennington Council have cleared trees away 
from a relevant road sign, but as some road signs are either poor or non-existent it was 
suggested that photos making the situation clear might help Lancashire County Council 
deal with the problem. ‘LOW BRIDGE AHEAD – ALTERNATIVE ROUTE’ might help. 
There was clarification that a Residential Disabled Parking space is required for one               
resident, and that the Council have requested Parking Enforcement takes place at                  
different times of day, with parking on double yellow lines outside The Black Bull being 
particularly problematic. The parking issues on Hillside Road have eased but still need 
monitoring, the hedge at the top of Butts Lane is overgrown and trees on land at the end 
of Lairgill are beginning to obstruct power lines. Some white lines have been painted 
round potholes needing attention, which is promising, but as the tar is melting in the hot 
weather lately causing vehicles to “float”, there was a suggestion that maybe some of it 
could flow into the potholes re-filling them naturally! In general Councillors felt a meeting 
in Skipton with Highways officials was not good enough, and that NYCC officers need to 
come and see the problems for themselves, in Bentham. 
 

Council Calendar: The Marketing Committee think they can get sufficient photos together 
for the calendar but need 2 more sponsors. 
 

Low Bentham Play Area: The opening was well-attended by children, which was 
“amazing”, but less well- attended by local residents. However, Cllr Marshall spoke for  

                                                                                                             …………./Continued overleaf 



22  

 

Cont. from page 21….. 

the whole council when he said that this play area is “a great achievement by the Town 
Council”. Risk Assessments have been agreed with Play Inspections Ltd at a cost of £325, 
and weekly check sheets will be filled in by either Cllr Bridgeman or Cllr Faraday.             
Cllr Bridgeman would like to include more information on a plaque about Philip Harvey 
and the history of his donation of land for a play area.  
 

Dog Fouling: A response from Wayne Gray, CDC’s Environmental Health Officer, said 
that officers had recently spent a whole day in Bentham but hadn’t caught any offenders. 
They need local people to report incidents of dog fouling before they can issue £50 fixed 
penalties. Cllr Handford will be placing notices around the area with information to this 
effect. 
 

Patient Representative Council: Cllr Faraday reported that Castleberg Hospital is                
expected to re-open by December. Road markings near the Health Centre need to be 
clearer. 
 

Youth Café: Cllr Burton reported that the building is in a poor state of decoration, that an 
outside drain is blocked and that those using the building found the lighting too bright. 
He said that the committee wasn’t functioning very well and there were leadership                     
issues. There was a suggestion that the building should be used for more family-oriented 
activities, but with any use by the over 18s the Town Council would need to be                     
approached for their approval.             
 

Age Concern: Cllr Swales reported that there was a good committee here, although at 
present without a chairman, and there was always a need for more drivers and escorts. 
 

Refugee’s Weekend Visit: Cllr Marshall, as Mayor, took part by welcoming 19 refugees 
from countries such as Malaya, Eritrea, Ukraine and Iran to Bentham for a weekend visit, 
which was very successful with the various activities being greatly enjoyed. 
 

New Butcher’s Shop: Cllr Barnes said that the butcher is keen to open the new premises 
in Station Road but this has been delayed as he has been waiting for several weeks for 
Environmental Health Officers to come and inspect the premises.  
 

Next Town Council Meeting: There is no scheduled meeting for August, and the next 
one will be on Monday 3rd September in the Town Hall. 

 



  23  

 

Primary School Year End 
By Mrs Claire Pearson, Headteacher  
(015242-61412) 
We have finally reached the end of the 
2017/2018 academic year. As we break for 
the Summer Holidays, having waved a fond 
farewell to our Year 6 children who will be 
commencing the next phase of their educa-
tional journey in September, we eagerly look             
forward to welcoming new children in 
Nursery and throughout the school as we 
have a lot of new families joining us in            
September. Upon reflection, this has been an 
amazing year, with children enjoying               
endless educational opportunities, including 
residential trips, visits to London, involve-
ment with The Yorkshire Dales Millennium 
Trust, working alongside the Yorkshire 
Wildlife Trust, exploring the diversity of 
culture in the UK, taking part in sporting 
activities, representing the school and the 
local community in Cluster events and 
much, much more. The list really is endless.  

As I am sure readers will be aware, we 
have been blessed with Summer weather 
this Summer term! Children have embraced 
the opportunity to utilise our outside             
learning area and enjoy the fruits of their 
labour. It appears that the only break in the 
weather was typically on our annual Sports 
Day!  Despite the rain this event went ahead 
with children all taking part in a variety of 
‘athletic’ activities including an Egg and 
Spoon Race, a Cross Country Competition 
and an Obstacle Course.  We were also able 
to carry through our plans to hold a ‘Parents 
Picnic’ after our Sports Day fixture, even if it 
was classroom based!  It was lovely to see so 
many parents supporting their children and 
joining them for a Picnic Lunch.  Thank you 
to Mrs Leak and her assistant, Miss Price, for 
putting on a lovely spread for the children. 

Recently, grandparents of children at the 
school were invited to join children for 
lunch.  Our dining area, The Lunch Box, is a 
lovely space where children can eat and 
socialise together whilst enjoying their 
lunch.  New brightly coloured chairs have 
made the dining area even more colourful. 
Thank you again to Mrs Leak for raising the 
funds and securing match funding for the 

purchase of these new additions to the hall. 
This year’s whole school production of 

‘Robin and the Sherwood Hoodies’ was               
absolutely amazing, and children captivated 
their audience at both the evening and             
matinee performances. Thank you to every-
one who came along to support our                
dedicated and talented children as they             
performed live. Thank you also to Mrs                
Ellershaw, Ms Burns and Mrs Chapman for 
creating the detailed scenery, and to all the 
staff involved with the endless practices, 
especially Miss Thwaite, who proved to be 
one amazing Director. Thank you also to the 
Friends of Bentham School for organising 
refreshments and to all those parents, carers 
and families who supported the production 
by providing creative and brilliant costumes 
for children. Finally, thank you to all those 
‘theatregoers’ who made a donation to the 
‘bucket’. All monies raised will help to cover 
the costs of putting on a show and any spare 
money will be put to good use. 

