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Bentham Pantomime ‘Snow White and 

the Seven Dwarfs’ comes to town. 

See page 6. Photos by Richard Norris. 
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Toola Comes To Bentham 
By Thomas Whitaker 

A new business is joining the line-up in 
High Bentham. Toola Interiors, a retailer of 
furniture, lighting and home accessories, 
was started online in 2018 by husband and 
wife team, Lauren and Thomas Kirk-
Whitaker (opposite; photo by Jon Brook,             
Bentham Imaging). 

In 2007 Lauren, 34, moved from Tatham 
to Manchester, where she studied for a             
degree in Textile Design and Design              
Management. After graduating she moved 
to Leeds to work in marketing for a                
national tile distributor and it was here that 
she met her husband, Thomas. After              
marrying in 2017, the couple decided to       
re-locate from Leeds to the countryside to 
follow their dream of starting their own 
business.  

Thomas, who has a background in                
supply chain and buying, was formerly a 
Supply Chain Director and is responsible 
for the sourcing and buying for the                     
business. Thomas said, ‘We are really                
excited to be opening in Bentham. We’ve 
worked closely with some of the UK’s 
premier suppliers to put together a great 
range of products. Our premises in High 
Bentham will allow us to showcase a small 
selection of our exciting range, with a much 
larger range available to order online at 
www.toola.co.uk .’ 

The business has already started                   
working with local holiday lets to style and 
supply furniture and is looking to expand 
further in this area.  

Toola Interiors, located on Station Road, 
officially opened at the end of January but 
will be holding a Grand Opening Event on 
Saturday, 9th February between 9am and 
6pm. Lauren said, ‘We have a great range, 
with everything from dining sets to                 
cushions and table lamps. We’d like to               
invite people to come and join us for a 
glass of prosecco to celebrate the opening 
and have a look at our exciting range of 
products. There will also be great offers 
and we’ll be launching our charity                     
partnership.’ 
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People of Bentham – Marilyn Hartley 

Our month by month coverage of Bentham men who died in World War One has now come 
to an end.  This month and next we are featuring the two people who brought these stories 
to life in such graphic and painful detail in the pages of the Bentham News, over the last 
four years. They are Marilyn and Allan Hartley. So this month we are featuring Marilyn, 
whose grandfather survived the war but was gassed and never really well afterwards. She 
is happily settled on Robin Lane where they have “everything we need” including close 
family living next door. 
 

How long have you lived in Bentham and what brought you here? 
I was born in 1946 in Radcliffe, north of Manchester. My husband, Allan, and I came to this 
area often at weekends for walking, caving or climbing, and in 1979 we moved to Ingleton. 
In 2000 some land came up for sale at Butterbur, so we bought it. Our daughter, Zoe, with 
Gary (Macdonald) had the old barn and between us we spent the next 6 years, largely by 
ourselves, building the house/barn we now live in. It was a massive project, and by the time 
we moved in, in 2006, I never wanted to do any more decorating, varnishing or tiling, ever! 
 

Tell us something about yourself that people wouldn’t normally know. 
Well, I suppose most people wouldn’t know I was a house-builder (see above!) but also,             
in my day, I was an excellent rifle shooter in the Bury Rifle Club, shooting for the reserve 
Lancashire Ladies team. I never quite managed a perfect TON, 100/100, but once scored 
97/100. I still have the card. 
 

If you could travel anywhere, where would you like to go? 
We have travelled a lot in our lives, and still go to the Alps every summer. Allan worked 
overseas, and our first big travel experience was in the mid 1970s to Kenya, where we lived 
in Nairobi for two years. I remember the dirt roads. After that we went to Iran. We were in 
Iran for a while based at an Army Camp, which, although it was in the desert, had all the 
facilities we needed. We had to leave when the Shah was deposed in 1979. After that we 
moved to the Middle East, living in three different places. We were in Dubai in the 1980s 
when it was really lovely. We then went to Thailand, where travelling around took quite a 
bit of getting used to, especially the noise and the traffic jams. We left when the economy 
crashed in 1997, going back to Dubai to work on the airport. It was OK but not as good as 
the 1980s, I wouldn’t want to go there now as it’s overdeveloped and glitzy. A place I’ve 
not been to but would like to visit would be New Zealand. 
 

What does a perfect day look like to you? 
A day with good weather, not too hot, no rain, no wind, having a round of golf with friends 
and getting a good score! I find the 18 holes at Bentham Golf Course (I was Lady Captain in 
2016) a bit much nowadays, and I now usually play at Casterton. 
 

If you could witness any event of the past, present or future, what would it be? 
I’d love to have been given a proper invitation to either of the recent royal weddings, 
Prince William’s or Prince Harry’s. Seeing everything that goes on and wearing a                     
gorgeous outfit would have been really good. 
 

Are there any world events that you remember particularly when you were growing up? 
It wasn’t really when I was growing up, but in 2001 we were in a hotel lounge at Jumeirah 
Beach in Dubai and the events of 9:11 were on the TV. Seeing the planes hit the Twin                 
Towers was an unbelievable sight that I’ll never forget. Allan declared that someone has 
just started a war with the United States. 
 

If you had an unlimited budget, what investment would you make in Bentham? 
I would develop the various footpaths in the area to make them more accessible for                 
people with wheelchairs or pushchairs. I struggle nowadays with getting over stiles, so I’d 
replace these with something that would make walking in the countryside more                 
accessible for all. I’d also build a Community Centre with indoor sports facilities and               
pleasant meeting rooms for various clubs. 
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What’s the worst job you’ve ever done? 
Maybe I’ve been lucky, but I’ve not had a worst job. I left school at 15 and because my           
parents told me in no uncertain terms that, “You’re not going in to the mill”, I learned to type 
and worked in an office for 6-7 years. I’ve done temping from time to time, but as I then 
had a child (Zoe), I worked in nursery schools wherever we were working, starting in               
Kenya, and I thoroughly enjoyed it. I worked in the pre-school at the University of                     
Cumbria until I retired 8 years ago. 
 

What’s your most treasured possession? 
My mother died quite young (aged 48 of pancreatic cancer), and I have her wedding and 
engagement rings, which are very precious to me. But it’s photographs, which hold the 
treasured memories and history of my family, which mean a lot. 
 

How do you relax? 
Apart from local walks and playing a bit of golf, I do like a ‘sundowner’. We learned this 
habit in Kenya. Between 5.30pm when people finished work and 7pm when the sun went 
down, they’d gather together for a drink. We have a small bar in our living room and very 
much enjoy Sunday evenings between 6pm and 7pm when Gary and Zoe, and               
maybe our grandchildren Lara (now 16) and Joseph (now 18) and the cat ‘Misty’ come over 
for a drink and a catch up.  
 

What did you want to be when you were growing up? 
A confectioner. I like making cakes, nothing too fancy (like on Bake Off) but I can make 
cream horns and vanilla slices. I remember enjoying learning Sugar Craft with Christine 
Jennings when Craven College did courses at Millers Court. 
 

Is there a book, film or live event that you’ve particularly enjoyed recently?  
I’m not a great reader, but I flick through books. Live events are too far away now, but I 
enjoy good drama on TV, if I can stay awake until the end! And we have the radio on all 
the time in the house, tuned to Smooth FM or Dales Radio. 

Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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Snow White and The 7 Dwarfs!  
By Claire Procter 

After months of preparation, script editing, singing,                

dancing, painting, papier-mâché-ing, spell-casting, apple 

polishing and a dusting off of fairy wands, Bentham               

Theatre Group are proud to present this year’s fabulous 

pantomime; Snow White and The 7 Dwarfs!!  

Fraggle’s creative and magical interpretation of Ben 

Crocker’s adaptation of this classic fairy tale takes us on a 

whimsical journey through the Wild Woods of Bentham 

with Snow White….meeting some colourful characters 

along the way! Will Snow White get her happy ever after? 

Who will end up fairest of them all? Will Snotty ever get rid of that cold?!? (You know the 

one!) The only way to find out is by buying a ticket and coming along to see for yourself!  

Performances will take place on four consecutive evenings in the Town Hall from 

Wednesday 27th February to Saturday 2nd March. Tickets are available now from               

Temptations on Main Street and are priced at a very reasonable £5.00 per adult, £3.50 for 

child and concession tickets and £3.50 for all Wednesday night tickets. Alternatively, you 

can call on 015242 61868 to reserve your seat and pay on the door on performance night. 

In a production that is guaranteed to have you laughing, singing, booing and hissing 

from start to finish, it is surely not one to be missed! 

Photo shows above: Isabella Shults, Jessica Hughes 

Front page: clockwise from top left: Harry Ellwood, Alma Burns Kandler; Susan Hughes, Michael 

Kane, Ellie-May Porter; back row l-r: Michael Kane, Lauren Foster, Ellie-May Porter, Maisie 

Charmer, Alistair Meiring, Lydia Metcalfe, Harry Ellwood, Alma Burns Kandler, Charlie 

Ellwood, Steven McGarry.; front row l-r: Susan Hughes, Isabella Shults, Finlay Procter, Matilda 

Procter, Mia Francis, Henry Francis, Jessica Hughes; Harry Ellwood, Alma Burns Kandler. 

