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Find us on Facebook the bentham news find us on the web www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 

The Nutcracker Kings arrive in Bentham 
Bentham is holding its first “Nutcracker Trail” on Friday 14th December until Sunday 16th                 
December. There will be a competition to find the letter on each of the Nutcracker Kings (located 
inside or outside various shops and businesses), which will help to complete a crossword, and a 
colouring competition for children. The prize will be a £50 voucher to spend in participating 
shops and prizes for the best in the colouring competitions (4 age categories).  Entry sheets will 
be available in participating shops and will be distributed at Bentham Primary School.  

A special thanks to Sean and Beth at Odin Events Ltd for supplying the Nutcracker Kings 

Photo by Jon Brook of 

Bentham Imaging 
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Red Willow Poppies 
By Claire Pearson, Headteacher 
Spectacular red willow poppies were made by many children at Bentham Community 
Primary School under the watchful eye of willow-weavers brought in by Yorkshire Dales                
Millennium Trust. The aim was to create a large-scale visual display as part of the 
school's learning on Remembrance Day and this very special anniversary year. Children 
in Classes 4 and 5 also learnt about soldiers with local connections to Bentham who gave 
their lives in the First World War. The display outside school was created with all             
children from Nursery to Year 6 making a felt, paper or knitted poppy. The large-scale 
red willow poppies will be moved to our Wildlife Garden to become a permanent                
feature. 
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Photo of Cedar House School’s display (above) by Allan Hartley, and of School Hill WWI display 

(below) by Wendy Smith.  
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People of Bentham - Kathy Cartledge 
This month we are featuring Kathy Cartledge, aged 76, who, with her husband Barrie, 
owns and manages a Certified Location Caravan Site for up to 5 caravans and 4 holiday 
cottages at Oysterber Farm, just outside Low Bentham, and with her son, Lee, has a 
successful pottery where they hold classes and also have a colourful retail outlet. The 
simplicity of the way of life here really suits them. 
 

How long have you lived in Bentham and what brought you here? 

We came here in the hot summer of 1976. We were living in Little Thornton, near 
Thornton Cleveleys, and Barrie was doing some surveying work for Angus Fire. We liked 
the area because it was so good for walking and cycling. Barrie had always been em-
ployed in the construction industry, and we’d bought and done up a number of cottages, 
but I really wanted to set up a pottery, so we bought Oysterber Farm with its various out-
buildings as a massive project. I’d been fascinated with pottery ever since I saw that BBC 
interlude film in the 1950s, a long time ago now, where all you could see were hands 
working clay on a wheel (Editor’s note: you can still see it on YouTube). It inspired me to 
learn the skill of potting, which I did at evening classes at Blackpool Tech and whilst 
there jointly made a mural for the front of Booth’s store with my teacher, and then later 
worked for a subsidiary of Poole pottery for a short time in Blackpool. 

 

Tell us something about yourself that people wouldn’t normally know. 

I used to play piano for a C of E Sunday School in Fleetwood, and I can still recite a list of 
all the books in the Bible, in the right order! (Editor’s note: we know this is true, because 
Kathy did the recitation during the interview!)  

Some plots of land in Cleveleys, where we then lived, became available for building 
when the local Cleveleys Hydro Hotel was pulled down in 1961, so we bought one and 
built a house together before we got married. It’s a good test of whether you will get 
along! We’ve now been married for 55 years. 

I’ve cycled in many places around the world, including Cuba, and I’ve sailed in small 
yachts across the Irish Sea and the Greek Islands. 

Also, I once threw a welly boot at Barrie, but he ducked and it broke a window! 

We are shareholders in B4RN and host a Cabinet on our land that serves the Low                  
Bentham area. 

 

If you could travel anywhere, where would you like to go? 

I love the mountain areas of Europe but would also love to see The Taj Mahal, The Great 
Wall of China, Machu Picchu, and I’d like to see all of the Terracotta Army. 

 

What does a perfect day look like to you? 

Going on a nice, long run with friends from ‘Bentham Beagles’, cycling with either Barrie 
or with friends. A day of yoga and meditation. 

 

  If you could witness any event of the past, present or future, what would it be? 
I would just like to see more peace and harmony in the world. 

 

Are there world events you remember particularly from when you were growing up? 
The assassination of JFK in 1963 and in July 1969, I stopped up to watch Neil Armstrong, 
the first man to walk on the moon. I was trying to sleep on the floor in front of the TV 
beforehand. 
 

Is there anyone who has had the most influence on your life?  

There are some famous studio potters who have had a major influence on what I do: Ber-
nard Leach, Hans Coper, Lucie Rie are probably the most famous ones, and many people 
from the world of yoga. 
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What’s the worst job you’ve ever done? 

Working for the Tax Office, which was the first job I did when I left school. I remember 
having to decide what was earned and unearned income, and then having to calculate 2/9 
of earned income for tax relief (without a computer, there weren’t any back then). 

 

If you had an unlimited budget, what investment would you make in Bentham? 

A community-based sports facility in Bentham, with a swimming pool, would be lovely, 
or perhaps a better cycling route to Bentham from the Lancaster cycle way. 

 

What’s your most treasured possession? 
I know they’re not possessions, but I do totally love my family, even including Barrie! We 
have 2 sons, Lee, who is in business with us here, and Paul, who lives in Wimbledon and 
has a recording studio in Soho. And we have 3 grandchildren, one is studying medicine 
at Birmingham University, the other 2 are still at school, one in London and one here at 
QES Kirkby Lonsdale. 

 

How do you relax? 
I do yoga almost every morning and evening. I am qualified as a yoga teacher and teach a 
weekly yoga class in Wray. Making pots can also be meditative at times, unless we are 
behind with a large order. 

 

What did you want to be when you were growing up? 

I always wanted to be a teacher until the year of GCE ‘O’ levels when, for some reason, I 
wanted to leave school and made the disastrous decision to work in the Tax Office! 

 

Is there a book, film or live event that you have enjoyed recently? 

I’ve just finished reading 2 interesting books by Justin Hill about the period just before 
1066, but Jane Austen’s ‘Pride and Prejudice’ is still my favourite. I like watching mini-
series on TV, such as ‘Killing Eve’, ‘The Bodyguard’ and especially ‘Game of Thrones’. 

Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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Valerie Harrold 
25th December 1946 -  
25th September 2018 
By Diane Armstrong 

Bentham Beagles Running Club sadly bid 
farewell to one of their founders. 

It was with great sadness that on 25th 
September 2018 Valerie Harrold sadly 
passed away at Holehird Nursing Home in 
Windermere.   

Valerie only lived in High Bentham for 
three years, but in such a short time she 
made a lasting impression on everyone she 
met.  Not only was she one of the                   
co-founders of the successful Bentham         
Beagles Running Club, she was also a           
member of the footpath group as well as a 
regular visitor to Shapely Does It. Valerie 
embraced the community life and really 
enjoyed her time in Bentham. 

As many of you will know, Valerie sadly 
had a life changing accident five years ago 
whilst on a walking holiday in Austria, 
which left her requiring full time nursing 
care. Valerie will sadly be missed by her 
family and friends.   

One of Valerie’s many passions in life 
was running, which is something that has 
truly rubbed off onto me her daughter-in-
law and her son, Nick. Back in 2012 I            
completed my first marathon with Valerie 
to mark her 65th birthday and prior to          
Valerie having her accident I was fortunate 
enough to run another 4 marathons with 
her.  Since Valerie’s accident in September 
2013, Nick and I have continued running 
marathons, both with the goal of running 
100 marathons each.  We are now getting 
ever closer to the big 100 and we have           
decided to host our own marathon here in 
Bentham.  It will be UKA approved course 
and will take place on May 18th 2019            
starting and finishing at Bentham Golf 
Club.  All the profit from the marathon will 
go to Leonard Cheshire Holehird Nursing 
Home in memory of Valerie. For further 
information on the marathon, please visit 
www.benthambeagles.co.uk   

Along with Valerie’s husband Peter          
Harrold, Nick, myself and our son Harry 
would like to say a special thank you to 
everyone who has offered us support          
during this difficult time.  We are especially 
grateful to Holehird Nursing Home for the 
excellent care and compassion that not only 
they showed Valerie but to us as a family.  
We would like to also thank Jimmy               
Macdonald at B&W Funerals for all his 
support.   

 

Don’t forget the BN deadline date 
 is 12th December for the January edition 
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Bentham Bonfire 2018 – Lots of People to Thank!  

By Bryan Jeffs, Emma Greenep, Tim Stannard and Liz Lister 

Follow us on Facebook: Bentham Bonfire or visit our webpage: www.benthambonfire.org 

At the start of the year, the four of us met as the new Bentham Bonfire Committee to                
discuss the 2018 bonfire and firework display.... fast forward 10 months and, having 
spent a cold October weekend pretty much living at the Auction Mart yard, it is safe to 
say that not only are we a bit more informed about all things bonfire and firework                  
related, but we saw for ourselves the reason why we all signed up, namely the fab              
fireworks and the amazing community spirit we have in Bentham. One thing is for sure, 
we had a blast and are already discussing next year’s event.  

The crowd enjoyed entertainment from a steel band, T&T Merrymakers, Mandy Booth 
from Simply Delicious did the catering with a fantastic bonfire feast and North                 
Yorkshire Fire Brigade’s Bentham crew brought their engine to the event. All money 
raised will be ploughed back to put the event on next year. However, it wouldn't run 
without the help of local traders, businesses and our volunteers. A massive thank you to 
Angus Fire and the Town Council for their generous donations, Bentham Auction Mart 
for use of the yard, Myers Building Supplies for the wagon load of pallets, Iain           
Henshaw for sound and lighting, Andrew from the print shop for our posters, Mandy for 
the catering, St John's Ambulance for keeping us safe, Audio Works for the PA system, 
Thomas Marshall for the loan of the tractor and Walk the Plank for a fantastic firework 
display. Bryan from the Black Pig is not only our committee Chair but has hosted all our 
meetings and kept us in coffee - so thank you! Also, thanks go to those who                           
sold  and accepted volunteer drink tokens for us (Riverside Caravan Park, Total Well-        
being,  Temptations, Flowerfields, Black Pig, Coach House, Black Bull, Horse and Farrier, 
and the Hoggs & Heifers), and all our fabulous volunteers and those who brought               
garden waste to build the bonfire.  

Year on year the funds raised through sponsorship, at coffee mornings, via the                
collection boxes and on the night, just about cover the total running costs. To see such a 
fantastic turnout was humbling, so thanks 
to all of you who bought tickets and came 
along. We have already started planning 
the 2019 Bonfire but, as always, welcome 
any suggestions. Events like this don't run 
themselves, so if you'd like to get                 
involved, please get in touch (details at the 
top of the article).  