By way of a reminder, school will re-open 
on Wednesday 5th September 2018. We do 
still have a limited number of places               
available for children in our Nursery.  Next 
academic year we will, once again, be                 
offering the 30-hour childcare provision.            
If you are interested in a place, or would like 
more details about our Nursery, please do 
not hesitate to contact the school on 015242 
61412. 

Finally, we would like to wish the whole 
school community a lovely relaxing summer 
break.  Please remember to stay safe,                 
especially around roads, rivers and                        
reservoirs.  See you in September! 
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Events in August 
Town Hall Codes: TB Ballroom LH Lower 
Hall WR Wenningdale Room  Others:  
PP Pioneer Projects LW Looking Well  

 

Wed 1st Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon. Post 
 Office Services. And every Wed. 
 11.30am-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Wed. 
 PP, Looking Well, 10-12am, Sing 
 Along. Tel 62672 for details. And 
 15th, 22nd & 31st. 
  2-4pm, Art for All Art Group. And 
 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11.30am,  
 Coffee Morning. Donations to local 
 Charities. And every Wednesday. 
Thurs 2nd Town Hall, 7-10pm, High 
 Bentham WI. LH. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Bat ’N’ 
 Chat. And every Thurs.  
Fri 3rd Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Fri. 
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Poppy Making- June Gerrie 
 PP, Looking Well, 10.30am-1pm, 
 Art Skills Development for details  
 tel 62672. And 31st. 
 Town Hall, , 5.30-6.30pm, Sally Reid 

 Dance, LH.  And 10th. 
Sat 4th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, NSPCC 
 Coffee Morning TB. 
Sun 5th Bentham Playing Fields, 9am-2pm 
 (traders 8am) pitches £5 car£10 van. 
 Refreshments. Call Lisa 07834 902287 
 to book  pitch. 
 Ingleton Community Centre, 10am-
 4pm, Book Fair. Wide range of second- 
 Hand, out -of- print and antiquarian 
 books for sale, also classical CDs - ring 
 Gerry Cotter (01524 752968) for further 
 details. 
Mon 6th PP, Health Walks for Women, 
 9.20am Lairgill Car Park. 13th & 20th. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Office Open. And every Mon. Not 
 bank holidays. 
 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Mon. Not bank hols. 
 Town Hall - No Council Meeting 
 this month 
Tues 7th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Craft 
 Club. And 21st & 28th. WR. 
 6.30-9pm, Slimming World. And 21st 
 & 28th. LH. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Office 
 Open. And every Tues. 
 10am-12noon, Drop-in Board Games 
 club, Mexican Train, dominoes,  
 PP, Looking Well, 10.30am,  Looking 

 

COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 
MOB 07765 882579 

 

REDHEADS COAL  
AND GAS 

 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 
All sizes of Bottled Gas delivered 

 

Kindling, Logs, Wood pellets, Prepacked fuel 
Compost and Gro-Bags 

 

We won’t be beaten on Price,  
Quality and Service 

 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

Tel: 015242 41626 
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 Well Tuesday Café and craft 
 activities. Community Lunch at 1pm 
 with Soup. And 28th. 
 11.30-1pm, Creative Writing Group  in 
 the library.And 28th. 
Wed 8th, Footpath Heart of Bowland, 10 
 miles,  David & Sheila Longton, 
 61838. See page 33. 
 Bentham Community Library,  
 9am-12pm, Adult Learning Skills IT 
 Drop-in 
 10.30am-12 noon, Comic Making 
` Workshop 
 Town Hall, 11am-1pm, Stepping 
 Stones. TB. And 22nd. 
Fri 10th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Exercise with Sally 
Sat 11th Vic Inst., 10am-12noon, Book Swap. 
 And every 2nd Sat.  
 Town Hall, 10am-12noon,   
 LASRUG Coffee Morning.TB. 
 Let Go Retreat, micro retreat with 
 yoga, equine therapy, meditation, 
 mindfulness, amazing food and a 
 gong bath 07557768047 or 
 www.happinesshub.uk/events  
Sun 12th BN DEADLINE 
Fri 17th  Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Our Favourite Poems, 
 Dorothy Stubbs 
Sat 18th Town Hall, 10am-12noon,   

 Pet Rescue Coffee Morning. TB. 
Sun19th Footpath, Glasson Dock (changed), 
 7 miles, Alison Kinder & Colin 
 Stroud, 07854789311. See page 33 
Fri 24th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Working with Refugees & 
 Asylum Seekers—Maggie Bruno 
Sat 25th Footpath Fox’s Pulpit, 7.5 miles, 
 Alison Kinder, 07854789311.  
 See page 33. 
 Town Hall, 10am-12noon,  
 Bentham Praise Coffee Morning. TB. 
 How to Be Positive retreat, micro 
 retreat—yoga, equine therapy 
 meditation, mindfulness, amazing 
 food, nutrition workshop 075577 
 680047 www.happinesshub.uk/events 
Mon 27th Vic Inst., 10am-2pm Low Bentham 
 Street Fair, stalls, raffle, bbq, tombola 
 Refreshments,.  See ad page 42. 
Wed 29th Methodist Church, 2-4pm, Messy  
 Church—children & parents /carers. 
Thurs 30th Footpath Elslack, Skipton 7 miles, 
 Robert Baines, 41452. See page 33. 
Fri 31st Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age
 Concern. Working at the TSB Colin 
 Etherington  

BN IS PUBLISHED 
Sat 1st Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Bonfire 
 Committee coffee morning. TB. 
 . 
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Police News 
Hello again from PC 830 Babs Parsons, your Neighbourhood Officer 
covering the Bentham and Ingleton area. This is my latest report to 
keep you updated on recent crimes and incidents in Bentham and the 
surrounding area.  
 

