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A Hobby has arrived at Corio Raptor, their 1,000th native bird of prey.   
 

See interview overleaf…..   Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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Marking 30 Years Of Caring For Injured  
And Mistreated Birds 
By Shirley Brown 

The love affair started the moment Nick set eyes on Anji at Pontins Holiday Camp in 
Blackpool in 1978: “That’s the woman I want to marry”. So, for sceptics who don’t believe 
in love at first sight, let me just say that they did marry in 1980, have had 3 children, and 
for the last 30 years have continued their love affair by jointly caring for and                            
rehabilitating raptors at ‘Corio Raptor’ in High Bentham. 

Nick can remember from the age of 9 taking in injured animals and caring for them in 
his dad’s garage. People would bring him rabbits, mice, frogs, even a young otter … 
knowing he would take good care of them before returning them to the wild. (The ‘Chris 
Packham’ of his town!?) School work was never his priority and he loved bird-watching 
from an early age. At age 16 he joined the navy and was there for 4 years. Since then he 
has done a variety of jobs, including 11 years as ‘Services Manager’ at Lancaster                     
University, RSPCA warden and Security Officer at Kendal College. Anji has worked in a 
number of jobs and describes herself as a ‘Jill Of All Trades’, but apart from wife,               
mother and co-owner of ‘Corio Raptor’, she is also a trained holistic therapist and a                 
talented writer.  

It is 30 years since ‘Corio Raptor’ Care and Rehabilitation Centre took in its first               
injured buzzard, returned it to health and released it back into the wild. In 1997 ‘Corio 
Raptor’ was registered as a charity, and in those early days it was mainly just word of 
mouth that brought birds to them. Since then things have changed tremendously with 
many organisations, such as RSPCA, RSPB, the police, wildlife liaison officers, vets and 
members of the public, using them for rescue work with birds of prey in general.                 
‘Corio Raptor’ is now one of the largest, independent, self-funded centres in the north-
west, and since the launch of their Facebook page, they now receive requests for advice 
from all over the world. 

As Nick and Anji showed me round their wonderful facility, I was genuinely wowed 
by the beautiful birds there and by the buildings that Nick has built for them;                             
dormitories, hospital areas, large airy cages, nesting and perching places. There are             
longer term residents, such as ‘George’ the Turkey Vulture (imported into the country 
illegally 15 years ago) and 30-year-old ‘Boo’ a Eurasian Eagle Owl. But mostly the                 

emphasis is on legally returning 
native birds of prey to the wild. 
These have now numbered 1,000 
since the arrival on Thursday 12th 
July 2018 of a Hobby, an extremely 
rare member of the Falcon                  
family that migrates to Africa every 
year.  See photo on front cover. 

   Hobbies have been documented               
catching a dragonfly on the wing 
and also, as they are so fast and 
agile, they have been seen hunting 
swifts and catching bats at dusk. 
This is only the second Hobby that 
they have ever taken in. He was 
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brought in by a member of the public after the recent disastrous moorland fires.                  
More often they have the full range of native raptors: Owls (Barn, Tawny, Short Ear, 
Long Ear and Little), Falcons (Peregrine, Kestrels, Merlins and Hobby), Common                 
Buzzard, Sparrowhawks and Red Kites (2 so far). All of these can be returned to the wild, 
except Barn Owls (long story…. ask Nick to explain!), and only stay in captivity for as 
long as it takes to recover from being hit by cars or being persecuted or abandoned. The 
goal from day one is to release the birds if they are strong enough to survive in the wild, 
if not there is a euthanasia policy when the services of an excellent vet are employed.  

If you are interested to find out more about the work of ‘Corio Raptor’ please look at 
their Facebook page, or ring 015242-63482 and talk to either Nick or Anji Henderson. 
They would always be pleased to show people around, but as they are self-funded with              

running costs of £10,000 a year, they 
would also be pleased to accept               
donations! Details on their webpage 
http://www.raptor.org.uk They take 
the birds to various shows in the area  
and also need fit, strong adult                
volunteers to help with these. This is 
an amazing and unusual facility that 
we have right in the heart of                 
Bentham, and I feel immensely proud 
of the work they do and privileged to 
have been so close to such                        
awe-inspiring creatures. All photos by 
Jon Brook of  Bentham Inaging 
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People Of Bentham 
To give a flavour of Bentham as it is now, Bentham News continues to 
interview and photograph a range of people who live in and love              
Bentham. This month we feature Thomas Wills. He is our youngest 
Town Councillor, and the youngest person we have featured in ‘People 
of Bentham’. Despite this, he has a wealth of experience to share. 

 

How long have you lived in Bentham and what brought you here? 
I have lived most of my early life in Bentham, although I was born in Lancaster.                 

I spent most of my early life travelling around the World.  This included backpacking 
through India, working in Australia, some of it with Aboriginal People, before returning 
to Bentham. 

 

Tell us something about yourself that people wouldn’t normally know. 
I was an extra in a Bollywood Movie called “Ra One”.  I was in Mumbai and the touts 

who worked for the Indian film industry were always on the look-out for Western                  
backpackers. I had to wear a skin tight jacket and skin tight pants and play the part of a 
photographer at an award ceremony which was part of the film. There was very little 
money in it but it was a great day out! 

 

If you could travel anywhere, where would you like to go? 
I’ve travelled a lot in India, but one area I always wanted to visit was in the North East 

where they have bridges made from living fig trees. Unfortunately I never got there, but I 
hope I will in future. 

 

What does a perfect day look like to you? 
A camp out in the woods with my partner and some friends, nice fire going, maybe a 

couple of musical instruments (if there is someone who can play them).  A few drinks. 
Wake up in the morning in the woods.  I love it! 

 

  If you could witness any event of the past, present or future, what would it 
be? 

I’d like to jump 300 years into the future, just to see what state we’d got ourselves into, 
or even if we were there at all!  It is the way people interact with each other that interests 
me.   What were ordinary people thinking?   History books usually mention main events 
but not always the attitudes of ordinary people. 

 

Are there world events that you remember particularly from when you were 
growing up? 

Yes 9/11.  I saw the TV Pictures of the burning towers. I was only twelve and I didn’t 
know what to make of it at the time, but it has stuck in my mind.   Locally the Foot and 
Mouth outbreak had a great effect.  I was at school and all the farming children smelt of 
disinfectant because they had to walk through the troughs when they left the farm.                
It also had a great effect socially, particularly on the children who were victimised by 
other children at school.  

 

Who has had the most influence on your life? 
My Dad. He is a very clever chap in my opinion.  He has helped me keep a level head 

for most of my life. He has good rules and philosophies on how to behave yourself whilst 
still having fun. Also a very good friend of mine is a lady I met in India called Carrie 
Humble, She has been a big inspiration to me on how to treat people. We would sit               
together and talk about everything.  I particularly remember her saying “you must 
choose something to stand for or otherwise you don’t stand for anything.” 
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What’s the worst job you’ve ever done? 
Most agricultural premises have storage tanks underneath their buildings.  Before this 

particular one had to be signed off, it had to be emptied of any water and dried.  Me and 
another chap had to go down to push the water to one end so that it could be bucketed 
out. It was dark, stinking and there were hundreds of dead rats floating around, and 
frogs which I have an irrational fear of. 

 

If you had an unlimited budget, what investment would you make in                     
Bentham? 

Something for the youth.  Bentham is an excellent place to live until you’re about 12.  
After that there is nothing.   I’d build a Centre Youth Hall, with projects they could be 
involved in. Making sure they were things they wanted, not what other people thought 
they should have. 

 

What’s your most treasured possession? 
I’m not really interested in personal possessions.  I have one exception though.  My 

mother had a model Teddy Bear sitting on a chair and I had a broken piece from it which 
I carried with me everywhere I went.  I have always kept it near me wherever I have 
been.  When I was in Goa I left it in the place I had been staying the night before.                   
It wasn’t until I got to the Airport that I realised, so I had to get the taxi to take me back.  
Luckily it was still there.  I couldn’t have left without it. 

 

Is there a book, film or live event that you have enjoyed recently? 
There are lots.  When I was younger my brother and I used to learn dialogue from 

films word for word.  I have read lots of books and seen lots of films, so I would find it 
hard to pick the best.  

Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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Harvest Festival - Henry Garlick Remembers 
By Howard Matthew ….. 

From John Garlick, Perth, Australia 

This month we are featuring another short item by Henry Garlick            
concerning life in Bentham in previous times. Henry emigrated to           
Australia, and these stories were collected by his son John. John               
attended High Bentham Primary School from 1953-1959 and some of you may remember him. 
 

Even though the mid-1930s was a time of economic difficulty, Bentham worthies always 
showed a keenness to keep traditions alive and lend support to local causes and religious 
institutions. This story centres on the beneficence of a well-respected local historian and 
keen horticulturalist who was well known in the village at the time. His lean-to ‘Glass 
Hothouse’ was gaining some very favourable press, by word of mouth, for the splendid 
bunches of black grapes which it produced despite all the caprices of the local climate.            
In the year in question, the well-established grapevine had really produced the goods 
and the best bunch took pride of place at St Margaret’s Harvest Festival by hanging from 
the pulpit for all to see. 

There were four Choral Services on the Harvest Festival Sunday and by Evensong the 
choirboys had managed to sample a few grapes as they passed in procession to the choir 
stalls, much to the dismay of the Vicar. Our horticulturalist also owned an orchard with 
apple, plum and pear trees amongst which free range hens would patrol in fine weather. 
Again, a bumper fruit crop was in the offing and the outcome had been so pleasing that 
our local worthy borrowed a blackboard from the Sunday School and, obviously hoping 
to deter any would-be school boys from stealing the fruit, he wrote on it in chalk: 

 “This fruit is reserved for the Harvest 
Festival” 

Imagine his disgust when the next day 
some lads had raided the orchard, leaving 
another message scrawled on the                   
blackboard:    “All is Safely Gathered In” 

Which just goes to 
show that lads from 
Craven have never 
ever missed a trick! 
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Bentham and District 
Pet Rescue is 21! 
By Sue Arnott 

Set up by Val Marshall in 1997 to help pets 
and people in North Craven, the work of 
the charity is as important now as it was 
then. 