Can you help?  

Bentham Theatre Group are looking for storage space for their costume 

collection.  If you can help, please contact Sue Halsall on 62083. 

 

Fancy A Flyer? 
Send your flyer hand delivered to  

Bentham residents in the BN for impact 
advertising.  We also deliver to  central 

points in outlying villages and towns 
 

A5 or folded A4 flyer inserts 
£150 commercial and £75 charity 

 

Email info@thebenthamnews.co.uk  
or ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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Is Your Dog a Predator? 

By Carolyne Lobb  
Facebook.com/allmyanimals: Mobile: 07523-
866791: Tel: 015242-98877 

This is a picture of my dog, who is able to 
take a command from about 150 metres 
away from me either by a verbal or visual 
command. Border collies in particular have 
good visual distance. He also lowers to the 
ground when he sees something moving, 
even a car or someone running will evoke 
this response. Why? The answer is                  
predatory drive. Your dog does not have to 
be attacking another dog to show predatory 
drive.  

We can dress our dogs in cute coats, 

wrap them in a warm duvet or take them to 
the grooming parlour, but despite our 
efforts to make them 'more human' they 
will always have at their core the                          
fundamentals of being a dog. Being a dog is 
about survival, just like their wolf                    
ancestors. Dogs chase balls, dig, hunt, 
shake objects in their mouth, mark territory 
– again, these are all predatory drives.  

So, please love your dogs, but allow 
them to be dogs too! In other words, allow 
them their wolf-like behaviour and let them 
be dogs with gentle human interference 
when necessary. I haven't attempted to stop 
my dog from lowering when he spots a 
vehicle, because that is the drive within the 
breed that I took on. I could, if I wanted, try 
to eradicate that predatory behaviour, but 
then I would run the risk of causing                  
frustration, anxiety and possible                        
aggression. Dictating my human desires 
onto him isn't necessary. In other words, he 
still gets to work on his herding and                   
pastoral duties, and this makes for a                 
happier dog! 
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Mandy’s February Food Blog 
Soup! So many to choose from and at this 
time of year with all the sniffles and colds, 
sometimes all you want is a bowl of soup 
with bread and butter. 

This month I have chosen two             
different styles of noodle soups. Firstly 
Chicken Noodle to give an Asian taste and 
also a Minestrone to keep things a bit more 
traditional. 

 

Chicken Noodle soup ( serves 2 ) 
 

900ml chicken stock or miso soup mix 
1 chicken breast 
1tsp fresh root ginger chopped  
50g rice or wheat noodles 
2tbsp sweetcorn 
2 -3 mushrooms thinly sliced 
2tsp soy sauce 
1 garlic clove finely chopped 
2 spring onions shredded 
Coriander leaves or chilli to finish 
 

Pour 900ml chicken or vegetable stock into 
a pan and add 1 boneless, skinless chicken 
breast, 1 tsp chopped root ginger and 1 
finely chopped garlic clove. 

Bring to the boil, then reduce the heat, 
partly cover and simmer for 20 minutes, 
until the chicken is tender. 

Remove the chicken to a board and 
shred into bite-size pieces using a couple of 
forks. 

Return the chicken to the stock with 50g 
rice or wheat noodles, 2 tbsp sweetcorn, 2-3  
thinly sliced mushrooms, 1 shredded 
spring onion and 2 tsp soy sauce. 

Simmer for 3-4 minutes until the noodles 
are tender. 
 

Minestrone 
 

1 tbsp olive oil 
1 brown onion, chopped 
2 carrots, chopped 
3 large celery sticks, chopped 
2 garlic cloves, finely chopped 
2 tbsp tomato purée 
400g tin chopped tomatoes 
1.2 litres/2 pints vegetable or chicken stock, 
made from a cube 
400g tin cannellini beans drained/rinsed 

100g/3½ dried spaghetti, broken into short 
lengths 
¼ head green cabbage, finely shredded 
salt and pepper 
 

Heat the olive oil in a large lidded saucepan 
over a medium heat. Add the onion, carrots 
and celery, season with a little salt and             
pepper and cook for about 10 minutes,            
stirring occasionally until the vegetables 
have softened. 

Add the garlic and fry for another                 
minute. Stir in the tomato purée and cook 
for a further three minutes. 

Tip in the tomatoes and stock. Cover 
with a lid and bring slowly to the boil.             
Reduce the heat to a simmer and cook for 
15 minutes. 

Add the beans and pasta and cook for a 
further 10 minutes, or until the pasta is 
cooked. Add the cabbage and cook for               
another 2 minutes. If the soup is too thick, 
add some hot water to reach your preferred 
consistency. Season to taste with salt and 
pepper before serving. 
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Fruit and Flowers in your 
February Garden     
By Joyce Knapp     

February is very much 
an in-between month 
for us gardeners, 
when it is too early to 
sow most seeds and 
most of the clearing 
up of last year's 
weeds, leaves and 
general garden debris will have been 
done and taken away to either a compost 
heap or saved for the first collection of 
our brown bins next month. We can, 
however, find jobs to do in the interim, 
such as removing last year's rotted leaves 
from around rhubarb plants. As these 
leaves have died back, they will reveal 
the crown, which is often pinkish in                 
colour and holds the buds of next year's 
growth.  By removing the rotted leaves, 
we will expose any slugs and snails that 
may have been seeking shelter there and 
dispose of them before they have a 
chance to multiply and cause damage to 
our precious rhubarb stems. We can also 
seek out and destroy any of their small, 
pearly white eggs, usually found in              
clusters. This is a very effective method 
of reducing the slug and snail population 
in any part of our gardens and can be 
used in shrub borders and perennial beds 
alike. Once we have tidied up around the 
rhubarb plants, they will benefit greatly 
from a covering of well-rotted, preferably 
strawy, farmyard manure, as will                   
raspberry canes and roses. We may wish 
to add a little rose fertiliser, watering it in 
around each rose, before putting on the 
manure, and care must be taken to keep 
the manure a little bit away from the 
stems of each plant.   

Continuing in the fruit garden,                
February is a good month in which to 

prune gooseberry bushes. This is best 
achieved by cutting back all side shoots 
to 2/3 buds, thereby greatly reducing the 

spiny shoots that would 
make picking the fruit 
quite painful. This             
technique also leads to     
a reduced number               
of considerably bigger           
berries being produced 
and allows the sun to 
penetrate the bush,            

helping the fruit to ripen more readily.     

    Moving away from the productive 
side of gardening, we may find daffodils 
are coming into flower this month and, if 
we wish to pick them to take indoors, it is 
worth noting that they are well-
partnered with a few sprigs of Forsythia 
whose small, bright yellow blooms will 
enhance the beauty of the daffodils. If we 
pick both of these just as they begin to 
bloom, we will get a much longer              
display.  

 
 

Nature 
Notes 
By David 
Fisher 
I went for an observational walk                   
from Bentham Bridge towards Bootham 
Pool, in search of tired salmon along          
the river bank. There were none,                   
probably because I went to check at               
the wrong time.  On occasion you do             
get to see these fish washed up,                        
exhausted after they have finished 
spawning. 

I was lucky enough to see an otter at 
Leighton Moss and I also heard a water 
rail.  Bearded tits can be seen on the grit 
tables when they come out of hiding in 
the reed beds.  Marsh harriers were             
flying above. 
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The West Riding Classic, Cave Rescue and 
Goma Diaries 
By Maggie McSherry 

Each Spring for the last 9 years I have helped organise The West Riding Classic cycle 
sportive, which starts and finishes in Clapham. This year’s event is on Saturday 27th 
April and we expect between 200 and 300 riders will once again take part. 

A sportive is an organised non-competitive bike ride along a specific sign-posted 
route. Riders often take part as individuals or in groups or in cycle clubs and, while some 
riders attempt to beat their personal best, others simply aim to finish the challenging 
routes and enjoy the company along the way. 

 

Three routes: 30 miles, 60 miles and 70 miles 

There are three routes to choose from - Short (30 miles), Long (60 miles) and Extra Long 
(70 miles). There is plenty of climbing – 2200 metres of vertical ascent on the extra long 
route – as the route navigates each of the famous Three Peaks - Ingleborough,                      
Pen-y-ghent and Whernside. All routes start and finish at Clapham Village Hall and all 
have a feed station stop at Horton Village Hall. 

 

Analogue cycling 

We try and remove as much as possible of the ‘tech’ of cycling because we believe it is 
more fun that way. So instead of a high tech GPS timing gizmo, our riders get a route 
card and manually clock-out and clock-in for the official times. The times of every rider 
are hand written in the Official Open Wheel Timing Book, which has all the times for all 
riders over the years and can be browsed at the start/finish station. We like to call this 
‘analogue cycling’. 

 

Feed Station: No litter. No Gels. 