         Photo by Allan Hartley 
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Santa Comes to 
the Playing Field 

By Lisa Guy (chair – Bentham 
Playing Field Association – 07834-902287,  

benthamplaying@gmail.com or via Facebook) 

The place to be on Saturday 15th December 
from 2pm-5pm is the pavilion at High               
Bentham’s Playing Field. Santa has found 
time in his busy schedule to be there to 
meet everyone. There’ll be a bouncy castle, 
face paints, refreshments, mulled wine and 
Christmas games. Something for everyone.  

We’d also like you to come and see the 
plans and new ideas we’re working on for 
the development of the playing field.             

Please let us know what 
you think. Visits to Santa 
will be £3 per child,              
£5 for 2 children, and that 
includes a present for 
each child. 

 

Rotary Club of  
Lunesdale –  
Great Speakers and 
Santa in his Sleigh 
Coming Soon 

By Lilian Barton            

The club has enjoyed a number of excellent 
speakers in the past few weeks. They have 
included one of the 1st Kirkby Lonsdale 
Scouts telling us about their adventures at 
the Scout Jamboree in Austria, and a retired 
vet from the Wirral, also a Rotarian, giving 
an amusing and educational talk about his 
adventures with the animal world during 
his career. Robin Collins also entertained us 
with a talk about the 4 years he spent as a 
Quarter Master on the Royal Yacht Britan-
nia. The yacht is now a major tourist attrac-
tion moored at Leith near Edinburgh. Sev-
eral members from the Lunesdale Club also 
attended Carnforth Rotary Club's Charter 
evening. This was a really pleasant occasion 
when the speaker was Dr Paul Whittaker, 
who is totally deaf, incredibly funny and 
one of the most amazing speakers I have 
ever heard.  

We are pleased to have welcomed 2 new 
members in the past few weeks, who will 
be helping Santa Claus in his sleigh when 
he visits the villages on the dates shown 
below, beginning each evening at 5.30pm. 
Listen for the Christmas music and do 
please come out and say hello. 

Friday December 7th: Ingleton 

Monday December 10th:  

Burton-in-Lonsdale 

Thursday 13th: Bentham 

On behalf of Club President, Hugh 
Sweeney, and all the members, I would            
like to thank everyone for their support in 
the past year and wish you all a very              
Happy                 
Christmas               
and a Healthy, 
Peaceful New 
Year. 
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December Garden 
By Joyce Knapp  

As I write this, on a wild and wet November day, I reflect on the past year when our 
weather has almost reverted to the seasonal changes which I was aware of in my             
childhood in the sixties, when we had severe cold snaps during winter (Beast from the 
East) and long, hot spells in the summer. I believe that this could be the reason for such 
bumper crops of apples, plums and damsons, and for that reason I hope this trend carries 
forward into future years, although we could perhaps have benefitted from a bit more 
rain during the main growing season.   

Now that December is here, we may need to check on the quality of any stored                   
produce and discard any damaged fruit or vegetables before they have the chance to 
affect others around them. This year I have had a relatively large number of onions that 
have rotted in store, and I have put this down to the fact that I cut off the stems before 
putting them in the greenhouse to dry off and this caused juice to seep out before turning 
into mould. Next year I must remember to heed the general advice given, which is to 
allow onion crops to dry on the soil surface before taking them under cover, and I must 
resist the urge to remove their stems, at least until they are completely dry. The shed in 
which we store our crops can be affected by particularly hard frosts, so when one is fore-
cast, I cover them lightly with horticultural fleece, removing it the following morning.   

Now we have checked on what we grew last year, we can look forward to next year 
and start to plan what vegetables we wish to grow before making out a seed order. There 
are several considerations here, starting with 'what do we like to eat and how much do 
we need?', followed by 'how much space is available?' and then lastly, 'what grows well 
in our locality?'. Once these questions have been addressed, we can put together a list of 
seeds to buy, having first checked what we have left in store from last year and if it is still 
viable. I must admit, I find this a very enjoyable task as it not only helps me look forward 
to next year's growing season, but also provides a welcome distraction from the general 
frenzy of Christmas preparations.   

 

 

Tatham Fells Autumn Woodland by Richard Wilson 
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Wartime Sacrifice in the 
Yorkshire Dales 
By Keith Taylor 
 

‘Wartime Sacrifice in the Yorkshire Dales’ 
by author, Keith Taylor, tells the fascinating 
story of the part played during the Second 
World War by the communities of Bedale, 
Masham, West Tanfield, Grewelthorpe, 
Crakehall, Hunton, East Hauxwell,                
the Malhamdale area, Gargrave, Coniston 
Cold, Long Preston, Hellifield, Settle,              
Giggleswick (including the School),                    
Clapham, Austwick, Langcliife, Stainforth, 
Horton-in-Ribblesdale, Ingleton, High and 
Low Bentham, Sedbergh and Dentdale. 

Through words and pictures, it examines 
the lives and deaths of over 200 service            
personnel whose names are inscribed on the 
many war memorials in these areas, and 
places them back in the Dales villages, 
towns and landscapes they would have 
been familiar with. Many of the 485                 
photographs provide an evocative look at 
the way of life in these communities during 
the inter-war years and before the onset of 
the Second World War. Yet the main theme 
of the book continues to be the sacrifice 
made by these men and women who fought 
for democracy and against fascism during 
the years 1939-1945. 

‘Wartime Sacrifice in the Yorkshire Dales’ 
completes the picture painted by                        
the author in his two previous books on the           
subject: ‘Wensleydale Remembered’                    
and ‘Swaledale and Wharfedale                            
Remembered’. 

Enquiries can be made to Keith               
Taylor, Wensleydale, 4 Oker Road,                   
South Darley, Matlock DE4 2JQ,                     
Tel: 01629 732622, Mobile: 07790 575077;         
or the publisher, Dick Richardson,                    
Country Books, Courtyard Cottage,                   
Little Longstone, Bakewell DE45 1NN,             
Tel: 01629 640670, E-mail:  

dickrichardson@countrybooks.biz 
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Bentham Praise Annual Charity Christmas  
Concert - Wednesday 12th December - 7pm 
Bentham Methodist Church 

By Jane Proctor 
 

Come along and get into the Christmas spirit with Bentham Praise’s Christmas Concert. 
The programme will include seasonal songs and readings from the choir with the                 
occasional piano duet. There will be some old favourites as well as some new pieces, and 
a little community singing to round off the evening. It will be a fantastic, fun event for all 
ages.  

The tickets are £5, which includes a post-concert festive finger buffet. Tickets                      
are available from any choir member or on the door on the evening. Every penny                  
raised is given to our nominated ‘good causes’. All proceeds will be shared between            

St John’s Hospice and Age               
Concern Bentham. You will 
have a good evening out           
in the knowledge that you        
are helping worthy causes         
at the same time.  

     It’s a  “win-win situation” 
– so see you there. 
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Tatham Fells 
By Mary Taylor  
The fragrance of flowers filled the          
Old School, Tatham Fells, on Tuesday 
evening 13th November as Women’s 
Institute members gathered for a 
demonstration of Festival Flowers.  
Sue and Margot, recently retired from 
Buttonhole, Kirkby Lonsdale, created four 
beautiful arrangements as they spoke about 
their work and gave useful tips.  Two of the             
arrangements were in circles of oasis; one 
was to hang on a door as a wreath using 
about a metre of wide red and green tartan 
ribbon for the loop at the top and intricate 
bow at the bottom.  This was made up of 
greenery and red flowers and berries. The 
other circle of white flowers became magic, 
standing on a mirror with large white               
candles in the centre.  A large red cup and 
saucer provide the container for a light 
hearted centrepiece.  As Sue and Margot told 
of their wedding work, they produced a 
magnificent and enormous 
arrangement for a stand in 
the Church.    

Winners of the                   
arrangements were Mary 
Kidd, Ann Dawson,                
Margaret McIntosh and 
Bronwen Osborne. 

Sue Dawson thanked the speakers who 
judged the competition for a pretty button; 
winners were Carole Butcher, Carole                
Thurnham and Linda Kirkby. 

During business President Linda Kirkby 
told of coming events. She thanked Carole 
Thurnham for leading the October walk and 
making the delicious cake eaten in her             
shooting hut. She also thanked Carole             
Butcher for organising the outing to the BBC 
Studios in Manchester. Two teams from 
Tatham Fells had entered the Orienteering 
competition in Williamsons Park, Lancaster, 
organised by Lancashire Federation. Fleet 
footed Linda Kirkby with Barbara Haddow, 
Brenda Burrow and Mary Taylor were the 
winners. 

The evening concluded with a magazine 
swap, a book swap and refreshments                 

provided by Sue Dawson and               
Brenda Burrow. 

Low Bentham  
By Simone Pridmore 

The President, Mrs Christine                 
Jennings, welcomed members to the 
October meeting and began by            

reporting on the entries for the recent             
Ingleborough Group Show, remarking on 
how well they had done; we had gained the 
most points overall and won four trophies. 
The Show had been well attended, with a 
wonderful display of talent on view. 

Six members had attended a Federation 
meeting at Coniston Hotel and had an              
excellent day out. Next year the meeting will 
be at Leyburn. The Craft Group continues to 
meet and at the next meeting we will be 
starting to prepare for the Institute’s 50th 
birthday next year.  

Business concluded, we welcomed our 
speaker, Mr Edward Huddleston, whose 
title for the talk, ‘Not the EU’, had us all 
puzzled. He explained that he was going to 
tell us about the Council of Europe, which is 
entirely separate from and much older than 
the European Union. The Council of Europe 
(CoE) is the watchdog for Human Rights, 
Democracy and the Rule of Law in Europe. 
It was initially an idea muted in 1943 by 
Winston Churchill and in 1948 a Congress of 
Europe was held at The Hague and a                 
Charter of Human Rights and Courts of         
Justice formed. Initially 10 countries signed 
up to the idea in 1949 as a symbol to end 
conflict. The Council now has 47 members. 
As an assembly, they cannot make laws but 
they produce conventions, agreements and 
charters. There are 47 judges at the Court          
of Human Rights, one for each member 
state. It is each individual country that              
passes the agreement/convention onto its 
own statute of laws. The 47 member states 
cover 820 million people and operate an 
annual budget of approxi-
mately half a billion euros. 
Each member contributes 
a sum based on population 
and GDP (Gross            
Domestic Product).  
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To clarify the difference between the EU 
(European Union) and the CoE, the EU 
(European Union) has 28 member states and 
has a parliament to enact laws. But to                 
confuse issues, the two organisations share 
an anthem (Ode to Joy) and the two flags are 
very similar - the EU has the ring of stars, as 
does the CoE but with the added C. 