To celebrate, past and present supporters 
gathered at Bentham Golf Club recently            
to enjoy afternoon tea.  Chairman Rob              
Bullock spoke about the hundreds of                
animals that have been cared for and found 
new homes in the last two decades.  He 
also recognised that volunteers have made 
a valuable contribution over the years and 
continue to raise much-needed funds to 
enable the charity’s work to continue.  

A presentation was made to founder and 
Honorary President, Val Marshall, pictured 
below with her husband, Peter, a former 
Treasurer of the organisation.  Also, the 
award for ‘Volunteer of the Year’ was                
presented to Louise Pauley (pictured with 
Rob Bullock, above).  This is a new trophy, 
made by Stonegate Glass of Ingleton, to 
commemorate dedicated volunteer Marion 
Casey of Settle, who died suddenly last 
year. 

Information about Bentham and District 
Pet Rescue and cats currently needing 
homes can be found on its website 
(www.benthampetrescue.org.uk). 

Photos by Sue Arnott 
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Bentham's Quaker Meeting 
House Open Afternoon On 
15th September  
By Trevor Blackwell 
As part of the national Heritage Open Days 
Weekend, Bentham's Quaker Meeting 
House will be open on Saturday September 
15th from 2.00pm till 4.30pm. We invite you 
come and visit this historic Meeting House 
and enjoy some homemade tea and cakes.  
See our advert on page 31. Bentham's Quaker 
Meeting House (or Calf Cop Friends                  
Meeting House, to give it its traditional 
name) is an eighteenth-century Grade 2 
listed building in Low Bentham. It is a small 
place of elegant simplicity, set in quietness 
high above the Burton Road with wonder-
ful views of Ingleborough, Whernside and 
the surrounding countryside. There will be 
a display which will include recent research 
on the part the Meeting House played in 
supporting the unusually large number of 
Conscientious Objectors from Bentham in 
the First World War, both those who                  
accepted alternative service with groups 
like the Friends Ambulance Service, and 
those who were imprisoned for absolutely               
refusing to support the War in any way.  

Besides looking round the Meeting 
House you can explore its ancient Quaker 
graveyard and its flourishing allotments. 
It's also possible to visit the stone further 
down the road which marks the place of the 
previous Meeting House, which was                 
discontinued in 1750. This replaced the 
barn, bought in 1686, which was Bentham's 
first Meeting House. The Meeting House is 
hidden away up a small track off the Burton 
Road, but it is clearly signposted "Friends 
Meeting House". Coming from Low               
Bentham it's about a mile past the Sundial 
pub, up the Burton Road, on the left.              
Coming from the Burton-in-Lonsdale             
direction it's about a quarter of a mile past 
Bentham Pottery, on the right. There's some 
parking next to the Meeting House, or you 
can park on the Burton Road and walk up 
the track. The postcode is LA2 7ET, and you 
can phone Charlotte on 63152 if you need 
any more details. 

We hope you can come. We'll be there to 
answer any questions you might have 
about the history of the Meeting House (or 
at least try!), and to provide you with tea 
and cakes throughout the afternoon. 
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Quakers Ride from Bentham to 10 Downing Street 
Our first photo shows the Quaker Riders for Equality gathered after lunch at Bentham 
Meeting House on July 23rd on their long journey to 10 Downing Street, the second 
shows them at Downing Street, tired but happy, on August 3rd. They were riding to             
protest against government cut-backs to the Welfare State, and to spell out the message 
that as a country we can still afford to care for one another. 
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Bentham Community 
Bonfire 2018 
By Bryan Jeffs, Tim Stannard, Emma Greenep 
and Liz Lister 

Bentham Community Bonfire and Firework 
display will this year take place on                 
Saturday 27th October in the Auction Mart 
– get the date in your diary now! 

The bonfire and firework display is a 
brilliant community event and we want to 
ensure that we can put on a show for all 
ages to enjoy. As this is a community event 
we need your help as without the support 
of volunteers or the funds to cover the                
running costs, the event won’t go ahead.  
We are therefore putting a call out for your 
help. 

Please get in touch if you would be              
interested in any of the following: 

Volunteering: On the night as a marshal 

 Running a stall: are you a local                   
business and would like to run a stall? 

 Becoming a sponsor: contact us for 
more information 

To help raise funds, red collection boxes 
are located in local shops and pubs and we 
welcome any spare change, as every single 
penny raised goes towards the event, both 
this year and in the future. 

Tickets will go on sale over the next few 
weeks and will be available to buy from a 
number of different businesses and shops – 
we would encourage you to buy your ticket 
in advance as it stops the queues and 
speeds up the process of getting everyone 
through the gate on the night. Tickets are 
priced at: £3.50 per adult and £1.50 per 
child 

Keep an eye out in next month’s edition 
for details of when to bring material (wood 
and garden waste) for this year’s bonfire 
build. 

For further updates, follow us on                  
Facebook ‘Bentham Bonfire’ or visit our 
website http://benthambonfire.org or to            
get in touch, please email: 
guy@benthambonfire.org 

Photo by Allan Hartley 
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Mandy’s  Blog - Courgettes 
It seems courgettes are plentiful this year!           
I have been offered many by people I know,           
so this month I thought I would try out a 
few recipes with courgette as the main                  
ingredient. 
 

Courgette Gratin 

2 tbsp olive oil 

800g courgettes, sliced into 5mm rounds 

few sprigs thyme 

few basil leaves 

100ml crème fraîche 

50ml milk 

1 tsp plain flour 

75g/2½oz gruyère or similar cheese, grated 

salt and freshly ground black pepper 
 

Preheat the oven to 200C/Fan 180C/Gas 6 

Put the olive oil in a large, lidded frying 
pan. Add the courgettes and herbs and            
season with salt and pepper. Great as a side 
dish or served with salad for a lighter             
option. Why not add a little diced smoked 
bacon too? Cover and cook gently for 10 
minutes, stirring every so often, until the 
courgettes have softened slightly but are 
still al dente. The oil should have taken on a 
deep, rich green colour from the courgettes. 

Transfer to an oven dish. Whisk the 
crème fraîche, milk and flour together in a 
bowl and season with salt. Pour this               
mixture over the courgettes – it will not be 
enough to completely cover the courgettes, 
but this is fine – it will bubble up when 
cooking. 

Sprinkle over the cheese. Bake in the 
oven for around 25 minutes, or until brown 
and bubbling. 
 

Carrot and Courgette Muffins 

1 free-range egg 

¼ courgette (about 20g), trimmed, grated 

¼ carrot (about 20g), peeled, grated 

1 heaped tbsp raisins 

2 tbsp milk 

1 tbsp sunflower oil 

75g plain flour 

15g light soft brown sugar 

1 tsp baking powder 
 

Preheat the oven to 220C/450F/Gas 7. Line a 
nine-hole mini-muffin tray with muffin 
cases. Beat the egg in a bowl, then stir in the 
grated courgette, grated carrot, raisins, milk 
and sunflower oil. 

In a separate bowl, mix together the 
flour, sugar and baking powder. Gradually 
stir the wet mixture into the dry mixture 
until sticky and well combined. 

Divide the cake mixture among the 
muffins cases in the muffin tray. Bake in the 
oven for 12–15 minutes, or until a skewer 
inserted into the centre of the muffins 
comes out clean. Remove each muffin from 
the tray and set aside to cool on a wire rack. 
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History of  a 
Farming Family 
By Peter Phillips 

Between March and July 2010 Bentham News              
published extracts from the diaries of Fred and 
William Heselton, local farmers.  In view of the 
interest shown, I have  now condensed the                 
diaries into a book, “History of a Farming               
Family”, which describes life on a farm in                 
Bentham from the end of the 19th century to the 
end of the Second World War. During this time 
the traditional ‘Hiring Fairs’ ended, the horse and 
cart gave way to the tractor and lorry, the             
wireless to the television, but there were no           
mobile phones or Facebook! It describes a harder 
but more personal lifestyle when people were 
self reliant but at the same time  more  gregarious 
than in modern times. This community spirit still 
flourishes in Bentham and makes it the happy 
place it is today. 

The book will be available from 1st September 
and can be purchased from Flowerfields, Richard 
Turner and the Auction Mart. Copies will also be 
available at the Bonfire Coffee Morning in the 
Town Hall on Saturday 1st September. 
Cover design by Charlotte Mouncey, published by 2QT publishers "www.2qt.co.uk” 
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September  

Garden 
By Joyce Knapp  

It's hard to believe we are al-
ready in September, when the 
gardening year begins to draw 
to a close as the days shorten 
and the temperature levels 
start to drop. It is at this time 
of year that we gardeners can 
look back on the previous 
year’s crops, some recently harvested and 
others, like damsons, still to be picked, and 
assess what worked and what didn't. For 
me personally, I have noticed an increase in 
certain crops such as carrots, beetroot,               
onions and lettuce and I think this can be 
put down to the regular watering we                  
carried out (on alternate days only) over the 
very dry spell. Along with this increase in 
weight of crops, some have produced better 
quality vegetables as there has been a 
marked reduction in the number of slugs 
and many insect pests that normally cause 
much damage to these plants. This is                
probably due to the very cold snap. Whilst I 
am aware that many commercially grown 
crops are struggling with the drought, I 
have noticed that most of these are grown 
where the landscape has been opened up to 
allow for the ever-increasing size of farm 
machinery used in harvesting. This, in turn, 
allows the ground to dry out very quickly 
as there are few trees and hedges to               
provide much needed shade. I noticed a 
scaled-down version of this in my                   
allotment, quite by accident. Having run 
out of growing space in the main vegetable 
beds, I converted a disused builder’s bag by 
filling it to six inches deep with a mixture of 
leaf-mould and soil and sowing some 
French bean seeds directly into it.  The only 
space left for this to sit was under a rather 
large hawthorn tree that self-seeded into 
the allotment some years ago, and which I 
then left to its own devices. The shade          
provided by the tree during the very hot 

days meant that the plants not 
only needed watering far less 
frequently than those in full 
sun, but also grew to roughly 
twice their height and                   
produced good, strong beans.   