Recent Crimes in Bentham: On 19th June there was a               
report of domestic harassment. On 22nd June there was a             
report of youths sending sexually explicit images of themselves to each other. On 25th June 
there was a report of an adult female stealing food from Bentham Co-op. The female has been 
identified and this is under investigation. On 27th June there was a report of an adult male 
and female stealing alcohol from Bentham Co-op. They have been identified and this is under            
investigation. On 29th June 2 domestic incidents were reported to us.  
 

And elsewhere in the area: On 28th June there were 2 reports of cash being stolen from the 
changing rooms at Ingleton swimming pool.  
 

Two Fatal Accidents – Appeals For Witnesses: 24th June: We're appealing for witnesses to a 
fatal collision between a motorcycle and pedal cycle in the Settle area. The incident occurred 
on the unclassified road between Wigglesworth and Rathmell at around 10.40am on Sunday 
24th June.  The pedal cyclist and the motorcycle were travelling in the same direction from 
Wigglesworth towards Rathmell, with the collision occurring as the motorcycle approached 
from behind. Both men sustained life-threatening injuries and were airlifted from the scene. 
Sadly, the rider of the Suzuki GSX-R motorcycle, a 36-year-old man from Rochdale, Greater 
Manchester, died at Leeds General Infirmary. The pedal cyclist, a 61-year-old man from 
Colne, is in a serious but stable condition at Royal Preston Hospital. We're appealing for               
witnesses to the collision to come forward, as well as anyone who recalls seeing the manner of 
riding of either vehicle prior to the collision. We also wish to thank the members of the public 
who stopped at the scene and assisted in administering first aid. 
1st July:  We're appealing for witnesses after a fatal collision at about 11.26am on Sunday 1st 
July on the A682 at Hellifield involving a blue Citroen Berlingo and a black and red Suzuki 
GSXR motorbike. Sadly, the rider of the motorbike, a 27-year-old man, was pronounced dead 
at the scene. Please could anyone who witnessed the collision, saw either of the vehicles in-
volved before it occurred, or has any dash-cam footage taken in the area at the time contact us. 
 

Other News: A motorcyclist who led traffic officers on a high-speed chase at speeds of up to 
125mph, has been handed a 10-month suspended prison sentence and banned from the roads 
for 12 months. A 24-year-old from Pontefract was recorded riding at 111mph on 21st April on 
the A65 between Clapham and Ingleton. When attempts were made to stop him, he led the 
officers on a pursuit that lasted for several miles and topped out at 125mph. Highly-trained 
road policing officers eventually called off the chase to prevent danger to the public. The             
motorcyclist was charged the next day after he was tracked down from the registration plate 
of his motorbike. He pleaded guilty to dangerous driving at Skipton Magistrates Court on 
11th May. To view footage of the pursuit see - https://youtu.be/-yKNyVCe16A 
 

We see the consequences of riding at excessive speeds first hand. We have to gather body 
parts off the carriageways after fatal collisions. We have to break devastating news to partners 
or parents when we tell them their loved one is lying in a morgue. Please drive carefully. 

Contact Information: 
 

1 Ring 999 in an emergency or to report a crime in progress 
2 Ring 101 to report incidents or provide information 
3 Ring Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111 to remain anonymous 
4 E-mail barbara.parsons@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 
5 E-mail SNACraven@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk   

https://youtu.be/-yKNyVCe16A
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Don’t forget the BN deadline date is 
12th August for the September edition 

Bentham Area Refugee Support Group 
By Maggie Bruno, Bentham Area Refugee Support Group   davidmaggiebruno@gmail.com 
015242 61616 

First of all, a big thank you to everyone who helped at and supported the Coffee Morning 
on 9th June. We are grateful for all the donations of goods, raffle and tombola prizes,               
baking, time, help and generosity. We made a remarkable £480 which helped to meet the 
costs of the Refugee Hosting Weekend, and also allowed us to send some funds to               
Bradford Red Cross Refugee Services.  

In Refugee Week, my talk, ‘There But For Fortune’  in Bentham Methodist Church had 
a good attendance, and raised some lively discussion and questions afterwards. Although 
not a fundraising event, donations of £50 for the Bradford Red Cross Refugee Services 
were generously given. Thank you to Bentham Methodist Church for hosting the event, 
and to all who supported it. 

By the time you read this 19 asylum seekers and refugees will have visited us from the 
Red Cross in Bradford for our hosting weekend 29th June – 1st July. This year our             
visitors, who came from Eritrea, Ethiopia, Iraq, Iran, Gabon, Malawi, Ukraine, and             
Pakistan were welcomed at the Looking Well by Bentham Mayor Thomas Marshall. We 
had an  amazing time. We enjoyed wonderful weather and great generosity from Andrea 
and Stephen Dennis, the Looking Well, Bibby’s of Ingleton, Burton Village Hall, Burton             
Recreational Field, Yorkshire Dales National Park, Ingleborough Cave, Westhouse              
Methodist Church, Bentham Youth Café which loaned play equipment, and the Band 
which played at the Ceilidh – to name but a few of those whose support was invaluable - 
along with a fantastic team of hosts and helpers. Thanks to you all. Feedback shows that 
our visitors had a wonderful time, found space to make new friendships, feel supported 
and valued, and escape from the pressures of being refugees and asylum seekers, many 
in destitution.  

