
     

 

As Bentham prepares to mark 100 years since the end of World War One, The Rose  

Garden in Low Bentham has been transformed into a Garden of Remembrance.  

Pause a while, sit on a bench, and remember the victims of wars, past and present. 

A single white poppy has the inscription ‘NEVER AGAIN’ – if only that could be true. 

Photos by Jim Hodson 

 
 

50P  DONATION APPRECIATED 

Find us on Facebook the bentham news find us on the web www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 



2  

 

BENTHAM REMEMBERS 
100 Years since the end of the First World War 
Dear Friends 
As we approach the 100th anniversary of the ending of the First World 
War, our thoughts turn to the enormity of the loss and how our own              
community lived through that time. Please attend as many events as you 
are able and invite friends and family. Get involved in these unique events 
as Bentham comes together to reflect on the conflict and look for healing 
and peace in our own community and the wider world.  
Yours, Rev Anne Russell, 
Team Rector, Bentham Parish Church and Chair of Churches Together in Bentham 
See Facebook: The Ingleborough Team Ministry and www.ingleboroughchurches.org.uk. 
 

BENTHAM REMEMBERS AT THE PARISH CHURCH, ST JOHN’S 

Poppies are draping the entrance to Bentham Parish Church and more than 60 wooden 
painted crosses, marking each fallen soldier, stand by the path, along with metal poppies 
(made and donated by Phil Cressey). Come and see. 

BENTHAM’S WW1 STORY 

Saturday 3rd November 10am - 5pm and Sunday 4th 12noon to 5pm 

Lower Town Hall 

An exhibition of photographs and memorabilia from the First World War with hourly prayer for 
peace, reconciliation and remembrance.  

THE LIFE AND DEATH OF THEODORE BAYLEY HARDY V.C., M.C.  

Saturday 3rd November 3.30pm 

In the Lower Town Hall, with refreshments. 

An important part of Bentham’s story. David Raw talks about his new book on the remarkable and 
humble life of the most highly decorated padre of WWI, who was once the Headteacher of                 
Bentham Grammar School and Minister at St John’s Church. 

IN LOVING MEMORY, ST JOHN’S 

Sunday 4th November 4pm  

For us to remember all those who have died, including our own loved ones, recently or many years 
ago. With Bentham Praise; refreshments served. 

THE DEDICATION SERVICE OF BENTHAM’S NEW WAR MEMORIAL  

Saturday 10th November 2pm at St John's 

This significant new memorial unites the fallen of High and Low Bentham of WWI and for the 
first time includes the fallen of WW2. With Kirkby Lonsdale Brass Band, stories of the fallen 
written by Allan and Marilyn Hartley, community singing, and the reading of the names. 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY – BENTHAM MARKS THE AMISTICE CENTENARY 

Sunday 11th November 

9am – Bentham Parish Church – Traditional BCP Communion, as it would have been said 100 
years ago, followed by Acts of Remembrance at the War Graves of St John the Baptist Church and 
St Margaret’s Church. 

10am - Methodist Service, finishing to allow those who wish to go to the service on School Hill 
to leave while those who wish can stay in the Church for the 11.am Silence and Act of                        
Remembrance. 

10.45am - Act of Remembrance at School Hill 

We all gather for the traditional service led by Churches Together in Bentham, with community 
and school, at the War Memorial on Robin Lane, with the Last Post to be played at 11am. 
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12 noon – Bentham Community Lunch in the Town Hall. Refreshments of coffee, soup, 
sandwiches and cake follow straight on from the Remembrance Day Service and are FREE! 
(provided by members of local churches). Everyone’s welcome as we bring the town together. 

7pm – Beacon and Bells - Join us as we mark the end of this unique Armistice Day, 
with thousands across the nation, as the Big Stone Beacon is lit and Church Bells are rung by the 
bell-ringers at Bentham Parish Church. 
 

Poppy Projects in Bentham 
By Sharon Haslam 
The poppy installations have been a huge community project. Over 1,000 poppies have 
been cut, sawed, sewn, knitted, crocheted and brought together to produce amazing            
displays in remembrance of our war heroes who lost their lives whilst fighting in World 
War I. 

In Low Bentham more than forty people have been involved in making the Rose             
Garden a place where we can remember the huge sacrifice that was made. Phil Cressey 
has made 25 metal poppies which have the names of men from Low Bentham who died 
in action. Phil has also made 75 wooden crosses. In addition, he has made a further 270 
plastic crosses that can be purchased and personalised with the name of your relative 
who died in battle in any wars, past and present. 

On Saturday 10th November at 11am, we invite everyone to join Rev Anne in the Rose 
Garden where she will say a few words of remembrance. There is limited parking, so we 
recommend using the car park. There will be an opportunity to purchase refreshments in 
a pop-up café in the old post office across the road. We welcome any offers of baking 
buns or cakes. All proceeds will be shared between Help for Heroes and The British             
Legion. 

 

Poppies Installation in High Bentham 
By Sue Halsall and Shirley Brown 
And in High Bentham you will notice that in the next few days the area around the war 
memorial at the bottom of school hill will be decked with poppies – red, purple and 
white – made by dozens of local people, young and old. This is a dramatic and moving 
way of depicting the horrors of war – the blood shed by people and animals and the           
contribution of conscientious objectors. The efforts of so many people have been brought 
together by ‘Temptations’, Nikki and the Art Shed group at Looking Well, including 
many youngsters from Cedar House School. 

Red poppies will be on sale at various places around Bentham, and white poppies will 
be available on the table in the entrance hall of Looking Well in King Street, High                  
Bentham. Sadly, this was not the war to end all wars as many had hoped. But on 
11th November 2018 the community of Bentham will come together to acknowledge the 
horrors that took place during the First World War which ended 100 years ago, and to 
remember all victims of war, then and now.   Photos by Allan Hartley. 
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People of Bentham - Tony Roberts 
This month we are featuring Tony Roberts. Tony is an artist who has had the 
honour of having a portrait hung in the Royal Academy which sold on the 
first day, teaching some famous musicians and designing his own studio and 
home in Bentham. 
 

How long have you lived in Bentham and what brought you here? 
My wife and I moved to Bentham from Manchester in 1978. We were attracted to the 
landscape and its diversity, but also noticed a real sense of community in Bentham. First, 
we bought a house in Low Bentham, and then our present home in High Bentham, which 
was converted from a Sunday School building. In 1958 my friend Brian Plummer and I 
set off from London for a painting holiday in Horton-in-Ribblesdale. During that time, I 
met the painter Norman Adams. The next year, when I returned to London, I applied to 
the Royal Academy of Art and was accepted, and it was there that I met Norman Adams 
again. He was a visiting Lecturer at the Academy and it was through his                                  
recommendation that I took up a place as a Lecturer in Manchester School of Art, where I 
stayed until retirement. I have lived in Bentham ever since.  

 

Tell us something about yourself that people wouldn’t normally know. 

Art Colleges were well known as the breeding ground for musicians. Some of my ex-
students included: John McGeoch (Siouxsie and the Banshees), Mick Hucknall (Simply 
Red), Carmel McCort (Carmel, jazz pop) and Lisa Stansfield. My sons were in a bar in 
New York and were talking to Lisa Stansfield who said she had attended Manchester Art 
College. “Hey, our dad works there”, and she remembered me. Small world! 

 

If you could travel anywhere, where would you like to go? 

I’ve been to most areas of Europe, India and later Nepal. Unfortunately, I became ill so 
had to come home. I would like to visit Bhutan - a landlocked country in the Himalayas, 
but it is hard to gain entry as a visitor. 

 

What does a perfect day look like to you? 
One that is fairly grey - which is good for painting. Working on a painting is not always 
immediately successful. Maybe working on an oil painting for 6 months when things 
suddenly get together - that would be a perfect day, as would any working day in the 
studio. It’s a nice space. 

 

  If you could witness any event of the past, present or future, what would it be? 
It would be nice to witness the Buddha Maitreya, the fifth Buddha, who will appear in 
Bodh-gaya in India at sometime in the future. 

 

Are there world events you remember particularly from when you were growing up? 
I remember the bombings in London during the Second World War. The Doodlebugs you 
recognised because of the noise, but you knew when the sound stopped to head for the 
shelter. I remember VE Day, I was only seven then and we had a street party. London 
was very different in those days.  Everybody knew each other and there was a real sense 
of community. 
 

Is there anyone who has had the most influence on your life?  

My school wasn’t very good at arts subjects, so when I was due to leave school I had an 
interview with an engineering company. The Personnel Officer soon realised that I wasn’t 
cut out for engineering. When he asked me what I wanted to do, and I mentioned art, he 
suggested I should consider attending Hornsey College of Art, which wasn’t far from 
where we lived. Not only that, he arranged a visit for me. As a result, I took the entrance 
exam and was accepted. My parents were very supportive of me as well. I had a                     
wonderful time at Hornsey. 
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What’s the worst job you’ve ever done? 

When I was a student at Hornsey, a friend and I worked for ‘Wonderloaf’ in Muswell 
Hill. The dough was a bit like a sausage and had to be thrown into containers on a con-
veyor belt. Unfortunately, I kept missing and the dough went all over the floor to the 
amusement of the other workers. We lasted a week. 

 

If you had an unlimited budget, what investment would you make in Bentham? 

I’d build and staff a large Arts Centre, Gallery and Sports Centre, including a swimming 
pool. I’d also employ people to put on recreation and music events.  

 

What’s your most treasured possession? 
My family – although they are not possessions. I bought two Buddhist statues for my 
wife, June. Not great value in money terms but of great value to us. White Tara is sitting 
in the lotus position and represents a long and full life. Green Tara has her hand on her 
right leg and provides protection. 

 

How do you relax? 

Once I start painting I feel tensions going. Sometimes I watch TV, sometimes I fall asleep. 
 

What did you want to be when you were growing up? 

I didn’t really know. I struggled academically although I had a very happy childhood. I 
studied piano for a while but stopped when the teacher became ill, which is a pity really. 
When I started in Hornsey I realised my potential. I’d say I was incredibly blessed.  

 

Is there a book, film or live event that you have enjoyed recently? 

There was a film on TV called ‘Hostiles’. It was a Western, brutal but good. Another was 
‘A Fabulous Woman’, tough to listen to because of the prejudice involved. Finally, a box 
set called ‘No Offence’.  A box set which like most box sets you have to watch to the very 
end – then fall asleep!   

Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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Barbara McCart (née Noble) 
September 1955 -  
February 2018 
By Ian McCart 

People in Bentham will remember Barbara 
McCart. She was the eldest child of Mick 
and Grace Noble and was born in                  
September 1955 at 2 Ellergill Cottages, Low 
Bentham. She had a younger brother,                
David, and in 1965 the family moved to 
‘Benwick’ on High Bentham Road. Barbara 
was educated at Low Bentham Parochial 
School and Bentham Grammar School until 
1973, when she left to work at Barclays 
Bank in High Bentham. Whilst at school she 
met her future husband Ian McCart. Ian 
and Barbara were married at Low Bentham 
Parish Church in July 1975. The couple 
moved to the Vale of York, although they 
regularly returned to stay in the Bentham 
area when visiting relatives. Barbara had 
one son, Richard, and two grandchildren, 
Harry and Isla. After Richard started 
school, Barbara began a career as a sales 
representative, eventually working for                
Taylor Wimpey. 

After a very brief illness with cancer, 
Barbara passed away in February 2018 and, 
as she wished, was buried in St John’s 
Churchyard, Low Bentham. In her memory, 
Ian has produced a small poetry collection, 
many of the poems relating to the Bentham 
area. Copies cost £5 each, and all proceeds 
will be donated to ‘York Against Cancer’. 
They can be obtained from Rev Anne              
Russell (015242-61609). 