     One other effect of the very 
hot, dry summer has been to 
cause some plants, such as 
those that produce the bright 
orange lanterns used                        
in Christmas decorations, to            
reduce their height,                     

although the lanterns are large and of good 
quality as there is little or no insect damage.  
Also any scented plants e.g. peppermint 
and lemon balm, seem to have a more              
concentrated aroma, perhaps as they have 
less water content in their leaves than             
usual.  This goes to show that even though 
this summer's weather has been quite               
challenging, there is always some good to 
be found. 

            PILATES WITH SALLY HORN 

Tel: 07977-633083 
 

      Methodist Hall 

      9.30-10.30am 
Term starts Wednesday 5th September     

       

7 weeks paid up front £35.50  

        or £7 per session  
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Tatham Fells 
By Mary Taylor  

Tatham Fells Women’s Institute 
members and visitors had Fun With Felting 
on Tuesday evening, 10th July, under the 
expert tuition of Rosie from Temptations in 
Bentham.  Rosie demonstrated dry felting by 
piercing the wool many times on a piece of 
foam, with a felting needle until it matted 
together into the desired shape. Everyone 
had a go and by the end of the evening had 
produced beautiful creations. 
Some wore the flower brooches 
that they had made, one member 
made a flower to go on a hat and 
another made a lovely butterfly. 
Rosie showed animals and birds 
made by felting, but these would have taken 
longer than the meeting time to make.  She 
was thanked by Bronwen Osborne. 

Winners of the competition for Garden 
Flowers in a Jam Jar were Kath Coates,               
Jenny Herd and Mary Taylor. 

During business President Margaret 
McIntosh informed members of future 
events, including the WI coffee morning             
to be held in Bentham on 21 July.                       
Mary Kidd had led the June walk, a most 
enjoyable evening around Westhouse.  Final                         
arrangements were made for the August 
Summer Outing, and the evening concluded 
with refreshments produced by Melanie 
Winstanley and Bronwen Osborne. 

Low Bentham   

Poppy Project 
By Sharon Haslam, 62018 

The poppy project will be 
‘yarn bombing’ a tree soon. This will involve 
covering a tree with hand-made poppies to 
remember those who fought and died in 
WW1. 

This is a list of people who had Low              
Bentham addresses when they died. If we 
have omitted anyone from this list, please let 
us know. 

Low Bentham WW1 War Dead 
John Adamthwaite, Stonegate   
James Bell, Main Street  

Maurice Bolton, Town Head  
Alexander Crayston, Willow Tree Farm  
Robert Carter, Oysterber Cottage  
David Percival Dixon, Main St  
John Dickinson, Albert Cottages  
Albert Lister, Station Road   
Stephen Lawson, Faccon Farm  
David Nelson, Highfield Terrace  
Isaac Rucastle, The Terrace  
Edward Ramskill, Highfield Terrace  
William Savage, Crow Trees Yard  
John Thornber, Victoria Cottages  
Joseph Townend, Crow Trees  
Francis Richard Townson, Dunkirk  
William Throup, Dunkirk  
Ernest Wilcock, Highfield Terrace  
 

Additional 
Robert Clark, Lairgill born L.B. 
Richard Wilson, gardener at The Ridding for 
R Garnett 
Arthur Dean Blackburn, 4 The Terrace  
John Emmott, Scarffs  
Richard Smith, Mere Gill  
Charles Bargh, Clifford Hall  
David Crossen, LB roll of honour (Navy), 
home unknown. 
shazhaz@hotmail.com 

 

COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 
MOB 07765 882579 
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 Teenage Book Review 
By Daisy Redfern 

Who Could That Be At This 
Hour? 
By Lemony Snicket 
In 1999 Lemony Snicket released the first 
book in the Series of Unfortunate Events 
collection. This series of 13 has made a               
powerful impact on teenage-adult fiction, 
with several television adaptations                       
following it. In October 2012 Snicket made 
an unprecedented comeback with a new 
series, ‘All the Wrong Questions’. 

The first book in this series was                        
‘Who Could That Be at This Hour?’.                   
In it Snicket is a teenage detective on a 
search for answers – but as we learn with 
him, finding the right answers is a challenge 
when you ask the wrong questions.                   
The young tec is swept into problems and 
out of solutions, with an unprofessional 
chaperone who believes that ‘children’ have 
no authority. Stain’d-By-the-Sea is                     
the run-down town that we are led                 
into with him, where the business is as               
slow as the people and the crime is                      
bountiful.  

With Snicket’s ingenious writing we are 
forever suspicious, and at every new face 
we are considering their alibis and asking 
our own questions. It’s unquestionably 
worth a read or two, and stands as one of 
my favourite books.  

There are certainly some links to the first 
series, so I recommend reading the            
Series of Unfortunate Events set first.                 
I’d say that ‘All the Wrong Questions’ is 
targeted at a younger audience, being less 
hard-hitting than the first series and                   
far more perspicuous – a word which here 
means comprehensible.  

I recommend it to anyone wanting to 
read an intriguing and less famous book; 
and I can guarantee that you will want to 
finish the series. 
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                                                                                                                                     Starting 8th October 2018 
 

BENTHAM SURGERY 

There will be two Saturday morning clinics between 9am and 12noon 

on 27th October and 17th November.  No appointment necessary,  

just turn up and check in at reception. There will also be evening clinics 

at Bentham in October. Ask reception for details.  By appointment only. 
 

INGLETON SURGERY 

Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8th October for 4 weeks.  10.00am to 12.00  

No appointment necessary.  Just turn up and check in at reception. 
 

Following instructions from NHS England we will be offering two types of flu  

vaccination this year. This is the first time that we have had to do this and it is out of our control. 

It is advised that everyone over the age of 65years has the ajuvant trivalent flu vaccination 

AND 
anyone under 65years old and suffers from any of the following conditions will receive the  

quadrivalent vaccine:- Heart Disease, Diabetes, COPD, Chronic Kidney Disease, Asthma (on daily 

treatment), Chronic liver Disease, Obesity; plus pregnant women, at risk children and all children 

born between 1/9/2014 and 31/8/2016 
 

If you are unsure whether you are entitled to have a flu vaccination please phone the surgery 

on 015242 61202.  If you miss your vaccination please inform reception.  

You can have your vaccination any time over the winter period but the sooner the better. 

http://www.clipartpanda.com/clipart_images/royalty-free-rf-clip-art-9508726
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Bentham Litter Campaign 
By Anne Wilson 

Bentham Action on Plastic is organising a scheme to keep the roads, lanes and 
footpaths in Bentham litter-free.  As well as being an eyesore, discarded litter 
can eventually find its way into watercourses and from there into the sea, 
where it is harmful to wildlife.  Small pieces of plastic are mistakenly eaten by birds and 
fed to their young, and plastic bags, netting and rings from drinks cans can all cause               
injury or suffocation to birds and small mammals. 

The major roads such as the one over Clapham Moor are tackled regularly by Bloomin’ 
Bentham volunteers, who do a fantastic job and have collected hundreds of sacks of                
rubbish over the years. But they can’t cover everywhere! 

We know that there are several people who regularly pick up litter on their patch,            
either around their homes or on a walk to the shops, or on the footpaths where they walk 
their dogs. We would like to co-ordinate this action so that we can make sure all the 
roads, bridleways and paths within the parish are                     
covered. This would ensure that we have a town we can 
all be proud of, and it would be good to know that, as you 
tidy up your stretch, someone else will be doing the same 
farther along the road. 

If you are able to adopt a road or path, however short, 
we would love to hear from you. Please contact Sue             
Arnott on 64924 or email arnott.sue@googlemail.com 

 
All joinery work  

Undertaken 
 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 
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Lest We Forget - Edwin Clapham 
Words by Allan Hartley 

Research by Marilyn Hartley      

Edwin1 was born in Kirkby Malham in 1899, the 
third son of Richard2 and Betsy3  Clapham, née 
Wallbank. The family lived at Staggarth Farm, Bentham, where 
they remained until after the war. 

     Sadly we don’t know much about Edwin’s early life, where 
he was educated or what he did for a living prior to the war, 
but he was noted as being a keen sportsman and church                 
chorister. 

     Like other Benthamers, Edwin probably enlisted when at the 
age of 18 he received his call-up papers, making the journey to 
Lancaster in June 1917 to enlist with the King’s Own Royal           
Lancaster Regiment, thereafter being immediately transferred 
to the Lancashire Fusiliers 18th Service Battalion as Private 
63896, where he excelled as a sportsman, winning the 
‘Champions Sports Gold Medal’.  

     Thereafter his service record goes cold until October 1918 when he was sent to              
Belgium to take part in the latter stages of the war as the German Army, in full             
retreat, was fighting for its very survival. By mid-October the Lancashire Fusiliers, with 
Edwin, were engaged in the final advance across Flanders, taking part in action at 
Tieghem, a small town east of Ypres, on 31st October when Edwin took a bullet to the 
head and was killed instantly. Edwin had been at the Front less than a month.  

And so another fine young man became a victim to the mud and bullets of Flanders 
Fields. Edwin is buried at Vichte Military Cemetery4 in West Flanders.   

Edwin is commemorated on the war memorial plaque on Station Road and the               
memorial plaque at the Methodist Church, High Bentham. 

Edwin was the 51st Bentham man to be killed. He was 20. 
 

Notes:-  

1. Edwin is noted as being the youngest son. Sadly we don’t know the names of the other two 
sons who also served in the war. Both appear to have survived the war. The elder brother was a 
prisoner of war. 

2. Richard was Bentham born, being a farmer by profession, farming Staggarth Farm for almost 
20 years. He died on 9 June 1926, though we don’t know his age.  