Typically at a sportive feed station, riders will have access to scientifically tested                    
carbohydrate gels, carbohydrate drinks, jelly sweets and Soreen cake, resulting in a great 
deal of litter. However, at the Open Wheel feed station we provide proper home-made 
food, such as soup, Barwise bread, unlimited tea and coffee and, of course, Maggie 
McSherry’s famous parkin. Last year the very brilliant Mandy Booth of Simply Delicious 
ran the feed station for us and I’m very pleased to confirm that Mandy will be doing it 
again this year. 

 

Cave Rescue and Goma Cycling 

The Open Wheel is proud to support 
two fantastic groups doing important 
work in their local communities. 
Money raised through the West             
Riding Classic is donated to the 
groups. 
 

Cave Rescue Organisation 

Clapham Cave Rescue is the local 
cave and mountain rescue group and 
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the oldest cave rescue                    
organisation in the world.              
As well as providing first aid 
provision to the West            
Riding Classic, they are an            
essential service in the life of 
The Dales, providing support 
to walkers, cavers, farmers and 
livestock throughout the year. 
In 2018 we raised £1100 and in 
2017 £800 for CRO. 
 

Goma Cycling Club 

Goma Cycling Club is a                   
brilliant fledgling cycling 
group in the Democratic             
Republic of Congo. They            
provide cycling opportunities, training, bikes, leadership and guidance to young boys, 
girls, men and women in the city of Goma. They have enormous ambition and an even 
bigger heart. In 2018 we raised £1100 and in 2017 £800 for Goma CC. 

This winter we have been working hard to put together a pack of equipment, which 
will allow the riders in Goma to make video diaries of their year. We’ll be editing these 
and publishing them as regularly as possible. We will also have a screening event at           
Bradford Theatre in The Mill and possibly also in Bentham or Clapham. Assembling the 
equipment pack and getting it to Goma has been quite challenging. However, we are               
fortunate that two people who work for the UN have kindly agreed to receive the                   
equipment and transport it to Goma. The first video should be published by the end of 
January. Watch this space! 

 

VOLUNTEERS: Volunteers to help with the feed station and other tasks are always              
welcome. It is a fun day and you’ll be fed and looked after. Contact me on                                  
michael@theopenwheel.com  

 

CYCLE CLUBS: We are also keen to strengthen our links with the many cycle clubs in the 
area. If you think your club might want to get involved or take part, please get in touch. 

 

To enter the West Riding Classic, visit www.theopenwheel.com/wrc  

£20.00 | 30, 60 & 70 miles | 27th April 2019 
 

Meeting point: 

Clapham Village Hall, Cross Haw Lane, Clapham, North Yorkshire, LA2 8DZ 
 

Start times: 

• 8.00-9.30 am:  Extra-long route, 70 miles, 2200m vertical climbing 

• 8.00-10.30 am:  Long route, 60 miles 

• 10.00-11.00 am:  Short route, 30 miles 
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Tatham Fells 
By Mary Taylor  
Clive and Lucy Story, dressed for                
cycling, gave a beautifully illustrated talk 
about their tandem ride from Lands End 
to John O’Groats, entitled “Le Jog on a               
Bicycle Made for Two”, to Tatham Fells 
Women’s Institute members in the Old 
School on Tuesday evening, 8th January.  
The tandem was on 
display, as was all              
their clothing and 
equipment, which fitted 
into two 2½ kg                  
panniers. 

Clive told how he 
had made use of modern technology, using a 
specialised cycle route taking in cycle lanes, 
quiet lanes, old rail tracks and footpaths for 
1,250 miles instead of the direct 874 miles.                
He was able to call ahead to book                       
accommodation and his smart watch was 
better than any map.  Members drank in the 
scenes of picturesque villages, magnificent 
cathedrals, forest trails and moors as Clive 
recounted the journey.  They had a few              
mishaps, the tandem was damaged in             
terrible weather in Devon and they could 
only use a few of their 30 gears, making               
pedalling very hard until they had a new 
part fitted in Gloucester.  They told of their 
kind and helpful hosts on the way, drying 
their clothes, finding somewhere to store the 
tandem, and one at Waddington had                  
provided alternative accommodation free, 
when he had double booked them. The pair 
averaged about 50 miles a day and the                 
journey took just over three weeks to                
complete.  

Ruth Holden thanked Clive and Lucy, 
who judged the competition for a Holiday 
Souvenir; winners were Kath Coats, Ruth 
Garstang and Mary Taylor. 

President Linda Kirkby welcomed the 
speakers and members and told of coming 
events.  She and Secretary Jenny Herd read 
out the six resolutions put forward for the 
National AGM in June and, as each                 
member has an individual vote, voting            
papers were passed round, which were 
counted by Ann  Dawson. 

    The evening concluded with                        
refreshments provided by Isabel Hilton and 
Ruth Holden. The title of the February                 
meeting is The Map Lady with Sara                
Murray. 

High Bentham 
By Mary Brougham 
0n 3rd January Ruthie Woodhouse                     
came along to give us a talk on her 
work with Prison Fellowship, a             

religious charity organisation run by                  
volunteers. Ruthie is a Chaplaincy volunteer 
and she told us how important her work is 
in the prisons in England. The Fellowship 
runs six week  courses in prisons, with the 
hope of making prisoners aware of how 
their actions affect the lives of their victims 
and, of course, their victims’ families. She 
explained that when prisoners are released, 
there is very little back up for them once 
they leave prison and that two in three             
regularly re-offend. There are even criminals 
who like to be in prison; she says they find 
prison a safe place to be. Isn’t it incredible 
that some people prefer to be 
locked away rather than free 
to lead their own lives! The 
Fellowship also helps the 
children of offenders by           
giving them Christmas and 
birthday presents, etc, from 
the parents they have lost to 
crime. 

The raffle this month was won by Mary 
Hartley. 

If there are any ladies in the Bentham area 
who would like to join us, we meet on the 
first Thursday every month at 7.30pm in 
Bentham Town Hall. Come as a visitor and 
see how you like it - it’s only three pounds 
and you get a hot drink, biscuits and lots of 
good company, I can assure you that you 
will be made very welcome. The speakers 
are very good too. 

Low Bentham 
By Simone Pridmore 
As 2018 drew to a close our WI enjoyed a 
time of fellowship and celebration,                    
commencing with the Group Carol service at 
Austwick church at the beginning of                  
December. The Christmas Show at Gargrave, 
with lunch, was enjoyed, as was the visit to 
Southport on a cold winter’s day, although 
the Christmas Market was a bit                              
disappointing. The Christmas lunch at the 
Bridge Inn at Tatham did not disappoint. 
The food was good and fun and laughter 
followed in abundance.  

The first meeting in 2019 was our AGM. 
The committee was re- elected en bloc, with 
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one new member joining. The three officers 
were also willing to stand again for a               
further year so we were pleased to re-elect 
them: Mrs C Jennings, President, Mrs J          
Watkinson, Secretary, and Ms S Brown, 
Treasurer. Christine said she would remain 
in office for this our 50th birthday year but 
would like someone to be willing to take 
over next year. 

In her President’s report, Mrs Jennings 
welcomed 20 members, including 4 new 
members, and wished one and all a Happy 
and Healthy New Year, giving a full and 
comprehensive overview of our activities in 
2018 and thanking the committee for their 
support and encouragement. Mrs Brown 
gave our financial statement and explained 
that we were in a reasonable situation and 
had a small surplus. There followed a brief 
report from the secretary, Mrs Watkinson. 

Further plans were made for the future. 
The next Craft Club meeting is on 13th             
February. There had already been a meeting 
on 16th January at Mrs Watkinson’s home, 
attended by 4 members. Names were taken 
for the teams at the Agricultural Show Quiz. 
The Federation News was presented and 
followed by a request for support for the 
Community Link Café in its search to secure 
more funding as NYCC had withdrawn its 
funding. 

The Competition winners were                        
announced: 1st C Jennings, 2nd S Brown, 3rd 
(tied) K Ellershaw and S Brennand. 

Just before refreshments were served by 
the committee, voting took place on the           
Resolutions to go forward for the next WI 
campaign. The subject closest to the                   
Institute’s heart was the resolution on the 
call against the decline in local bus services. 

Our next meeting is at 7pm on 21st                        
February at the Community Primary School 
and is on ‘Wood Turning’ with Malcolm 
Smith. 
 

Snow Dance by Gary Bryson 
Pillowy powder 
Falls from the sky,  
I gaze in wonder,  
As the white flakes fly. 
Dancing and swirling,  
Through the air,  
Like an aerial ballerina,  
Without a care. 
 

It lands on the leaves,  
On the trees and the grass,  
It is silently pretty,  
But I know it won’t last. 
But just for the moment,  
I am taken away,  
By the still quiet beauty,  
That is here for the day. 

Photo  by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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Police News 
 
Compiled by members of your Safer Neighbourhood Team covering 
the Bentham, Ingleton and Settle area: PC 274 Andy McClurg, PC 
1960 Max Barton, PCSO 5561 Jayne Grace, PCSO 3572 Helen 
Stringer and PCSO 3649 Amanda Preston, who will be keeping 
you updated on recent crimes and incidents in Bentham and the 
surrounding area. 
  