This was a very informative talk, which 
gave us a much clearer understanding of 
what does go on in Europe on our behalf 
relating to our democracy. To those who 
may feel they would like to explore further, 
go to the Council of Europe website 
www.coe.int/web/portal/home   

A vote of thanks was given by                             
Margo Checkley. 

High Bentham 
By Mary Brougham 

At our meeting on 1st October we were 
lucky enough to have Loraine Ashcroft 
showing us how to do willow weaving.  

     It was very skilful but we all attained 
some degree of success. Loraine has been a 
fully trained silversmith for twenty five 
years and she teaches at Wildmans Barn in 
Mewith where she takes two hour classes; 
she also does courses lasting six weeks                
making fine silver bangles, rings and                  
necklaces. 

On Saturday 10th, a group of us went 
along to the Midland Hotel in 
Morecambe where we treated 
ourselves to afternoon tea and 
very nice it was too. The tea 
room overlooking the sea and  
promenade is superb. After tea 
we were  given an escorted tour of the hotel, 
which we all found very interesting. Our 
thanks go to Ingrid for organising such a 
brilliant day out. 

Used Stamps Help  
Grahame’s Charity 
By Felicity Hey  
info@oldpotterybarn.co.uk 
As Christmas approaches and 
the cards tumble through the letter box, 
please consider saving the stamps for the 
PSPA, the charity providing research into                    

Progressive Supranuclear Palsy and                    
Corticobasal Degeneration, the incurable 
brain disease from which my                                 
husband Grahame died. Thanks to Christine 
at Temptations and the dedicated stamp 
savers of Bentham and further afield, I have 
been able to send kilos of used stamps                
to be converted into cash for the charity.           
If you are trimming them with scissors 
PLEASE don’t trim too closely as damage to 
the perforations make the stamp useless. 
About half an inch is just right!                             
Foreign stamps bring double the amount of 
money than UK stamps, but all are                     
welcome. As donations of stamps are                                  
anonymous, please accept my sincere thanks 
for dropping them off at ‘Temptations’ and 
for helping Grahame’s Charity. 

It is just two years since we lost Grahame, 
but thanks to marmalade sales, donations 
and the famous afternoon teas at Old Pottery 
Barn, a total of £3,003.72 has so far been 
raised. You are all so kind - thank you. 

Christmas Cat Chat 
By Sue Arnott 

Bentham Pet Rescue volunteers, 
past, present and future, are invited to come 
along to our Christmas Fair at the village 
hall in Clapham on Saturday 8th December 
(10am-12pm) after which we will be                   
sharing a 'Jacob's Join' lunch and having           
a chat about what's in store for us in the 
year ahead. If you'd like to join us,                 
please ring Sue Arnott on 64924 for details 
or email arnott.sue@googlemail.com. And 
don't forget, our Christmas cards are on 
sale at Hope Blossoms and the Post Office 

in Bentham.  

 

Learn to Drive with  
Sally Moore 

 

Your local, friendly  
Instructor 

 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 

mailto:info@oldpotterybarn.co.uk
mailto:arnott.sue@googlemail.com
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Another 12 months has zoomed by and 
Brosnans Accountants (56-58 Main Street) 
are again following the huge success of 
their previous 2 years’ Christmas Window 
displays with a new competition. Their          
window will be dressed and ready for 
viewing, and for your competition entries, 
from the end of November, with a chance to 
win a ‘Yorkshire Hamper’ supplied by John 
and Val Barwise of Barwise Country               
Hampers. The competition (details will be 
in their window) will close on 19th                   
December and the winner will be notified 
on 20th December. 

Sharon Hutchinson of Brosnans said, 
“We love to dress the window. We have a 
stream of small children in hi-vis jackets 
passing by every day and the look of                 
wonderment on their faces makes our 
efforts all the more worthwhile. We hope all 
Bentham News readers will pop along to 
see this year’s creation – we promise it will 
not disappoint! It would be wonderful if 
every trader in Bentham joined in with the 
festive spirit. Maybe next year Bentham 
could hold a ‘Great Bentham Window Off’! 

If you wish to get involved with                         
participating or judging please get in touch, 
it would be great to build it in as an annual 
event – think of the Hi-Vis Kids!” 

Brosnans wish all Bentham News                   
readers a very merry Christmas and a 
healthy and prosperous 2019. 

Don’t forget the BN deadline date is 
12th December for the January edition 
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Harvest Time Again 
Three Peaks for Palestine 
By Annie Neligan 

I have just come back from a village in the 
West Bank, Palestine, where I was part of a 
team helping the villagers to get their olive 
harvest picked. It is five years since I last 
visited and they are even more threatened 
by the Israeli settlers who have occupied the 
hillsides around and by the Israeli army 
who surround the village. But they are          
determined to stay here on their own land 
and are being ever more creative about 
ways of looking after their families, their 
livelihoods and their dignity. 

If you would like to hear more, I will be 
talking about and showing pictures of  life 
in the village on Sunday 2nd December           
3-5pm at Looking Well, King Street,                  
Bentham. 

 

Winter warmers 

Are your fingers restless now that you have 
no more poppies to knit? 

How about a hot-water bottle as a gift to 
one of the asylum seekers settling into                
Lancaster or Bradford for their first winter? 

You can leave them in the entrance lobby 
to Looking Well on King Street and the                   
Refugee Support Group will collect them. 
Please do include the bottle as well as the 
cover. If you’d like wrap it up, that would 
make even more of a gift. 

 

 Omad sews up a plump sack of olives 
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People’s Page 
 

Charity Thanks 
 

Iris Malkinson would like to thank all who 
have helped with her fundraising this 
year with donations of fruit and                   
contributions for her car boot sales. This 
year through selling her jams and               
chutneys in Bentham pubs, Greenhall         
Riding Centre and Total Wellbeing on 
Station Road plus car boot sales in all 
weathers, she has managed to raise a 
wonderful £2,700  which will be shared 
between Cancer Care and St John’s 
Hospice. 
 

PERSONAL THANKS 
 

After a very successful Jimmy Cricket              
evening at Bentham Town Hall, we would 
like to thank the staff at Duxbury’s for            
displaying a poster and selling tickets for 
the event.  Many thanks from St Boniface                       
parishioners. 
 

Stepping Stones Baby & Toddler Group 
recently celebrated our first anniversary. 
After starting in the Lower Hall of the 
Town Hall with just a few children, we 
moved to the Ballroom as the group                 
steadily grew, with on average 16 children 
attending our weekly sessions. We meet 
every Wednesday (term-time) at Bentham 
Town Hall from 10:30-11:30am.  The cost is 
£1.50 per family, which includes refresh-
ments and healthy snacks for the children.  
Our sessions offer a range of activities, baby 
area and group singing, and new parents as 
well as carers are always welcome, as are 
mums to be. Come and say hello. 

SBC of Bentham have kindly donated 
an amazing £250 to the Group. A huge 
thank you from the children, their             
families and Ruth to all concerned. This 
will be used to purchase new toys and 
equipment. In December we will have 
Christmas crafts and on 19th December our 
Christmas party will take place. 
Ruth Green 
 

Friends of Bentham School would also like 
to thank the SBC for the very generous          
donation for their baby and toddler group. 
Joe Morphet would like to wish all family, 
friends and neighbours a Merry Christmas 
and a happy and peaceful New Year. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We love 
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this…. outside Hoggs & Heifers 

Letters 
 

Dear Bentham News 
I have kept my powder dry for some time 
over your one-sided reporting on the issue of 
climate change but the latest article by your 
in-house prophet of doom has finally made 
me put pen to paper. 

The claim is often made that current             
temperatures are above pre-industrial levels, 
what the ‘warmists’ mean by this is that they 
are higher than when official records began 
(mid C18th). What is often overlooked is that 
time-period was an era of extremely cold 
weather, indeed a mini ice age. This era of 
excessively cold weather lasted roughly C14 
to the end of the C19th when temperatures 
started to once again slowly warm although 
there have been no increases in global            
temperatures since 1997, so much for                
runaway warming. 

If ‘official’ records had begun in the 
warming period of the middle ages C9-C14 
when temperatures were higher than they 
are today, then we would no doubt still be 
worrying about global cooling 

The eruption of Mount Tambora on 10th 
April 1815 caused global temperatures to fall 
by 1.5oc which is the same amount            
temperatures are expected to rise assuming 
of course that there are no further major vol-
canic eruptions which would make           
global temperatures fall rapidly once again. 

People do really need to stop panicking 
and take some time to examine the climate 
data over the last 2,000 years rather than the 
last 200. Instead the whole debate has been 
hijacked by the ‘green’ movement who are 
using it to impose their anti-capitalist             
agenda on to the rest of us and woe betide 
you if you dare question their                           
fundamentalist beliefs. When they get their 
way and we have got rid of all our gas and 
coal fired power stations a really cold           
winter will come along and because the 
wind won’t be blowing nor the sun shining 
people will freeze to death. 
John Learmonth, Low Bentham 
 

Dear Bentham News 
I would like, via Bentham News, to thank 
everyone who attended the remembrance 
gathering in the Rose Garden in Low               
Bentham, especially Rev Anne Russell, who 
said a few words, Judith Johnson and              
Dianne Williams. The pop-up café, run by 

Linda Cressey, Mabel and Michaela, was a 
huge success. Phil did a roaring trade with 
the sale of his metal poppies, and together 
they made £330. Michaela has made £90 and 
rising with her poppy brooches and hair 
bobbles. Michaela also made the two figures 
and the dog from chicken wire – they are 
amazing. 

People have been asking what will           
happen to the display. Well, the answer is 
we are not sure. I need to contact Craven 
District Council to see if it can stay there 
until the spring, when they will be cutting 
the grass again. We would welcome any 
suggestions. 
Sharon Haslam, Low Bentham 
 

Dear Bentham News 
Many thanks for the impressive series of 
articles Lest We Forget. It is so good to know 
something about the men whose names             
appear on the War Memorial plaque outside 
the town hall.  I am sure Bentham is very 
proud of them all. 

At the suggestion of Churches Together in 
2011, the Council erected the war                   
memorial at School Hill at the foot of Robin 
Lane.  It was completed in time for a public 
service of dedication at 11am on 11th             
November 2011: 11-11-11. Crowds of               
Bentham folk assembled for that and have 
done so every year since then on                       
Remembrance Day. A large crowd this year 
marked the centenary of the end of the First 
World War.   

We did suggest also in 2011 that the 
plaque outside the town hall should be trans-
ferred to a place near the war                     
memorial, but that was not done.  Is this a 
fitting time to arrange for that to happen 
now?  It would have a more honourable 
place there beside the war memorial itself, 
where it will be far more visible to                      
everyone?  The present site of the plaque is 
poor. The pavements on each side of                 
Station Road outside the town hall are very 
narrow and reading the names is very              
difficult on the town hall side and                        
impossible from the opposite side.   