3. Betsy Clapham was from High Grain, Lawkland. 

4. Vichte Military Cemetery is located in the small town of the same name and has 236 burials, 
60 of them unknown. 

Lest We Forget - Alexander Crayston (Sadly no photo)  

Words By Allan Hartley        
Research By Marilyn Hartley  
Alexander1 was born at Goose Green in Wigan in 1893, the second of three sons of Alex-
ander2 and Mary Crayston3, née Brockbank. At the time of the 1901 census, Alexander 
was 8. The family home was listed as Seal [Seat] Hall, Low Bentham. By the 1911 census, 
Alexander had moved out of the family home at Willow Tree Farm, Mewith, to Ellel, 
Lancashire, working as a farm labourer for Mary Gardner, a widow. 
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Sadly we don’t know much about Alexander’s early life, where he went to school and 
what have you, other than he was a farm labourer. 

When the war came, Alexander, like other Benthamers, probably enlisted when he             
received his call-up papers, enlisting in 1916 with the Royal Field Artillery4 43rd Division 
as Gunner 204558. 

Thereafter the trail goes cold and we have no knowledge of Alexander’s service record 
through 1916 and most of 1917. Alex eventually surfaces when he is on home leave in 
Bentham in September, before being posted to India5 as part of the Mesopotamia/India 
Garrison. Thereafter the trail again goes cold again until we learn that during his                   
deployment in India at Jullundut, he became ill around July 1918, and a few months later, 
in October, he died of pneumonia. 

Alexander is commemorated at Kirklee 1914-18 Memorial6, although he is buried near 
where he served at Hoshiarpur [Christ Church] Cemetery, India7. Although he died in 
October, his recorded death is given as 3rd November 1918. He was 26. 

Alexander is commemorated on the war memorial plaque on Station Road and the 
memorial plaque at St John the Baptist Church, Low Bentham.   

Alexander was the 52nd Bentham man to be killed. He was 26. 
 

Notes:- 

1. Alexander is noted as being the second son; the youngest son was called George. The eldest 
son, John, served in the war and as far as we know survived.  

2. Alexander senior was born in Silverdale. We guess that he was a farmer, since the home was 
at Willow Tree Farm.  

3. Mary was from Kendal. Sadly she died aged 52 after a long illness. Her youngest son, George, 
died the day before aged 15. Such an ordeal for Alexander senior to deal with, with both sons at 
war. 

4. The 43rd RFA were deployed in India from late 1914. We don’t know why. It is likely that 
Alexander was part of this Division. 

5. Being posted to India must have been very exciting for a young man in those days, who would 
not have travelled much further than a neighbouring town. The journey sailing through the Medi-
terranean, Suez Canal and across the Indian Ocean, however exciting, was fraught with danger 
from German warships and U-Boats. 

6. Kirklee 1914-18 Memorial, also known as Khadki, is located on the plateau above Mumbai/
Bombay on the Mula River. It is dedicated to the 1800 servicemen and women who died in WWI. 
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Snow White Comes To  
Bentham! 
By Fraggle 

Bentham Theatre Group is excited to                 
announce that next year’s pantomime will 
be Snow White & The Dwarf Crew, Town 
Hall, 27th February-2nd March 2019. 

It might seem a long way off now but 
there are plenty of opportunities to get                  
involved, both on stage (auditions in                
November) with lots of parts for actors, 
singers, dancers and musicians, and for 
backstage crew too.  Help create props at 
The Looking Well with lovely Nikki.  All 
ages are welcome. Come along and help 

create another wonderful entertainment for 
the Bentham area to enjoy. 

You could sponsor us, display a poster, a 
flyer or just spread the news by word of 
mouth.  Just let people know it’s happen-
ing! 

Check out our Facebook page: Bentham 
Theatre Group.  Keep an eye out in Ben-
tham News for a couple of competitions. 

Come and join us - we can use your skill, 
however humble!   

Email: fragglecat@outlook.com.  

 

TAYLORS 
 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 
High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  
9.00am—5.00pm 
Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 
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People’s Page 
 

Charity Thanks 
 

Bentham Ingleton and Burton Mencap 
group would like to thank helpers and 
supporters of their coffee morning on 
the May Bank holiday, which raised 
£470. A new venture of ours is a 'Family                 
Support Evening' on Monday 8th October 
at Bentham Methodist Church at 7pm - 
open to anyone with an interest in               
learning disability. Look out for more 
details and posters next month. 

 

Personal Thanks 
Don and Connie Tooby would like to thank 
the Friends of Bentham Line and Pioneer 
Projects for giving us such a wonderful day 
out to Morecambe, much appreciated. 
Connie Tooby, Ingleton 
 

Notices 
Firefighters’ Charity Car Wash Saturday 
15th September at Bentham Fire Station 
9am-12 midday. 
 

Christian Aid Concert 7pm 28th September  
The concert will be held in Bentham              
Methodist Church in Station Road, High 
Bentham, and will include Bentham Praise, 
directed by Judith Harrison; Churches         
Together music group led by Judith                 
Johnson, Roland Fudge (violin) with Peter 
Rollinson (cello), Solomon Russell 
(trumpet), Anthony Smith (organ);                   
Bentham Recorder Group, led by Peter               
Rollinson.  The music will be interspersed 
with poems, plus the odd (very odd) song 
or two by local songsters.  All welcome.  
Admission free.  There will be a bucket for 
donations to Christian Aid – and gift aid 
envelopes. Tea and cakes follow the                
concert.  
 

For Sale    
Worktop 9’2” by 20”/ 2.8 by 0.53 metres. 
Ring Dorothy 015242 61430 / 07594 272842. 
 

 
Tandem. Dawes Horizon Twin. Good                
condition with nearly new Marathon             
puncture resistant tyres. £150 ono.  
Phone 015242 21946.  
 
 

BN is distributed by volunteers free of 
charge to all residents and businesses 
in Low and High Bentham. BN can 
also be found in village stores in                 
Clapham,  Burt on -in-Lonsdale,               
Ingleton and Wray, and various other 
shops and outlets. On the front cover 
of each BN we mention ‘50p                     
DONATION APPRECIATED’. This is just 
a guide for those wishing to contribute 
towards our costs, and is indeed much 
appreciated, but by no means                  
compulsory. 

Don’t forget the BN deadline  
date is 12th September for the  

October edition 
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Road Safety Around St 
John’s Church Low Bentham 
By Maggie Bruno 
Secretary, Bentham Parish Church PCC 
The Parish Church Council have been               
concerned  for some time about the safety of 
pedestrians on the B6480 at St John’s 
Church, especially as we have elderly            
members of the congregation and children 
crossing from the car park on one side of the 
road to the Church.  

In a car, due to the bend in the road, it is 
difficult to see the Church as you drive over 
the bridge from the Punch Bowl Pub, and 
once through the narrow gap and over the 
bridge, cars do speed up as they are leaving 
the village. Also, as cars approach from the 
Wennington direction, it is not easy to see 
the car park entrance or pedestrians due to 
roadside hedges and foliage. 

For pedestrians, when cars are parked in 
the car park, visibility is further restricted 
especially towards Low Bentham, and,            
before crossing, we usually have to rely on 
hearing approaching cars rather than seeing 
them. This is particularly difficult for those 
who are hard of hearing and may also be 
slow in crossing the road. 

Recently there have been 2 nasty                 
accidents where cars have hit the church 
wall, and other incidents where there have 
been ‘near misses’. Fortunately there have 
been no fatalities yet, but we cannot be             
complacent. 

The Parish Church Council is working 
hard with North Yorkshire Highways and 
the Council to put in place remedies to make 
this stretch of the road safer for all, but 
things take time. 

Most local people are careful drivers, but 
this is a plea from the Parish Church               
Council, to please drive extra carefully on 
this stretch of road outside St John’s Church 
and Cedar House School at all times, and to 
please                  
be                         
particularly 
vigilant                
on                
Sunday             
mornings. 

Good News Story at Bentham 
Community Youth Cafe!  
By Rev Anne Russell, Team Rector, Fr Frank 
Smith, Tessa Tyndale, Claire Pearson, Lydia 
Bennett, Rev Tim Madeley from the                   
Management Committee  

Over the past year we have seen an                  
increase in numbers and kids have had a 
great time with BBQs, stress balls, slime, 
games, making food including healthy            
eating fruit and pizzas.  

The Management Committee have also 
consulted with the community and with 
children and people said they wanted us to 
do more for a wider age of children. Thanks 
to everyone who gave their views,                      
including the Town Council. The feasibility 
study was written, agreed and welcomed by 
the Town Council. The community asked us 
to expand the activities and have more for 
families and children of all ages. Already a 
new after-school group has started for 
younger children and parents - and this will 
start in September again. If we have enough 
volunteers we’ll have a special evening for 
older kids and a morning drop-in for              
families. We’ll be talking to the Town             
Council again at their next meeting and 
have been glad of their  support in the past.  

New paid worker is needed... 

We’ve done really well the past two 
years, especially with Lisa and Laura’s           
skilful help as our youth workers, but as 
they’ve stepped down we are now looking 
for a Youth/Families Worker to start in the 
autumn. Please contact Anne if you are            
interested (07528 572072) or see our                 
Facebook page.  

AGM date - Volunteers are always                 
welcome so just get involved. Our AGM is 
5.30pm on 25th September at the Youth 
Cafe. We want to change the name to             
reflect better what we’ll be doing. We are all 
volunteers (including mums, dads,                   
teachers, retired locals, church ministers etc) 
and are committed to the kids and          
families of Bentham - support and join us!  
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Bentham Film 
Group 
By Stella Hall 

 On Friday 7th September  
Bentham Film Group will be 
showing the film 'Darkest 
Hour' (Cert PG ) in Bentham Town Hall. 

This is a multi award-winning 2017           
British war drama, with Gary Oldman as 
Winston Churchill, in director Joe Wright's 
retelling of the events of 1940. Within days 
of becoming Prime Minister, Churchill 
must face one of his most turbulent and 
defining trials: exploring a negotiated peace 
treaty with Nazi Germany, or standing firm 
to fight for the ideals, liberty and freedom 
of a nation. 

