
     

 

 
 

 

50P / FREE TO BENTHAM  RESIDENTS 

Find us on Facebook the bentham news find us on the web www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 

Don’t forget to vote in the General Election on Thursday 12th December 

Your candidates were announced on 14th November, and they are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want to know more about their policies, you can read some information 

supplied by each of the candidates on the Craven Herald & Pioneer website. 

 

 

The first hoar frost of 2019 was captured brilliantly in this photo by Jon Brook  
of Bentham Imaging. St. Margaret’s church can be seen emerging from  

frozen dew drops and ice crystals in the surrounding countryside. 

Green Andy Brown 

Labour Brian McDaid 

Lib Dem Andrew James Murday 

Yorkshire Party Jack Render 

Conservative Julian Smith 
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Photos on pages 2 and 3 of Bentham’s wonderful bonfire and fireworks celebration 
are by Peter Rollinson. See page 4 for more about the event. 
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Bentham Community Bonfire 2019 – THANK YOU! 
By Liz Lister  

On Saturday 26th October, Bentham Community Bonfire and Firework Display took over 
the Auction Mart for one night only and what an amazing evening it was. We had plenty 
of lovely food and refreshment stalls selling donuts, hog roast, soup, pizza and cinder 
toffee, brilliant entertainment from BATALA Lancaster, some fairground rides from 
Taylor’s Amusements and music by DJ Mal Brayshaw. First Aid cover was provided by 
St John’s Ambulance and, as always, our fab Bentham Crew from North Yorkshire Fire 
Brigade attended giving children the opportunity to see inside the fire engine. Super 
fireworks were provided by Walk the Plank and the Bonfire was courtesy of you, our 
local residents, who kindly dropped off your waste wood.  

This is an annual event and, although organised by a small committee, it wouldn’t 
happen without the help and support of a wider team of people. We want to take this 
opportunity to say thank you… so here goes! 

Firstly, thank you to everyone for turning out on a 
cold October evening to support this fabulous 
community event, especially those who came in 
fancy-dress. Hannah Munn was our fancy-dress 
winner and, dressed as a Halloween Witch, she 
bravely pressed the plunger to start off the 2019 
Firework Display. Congratulations Hannah! 

Thank you to the ever-supportive Auction Mart 
for the venue and to the local businesses who kindly 
sponsored the event; Angus Fire, Bentham Town 
Council, the Horse & Farrier and Andrew’s Print 
Shop. Thanks to the ticket sellers; Riverside Caravan 
Park, Flowerfields, Total Wellbeing, Temptations, 
the Black Pig, the Black Bull, the Coach House and 
the Hoggs ‘n Heifers. Also, thanks to the Playing 
Field Association who helped promote our event. 
Recognition and thanks also go to Thomas Marshall 
for his help on the night and with the clean-up 
operation, Allan Hartley for the amazing photos, 
Andy Jones for collecting a lot of waste wood, Myers 
Building Supplies for the pallets, Shaun Lister for 
putting up signs and fencing, Bernie Wills for 
providing us with power, Steven Hewitt for 
providing us with light and Tristan Stannard for 
providing us with even more light. And finally, thank you to our volunteers who 
manned the gate and the stalls; Sue Halsall, Pam Leak, Linda Chapman, John and Linda 
Dickinson, Mike Redfern… the list goes on… we could not do it without you! 

The funds raised through donations, sponsorship, ticket sales and stall fees just about 
cover the running costs. We have already started planning next year’s event and this is 
where we ask you to get involved… we are holding our AGM on 21st January 2020 at 
7.30pm at the Horse & Farrier. Please come along, and if you might be interested in 
joining our Committee just get in touch by emailing guy@benthambonfire.org  If you 
haven’t already, check out our Facebook page ‘Bentham Bonfire’ for more photos or visit 
our website www.benthambonfire.org. 