Editors’ Note: Articles written for BN are 
attributed to the author of the article,                
because the editorial committee of BN do not 
necessarily agree or disagree with the                     
contents. BN is an open access paper and, as 
outlined in our editorial information box on 
page 40, “views and opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of the editorial                           
committee”. 
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November’s Town Council 

By Shirley Brown 

In attendance were Town Clerk Jo Burton and Councillors Adams, Barnes, Faraday, 
Bridgeman, Marshall (chair), Burton, Taylor, Wills and Stannard. Apologies were                
received from Councillor Swales. Also present were County Councillor Ireton and Dis-
trict Councillors Brockbank and Thompson, and four members of the public. 
 

Jack Warbrick, on behalf of the Trustees of the former Bentham Grammar School, 
offered to donate a futuristic portrait of Rev Theodore Bayley Hardy VC, possibly “the 
most famous person associated with Bentham”, hero of the “It’s Only Me” book, to Bentham 
via the Town Council. Later in the meeting the offer was unanimously accepted, and Cllr 
Adams offered to deal with the matter. 
 

The Clerk announced that our MP, Julian Smith, had arranged for Michael Gove,              
Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs to visit Skipton on Thursday 
15th November. Anyone wishing to attend should register their interest with the Town 
Clerk. 
 

There was a written Police Report, which is covered on pages 26 and 27 of this BN. 
 

County Cllr Ireton said that North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC) still faces difficult 
times ahead, and that some one-off payments announced in The Budget would help with 
road repairs, and that the Extra Care Housing Development soon to start construction in 
Bentham will also greatly contribute to adult social care for the future. 
 

District Cllr Thompson said that The Local Plan had passed all the inspection hurdles 
and would hopefully be adopted, with minor changes, early in 2019. District Cllr 
Brockbank said that Bentham had been chosen as one of Craven’s ‘Nurturing                      
Neighbourhood” hubs, more on that in 2019. She suggested that people could submit 
photos of bad parking which might encourage the traffic warden to come to Bentham 
more often.  
 

Highways Matters: NYCC has agreed an extension of the Vehicle Activated Signs 
scheme, allowing parishes to purchase them. Cllr Adams said that fatalities on the A65 
seemed to be a regular occurrence and that this stretch of road is becoming more                   
dangerous. He was told that NYCC are plotting where these accidents occur with a view 
to alerting road-users to potential Black Spots. Cllrs Barnes and Burton wanted to report 
to the Police the “diabolical” bad parking near The Black Bull, and speeding on                       
Springfield and the Bentham to Ingleton Road. The parking issues on Hillside Road seem 
to have been eased since the Council put a sign on the gate. 
 

Town Hall Matters: A sizeable hole in the roof has been repaired, and it was decided 
that the current hire charges for the Town Hall, which have been the same since 2014, 
were “quite reasonable” and should be left as they are for 2019. There will be Christmas 
Lights on the Town Hall as in previous years. 
 

Open Spaces: Cllr Bridgeman listed the areas around Bentham that need grass cutting 
and hedge trimming, such as Butterber footpath, Low Bentham Playing Field, the bridge 
by the High Bentham Playing Field and Mill Lane. A request from Bentham Playing 
Field Association for help with grass cutting in 2019 was sympathetically received, as 
this is a community facility which needs support. 
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World War One Centenary Beacon: Cllr Marshall outlined the arrangements being made 
for the lighting of the Beacon at 7pm on November 11th. It was hoped that this would be 
a moving and spectacular event, to add to the considerable efforts that had already been 
made by many, many Bentham people to mark this centenary. Cllr Marshall gave credit 
to Bentham’s shop-keepers and those who had created memorable installations in both 
Low and High Bentham.   
 

Cllr Stannard had attended a Playing Field Association meeting, where a new committee 
is coming up with innovative ideas for using and developing the area. 
 

Cllr Bridgeman had attended a meeting of the Victoria Institute, which had recently held 
some successful fund-raising events. 
 

Cllr Marshall said that there was soon to be a vacancy at the Collingwood Alms houses. 
Anyone interested in applying should contact Ian Wood (tel: 07793 281156), see                   
advertisement page 31. 
 

An Open Meeting to hear a K9 Gaslight presentation will be arranged in December. 
 

‘By reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the public and 
press were excluded from’ the rest of the meeting, when there would be further                   
discussions about the use of The Black Bull car park, and options regarding future 
staffing of the Town Clerk’s office.  

 

Continued over …………. 
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Planning Matters: 
New Applications: There were no objections to either: 

 Change of use from residential to light industrial and office at 30A Main street, 
High Bentham (formerly Abbeyfield). (‘Light industrial’ means it will be used for 
importing, shaping and distributing woollen goods, possible employing 5  

   people).  

 Or, partial demolition and reconstruction of existing barn including full new roof 
to form 2 new dwellings at Fourlands House Farm, High Bentham. 

 

Granted: 
Application for listed building consent for conversion of existing staff room into class 
room including replacement of existing windows, forming new door opening and               
associated ramped/stepped access arrangements externally at Cedar House School, Low 
Bentham. 

 
All joinery work  

Undertaken 
 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 



  21  

 

Bentham Community 
Primary School 
By Claire Pearson, Headteacher 

Firstly, I think it only appropriate to reflect 
on the 100th Anniversary of the Armistice 
and the way in which our community                
embraced this recognition with such             
poignant and commemorative displays.  It 
was lovely to have the opportunity to say 
‘thank you’ to the First World War                  
generation, who helped to shape our world 
as we know it today.   It was also a time to 
thank and commemorate all those service 
men and women who have been involved 
in combat and active service.  It was lovely 
to see so many members of the community 
and representatives from the school at the 
Remembrance Service on School Hill on 
11th November.  Hopefully, readers will 
have had the opportunity to walk or drive 
past our school and see for themselves the 
beautiful memorial poppies that children 
have created in memory of military                
personnel who have died at war. 

At the time of writing, children in years 3 
and 4 are looking forward to their                      
residential visit to Ingleborough Hall.  For 
many of these children this will be the first 
time away from home without their family.  
Hopefully, everyone will enjoy this                 
opportunity to take part in some outdoor 
art and cooking activities, as well as a 
sleepover with their friends. 

Needless to say, there is an air of                   
excitement in school as we head into the 
festive season. Children will soon be busy 
practising for our Nativity and Christmas 
productions, which will be performed in 
front of captive audiences, some of whom 
will be watching their child in their very 
first school production.  This year on               
Monday 17th December from 1.45pm we 
will, once again, be putting on an exclusive 
Christmas performance for Senior Citizens 
in the School Hall.   Rumour has it that            
following the performance there will be free 
mince pies and refreshments served by our 

year 6 children.   If you are a senior citizen 
and would like the opportunity to join in 
with this festive celebration, please contact 
our School Office on 015242 61412 – we 
look forward to welcoming you to our             
lovely school. 

Our recent Parent Evenings were an                      
excellent opportunity for parents to come 
into school and talk to their children’s class 
teachers about school life, their children’s 
development and progress. Hopefully, 
there were some very proud parents! 

On 30th November, the Friends of             
Bentham School will, once again be hosting 
a Christmas Fair in our School Hall.  Doors 
open at 3.30pm with the event finishing at 
6.00pm.  Why not pop along and start some 
Christmas Shopping as well as supporting 
the fundraising efforts in our school?   

During December, our younger children 
have been given the opportunity to go to 
The Brewery Arts Centre in Kendal to 
watch ‘The Selfish Giant’, whilst our older 
children will be heading off to The Grand 
Theatre, Blackpool, to watch the highly 
accredited pantomime, Beauty and the 
Beast (oh yes, they will)! 

Christmas would not be Christmas           
without a celebratory lunch. This year our 
Christmas Dinner will take place on Friday 
14th December, and hopefully, if                    
communications between Bentham and the 
North Pole have been successful, there 
might even be a visit from Santa Claus! 

We are giving parents of children who 
are three years old the opportunity to enrol 
their children in our wonderful Nursery in 
January 2019.  If you have not heard from 
the school, and would like a place for your 
child, or would like to register an interest 
for future intakes, please do not hesitate to 
contact the School Office on 015242 61412. 
To help with planning, we will still be             
offering a 30 hour provision at the school in 
the New Year. 

Finally, Friday 21st will see the last day 
of our Autumn Term before the school               
closes its doors for the Christmas Holidays. 
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News from our Neighbours 
 

Settle Photographic Group 
Monday 3rd December 2018 7.30pm 
Townhead Court, Settle 
‘Ymir’s Bones’ by Gary Waidson 
www.waylandscape.co.uk/ 
Monday 17th December 2018 7.30pm 
Townhead Court, Settle 
Christmas Jacob’s Join 
For information about our meetings and 
outings look at our website for further  
details: www.settlephotos.org 
 

Burton Stay and Play 
All Saints Church, Burton, host a group for 
children from birth to starting school or 
nursery with their Mums or carers every 
Thursday morning; approximate times are 
10-12 noon.  The December sessions are 
Thursdays 6th and 13th with a Stay and            
Party on Thursday 20th.  January sessions 
start on Thursday 3rd January. All families 
are welcome - just turn up or email                          
allsaintscw@gmail.com. 
 

Hornby Flower Club, Hornby Village Inst. 
We are meeting early, on Thursday 6th             
December at 7.30pm. Our speaker will be 
Helen Ireland, a florist who has been in 
Slaidburn for many years and has a shop 
called 'Flowers from the Heart', a lovely                    
introduction and title for a Christmas 
demonstration. All welcome. Come early as 
there are other activities going on in the 
village that night. 
The Hornby Singers, Hornby Village Inst. 
On Tuesday 4th December at 7pm we invite 
you to our Christmas concert which is              
free, but due to the size of the room, the 
seating is limited. Come early to avoid                            
disappointment and stay for refreshments.   

Saturday 26th January at 7pm entrance is 
a modest £5. The concert is in aid of the 
Light Music Society so there will be lots             
of songs you know, some audience                       
participation and a few tongue twisters.   

We hope to see you there and if you are 
curious to know what we are doing, why 
not pop down to the Institute any Tuesday 
evening at 7pm and join with us. 

Don’t forget the BN deadline date 
 is 12th December 

for the January edition 
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A ‘Litter-Free’ Future? 
By Sue Arnott arnott.sue@googlemail.com 64924  
Huge thanks are due to all those who have 
‘adopted’ roads and footpaths around              
Bentham, both people who have committed 
to picking up litter from our streets and 
those who were already doing it! This               
includes students from Cedar House School 
who do a regular litter-pick around Low 
Bentham – a big ‘thank you’ to you!  

Litter is something that affects us all – 
blighting our countryside, harming our 
wildlife, polluting our seas, spoiling our 
towns, and giving visitors a poor                       
impression.   