This compelling film also stars Kristin 
Scott Thomas as Clementine Churchill and 
Ronald Pickup as Neville Chamberlain. 

As usual, the film starts at 8pm and              
tickets cost £5 on the door. 

 There will be a raffle and refreshments 
in the interval. 

We look forward to seeing you! 
  

Low  
Bentham  
Badminton 
Club 
By Julie Bridgeman 
We welcome players 

of all ages, abilities and experience.  

Venue: Cedar House School, Low Bentham 

When: Tuesdays 6:15pm – 7:45pm 

Start: 4th September  

Please come and join us if you fancy 
playing socially. 

Please ring Julie on 015242 62276 for           
further information if needed. 

Don’t forget the BN deadline date is 12th 
September for the October edition 
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Events September 
Town Hall Codes: TB Ballroom LH Lower 
Hall WR Wenningdale Room  Others:  
PP Pioneer Projects LW Looking Well  

 

Sat 1st Town Hall, 10am-12noon, 
 Community Bonfire & Fireworks 
 Coffee Morning TB. . 
 Bentham Show, Auction Mart, 
 Midday 
Sun 2nd Methodist Church, 10.30am, 
 Welcome service for Rev Stephen and 
 Christine Caddy.  
 Footpath, Hest Bank Circular, 4/5 
 miles,  Lairgill 2..30pm, Dorothy 
 Stubbs, 61430.  See page 31. 
Mon 3rd PP, Health Walks for Women, 
 9.20am Lairgill Car Park. 13th & 20th. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Office Open. And every Mon. Not 
 bank holidays. 
 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Mon. Not bank hols. 
 4-6pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance. And every Mon in term time. 
 6.15-7.45pm, Tai Chi. And every 
 Mon in term time. 
 Town Hall, 7.30pm, Council 
 Meeting.  LH.  
Tues 4th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Craft 
 Club. And 11th, 18th & 25th. WR. 
 6.30-9pm, Slimming World. And 
 11th, 18th & 25th. LH. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Office 
 Open. And every Tues. 
 10am-12noon, Table top games. All 
 Welcome £1. 
 3.45-9pm, Helen Howard School of  
 Dance.  And every Tues term time. 
 PP, Looking Well, 10.30am,  Looking 
 Well Tuesday Café and craft 
 activities. Community Lunch at 1pm 
 with Soup. And 11th, 18th & 25th. 
 11.30-1pm, Creative Writing Group 
 in the library. And 11th, 18th & 25th. 
Wed 5th Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon. 
 Post Office Services. And every Wed. 
 11.30am-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Wed. 
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance. And every Wed. in term time. 
 PP, Looking Well, 10-12am, Sing 
 Along. Tel 62672 for details. And 
 12th, 19th & 26th. 
  2-4pm, Art for All Art Group. And 
 12th, 19th, & 26th. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11.30am,  
 Coffee Morning. Donations to local 

 Charities. And every Wednesday 
 Town Hall, 10-11.30am, Stepping 
 Stones. TB. And 12th, 19th & 26th. 
Thurs 6th Town Hall, 9.30-10.30am, Pilates, 
 LH. And  13th, 20th & 27th. 
 7-10pm, High  Bentham WI. LH. 
 Methodist Church, 2-4pm
 Welcome-In. Dominoes and tea for 
 all ages, for transport contact 
 Anthony on 63156.  And 20th. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Bat ’N’ 
 Chat. And every Thurs.  
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of  
 Dance.  And every Thurs. term time 
Fri 7th Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Post 
 Office Services. And every Fri. 
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. ‘Townson Tours’ 
 PP, Looking Well, 10.30am-1pm, 
 Art Skills Development for details  
 tel 62672. And 14th, 21st & 28th. 
 Town Hall,  Film Group,  8pm, TB. 
 See page 23. 
Sat 8th Vic Inst., 10am-12noon, Book Swap. 
 And every 2nd Sat.  
 Town Hall, 10am-12noon,   
 Youth Café Coffee Morning. TB. 
 Sun 9th  
Sun 9th Methodist Church, 10.30am, All age 
 worship with Liz Whitfield. 
Tues 11th Town Hall, 9-11.45am, Dance. 
 And 18th & 25th. 
 Methodist Church, 2.15pm, Bright  
 Hour with Nigel Wilson (World  
 Mission) 
 Sports pavilion, Wenning Avenue, 
 7.30pm, Bentham Playing Fields 
 Assoc., Extraordinary General 
 Meeting. 
Wed 12th Town Hall, 7-8pm, Clubbercise.  
 And 19th & 26th. TB.  

 

 BN DEADLINE 
 

Thurs 13th Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm, 
 Knit and Natter.  Knitting group for 
 any ability, help available. And 
 27th. 
 Dance Scottish at Settle, St John’s 
 parish room, 7.30pm. Beginners  
 welcome, no partner needed. Contact 
 61672. And every Thurs. 
Fri 14th  Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Exercise with Sally. 
Sat 15th Bentham Fire Station, 9am-12 
 midday, Charity car wash.   
 Town Hall, 10am-12noon,   
 Sunbeams Coffee Morning. TB. 
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 Footpath, Muker to Keld Circular, 6 
 miles, Kate Rowe, 51402. See page 31 
 Quaker Meeting House, 2-4.30pm, 
 Open Day. See pages 8 & 31. 
Wed 19th Footpath Gisburn Forest, 6 miles, 
 June Hewitt & Cherith Metcalfe, 
 61742. See page 31. 
 Dance Scottish at Ingleton 
 Community Centre, 7.30pm. 
 Beginners welcome, no partner 
 needed. Contact 61672. And every 
 Wed. 
Thurs 20th Bentham Primary School, 7pm, 
 Low Bentham WI. 
Fri 21st Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Musical Quiz— 
 Peter Marshall. 
 Town Hall, 7.30-10.30pm, LASRUG 
 AGM. LH. 
Sat 22nd Town Hall, 10am-12noon,  
 Bowling Club Coffee Morning. TB. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 7pm, 
 Harvest Supper with Clive and Rev. 
 Dr Marcie Potts. Contact Linda  
 Ellershaw 61523. 
Sun 23rd Methodist Church, 10.30am & 
 6.30pm. Harvest Thanksgiving 
 services. Preacher Rev Dr Marcie 
 Potts. 
Thurs 27th Footpath, Bentham/Burton 
 Circular, 7 miles, Alan Parker, 61443. 
 See page 31. 
Fri 28th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age
 Concern. ‘Stories from Hospital’ - 
 Anne Beck and Anne Millar 
 Methodist Church, 7pm, Christian 
 Aid Concert. See page 21. 

 

BN IS PUBLISHED 
 

Sat 29th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, 
 Conservative coffee morning. TB. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, 
 Macmillan Coffee Morning.   
 See advert page 16. 

 

REDHEADS COAL  
AND GAS 

 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 
All sizes of Bottled Gas delivered 

 

Kindling, Logs, Wood pellets, Prepacked fuel 
Compost and Gro-Bags 

 

We won’t be beaten on Price,  
Quality and Service 

 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

Tel: 015242 41626 



26  

 

Police News 
Hello again from PC 830 Babs Parsons, your Neighbourhood Officer 
covering the Bentham and Ingleton area. This is my latest report to 
keep you updated on recent crimes and incidents in Bentham and the 
surrounding area. Unfortunately it has been a busy month. 
 

Recent Crimes in Bentham: 8th July - a report of domestic                
stalking/harassment in High Bentham. An adult male is under 
investigation. Between 6th and 9th July - a metal shed/warehouse in fields near Robin Lane 
was broken into. A hole was prised into the wall with a crowbar which was left at the scene. 
Nothing was stolen from within and the offender(s) may not have entered the building               
possibly being scared off by the alarm sounding. At 1am on 15th July we received a report of 
a domestic assault in High Bentham. This was under investigation but the female now wishes 
to retract her statement. At 6.20pm on 16th July  - a report of a female youth being assaulted 
by 3 other female youths in Low Bentham. As part of the same incident a utility room was 
damaged with paint thrown about and a washing machine and cupboard unit damaged.              
3 female youths were arrested and are under investigation. On 25th July an adult male was 
assaulted by 3 female youths in Low Bentham. No formal complaint. At 2.36am on 27th              
July three males with a crowbar attempted to break into a pub on Main Street, High Bentham. 
Damage was caused to the wall. The same 3 males were also seen at 2.45am the same morning 
outside a shop on Main Street, High Bentham. They were outside for several minutes shining 
a torch at the shutters and access points. Overnight on 30th-31st July a works vehicle parked 
on a driveway on Lakeber Drive, High Bentham was broken into and approximately £1,500 
worth of tools stolen from within including Dewalt battery drills, power plainer, multi-tool 
and drill. At 6pm on 31st July - ARSON - tent and contents belonging to a homeless couple 
sleeping rough in fields near Station Road, High Bentham was set alight and burnt to ashes. 
On 3rd August a report of stalking/harassment. An adult female has been arrested and is          
under investigation. At 11pm on 4th August - a report that a waiter in a High Bentham              
restaurant had been punched in the face by a drunk female over a dispute about payment for 
a meal. A crime has also been recorded for a counter allegation where the female also reported 
that she was assaulted when she was ejected from the premises. Neither party wished to make 
a formal complaint.  
 