We have had 44 incidents reported to the Police in Bentham between 01.12.18 to 08.01.19. 
Reports include - general administration from other forces, highway disruption - tree 
blocking road and burst water pipe, fraud, abandoned calls, anti-social behaviour,                  
suspicious incident / vehicle, concern for welfare / safety. 
 

02.12.18 – Burglary at a property on Main Street, High Bentham 
03.12.18 – Harassment notice issued 
08.12.18 – Violent incident in High Bentham – persons fighting, and allegations of                    
weapons being used – arrest made, investigation ongoing 
5th, 11th, 14th and 21st December - Concern for welfare, working with other agencies 
Between 7th and 11th December – Empty property in Low Bentham broken into  
13.12.18 – Anti social behaviour and criminal damage reported in Low Bentham 
7th, 18th and 21st December – Burglaries – off Tatterthorn Lane theft from outbuildings of 
scrap metal, 2 metal sheets, 2 angle grinders, 2 disc cutters, batteries, anvil and 10 Alloy 
wheels 
14th and 21st December - Burglaries on Tatterthorn Lane - theft from outbuilding of scrap 
metal, 12 working batteries and around 1 ton of copper cable 
Between 17th and 20th December - Burglary from barn on Mewith Lane, Bentham of 2 
Trail Bikes: Beta Euro in red and white VRM - YJ13AEC and Scorpa SY 250 in blue VRM – 
FX06GBU 
22.12.18 – Theft from Co-op Shop - £226 of alcohol taken – CCTV obtained and                        
investigation ongoing 
25.12.18 – Civil issue 
25.12.18 – Road related offence – manner of driving 
30.12.18 – Concern for safety – found safe and well 
04.01.19 – Suspect males hanging around farm on Clapham Road 
  

Town Hall update - Anti-Social Behaviour: Do you know what your children are up to?  
There have been extra patrols in the area and young persons have been spoken to. We are 
pleased to say no incidents have been reported since. Let’s hope this continues. 
  

Crime Prevention Campaign. Light up, Lock up  
With the nights drawing in, officers are concerned that opportunist burglars could target 
homes left obviously empty and in darkness. The darker nights are well and truly here, 
and this can catch residents out when it comes to home security. Too often, householders 
are making their properties an attractive proposition for burglars and thieves by leaving 
them in darkness. However, a few simple steps are all it takes to counter this risk – and 
this is where the police can help. Key ‘dark night’ crime prevention advice includes: 
• a well-lit home gives the impression that someone is in 
• use timer switchers to turn lights on while you are out 
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• don’t leave curtains closed during the day, only in the evening and overnight 
• lock all windows and doors 
• keep valuable items out of view 
• keep gates well secured 
 

Useful Internet Sites - Working to keep North Yorkshire a safe place to live, visit and 
work. 
Please visit www.northyorkshire.police.uk 
 

 www.police.uk is a useful site covering crime and policing in England, and it allows you 
to search for incidents recorded in your area. You can also report safety issues and speed 
concerns on  www.roadwise.co.uk 
 

If anyone would like to sign up to Craven Community messaging, then please visit  
www.northyorkshirecommunitymessaging.org 
  

Please report any suspect incidents at the time on 101, or 999 if urgent 
  

Contact Information: 
1 Ring 999 in an emergency or to report a crime in progress 
2 Ring 101 to report incidents or provide information 
3 Ring Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111 to remain anonymous 
4 E-mail SNACraven@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 
5 Jayne.Grace@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 
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People’s Page 
 

Personal Thanks 
BARNES 

Jo would like to thank everyone for their 
cards, flowers, help, advice and support 
following the death of Christopher. 
Thanks to all who attended and spoke at 
his funeral, and to B&W funerals and Rev 
Mabel Parr for the funeral service. 
 

Notices 
 

Stepping Stones Baby & Toddler Group 
had a surprise visitor at our Christmas               
Party on Wednesday 19th December when 
Santa arrived and gave all the children a 
present. Many thanks, Santa - you know 
who you are. 

A donation of craft Items from Kay              
Piper has been gratefully received by the 
Group and I would like to thank everyone 
for their continued support and donations 
throughout 2018. 

Wishing everyone a Very Happy New 
Year and I look forward to seeing you all at 
Stepping Stones Baby & Toddler Group in 
2019. 

Ruth Green 
 

SPRINGFIELD BOWLING CLUB AGM 

will be held on TUESDAY 26th FEBRUARY 

at 7pm in the pavilion. 
 
 

Cliff and Julie Fisher would like to thank 
all their family and friends for the cards 
and best wishes sent to them on the                 
occasion of their diamond wedding                   
anniversary on 1st January 2019. 

Cliff, Julie and David were joined by 
other family members for a dinner party at 
Caroline and Peter Fisher’s house in Low 
Bentham. Julie baked and decorated the 
celebratory cake, and given pride of place 
was a card from Her Majesty Queen             
Elizabeth II which said: “I send my                   
congratulations and best wishes to you on 
such a special occasion.” 
(see photo opposite) 

Positive  
Progressions  
Project - 
A Reminder 
 
We would like to remind you about the 
Positive Progressions Project mentioned on 
page 24 of January’s BN and on our web-
site. If you live in the Craven area and are a 
parent or a guardian with a child under 18 
living with you, are unemployed or                     
economically inactive, legally resident in 
the UK and would like to get help to find 
employment, this project could provide you 
with long-term, mentoring support while 
you search for training, education or                 
employment. Contact 01756 693 309. 
www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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Letters 
 

Dear Readers 
Now that the WW1                   
centenary has passed we 
are beginning to think about the 80th                
anniversary of the start of WW2 which               
occurs on 1st September 2019. 

Crucial details are missing about four 
men listed on Bentham Town Hall War            
Memorial and I wondered if anyone could 
provide information about them?  They are 
Henry Bonsfield, James (or John) Bush, 
Douglas Harrison and W Wilson. If it is 
possible to provide some details about them 
your help would be appreciated.  

Please ring me on 015242 61905. 
Many thanks 
David Johnson 

Hi Denise and magazine 
Thankyou for publishing Jo Warin’s           

article about the singing group. We gained 
3 new members and the group has been 
saved.  

What a great asset Bentham News is ! 
Regards, 
David Livesey 
 
We have received another letter from John 
Learmonth continuing the discussion about 
climate change.  We have published it on 
our website.  
 

Don’t forget the BN deadline date 
 is 12th February 

for the March edition 

SPOTLIGHT FEATURE 
Spotlight is a double page 

advertorial feature.  
If you would like your business  

to appear in a future edition, 
please contact Emma at 

ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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Citizens Advice in Craven from February 2019 
By Edward Pickering 

Our administrative office is re-locating to the Craven District Council offices in Belle Vue.   
We will maintain our public points of contact, with a combination of face-to-face ‘Drop 
In’ services in Skipton, Settle and South Craven, as well as a dedicated phone line (01756 
457 222), which will be available on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays between 10am 
and 4pm.  People will be able to contact us via our website (https://cachd.org.uk), email 
and web chat services. Those with more complex problems or who need more in-depth 
advice will continue to be offered telephone or face-to-face appointments, but we will be 
signposting clients with specific issues to other specialist organisations using the Craven 
Compass system.   

Full details of services will be available on our website from 1st February.  Please note 
that there will be no ‘Drop In’ services at Belle Vue.  Our physical point of contact in 
Skipton will be Dyneley Barn on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. 

 

January Council Meeting 
By Howard Matthew 

The January meeting was held on Thursday 3rd January 2019 at 7pm in the Lower Town 
Hall. As no representatives of Bentham News attended, we have asked the council for a 
copy of the minutes, which record the decisions of the meeting.   As a result we will be 
publishing two reports – one for January and one for February - in the next edition of 
Bentham News.   

If you wish to see the agenda for the January meeting, this is available on the Bentham 
Town Council website at www.benthamtowncouncil.co.uk 

 

 
 

Learn to Drive with  
Sally Moore 

 

Your local, friendly  
Instructor 

 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07960381491 
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February Walks 
By Kate Rowe 

As I was typing this with the radio on, 
there was a request by the BTO for people 
to listen out for Tawny owls and send in 
recordings. The survey has apparently been 
going on since end of September. But for 
the first time since last summer, the tawny 
owls were hooting in my garden last night. 
So I'm now doing the survey! I've back-
dated it with no hooting since September. I 
hope it means they will use the owl box I 
have put up …. and catch the rats! Mid-
January and the signs of Spring are here 
even though there is plenty of winter left. 
Our January walks have been quite dry                  
underfoot so far because of the relatively 
dry weather. By February that may have 
changed, but the days will be slowly             
lengthening, and snowdrops will be every-
where. We hope to see them on our walks, 
especially around Gressingham. We had a 
"first" for our walking group in January. As 
we got ready to leave Leighton Moss car 
park, a group of strangers decided they 
would join us as they'd come to walk but 
weren't sure where to go. Our walk had an 
option of a shortcut back to make a 4 mile 
walk, so that's what they did! We hope they 
enjoyed it. 