But being a host is an equally rich experience - "Being a host to refugees or volunteers 
from the Red Cross Centre at Bradford is a unique opportunity to see ourselves as others 
see us.  We couldn't help but contemplate how lucky we are to live in peaceful North 
Yorkshire in comparative luxury compared with those who have decided to risk                    
everything to leave homes, families and friends in search of safety and new                             
opportunities.  The hosting weekend is an opportunity to talk to people from other parts 
of the globe while sharing in a range of enjoyable activities and meals.  Our highlight was 
the Ceilidh - a happy ring of people holding hands and laughing together at the joyous 
chaos of it all.  We received much more 
than we were able to give." Jenny Keen 

On 28th July we had a stall at Clapham 
Street Market, continuing to raise funds to 
support asylum seekers and refugees. All of 
the money we raise is passed directly to the 
projects. Although not so much headline 
news now, the needs remain huge in the 
UK, Europe, and across the world. And for 
plans for future events watch this space! 
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F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 
01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

MARK WATSON 
HOME & GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 
 

 
Gardening 

and landscaping services,  
mowing, strimming. Hedge cutting, fencing, 

paving, turfing and power washing.  
Loft insulating and pointing. 

 

07759680938   07759680943 
015242 62038 

 Settle Chimney  
Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  
Sweeping Service. 

Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls, Carbon  
Monoxide Detectors Supplied & Fitted. 
National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683  
Mob. 07815 285321  

MEL BOOTH 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

07825749631 
 

GENERAL HANDYMAN,  
GARDEN MAINTENANCE,   

GREAT RATES. 

 

Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 
Mob: 07768 571407 

 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 
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Scoliosis Awareness Day 
By Jane Richmond 

The sun was shining for afternoon tea and 
fun at the Vicarage on Saturday 30th July, 
Scoliosis Awareness Day. People popped in 
for a chat and to sit and enjoy the freshly 
homemade fayre of delicious lemon drizzle 
cake, sumptuous scones with fresh cream 
and strawberry jam and mountainous              
meringues – of course with cream as well! 

Guests enjoyed having fun on the                 
tombola managed by Nathan, and getting 
fabulous painted tattoos, courtesy of                
Fraggle. There were also Green Men and 
Easter Island Head Garden Ornaments 
peering through the grass and foliage and a 
small selection of plants including                   
Raspberry and Redcurrants, Sedums and 
Mints, all thanks to Shaun and Aaron                
respectively.   

Scoliosis Choices & Support UK would 
like to thank all the people who supported 
us on the day. We were delighted to have 
raised £221.90. The money will be going 
towards the fundraising for Daniel’s VBT 
(Vertebral Body Tethering) operation that is 
not available on the NHS. We would also 
like to thank all the volunteers who helped 
out Sharon Harpur and Rachel Coote,              
Marie, Aaron and Nathan Robshaw, Jackie 
Stevenson and Bev Park, Fraggle and             
Deborah and Stuart Porter, we couldn’t 
have done this without all of you. Also, big 
thanks to Philip and the Co-op Team and 
Oakroyd Bakery for their kind donations. 

We hope next year to make the day even 
bigger and better, but in the meantime we 
will be running other raffles and                           
fundraising events throughout the year, 
and any support would be appreciated.  We 
are also looking for volunteers to support 
us in the shop so if you would like to get 
involved why not pop into the Scoliosis 
Choices & Support Shop UK, Main Street, 

High Bentham for a chat.  We are open 
Monday, Thursday and Saturday 9am – 
1pm and Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 
from 9am until 5pm. Or email us at                 
scoliosiscsuk@gmail.com or message us 
through our Facebook Page – Scoliosis-
Choices&SupportUKFundraisingShop. 
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All joinery work  

Undertaken 
 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 



  31  

 

Hospitality 
By Mary Winter (for Churches 
Together in Bentham)  

My favourite story about hospitality comes 
from Greece.  It concerns a British couple, 
who were motoring around Greece and 
got lost.  After a time of rising voices and 
emotions, they decided to stop for a drink 
and some directions.  Soon they spotted a 
typical taverna patio, complete with tables 
and chairs, and pulled in with relief. The 
host brought the drinks they ordered, gave 
them helpful directions and stayed and 
chatted with them. 

At length, refreshed and with their              
marriage somewhat repaired, they rose to 
go. 

‘How much do we owe you?’ they 
asked the host. 

‘No charge,’ he replied.  ‘This is my 
home.’ 

Not only is this delightful story                    
absolutely typical of Greece, where                 
hospitality is a sacred tradition, but it also 
illustrates some interesting aspects of this 
very important concept.  

We often think of hospitality as a matter 
of choice.  We ‘extend’ it.  We invite people 
to dinner, for example, on a day and at a 
time of our own choosing.  But calls on our 
hospitality can be more unexpected than 
that.  Sometimes they are visited upon as 
at inconvenient times, when we are busy 
with other things, or just plain tired. 

Hospitality – especially the unexpected 
kind – can also be demanding.  It can           
challenge our energy and resources.               
Perhaps the two beers the Greek                     
householder gave the travellers were the 
last in his house that day – yet he                      
produced them without hesitation. 