Neil Wills  
2nd July 1963 -  
2nd September 2018 
By Rev Stephen Dawson 

Neil was born at home on 2nd July 1963 
when the family lived at Ringstones, near 
Lowgill. When he was 3 months old the 
family moved to Calf Cop where his sister 
Irene was born. Jean and Alan’s family was 
complete – Helen, Bernie, Neil and Irene. 

Playgroups and pre-schools were still 
being invented, so Neil didn’t have that 
experience. He went straight to the ‘top 
school’, the county primary school, as 
against the ‘bottom school’, the church 
school on the main road. Neil’s mum, Jean, 
always recalled that he learned to read in 6 
weeks and he was a one for numbers.                
Before that we can picture Helen 
babysitting the younger ones and Neil             
lugging his bear everywhere, a bear that 
was so well-loved and well-travelled it            
ended up without ears or limbs.                         
And we still don’t know how he managed 
to set fire to the garage with his friend             
Roger!  

Holidays, apart from daytrips, were too 
expensive for the growing family, but Neil 
made up for this later by travelling every 
year, sometimes twice a year for 28 years to 
the Greek Island of Zante with Gary Carter 
and other friends from Bentham. He made 
friends with the landlord and landlady at 
the hotel in Zante. He also holidayed in 
Scotland with Brian Wilson.  

I first met Neil at Ingleton School in 1974 
where we shared a passionate hatred of 
most sports. Later though Neil took up 
swimming and won bronze, and also liked 
swimming in the Mediterranean Sea and 
water-skiing with his friend, Martin 
Newhouse. He played darts and pool and 
supported the Bentham Cricket Team. Then 
the sports pavilion was the place to meet 
friends, have a drink and a cricket tea. 

In the school holidays I would cycle over 
and be amazed by Neil’s hobby of                  
photography. He would develop his own 
photos in the pantry in trays of water, then 
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we would head off to 
Steamtown in Carnforth to 
indulge his love of trains – 
don’t tell anyone. He was very 
generous and would come 
back from Morecambe laden 
with Christmas gifts for the 
whole family, whereas all I 
managed were ‘I’ve been to 
Steamtown’ badges for my 
siblings! 

I’m sure Neil did some 
work for Ted Woof on project 
week before leaving Settle 
School. He then worked for 
him full-time from the age of 16, first weld-
ing and then at 21 in the office with Ted 
arranging projects, visiting farms and 
building sites, until 2 years ago when he 
worked for Paul Metcalfe. He was            
popular among colleagues and clients and 
achieved excellent results in college.                
There would always be time for a quick 
lunch at the Punch Bowl, which was always 
ready and waiting for him. 

The most important meeting in Neil’s 
life was later, outside the Chinese, when 
Angela asked for a lift home and just got 
into his car. They spent a lot of time doing 
up 1, The Terrace, and then from 2004 
‘Tamara’. Later he developed the garden 
and installed a metal man shed that was 
airlifted in. He would potter in there for 
hours and hold many barbecues outside. 
When gardening became too much, 39 cacti 
arrived for indoors. 

He said that his greatest achievements 
were Ellie and Harry. How pleased he was 
to read Ellie’s results last month, and to 
hear her play the flute, piano and violin 
and to see Harry’s recent prize of the 
coach’s Gymnast Cup. As far as I know, 
Neil was not a gymnast or a musician, and 
grudgingly admitted that these gifts were 
probably inherited from Grandma Sarah. 
Ellie and Harry also succeeded in getting 
Neil into a Macdonalds and a KFC on their 
trip to Australia. It was a shock for him to 
discover that Australians add mashed           
potato to all gravy. But it was a great tour, 

from Formula One in                     
Melbourne to climbing the 
Sydney Harbour Bridge and 
seeing Ayers Rock. He taught 
Harry to ride his bike on Low 
Bentham Road, but Neil 
would get so busy talking to 
neighbours that poor Harry 
would end up in the hedge. 
These memories are just part 
of Neil’s gift to us, something 
we can treasure, and will 
make us smile in the years 
and decades to come.              
He didn’t go in for famous 

sayings, he would just roll his eyes and that 
would be enough.  

Helen could have a long one-way                 
conversation with him on the phone with 
Neil putting in a “mmm” every now and 
then. But Neil was a doer, a worker.                  
He would tell Sarah, Michael and me off for 
going to too many churchy meetings               
instead of doing things. He especially loved 
Christmas and held a New Year’s Day            
party for 40 every year with Angela                
catering for everyone. 

At funerals we tend to do a lot of looking 
back, but we can all learn from Neil’s               
honesty, his generosity and his gift for 
making friends. We can take his gifts with 
us into the future, and share them about,          
as he did. I want to end by thanking Angela 
for ensuring that Neil was able to stay at 
home until the end, as he wanted to, and 
for all the care she provided and                          
co-ordinated so that the family could be 
together.  
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Mandy’s November 
Food Blog –  
Comforting Casserole 
The weather has changed, and the dark 
nights are starting to set in, so I think it’s 
time for a comforting casserole. This is one 
of my easy faves. Not much work but full 
of flavour. 

Beef and Chorizo Casserole 

Ingredients: 

1 kg diced stewing beef or beef skirt 

2 large onions, chunky chopped 

2 large carrots, peeled and diced 

2 garlic gloves, small diced/ 1tsp lazy garlic 

1 pepper, chunky diced 

1 small swede, diced 

1 chorizo ring, chunky chopped 

1 carton of passata  

2 tbsp tomato puree 

300 ml beef stock  

1 tsp salt 

Smoked paprika 
 

Method:  

First brown off the diced beef in a little oil, 
then pop in an ovenproof bowl. In the same 
pan, lightly fry the chorizo, onions and 
garlic for 3 minutes. Finally transfer this to 
the beef and add all other ingredients                
giving a good stir. Then cover with foil or 
lid and put into a preheated oven at 160 
fan / 180 normal and cook for 2 and a half 
to 3 hours until meat is tender. Enjoy with 
crusty bread.  
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Gardening in  
November  
By Joyce Knapp  

November is a good month to              
consider making changes in the 
garden, now that the busy summer 
months have passed. If we need to 
replace any shrubs in our gardens, 
autumn is a good time because the soil will 
still be relatively warm and moist,                   
providing the best possible growing               
conditions. This will allow the roots of any 
newly planted shrubs to become well              
established through the coming winter 
months, so the plants will be ready to grow 
away quickly as soon as the weather warms 
up the following spring.   

When it comes to choosing shrubs there 
are many factors to consider, like how 
much space is available (remember to note 
the eventual size of any shrub you purchase 
and allow room for it to spread) and what 
your other priorities are.  You may select a 
plant mainly for its architectural qualities 
e.g. Mahonia, or for seasonal interest e.g. 
Callicarpa bodinieri (beauty berry), as this 
plant not only produces clusters of violet 
berries but also gives a dash of autumn 
colour just before leaf-fall. If you prefer an 
evergreen, there are lots to choose from, 
ranging from the more compact conifers 
such as the dwarf Thuja plicata ‘Stoneham 
Gold’ (Western red cedar), to a more 
spreading plant e.g. Euonymus fortunei 
‘Emerald ‘n’ gold’ that has beautifully                 
golden variegated leaves.   

Once any shrubs have been planted, we 
can begin to fill the space around and           
between them with a range of other plants.  
Many varieties of bulbs are particularly 
well suited to growing in amongst shrubs 
as they naturally grow wild in woodland 
areas. Daffodils are a good, easy to grow 
bulb and serve a dual purpose, as they are 
not only beautiful left in situ, but can also 
be used as cut flowers for the house 
(combined with a few stems of yellow-
flowering Forsythia they make a bright and 

cheerful display). The small blue 
spires of flowers on Grape                  
Hyacinth are very decorative and 
these bulbs are reputed to deter mice, 
so they can be planted near stone 
walls, or even house walls, where 
mice are known to live. 

 
Nature Notes 
By David Fisher 

After a hot summer and 
now in autumn, fungi              
are fruiting in the woodlands and on the 
moors. As the cold weather approaches, 
insects provide food for bats before they go 
into hibernation and keep warm together in 
roosts. 

Foxes and deer will be roaming the 
countryside looking for places to survive 
the cold months ahead.  Fish will be in the 
rivers getting ready to spawn in the                    
tributaries upstream.  
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Who is the fairest of them all?  
Can you help decide? 
By Fraggle 

The auditions for the next panto, ‘Snow White & The 7 Dwarfs 
Crew’, will take place on Sunday 11th November from 2pm-
5pm in the Methodist Hall. If you want to perform in Bentham’s               
Pantomime, then join us for an afternoon of fun and drama.             
If you have any questions or want further information, please 
visit Bentham Theatre Group of Facebook, or phone 015242 
80166, where you can talk to someone or leave a message.             
We really look forward to meeting you. 
 

Christmas in the Mart – 7th and 8th December 

By Andrea Dennis 

We are excited to be hosting once again ‘Christmas in the Mart’ at Bentham Auction Mart 
on Friday 7th December, 5-8pm and Saturday 8th December, 10-3pm.  

     This year we have even more fabulously talented bakers, artists, crafts-makers and 
creators joining us for the event than ever before. It’s the perfect place for your                  
Christmas shopping. You can purchase beautiful locally made gifts, enjoy delicious 
foods, live music and festive children’s activities, plus the chance to buy your               
perfect Christmas Tree (in aid of ‘Dig Deep,’ a charity providing clean water, toilets and 
hygiene training in rural Kenya.)  

     Keep up to date with all the                   
information in the lead up to the event by 
following us on social media.  

Facebook: /benthamchristmasmarket  and 
Instagram: @christmasinthemart 

 

 

Don’t forget the BN deadline 
date is 12th November 

for the December edition 
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Longstaffe’s Fabulous  
Fund-Raising Event 

By Clive Story – Chairman of Longstaffe Educational Foundation  
Charity No. 506509 

Eterni Amici are a local duo with a national reputation                   
featuring soprano/pianist Laurie Ashworth and tenor/
saxophonist Spencer Moran. They are well known in the 
area and have a large following. Spencer attended                         
Giggleswick School and Laurie was the singing teacher there 
for 8 years. On 25th November at 3.30pm they will be                 
performing in Bentham Golf Club in Longstaffe’s                       
Educational Foundation’s fifth annual concert. Their                     
programme will include a variety of songs from well-known 
musicals, favourite opera pieces and modern-day pop.               
Tickets are £12.50, either from Bentham Golf Club, 
‘Temptations’ in High Bentham or by ringing 07720-038637. 

Longstaffe’s Educational Foundation is a Bentham based 
charity committed to  supporting the education of the young 
people in the area. It originated with a £200 bequest by a Mrs 
Longstaffe of York in 1713. The trustees award grants                
annually to young people, up to the age of 25 years, to              
promote their educational endeavours. The range  of                 
supported activities is considerable, and help has been               

provided over 
the years in a               
variety of ways 
including extra 
tuition, books, 
and computers.  
      Our young 
people are at 
the beginning of their passage through life 
and any enhancement of their education 
increases their potential. There are great 
opportunities to expand the support that we 
provide, but the funds of the charity are             
limited. The trustees, all committed local 
people, have in recent years set up various                       
fundraising activities. The best known of 
these are the Christmas concert held in late                  
November and the annual quiz night held in 
June. Both have now become annual fixtures 
in Bentham’s social calendar. This will be a            
fantastic afternoon of music with excellent 
refreshments – so get your tickets soon as 
they are in great demand! 