And Elsewhere in the Area: On the afternoon of 11th July there were 2 reports that a male 
had entered unlocked residential properties on Burnmoor Crescent, Ingleton. Both times the 
suspect was found in the lounge and stated that he had a parcel for delivery to a neighbour 
before making off. Nothing reported stolen. On 18th July we received a report that 16 texel 
cross gimmer shearlings had been stolen from a field near Burton-in-Lonsdale. At 2.29am on 
20th July after a report of an alarm sounding at a café on the A65 at Newby the premises was 
found broken into. The offender(s) had smashed a large glass door at the front of the building, 
entered the porch and ripped the alarm panel from the wall. They made off without gaining 
further entry into the building or taking anything. At 2.21am on 23rd July a police officer saw 
2 quad bikes being driven southbound on the A65 at Hellifield. The vehicles failed to stop for 
the officer and were pursued. Eventually a stinger was deployed and the quads were                
abandoned and recovered. 1 male was arrested and is under investigation. Both quads had 
been stolen from farms in Horton-in-Ribblesdale. Overnight on 25th to 26th July a farm shop/
nursery and workshop on the A65 at Clapham was broken into. Entry was gained by                
smashing a large hole in a breeze block wall. A safe containing approximately £2,000 and 
power tools were stolen. Overnight on 27th to 28th July there was a break-in at an outdoor 
clothing shop on Ingleton High Street. A 1st floor window was forced open and                               
approximately £3,000 worth of Rab clothing was stolen from within. 
 

Road Traffic Appeals: 
Road traffic Collision at 4.15pm on 13th July -We are appealing for information and dash-
cam footage after a man died following a collision on the A65 between Clapham and Ingleton. 
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Learn to Drive with  

Sally Moore 
 

Your local, friendly  

Instructor 
 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 

Contact Information: 
 

1 Ring 999 in an emergency or to report a crime in progress 
2 Ring 101 to report incidents or provide information 
3 Ring Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111 to remain anonymous 
4 E-mail barbara.parsons@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 
5 E-mail SNACraven@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk   

A white, flatbed truck, which was converted into a home-made campervan, was travelling 
towards Ingleton and collided with a Peugeot car travelling in the opposite direction. Sadly 
the passenger in the Peugeot, a 28-year-old man from Wigan was pronounced dead at the 
scene. The driver of the Peugeot, a 21-year-old woman, also from Wigan, was taken to               
hospital but later discharged. The driver of the campervan conversion, a 28-year-old man 
from the Halifax area was arrested at the scene of the crash on suspicion of causing death by 
dangerous driving and driving while unfit through drink/drugs. Three other men who were 
travelling in the campervan conversion sustained minor injuries. A third vehicle, a white, 
decommissioned ambulance, believed to be in convoy with the campervan, left the scene of 
the incident. Officers followed the vehicle and pursued it in the direction of Skipton before it 
collided with the barrier of a level crossing near Kildwick and came to rest on the train tracks. 
The driver and sole occupant of the decommissioned ambulance, a 41-year-old man from 
Halifax, ran from the vehicle but was found a short time later with the assistance of air                
support from the National Police Air Service. He was arrested and taken into custody. The 
train line was closed following the incident until the vehicle was recovered. We are appealing 
to anyone with any dash-cam footage or who saw either the converted campervan or the             
decommissioned ambulance travelling along the A65 prior to the crash and to anyone who 
witnessed the crash, to make contact if they have not already done so. The A65 was closed 
until 8.30am the following day. 
 

At 2.56pm on 21st July - Road Traffic Collision - We are appealing for witnesses after a              
serious road traffic collision on the A65 near Green Lane, Ingleton. Five people were taken to 
hospital after a white Nissan Juke and a silver Mazda 4x4 collided. The Mazda 4x4, which was 
travelling towards Ingleton, collided with the Nissan, which was heading in the opposite             
direction. The driver of the Nissan, a woman from Steeton, was airlifted to Preston Royal                 
Infirmary following the collision, along with her 80-year-old mother and 23-year-old son, who 
were taken to hospital by ambulance. Both females from the Nissan sustained potentially life-
changing injuries. The driver of the Mazda was taken to Lancaster Hospital by ambulance, 
along with his eight-year-old passenger. The A65 was closed in both directions for a number 
of hours. Anyone who witnessed the collision or who may have dash cam footage and has not 
yet spoken to the police is urged to come forward. 
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F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 
01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

MARK WATSON 
HOME & GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 
 

 
Gardening 

and landscaping services,  
mowing, strimming. Hedge cutting, fencing, 

paving, turfing and power washing.  
Loft insulating and pointing. 

 

07759680938   07759680943 
015242 62038 

 Settle Chimney  
Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  
Sweeping Service. 

Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls, Carbon  
Monoxide Detectors Supplied & Fitted. 
National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683  
Mob. 07815 285321  

MEL BOOTH 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

07825749631 
 

GENERAL HANDYMAN,  
GARDEN MAINTENANCE,   

GREAT RATES. 

 

Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 
Mob: 07768 571407 

 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 
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Hoggs ’N’ Heifers Host 
Halloween Spooky Quiz  
By Jane Richmond, scoliosiscsuk@gmail.com 

The kids are back at school, 
the nights are drawing in and 
it’s time to get ready for                  
Halloween, and what better 
way to celebrate this festivity 
than to get the old grey matter 
working with a Halloween 
Quiz night. Scoliosis Choices 
& Support UK Fundraising 
Shop will be celebrating their 6 month                 
anniversary by holding the quiz and a half 
time “Play Your Cards Right Game,” hosted 

by the lovely Gail Brown 
from Hope Blossoms, at the 
Hoggs ’n’ Heifers on Friday 
26th October.  

    The Hoggs ’n’ Heifers 
always looks fantastic at 
Halloween time thanks to                

Nikki’s spectacular decorating skills, there 
are always bats in the belfry, ghouls and 
vampires galore. So to blend into your              
surroundings and to get into 
the Halloween spirit, why 
not dress for the occasion. 
The quiz itself will kick off at 
8pm and will be £1 entry per 
person (maximum 4 to a 
team). There will also be a 
picture quiz, and raffle              
tickets at £1 for entry to play 
your cards right. The prizes for the winning 
quiz team and play your cards right have 
been very kindly donated by Andy from 
the Hoggs ‘n’ Heifers. 

So don’t forget to start getting your               
costume ready and get 
down to the Hoggs 
early on Friday 26th             
October to ensure you 
get a table for a fun 
packed evening. 
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News From Our  
Neighbours 
Amazing Male Voice Choir in 
Kirkby Lonsdale  
By Lilian Barton 
A unique event will be happening in           
Kirkby Lonsdale (St Mary’s Church) on the                   
evening of Saturday 22nd September.                
A chance to hear the amazing Llanddulas 
Male Voice Choir. Organised by the                  
Lunesdale Rotary Club, tickets are selling 
fast, so get yours soon, only £10 from                
Tourist Information Office in Kirkby                
Lonsdale or from Nigel Pullen on                   
01524-732873.  
 

Tag-a-Tile for Hornby Pool 
By Roger Carter – Lune Valley Community 
Services 015242-22283 
Hornby Pool is scheduled to open to the 
public on Monday September 3rd. After 
months of setbacks caused by severe                
leakage problems, the refurbished and                
renovated pool will re-open on Monday 
3rd September at the start of the new 
school year. The new pool manager is              
Chris Green and he is looking forward to 
meeting you all very soon. A revised                 
timetable and pricing is on the website 
along with other details. 

To celebrate this achievement and to 
raise much needed funds to meet all the 
additional leakage repair costs and                        
subsequent loss of summer revenues, the  
LVCS committee has launched a unique 
‘Tag a Tile’ promotion. At just £1 per tile 
this sponsorship is available to all Lune 
Valley residents and ‘friends’ and means 
that you can all identify with your pool by 
‘tagging’ a tile in your name, family                  
members and friends. Not the actual tiles of 
course, but a spreadsheet at the pool will 
identify tiles and sponsors and once                   
complete a monthly draw will be made to 
offer a free admission prize to lucky                   
winners. Sounds a bit complicated but the 
certificates shortly on offer at various                  
outlets around the Lune Valley contain all 

the details of this simple, low cost                      
sponsorship. This does not affect the Pool 
Pledges which are still available and will 
provide the prime source of funding for 
this community project. 

Thank you all for your patience and            
understanding. It’s been a gruelling few 
months for all of us, so thanks again for 
your support and encouragement.                   
For latest updates and information: contact 
details are:-                                                             
Fbook: Lunevalleyswimmingpool                                    
Email: Lunevalleycs@gmail.com  

phone 01524-805666. 
 

Settle Photographic Group 
By Gill Pinkerton 
Monday 17 September 2018 7.30pm  
Townhead Court, Settle 
On Formats – John Bentley 
Gallery: More than One 
Friday 21 September 2018  
Visit – Skipton Canal 
For information about our meetings and 
outings look on the spg website at 
www.settlephotos.org for details. 
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September Walks 
By Kate Rowe 

When I was writing for the July edition of 
Bentham News in early June, I reported 
that I'd just read on Facebook that we were 
going to have three months of good weath-
er. I wonder how many of us believed it? 
Although the lack of rain until the end of 
July has been a problem for gardeners and 
farmers, for walkers it has been wonderful. 
We have been remarking about local walks 
that are almost impassable in winter and 
were bone dry. A real pleasure to walk 
them. I think the weather must have suited 
birds as I've never seen so many in my 
garden, and eventually butterflies                   
appeared. Will we still be mud free in              
September? 

Please note that our first walk of 5 miles 
on Sunday 2nd has an afternoon start of 
2.30pm. All other walks leave Lairgill at 
9.30am. The direction of the walk will be 
decided by the tide but it follows the shore 
from Hest Bank to Wild Duck Hall. After 
Bolton-le-Sands the route heads south 
along the canal back to Hest Bank. 

On Saturday 15th we park in Muker 
and head across several fields to cross the 
River Swale on a footbridge. An                    
undulating path follows the river down-
stream to Keld with its interesting                         
Heritage Centre. We take the road out of 
Keld, turn left then follow the Corpse 
Road downhill then quite steeply up the 
side of Kisdon Hill. A footpath leads us 
along the top, eventually to the tarmac 
road to descend back to Muker, 6 miles. 

Gisburn Forest is our destination on 
Wednesday 19th and a walk of 6 miles. 
After parking at Stocks Reservoir Car Park 
(£3 per car) we take a woodland path, 
cross School Lane then follow gravel paths 
past Hesbert Hall to Gisburn Forest Hub. 
Further woodland paths take us past Dale 
Head Church, then over the causeway 
back to the start. 