As I write this, we have just celebrated 
Refugee Week – and I am reminded of 
how the Greek islanders have been called 
upon to show hospitality over recent 
years.  When thousands of Syrian refugees 
were struggling to reach safety, many 

Greek islanders gave up work to go and 
help with the rescue operation.  ‘When 
people were drowning, would you go              
fishing?’ asked one man from Lesvos.              
He was later nominated, with others, for 
the Nobel Peace Prize. 

My other favourite emblem of                    
hospitality is the new inner door of Wray 
Parish Church.  In a recent renovation, the 
Church Council voted to replace the wood 
panels with glass – with stunning results.  
Now that the outer door is open every 
day, you can see straight into the church 
from the outside – and coming into church 
feels a little easier.  The change has –               
literally and metaphorically – removed a 
barrier between the church and the                
community.   

Hospitality is about removing barriers. 
It is about meeting needs, whether sudden 
or anticipated.  It is about making those 
who come into our homes and                         
communities feel welcome.  Sometimes we 
have control over the timing, sometimes 
not.  But – ‘Be not forgetful to entertain 
strangers:’ writes St Paul, thinking of his 
ancestor Abraham,  ‘for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares.’ 

Our Quaker Meeting at Calf Cop in 
Low Bentham would like to offer YOU 
hospitality.  We are always happy to                 
receive visitors at our Sunday meetings 
but, in addition, we are holding an Open 
Afternoon and Tea Party on Saturday 15th 
September from 2:30-5pm (see page 46).  
Come into our ‘home’ and be welcome. No 
charge, no obligation, no barriers! 
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Walks in August 
By Kate Rowe 

The wonderful hot, dry weather has meant 
a change for one of our walks from                   
Clougha Pike to Glasson Dock circular,            
due to the moors being closed because of 
the risk of fire (though as I type this rain           
is being mentioned, just in time for the 
school holidays!). Rain is desperately             
needed, especially for farmers., but I'm sure 
many of us have loved the long sunny            
days and enjoyed all walks being dry              
underfoot. All our walks start from Lairgill 
at 9.30am. 

The first, 10 miles in the Heart of                 
Bowland on Wednesday 8th starts from a 
parking area by the side of the Trough of 
Bowland road near Harden Farm. We then 
walk down the road over the cattle grid 
before taking footpaths across to Beatrix 
Farm and up onto Beatrix Fell on our way 
to Dunsop Head. After heading down to 
Whitendale Farm we go up the short steep 
climb over the col into the Brenand Valley, 
with a further climb up Ouster Rake before 
descending into the Trough of                 
Bowland via Trough House and Sykes 
Farm. From there we will walk by the river 
back to our cars. 

The changed walk starts from the car 

park by Glasson marina, on Sunday 19th. 
Leaving Glasson via Tithe Barn Hill and 
Dobbs Lane, we walk through fields and 
through farms to Thursland Hill. After 
dropping down to the coast near Bank End 
Farm, the coastal path takes us past                 
Cockersands Abbey ruins to Crook Farm 
from where fields return us to Glasson,            
7 miles. 

On the following Saturday, the 25th,            
we have Fox's Pulpit, a 7.5 mile walk              
starting near Beckfoot, with limited               
roadside parking. After walking up through 
fields to Firbank Fell Road, we follow                
it down beyond Fox's Pulpit. At New Field 
we turn left and walk down fields to                
Lincoln's Inn Bridge. After crossing over the 
Lune we turn left to follow the Dales               
Way as far as the Crook of Lune Bridge, 
after which it is only a short climb back up 
to the cars. 

Elslack, near Skipton, is our final walk           
of 7 miles on Thursday 30th. Starting from 
Church Lane we take a path on the                    
Roman road across fields and follow an           
old railway line past Yellinson House up                  
to Scarcliffe, past Lane Head and up to            
Park Lane. Joining a road down to                
Moor Lane we go round Elslack Reservoir, 
then pass Woodhouse Farm back to Elslack. 

Our first September walk is on Sunday 
2nd, 4-5 miles at Hest 
Bank. Watch out for             
details of the starting 
time. 

 

 

Photo by Peter              
Lennard of some of the 
group enjoying the 
view on their walk 
that included three 
Wainwrights         
including High Street. 
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News From Our Neighbours 
Settle Photographic Group 
By Gill Pinkerton 
 

Settle Photographic Group information 
Monday 20th August 7.30pm Townhead 
Court, Settle. Photoshop Evening –                 
Margaret and Rod Smith. Gallery: Light 
and Dark. 
Tuesday 21st August AM - visit –
Southerscales, near Chapel-le-Dale 
For information about our meetings and 
visits look on the spg website at 
www.settlephotos.org  
 

Settle Photographic Group Photo Trail 
and Exhibition 
Settle Photographic Group’s 10th Photo 
Trail and Annual Exhibition will be held in 
August. The images will be on display in 
Settle shops and businesses 1st - 20th              
August then transferred to Clapham               
Village Hall for the exhibition which is held 
over the Bank Holiday weekend, Saturday 
25th - Monday 27th August, 10am-5pm. 
Vote for your favourite picture. Free entry, 
refreshments are available.  

Formed in 2008, Settle Photographic 
Group now has well over 30 members from 
Settle and surrounding villages. Meetings 

are held monthly throughout the year at 
Townhead Court with additional meetings 
in winter. Our programme of activities            
includes talks, demonstrations and regular 
photographic challenges giving the                  
opportunity to discuss your work with             
other members. We also visit local places of 
interest to take photographs.  