     Our first walk of 8.5 miles on                
Saturday 9th starts from behind Ahernes in 
Hellifield. We walk down past Hellifield 
Peel House, over to High Ground and cross 
the A65 to Switchers. We walk over                
Coniston Moor to the hotel, re-cross the 
A65 to Kelber and Pot Haw Farm then pass 
Stainton Cotes.  After making for                   
Brightenber Hill, we cross fields to                  
Swinden, then pass the Peel House again to 
return to the cars. 

    On Wednesday 13th a shorter walk of 
about 5 miles will start from Lloyn Bridge, 
Gressingham and, depending on the mud 
along the river, will take one of three routes 
to Arkholme. From Arkholme we'll cross 
fields to Locka Farm, then follow the road 

to Storrs Hall where there should be plenty 
of snowdrops to enjoy. After crossing 
fields, the road takes us to Gressingham 
from where we'll follow small roads back to 
the car or, depending on the outward route, 
we may follow fields back to Lloyn Bridge. 

   Starting from the car park at the Rose 
and Crown in Bainbridge there is a 5 or 8 
mile walk on Tuesday 19th. We cross the 
river and follow the old railway track to 
Askrigg from where we cross Askrigg 
Bottoms and pass over the River Ure at 
Worton Bridge. After climbing up to                 
Worton Scar, the top is followed as far as 
the mysterious stone circle at Brough Scar,            
before dropping down close to the Roman 
Fort and back to Bainbridge. Those who 
wish may take a sandwich and a quick 
drop of refreshment in the Rose and 
Crown. (5 miles). A further 3 miles is                 
available in the afternoon for those wanting 
more, going up to the start of the Roman 
Road and returning via Greensley Bank. 

The Lake District is our destination on 
Sunday 24th for an 8 mile walk. After               
parking by the side of Coniston opposite 
Wild Cat (Peel) Island we make our way to 
Sunny Bank Bridge. Leaving the road we 
climb up Coats Hill on Blawith Common, 
from which we can savour the view of the 
Coniston Fells. Making an arc over the 
moss, we cross into Torver Common,                
coming out onto a narrow road at Greaves 
Ground. This road is followed into Torver 
where we bear right via Brackenbarrow 
Farm to the lake side at Torver Common 
Wood. The Cumbria Way southward leads 
us along the shore back to the cars. 

All walks leave Lairgill at 9.30am. 

Please note our first walk of March is on 
Sunday 3rd and covers 8 miles round 
Rathmell and Wigglesworth. 

Don’t forget the BN deadline 
date is 12th February 
for the March edition 
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All joinery work  

Undertaken 
 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 
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Bentham Community  
Primary School 
By Claire Pearson, Headteacher 
As we move forwards into the Spring Term, 
children in all classes have settled back into 
school life after the excitement of Christmas 
and the New Year. We have many exciting 
trips, visits and opportunities planned for 
children of all ages to look forward to and 
take part in over the coming weeks. 

Following on from the Autumn Term, 
during January children took home to               
parents/carers their Pupil Progress reports.  
Hopefully there will have been some very 
proud parents/carers.  It is always a               
pleasure to read Progress Reports before 
they are sent home; it is lovely to see how 
children develop and engage in learning 
during their time at school.  

This term we will be taking part in a 
number of activities alongside Cluster 
Schools, including an Indoor Athletics 
event for children in Years 5 and 6, an              
Indoor Athletics event for children in Year 
2, a High 5 Netball event, Quik Sticks                  
Hockey, Quad Athletics and a North                
Craven Area Swimming Competition.  Also 
this term, children in Class 4 start their 
weekly swimming lessons at Settle                   
Swimming Pool, with children in Class 3 
having their turn next term. As I am sure 
everyone will agree, swimming is not only 
good exercise, but also a potentially life-
saving skill.  

On 5th February the school is hosting a 
‘Safer Internet Day’.  Whilst the Internet can 
be a wonderful place where children can 
gather amazing information, it can also be a 
dangerous place.  By educating children 
about the dangers of the World Wide Web 
we can hopefully help to keep them safe.  

During March children in Year 6 are 
going caving as part of their John Muir 
Award.  We would like to thank the York-
shire Dales Millennium Trust for funding 
this fantastic opportunity. 

This term, Parent Evenings will take 
place on Tuesday 5th March and                       
Wednesday 6th March.  It is always lovely 
to see so many parents attending                    

appointments to discuss the progress their 
child is making and find out how they can 
further support and develop their child’s 
development and learning. As is the case in 
almost all aspects of life, ‘Mighty Oaks from 
little Acorns grow’; hopefully children from 
Bentham Community Primary School will 
aspire to achieve great things.  

Finally, during March children in Year 6 
will take part in a visit to the Houses of 
Parliament.  This is an exciting opportunity 
for children to visit our capital city, have a 
tour of Parliament, enjoy a workshop based 
on ‘The People’s Parliament’ and also visit 
the London Eye!  For many of our children, 
this will be the first time they will have 
visited our capital city and travelled on the 
Tube.   

We still have a limited number of places 
available at our Nursery.  If you are                 
interested in a place, or would like to put 
your child’s name on a waiting list for           
future intakes, please do not hesitate to 
contact the School Office on 015242 61412. 
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Events in February 
Town Hall Codes: TB Ballroom LH Lower 
Hall WR Wenningdale Room  Others:  
PP Pioneer Projects LW Looking Well  

Fri 1st Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Post 
 Office Services.. And every Fri. Not 
 bank holidays. 
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern.  Stephen Caddy says ‘Hello’ 
 Town Hall, 7-11pm, Agricultural 
 quiz. TB. 
Sat 2nd  PP, Looking Well, 11am-1pm, 
 Panto prop-making workshops.  
 And 9th, 16th. 
 Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Friends of 
 Bentham School Coffee Morning. TB. 
Sun 3rd Town Hall, 1-5pm, Panto rehearsal. 
 TB. 
Mon 4th Methodist Church, 10-11.30am. 
 Toddle In for children aged 1-4 and 
 parent/carers. And 11th, 18th & 
 25th. 
 PP, Health Walks for Women, 
 9.20am Lairgill Car Park.  And 11th, 
 18th & 25th. 
 PP, Looking Well, Monthly Carers 
 Group with Making Art for those 
 with  Memory Loss both 10.15am-
 12.15pm, ring 62672 for details. 
 Town Hall,  1-4pm, Indoor Bowls.  
 And every Mon. TB. 
 7.30pm, Town Council, LH. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon,  
 Office Open. And every Mon. Not 
 bank holidays. 
 12:15-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Mon. Not bank hols. 
 4-6pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance. And every Mon in term time. 
 6.15-7.45pm, Tai Chi. And every 
 Mon in term time. 
Tues 5th PP, Looking Well, 10.30am, 
 Looking Well Tuesday Café and craft 
 activities. Community Lunch at 1pm 
 with soup. And 12th & 26th. 
 11.30-1pm, Creative Writing Group 
 in the library. And 12th, 19th & 26th  
 Town Hall, 9-11.45am, Dance. 
 And every Tues. LH. 
 10am-12noon, Craft Club. And 
 every Tues. WR. 
 6.30-9pm, Slimming World. And 
 every Tues. LH. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Office 
 Open. And every Tues. Not bank 
 holidays. 
 10am-12noon, Table top games. All 
 Welcome £1. 
 3.45-9pm, Helen Howard School of  

 Dance.  And every Tues term time. 
Wed 6th PP, Looking Well, 10.30am-12pm, 
 Sing Along. Tel 62672 for details. 
 And 13th & 27th. 
 2-4pm, Art for All Art Group. And 
 13th & 27th. 
 7.30-9pm, Singing for all. Tel. 
 David Burbridge 01539 621166 for 
 further details. And 13th & 27th. 
 Town Hall, 10-11.30am, Stepping. 
 Stones. TB. And every Wed. 
 7-8pm, Clubbercise, TB. And every 
 Wed. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12 noon. 
 Post Office Services. And every Wed. 
 Not bank holidays. 
 11.30am-2:15pm, Community Link  
 Café. And every Wed. Not bank 
 holidays. 
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of 
 Dance. And every Wed. in term time. 
 Methodist Church, 10-11.30am,  
 Coffee Morning. Donations to local 
 Charities. And every Wednesday  
Thurs 7th PP, Looking Well, 1-4pm Art 
 Shed. Community Art. And 14th & 
 28th. 
 Methodist Church, 2-4pm 
 Welcome-In. Dominoes and tea for 
 all ages, for transport contact Linda 
 Ellershaw on 61523.  And 21st. 
 Victoria Inst., 10am-12noon, Bat ’N’ 
 Chat. And every Thurs. Not bank 
 holidays. 
 4-8pm, Helen Howard School of  
 Dance.  And every Thurs. term time 
 Town Hall, , 9.30-10.30am, Pilates.  
 And 14th, 21st & 28th.  LH 
 7-10pm, WI LH. 
Fri 8th Victoria Inst., Doors open 6.30pm 
 eyes down at 7pm. Chocolate Bingo 
 Night. Refreshments and raffle. 
 PP, Looking Well, 10am-12.30pm, 
 Art Skills Development for details  
 tel 62672. And 8th & 15th 
 1-2.30pm, My Wellbeing College. 
 Living life to the Full.  
 And 15th & 22nd. 
 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm,  
 Age Concern.  Exercises with Sally. 
 Town Hall, Film Group, 8-11pm, TB, 
 see page 27. 
Sat 9th Footpath, 9.30am, Hellifield,  8.5 
 miles, Robert Baines, 41452.   
 See page 19. 
 Town Hall, 10am-12noon, 
 Community Link Coffee Morning TB. 
 Vic Inst., 10am-12noon, Book Swap. 
 And every 2nd Sat. 
 Toola Shop, Grand Opening. 9-6pm. 