Back in April, you might have missed the 
Government’s new Litter Strategy for England 
which aims to tackle this anti-social                 
behaviour by building an anti-litter culture; 
making it easier for people to lawfully             
dispose of rubbish and hitting litter louts in 
the pocket. Under the new measures, the 
most serious litterers could be hit with a 
£150 fine, while vehicle owners could                
receive penalty notices when it can be 
proved litter was thrown from their car – 
even if it was discarded by somebody else. 

The Government wants this to be the first 
generation to leave our environment in a 
better state than we found it, and tackling 
litter is an important part of the drive to 
make the country a better place to live and 
visit.  Involving our young people in             
Bentham in our collective efforts to make 
our local environment a cleaner place is 
getting us ahead of the game! 

Anyone else keen to join the clean up?           
If you’d like to get involved, please contact 
me using the details at the top of the article.  

mailto:arnott.sue@goolemail.com
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Events November 
Town Hall Codes: TB Ballroom LH Lower 
Hall WR Wenningdale Room  Others:  
PP Pioneer Projects LW Looking Well  

Sat 1st Town Hall, 10am-12noon,   
 St John’s Coffee Morning. TB. 
 Footpath, Rivers Wenning and Greta, 
 6.5 miles, Don Cartledge 64979 pg 31 
 Methodist Church, 2-4pm. Messy 
 Church for all children and parents/ 
 carers 
Sun 2nd Looking Well, King St, 3-5pm,  
 Stories from the Olive Harvest in  
 Palestine see page 15 
 Methodist Church, 6pm, Christingle 
 Service led by Rev Stephen Caddy 
Mon 3rd Town Hall,  1-4pm, Indoor Bowls.  
 TB.  And 10th & 17th.. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Office Open. And every Mon. Not 
 bank holidays. 
 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Mon. Not bank hols. 
 4-6pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance. And every Mon in term time. 
 6.15-7.45pm, Tai Chi. And every 
 Mon in term time. 
 PP, Health Walks for Women, 
 9.20am Lairgill Car Park.  And 10th 
 & 17th. 
 PP, Looking Well, Monthly Carers 
 Group with Making Art for those 
 with  Memory Loss both 10.15am-
 12.15pm, ring 62672 for details. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11.30am, 
 Toddle In for children aged 1-4 yrs 
 and parents/carers. And 10th, 17th & 
 31st. 
Tues 4th  Town Hall, 9-11.45am, Dance. 
 And 11th & 18th. LH. 
 10am-12noon, Craft Club. And 
 11th & 18th. WR. 
 6.30-9pm, Slimming World. And 
 11th, 18th & 28th. LH. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Office 
 Open. And every Tues. Not bank 
 holidays. 
 10am-12noon, Table top games. All 
 Welcome £1. 
 3.45-9pm, Helen Howard School of  
 Dance.  And every Tues term time. 
 PP, Looking Well, 10.30am,  Looking 
 Well Tuesday Café and craft 
 activities. Community Lunch at 1pm 
 with soup. And 11th & 18th. 
 11.30-1pm, Creative Writing Group 
 in the library. And 11th & 18th. 

 Looking Well,  8-9.30pm, BEST 
 Green Café. 
Wed 5th Town Hall, 10-11.30am, Stepping. 
 Stones. TB. And 12th & 19th. 
 7-8pm, Clubbercise, TB. And 12th & 
 19th. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon. 
 Post Office Services. And every Wed. 
 Not bank holidays. 
 11.30am-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Wed. Not bank 
 holidays. 
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance. And every Wed. in term time. 
 PP, Looking Well, 10.30am-12pm, 
 Sing Along. Tel 62672 for details. 
 And 12th & 19th. 
 2-4pm, Art for All Art Group. And 
 12th & 19th.  
 8-9.30pm, Singing for all. Tel. David 
 Burbridge 01539 621166 for further 
 details. And 12th. 
 Bentham Community Library,  
 2.30-4.20pm,Basic iPad skills. And 
 14th, 21st & 28th. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11.30am,  
 Coffee Morning. Donations to local 
 Charities. And every Wednesday  
 (not 26th). 
Thurs 6th Town Hall, 9.30-10.30am, Pilates.  
 And 13th & 20th.  LH 
 7.30pm,  Council Meeting. LH. 
 Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm, 
 Knit and Natter.  Knitting group for 
 any ability, help available. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Bat ’N’ 
 Chat. And every Thurs. Not bank 
 holidays. 
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of  
 Dance.  And every Thurs. term time  
Fri 7th PP, Looking Well, 10am-12.30pm, 
 Art Skills Development for details  
 tel 62672. And 14th & 21st. 
 1-2.30pm, My Wellbeing College. 
 And 14th & 21st. 
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age
 Concern. Christmas Table 
 Decorations. 
   Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Office  
   Open. And every Fri. Not bank  
   holidays. 
   Bentham Auction Mart, 5-8pm , 
    ‘Christmas in the Mart’.   

Sat 8th Town Hall, 10am-12noon,   
 Tatham Fells School Coffee Morning. 
 TB. 
 Vic Inst., 10am-12noon, Book Swap. 
 And every 2nd Sat. 
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 Bentham Auction Mart, 10am-3pm , 
    ‘Christmas in the Mart’. 
 Clapham village hall,  10am-12pm, 
 Bentham Pet Rescue Xmas Fair  
 see page 13 
Mon 10th PP, Looking Well, 10.15am-
 12.15pm, Making Art. For those with 
 Memory Loss and their carers, ring 
 62672 for details. And 17th. 
Tues 11th Bentham Community Library,  
 2pm, Book Group.  
 Methodist Church, 2.15pm, Bright  
 Hour - Michael Marshall on 
 ‘Christmas Flowers’. 
 Footpath, Lawkland, 7 miles, Robert 
 Baines 41452 See page 31. 
Wed 12th Bentham Methodist Church, 
 7pm,  Bentham Praise Annual 
 Charity Christmas Concert. 
 
 BN DEADLINE 
 
Thurs 13th 5.30pm, Santa visits 
 Bentham see page 8 
Fri 14th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm,  
 Age Concern. Christmas Party. 
 ‘Nutcracker Trail’ begins see page 1 
Sat 15th Town Hall, 10am-12noon,  
 Vic Inst. Coffee Morning. TB. 
 Playing Field Pavilion, 2-5pm,  
 Santa meeting children and families, 
 bouncy castle, face painting, lots of  
 games and mulled wine. 
Sun 16th Footpath,  11am, Rathmell & 
 Wham, 6 miles, Susan Badley, 62502. 
 See page 31 
 Methodist Church, 10.30am, All 
 Age Nativity Service led by Liz 
 Whitfield. 
Mon 17th High Bentham CP Primary 
 School, 1.45pm on, Christmas 
 Performance to Senior Citizens. 
 School Hall. 
Wed 19th, Methodist Church, 10am - 
 11.30am, Carols & Coffee. Donations 
 to Action for Children 
Sat 22nd Bentham Auction Mart, 10.30am,  
 Christmas dressed poultry sale 
 see page 45. 
Thurs 27th, Footpath, 10.30am, Clapham & 
   Austwick, 4 miles, Alison Kinder & 
   Colin Stroud, 07854 789311 
   See page 31. 
 
Fri 4th January 

 

 
BN DISTRIBUTION DAY  

 

REDHEADS COAL  
AND GAS 

 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 
All sizes of Bottled Gas delivered 

 

Kindling, Logs, Wood pellets, Prepacked fuel 
Compost and Gro-Bags 

 

We won’t be beaten on Price,  
Quality and Service 

 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

Tel: 015242 41626 
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Police News 
Hello again from PC 830 Babs Parsons, your Neighbourhood 
Officer covering the Bentham and Ingleton area. This is my latest 
report to keep you updated on recent crimes and incidents in              
Bentham and the surrounding area. This is my last article for a 
while as I am going on Adoption Leave. I hope you've enjoyed                 
reading the reports and have found them informative. 
 

 

Recent Crimes in Bentham: Overnight between 8th and 9th October, a stable in a rural 
location near Low Bentham was broken into and power tools and batteries value £400 
were stolen from within. Bolt croppers were used to gain entry to padlocked doors. At 
8.40pm on 9th October, the windscreen of an Audi parked on Main Street, Low Ben-
tham, was damaged with a hammer. 

Between 4th and 9th October, a large quantity of scrap metal piping was stolen from a 
yard on Wenning Avenue, High Bentham. During October, youths have been                    
congregating at The Methodist Church in High Bentham and gaining access to the roof, 
causing damage to the building. 

Sadly, at 11:40am on 12th October, a 69-year-old man from Hornby committed suicide 
on the railway track near Low Bentham. 

Between 7.45 and 8am on 13th October, a 27 year-old-man from Bentham has been              
remanded in custody and charged with Affray, Criminal Damage and 2 counts of               
possessing a bladed article in a public place following a domestic incident in High               
Bentham. Property was damaged, including a vehicle, and several members of the public 
and 2 police officers were threatened with a knife. 

Overnight between 16th and 17th October, a barn on a farm at Mewith Head was             
broken into. Although nothing was stolen, it is believed that the offenders were trying to 
steal a quad bike but were disturbed by the alarm sounding. Overnight between 17th 
and 18th October, a blue Toyota Rav 4 was stolen from Robin Lane, High Bentham. The 
vehicle was found 3 days later, unattended, in Lancashire. On 19th October, we received 
a report of an assault by a male youth in Low Bentham, and on 20th October, we               
received a report of an assault on a female youth by 2 female youths in Low Bentham. 

 

And Elsewhere in the Area: Between 28th September and 12th October, a generator 
value £400 was stolen from a building site in Austwick. 

 

Road Traffic Appeals: We are appealing for information and Dash Cam footage                    
following two fatal collisions on the A65 on Saturday 20th October. 
 

The first collision happened at 2.45pm on the A65 near The Country Harvest, Ingleton.  

The incident involved three cars; a red VW, a black Audi S3 and a blue Saab 93; and a 

Contact Information: 
 

1 Ring 999 in an emergency or to report a crime in progress 
2 Ring 101 to report incidents or provide information 
3 Ring Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111 to remain anonymous 
4 E-mail barbara.parsons@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 
5 E-mail SNACraven@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk   
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 blue Yamaha YZF—R1 motorcycle. Sadly, the rider of the motorcycle, a 38-year-old man 
from Merseyside, was pronounced dead at the scene. The driver of the red VW, an             
83-year-old woman from Keighley, was arrested in connection with the incident. She has 
been released under investigation while enquiries continue. The road was closed to            
allow emergency services to work at the scene and reopened at around 10pm. Anyone 
who saw the incident, or saw any of the vehicles prior to the collision, and has not                   
spoken to the police is urged to come forward. 
 