Further information about the Group can 
be found on Facebook or on our website 
(www.settlephotos.org). New members and 
visitors are always welcome. 

 

Jazz in Hornby 
By Sam Ashton 
This year`s reunion has Chris leading on 
trumpet and flugel horn; Rob Steels, double 
bass; Jack Davies, drums with Andrzej 
Baranek, piano; and Ed Karnyek, sax. We`re 
promised "Foot tapping swing and jazz 
from this All Star Band"; I hope you are 
looking forward to this as much as the band 
tell me they are. 
Friday 10th August at the Hornby Village 
Institute, Main Street (A683) Hornby, LA2 
8JR. Doors and bar open at 7.30pm, music 
from 8pm; tickets £10, available on the 
door, or ring 015242 22227. Two more dates: 
Saturday 24th November, C.D.F.; an exception-
al trio led by the legendary pianist Frank Flynn. 

Useful North Craven Directory  
By Andy Ive 

A new directory has been produced by the Craven 
Communities Action Group. This document lists all 
the social clubs, events, venues, faith groups, care             
supporters, libraries and transport links in the North 
Craven area, centred around Ingleton, Burton and            
Bentham. Over 220 listings are included with names, 
contact details, meeting times, email addresses and 
websites where applicable. An index in the front cover 
lists all of the activity types and where they can be found. 

Thanks to a grant of £1,000 from the Communities Inspire Fund, 525 copies of this 40-
page document have been printed and issued to churches, libraries, community hubs and 
surgeries. If any local companies or organisations wish to sponsor more hardcopies to be 
printed with their logo, please contact me on 015242-61124. 

The aim of the Craven Communities Action Group is to allow and improve access to 
social clubs and events for everyone in the area, because together we are stronger. It is 
aimed at the vulnerable sections of society but can just as easily be used by everyone as a 
resource. Any updates to the register, once forwarded to the editor, will appear in this 
newsletter for you to update your copy. The online version is available and downloadable 
from the following website.  https://craven.compassehub.com/factsheet/view/4  
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Recycling more waste in Craven 
By Richard Wilson 

It has taken some time, but recently the council found a different recycling 
contractor who can handle a broader range of materials. By now, you 
should have seen a new sticker on the lid of your blue bin explaining all 
the items which can now be recycled and the few which cannot. Any blue 
bin which does not have a sticker should get one the next time it is left out 
for collection. 

The sticker makes it easy to see what has changed, but one of the headlines is that most 
plastic is now acceptable, so things like yogurt pots and ice-cream cartons needn’t go to 
landfill as they did before. The idea is to make it as easy as possible for you to help to             
reduce the amount of waste going to landfill and also to increase the proportion of               
material which is recycled, but it’s important to make sure the items are clean before you 
put them in your blue bin. 

And remember that, welcome as this progress is, it’s still better to try to avoid using 
plastic in the first place. Reduce, re-use and (last resort!) recycle. 

Inside this month’s magazine is a reprint of the sticker which you could post on your 
kitchen noticeboard as a reminder of everything that can now go into the blue bin.                
Bentham Environmentally Sustainable Town (BEST) has worked with           
District Cllr Ian Thompson to produce and distribute the leaflet, and is 
grateful to him for funding it through a Ward grant. 
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LOGS LOGS LOGS 

Kiln Dried Firewood 
Seasoned Logs, Bags or Loads 

Cash and Carry  
Pick up Point 

 

Bentham Road, Ingleton 
 

Call David on:  015242 41521 
Mobile: 07713055404 
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In Memory of Martin Leeming 
By Helen Cross 

Martin Leeming was a very keen Crown Green Bowler and member of Springfield                
Bowling Club. When he passed away last December, the Bentham Tuesday Club, of 
which Martin was a member, decided they would like to give the Bowling Club a trophy 
to be played for annually in memory of Martin. On Saturday June 16th Springfield               
members gathered at the club to compete for the trophy. Martin would have thought it 
wonderful that a cup had his name on it, and he would have wanted his name to be first 
on the list to play for it. The 
final part of the competition was 
a doubles match which was 
won by Andrew Cross and 
Clifford Fisher. The trophy was 
presented to them by Geoff 
Lawson and Elza Sayer of the 
Tuesday Club. The trophy will 
now be played for each year and 
Martin will be in everyone’s 
thoughts at Springfield Bowling 
Club when they do so. 
Photo shows l to r: Clifford Fisher, 
Andrew Cross, Helen Cross (President),                     
Geoff Lawson and Elza Sayer. 
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Age Concern In June 

By Olive Calverley 
AGM – Financial Pressures 
Age Concern held their AGM on 29th June when Jean Gathergood welcomed members 
and visitors. County Councillor David Ireton, District Councillor Linda Brockbank and 
Sue Bradley representing Settle Age UK were present. Reports were given by Liz Tonge 
(retiring Chairman), Janet Plummer (retiring Transport Coordinator) and Sue Pilkington 
(Secretary) and the financial report was distributed. Finances are very tight, and                  
members have agreed to pay a membership donation of £2 a week over and above the £5 
already given, to help balance the books. Liz Tonge spoke to our MP Julian Smith at his 
surgery on 22nd June asking him to enquire if grants could be found in future. David 
Ireton and Linda Brockbank also promised to help if possible. David Hodgson has            
retired from the committee and 2 new members are needed to bring numbers up to 12. 
Thanks were expressed to those who have retired and presentations were made to them. 
They and the committee, helpers and cook were also thanked for their sterling work          
during the year. George Sinclair was appointed as our new Transport Coordinator. Since 
the meeting, Stop Press (!), we have a new Chairperson, Sue Halsall. We look forward to 
working with Sue, and still desperately need a Treasurer. 
 