Photo by Allan Hartley 

mailto:guy@benthambonfire.org
http://www.benthambonfire.org
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Going ‘Eco’ for Christmas 
By Jessica Crossley (Office Administrator at Cedar House School) 

Pupils of Lowgate House at Cedar House School are going ‘Eco’ for Christmas. Over the 
year there has been a real push throughout the school to recycle and reduce plastic waste. 
This Christmas pupils have decided to help our planet by making their own Christmas 
decorations out of recycled and recyclable materials. They have collected pinecones and 
will decorate them with biodegradable glitter. They will also make paperchains and 3D 
snowflake decorations from old newspapers and magazines. 

Lowgate House have also been busy making bird feeders from recycled and                       
biodegradable items and are going to display them around the village throughout the 
winter. Bentham Golf Club and Riverside Caravan Park have also offered support by 
allowing the pupils to exhibit the bird feeders around their land. 

We would like to encourage the local community to get on board and make their own 
Christmas decorations and bird feeders. The pupils would love to spot them in gardens 
around Bentham. The feeders are really easy to make. All you need is lard plus birdseed 
mix. Mix one-part lard to two-parts seed, transfer to a saucepan and gently heat, stirring 
until the fat melts. To make fat balls, we will put them 
into paper cups and egg boxes, then place in the freezer 
to set firm. Once the fat balls are solid, we will use                 
recyclable paper twine and hang in the trees. These will 
attract birds: starlings, thrushes, tits and woodpeckers. 

So far this year Cedar House School have helped               
reduce their plastic pollution by: getting rid of plastic 
milk cartons, removing plastic water bottles and                      
introducing flasks for pupils to refill, recycling ink               
cartridges, supporting a pen recycle scheme, adding               
recycle bins to all areas of school rather than just general 
waste bins, limiting the purchasing of plastic products 
when other alternatives are available, educating the 
young people in the school and encouraging them to help 
with recycling in the residential houses and making              
everyone in school aware that we can recycle batteries. 
In 2020 we aim to reduce our plastic further and will                 
continue to work towards helping our environment.  
 



6  

 

People of Bentham – Sue Bloxham 
 

Sue is known to many in Bentham because of her activities with Low Bentham 
Gala, Panto, Looking Well, Youth Theatre and the Town Council over the past 
40 years. Now retired, she taught youth work and education at St Martin’s 
College (now University of Cumbria). She’s married with children and 
grandchildren and keen on outdoor activities, but there’s more, please read 
on ..... 
 

How long have you lived in Bentham and what brought you here? 

Forty years ago, after I finished college, I got a rural youth worker job based in Lancaster. 
We left London looking for somewhere cheaper and more rural to live. A little cottage in 
Low Bentham fitted our budget and although my new boss warned me of the commuting 
distance, we went for it anyway. I can’t imagine leaving now as I have built my life in 
Bentham. 
 

Tell us something about yourself that people wouldn’t normally know. 
I started my working life running adventure playgrounds. Health and Safety would be 
horrified at what we encouraged the children to do, bashing nails, sawing wood and 
climbing about on homemade structures created with waste wood from building the M4. 
I was also the first female mayor of Bentham in 1988. I think my only achievement was to 
get a pay phone in the town hall (pre-mobiles) but that has long since gone. 

 

If you could travel anywhere, where would you like to go? 

Because of global heating, I’ve decided to avoid long-haul flying if I can, so that limits 
where I can choose. However, we are lucky enough to have a campervan and there is so 
much of the UK and Europe to explore. I love mountains and last year I had the chance 
(before my self-imposed embargo) to visit the Himalayas. I’d go back there like a shot if it 
wasn’t so far. 
 

What does a perfect day look like to you? 

It would have to involve warm, sunny weather, some kind of exercise (walking, cycling, 
kayaking) and a lovely view. I would start early, with friends or family, and finish in a 
café with tea and cake – definitely cake. 
 

Are there any world events that you remember particularly from when you were growing 
up? 
 

Not a world event but, when I was 10, my dad took me to hear Harold Wilson speak to a 
massive crowd in the Birmingham wholesale market hall. It was much less sanitised than 
political events today and I remember being fascinated by the crowds and hecklers. My 
interest in politics probably dates from that event. 
 