Your Advert In Colour 
  

From just £23, why not make  

your advert stand out?     
Email ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk  
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Tatham Fells 
By Mary Taylor  

At the meeting on 11th September at 
the Old School, Bill Nelson reduced 
his audience to tears of laughter 
when he recounted incidents from 
his career as an auctioneer with his talk 
1818 Auctions, Past, Present and Future. 

Bill said that the sales of antiques and 
collectables began 200 years ago as part of 
Kendal Livestock Auctions, and was held 
once a month in converted calf pens.  He 
told of collectors of vintage tractors, motors 
or machines who explore farm sales, some 
only on the lookout for one part that could 
be among many worthless objects in a box 
or bucket, to be sold as ‘a box of contents’; 
the collector would then surreptitiously 
push it under the other contents to prevent 
a rival collector seeing it and bidding 
against him.  Bill and his colleagues have 
great respect for people’s treasured               
possessions, especially with 
house clearances where 
they once found many             
of Joseph Hardman’s                
photographs, a collection of 
cameras and 40 sewing 
machines. 

The firm moved to Junction 36 five years 
ago and now hold weekly sales, as well as 
some specialised sales. Jenny Batty thanked 
the speaker, who judged the competition 
for an unusual item; winners were Ann 
Dawson with a cigarette box, Bronwen Os-
borne with a travelling box for a pet mouse, 
and Ruth Holden with a needle for a hay-
stack. 

During business, President Margaret 
McIntosh informed members of                       
forthcoming events and congratulated 
those who had contributed to the WI entry 
at Bentham Show, and those who had               
entered individual items. A report was             
given on the summer outing to Dalemain, 
and walk leaders thanked for leading the 
July walk in Kingsdale and the August 
walk around Old Town. 

      The evening concluded with                           
refreshments provided by Jenny 
Batty  and Olive Beard. 

     Margaret McIntosh, President, 
welcomed members and a visitor to 
the Annual Meeting held in the Old 
School on Tuesday 9th October.  

Mary Kidd, Treasurer, gave a healthy              
financial report, saying that the average 
cost of a speaker is £50.  Jenny Herd gave 
the Secretary’s report with a résumé of the 
year’s activities and speakers, adding that 
the Institute now has 33 members.                     
The President thanked the good committee 
who worked as a team, and thanked many 
members by name, saying that friendship is 
the main thing and “what a friendly lot we 
are up here.” 

Margaret had completed her three year 
term of office as President; she was thanked 
for her commitment and kindness and was 
given the gift of a pot plant. A ballot was 
taken for the new President from the                 
committee of Margaret, Linda Kirkby, Mary 
Kidd, Ann Dawson, Ruth Garstang, Carole 
Thurnham, Carole Butcher, Jenny Herd, 
Barbara Haddow and Kath Dickinson.  Ann 
Dawson counted the ballot slips and                    
announced that Linda Kirkby had been 
elected as the new President. 

During business, future events were              
outlined and reports given.  The September 
walk from the Crook o’Lune to Highfield 
had been challenging in the mud and wind.  
Nine members had competed in the                
Treasure Hunt at Slaidburn, again in the 
mist and wind; however, it had been an 
opportunity to meet members from other 
Institutes during refreshments at the Hark 
to Bounty. 

Ruth Holden, Mary Kidd, Gill Gilbertson 
and Kath Dickinson ran a Sales Table, 
which raised £102 for WI funds.                      
Refreshments were provided by Kath Coats 
and Jean Easterby. The evening concluded 
with an exciting and noisy Domino Drive; 
winners were Barbara Harrison and                  
Andrea, with Gill Gilbertson winning the 
booby prize. 
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The talk on 13th November is ‘Festive 
Flowers’ by Buttonhole from Kirkby                   
Lonsdale.  

Low Bentham and District 
By Simone Pridmore 

The title for September’s visiting speaker 
was ‘Bedpans and false teeth’, but Denise 
Adlard opened by saying she would not be 
mentioning them again! What she did tell 
us about in a very humorous way was her 
‘life’ story as a nurse. She had told her              
parents at a very young age that she wanted 
to be a nurse. She began at 
the age of 17 years as a pre-
trainee at Bradford Royal 
Infirmary, then to state            
registration in 1967, and 
midwifery experiences at St 
Luke’s also in Bradford, and gaining her 
midwifery qualification, through to                   
working as a district nurse, up to when she 
retired from the NHS after 47 years’ service. 
She had many varied and interesting                
experiences, which she shared with humour 
and consideration. 

A vote of thanks was given by Margo 
Checkley, expressing the Institute’s                
gratitude for her visit as she came over from 
Bradford on what was not a pleasant                
autumn evening. 

Following refreshments, the business 
part of the meeting took place. We were 
pleased that the Institute took second prize 
in the class at the Bentham Agricultural 
Show, and thanks were expressed to those 
involved for their hard work. A very                
enjoyable ‘Fun Evening’, hosted by Low 
Bentham for our group of Institutes, had 
taken place the previous week and                  
messages of appreciation had been sent to 
the president. There were reports from            
representatives who had attended various 
meetings. Burton-in-Lonsdale WI reminded 
us that they host a ‘Widowed and Single’ 
group at the Horse and Farrier at lunch time 
each Sunday.  

The walking group would be ending 
their next walk with lunch at the Coach 
House in Bentham, weather permitting, and 

four members enjoyed a soup lunch at their 
craft meeting.   

High Bentham 
By Wendy Dowbiggin 

There was a good turn out for our AGM at 
the Town Hall on Thursday 4th October.  
The minutes of the last meeting were read 
and reports given by the sub-committees - 
Book Club is doing well and Ingrid                  
Ellershaw, Social Committee, informed us 
that she was looking into an afternoon tea at 
the Midland Hotel, Morecambe, in the near 
future.   

     Our Adviser, Rosemary Blanchfield, 
attended the meeting and she gave us an 
interesting insight into her job as Adviser 
for the Lancashire Federation, which                
includes visiting the WIs in her area and 
training. She is also on the sub-committee 
for social events. Four of our members 
greatly enjoyed a recent event – a walking 
quiz at Slaidburn. Rosemary organised the 
vote for President of our WI and Barbara                       
Shuttleworth was re-elected. Wendy               
Dowbiggin, Margaret Hayton and Christine 
Lewis, all very long-standing members of 
the committee, have retired and were              
presented with beautiful bouquets of           
flowers to say thank you for their years of 
service. The rest of the committee remains 
the same and they have been joined by two 
new members, Mary Brougham and Nan 
Clayton. 

The competition winner was 
Joni Weekley. The meeting           
concluded with a delicious         
supper of meat and potato pie 
or cheese and onion pie, provided by                
Simply Delicious. 

Learn to Drive with  
Sally Moore 

 

Your local, friendly  
Instructor 

 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 
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Lest We Forget – William McCann 
Words by Allan Hartley 

Research by Marilyn Hartley 

William was born in Bentham in 1897, one of two sons1 of Elijah2 and 
Ellen2 McCann nee, Galbraith where the family home is given as               
4 Duke Street, High Bentham. 

Between the 1901 and 1911 census, something must have happened 
to the family unit as Elijah married Margaret Smith in 1908 and Elijah became the                
step-father to Tom Harry Smith. (BN 363) and Fred Smith, we don’t know what happened 
to Ellen. 

At the time of the 1911 census, William is 15, with 
the family home given as 16 Lairgill. Thereafter, 
that’s the last we know of him until the war, we 
don’t know where he went to school or what he did 
for work though his death certificate records                   
William as being a cotton weaver. 

William’s army service record in the war is               
extremely vague, he is reported as being on home 
leave in August 1917 after enlisting with the 
Durham Light Infantry but this is not correct, as he 
has an army service record with the Yorkshire              
Regiment as Private 26951. At the time of his death 
he is recorded as being with the 347th Home Service 
Works Company, maybe having been transferred to 
this unit as a result of being wounded and unfit for 
active service, sadly we don’t know. 

What we do know is that William died of                
Diphtheria whilst in service with the Works                   
Company on the 10th March 1919 in Middlesbrough 
being buried at Linthorpe3 Cemetery. 

 

William is the 54th Bentham man to lose his life to the war and the last man to be 

named on the Bentham War Memorial plaque. He was 22.  
 

Notes 

1  We don’t know the name of the other son, other than he served in the war. Perhaps it was Reg 
Smith who survived the war? William’s step-brother Fred Smith served in the war and fought in 
Palestine. As far as we are aware he survived the war? 

2  Both Elijah and Ellen, were born in Ireland and we guess Elijah worked at one of the Bentham 
mills. Elijah was also a retired soldier having fought in the Afghan Wars. We don’t know what 
happened to Ellen. Nor do we know the circumstances leading up to Elijah marrying Margaret 
Smith in 1908. Margaret was the mother of Tom Harry Smith who was killed at Passchendaele 
[BN363] her other son Fred served in Palestine. During the war years Elijah died we don’t know 
when? This left Margaret on her own with both her own sons and Elijah’s sons away fighting in 
the war. Margaret died suddenly in late September 1918 probably of heart failure due to the death 
of Tom and the worry of her other boys still at war. She is buried with Elijah in the family grave at       
St Margaret’s Church. 

3  Linthorpe Cemetery [Middlesbrough] has 160 burials relating to the First World War. 
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War and Peace 2018 
By Annie Neligan 

We set up the Bentham Area Refugee Group in 
2015 in response to the human catastrophe that 
is the war in Syria. Since then, refugees have 
continued to be driven out of Syria, Iraq,            
Afghanistan and other countries torn by war 
and its after effects. We know that until we can 
find ways other than war of solving internal 
and international differences, refugees will continue to seek safety elsewhere.  

Everyone is invited to tea and cake on Saturday 10th November 2018 from 4pm-6pm 
in the Methodist Hall, Station Road, Bentham to meet Ali Mogalli  from Yemen. Ali will 
talk to us about the war that is raging in Yemen, its causes and what life is like for his 
family and all those who still live there. You can also enjoy listening to songs ‘Celebrating 
Peace, Calling for Justice’ that some of us will have learned at a singing workshop during 
the day. Entry is free, but donations are welcome. 

You may like to join the singing workshop ‘Celebrating Peace, Calling for Justice’               
during the day. You don't have to think of yourself as a singer. Just someone who likes to 
be in a group and learn new ways of making, what always adds up to, a lovely sound. 
We will be taught by Helen Lyle, who leads community singing groups in Sheffield.            
It's singing from the heart. We’ll be in the Methodist Hall from 10am to 3.30pm. There 
will be a charge of either £10, £15 or £20 for the workshop and if you would like to come, 
please contact annieneligan@cooptel.net to book a place.  

mailto:annieneligan@cooptel.net
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People’s Page 
 

Charity Thanks 
 

Bentham Bake Off. A huge thank you to 
all friends and neighbours who supported 
our recent Macmillan Coffee Morning. 
Thanks to all your efforts we raised 
£670 for this worthy cause.   
Well done Bentham! 
Angela, Diane and Ruth 
 

Trash to Treasure. Our recent sale 
raised £710 for Low Bentham Victoria 
Institute funds. We are tremendously 
grateful for your support in attending, 
donating, helping and baking for this 
event. Thank you LBVI management             
committee.                                   
* Our next event 15th December                
Christmas coffee morning Bentham Town 
Hall 10am-12noon.  
 