The second collision occurred at 5.40pm on the A65 just south of Settle. It involved a 
blue Suzuki GXS 1250 motorbike and a silver Citroen Berlingo. The rider of the Suzuki, a 
61-year- old man from Leeds, was taken to Leeds General Infirmary by air ambulance, 
but sadly died a short time later. The driver of the Citroen, a 45-year-old man from 
Leeds, was uninjured. The road was closed to allow emergency services to work at the 
scene and it reopened at around 2am on Sunday 21st October. Anyone who saw the             
incident, or who saw either of the vehicles prior to the collision and who has not spoken 
to the police, is urged to come forward. 
 
Animal Thefts: Officers from North Yorkshire Police’s Rural Taskforce located a man in 
suspicious circumstances on land in the Thirsk area at about 4pm on Friday 12th                 
October. More than 400 animals – including dogs, sheep, goats, rabbits, turkeys, ducks 
and chickens – were seized as part of the investigation and are being looked after in                  
secure locations. About 30 live turkeys were found in a pickup truck at the scene, and a 
large number of other animals were then located at the premises. 

They included: about 90 sheep and goats of different breeds, about 80 ducks of different 
breeds, about 180 poultry, nine rabbits and ten pigeons. 

A vet attended to check on the welfare of the animals, and sadly one of the goats and two 
of the turkeys had to be put down. Two border collie dogs, which had previously been 
reported stolen from Lancashire, were also located and have been reunited with their 
rightful owners. The 42-year-old man from the Ripon area was arrested on suspicion of 
the theft of animals, money laundering and breaching an order disqualifying him from 
keeping animals. He has been released under investigation while police enquiries                
continue. Some of the sheep had tag numbers and have been identified as having been 
stolen from Keasden Head near Clapham. 
 
Anti-Social Behaviour: Do you know what your children are up to? 

 

We have been having problems with a group of youths at Bentham Town Hall, The 
Methodist Church and on Station Road. This has included climbing up scaffolding and 
on to roofs, littering, minor damage and shouting abuse at members of the public who 
tell them to move on. And in the Town Hall; painting the walls, floors and mirrors of the 
toilets with liquid soap, excrement daubed all over the walls of the gents toilets, opening 
the doors during film shows and shouting or banging on windows at the exercise classes. 
And outside the Town Hall, climbing over vehicles parked in The Black Bull car park. 
 

Some of those involved have been caught on the Town Hall CCTV, so expect 
a visit from us soon. 
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F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 
01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

MARK WATSON 
HOME & GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 
 

 
Gardening 

and landscaping services,  
mowing, strimming. Hedge cutting, fencing, 

paving, turfing and power washing.  
Loft insulating and pointing. 

 

07759680938   07759680943 
015242 62038 

 Settle Chimney  
Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  
Sweeping Service. 

Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls, Carbon  
Monoxide Detectors Supplied & Fitted. 
National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683  
Mob. 07815 285321  

MEL BOOTH 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

07825749631 
 

GENERAL HANDYMAN,  
GARDEN MAINTENANCE,   

GREAT RATES. 

 

Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 
Mob: 07768 571407 

 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 
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Ewecross Historical Society 
Traditional Buildings in the  

Yorkshire Dales 
By Mary Taylor 
Jim Brightman gave an illustrated lecture 
on Traditional Buildings in the Yorkshire 
Dales to members in Bentham Methodist 
Church on Monday 29th October. He was 
welcomed by chairman, Mike Winstanley.  

Jim, from Solstice Heritage, has worked 
with the Yorkshire Dales National Park on 
a survey of Field Barns, mostly in                  
Swaledale, and the Western Dales around 
Sedbergh and Dent. He showed slides of 
the field system in Swaledale with a barn to 
every field, and in the Western Dales with 
a barn to three fields, and described the           
farming system – the field, a meadow in 
which the barn stood, provided hay which 
was stored in the barn and fed to cattle 
which lived there in winter; in spring the 
cattle were taken to higher pasture, their 
manure being spread on the meadow to 
grow the grass for the hay. 

Barns built in stone probably replaced 
earlier wooden structures, showing a cruck 
beam which had been re-used for a cross-
beam. Stone barns date from the late 17th 
century to the 19th century; the earlier 
buildings had no big barn doors as the hay 
was forked in through a forking hole, the 
manure forked out through a muck hole 
and there was a door for the cattle and 
farmer to pass through. A Field Barn,             
sometimes called an Out Barn or Cow’us/
Cowuss (Cow House), is no longer used for 
cattle and hay and some have been                 
converted to houses. 

Between 1998 and 2004 the National 
Park gave grants to renovate the barns, but 
with grants no longer available, farmers 
find it difficult to preserve these redundant 
buildings; some have made large doors 
into the barn so that modern machinery 
can be stored inside.  Jim showed a slide of 
a Barn Pod built inside a barn. He                 
concluded by saying that very few barns 
are listed and although they are in a                
conservation area, many will be lost and 
their stone re-used in other buildings. 

TAYLORS 
 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 
High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  
9.00am—5.00pm 
Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 
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Your BN Distribution Dates 
for 2019 
We know that our readers, our contributors 
and our deliverers all like to know when BN 
is published each month, so here’s a table 
for 2019. Usually we distribute BN on a             
Friday, but because we’re told that you             
really like getting it by the first of the month, 
there are 2 months, May and August, when 
we will distribute on a Wednesday. And a 
reminder that all of our 40 deliverers are 
volunteers who try their best to get your 
copies to you on or near the distribution 
date, in all weathers, so be patient if it’s a bit 
late. And even offer to help, or step in if the 
deliverer is on holiday or unwell; all offers 
gratefully accepted. 

… Sometimes we need extra help on these 
distribution dates, especially when we have 
to insert flyers into copies of BN. We do the 
work down at Bentham Railway Station, 
usually for about an hour from 9am-10am.         
If you’d like to be one of our helpers,               
occasionally or often, please let us know by 
sending your name and contact details to 
Denise on 07770-801591, or at  

info@thebenthamnews.co.uk 

 

mailto:info@thebenthamnews.co.uk
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December Walks  
By Kate Rowe 
The deciduous trees may finally have lost 
their leaves by now, but what a wonderful, 
long display of colour they have given us 
this year. I don't think I remember them as 
colourful before. Now we can enjoy seeing 
the bare trees in their winter outline.  

Referring back to last month where I 
quoted Wainwright as saying that 
"grandmothers and infants" could climb Cat 
Bells, I can confirm as a grandmother that it 
is true. But it was quite a climb! We were 
lucky that the rain that had been forecast 
held off but, as happens sometimes, the 
walk had to be shortened due to mist on the 
next couple of peaks that we were aiming 
for. With shorter and lower down walks 
this month, hopefully all will be possible. 
Please note that only two start at 9.30am, 
though all leave from Lairgill. 

The first walk is on Saturday 1st is a 6.5 
mile circular walk. Starting at Melling we 
go via Tatham Church, Wennington, across 
to Wrayton and walk alongside the Greta 
back to Melling. 

On Tuesday 11th a 7 mile walk starts 
from Austwick Bridge. We pass Wood-
house and Meldings, follow Brunton Road 
and Cave Hole Road to the A65 then head 
to Lawkland Green. We pass Armistead 
Hall, go under the railway, pass Blaithwaite 
Farm and take fields to Black Bank Road. 
Passing an old quarry we go over the                  
railway, go below Lawkland Hall and old 
farm to cross fields back to the start. 

A later start of 11am on Sunday 16             
Dec for 6 miles from Rathmell. We’ll            
follow Back Lane and Hesley Lane out of 
Rathmell then turn onto a pleasant green 
lane to Upper Sheep Wash. The field path 
past Low Folds then takes us to the quiet 
road to Lower Wham where we turn to 
head back to Rathmell via Cocket Moss, 
passing Swainstead Knot and Green Farm. 

Another later start of 10.30am on         
Thursday 27th for a short after Christmas 
walk of about 4 miles followed by an             
optional pub lunch. Parking near the 
church at Clapham, we walk through the 
tunnels, along Thwaite Lane to Austwick 
and follow the road through the village. 
Field paths will return us to Clapham. 
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The Nation's Bells  
Rang Out Together to 
Mark the Armistice 
Centenary   
By Andrew Chappell (14 Banks Way, Bentham, 
LA2 7JH, Phone: 015242-62274) 

On 11th November 2018, 100 years since 
Armistice, bells rang out in unison at 
12.30pm and 7.05pm from churches and 
cathedrals in villages, towns and cities 
across the country. Big Ben also struck at 
11am to mark the centenary. It was with a 
great sense of pride and achievement that I 
was one of the band of Bentham bell ringers 
at St John’s Church, along with Tower             
Captain Leila Atkinson, Sue Neal, Hilary 
Wellgate, Christine Ronan and Vic Craven, 
to be part of this authentic and moving 
commemoration of the Armistice of 1918. 

     When I started bell ringing just over 12 
months ago, it was my main 
goal to be good enough to 
ring on this momentous             
occasion; not only to                   
remember the loss of so many 
lives, but also the loss of my 
great, great uncle Edward 
Magoolagan. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank 
the band members for their                
patience, help and encourage-
ment in turning a complete 
novice into someone who 
was able not only to ring the 
church bells but also to             
cherish being a part of this 
commemoration. 

     So, if you’re sitting there 
thinking, “It’s Wednesday 
night, there’s nowt on’t telly”, 
why not come along to St 
John’s Church at 7pm and 
give bell ringing a go? You 
never know, you might               
surprise yourself at how 
much enjoyment it brings.  

We’re not a secret society, and the great 
thing about ringing at St John’s is that                
people can actually see the bell ringers in 
action through the large Perspex window, 
something not all bell towers are like. Even 
if you don’t want to have a go, feel free to 
come along and watch and listen when the 
band are ringing. We look forward to seeing 
you, young and old. 
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Affordable Moped Hire 
in Rural Areas 

By Sarah Pettifer – Yorkshire Dales Millennium 
Trust: 015242 51002 or email 
media@ydmt.org 

The Wheels 2 Work scheme, 
managed by Hambleton 
Community Action, has a 
fleet of 35 mopeds which are 
available on loan to people in rural areas, 
enabling them to access work, apprentice-
ships and training across North Yorkshire. 

Last year ‘Wheels 2 Work’ received 
£8,000 from Yorkshire Dales Millennium 
Trust (YDMT) in recognition of their                  
important contribution helping to sustain 
and celebrate the Yorkshire Dales. 

‘Wheels 2 Work’ used their award to buy 
a new van to transport and deliver mopeds 
to customers living in remote rural areas, 
helping local people to stay in their home 
village or town rather than being forced to 
move out of the area to access training or 
employment. 