Is there anyone who has had the most influence on your life? 

This is probably my dad. He had a great sense of humour and always encouraged me to 
do things even if they weren’t typically girls’ activities, like woodwork and riding a 
motorbike. He used to take me to the rugby league cup final at Wembley. I’m messy like 
him and have his knobbly knees. 
 

If you had an unlimited budget what investment would you make in Bentham? 

It’s the basics I’m afraid: more affordable housing especially for the young, better public 
transport and more GPs and nurses. I try not to attend at the Health Centre too often as I 
am acutely aware of the underfunding of our public services. However, when I do, the 
doctors and nurses do a great job. Oh, and I’d invest in a new set of tools for the Looking 
Well workshop!   



  7  

 

 

What’s the worst job you have every done? 
I did a summer job in the offices of Northern Dairies when I was a teenager. It involved 
checking page after page of orders all day long. It was incredibly boring and put me off 
office jobs for the rest of my life. 
 

What’s your most treasured possession?  
Probably my woodwork tools. Making things for myself and others gives me so much 
pleasure. The problem is that there is always at least one more tool that would be really 
useful – currently I lust for a bandsaw. 
 

How do you relax? 
I think I relax best by doing things, for example: cooking, walking, sewing, woodwork 
and gardening. Once I stop, I usually fall asleep. 
 

What did you want to do when you were growing up? 
At about 17, I saw a documentary about a group of young adults living together and 
running a community project for kids in a dilapidated area of Nottingham. I thought it 
was the perfect thing to do. I’d always wanted to work with children. So, I dropped out 
of sixth form and, with the help of my dad, joined Community Service Volunteers (CSV) 
in Reading, living on an allowance of £5 a week. It was a transformative experience that 
kicked off the rest of my career.  
 

Is there a book, film, live event or artwork that you particularly enjoyed recently? 

I had the chance to see ‘Girl from the North Country’ in London recently. It is a musical 
created around Bob Dylan songs. I’d really recommend it to any Bob Dylan fan – his 
great lyrics and tunes but performed by people who can sing! 

                    Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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Mexican Artists in Bentham 

By Rachel Thornton 

The first stage of my international studio exchange with two Mexican artists, Kees and 
Carmen, was a great success. They stayed in Bentham for 2 weeks and delivered new 
cultures, ideas and skills to the area, with many positive outcomes.  

On 16th October, we spent an art-packed day at the primary school. In the morning 
Carmen and I taught printmaking and clay mask making with many beautiful results. In 
the afternoon the children ventured outside to the garden and were introduced to their 
very own limestone sculpture carved by Kees during his stay. They then made their own 
hanging art installations around the garden from foraged and discovered objects and 
depicted the sculpture and school in drawings along with taking impressions from                 
objects around the garden and from the sculpture. The students have a lasting reminder 
of this with their very own stone sculpture in the school garden and are now aware that 
creative careers exist in rural areas around the world.  

A special moment was seeing Kees’ four amazing, large, stone sculptures going up in 
our beautiful countryside - they are located on the 5th Tee on Bentham Golf Course (see 
photo opposite) and are accessible to all. I love that there will now be sculptures remaining 
in the environment for many years to come as a constant reminder that collaboration and            
working together can make fascinating things happen.  

The next stage of the project will take place in Mexico at Kees and Carmen’s studio,            
La Coyotera Teller Estudio. I am very excited to discover what I will create while staying 
with them. I feel the possibilities are endless, and I think I will learn a huge amount more 
about how to run an arts business in a rural area as well as inspiring my creativity.               
They have arranged for me to deliver a one-day workshop and a one-day conference at 

From left to right Fred, Tilly, Murray, Evie, Tallulah and Isaac of Bentham CP School 
with Kees. Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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the Cultural Centre in Patzcuaro where I will be teaching a printing technique using latex 
that I invented while at University. 