The Bentham Line Dancers have               
donated £100 to  Pioneer Projects to 
help with their work with people with 
dementia and memory loss. The line          
dancers meet every Thursday evening at 
the Methodist church hall from 7.30-
8.30pm. A chance to make exercise fun! 
Jenny Durrant 
 

Bentham Fire Station raised £429.82 
during the September Car Wash.  
Thank you. 
Richard Blackwell 
 

£416 for Christian Aid: A recent             
concert in the Methodist church with 
various songs, music with trumpet and 
organ, violin and cello, recorders, other 
music groups and poems performed by 
local people, including Roland Fudge, a 
professional violinist, composer and music 
teacher, with tea and cake provided by 
church people, raised £416.20. This, 
match-funded by the European Union, 
who are operating a deal with UK                  
charities this Autumn, means nearly 
£2,100 will go to Christian Aid partners 
working on self-help projects in                 
agriculture, water supply, schools and 
medical work. Churches Together in             
Bentham are delighted with this event, a 
really happy occasion, and are grateful 

for all who helped to make it a such a 
great success. 
 
Bentham Community Choir 
Every Wednesday 7.30pm  at Looking Well. 
The singing is taught by ear, not reading 
music, there are fun warm-ups and                  
performing at events and pubs is optional. 

David Burbridge 01539 62116. 

 
PERSONAL THANKS 
 

Enid & Edwin Yates would like to thank 
friends, family and neighbours for their 
support at their Diamond Wedding                  
Celebration. Many thanks to Chris and          
Dave for their help and to Mandy Booth for 
her excellent catering. 

  
Teresa and I would like to thank all the          
people who supported us with kindness 
and words of comfort on the recent death of 
my father, Bernard Williams. 

A special thanks to Winnifred Gill and 
her family for their friendship and support 
and the staff of Ingleborough Nursing 
Home, who treated Dad at all times with 
dignity and compassion. 

The fire station now has a clothing bin, 

the only place now in Bentham! 
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To Jimmy Macdonald for his professional 
approach and also to Father Frank,               
Father Tony, Father Paul and the                       
congregation of St Boniface. 

Thanks to all those who sent cards and 
donations for Arthritis Research and Stroke 
Association. 
Bill Williams 

 

My family and I wish to thank family and 
friends for their cards and flowers and 
kindness shown on the passing of my dear 
friend Bernard. 

Winnie Gill 
 

Robert Neil Wills – The family of the late 
Neil Wills would like to thank all relatives 
and friends for their kindness and support 
during this sad time. Also thank you to Dr 
Astle, District Nurses, Ribblecare Nurses, 
Hospice at Home, Bentham Chemist,                
Bentham Health Centre, B&W Funerals, 
Rev Anne Russell and Rev Stephen Dawson 
for their compassion and care. 

 

Letters 
 

Dear Bentham News 
I recently received a letter from                           
Pharmacy2U, inviting me to register with 
them and have repeat prescriptions                     
delivered to me at home. 

On the face of it, this seems like a good 
idea, but if I register with Phar-
macy2U, they will be collecting 
the money from the NHS for 
filling my prescription, money 
which normally goes to the 
pharmacy at Bentham Surgery or to the 
Chemist on Main Street.  

I know that Bentham Surgery are                  
concerned about this, and the loss of             
prescription monies will also put at risk the 
smaller independent chemist shops, which 
provide such valuable over-the-counter 
advice and stock a good range of products. 

I imagine that I’m not the only person to 
have received the letter from Pharmacy2U. I 
think our area is being targeted at the              
moment, so I’m hoping that Bentham News 
readers will consider the consequences for 
our surgeries and chemist shops before 
signing up to a service like this. 
Lin Barrington, Low Bentham 
 

Dear Bentham News 
Living in Lancashire I am regularly passed 
a copy of your excellent magazine which I 
look forward to receiving. In particular the 
series of articles on Bentham's war heroes 
has been very interesting to read, the                 
compilers deserve praise for their obvious 
time consuming research. Have you               
considered producing a book with all the 
featured articles, which I am sure would 
have appeal in the wider area? Incidentally 
my copy is passed on in my local club thus 
ensuring it is well read in Lancashire.            
Best wishes for future editions. 
Brian Haworth, Langho, Lancashire 
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October’s Town Council 
By Howard Matthew 
 

In attendance were Town Councillors: Bridgeman, Burton, Faraday, Marshall, Stannard, 
Swales and Wills. Apologies were received from Councillors Adams and Barnes. There 
were no representatives from the District Council, County Council or Police present.  
 

Comments and Concerns: The landlord of the Black Bull raised concerns about the Black 
Bull car park. As this subject was on the agenda, this will be recorded in the Black Bull 
item below. 
 

Planning Applications:  
 

Considered at the additional Council Meeting on 10th September 2018 
 

 1  Outline planning for a three-bedroom house on land next to Poultry Farm on  
   Dumb Toms Lane, Ingleton    Not agreed 

 2  Application for listed building consent for conversion of existing staff room into 
   classroom including replacing windows, forming new door opening and                      
   associated ramped/stepped access arrangements externally at Cedar House  
   School, Low Bentham Agreed 

 

Considered at this meeting 1st October 2018 
 

 1  Listed building consent for provision of a replacement waiting shelter,                     
   refurbishment of existing waiting shelter, provision of single TVM and CCTV at 
   Bentham Station. Agreed 

 2  Variation of conditions 2, 7, 8 and 13 on previously approved 08/2002/2534 at  
   Scarfes Barn, Mewith Lane, Low Bentham. More clarification required on                  
   condition 13 

 3  Addition of en-suite to first floor level within barn together with access from main 
   bedroom at Calf Cop Farm, Burton Road, Low Bentham. Agreed 

 4  Listed building consent for addition of en-suite to first floor level within barn   

   together with access from main bedroom at Calf Cop Farm, Burton Road,                 
   Low Bentham.  Agreed 
 

Cllr Marshall reported on the Footpath Diversion Order at Riverside Caravan Park. This 
related to North Yorkshire County Council (who have responsibility for footpaths)                
wishing to make minor amendments to the existing footpaths. This was an update on 
work not carried out in the past and some inaccuracies needed to be corrected. For              
example, one path appeared to be in the middle of the River Wenning. These changes are 
not major - details and plans can be found on notices at the entrances and footpaths 
throughout the Caravan Park. 
 

The Open Spaces Committee reported on organising the grass cutting tenders. There 
was an item on problems of basketball hoops having been provided when in fact netball 
hoops were needed. These are portable and of a different circumference to those for            
basketball. 
 

The Parish Liaison Group had provided information on the potential use of anaerobic 
digestion and the council felt that this could prove valuable in Bentham and were keen 
to find out more. (anaerobic-digestion.com explains this in simple language). 
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Misuse of the Black Bull Car Park. Mr Forest, landlord of the Black Bull, had stated his 
concerns earlier in the meeting (see above). The car park is owned by Thwaite’s Brewery, 
and although in the past people have assumed that it could be used by those using the 
Town Hall, this is not the case.  The main issues, apart from people using it as a public 
car park, are: dog fouling, dumping rubbish, fly-tipping, dumping of abandoned cars and 
use when the pub is closed. Mr Forest pointed out that because the car park was often 
full, he is losing business as customers can’t find anywhere to park. 

Cllr Marshall began by pointing out that it is in everyone’s interests to find a solution 
which is satisfactory to both parties. Although litter and dog fouling are not Town             
Council responsibilities, the appropriate departments could be persuaded to help.                 
Regarding the car park itself, the Town Council had provided support in the past,                  
including 40% finance. Because this had been in the past and it was not clear what                 
specific agreements had been reached, the present situation with the Town Council is 
unclear. Cllr Marshall asked Councillors to give these items some thought, and it would 
be put on the agenda for the next meeting.  
 

Points from individual Councillors: 

Cllr Faraday - Low Bentham sandbag store has now been stocked. She will provide             
information to Bentham News to make people aware. She is now attending the Patients’ 
Representatives Meetings. 

Cllr Bridgeman – The Bank Holiday Street Fair had made over £1,000.  

Cllr Stannard is now on the Playing Fields committee. The main issues are to increase 
use, repair work on the buildings and grass cutting. 
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All joinery work  

Undertaken 
 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 

 

TAYLORS 
 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 
High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  
9.00am—5.00pm 
Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 
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Bentham Community 
Primary School 
By Claire Pearson, Headteacher 

As we approach half term, children have all 
settled into their new classes and are,              
apparently, looking forward to a week 
off…..already?!                  
     Recently, the works on our new            
wooden trim trail have been                        
completed. Everyone has patiently and 
eagerly awaited the trail’s completion and 
it is absolutely lovely to see children of all 
ages thoroughly enjoying and sharing this 
outdoor activity equipment. Thankfully, the 
weather so far has been kind for the time of 
year, meaning that there have been plenty 
of opportunities for children to play during 
both lunch and break-times. Thank you to 
the School Council for all their input in 
choosing the different parts to the trail and 
also to The Friends of Bentham School for 
financially contributing towards this             
equipment. 
     Children have continued to represent 
their school at sporting fixtures, including 
cross country and football.  Well done to 
Ellie, Ellie and Emily, who recently               
qualified to represent Bentham Community 
Primary School in the area Cross County 
Finals.   
     Following on from the school’s article in 
the previous edition of Bentham News 
about Governor Recruitment, we are 
pleased that a number of individuals from 
the local community with knowledge and 
skills that will both support and enhance 
the school’s Leadership and Management 
Team have expressed an interest in              
becoming a Governor.  We look forward to 
welcoming new members onto the Board 
and facing new and exciting challenges. 
     During October children in years 1 to 6 
worked alongside staff from the Yorkshire 
Dales Millennium Trust to create poppies 
out of willow by weaving the material.  The 
final sculptures are absolutely beautiful, 
perfectly epitomising the symbolic meaning 
of the Scarlet Corn Poppy and its affiliation 

with a lasting memorial to the fallen.  Our 
wonderful sculptures will be on show to 
the community, forming part of a                 
Remembrance Display during November.   
As ever, thank you to the Yorkshire Dales 
Millennium Trust for providing this lovely 
opportunity. 
     On 5th November we will once again              
be acknowledging Guy Fawkes and                  
children have all been given the                        
opportunity to take part in a celebratory 
Bonfire Banquet.  Thank you to Mrs Leak 
and Miss Price for organising this event. 
     During October, November and                   
December parents have been invited into 
classrooms to take part in a ‘Stay and 
Learn’ session. This is a wonderful                  
opportunity for parents to take part in a 
typical lesson in their child’s class. It is               
always lovely to see as many parents as 
possible joining in with activities at the 
school and supporting their child’s                 
learning.  
     This half-term, as a whole school,                   
we have been focussing on children’s               
reading.  As I am sure everyone will              
appreciate, reading is such an important 
skill and to become an enthusiastic reader 
requires daily practice as a child.  To help 
encourage children to read, we are                 
awarding Star Reader Certificates in Praise 
Assembly. If you are an older sibling, aunt, 
uncle, grandmother, grandfather, then why 
not get involved and read a story with               
a young child?  Not only will many fond 
memories be made, but you will also                
be supporting a child’s learning. 
     Finally, we still have a limited number of 
places available in our Nursery provision, 
both during the afternoon and morning 
sessions. As a school, we offer FREE 30 
hour childcare for those families who               
qualify. Alternatively, for those parents 
who are only entitled to 15 free hours, we 
provide the option to pay for afternoon 
sessions; these are excellent value for                 
money at only £4.00 per hour (£12.00 per 
afternoon).  For more information, please 
contact the School Office on 015242 61412. 
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News from our Neighbours 
 

Settle Photographic Group 
Monday 5th November 2018 7.30pm 

Townhead Court, Settle 
Life – A talk by Dave Mason 
Monday 19th November 2018 7.30pm 

Townhead Court, Settle 
Print Competition 
Wednesday 21st November 2018  
Visit – Linton (near Grassington) 
10.30am. To be arranged.  Contact 
web@settlephotos.org 
Look at our website for further details: 
www.settlephotos.org 

 
 

Peace and Justice Week is 5th-9th              
November and at 7.30pm across all 5           
evenings there will be 20 speakers and                
contributors on a range of topics at                  
St Margaret’s Church in Hornby.  
For more information go to  
these4parishes.co.uk 
Monday 5th: Israel-Palestine, speaker             
Robert Cohen (from Bentham) 
Tuesday 6th: Lune Valley Syrian Refugee 
Sponsorship Programme, speaker Peter 
King 
Wednesday 7th: Christian Aid and CAFOD, 
speakers Arton Medd and  Stephen Garsed 
Thursday 8th: Church-sponsored work with 
the homeless in Lancaster and                 
Morecambe 
Friday 9th: In Transition, find out more 
about young people choosing gender             
transition. 
 