Andy Reddick, ‘Wheels 2 Work’                        
Coordinator, said: “Our customers can feel 
isolated, but the mopeds make it possible to 
not only access the workplace, but also to 
have a social life that is not restricted to 
within walking distance of their home.” 
People who join the scheme are mainly, but 
not exclusively, young. In return for a small 
weekly contribution, customers have access 
to a moped for 6 months, during which time 
they are encouraged to budget and save for 
their own transport to maintain access to the 
workplace. One-to-one mentoring and              
support (for example, with CVs and job 
applications) is also provided. ‘Wheels 2 
Work’ also provide free protective clothing 
and a helmet along with training                     
opportunities, including the Compulsory 
Basic Training (CBT) before taking the               
moped out onto the road. Insurance, tax, 
servicing and 24/7 emergency rescue are 
also arranged and paid for by the scheme. 

For more information about ‘Wheels 2 
Work’ and to apply, visit: 

hambletoncommunityaction.org/our-
services/wheels-2-work. For details of all the 
YDMT 20 Year Award winners and their 
achievements visit www.ydmt.org/20Years. 
 

Dales Railcard 
Winter Offer 

By Gerald Townson 

The Bentham Line Dales 
Railcard winter offer runs 
from 5th November 2018 to 
6th April 2019. This year the 
offer will run during the 
February half-term school 
holiday. It is available on all 
trains except the 6.48am Lancaster-Leeds,                  
Monday to Friday. It is valid all day at 
weekends and on bank holidays, and a 
break of journey is allowed at any point on 
the route. 

Holders of a Dales Railcard can                   
purchase a flat-fare Day Ranger ticket                  
covering all stations from Leeds to                 
Heysham Port for £7 and can be                    
accompanied by up to four children for a 
flat fare of £3.50 each. 

The offer is not available on the                   
following Saturdays (December 1st, 8th, 
15th and 22nd) and Sundays (December 
2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd). 

A similar offer is available on the Settle-
Carlisle line for adults (£9) and children 
(£4.50). These are available on all trains              
except the 5.51am Carlisle to Leeds,                   
Monday to Friday.  
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COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 
MOB 07765 882579 

LOGS LOGS LOGS 
Kiln Dried Firewood 

Seasoned Logs, Bags or Loads 
Cash and Carry  
Pick up Point 

 

Bentham Road, Ingleton 
 

Call David on:  015242 41521 
Mobile: 07713055404 
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What is the Patient  
Representative Group?  
By Danny Conroy - dsconroy44@gmail.com 

It was suggested that a summary of the 
minutes of the Patient Representative 
Group of Bentham’s Medical Practice could 
be placed in local magazines to make the 
public aware of the work of the PRG and 
hopefully encourage patients to                        
communicate more with the group. The full 
minutes can be seen by going to the BN 
webpage – www.the benthamnews.co.uk 

We meet every 2 months, and there were 
9 of us at our meeting in September 
(Lorraine Crossley-Close, Sandra Kay,            
Gerda Southwell, Andrea Tuohy, Tony 
Hudson, Judith Nicoland, Lin Barrington, 
Mairi McKirdy and myself). We heard that 
the phone answering system is in the               
process of changing and that patients 
should be reminded that they can book 
appointments online. Parking space and 
access to the building is always an issue 
and will be brought to the next meeting. 

Surgery Update: 

Staffing – Chris Sweeney is to join the             
practice for a year. Amy and Ben, medical 
students, will be in the surgery every other 
Thursday until Christmas.  

Improving Access to Psychological                 
Therapies (IAPT) – We now have 3                  
counsellors attending each week, supplied 
by Bradford.  

The practice is to have a Facebook page, 
with posts initially only being made by the 
practice.  

In May, MyGP was taken on-board with 
nearly 500 users to date. If patients require 
more comprehensive medical details, they 
will also have to sign up to EMIS. The next 
stage will be PreGP which is a type of                   
triage system when making appointments.  

There was a general discussion on the             
new Pharmacy2U system. It was generally 
agreed that this service was not beneficial to 
the community on a number of levels (see 
letter from Lin Barrington on page 17 of the 
November Bentham News).  
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The Bentham Line  
Pioneers Dementia 
Friendly Travel                               
By Rod Tickner (Vice chair and press officer): 
rail@tickneronline.co.uk  or 07902-543797 
On 9th October the Bentham Line (Leeds-
Morecambe Community Rail Partnership) 
made a presentation to its national body, 
the Association of Community Rail               
Partnerships (ACoRP), based in Hudders-
field, about its ‘Dementia and Community 
Rail’ project.  

Gerald Townson reported: “We have 
made five successful trips this summer to 
Morecambe and the Forest of Bowland 
AONB for groups of people living with 
dementia and their carers from Keighley, 
Skipton and Bentham. We have learnt a 
great deal about the practical aspects of 
successfully supporting those living with 
dementia. The Partnership’s hope is that 
this initiative, which has been developed on 
the Bentham Line, will be expanded to             
cover the entire Northern Network and be 
taken up by Community Rail Partnerships 
across the United Kingdom.” 

Whilst many aspects of the rail industry 
are rule orientated, when supporting                
people living with dementia there needs to 
be an element of discretion in how matters 
such as revenue collection are enforced, and            
extra help is needed getting on and off 
trains and moving around stations.                   
However, our experience has been one of 
excellent support from rail staff, ensuring 
as trouble-free journey as possible.                 
Dementia awareness sessions are being 
presented to front-line staff along the               
Bentham Line and more volunteers are 
being encouraged to support these valuable 
visits.  

 

 
Craven Concerns 
By District Councillor Linda Brockbank 
E-mail: cllr.lbrockbank@cravendc.gov.uk  
Tel: 015242-61598 
Poppies Galore 
The moving and innovative displays 
around the area commemorating 100 years 
since the end of the First World War were a 
real tribute to the community. What struck 
me most was the way the community had 
responded to the 'call for poppies' and for 
people to decorate the area; the response 
was amazing. It has been a real community 
project and our community looked                   
fabulous on the days leading up to                  
Remembrance Sunday. 
 

Craven Local Plan 
The Independent Examination of the                 
Craven Local Plan has come to a close after 
three weeks of hearings. The council is now 
considering the wording of proposed               
modifications to the Local Plan. Once these 
modifications have been drawn up, a six-
week consultation period will take place. 
Following the consultation, the council will 
submit all responses to the Inspector to 
assist his deliberations on the soundness of 
the Plan. 
A Merry Christmas to all from your Local 
Craven District Councillors, Ian Thompson 
and Linda Brockbank. 

Your Advert In Colour 
 From just £23, why not make  

your advert stand out?     
Email ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk  
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and Bentham  
Community  
Library 
 
 

By Lynda Graveson 
Basic Skills Using an iPad 
The next block of sessions 
will return for 6 weeks on 
Wednesday 9th January 
until Wednesday 13th February, 2.30pm to 
4.30pm, in the library. The sessions will be 
free of charge and are open to anyone who 
is not in work, for example, retired or look-
ing for work. Due to the popularity of these 
sessions, we are now asking people to tele-
phone 015242-62672 to book a place. 
Christmas Closure 
The library will close on Saturday 22nd             
December and reopen on Wednesday 2nd 
January. Pioneer Projects will be closed on 
Friday 21st December and reopen on                  
Monday 7th January. 

Thank you to all our fabulous volunteers 
for your hard work during 2018. Your time 
is extremely precious in supporting the 
Community Library and the work of               
Pioneer Projects. We wish everyone a            
peaceful Christmas.     

Lune Valley Pool Website Up 
and Running!  
By Roger Carter 
Lune Valley Swimming Pool (LVSP) now 
has a fully functional website at 
www.lunevalleypool.com, where you can 
find all the information about the pool’s 
timetables and prices. 

Customers have been enjoying their local 
pool since early September, with many             
commenting on the innovative UV-filtered 
water. Thanks to the support of the                 
community, LVSP are continuing with their 

fundraising drives, all of which are                      
documented and advertised on the website. 
The ‘Tag a Tile’ campaign is explained in 
detail for anybody who would like to take 
part and help support their local swimming 
pool. After seeing school pupils enjoying the 
pool, LVSP is now working on compiling a 
video of children’s stories. Keep an eye on 
the website to see why the children are so             
happy with their refurbished pool and the 
lessons they are taking part in. 

Please get in touch with the pool                     
manager on 01524-805666 if you would like 
more information about lessons, Aquafit 
and the new initiative that allows customers 
to book the pool for parties.  

http://www.lunevalleypool.com
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A Reminder: Many Countries 
are still at War 
By Bentham Area Refugee Support Group 
As part of the remembrance weekend, the 
Refugee Support Group thought about the 
horrors of war today. Ali B, who lives in 
Lancaster, seeking asylum from the war in 
Yemen, came and told us a moving and              
personal story about the deaths,                       
mutilations, hunger and disease caused by 
the bombing and blockade of his country 
and his people. He helped us make sense of 
a situation that always sounds so                       
complicated on the news. Saudi Arabia is in 
the process of eliminating Yemen’s viability, 
bombing airports, hospitals, schools as well 
as cities and villages. Starvation and cholera 
are rife, and the blockade of the coastline 
makes it really difficult for any help to get in. 
The worst humanitarian disaster known is 
unfolding – and it is entirely man-made and 
not very far away.  

We reminded ourselves that this                 
destruction, disease and desolation is                 
happening with the support of the UK. Four 
types of British made bombs and missiles are 
being used against Yemen by the Saudis, 
part of the UK’s huge £1.3 billion arms              
contract with them. Millions of people have 
been displaced within Yemen and some, like 
Ali, have managed to escape and seek              
sanctuary elsewhere. If we want to tackle the 
problems of refugees, we need to find ways 
of solving conflict, other than by going to 
war. In the meantime, we plan to build              
closer links with the Lancaster refugee              
community. Do look out for ways you can 
help. 

 

Celebrating Less 
(Plastic in  
Bentham) 
By Janine Fearon, BEST 
janinefearon@onetel.com 
Lots of healthy earthworms in 
our soils (did you know plastic 
waste affects earthworm behaviour?), clear 
streams and riverbanks, seas free of plastic 
waste which kills seabirds and other marine 
life.... That's a vision that has inspired the 
Bentham Action on Plastics (BAP) group this 
year, and we'd like to thank all the local           
people who've supported us in working 
towards it. 

Designing and selling the bamboo               

Bentham Mug was our contribution to            
reducing the number of single-use,                      
non-recyclable coffee mugs used locally. Our 
photo shows one in use in Melbourne,               
Australia. They’ve also being used in              
Canada and the Canaries, so we'd like to 
claim a global impact here. 

   The Bentham Mugs are all sold now and 
we're extremely grateful to all the local               
businesses who helped us do this: Barwise, 
Oakroyd, Cafe Culture, Bentham Golf Club, 
Riverside Caravan Park, Burton-in-Lonsdale 
Village Shop and Growing with Grace. It’s also 
good to see that Bentham Surgery has                  
replaced the single-use plastic cups in the 
waiting room with paper ones. 