I would like to thank ‘Great Places: Lakes and Dales’ for funding this project and              
Bentham Golf Club for supplying a beautiful location for the sculptures and for                       
facilitating the installation before Kees and Carmen returned to Mexico which allowed 
Kees to curate the exact positioning of the stones, and Bentham Primary School for                  
allowing us to share our passion for art with the children. Thanks also to Michelle                 
Hodgson for welcoming our Mexican visitors to Studio42, this project would not have 
taken place without your support. 
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November’s Town Council Meeting 
By Jane Proctor 

Councillors Adams, Bridgeman, Burton, Faraday, Handford, Hill, Marshall, Stannard, 
Swales and Wills were present, along with County Councillor David Ireton and District 
Councillors Brockbank and Handley. Councillor Taylor sent his apologies for absence. 
The meeting was also attended by 7 members of the public. 

These notes were made at the meeting and are not the complete minutes, which can be obtained 
from the Town Clerk, Christine Downey, on Bentham 62587.  

Goodenber Play Area: 

Charlotte Mouncey and Annie Neligan each addressed the meeting as members of the 
public under the ‘Comment and Concerns’ item. Each was allocated two minutes to make 
their point. Charlotte made an eloquent plea on behalf of Goodenber Play Area, inviting 
the council to explore how they and Goodenber Play Area could work together to share 
common costs for the play areas in High and Low Bentham. Charlotte also made the             
wider point that the work involved in running the Goodenber Play area was falling on 
the same shoulders year on year despite the committee’s own children having now                 
outgrown play areas. Her plea did not fall on deaf ears as the Town Council have agreed 
to try and meet with the management committee of Goodenber Play Area to see what 
assistance can be offered. 

Climate Emergency: 

Annie was at the meeting representing BEST to urge the council to proactively embrace 
‘Climate Emergency Initiatives’. Councillor Hill is the lead councillor on climate                    
emergency matters and during the meeting reported on various initiatives which the 
town council could look at. Whilst not complacent on the subject the town council did 
feel that they had already adopted several energy saving measures and were committed 
to look at further carbon saving projects. 

In similar vein the council unanimously voted to adopt a resolution to support the 
‘Local Electricity Bill’. The Bill has doubtless fallen with the dissolution of Parliament but 
would have enabled local councils to sell renewable energy to local people. The Bill had 
cross party support so will hopefully reappear after the general election. 

County and District Council News: 

County Councillor Ireton had nothing to report from North Yorkshire directly impacting 
on Bentham. District Councillor Handley is looking for good causes to distribute his 
‘member’s grant’ to – applications should be made direct to him and his details are on 
Craven District Council’s website. 

Litter Bins: 

There then followed the litter bin controversy. Councillor Brockbank had made enquires 
as to the reason for the removal of litter bins from Goodenber and Low Bentham Roads, 
and had been informed it was because they were seldom used. It was said they had been 
removed about five years ago since when there had been no complaints about dropped 
litter. There was vehement rebuttal of this assertion from town councillors who claimed 
the removal had been far more recent and was a consequence of a policy decision on the 
part of Craven. The matter will be an agenda item at the December meeting. 

Telephone Boxes: 

Not only have the litter bins been removed but it seems probable that BT will be                     
removing the telephone boxes at Green Smithy crossroads and outside the Victoria                
Institute at Low Bentham owing to lack of use. In the last five years one call has been 
made from Low Bentham and none at all from Green Smithy. The town council are to 



  11  

 

make a case for their retention but are not optimistic about the outcome. 

Planning applications: 

A couple of planning applications drew comment. In relation to the Scaleber Farm, Low 
Bentham application, there were concerns that the distance between the proposed new 
septic tank and the nearest water course was insufficient, and also in relation to the                
materials to be used for the construction of the proposed boundary wall. Further, in                
relation to a proposed new agricultural entrance to Robin Lane from Gill Head Farm 
there was concern about the potential for traffic accidents given the proposed site was at 
the brow of a hill. 

Highways: 

A “very constructive” meeting had taken place at the end of October between North 
Yorkshire Highways and the Town Council, and a report back is expected for the                   
December meeting. One of the issues raised was the state of Long Lane by the entrance to 
Robert Hall, and North Yorkshire are to liaise with Lancashire about repairs, this being a 
‘boundary issue’. 