  23  

 

Sun 10th Town Hall, 1-5pm, Panto 
 rehearsal. TB. 
Mon 11th PP, Looking Well, 10.15am-
 12.15pm, Making Art. For those with 
 Memory Loss and their carers, ring 
 62672 for details. And  25th. 
Tues 12th Bentham Community Library, 
 Book Group 2pm. 
 Methodist Church, 2.15pm, Bright  
 Hour - speaker Christine Caddy 
 

BN DEADLINE 
 

Wed 13th Methodist Church, 10-11.30am, 
 Rosemere Cancer Foundation Coffee 
 Morning. See back page.  
Thurs 14th Town Hall, 9.30-10.30am, 
 Pilates.  And every Thurs.  LH 
 Methodist Church Hall, 2-4pm, 
 Knit and Natter.  Knitting group for 
 all ages, help available. And 28th. 
Fri 15th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Caving in the Yorkshire 
 Dales. Alan Speight. 
Sat 16th Methodist Church, 7.30pm, 
 Saturday night live. With friends 
 from Caton Baptist Church.  
 Town Hall, 10am-12noon, Refugee  
 Support Group Coffee Morning. TB. 
Sun 17th Town Hall, 1-5pm, Panto 
 rehearsal TB. 
Tues 19th Footpath, 9.30am, Bainbridge,   
 5/8 miles, Graham & Vicky Cooper, 
 62535..  
 See page 19. 
Fri 22nd Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, Age 
 Concern. Parliamentary 
 Reminiscences. Michael Clark. 
Sat 23rd Town Hall, 10am-12noon, 
 LASRUG Coffee Morning.  
 10am-6pm, Panto set-up, TB. 
Sun 24th Footpath, Torver Common, 8  
   miles, Ed Badley,  62502. 
   See page 19. 
 Town Hall, 2-10pm, Panto rehearsal  
 Full building. 
Mon 25th, Methodist Church, 7.30pm, 
 Ewecross Historical Society, Marta 
 Alberti: Recent Discoveries at 
 Vindolanda. Visitors: £3. 
 Town Hall, 2-10pm, Panto rehearsal 
 Full building. 
Tues 26th, Springfield Bowling Club 
 Pavillion,  7pm, Bowling club AGM. 
 Town Hall, 6-10pm, Panto  rehearsa l 
Wed 27th, Town Hall, 6-10pm, Panto   
Thurs 28th, Town Hall, 6-10pm, Panto  
Fri 1st Mar Town Hall, 6-10pm, Panto 
 

BN DISTRIBUTION DAY   

Sat 2nd Mar Town Hall, 5pm, Panto. 

 

REDHEADS COAL  
AND GAS 

 

5 grades, 5 sizes of coal 
All sizes of Bottled Gas delivered 

 

Kindling, Logs, Wood pellets, Prepacked fuel 
Compost and Gro-Bags 

 

We won’t be beaten on Price,  
Quality and Service 

 

Regular deliveries to Bentham 

Tel: 015242 41626 
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News From Our Neighbours 
Settle Photographic Group   

www.settlephotos.org 
 

Monday 4th February 7.30pm  

Townhead Court, Settle 

Life at 40 by Shy Burhan 

Shy Burhan is a social documentary                     
photographer based in Shipley. She will be 
talking about her latest project "Life at 40" 
in which she documented 40 people who 
turned 40 in 2018. 

For more information about Shy and her 
work, visit her website: http://
shybphotography.com/iam-shy/ 
 

Monday 18th  February 7.30pm 

Townhead Court, Settle 

Desert Island Pictures 

Selected members will talk about the                  
pictures they would take with them to the 
proverbial "Desert Island".  

Gallery: "Still Life" 
 

Thursday 21st February 10.30am  

Gisburn 

Visit to Cattle Market, Gisburn  

Cattle and sheep markets provided                    
fascinating venues for photography, so 
we're hoping for an interesting morning.  

Always check the website for details 
about the visits. 

    From May to September inclusive there is 
only one evening meeting a month as well 
as one visit. The May Meeting and Visit are 
still to be decided.  Check website for                
details nearer the time. 
 

Handbells 

All Saints Church, Burton in Lonsdale have 
a set of handbells and are looking to start a 
team to ring them.  We have an instructor 
who will come to start teaching in the 
church room of All Saints on Thursday 7th 
February.  From 1pm there will be a chance 
to come to look at the bells and talk about 
them, from 2pm there will be an informal 
teaching session. The bells are rung by 
numbers so you do not have to be musical 

to give it a try! 

Contact allsaintscw@gmail.com or just turn 
up on the day 
 

Stay and Play 

All Saints Church, Burton in Lonsdale run a 
session for children from birth onwards 
until school age with parents or carers              
every Thursday morning 10 am - 12 noon. 
Do come along, for more information                
contact allsaintscw@gmail.com or just turn 
up on any Thursday. 

 

Film Show at Ingleborough Community 
Centre- The Leisure Seekers Friday 8th             
February 7.30pm £5 per ticket,  doors open 
7pm. 

 

Hello Fans and Friends 

Happy New Year ! 

Saturday 2nd March will see the return of 
the Jamie Brownfield Quartet, with Tom 
Kincaid on piano, who will play their mix 
of New Orleans Street Beat, Swing,                    
Reggae...and much more.  

Usual venue, Hornby Village Institute, 
Main Street, (A683) Hornby, LA2 8JR. 
Doors & bar open at 7.30, music from 8pm. 

Tickets £12 on the door or ring 015242 
22227. 

Pop the date on your  new calendar 
now... but I`ll remind you nearer the time. 

Best wishes 

Sam   

 

Fancy A Flyer? 
Send your flyer hand delivered to  
Bentham residents in the BN for  

impact advertising.  We also deliver to  
central points in outlying villages and 

towns 
 

A5 or folded A4 flyer inserts 
£150 commercial and £75 charity 

 

Email info@thebenthamnews.co.uk  
or ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 
01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

MARK WATSON 
HOME & GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 
 

 
Gardening 

and landscaping services,  
mowing, strimming. Hedge cutting, fencing, 

paving, turfing and power washing.  
Loft insulating and pointing. 

 

07759680938   07759680943 
015242 62038 

 

MEL BOOTH 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

07825749631 
 

GENERAL HANDYMAN,  
GARDEN MAINTENANCE,   

GREAT RATES. 

 

Bentham Taxis 
Ian Whitaker 

Eight Seater 
 

Tel: 015242 62462 
Mob: 07768 571407 

 

“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 

Settle Chimney  
Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  
Sweeping Service. 

Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls, Carbon  
Monoxide Detectors Supplied & Fitted. 
National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683  
Mob. 07815 285321  
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 Bentham Film Group 
By Stella Hall 

 On  Friday 8th February 2019, 
Bentham Film Group will be 
showing the film 'Lion' (Cert PG) 
in Bentham Town Hall. 

Based on a very moving true story, the 
film tells how a five year old boy, Saroo 
(played by Sunny Pawar), becomes                    
separated from his brother on a train that 
takes him thousands of miles away from 
home across India. He learns to survive 
many challenges alone in Kolkata 
(Calcutta) before being adopted from an 
orphanage by a couple from Australia. 
Twenty-five years later and having just a 
handful of memories, Saroo (now played 
by Dev Patel) is determined to find his lost 
family. The film also stars Nicole Kidman, 
Rooney Mara and David Wenham. 

As usual, the film starts at 8pm and             
tickets cost £5 on the door. There will be a 
raffle and refreshments in the interval. The 
Film Group wishes to thank local business-
es for donating the raffle prizes. 

 

TAYLORS 
 

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
G.N.Theobald F.C. Optom 

Mount Pleasant House 
High Bentham 

OPEN WEDNESDAY  
9.00am—5.00pm 
Tel 01524 32915  

For an appointment 



28  

 

 
 

 

 



  29  

 

WWW.THEBENTHAMNEWS.CO.UK – One Year On … 
By Emma Greenep 

Amazingly the rebuilt Bentham News website is now a year old… where does time go!? 
You may remember the article in March 2018 introducing it? Anyway, since then the               
website has had a very steady flow of visitors, and the very clever analytics tell us it’s 
been viewed 8,407 times! The most views in one day were 154 on December 3rd, which I 
am guessing was because a lot of you wanted to see the amazing bonfire and                          
remembrance pictures that we couldn’t fit into the printed edition. To bring you up-to-
date, today, as I am writing on 8th January, there have been 11 views to the page, and we 
currently have 41 subscribers.  