Finally, a local walk of 7 miles on 
Thursday 27th, the route of which leaves  

 

Lairgill and heads NW passing Bank Head 
and Gill Head Farms to Burton-in-
Lonsdale. After passing through Clifford 
Hall, it goes through fields and along 
tracks to the edge of Low Bentham, then to 
The Punch Bowl. It follows the River                 
Wenning to High Bentham and passes St 
Margaret's Church to return to Lairgill. 

The first October walk on Thursday 4th 
is a 7 mile circular from Stainforth.  
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Together for Trees 
By Sarah Pettifer at YDMT on 015242-51002 or 
email media@ydmt.org 

Greenpeace tells us that as much as 80% of 
the world’s forests have been destroyed or 
irreparably degraded. The UK has far less 
woodland than the rest of Europe, and in 
the Yorkshire Dales native broadleaf wood-
land cover accounts for just 2.7%. Local 
charity, Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust, 
(YDMT) is calling for support to plant 
100,000 native broadleaf trees over the next 
two years to create beautiful woodlands 
that everyone can enjoy. 

Michael Devlin, YDMT Development 
Manager, said: “We believe that everyone 
should have access to trees. With your             
support we can not only help to plant                    
thousands of new trees, but also provide 
opportunities for people to feel healthier 
and happier by experiencing our wood-
lands, meeting new friends and caring for 
the beautiful Yorkshire Dales countryside.” 
You can support the ‘Together for Trees’ 
appeal by making a donation. £6 per month 
could help protect and manage a semi-
natural woodland to allow wildlife to             
flourish. A donation of £15 will enable a 
new native broadleaf tree to be planted. £40 
could help a disadvantaged person or 
school child visit the Dales to take part in a 
woodland activity, improving their                    
wellbeing while ensuring that these habitats 
are understood. To support the appeal, visit 
www.ydmt.org/together-for-trees or call 
YDMT on 015242 51002. 

80,000 Young People Are 
Changing The World 
By International Youth Day, August 12th, 
thousands of 11-24 year olds across the UK 
were equipped to make a difference in their 
local communities and the environment, 
thanks to the Our Bright Future (OBF)             
programme.   

Led by The Wildlife Trusts, almost 80,000 
young people across the UK signed up to 
creating a greener future, smashing the            
programme’s original target of 60,000. 
Among them are local young people who 
are involved in a range of innovative               
environmental opportunities as part of the 
Green Futures programme. 

 Gail Smith, Manager of the programme 
at YDMT, said: “We’re providing skills, 
knowledge and support to help young             
people create positive environmental 
change. With activities ranging  from a               
day learning bushcraft in a Yorkshire             
Dales woodland to a two-year apprentice-
ship in environmental conservation, we’re                      
empowering young people to become            
environmental activists and future leaders. 

One participant said: “My attitude has 
changed, I don't litter and I don't use as 
much with palm oil or use straws.” 

Another said: “It’s really good feeling 
that you’re not on your own caring about 
this stuff.” 

Green Futures is one of 31 projects across 
the UK that make up the OBF programme.   
More than 1,200 community spaces have 

been formed or improved, 
including planting orchards at 
hostels for the homeless and 
planting gardens for schools. 
These projects give young 
people a sense of achievement 
and pride in their local areas, 
and also provide habitats for                 
wildlife.  
Left, Cedar House pupils planting 
trees at Collingholme Farm near 
Cowan  
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Community 
Rail And  
Dementia 
By Rod Tickner, Vice Chair and                       
press officer (Tel: 07902 543797) and email 
rail@tickneronline.co.uk   
A special party took the train from                    
Bentham on Monday 30th July, destined for 
the seaside at Morecambe, where they              
enjoyed tea, scones and cakes at the iconic 
art-deco Midland Hotel whilst taking in the 
sea views over to the Lakes and spending 
time together with friends. 

The party was made up of a group of 
people living with dementia, who meet 
each Monday for a Making Art session at 
the Looking Well Studios in Bentham. They 
were accompanied by their carers and           
supporters from the art group, which is run 
by Pioneer Projects, who provide a                  
range of activities to improve the health 
and wellbeing of individuals by using            

creative arts. In recent weeks the art group 
have been working enthusiastically on             
ideas for a ’Window on the Dales and           
Bowland’ project, which is being developed 
by the Bentham Line for its stations. 

The day out was organised by the                
Bentham Line (Leeds-Morecambe                     
Community Rail Partnership) as part of its 
Dementia and Community Rail project, 
who invited the Pioneer Projects group to 
visit Morecambe with the support of the 
local train operator, Northern. It proved to 
be a reminder of yesteryear for many and a 
chance to sit, relax, and rekindle pleasant 
memories. Participants enjoyed the day, 
with one commenting, “I really enjoyed it.        
I wish these trips happened more often.          
It was so good being together with every-
one. The staff did look after us well”.                

Philippa Troutman, Training and                
Creative Arts Manager at Pioneer Projects, 
said, “Everyone attending the Making Art 
session held at Bentham each week was 
delighted to be asked.  The trip was an 
enormous success, with everyone taking 
pleasure in the journey, the afternoon tea at 
the Midland Hotel and each other’s                 
company.  The staff and volunteers of the 
railway could not have been more helpful.  
Thank you to everyone for making it               
possible.” 

Gerald Townson, Chairman of the              
Bentham Line, added that it was a great 
example of Community Rail at its best, 
helping to enhance the lives of those living 
with ‘hidden illnesses’, such as dementia, 
and others who need extra time and                
support.  

Richard Isaac, Regional Community and 
Sustainability Manager at Northern. who 
accompanied the visit, commented:  
“Northern are pleased to be supporting this 
important initiative by the Community Rail 
Partnership, as the railway looks for ways 
to become more inclusive for those living 
with disabilities. It is pleasing to see that 
this project is attracting interest from rail 
partnerships and train operating companies 
across the United Kingdom.” 
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A number of other such trips are planned 
over the next few weeks, including one           
supported by Dementia Friendly             
Keighley and another which will visit the 
Forest of Bowland AONB and sample a new 
dementia-friendly walk established there.          
If any group is interested in being involved, 
the CRP would like to hear from them. The 
Partnership can be contacted on 
the.bentham.line@gmail.com or 
015242 98940. 

Bentham Station 
Gets Unusual  
Second Twin 
By Gerald Townson, Chairman, FOBS  

Bentham and Mytholmroyd stations, and 
their station adoption groups, have now 
been twinned for two years and will be 
holding second anniversary celebrations at 
Bentham on 14th September and at 
Mytholmroyd on 28th September. At the 
same time the Friends of Bentham Station 
(FOBS) will be marking their seventh year 
since formation and Mytholmroyd their 
twelfth. Both groups continue to be                   
recognised for their leading work in              
community involvement and in bringing 
the railway and communities closer to each 
other. 

In August, Bentham station gained a          
second and unusual twin. The toilet used by 
the passengers and visitors to the station 
has been twinned with a latrine situated on 
a mountainside on the outskirts of Paquip, a 
small village n Guatemala, Central America. 
You can locate the site by entering the            
latitude and longitude shown on the photo 
into Google Earth or Google Maps and            
various websites will tell you more about 

that area. 

More than half the people in Guatemala, 
particularly the indigenous Mayan                 
population, live below the poverty line.           
Up to 80% of the country’s water sources 
are contaminated, mainly due to poor             
sanitation. Water-borne diseases are a                
significant contributor to high rates of            
mortality and malnutrition, especially 
among indigenous children. 

Toilet Twinning is a water and sanitation 
initiative aimed at ‘flushing away poverty, 
one toilet at a time’. By donating £60 to twin 
your toilet you help those in poverty to 
have access to a proper latrine, clean water 
and the information they need to be 
healthy. Hopefully, this FOBS decision will 
encourage businesses, other groups and 
individuals in Bentham and the surround-
ing area to take part in the programme, 
which does not just cover Guatemala but 
also Afghanistan, the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, Liberia, Malawi, Myanmar,           
Nepal, Pakistan, Tanzania and Uganda. 

For more details about the ‘Toilet                
Twinning’ scheme visit toilettwinning.org 

Market in Santa Clara la Laguna below 
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LOGS LOGS LOGS 

Kiln Dried Firewood 
Seasoned Logs, Bags or Loads 

Cash and Carry  
Pick up Point 

 

Bentham Road, Ingleton 
 

Call David on:  015242 41521 
Mobile: 07713055404 
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A Level Results! 
By Ruth Smith, Settle College 

Year 13 students from Settle College were 
celebrating on Thursday on receiving their 
A Level results, with 55% of the cohort 
achieving the top grades of A*, A and B and 
the majority of students securing their first 
choice university places. Other successful 
students will be starting apprenticeships. 
There was a 100% pass rate in almost all 
subjects, with many areas performing             
exceptionally well. 

Nathan Jeffs from Bentham achieved A* 
grades in Biology, Chemistry, Maths and 
Further Maths, securing his place at the 
University of Cambridge. “I am really 
pleased with my results and would like to 
extend my thanks to all the teachers here 
who went above and beyond to help me,” 
Nathan said, “The last six years have been 
some of my best and I am so glad to be 
coming away with this university place 
secured.” 

Executive Headteacher, Andrew Taylor, 
said, “We are delighted with the achieve-
ment of our A Level students across the 
board. Given the significant changes to 
many A Level subjects recently, a very high 
standard has been maintained with some 
outstanding individual achievements. Even 
those who have not quite achieved what 
they hoped for have demonstrated                 
resilience and dedication in order to pursue 
their chosen career or area of study. We 
wish them all well as they embark upon 
their university life or apprenticeships.” 