The council supported the proposed traffic regulation order, currently out for                      
consultation, which would prohibit waiting at any time on Burton Road/Cheapside at 
Low Bentham, and which is something the residents have been wanting for a long time. 

The next meeting of the Council will be at 7.30pm on Monday 2nd December in the 
Lower Town Hall and members of the public are encouraged to attend.  
 

Planning Decisions received since the October 
Town Council Meeting: 
 

New Applications: 
 

 Loft Conversion including new roof lights and installation of PV Panels at  
 Garland, Doctors Hill, Low Bentham, LA2 7DZ 
 Installation of septic tank and retention of boundary fence at Scaleber Farm, Back 

Lane, Low Bentham, LA2 8NZ. And retention of boundary fence to Scaleber Farm 
from previous application (see Town Council report for comments).  

 Change of use from retail area to additional residential area and external  
 alterations at Black Bicycle, 8 Station Road, High Bentham, LA2 7LF 
 To make a new agricultural entrance into a field at land to the south of Gill Head 

Farm, Robin Lane, High Bentham (see above). 
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Rotary Club’s Christmas Sleigh Ride Coming Soon 
By Lilian Barton 

You may recall that in the November edition I mentioned the work of the hospital ship 
'Africa Mercy". On 3rd November the TV channel Quest televised a fascinating                     
programme about the ship, its staff and the incredible medical procedures, many                   
life-saving, carried out on board.  

The highlight of the past month was a visit by members plus partners and friends to 
the Grand Theatre in Lancaster to see a production of ‘The Vicar of Dibley’. It was very 
funny and thoroughly enjoyed by all - a great night out. Thanks to President Dave who 
organised it. 

The Christmas sleigh local schedule is as follows with each journey starting at 5.30pm: 

Monday December 9th - Ingleton 

Tuesday December 10th - Burton in Lonsdale 

Friday December 13th - Kirkby Lonsdale 

Monday December 16th - Bentham 

Friday December 20th - Wray and Hornby 

As always listen for the music which tells you that Father Christmas and the sleigh is 
approaching. Please do come out to greet him and say "Hello". We shall also be collecting 
outside Booths store in Kirkby Lonsdale on the Saturday before Christmas. Proceeds 
from all these collections go to deserving local causes. 

It has been a busy and rewarding year for the club with excellent speakers on a variety 
of fascinating subjects plus some interesting outings. On behalf of President Dave and all 
the club members may I say a huge thank you for the constant support you have given 
your local Rotary Club. Many local causes have benefitted from your generosity and are 
truly grateful. Now we look forward to another interesting and enjoyable year. With best 
wishes for a Happy Christmas and a Happy Peaceful 2020. 

Stop press. The Rotary Children In Need collection outside Booths store  Kirkby Lonsdale on              
Friday 15th November raised an amazing £1,050. This money is paid into the Rotary Children In 
Need  a/c set up for Rotary by the BBC as a partner for the event. A big thank you to everyone who 
put a donation into our collection buckets. 

 

 

 

 

Swinging the Carols 
By Keith Hartley 

All are welcome to come to The Black Bull on Monday 23rd December at 8pm, to enjoy 
‘Swinging the Carols’ with the Gospel Song Book Band. 
 

Stepping Stones Baby and Toddler Group Christmas Party 
By Ruth Green 

Wednesday 18th December. 10-11:30am  Bentham Town Hall 

Visit from Father Christmas 

All welcome 
Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

x-apple-data-detectors://1
x-apple-data-detectors://2
x-apple-data-detectors://5
x-apple-data-detectors://6
x-apple-data-detectors://10
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Christmas in the Mart 

By Andrea Dennis 

This fabulous festive community event will 
be held on Friday 13th December, 5 – 9pm 
and Saturday 14th December, 10am – 3pm 
at Bentham Auction Mart.  

We aim to celebrate and showcase some 
of our very best local Crafts Makers, Bakers, 
Creators & Artists; making it the perfect 
place for your Christmas Shopping. 