“What is a subscriber?” I hear you say. You become a subscriber by visiting the                 
homepage of the website, and filling in your email address. Then you will receive an 
email each time we update the site. Don’t worry, we don’t bombard you. Updating is              
generally done just once a month around the time when we publish that month’s Bentham 
News and then upload the current edition. Sometimes there might be an extra update 
after deadline if we’ve received any last minute information that would be out of date if 
we waited to publish it in the next edition.  So why not log on and have a look? There is 
an advertisers’ directory, an events page, archived copies and a list of stockists if you’d 
prefer to pick up a printed version of BN. 

In addition to the website, we are also on Facebook, and you can find us by searching 
for ‘The Bentham News’. It’s very early days with social media for us, so mainly we use 
Facebook to remind people about our deadline date and to let you know when the website 
has been updated. But if there is anything you would like to see on Facebook, please let us 
know. Similarly with the website – we are the community newspaper and really want to 
produce what the community would like to see.  
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Need Farm Yard Manure For Your Garden? 
By Steve Taylor 
Is your garden lagging behind your neighbour’s garden? Is it looking 
‘greener on the other side’? Then you’ll probably want to place an order. 

On Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th March 2019 Vale O’ Lune YFC are 
hosting their Annual Muck Haul. 

Cost Per Bag- £3 
Wheelbarrow- £5 
1/2 Trailer Loose- £30 
Full trailer Loose- £50 
1/2 Trailer bagged £50 (25 bags @ £2.50 a bag) 
Full trailer bagged £70 (50 bags @ £1.40 a bag) 
 

Call or text Club Chairman Steve Taylor - 07775 573007 

The money we raise will help to contribute to the running of the club and contribute 
towards our charity of the year. 

Vale O’ Lune YFC Registered Charity Number: 1070317 

Find us on Facebook @ Vale O’ Lune Young Farmers’ Club    

Photo by Steve Taylor of Jake Tattersall, left and Alan Taylor, right, Vale members. 
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Inter-Faith Weekend in 
the Dales 

By Sarah Pettifer,  Yorkshire Dales Millennium 
Trust, Clapham, LA2 8DP Tel: 015242-51002 

Thanks to National Lottery players,                
Ribblehead recently played host to a group 
of Muslim and Christian women who cto-
gether to explore their faith, build                  
relationships and talk about shared issues 
of concern. Organised by Yorkshire Dales             
Millennium Trust (YDMT) in partnership 
with the Rev Anne Russell, Team Rector for 
the Ingleborough team of churches, the event offered the opportunity to foster                           
understanding, counter stereotypes and find solidarity in problems of mutual concern.  

Based at Broadrake, near Chapel-le-Dale, the weekend retreat brought together almost 
20 women from different backgrounds to meet and share time in the scenic Yorkshire 
Dales landscape. One aim of the weekend was to forge links between rural and urban 
groups, creating an opportunity for people to get to know each other, break down             
barriers and allow friendships to flourish whilst learning new skills and experiencing the 
natural environment. Sue Simpson from Bentham said: “I’ve spent the weekend                       
celebrating life and just being a woman. I want to thank all my sisters for sharing this 
celebration with me.” 

The women took turns cooking for each other and Sahera Patel, author of ‘I’m not a 
Celebrity, I’m a Muslim’, shared her experience of being a writer and a Muslim in                  
Northern England. Art and craft workshops took place, including lantern making with 
artist Carine Brosse, willow weaving with Rachel Benson and ink drawing with Doris 
Rohr, as well as making mosaics and patchwork. 

This initiative formed part of ‘Ingleborough For All’, YDMT’s community outreach 
project, which enables disadvantaged urban groups from the 10% most economically          
deprived communities in the country to take part in fun, active and thought-provoking 
activities in the Yorkshire Dales. Since 2005 more than 10,000 disadvantaged people have 
visited the Dales with YDMT, gaining skills and confidence whilst enjoying the health 
and well-being benefits of spending time in the countryside. 
  

Top,  

Exploring the 
Yorkshire Dales 
countryside –  

Rev Anne           
Russell and 
Zlakha Ahmed. 
 

Right,  

Group photo 
with the Ribble-
head Viaduct in 
the background. 
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COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 
MOB 07765 882579 

LOGS LOGS LOGS 
Kiln Dried Firewood 

Seasoned Logs, Bags or Loads 
Cash and Carry  
Pick up Point 

 

Bentham Road, Ingleton 
 

Call David on:  015242 41521 
Mobile: 07713055404 
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Have you Heard of 

Pickleball? 
By Sue Halsall 

I hadn’t till the autumn of 2016, 

when a new member to 

Austwick Tennis Club arrived 

and said that he usually played 

pickleball but there are no clubs 

nearby so he had to make do 

with tennis. A few of us were 

curious and asked him to show 

us how to play the game and 

now the club, Austwick Picca-

lillis, has 32 members, with about ten of us 

who have played in international and local 

tournaments and won medals. It is such a 

great game and was invented in 1965 by 

some friends in the USA who, when they 

couldn’t find a shuttlecock to play                   

badminton, made do with a lower net and a 

plastic ball. The sport is now played in 

many countries, including the UK. 

It is played on a badminton court with a 
net 3 feet high and is a mixture of table                
tennis, tennis and badminton. The service 
line is slightly further from the net than for 
badminton so we put tape down for this. 
The gap between the service line and the 
net is called the No Volley Zone. The bat 
(paddle) is more like a table tennis bat in 
that it doesn’t have strings and the ball is 

plastic with holes in. Although 
young people play it, it is great 
for older players because you 
don’t have to run too much, the 
bats are light weight (great for 
those with a sore shoulder!) and 
women can compete equally 
with men – it’s not about 
strength and hitting the ball 
hard. 

   You can see how it is played if 
you go onto YouTube but                 
basically one player serves, the 
ball must bounce, then is                 
returned and must bounce 
again, but from the third shot 

onwards it can be volleyed or allowed to 
bounce. However, you cannot volley it if 
you are in the No Volley Zone by the net – 
that’s a foul shot and catches many people 
out. We play doubles so the serve goes 
round all the players like in badminton and 
it is played up to 11 points.  

Austwick Piccalillis are a member of the 
North West Pickleball Association based in 
Preston. We go there once a month to play 
but if you fancy having a go, come along to 
Giggleswick School sports hall on a                      
Saturday morning between 10am and 
12noon. I have entered the Scottish Open in 
Glasgow next May and the English Open in 
Nottingham in August. I am hooked on it 
and play 3 or 4 times a week as it’s better 
than tennis and badminton – in my opinion! 
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and Bentham Community Library 

By Lynda Graveson: Tel: 015242-62672 or email office@pioneerprojects.org.uk 

 

 

Pioneer Projects recently delivered Dementia Friends Information Sessions to staff at                 
Bentham Medical Practice and firefighters from Bentham and Settle Fire Stations.                      
Everybody was keen to learn more about how to understand those living with dementia, 
which leaves people feeling confused and vulnerable. This understanding will help              
reduce the stress felt by those living with dementia, enabling the required assistance and 
support to be provided as quickly and easily as possible. 

In Looking Well during the afternoon of Friday 21st December, a Blue Christmas event 
was held - a special reflective time of readings, music, food and spiritual refreshment to 
support those of us who can find Christmas a really difficult time. It was led by members 
of Bentham Parish Church St John’s as part of their hope to support and serve everyone 
in the community regardless of age, health, or orientation.  

Pioneer Projects Carers and Creative Art Dementia Groups recently enjoyed a trip to            
Ingleton Quarry and the Limestone Lithophone at Horton-in-Ribblesdale Train Station. 
The Lithophone was made from Ingleton stone as part of the Yorkshire Dales Millennium 
Trust ‘Stories in Stone’ project. 

There is an exhibition in Pioneer Projects foyer and the                
library of A Portrait of Ingleborough - a collection of photo-
graphs (see example right of Jim Davis Cave Rescue) illustrating 
how people live, enjoy and work on and around the mountain. 
The photographs, taken by resident Hilary Fenten, are a snap-
shot in time of the area’s social history, showing how people 
connect to the land and its communities. This exhibition is                
being funded through ‘Stories in Stone’, a scheme of                  
conservation and community projects developed by the Ingle-
borough Dales Landscape Partnership, led by Yorkshire Dales 
Millennium Trust and supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

SELFA will be providing Mental Health First Aid Training 
free for those who volunteer or work for the voluntary and community sector in Craven 
at Pioneer Projects on 20th and 21st February, 9am-4.30pm. In this two-day course you 
will learn to recognise early signs of mental health problems and respond appropriately 
to assist people in your community, family or workplace. You will gain practical skills to 
offer initial support to someone experiencing a mental health problem. To register your 
interest or for further information, please contact SELFA by email admin@selfa.org.uk or 
call 01756-706384. 

Karen Allsopp, Bentham Community Library Outreach Librarian can help with Blue 
Badge, bus passes and DBS checks. If Karen is not in the library, the volunteers on duty 
can give you Karen’s number so that they can leave her a message and your preferred 
contact details. Karen will then get in touch with you ASAP. Karen’s direct number is 
01609-534564.  