St Oswald’s Church,  

Thornton-in-Lonsdale, Saturday 1st             
December 10.30am - 12 midday, Christmas 
Coffee Morning :- Christmas side stalls, 
raffle and children’s craft activities.              
‘Free Entry’. 

 

Saturday 24th November at Hornby            
Village Institute, Main Street, (A683) 
Hornby, Lancaster, LA2 8JR.  

The C.D.F. Trio: Frank Flyn leads on 
keyboard, with Chris Hodder, guitar and 
bass guitar and Dave Minshull drums and 
percussion. Hugely inventive, swinging and 
eclectic music; jazz based but including        
influences from the worlds of pop and            
classical music, and all served up with a 
generous side helping of wit and                    
querkiness. 

Tickets £10, on the door or ring 01524 
22227. Doors and bar open at 7.30pm, music 
from 8pm. 
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Bentham Film Group 
By Stella Hall 

  On  Friday 23rd November                         
Bentham Film Group will be showing in 
Bentham Town Hall 'The Happy 
Prince' (Cert 15). 

Written and directed by Rupert Everett 
who also plays the lead role, this British 
biographical film tells the story of the last 
days of Oscar Wilde. Having been one of 
the most famous authors in England,                 
he now lives in  Paris in exile for 'gross            
indecency with men'. With his health               
failing, the past comes flooding back to 
him, transporting him to other times and 
places. The film also stars Colin Firth and 
Emily Watson. 

As usual, the film starts at 8pm and 
tickets cost £5 on the door. 

 There will be a raffle and refreshments 
in the interval. The Film Group wishes to 
thank local businesses for donating the 
raffle prizes. 
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Events November 
Town Hall Codes: TB Ballroom LH Lower 
Hall WR Wenningdale Room  Others:  
PP Pioneer Projects LW Looking Well  

 SEE PAGES 2 & 3 FOR REMEMBRANCE  
Thurs 1st Town Hall, 9.30-10.30am, Pilates 
 LH. And every Thurs. 
 7-10pm, High  Bentham WI. LH. 
 Bentham Community Library, 
 2-5pm, Great Places: Lakes & Dales, 
 Bob Up drop-in. See page 40. 
 Methodist Church, 2-4pm  
 Welcome-In. Dominoes and tea for 
 all ages, for transport contact  
 Anthony on 63156. And 15th & 29th. 
Fri 2nd Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Saxophone Plus - Sue 
 Bradley & friend 
 Town Hall, 3-5pm, WWI display  
 set-up. LH. 
 5.30-6.30pm, Sally Reid. TB. 
 Methodist Church, 7.30pm, Hymn 
 Festival - Sankey evening. 
Sat 3rd Town Hall, 10am-12noon,   
 Goodenber Play Area Coffee   
 Morning. TB. 
 10am-5pm, WWI display, LH. 
 Footpath, Old Cote Moor Top 
 (Arncliffe), 7.5 miles,  George 
 Sheridan & Finn, 07905 069990.  pg 31 
Sun 4th Town Hall, 12 noon-5pm, WWI 
 display, LH. 
Mon 5th Town Hall,  1-4pm, Indoor Bowls.  
 TB.  And every Monday. 
 7.30pm,  Council Meeting. LH. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Office Open. And every Mon. Not 
 bank holidays. 
 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Mon. Not bank hols. 
 4-6pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance. And every Mon in term time. 
 6.15-7.45pm, Tai Chi. And every 
 Mon in term time. 
 PP, Health Walks for Women, 
 9.20am Lairgill Car Park.  And 12th, 
 19th & 26th. 
 PP, Looking Well, Monthly Carers 
 Group with Making Art for  those 
 with  Memory Loss both 10.15am-
 12.15pm, ring 62672 for details. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11.30am, 
 Toddle In for children aged 1-4 yrs 
 and parents/carers. And every Mon. 
Tues 6th  Town Hall, 9-11.45am, Dance. 
 And every Tues. LH. 
 10am-12noon, Craft Club. And 
 every Tues. WR. 

 6.30-9pm, Slimming World. And 
 every Tues. LH. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Office 
 Open. And every Tues. 
 10am-12noon, Table top games. All 
 Welcome £1. 
 3.45-9pm, Helen Howard School of  
 Dance.  And every Tues term time. 
 PP, Looking Well, 10.30am,  Looking 
 Well Tuesday Café and craft 
 activities. Community Lunch at 1pm 
 with Soup. And 13th, 20th & 27th. 
 11.30-1pm, Creative Writing Group 
 in the library. And 13th, 20th & 27th. 
Wed 7th Town Hall, 10-11.30am, Stepping. 
 Stones. TB. And every Wed. 
 7-8pm, Clubbercise, TB. And every 
 Wed. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon. 
 Post Office Services. And every Wed. 
 11.30am-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Wed. 
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance. And every Wed. in term time. 
 PP, Looking Well, 10.30am-12pm, 
 Sing Along. Tel 62672 for details. 
 And 14th, 21st & 28th. 
 2-4pm, Art for All Art Group. And 
 14th, 21st & 28th.  
 8-9.30pm, Singing for all. Tel. David 
 Burbridge 01539 621166 for further 
 details. And 14th, 21st & 28th. 
 Bentham Community Library,  
 2.30-4.20pm,Basic iPad skills. And 
 14th, 21st & 28th. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11.30am,  
 Coffee Morning. Donations to local 
 Charities. And every Wednesday 
Thurs 8th Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm, 
 Knit and Natter.  Knitting group for 
 any ability, help available. And 22nd. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Bat ’N’ 
 Chat. And every Thurs.  
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of  
 Dance.  And every Thurs. term time  
Fri 9th Footpath, Cat Bells & High Spy, 8.5 
 miles, Jim Shuttleworth, 07767 
 644654. See page 31. 
 PP, Looking Well, 10am-12.30pm, 
 Art Skills Development for details  
 tel 62672. And 16th, 23rd & 30th. 
 1-2.30pm, My Wellbeing College. 
 And 16th, 23rd & 30th. See page 40. 
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age
 Concern. Exercise with Sally.  
   Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Office  
   Open. And every Fri. 
 Town Hall,  2-3pm, Julian Smith 
 Surgery. Office. 
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Sat 10th Town Hall, 10am-12noon,   
 NSPCC Coffee Morning. TB. 
 5.30-11pm, St Boniface event. 
 Vic Inst., 10am-12noon, Book Swap. 
 And every 2nd Sat. 
 Methodist Church, 7.30pm. Saturday 
 Night Live with ‘The Ayrtons’. 
Mon 12th PP, Looking Well, 10.15am-
 12.15pm, Making Art. For those with 
 Memory Loss and their Carers, ring 
 62672 for details. And 19th & 26th.. 
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Exercise with Sally. 

BN DEADLINE 
Tues 13th Bentham Community Library,  
 2pm, Book Group.  
 Methodist Church, 2.15pm, Bright  
 Hour - Jane Proctor & Shirley Pollard 
 On ‘Life in Court’. 
Fri 16th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm,  
 Age Concern. Travelling with Peter 
 and Cecile Nock. 
Sat 17th Town Hall, 10am-12noon,  
 St Boniface Coffee Morning. TB. 
 Ingleborough Community Centre 
 2-4pm Jumble Sale (Pioneer Projects) 
Sun 18th Methodist Church, 10.30am, All 
 Age worship - Toy Service led by 
 Rev Stephen Caddy, lunch to follow. 
Tues 20th Footpath, Sunderland & Basil 
 Points, 8 miles, David & Sheila 
 Longton, 61838. See page 31 
 Looking Well, 7.30pm, BEST 
 Green Café. See page 37. 
Thurs 22nd Bentham Primary School, 7pm, 
 Low Bentham WI. 
Fri 23rd Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Card Making - Kay Piper.  
 Town Hall,  Film Group,  8pm, TB. 
 See page 23. 
Sat 24th Town Hall, 10am-12noon, 
 Agricultural Soc Coffee Morning. TB. 
Sun 25th Footpath, Boulsworth Moor -  
 Wycoller & Trawdon, 8 miles, 
 Graham & Vicky Cooper 62535. pg 31 
Mon 26th Methodist Church, 7.30pm, 
 Ewecross Historical Society,  Fiona 
 Edmonds: Trans-Pennine and Irish Sea 
 contacts in the Viking Age. Visitors: £3  
Fri 30th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age
 Concern. ‘My experiences as a puppy 
 walker’ - Beryl Dennison. 
 7pm, Bentham gardeners meet. For 
 details Robert on 07738 658058. 

 

BN DISTRIBUTION DAY  
 
Sat 1st December  
St John’s Coffee Morning. 
Footpath Walk - see page 31. 
 

 

REDHEADS COAL  
AND GAS 

 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 
All sizes of Bottled Gas delivered 

 

Kindling, Logs, Wood pellets, Prepacked fuel 
Compost and Gro-Bags 

 

We won’t be beaten on Price,  
Quality and Service 

 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

Tel: 015242 41626 
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Police News 
Hello again from PC 830 Babs Parsons, your Neighbourhood 
Officer covering the Bentham and Ingleton area. This is my latest 
report to keep you updated on recent crimes and incidents in              
Bentham and the surrounding area.  
 

Recent Crimes in Bentham: On 18th September we received 
a report of a sexual assault on a female youth in High                  
Bentham. The investigation is ongoing. On 22nd September we received a complaint of 
malicious communications and threats to kill, but the victim does not wish to make a 
formal complaint. At 1.20am on 30th September we received a report of an assault on a 
female member of staff at a pub in High Bentham. An adult female is under                         
investigation.  
 

And Elsewhere in the Area: Between 5th and 12th September over £700 worth of red 
diesel was stolen from a tank supplying a phone mast near Ingleton. Overnight between 
17th-18th September a P-registration plate Land Rover Discovery was stolen from              
outside an isolated, rural house in the Ingleton Ward. The stolen vehicle was located by 
Lancashire Police abandoned on Connaught Road in Heysham. Heavy duty lifting straps 
were found inside which didn't belong to the owner. It is believed that the offenders            
intended to use the vehicle in a crime, possibly an ATM theft.                                    

Around 3am on 20th September we received a call from a farmer to report a theft of his 
quad bike in progress at a farm near Clapham. Officers responded to the call                            
immediately and located a man in a silver VW Passat in suspicious circumstances               
nearby. He made off from police, but officers found the vehicle crashed into a wall and 
abandoned a short time later. Officers and a police dog began a search of the area in 
darkness. At about 4:30am, Police Dog Dixon located a 23-year-old man from Bradford 
under a table in a nearby garden. He was arrested on suspicion of the theft of the car, the 
theft of the quad bike and going equipped for theft. At 7am, a local farmer found the 
stolen quad bike along with another quad, which had also been stolen from a different 
farm in the area that night and dumped in his field. Two other males from Bradford have 
since been arrested in connection with these thefts and are under investigation.  
 