 Come hungry, there will be lots of 
festive food and drinks to enjoy! 

Alongside this, we will also have a 
whole host of festive entertainment, live 
music, children’s activities and an 
interactive nativity. 

Admission: Adults £2, Children FREE. 

As part of Christmas in the Mart 2019, 
we are once again delighted to be hosting 
our Farmer Christmas Carol Concert in 
partnership with Bentham Auction Mart 
featuring Kirkby Lonsdale Brass Band. This 
will be taking place on the Friday evening, 
7-8pm in the top ring – guaranteed to leave 
you with all the Festive feels. Entry is free 
to the Carol Concert, with donations 
welcomed for Farming Community 
Network & North West Air Ambulance.  

For more information, please check                   
out our social media channels: 
@christmasinthemart 
 
 

Father Christmas is coming to 
Bentham 
By Heather Knowles 

Saturday December 14th 11am to 1pm 

Bentham Youth Club 

Surprise gift £2.50 per child 

Mulled wine, mince pies, soft drinks and 
sweets available to buy  
Tombola  
JUMBLE SALE all 20p - proceeds to 
Bentham Playing Fields 
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High Bentham  
By Ingrid Ellershaw 

‘Fanciful Festive Flowers’ was 

the topic for our  November 7th                       

meeting, presented by Ruthie Woodhouse. 

She made the most beautiful wreath 

which could be used as a table decoration 

or door hanging. She used two colours of 

roses, ivy with tiny white berries, lots of 

greenery some with autumn colouring, and 

small dried squash vegetables. She finished 

it off with feathers and the overall effect 

was stunning. At the end of the                          

presentation the wreath was raffled off and 

won by Frances Harrison-Jones. The                

competition for the best Christmas table              

decoration was won by Ingrid Ellershaw. 
Ten of us went to Settle to see ‘Sister 

Act’. I think we all thoroughly enjoyed our 

night out; the theatre was full, and the 

show was received with great enthusiasm. 

Our coffee morning on November 26th was 

a big success and very well attended.            

We had a great many raffle prizes and a 

hook-a-bag stall. The two Annes brought 

along a lot of very good and interesting 

items for their stall, Carol showed off 

and sold her lovely birthday card                  

paintings, Iris was there 

with her delicious home-

made pickles and jams and 

the Tuesday craft class 

were selling some really 

beautiful hand-made items. 

 

LEARN TO DRIVE WITH 
SALLY MOORE 

Grade A instructor with  
12 years experience. 

Patient , friendly and encouraging. 
Motorway lessons available. 
Help with Theory training . 

07960381491  
sallywheels@hotmail.co.uk 

Bentham Community Speed Watch 
(Co-op and North Yorkshire Police working together) 

After meeting with numerous community groups a number of issues have 

come to light. One of them is speed concerns. A new initiative will begin 

where interested members of the community will be trained to use a radar to record the 

speeds of offending vehicles throughout our village. Anyone interested in this                      

community initiative, do get in touch and I will add your name to our list. Many thanks 

carolyne.lobb@coopmembers.co.uk  

mailto:carolyne.lobb@coopmembers.co.uk
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Tatham Fells  
By Mary Taylor 

The Old School, Tatham Fells, rang with 

laughter on Tuesday evening, 12th                     

November as most of the Women’s                      

Institute members had a go at Scottish 

Country Dancing. They danced Jigs, Reels 

and Strathspeys including The Ayr                     

Promenade, Rakes of Glasgow and The 

Minister on the Loch. Members had great 

fun mastering the dances aided by Mary 

Taylor and Kath Dickinson. Scottish                   

Dancing has flourished in this area for more 

than sixty years with classes within                  

travelling distance every weekday evening, 

and Scottish Country Dance Bands                  

accompanying Saturday Dances. A class for 

complete beginners is held in Preston               

Patrick Memorial Hall on Sunday after-

noons in January, February and March. 