If you are interested in enrolling in the 
Sixth Form, please contact Mr Simon                  
Murphy, Head of Sixth Form 
(s.murphy@settlecollege.n-yorks.sch.uk) or 
visit our website: www.settlecollege.org.uk 
 

Settle Middle School  
Legacy Fund 
By the Clerk to the Trustees 
The Trustees of the Settle               
Middle School Legacy Fund 
invite grant applications from 
individuals, organisations, 
sports clubs and schools which meet the 
criteria set out in their grant application 
document. Grants will be awarded at the 
Trustees’ complete discretion for the              
specific purposes of widening the                    
educational and life experiences of children 
aged between 8 to 18 who permanently 
reside in the catchment area of the former 
Settle Middle School. Grants will be made 
to support  activities such as sport, music & 
dance, adventure, exploration and                  
academic and non-academic skills not           
covered by formal school-based education.  

Schools may also apply for funding to 
run some types of out-of-school clubs, but 
not school sports clubs. Schools may also 
apply in partnership with parents for            
funding for eligible secondary school pupils 
in receipt of Free School Meals to go on 
residential trips outside the UK.                        
Applications from children with                         
life-limiting conditions will be encouraged 
and dealt with rapidly.  

     The closing date for               
receipt of applications for 
Round Three is 6pm                 
on Friday 14th September 
2018. All requests for              
application packs, and any 
questions, should be sent            
to the Clerk to the Trustees, 
Settle Middle School                  
Legacy Fund via smslega-
cyfund@hotmail.com  

 

 

mailto:s.murphy@settlecollege.n-yorks.sch.uk
http://www.settlecollege.org.uk
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Age Concern –  
Fun, Interest And  
Celebrations In July 

By Olive Calverley 

Sad news: one of our members,                         
May Burton, has died. She was a quiet, 
friendly lady and will be sadly missed.             
We send condolences to her family. 

Thanks to our secretary who has                 
arranged the new programme. The month 
began on 3rd July with a shopping trip to 
Morrisons, followed on 6th July by               
Exercises with Sally. There was a special 

summer meeting on 13th July to celebrate 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth’s 65 years on 
the throne. We met in the Methodist church 
hall which was decorated with flags.               
Several members wore crowns and tiaras 
and a prize for the most attractive was               
given to Ethel Ellershaw. A picnic lunch 
was served at separate tables on platters 
containing sandwiches, quiche, sausage 
rolls, scones and cake plus trifle.                     
Scrumptious! An entertainment followed 
with Faith and Michael, two of the helpers, 
presenting a hilarious sketch in a pet shop, 
complete with caged parrot and an owl!              
Then Judith and Pam thrilled us with 
themed piano duets and a good time was 
had by all (see photo). On 20th July Joyce 
Knapp brought a selection of scented 
plants from her garden, which we were 
invited to identify. 12 members enjoyed an 

outing on 24th July 
to Beetham Nursery, 
followed by lunch at 
‘The Wheatsheaf’ 
hotel. The month ended with an interesting 
talk by John Nelson, who shared his               
experiences as a Prison Visitor                
emphasising the effect forgiveness has on 
lives, as it “clears the air and opens lives to 
rehabilitation. The sentence stands but lives 
are changed.” 

Happy birthday wishes to Margaret 
Taylor who had a birthday in July. And, 
Stop Press: Many thanks for the cheques 
that have been received from S.B.C., the 
Line Dancers and the Dominoes players. 
All being well, we will soon have a new 
treasurer.   

Your Advert In Colour 
  

From just £23, why not make  

your advert stand out?     
Email ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk  
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Adult Community 
Dance Classes 
By Zanna Dennis,  
Blue Moose Dance Company 

You may have passed by the Town Hall on 
a Tuesday morning and heard the gales of 
laughter or lively music and wondered 
quite what all the commotion was about. 
Since 2011 Blue Moose Dance Company  
(Zanna Dennis and Sarah Hall) have been 
delivering weekly Adult Community 
Dance classes in High Bentham Town Hall. 
Although these classes ultimately focus on 
dance and improving your health, fitness 
and wellbeing, there is far more to them 
than just that! They are a great place to 
meet new friends, socialise, laugh and              
enjoy moving together.  

Our Mature Movers class for 55 years + 
(9:00-10:00am, every Tuesday in term time) 
we like to describe as 50% dancing and 
50% laughter! Exercises in this class focus 
on mobilising the body, increasing strength 
and balance whilst learning dance steps 
from a variety of dance styles and                    
influences. It’s not about getting it right or 
wrong (although we always dance as if 
we’re on a main London stage!), it’s about 
having a go and enjoying ourselves.  

Our Contemporary Ballet Class (Adults, 
10:15–11:45am, every Tuesday in term 
time) is a committed group of dancers of all 
ages who have discovered the benefits of a 
ballet technique work out. The majority of 
the group have little or no previous ballet 
experience but each week develop an                 
understanding of training their bodies as 
they build core strength, improve posture, 
balance and flexibility, whilst dancing a 
variety of sequences. There’s a lot of               
laughter in this class too! 

We are always keen to welcome new 
members to both groups, whether you’ve 
danced all your life or think you have two 
left feet! You can drop in weekly or book 
for the term – either way we’d love to see 
you there and we guarantee fun, laughter 

and dancing joy! Don’t just take my word 
for it. Ask one of our fabulous dancers…
you’ll see them every Tuesday morning            
en route to Café Culture for coffee after 
class. 

The new term starts on Tuesday 11th 
September. Why don’t you come along? 

Blue Moose Dance Company is all about 
empowering people to discover new                 
potential, develop expression, gain                 
confidence and celebrate themselves and 
their community.  

Blue Moose Dance Company delivers 
weekly classes at Ingleton Primary School 
for 4-11years and Ingleton Youth Dance 
Company for 11-16years, alongside a 
whole host of other educational and             
community dance projects across                        
Lancashire & Yorkshire.  

Contact Zanna on  07896 133716 

hello@bluemoosedance.org.uk,  

www.bluemoosedance.org.uk                

Social Media: @bluemoosedance  
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Bentham News is published by a voluntary editorial committee consisting of Shirley Brown, 
Kathleen Kelly, Ros Lloyd, Howard Matthew, Anne Preston, Jane Proctor, Richard Wallace, 
Pam Woof, and Denise Henshaw - co-ordinator, who can be contacted on 07770-801591 c/o 
Emma’s Hair and Beauty, 29 Main Street, Bentham LA2 7HQ. Emma Greenep works alongside 
Denise administering the advertising side of the paper and can be reached on 
ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk. Every effort is made to ensure that information contained in the 
paper is correct; however, Bentham News is an open access paper and views and opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the editorial committee. The committee reserves the 
right to edit contributions. We are willing to withhold names on request, but names, addresses 
and telephone numbers must accompany  all  items  for publication. Email to:-                             
info@thebenthamnews.co.uk or hand in to Emma’s Hair and Beauty in the Main Street or use 
our website www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 

Copy deadline is 12th September for the October edition. Please note we cannot                  
guarantee the inclusion of any articles after this date. We aim to acknowledge all emails, if you 
do not receive a reply to an email, contact us again, as it may not have been received. 
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Picture by Adele Horner who says ‘We held a horse show at Ingleton on             
Sunday 12th August and Katy Harvey from Fourlands, Bentham, won Inhand 
Champion and overall Supreme Champion with her father Arthur Harvey’s horse 
Tommy’. 
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What To Look For In           
September 

By Sue Halsall 

Himalayan balsam 
is an invasive weed 
that is spreading 
rapidly through the 
country, mainly 
because of the way 
its seed pods explode, firing seeds up to 4 
metres away. It is often found by rivers 
which spread the seeds and this results in 
dense patches of the plant which crowd out 
native plants. It is an annual though, so if it 
is cut down before it sets seed, then it can 
be controlled. So whilst it is a problem, the 
seed pods are fun – carefully pick a fat one 
and gently put it into someone’s hand and 
close their fingers over it, then wait for the 
squeal! 

September is the time when swallows 
start to congregate on overhead wires in 
preparation for heading to South Africa for 
the winter. They fly about 200 miles a day 
and although they feed on the wing, some 
starve, become exhausted or get caught in 
storms. When I see them fidgeting and           
hear them chattering 
away on the wires, it 
makes me sad to 
realise that summer 
is over and the skies 
will be empty of 
their aerobatics. 

Another indicator that summer is on its 
way out, is when daddy long legs  (crane 

flies) invade the 
house, especially if 
you have the win-
dows open and a 
light on when it is 
dark. You see many 
now because these 
adult flies are emerging from the soil where 
they have spent the last year as grubs, 
called leatherjackets. The grubs are a                   
garden pest because they eat the roots of 
grass and other plants but the adults don’t 
live long and hardly eat anything. They 
will certainly not harm you. 

You have probably seen lots of molehills 
but not the mole itself. This month is when 
mothers evict their young from their                
tunnels and the young moles have to scurry 
away under the cover of darkness to find 

their own territory. So this is when you are 
most likely to see one, if you are lucky and 
happen to be out with a torch in the night. 
Large numbers are eaten by tawny owls, 
foxes and cats and many will starve before 
finding their own home underground. 
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The first Fun in the Fields event took place at the playing fields, Wenning Avenue, on Saturday 28th 

July and, despite very changeable weather, everyone had a great time.  The ladies brandishing their 

medals above are, left to right: Leanne Charmer, Angela Chapman, Caroline Ellershaw and Tracy                  

Chapman. See another photo on back page. 

Facepainted Jasmine 

Whitehead (daughter of 

Levi Fearn from Total 

Wellbeing) with Tomi. 
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Bentham News Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £18 local—£25 non local One eighth page colour £23 local—£30 non local 
One quarter page £35 local—£48 non local One quarter page colour £46 local—£56 non local 
One half page £80 local—£105 non local One half page colour £105 local—£125 non local 
Flyers  £150 commercial   Flyers £75 charity 
Pages 2 & 3 Spotlight Double Page Spread—advertising feature—£150          
People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   
 

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 
 

Send to ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk (or call 07770 801591) 
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Find us on Facebook the bentham news find us on the web www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 

Tomi Tatham, local professional boxer and personal trainer, bravely             
volunteered to be dunked in the cold water to pull out the winning ducks 

                                                              Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 