Three Road Traffic Appeals: 
1.  3.50pm on 14th September: We are appealing for information after a man died fol-
lowing a road traffic collision on the A65 near Ingleton. It involved a blue Ford Fiesta 
and a white Mercedes Sprinter Tesco delivery van and occurred close to Whinney Mire 
Lane. The Fiesta was travelling towards Settle and the Sprinter van was heading in the 
opposite direction. The driver of the Fiesta, an 84-year-old man from Guiseley, West 
Yorkshire, was airlifted to Preston Royal Infirmary. Sadly, he passed away a short time 
later. The driver of the Sprinter, a 62-year-old man from Carnforth, escaped with slight 

 

Contact Information: 
 

1 Ring 999 in an emergency or to report a crime in progress 
2 Ring 101 to report incidents or provide information 
3 Ring Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111 to remain anonymous 
4 E-mail barbara.parsons@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 
5 E-mail SNACraven@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk   
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injuries. The A65 was closed in both directions for several hours while the emergency 
services worked at the scene. Officers spoke to witnesses at the scene of the collision; 
however, anyone else who witnessed the crash or who may have dash-cam footage is 
urged to come forward. 
 

2.  2pm on 23rd September: We are appealing for information and dash-cam footage 
after a man died following a serious collision on the B6255, Newby Head. The collision 
involved two motorbikes, a white BMW and a red Honda, and a silver Ford Focus on the 
B6255 Newby Head Pass, near Newby Head Farm. The Focus was travelling from                 
Ingleton towards Hawes and the two motorbikes were travelling in the opposite                
direction. The rider of the white BMW motorbike, a 57-year-old man from Bingley, sadly 
died at the scene. His pillion passenger was airlifted to James Cook University Hospital 
with life threatening injuries and she remains in a critical condition. The rider of the red 
Honda motorbike, a 55-year-old female from Ripon, was airlifted to Leeds General                   
Infirmary with life threatening injuries and also remains in a critical condition.                        
The driver of the Ford Focus and his passenger, a married couple in their 80s from           
Ingleton, were taken by ambulance to Airedale Hospital with minor injuries and have 
since been released. 3 other vehicles travelling behind the Fiesta were damaged by flying 
debris. All emergency services attended, including 4 air-ambulances, and the road was 
closed in both directions for several hours while emergency services worked at the scene. 
Officers spoke to witnesses at the scene of the collision. However, anyone else who          
witnessed the crash or who may have dash-cam footage of the incident or any of the         
vehicles involved is urged to come forward. 
 

3.  At 1.35pm on 27th September: We are appealing for witnesses and information            
following a road traffic collision involving a white van and a 68-year-old male cyclist on 
the A65 between Clapham and Austwick. The cyclist was knocked from his cycle and 
taken by ambulance to Lancaster Royal Infirmary with a suspected back injury.                   
The driver of the van failed to stop after the incident. Police are appealing for witnesses 
or anyone who might have dash-cam footage of the van involved, to get in touch as soon 
as possible to assist the investigation.  
 

BE AWARE OF FRAUD: On 26th September North Yorkshire Police took 25 calls from 
people who'd been contacted by fraudsters claiming to be from HM Revenue & Customs, 
saying the person owes money and if it's not paid a warrant for their arrest will be taken 
out. THIS IS A SCAM – do not part with any money. 
 

Please watch out for fake Netflix and TV Licensing emails. Action Fraud has seen a 
sharp increase in reports about fake TV Licensing emails claiming to offer refunds.              
The emails state that the refund cannot be processed due to ‘invalid account details’.               
The links provided in the emails lead to phishing websites designed to steal personal and 
financial details. There has also been an increase in reports of fake Netflix emails                   
claiming that there’s an issue with your account, or that your account has been                      
suspended. The email states that you need to ‘update’ your account details in order to 
resolve the problem. The link in the emails leads to genuine-looking Netflix phishing 
websites designed to steal your username and password as well as payment details.            
So, always question unsolicited requests for personal or financial information in case it’s 
a scam, and never click on a link in an unexpected email or text.  

For more information on how to stay secure online, visit cyberaware.gov.uk or                 
northyorkshire.police.uk/fraud 
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F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 
01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

MARK WATSON 
HOME & GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 
 

 
Gardening 

and landscaping services,  
mowing, strimming. Hedge cutting, fencing, 

paving, turfing and power washing.  
Loft insulating and pointing. 

 

07759680938   07759680943 
015242 62038 

 Settle Chimney  
Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  
Sweeping Service. 

Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls, Carbon  
Monoxide Detectors Supplied & Fitted. 
National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683  
Mob. 07815 285321  

MEL BOOTH 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

07825749631 
 

GENERAL HANDYMAN,  
GARDEN MAINTENANCE,   

GREAT RATES. 

 

Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 
Mob: 07768 571407 

 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 
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Ewecross Historical Society  
by Mary Taylor 

 

What are the Bowbearers of 
Bowland? 
Mike Winstanley, chairman of the Ewecross 
Historical Society, welcomed members and 
guest speaker, Robert Parker from 
Browsholme Hall, to the first meeting of the 
season held in Bentham Methodist Church 
on Monday 24th September. 

Robert, who is the official Bowbearer 
appointed by the Lord of Bowland, spoke 
about the Bowbearers of Bowland. Now a 
ceremonial office, the first recorded 
Bowbearer was Utrecht de Bolton in 1157, 
when his duties were to police the deer 
park and punish poachers. There are three 
possible sources of the name Bowland,             
pronounced, and sometimes spelt Bolland, 
a bow in the river, the Bowbearer, or land 
of cattle from bu, an old name for a cow.              

Edmund de Alkincotes was the first              
Parker, appointed by John of Gaunt in the 
fourteenth century. Robert, a direct                    
descendant, spoke about the family                  
showing slides of their portraits. He 
showed a map of Bowland, with 
Browsholme in the south and Bentham in 
the north. At one time the family owned a 
huge estate, much of it gained by                  
advantageous marriages, including                  
Ingleton Hall which was acquired in 1754 
when Edward Parker married Catherine 
Bouch. Much of the estate was lost by 
Thomas Lister Parker, a bachelor, who had 
Ingleton Hall demolished, but the entrance 
gateway can still be seen at Browsholme 
Hall. He became bankrupt and sold the 
estate to his cousin.  

The Parker family protected their                    
beautiful Tudor Home from damage in the 
Civil War by gaining letters of protection 
from both sides. Colonel Parker, another 
bachelor, left the estate to Robert, his first 
cousin once removed, in the nineteen                
seventies and the family still live in the 
whole of this historic home. 

Mike thanked Robert, who answered 
many questions and the evening concluded 
with tea and biscuits. 

Churches Together  
By Rev Stephen F. Caddy   
The Methodist Church 
 

Dear Friends, 
This month will be dominated by marking 
the end of The Great War. How long ago 
now seems August 2014 when we began 
the round of centenaries. Did you start with 
determination, even enthusiasm, to honour 
the four years? In 1914 there was                        
determination, even enthusiasm, to see the 
task through. At least when we started the 
commemorations we knew how long it 
would take us, unlike so many who entered 
that dark period in 1914 with no notion 
how or when it would end. 

Did you sometimes over these four years 
forget to remember what happened a                
hundred years before in our families and 
communities, or even become weary of                  
hearing about the whole business? Do you 
have any sense of achievement or regrets 
about how you've marked the memories? 
Have you come up with fresh ideas to make 
the remembrance effective? Have lessons 
been learned from history? Is there a legacy 
to be left to younger generations? 

As I invite you to reflect with me, on 
reflection, it's not about a sense of guilt or                  
satisfaction, but an underlining of the idea 
that we have one more chance to get it right 
before these four years of centenaries also 
pass into history. In public and in private 
on November 11th we are all invited to 
remember the complex tapestry of human                    
experience in the years 1914-1918. 
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November Walks 
By Kate Rowe 
Once I've written this I'm going to be busy 
making some damson jam and delicious 
runner bean soup, having picked the last 
of them yesterday. I've had a bumper crop 
of damsons, and the conkers from my 
horse chestnut tree are the biggest I've ever 
seen them. As Monty Don said on               
Gardeners' World, a good crop of fruit and 
berries doesn't herald a harsh winter but 
reflects the perfect conditions with no 
frosts last spring. Though with some                
headlines suggesting months of snow, 
who will be right, and will we be walking 
in snow on our upland walks in                       
November? 

    Our first November walk of  7.5 miles 
on Saturday 3rd starts at Arncliffe, parking 
in the village. We leave Arncliffe crossing 
the River Skirfare and take a track which 
winds its way, steeply at first, to the ridge 
on Old Cote Moor Top. On reaching the 
top of the ridge there should be good 
views over the surrounding country.              
We then turn left and walk along the ridge 
to the trig point on Firth Fell. Walking 
beyond the Trig point, we pick up the 
track coming over from Buckden.                   
Following this track we descend to Litton, 
from where we walk down the River                  
Skirfare and back to Arncliffe. 

     On Friday 9th we park at Little Town 
in the Newlands Valley for an 8.5 mile 
walk up Cat Bells and High Spy.                        
Wainwright describes Catbells as "a family 
fell where grandmothers and infants can 
climb the heights", so the grandmothers in 
our group should be fine! We follow the 
path to Skelgill and up to join the main 
path to climb Cat Bells and carry on along 
its ridge across Maiden Moor to High Spy. 
Proceeding towards Rigg Head and Dale 
Head Tarn, we turn back north and follow 
the valley route back to Little Town.                
Another walk which should have good 
views. 

      We park on the foreshore at Potts 
Corner near Middleton on Tuesday 20th 
for an 8 mile walk. Our route takes us 
along the shore round Sunderland Point, 
then follows the road to Lades Bridge 
where we continue to Basil Point.                  

To return to the cars, we go through              
Overton then Middleton via Moss Lane, 
then past the former Holiday Camp to end 
up on the shore and back to Potts Corner 
Car Park. 

     The walk on Sunday 25th goes from 
Wycoller up onto the fells at Boulsworth in 
East Lancashire. We start from the public 
car park at Wycoller (fee £1 for the whole 
day) and head across the fields  past Slack 
Head Farm, Great Hill Farm, New Laithe 
Farm and Lodge Moss Farm to the                  
Pennine Bridleway at Boulsworth Dyke. 
We turn left here and follow the Pennine 
Bridleway to Brink End where we transfer 
to the Bronte Way into Wycoller where 
there is a cafe for those who want one. 
From there its a short walk back to the car 
park. Distance 7½ miles. 
     Don't miss our December walk on             
Saturday 1st. This is a 6.5 mile circular 
walk starting at Melling. We go via             
Tatham Church, Wennington, then across 
to Wrayton and walk alongside the Greta 
back to Melling. 
   All walks leave Lairgill at 9.30am. 
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Teen Book Review 

By Daisy Redfern 

“Shouldn’t You Be In School?”  

By Lemony Snicket 
Following ‘The Series of Unfortunate 
Events’, in 2012 Lemony Snicket published 
his first book in the series ‘All the Wrong 
Questions’. It follows a young Lemony 
Snicket, who is acting as a detective within 
his secret organisation.  

The third book in this quartet, ‘Shouldn’t 
You Be in School?’, was published in 2014. 
In this book, we are being pulled even more 
into mysteries with Snicket’s ingenious 
writing. Snicket always introduces the book 
whilst subtly recapping from the last one; 
yet he does this without patronising the 
reader. Not only is this continuation from 
the previous instalment useful for us, it 
forces us to wonder what is to come.  