Activities in June 
We began the month with something a bit different, as Alison Jones brought her Shadow 
Puppet Theatre and displayed many of her black laminated silhouettes with                          
accompanying stories. Alison and Leo, who supplied the music, give many shows which 
are appreciated by young and old alike. On 5th June we had a trip to Boundary Mill. The 
scenery on the journey was beautiful in the sunshine and members were over-whelmed 
by the quantity of clothes for sale. A nice meal was enjoyed. On 8th June exercises with 
Sally left us breathless and very warm!! On 15th June Marjorie Sloan, one of our                   
members, shared her life story. She was born on 5th July 1927 and brought up by her 
grandma in Lancashire. Schooldays were happy and later she met and married Bob 
Sloan, enjoying 50 years of marriage and interesting travels together. After his death she 
returned to live in Bentham. On 22nd June a representative from the Fire Service spoke 
to us about the dangers of fire, and we were warned to be on guard and reminded that 
smoke alarms are fitted free of charge. On 24th June the Rotary Club arranged a very 
enjoyable journey to Skipton for 12 members, for lunch and afternoon entertainment. 
Two girls from Stonegate House in Low Bentham have visited us on 2 occasions and 
have been very friendly and helpful. We have raised £74.40 from voluntary contributions 
towards our minibus insurance. Many thanks to all for another month of fun and                  
friendship. 
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Bentham’s Riverside Is 
Camping Awards Finalist 
By Jane Ellison-Bates 

Owned and run by the Marshall family 
since 1969, Riverside Caravan Park is a 
finalist in Yorkshire’s premiere tourism 
contest, The White Rose Awards. 

Organised by Welcome to Yorkshire, The 
White Rose Awards celebrate all that is 
great about the Yorkshire tourism industry. 
To be selected as a finalist in the Holiday 
Park of the Year category is a mark of the 
hard work the Marshalls have put into the 
business, expanding and improving the 
facilities year on year. Riverside, which 
was originally a football pitch, now offers a 
cross section of holiday offerings from              
static holiday homes to touring caravan 
pitches, along with self-catering holiday 
cottages, luxury lodges and pods.   

Managing to keep their independence 
from the large campsite conglomerates, 
Riverside has retained the personal touch 
of a family owned and managed business. 
Jane Marshall believes it is this, along with 
the unique blend of on-site activities and 
their Yorkshire Dales location in The Three 
Peaks, which has won the hearts of many 
visitors. She says “We’re very excited to 
have been picked as a finalist in the White 
Rose Awards. Running Riverside is all            
consuming and it’s great that our efforts 
have been noted among our industry peers 
in Yorkshire.” 

Riverside has benefited from the 
"staycation boom", showing a healthy rise 
in visitor numbers, with some going on to 
buy a holiday home on the park, thereby 
making a long-term commitment to UK 
holidays. The success of the park has also 
had a knock-on effect for the many smaller 
family businesses in the area which benefit 
from the visitors' spending, including 
neighbouring pubs, restaurants, shops, 
markets and visitor attractions. The site has 
already gained a string of other accolades 
including a VisitEngland Gold Award and 
a TripAdvisor Certificate of Excellence.  

Riverside was also praised by celebrity 
botanist David Bellamy for its care of the 
natural world, and has been presented with 
his prestigious conservation award at its 
highest gold level. The accolade recognises 
the many initiatives taken at the park to 
safeguard wildlife and protect our natural 
environment, including planting many 
high nectar-bearing flowers. 

The White Rose Awards ceremony will 
be held on 12th November at the Harrogate 
Convention Centre. 

The Marshall Family 
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Plant Trees and Save the 
Planet 
By Timothy Fox 

Trees are host to many creatures, absorb 
carbon dioxide (CO2), help to hold back 
floodwater (when we get heavy rain),            
provide shade and food, and are beautiful 
to look at and walk under; so, to plant trees 
is a no-brainer. Yorkshire Dales Millennium 
Trust (YDMT) have schemes to plant trees 
in memory of loved ones, to mark special 
occasions, even to celebrate England’s 
sporting victories?! At the moment (well 
actually in the autumn and winter) YDMT 
are planting hundreds of mostly deciduous 
trees: hazel, rowan, oak, beech, hawthorn, 
etc, on the headwaters of the River Aire 
near Malham.  If you want to get in touch 
with YDMT to ask about their tree planting 
scheme, they are at Main Street, Clapham, 
LA2 8DP, or by phone 015242-51002, or 
email info@ydmt.org 

Bentham News is published by a voluntary editorial committee consisting of Shirley Brown, 
Kathleen Kelly, Ros Lloyd, Howard Matthew, Anne Preston, Jane Proctor, Richard Wallace, 
Pam Woof, and Denise Henshaw - co-ordinator, who can be contacted on 07770-801591 c/o 
Emma’s Hair and Beauty, 29 Main Street, Bentham LA2 7HQ. Emma Greenep works alongside 
Denise administering the advertising side of the paper and can be reached on 
ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk. Every effort is made to ensure that information contained in the 
paper is correct; however, Bentham News is an open access paper and views and opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the editorial committee. The committee reserves the 
right to edit contributions. We are willing to withhold names on request, but names, addresses 
and telephone numbers must accompany  all  items  for publication. Email to:-                             
info@thebenthamnews.co.uk or hand in to Emma’s Hair and Beauty in the Main Street or use 
our website www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 

Copy deadline is 12th August for the September edition. Please note we cannot                  
guarantee the inclusion of any articles after this date. We aim to acknowledge all emails, if you 
do not receive a reply to an email, contact us again, as it may not have been received. 
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Bubbilicious Fun! 