Don’t forget that Panto prop-making workshops continue into February in Looking 
Well Studio. See diary dates.  

Finally, Looking Well Community garden needs a new greenhouse. Has anyone got a 
greenhouse that they don't want anymore (approximately 2 x 3 metres) and could be 
easily moved to a new home?  
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Teenage Book Review 
All the Wrong Questions 
By Daisy Redfern 
All the Wrong Questions is a quartet written by             
Lemony Snicket, the first of which was written in 
2012. The final book in this selection (Why is this 
Night Different from All Other Nights?) was written 
in 2015. The series takes us to the empty, sad town of 
Stain’d-by-the-Sea, fraught by ancient superstitions 
and destroyed by the ever-growing human pursuit of 
success.  
    Snicket is a young detective on a mission with his 
disastrous chaperone, Theodora S Markson. As 
Snicket’s assignment has progressed, he has learnt 
more and more of ‘the prominent individual’, a 
phrase which here means hero or villain, known as 
Hangfire. Hangfire has stalked Snicket through streets 
and haunted his nights, but has never been caught. 
And now, the noble sleuth travels through the lawless 
Clusterous Forest of black seaweed on a train heading 
for the city where an innocent person will be                 

imprisoned for an even more innocent person’s death. But Snicket and his group of 
trusted associates have all worked independently for the same goal – to trap once and 
for all the dark shadow of a villain who has darkened their lives.  

Because of Snicket’s ingenious writing, the reader often finds her/himself biased                  
towards one of the characters, even when each different argument is completely valid in 
its own way. I found myself unable to put this book down; as Snicket asks more and 
more questions we want every single answer there is, and more. As a final book it left 
me itching for more of the story, even at its second read! This series will always stand 
very high in my opinion, and makes me want Snicket to write more. 

Update on Dementia Awareness on the Bentham Line 
By Rod Tickner, Photo by Gerald Townson 
On 10th January the Leeds-Morecambe Community Rail Partnership (CRP) formally 
marked the involvement of both Arriva Rail North (Northern) and Carlisle Support              
Services in promoting dementia awareness on the Bentham Line. 

Gerald Townson, CRP Chairman, presented framed certificates to John Kitching, the 
Northern station manager at Shipley, Bingley, Keighley and Skipton stations and to Paul 
Kemp from Carlisle Support Services, who have attended training sessions to raise                   
awareness of dementia. 

The Association of Community Rail                   
Partnerships is delighted to support this major 
project and is looking forward to this important 
initiative expanding beyond the Bentham Line. 
Left to right: Rod Tickner, Vice chair Bentham Line,             
Dementia Champion; Ian Davis, ACoRP; John                
Kitching, Station Manager Northern; Stephen Elrick 
from Skipton ticket office; Paul Kemp, Carlisle Support 
Services; Lance Parker one of the gateline staff based at 
Skipton; Catherine Huddlestone, Community Rail Part-
nership Officer, Dementia Champion 
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What to look for in February 
By Sue Halsall 

Last February I wrote about catkins which appear during this 
month. Alders have male and female catkins but are not as well 
known as hazel and goat willow. Since these trees like to have 
wet roots, alders grow along river banks and there are plenty 
along the Wenning, and their roots help to prevent erosion. The 
new catkins are short and stubby if female and longer if male 
and they have a purple tinge to them, making the whole tree 
look red – purple. Eventually they open to reveal yellow               
insides and the female ones turn woody, looking like small 
pine cones the following spring and there’s one at the bottom of 

the photo. 

    Most ferns die 
back over winter 
but a few are hardy 
enough to survive. One such fern is the            
common Polypody and this grows in damp, 
shady woods, on moss covered dry stone 
walls and even on the branches or forks of 
trees. This makes it an “epiphyte”, which is a 
plant that grows on another plant but isn’t a 
parasite. Its leaves are leathery and ladder 
like, up to 30cm long with pimples                        

underneath and these are the spore capsules. Although it prefers damp conditions, it can 
survive dry spells such as the summer of 2018. I think it is an attractive 
plant and I took this photo by Branstone Beck. 

Black headed gulls are quite common around gardens at this time of 
year when they make the most of food put out for birds but also eat 
worms, fish and carrion. They are often in groups and are very noisy, 
constantly squabbling, and are smaller than the gulls most people                
associate with the seaside (herring gulls). From October, they do not 
have black heads but just a small black patch behind the eye but during 
February they grow the dark feathers (actually chocolate brown)  that 
give them their name. This change triggers aggression between adult birds. They are 
quite handsome birds, with red beaks and 
legs, white bodies and grey wings. 

There are still a lot of fungi growing,                
especially in woods, and one rather                         
spectacular one (which I have never seen) 
called cobalt crust fungus has been                      
found locally. As you might expect, it is a 
beautiful blue colour and forms crusts on 
dead wood, especially from ash trees, but                   
it is uncommon, especially this far north.                
So well done to Dave Pearce for getting this 
great photo of it! 
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Festivities at 
Age Concern in 
December 

By Olive Calverley 

On the 7th we made table decorations to 
grace the festive meal, our Christmas lunch. 
On the 14th Jean Gathergood received a 
presentation to celebrate her special                   
birthday, and to thank her for the work she 
does for Age Concern. The room was               
decorated with holly and a splendid               
Christmas tree stood proudly in one corner. 
As we sat round our beautifully decorated 
tables, drinks were served by our ‘butler’! 
We expressed hearty thanks for the                   
Christmas lunch, which was ably prepared 
by our cook and served by the helpers.          
Carols and festive songs, led by Janet              
Etherington and Margaret Smith and their 
two accordions, were much appreciated, 
after which Father Christmas, accompanied 
by his ‘Elf’ distributed gifts. A good time 
was had by all. 

The first meeting of our New Year was 
on 4th January – you would always be very 
welcome to 
come and join 
us. 

 

 

Bentham News is published by a voluntary editorial committee consisting of Shirley Brown, 
Bob Clark, Kathleen Kelly, Ros Lloyd, Howard Matthew, Anne Preston, Jane Proctor, Richard 
Wallace, Pam Woof, and Denise Henshaw - co-ordinator, who can be contacted on                      
07770-801591 c/o Emma’s Hair and Beauty, 29 Main Street, Bentham LA2 7HQ. Emma 
Greenep works alongside Denise administering the advertising side of the paper and can be 
reached on ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk. Every effort is made to ensure that information             
contained in the paper is correct; however, Bentham News is an open access paper and views 
and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editorial committee. The committee 
reserves the right to edit contributions. We are willing to withhold names on request, but 
names, addresses and telephone numbers must accompany  all  items  for publication.  
Email to:- info@thebenthamnews.co.uk or hand in to Emma’s Hair and Beauty in the Main 
Street or use our website www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 

Copy deadline is 12th February for the March edition. Please note we cannot                  
guarantee the inclusion of any articles after this date. We aim to acknowledge all emails, if 
you do not receive a reply to an email, contact us again, as it may not have been received. 
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Bentham News Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £18 local—£25 non local One eighth page colour £23 local—£30 non local 
One quarter page £35 local—£48 non local One quarter page colour £46 local—£56 non local 
One half page £80 local—£105 non local One half page colour £105 local—£125 non local 
Flyers  £150 commercial   Flyers £75 charity 
Pages 2 & 3 Spotlight Double Page Spread—advertising feature—£150          
People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   
 

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 
 

Send to ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk (or call 07770 801591) 
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On a Mission - 
Organising Bentham’s Biggest Coffee Morning 
By Jane Proctor 
Anne Duncan and Carole Butcher (pictured above) are ‘on a mission’ to organise Bentham’s 
Biggest Coffee Morning in aid of The Rosemere Cancer Centre at Royal Preston Hospital, 
the region’s specialist centre for cancer treatment, in gratitude for the excellent care both 
have received there in the last twelve months. 

The Rosemere Cancer Foundation supports the work of the Cancer Centre by funding 
equipment, services, patient comforts, research and training, which is not vital to treatment 
but which makes a huge difference to cancer patients. The Rosemere now boasts the most 
advanced specification of surgical robot, the first of its generation in the North of England. 
Already it has performed over 250 procedures, some of which have never been undertaken 
before outside London. 

The current appeal for £842,000 is for the refurbishment of the Ribblesdale Ward to           
create a state of the art facility for patients and their relatives, which will transform a tired 
ward into a more pleasing environment for patients and their relatives at a difficult time.        
It will provide a more age appropriate area for teenagers and young adults, better facilities 
for relatives, particularly those travelling long distances to visit loved ones, and greater 
privacy and dignity at the end of life. 

One in three of us will be diagnosed with cancer in our lifetime. Every year in this region 
9,000 people are diagnosed, in addition to the 30,000 people living with or beyond the             
disease.  

We all know someone in that situation and that is why Anne and Carole invite you to 
Bentham’s Biggest Coffee morning on Wednesday 13th February at Bentham Methodist 
Church from 10.00 a.m. – 11.30 a.m. There will be stalls for cakes, books, cards and nearly 
new. Do pop in on the morning and make the event a huge success. 

Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging. 

Find us on Facebook the bentham news find us on the web www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 