Throughout the book, the villain                    
Hangfire is gaining more and more power. 
He resides over the town at the “top-drawer 
education”, steadily acquiring more                     
innocent people in order to change the town 
for the worse. With engaging description, it 
feels like we are all part of Snicket’s team 
and share the same secrets. If you have read 
the first series as well, it is easy to spot its 
links in this quartet; and when they come 
around it is both shocking and exciting.  

Snicket setting up the mystery in a town 
like Stain’d-By-The-Sea is clever because it 
is so isolated and empty. Therefore we are  

 

inclined to feel in even more danger when 
things begin to go wrong with no one                
nearby to help. Furthermore, as the town 
gets more shrouded in mystery, the line              
between who we can trust and who we            
cannot becomes blurry. 

There are very few books in which we 
feel like we are helping just by reading, but 
in this series we are both witness to and 
participants in the events that unfold. 
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A Day out for Dementia  
Friendly Keighley  
in Forest of Bowland 

By Gerald Townson  
015242-98940,  
the.bentham.line@gmail.com 
Drizzle did nothing to dampen the spirits 
of a group of people from Dementia 
Friendly Keighley who enjoyed a day out 
in the Forest of Bowland AONB on                  
Monday 3rd September. The trip to                
Gisburn Forest near Slaidburn was                     
organised by the Bentham Line (Leeds-
Morecambe Community Rail Partnership) 
with assistance from Northern, the local 
rail operator, and the Forest of Bowland 
AONB. The overall feeling I had from the 
day was one of ‘renewed confidence’ from 
those participating, with people expressing 
the thought 'I can still do this’. 

We were accompanied by Nick Garnett, 
a journalist who works for BBC Radio 5 
Live who was using the opportunity to find 
out what we are doing through the                
Community Rail Partnership and how we 
are making a positive impact on those          
living with dementia and their carers. Nick 
had plenty of opportunity to ask people 
about their experiences of living with             
dementia. His recordings on the day were 
used to create audio and video recordings 
which were broadcast on the radio station 
on Friday 7th September and released on 
the BBC News website the same day. The 
video was also broadcast on BBC Look 
North, and North West Tonight the same 
weekend. The link to the video is:   
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-
45433043/staff-taught-to-make-rail-line-
dementia-friendly 
 

Wow! What an Evening! 

By Lilian Barton 
On Saturday 22nd September St Mary's 
Parish Church in Kirkby Lonsdale was the 
beautiful venue for a very special occasion. 
The Rotary Club of Lunesdale hosted the 
Llanddulas Choir from Colwyn Bay,             
conducted and accompanied by their             

Musical Director, Eirlys Dwyryd. The          
concert was a complete sell-out with every 
possible seat taken. There is no doubt that 
everyone enjoyed the performance and the 
choir's visit was a huge success. On behalf 
of the Club President, Hugh Sweeney, and 
all the club members, I would like to thank 
the generous sponsors of the concert: The 
Orange Tree and Free House Kirkby                
Lonsdale, The Royal Barn Kirkby Lonsdale, 
Booths and NatWest Bank. Above all, 
thank you to the 300 plus people who 
attended. I am delighted to announce that 
the concert raised in excess of £2,500, which 
will be donated to local charities. 

Volunteers Needed to  
Support People living with 
Dementia 
By Amy Smith 
Side by Side is an Alzheimer’s Society             
service that is helping people living with 
dementia to continue to take part in                
activities that they enjoy. The aim of Side 
by Side is to tackle social isolation and 
loneliness in people living with dementia. 
The service enables people living with            
dementia to retain or re-engage in hobbies 
and interests, which could be anything 
from attending a cycling group, taking part 
in a singing session or going out for a walk 
with a volunteer.  

Alzheimer’s Society is looking for people 
in Bentham, and surrounding areas, who 
would like to become Side by Side                 
volunteers! The role of a Side by Side               
volunteer is extremely rewarding,                   
completely flexible and would appeal to a 
wide variety of people. Volunteers provide 
invaluable, person centred opportunities 
for people living with dementia based in 
the community. Side by Side Volunteers 
are carefully matched with people living 
with dementia based on interests so they 
can support each other to do the things that 
they love! 

If you would like to find out more             
information about the role of a Side by Side 
Volunteer, contact Amy Smith on                      
07889 603 919 or email  

sidebysideacw@alzheimers.org.uk  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-45433043/staff-taught-to-make-rail-line-dementia-friendly
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-45433043/staff-taught-to-make-rail-line-dementia-friendly
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-45433043/staff-taught-to-make-rail-line-dementia-friendly
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The Happiness Hub Opens a 
New Yoga Studio 

By Katherine Beaumont (07557-768047 and  

info@thehappinesshub.uk) 

The Happiness Hub in Bentham is opening its doors for a 
FREE day of yoga, horse meditation, nutrition, food and 
other workshops to celebrate the launch of its brand-new 
yoga studio. If you wish to be invited to the Riverside Studio 
launch, then please email the address above. You will be 
asked to fill out a form, then all you have to do is wait for 
the date to be announced. 

The Happiness Hub is a beautiful place on the River 
Wenning offering all kinds of yoga, meditation,                      
mindfulness, sound therapy, ecotherapy, retreats and 
many other alternative workshops and classes. We help 
people take a break from the fast pace of modern life and 
use nature and animals to help them reconnect with their 
inner peace, joy and creativity. The river, wildflower 
meadow, organic vegetable garden, paddocks, horses 
and llama help to make our events unique. A full                 
schedule of what we have on offer in 2019 is available on 
request. 

mailto:info@thehappinesshub.uk
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COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 
MOB 07765 882579 

 

 

LOGS LOGS LOGS 
Kiln Dried Firewood 

Seasoned Logs, Bags or Loads 
Cash and Carry  
Pick up Point 

 

Bentham Road, Ingleton 
 

Call David on:  015242 41521 
Mobile: 07713055404 
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BEST not to FRACK! 

By Richard Wilson 

Last month saw the publication of a                     
scientific report by the International 
Panel for Climate Change –                   
requested from them by international               
politicians – on what will happen to us if 
global warming exceeds 1.5°C above                  
pre-industrial levels; it has already passed 
the 1° mark. Their conclusion? Nothing 
good.  

But BEST isn’t about gloom, and neither 
was the report, which focused instead on 
whether it’s possible to do anything before 
it’s too late. The good news is that if the 
whole world acts together, now, then we 
may be able to avoid the scientists’                      
worst-case scenario. 

So what action? The main thing is to             
recognise that existing climate targets are 
inadequate, and to stop burning fossil fuels 
– in transport, in power stations, in our 
homes – by 2050. This is a huge ask, for 

governments and for us, as it will mean 
real and difficult changes to the way we 
all live - though the changes that would 
be forced on us later if we don’t act now 
would be far harder. 

Our government’s response has been 
disappointingly complacent: “We are on 
track”. That was true, but we’re now falling 
behind our existing easy climate goals, and 
making things worse by supporting               
exploration for UK shale gas, instead of 
encouraging renewables. 

It’s this hypocrisy that has driven people 
to risk their freedom demonstrating against 
fracking near Blackpool; four were jailed 
last month for peacefully protesting. 

What’s your preference? Live for today, 
or for tomorrow? For ourselves, or for our 
children? We’re going to discuss the issues 
at the next Green Café on Tuesday 20th 
November, 7.30pm at Looking Well in King 
Street. Delicious refreshments as always 
(donations appreciated). 
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September at Age Concern  
By Olive Calverley 

Sadly, we report the death at age 95 years 
of Frances Clarke, a founder member of 
Age Concern. We have happy memories of               
Fannie and send condolences to her family. 

On September 7th, Gerald Townson took 
us on a picturesque tour through the city of 
Innsbruck: onion domes, spectacular views 
from the funicular railway, bright red trams 
and scarlet trains. We were taken to South-
east Switzerland where the Alps loom over             
everything and to the Rhine Valley where 
the UNESCO World Heritage Site                     
celebrated the railway line’s centenary.           
Finally, we came home via a very colourful 
journey on The Bentham Line – most               
enjoyable. 

On September 14th, we did very                      
energetic exercises to music with Sally. On 
September 21st, Peter Marshall set us a              
musical quiz – a love story told in                       
well-known tunes, which was very                   
nostalgic in places. 

 

On September 28th, 
we celebrated Dot 
Rose’s 91st birthday. 
Then Anne Millar and Anne Beck shared 
memories of training at Leeds General             
Infirmary from 1948 onwards. There were 
humorous anecdotes and sad stories. The 
trainee doctors played lots of pranks, and 
Matron never knew that her Mini spent 
some time in the upper floor corridor! 

Many thanks to our secretary for                    
arranging such an interesting programme. 
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and Bentham  
CommunityLibrary 
 

By Lynda Graveson 

 
My Wellbeing College are delivering courses at 
Looking Well on Friday afternoons (see diary dates) as 
part of Pioneer Projects Mental Health and Wellbeing                
Community Hubs. If you would like further             
information, or to enrol, please email:                                
bmywellbeingcollege.nhs.uk or telephone 0300 555 5551 
or just come along on the day. 

Great Place: Lakes and Dales are holding a 
'Bob Up' session in Bentham Community Library on 
Thursday 1st November, drop in any time between 
2pm-5pm. They will be asking local creatives and 
residents what is currently on offer for arts and            
culture in Craven, and what's missing? They are 
looking for young people who have great ideas but 
don't know how to make them happen. This 
‘Bob Up’ event is a chance to introduce yourself, 
share your ideas and tell ‘Great Place: Lakes and 
Dales’ how they could help make ideas reality. They want to support residents as well as 
the current and next generation of musicians, writers, artists, performers and everyone in 
between, to develop ideas and make them happen. 

Pioneer Projects has been fundraising for the memory loss and mental health and                  
wellbeing groups. We had a successful weekend at Yarndale Festival in Skipton. Thank 
you to everyone who made butterflies and sent them in, donated money for the butterflies 
and volunteered to man the stall over the weekend. Almost 3,500 butterflies had been 
hand-made for the event by people from Skipton to Norfolk and Australia to Croatia.             
Finally, a massive thank you to Yarndale Festival for choosing Pioneer Projects as their 
local charity this year. We raised a magnificent £2,339.94.  

We are also extremely grateful to Bentham Line Dancers for their kind donation of 
£100. On Saturday November 17th we will be holding a Jumble Sale at Ingleborough 
Community Centre. Please come along and support us . 
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That’s Showbiz - 
Henry Garlick  
Remembers 
Abridged version of a tale by Henry Garlick  
During the Second World War, public          
spirited members of the Bentham                      
community found ways of showing their 
appreciation to those who had joined the 
armed forces to defend our country. One 
such scheme of practical support and              
community cooperation was the ‘3B’s 
Fund’ – an enterprise run entirely by          
volunteers. The idea was to raise funds 
from biannual theatrical performances held 
at High Bentham Town Hall. The proceeds 
from these events were used to send a              
5-shilling postal order to each serving 
member of the defence forces who hailed 
from the villages of Low Bentham,                 
High Bentham and Burton-in-Lonsdale:                    
The three B’s.   

The entertainment style followed the 
Gang Show format, originally made                    
popular in London in the 1930s by the 
Scouts and Girl Guides. In Bentham, Gang 
Show performances included a cascade of 
theatrical acts including singing, dancing 
and acting in a revue format, which was 
extremely popular and proved to be a         
welcome distraction from the austerity of 
the war years. The success of the shows 
drew on the music hall experience of a            
Russian émigré and his dancing and                
singing partners who had settled in                   
Bentham. Together with the contribution of 
developing local talent, performances were 
a great success and eagerly anticipated.            
A feature of the show routines was a local 
dancer whose talent and skill eventually 
led to star billing status. Billboards                  
proclaimed the attributes of the dancer, 
including her formal dancing qualifications 
acknowledged by a string of prestigious 
letters and awards after her name.  