By Sheree Harrison 

A bunch of us local mums with our children decided to 
get together to raise money for St John’s Hospice, as some 
of us have had loved ones receive their amazing care at 
the end of their lives. It costs £13,000 a day to keep the 
hospice running; £9,000 of which they have to get through 
fundraising. 

So we all popped on our goggles and ran through            
multi-coloured bubble stations on the first ever St. John’s 
Hospice 5k ‘Bubble Run’ in Ryelands Park. We had an 
‘incredibubble’ time on an extremely hot and sunny Sunday, and we all had an amazing 
day. It was ‘bubbilicious’ FUN!!!  

After paying to enter and collecting the sponsorship money we hope to have raised £400. 

We would like to thank everyone who sponsored us. 

Photos show some of the fun and feature:  

Sheree, Lexi and Kai Harrison, Nicky and Florrie Wilkinson, 

Jemma and Ruby Kellett, Andrea, Matthew and Ella Jackson 

Deborah and Maddy Baines 
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What To 
Look 
For In           
August 

By Sue Halsall 

If, like me, you walk along the river              
regularly, you will notice the ducks that 
live there and may have seen the ducklings 
growing up. But this month you might 
wonder where the male mallards are – they 
are still there but they are now moulting 
and look completely different. All their 
wing feathers moult at once so for August 
and September they cannot fly and there-
fore lose their bright breeding plumage to 
become more camouflaged like the females. 
The male now has a yellow bill and a red-
dish tinge to his chest. By October, their 
new wing feathers will have grown and 
their bright colours will return. 

Shrews are very 
common but you 
are not likely to see 
one unless it is a 
dead body. They 
live for about 12 
months, are active 
day and night, do 
not hibernate and must eat 2 to 3 times 
their own body weight in food each day to 
survive and have a heart rate of over 800 
beats per minute. Unusually, during the 
winter, they shrink in size to conserve             
energy. During the breeding season, each 
female may have 2-4 litters, each with 5-7 
babies and they are very territorial. It is no 
wonder they do not live long and by                   
August, the adults die of exhaustion, so at 
this time of year you may find many               
corpses lying around but cats won’t touch 
them as they taste foul. 

In last month’s issue, I mentioned galls 
on plants. One you might see in August is 
on dog roses, caused by a tiny wasp which 
lays its eggs in a rose leaf bud. This causes 
strange red, wiry hairs to grow where the 
leaves should be and is called a Robin’s 

Pincushion. 
The insects 
will have 
come out 
by now so 
if you cut         
one open, 
you should 
see some 
empty nursery chambers. 

July to September is when harebells 
flower. They can live in all sorts                           
of places but            
cannot tolerate 
dampness, so 
they will do 
well this sum-
mer since we 
have had so 
little rain and                  
although they 
look delicate, 
they are very 
resilient. I saw 
these on the 
dry bank be-
tween the river 
and railway 
this morning. 
Harebells are 
the county flower of Yorkshire and are also 
called the Bluebell of Scotland, cuckoo’s 
shoe, witch bells and old man’s bell (old 
man being the devil). 

Picture of harebells by Sue Halsall 
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Memorial Ceremony 
By Diane Faraday 
Mabel Parr unveiled two plaques in Low 
Bentham Victoria Institute Community             
Garden in memory of Maggie Moss and            
Reg and Phyllis McKenna, who were village 
residents and friends of the village hall.            
The plaques are placed under the trees which 
were planted in memory of them.    
Left to right: Colin Kaye, Dave Lewis, Colin 
Buckley, Jane Buckley, Mabel Parr, Rowena 
Brayshaw, Val Sedgwick, Chris McKenna, David 
McKenna and Jennifer Thistlethwaite. 

SPOTLIGHT FEATURE 
May BN included a paid for 

advertorial feature.  
If you would like your business  

to appear in a future edition, 
please contact Emma at 

ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 



  47  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bentham News Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £18 local—£25 non local One eighth page colour £23 local—£30 non local 
One quarter page £35 local—£48 non local One quarter page colour £46 local—£56 non local 
One half page £80 local—£105 non local One half page colour £105 local—£125 non local 
Flyers  £150 commercial   Flyers £75 charity 
Pages 2 & 3 Spotlight Double Page Spread—advertising feature—£150          
People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   
 

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 
 

Send to ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk (or call 07770 801591) 
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Enter Bentham Agricultural Show! 
By Janet Greenwood 

Come to the 146th Bentham Agricultural Show, which will be held 
on Saturday 1st September in the Auction Mart, by kind                   
permission of the Mart directors. We would like to welcome               
Mr Paul Taylor as our president to this year’s show. 

    The schedules are now availa-
ble in many local shops, includ-
ing the Spar, Flowerfields and 
the Tourist Information, so 
please pick one up. There are classes for everyone, both 
adults and children, so why don’t you give one a go! 
Entries for all classes close on Monday 20th August. 

    The dog companion show, with novelty classes, will 
start at 12noon, with entries taken on the day. 

    There will be lots to see and do, including a children’s 
entertainer, vintage machinery and an array of trade 
stands and craft stalls. We 
hope to see you all there and 
bring the sunshine with you! 

The show needs your help! Could you join the committee or 
give some time on the show day? Please get in touch with the 
show secretary. 

Any queries please contact Janet Greenwood (Show                
Secretary) on 07530 798 221 or 
email 

benthamshow@hotmail.com 

Pictures at last year’s show by 
Peter  

Rollinson 

 

Find us on Facebook the bentham news find us on the web www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 