The thin plastic bags in which we put 
small purchases are often single-use too. 
Paper is a far less environmentally harmful 
alternative and it's easily composted or                
recycled if the bag can't be re-used. Several 
local businesses that didn't already offer 
paper bags to customers trialled the use of 
BAP paper bags and some now offer paper 
bags routinely. We'd like to thank the local 
businesses who trialled paper bag use this 
year: Bentham fruit and veg market stall,                   
Flowerfields, the Co-op and Duxbury’s. 

The group's plans for next year include 
helping the Bentham Beagles to have a single
-use plastic free marathon next year. We're 
also continuing to promote the installation of 
a water fountain at Bentham station so that 
people can refill their re-usable water bottles, 
and to pick up litter of all kinds (see article on 
litter-picking on page 23). 

     If you have any ideas for reducing              
plastic use and plastic waste in Bentham, 
we'd love to hear from you.  

Wishing Bentham a Merry  
Christmas and a Happy New Year 

Bentham Action on Plastics 
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Fifty Years On: Securing North Craven’s Heritage 

By Pam Jordan, Booklet Editor, 07772 784852, jordan.pamela35@gmail.com 

In 1968 a young playwright wrote to the Craven Herald asking the Council to stop its 
policy of demolishing potentially sound old cottages to make way for insensitive                   
modern development in Settle. That playwright was Alan Bennett and he, along with a 
number of like-minded people, formed the Settle and District Civic Society a few weeks 
afterwards. The successors to that society, (North Craven Heritage Trust, North Craven 
Building Preservation Trust and Museum of North Craven Life), have been very              
successful over the fifty years since. The Building Trust has acquired and preserved             
historical buildings, most notably ‘The Folly’, where the Museum is based, which is now 
an important visitor attraction. The Heritage Trust records and promotes the local               
heritage of North Craven, intervenes on planning matters, and regularly hosts talks and 
visits. It also awards grants for the upkeep of historic buildings throughout the area. 

To celebrate this 50th Anniversary, a booklet, Fifty Years On: Securing North Craven’s 
Heritage, has been published to record these achievements. Alan Bennett, who was the 
president of both the Heritage Trust and the Building Trust for many years, has written 
the foreword. In highlighting many of the successes of the past fifty years he ends,                
"In the fifty years since the Settle Civic Society was founded, conservation, while more 
popular, has not got easier. Our societies still deserve support. Nobody wants a                  

Story of the Bonfire by Peter Rollinson 

Editors’ note:  
We have had an  

amazing selection of 

photos of  

Armistice and  

Fireworks.  

Please take the  

time to look on our 

website:  
www.  

thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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suburban Craven. There is still a great deal to be done.” 

James Innerdale, a Conservation Architect and former 
Chairman of the Building Trust, reminds us of a quote 
from William Morris, the designer, that “We are only the                
trustees for those that come after us”. Anne Read, President 
of NCHT, says, “We must try to live in the present, take 
care of the past and plan for the future”. 

The work of the North Craven Heritage Trust continues, 
with a need for active participation by people who share its aims. More members are 
needed to help with its work and the Trust is appealing to those who value the heritage 
of the area to support its efforts. Copies of the booklet are available from ‘The Folly’ in 
Settle and other outlets. 

Springfield Bowling Club Presentation Evening                    
By Helen Cross, Club Secretary 

On Tuesday 16th October Springfield Bowling Club held their annual presentation            
evening at Bentham Golf Club. The awards were presented by this year’s President,                
Helen Cross, to the following people:- 

 

 

This year, in June, a team was entered into the Home Guard Challenge Cup which was 
played at Burton-in-Lonsdale, and managed to win the trophy for the second year on a 
run. Medals were presented to the players who took part in this competition; Audrey 
Shannon, Andrew Cross, Tom Davies, Helen Cross, Pam Woof and Clifford Park.  

In the South Westmorland Seniors League the A team achieved their best position so 
far in the First Division, coming sixth and the newly promoted Lancaster Vets team                 
managed to hold their own in Division A, finishing 7th. 

Thanks to all who helped at the coffee morning on Saturday 22nd September and to 
those who provided prizes, cakes, etc, and all those who made time to attend on the day.  

The next season will start in March 2019 and if you have never played bowls before 
and would like to try, watch out for the opening day poster on the town hall                            
notice board. In the meantime, short mat bowls will be held on Monday afternoons in the 
town hall. Also the fortnightly social evenings in the club house will continue throughout 
the winter months for those interested. 



44  

 

 



  45  

 

What To Look For In December 
By Sue Halsall 

Now the festive season is upon us, you will be noticing holly and maybe 
looking out for some with berries. If you have ever wondered why some 
trees don’t ever have berries, then it’s because it’s a male. Only female 
trees have berries. Most plants have male and female parts within the 
same flower but holly has them on separate plants. Both have small 
white flowers but once the female flowers are pollinated, they will then 
develop the berries. These provide food for birds such as blackbirds and 
song thrushes as well as making a lovely decoration. 

     Ivy is also a huge benefit to wildlife at this time 
of year. It flowers very late, providing bees,               
hoverflies and other insects with nectar, and when 
walking down Duke Street on a sunny day in October it was                  
buzzing by the ivy on the walls. Birds will eat the ivy berries once 
all the other berries have been eaten. The stems and leaves            
hide lots of insects and spiders, all food for wrens  and blue tits and 
in spring provides spaces for wrens and robins to nest. I had a 
wren’s nest in some ivy in my garden this year but no flowers               
because it is on a north facing wall and ivy won’t flower in shady 
spots. 

     You may have noticed bats over your garden in summer and 
these are most likely to be pipistrelles. At this time of year they           
hibernate and their heart rate slows to about 10 beats per minute to 

conserve energy. Bat experts survey                
hibernating bats but it is very rare to find             
pipistrelles because they squeeze into very 
small spaces in trees and buildings.                                                                                                                                    
However they can turn 
up in odd places such as 
behind pictures and in 
log stores so if you 
should find what looks 
like a dead bat, it may 
be hibernating, so call 
the Bat Conservation 
Trust hotline on  0345 
130 0228 for advice. 

     Finally, it is of course 
the shortest day of the 
year this month. You may assume it is always 
on the 21st December but it varies and can be 
between 20th and 23rd. This year, the North 
Pole will be tilted furthest from the sun at 
22.22 GMT on 21st December. You may               
remember that the timing of the summer              
solstice varies too. But the good news is that 
the days are getting longer after that! 
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Age Concern in  
October  
By Olive Calverley 
On 5th October Age Concern was full of red 
wool and clicking needles as, guided by June 
Gerrie, we made poppies for the centenary 
marking the end of World War One. As we 
knitted and crocheted, we shared memories of 
family members who lost their lives in that 
and subsequent conflicts. On the 12th we had 
our usual breath-taking exercises; thank you 
Sally, we know these are good for us. On the 
19th our brains were also exercised when Jean 
organised a quiz based on general knowledge 
and nursery rhyme initials. On the 26th we 
had card bingo and chocolate. 

During the month, Clifford had a birthday 
and we sent him warm birthday wishes. Our 
coffee morning raised £600; thanks to all who 
helped and supported this event. We were also 
reminded that the Co-op are generously             
offering Age Concern a grant from their               
takings in November. The proceeds of the 2019 
Bentham Calendar will come to Age               
Concern – many thanks to all those who             
support us so generously. (Editor’s note: The 
Bentham Calendar, full of photos of lovely local 
scenes, is now on sale at £7.50 in the Post Office). 

 

Bentham News is published by a voluntary editorial committee consisting of Shirley Brown, 
Bob Clark, Kathleen Kelly, Ros Lloyd, Howard Matthew, Anne Preston, Jane Proctor, Richard 
Wallace, Pam Woof, and Denise Henshaw - co-ordinator, who can be contacted on 07770-
801591 c/o Emma’s Hair and Beauty, 29 Main Street, Bentham LA2 7HQ. Emma Greenep 
works alongside Denise administering the advertising side of the paper and can be reached on 
ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk. Every effort is made to ensure that information contained in the 
paper is correct; however, Bentham News is an open access paper and views and opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the editorial committee. The committee reserves the 
right to edit contributions. We are willing to withhold names on request, but names, addresses 
and telephone numbers must accompany  all  items  for publication.  
Email to:- info@thebenthamnews.co.uk or hand in to Emma’s Hair and Beauty in the Main 
Street or use our website www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 

Copy deadline is 12th December for the January edition. Please note we cannot                  
guarantee the inclusion of any articles after this date. We aim to acknowledge all emails, if you 
do not receive a reply to an email, contact us again, as it may not have been received. 
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Bentham News Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £18 local—£25 non local One eighth page colour £23 local—£30 non local 
One quarter page £35 local—£48 non local One quarter page colour £46 local—£56 non local 
One half page £80 local—£105 non local One half page colour £105 local—£125 non local 
Flyers  £150 commercial   Flyers £75 charity 
Pages 2 & 3 Spotlight Double Page Spread—advertising feature—£150          
People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   
 

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 
 

Send to ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk (or call 07770 801591) 
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 Bentham Remembered 
By Rev Anne Russell 
The act of commemorating the ending of WWI with a focus on those who died from our 
own community, was as remarkable as it was moving. Thank you for all of the hard 
work. It was a combined effort from those across the town including schools, pubs, shops, 
individuals, community leaders and the churches. It was wonderful to see the community 
come together to commemorate a big part of this nation’s history and this was specially 
marked by the making of thousands of red, white and purple poppies across the parish. 
Here are just a few of the many moving highlights.  

A busy exhibition, with memorabilia from local families, was held in the Town Hall 
with a talk from David Raw about the most highly decorated non-combatant of WWI, The 
Rev’d Theodore Bayley Hardy VC, DSO, MC. 

On 10th November, the new Parish War Memorial was unveiled and dedicated at             
Bentham Parish Church, St John’s. The memorial unites the fallen of High and Low                  
Bentham from WWI and WW2. It was a wonderful, packed service where stories of men 
from Bentham were movingly told. Special thanks to Allan and Marilyn Hartley for all 
their research and to Cllr Linda Brockbank for the dedication. 

On Sunday 11th November, a huge crowd gathered in the pouring rain at School Hill 
for the Service of Remembrance. This was followed by a community lunch attended by 
over 200 people. Food was provided free by our local churches. The day ended with the 
lighting of the beacon near the Big Stone and the ringing of bells at Bentham Parish 
Church. 

It was a real privilege for the churches of this area to help shape the events and                
commemorate the end of WWI and we thank all those who helped in whatever way. Of 
course, conflict continues in our world, and we do not forget this. We continue to pray for 
peace and an end to warfare and conflict. 

Find us on Facebook the bentham news find us on the web www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 
Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 