For a time, the status quo was a winning 
formula, and all went well until a                      
disagreement marred proceedings, and the                
organising committee was forced to plan 
future performances without the star. This 
outcome produced a dilemma. How could 
the show go on without a dancer who had 
the appropriate status of her predecessor as 

shown by her dancing               
qualifications? In the event, 
this vexatious problem            
appeared to have been             
overcome rather quickly. 
When the next performance 

was advertised, top billing was given to a 
new dancer whose name was followed by 
the abbreviated qualifications of ‘BBDIB’,             
emphasised as B.B.D.I.B. on posters.               
Such an impressive post-nominal tag 
helped to attract audiences to the next 
Gang Show performance. But those close to 
the former star attraction were curious to 
know what ‘BBDIB’ actually meant, though 
no one was prepared to publicly show their 
ignorance.   

At the time, your correspondent was a 
part-time reporter for several local                 
newspapers. This role gave me some                
licence to ask questions in the community 
and I was keen to solve this pressing issue. 
However, despite diligent enquiry, no one 
seemed to know the answer. Finally, I              
invited the Russian émigré to the snug bar 
at the Royal Oak hoping that over a shared 
pint the truth would be revealed. I put the 
question and at first he scolded me for my 
ignorance saying that he thought a man of 
my education would have known. But with 
a broadening smile he added that the              
abbreviation ‘BBDIB’ actually stood for: 
‘Best Blooming Dancer in Britain’. 

This jaw-dropping simple truth was 
never mentioned to anyone else in case it 
caused friction. For at the time there were 
theatrical sensitivities, not to mention egos, 
to consider. It was far better to put the           
obscure acronym down to an inspired              
invention designed to keep the show            
going. After all, that’s part of showbiz! 
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Exciting New Future for 
the Playing Field  
By Lisa Guy (chair – Bentham Playing Field 
Association – 07834-902287,  
benthamplaying@gmail.com or via Facebook) 
I am really pleased to report that the first 
meeting of the new Playing Field                      
Committee took place on 2nd October. BN 
readers will be aware that in the last few 
years our playing field area has been going 
through tough times, with local sports 
clubs folding. However, we still have what 
many say is potentially “the best sports field 
in the area”. The field is actually owned by 
Angus Fire, who bought it originally from 
a local farmer on the understanding that it 
was to be used as a playing field for sport 
and community recreation. The ‘Bentham                 
Playing Field Association’ is still a                    
registered charity, and a representative 
from Angus is on the new committee,             
being supportive of all the new, exciting 
ideas that we are working on to breathe 
new life into this much-needed facility in 
Bentham.  

We want to make this into a space that 
can used by the whole community.                     
Remember Tom Wills’ comment in his BN 
interview (September BN page 5) “Bentham 
is an excellent place to live until you’re about 
12. After that there is  nothing.” Well, one of 
our ideas is to build a youth shelter where 
young people can hang out with their 
friends, in the dry, without causing a            
nuisance to nearby residents. In response 
to the questionnaire that was distributed 
by Pam Woof and the previous Playing 

Field Committee, we are also considering 
developing a park area and a different type 
of play area. We are applying for grants 
and drawing up plans for these future           
developments. We have been into local 
schools and spoken to teenagers who we 
are going to involve in both designing and 
planning and in the funding applications.  

We are actually able to use the existing 
facilities right now. The playing field has a 
pavilion with excellent changing rooms, 
toilets and showers, which we will hire out 
for £15 an hour, or a negotiated amount for 
the whole day. Anyone interested in this 
should get in touch using the contact             
details at the top of this article. 

We are getting support from Santa – 
what about you too? 

Apart from applying for grants, we have 
already held 2 car boot sales (more are 
planned for May onwards in 2019) and 
sold cakes at the Bentham Bonfire coffee 
morning and have raised £570. We would 
love to get support from local people and 
local businesses, as we feel that Bentham 
Playing Field could have a really exciting 
future. Setting an example, Santa has               
already said that despite being really busy 
in the lead up to Christmas, he will come to 
the Playing Field Pavilion on Saturday 15th 
December from 2pm-5pm to meet children 
and families – there will also be a bouncy 
castle, face painting, lots of games and 
some mulled wine…fun for everyone. 
 
 

 

 
 

Bentham News is published by a voluntary editorial committee consisting of Shirley Brown, 
Bob Clark, Kathleen Kelly, Ros Lloyd, Howard Matthew, Anne Preston, Jane Proctor, Richard 
Wallace, Pam Woof, and Denise Henshaw - co-ordinator, who can be contacted on 07770-
801591 c/o Emma’s Hair and Beauty, 29 Main Street, Bentham LA2 7HQ. Emma Greenep 
works alongside Denise administering the advertising side of the paper and can be reached on 
ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk. Every effort is made to ensure that information contained in the 
paper is correct; however, Bentham News is an open access paper and views and opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the editorial committee. The committee reserves the 
right to edit contributions. We are willing to withhold names on request, but names, addresses 
and telephone numbers must accompany  all  items  for publication.  
Email to:- info@thebenthamnews.co.uk or hand in to Emma’s Hair and Beauty in the Main 
Street or use our website www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 

Copy deadline is 12th November for the December edition. Please note we cannot                  
guarantee the inclusion of any articles after this date. We aim to acknowledge all emails, if you 
do not receive a reply to an email, contact us again, as it may not have been received. 
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We’ve Been Here For 6 
Months! 
By Jane Richmond (Tel: 07734-289870) 
The Scoliosis Choices & Support UK Shop 
opened its door to welcome the people of 
Bentham and the surrounding areas on 
Wednesday 2nd May, and six months later 
we are still going strong thanks to people’s 
continued support. In that time, we have 
improved the layout of the shop by moving 
the counter to a more welcoming position, 
received the very kind donation of a 
‘Gondola Island’ from Lakeland, increased 
the selection of products and the team have 
had fun dressing the windows with themes 
such as the 1918 Representation of the             
People Act for the Carnival, Gardening, 
Baking and Halloween. We have also held a 
Scoliosis Awareness Day Coffee Morning, 
and a Halloween Quiz at the Hogg’s n’ 
Heifers and supported others, such as 
Trash & Treasure, Cedar House and other 
individuals, organisations or charity shops 
through re-donating goods. 

We are upfront and honest about what 
we are doing here, which is fundraising for 
Daniel’s VBT back operation that he could 

not get on the NHS, and after we have 
reached our target we then hope to contin-
ue to support others in the same situation. 

How have we done so far?  We have had 
1,397 donations, the core team (Jane,                 
Deborah, Rachel) of volunteers have 
worked 1,832.5 hours (unpaid,) we have 
recycled 1,343 kilos of clothes, shoes, bags 
and books, saving them from landfill, and 
have spent a considerable amount of time 
online responding to and supporting                
people with their enquiries about Scoliosis. 
The shop has also provided a hub for the 
community and people love to come in for 
a chat.  We are also pleased that our                 
combined fundraising has at six months 
managed to raise nearly £10,000 towards 
the operation.  

So, thanks to everyone who has support-
ed us. We still have a long way to go and 
appreciate your continued support. 
Scoliosis Choices & Support Shop UK, Main 
Street, High Bentham is open Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 9am to 5pm and 
Thursday and Saturday 9am to 1pm, and or email 
us at scoliosiscsuk@gmail.com or message us 
through our Facebook Page – Scoliosis Choices & 
Support UK Fundraising Shop. 
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What To Look Out For In           
November 

By Sue Halsall 

You may be surprised to see a butterfly 
flying during November, but, if you do it is 
probably a Red Admiral as in autumn they 
feed on ivy flowers 
and rotting fruit. So, 
if you have windfall 
apples on your lawn, 
leave them there for 
these butterflies to 
refuel on. If you 
have any bruised apples you don’t want, 
put them out for them. They do not over-
winter here but fly south and new arrivals 
will be here in spring – it is amazing to 
think that butterflies can migrate to and 
from North Africa! Another migrant is the 
hummingbird hawkmoth, a large, day-
flying moth that is not very common this 
far north, although with climate change we 
may see more of them. The photo of this 
fascinating hawkmoth was taken by Marie 
Rooke in her garden near Low Bentham 

(above), and, as you can see, it lives up to its 
name. 

If you can            
get to Stainforth, 
walk down the 
lane to Stainforth 
Foss. November 
is a good time to 
watch salmon 
leaping up the 

waterfall. The best time to go is after a day 
of rain as then there is a lot of water going 
over the falls. The salmon are swimming 
upstream from the sea in the river where 
they hatched, in              
order to spawn. Whilst 
you are over there,           
be sure to visit the           
Hoffman Lime Kiln 
near Langcliffe. 

I frequently hear 
tawny owls at night as I 
always have the                  
window open. The 
“kewick” sound is the female and the “hoo 
hoo” sound is the male. I came across a             
survey run by the British Trust for                        
Ornithology who are asking people to            
listen out and record the calls on their web-
site. Go to www.bto.org and on the home 
page is all the information you need. They 
are trying to find out if numbers are going 
down and if, for example, the owls are 
affected by artificial lighting. 

http://www.bto.org/
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Station Celebrates 7th Birthday and 
Half-a-Million Passengers Travelling 
on the Bentham Line Annually  

By Gerald Townson (Chairman of Friends of Bentham Station) 

It was party time at Bentham Station on Friday 14th September as the Friends of                    
Bentham Station (FoBS) celebrated their 7th birthday. Also present was a group from 
Mytholmroyd Station Partnership (MSP) with whom FoBS has been twinned for the last 
two years. Other guests represented various railway organisations including Northern, 
the Association of Community Rail Partnerships (ACoRP), the Lancaster and Skipton 
Rail User Group and the Bentham Line Community Rail partnership which shares the 
offices at Bentham Station.  Joining them were members of Bloomin’ Bentham, who             
generously give their time to tend the gardens and tubs at the station, along with several 
local people who have helped FoBS with various projects. 

Gifts were exchanged, as has become the custom at these events. A framed copy of a 
new poster of Bentham Station created in a 1930s style was presented to Geoff and Sue 
Mitchell of MSP. And in return Sue gave me some of her own pottery; a low relief plaque 
depicting me!  

I also presented a framed 
copy of the project poster to 
Richard Isaac of Northern (the 
local train operator) and Ian Da-
vis of ACoRP, for their              
work on the Dementia and                    
Community Rail project which is 
currently taking place on the 
Bentham Line.  
 

Photo by Geoff Mitchell shows             
Gerald Townson presenting              
Richard Isaacs and Ian Davis with     
a framed copy of the project poster 
for their work on the Dementia and 
Community Rail project. 
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Bentham News Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £18 local—£25 non local One eighth page colour £23 local—£30 non local 
One quarter page £35 local—£48 non local One quarter page colour £46 local—£56 non local 
One half page £80 local—£105 non local One half page colour £105 local—£125 non local 
Flyers  £150 commercial   Flyers £75 charity 
Pages 2 & 3 Spotlight Double Page Spread—advertising feature—£150          
People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   
 

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 
 

Send to ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk (or call 07770 801591) 
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Poppies cascading over the porch at St John’s Church into ground                                                             

marked by crosses bearing the names of Bentham men killed in  

World War One.  

Find us on Facebook the bentham news find us on the web www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 

 Photo by Allan Hartley 