President Linda Kirkby thanked Mary and 

Kath, who had stepped in at short notice 

when the scheduled speaker was unable to 

attend. 
During business, Linda informed                 

members of forthcoming events and she 

and secretary Jenny Herd read out the              

proposed resolutions for next year’s                   

National AGM. Each member had one vote, 

these were noted to be forwarded to                

National. They were stem cell donor                

registration, female crash test dummies, 

ending modern slavery, time to talk about 

death, and protect our precious helium.  

The winner of the competition for a               

perfume bottle was achieved by each                

member placing a small coin next to the one 

they thought best. The 

coins were then counted 

and put in the Old School 

roof fund; winners were 

Sally Hughes, Andrea Ball 

and Carole Thurnham. The 

next meeting will be the 

Christmas Party in the Old 

School. 

Low Bentham 
By Kathryn Brownsord 

The meeting held in October was a talk by 
Ruthie Woodhouse, ‘My work in Prison’ 
which gave a very moving insight to how 
life is in prison. Ruthie is one of 3,000                 
volunteers working for the ‘Prison                     
Fellowship’, assisting with education as 
well as pastoral care in what is a very                
overcrowded prison system. It was quite 
humbling to listen to her and to see what 
good work they are all doing. 

Our monthly Craft and Chat was held at 
Margot Checkley’s home, and what a lovely 
relaxing time we had. The Group’s Fun 
Night was hosted by Ingleborough WI, and 
8 members attended, with us coming 2nd in 
the quiz which was followed by a lovely 
supper. In October our Federation Group’s 
annual fashion show was held at Cracoe, 
and 6 of our members attended. The fash-
ions were by Kitty Brown of Carnforth and 
a very enjoyable evening was had by one 
and all. Members attending discussed 
where we should go for our Xmas meal and 
their suggestions were brought to the No-
vember meeting.  

It was lovely to welcome a new member 
to our WI who attended last month as a 
visitor. Come and join us, the more the 
merrier. Our meetings are held at Bentham 
Community School on the third Thursday 
of each month at 7pm, and all new mem-
bers and visitors are very welcome. 
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New Bee Project in 
Bentham 
By Mat MacEley-Young 
@BuzzyBeesBentham (on Facebook) 
BuzzyBeesBentham@EnableDisability.org 
In 2009 I saw my first ‘bee dance’ when I 
was working for English Heritage and was 
captivated. After setting up a charity in 
2018 (supporting disabled and 
vulnerable people), I saw a chance to 
improve the plight of the bee population 
(who are now on the endangered species 
list). This project is being set up to help 
increase the bee population, and we are 
planning 10 hives within the Apiary. 
     Ten hives can house up to 500,000 bees a 
year. We are looking for like-minded 
people to help run, decide how to 
spend any money, look after the Apiary 
and teach our children about bees and their 
importance and help us renew disabled and 
vulnerable people’s confidence working in 
a team. Help can be given in many ways. 
You could become a member and get 
a monthly newsletter, honey and free 
wildflowers (bee-friendly, of course)                  
or volunteer to look after the hives                    
(and learn how to keep  
your own bees) or even just sit on our 
committee. We are currently in talks with a 
local businessman to have the hives on his 
land which will help with his conservation 
efforts. 
     Money will be split between the charity 
Enable Disability (25%), refunding the 
beehive project (50%) and local causes 
(25%). We are planning to make money 
through selling honey (and other honey 
related products) to local shops and to 
other businesses in the area. We have 
already received £350 
in generous donations 
from local people and 
we thank them for their 
contribution.   
 

Jubilee Jazz 
By Pearl Woolerton 

The November Jazz meeting at 
the Golf Club at the new time of 
1pm until 3.30pm was well 
attended, with  a few new faces 
who all expressed their 
enjoyment of the event.  The 
management offered a menu 
that was very suitable pricewise and with 
choices, with light meals if preferred. The 
venue was warm, cosy and welcoming. 
Everyone was delighted to hear that they 
are to be allowed to continue each month 
with a few provisos. In the event of 
emergencies such as funerals etc the date 
may have to be changed. The December 
date therefore has had to be moved to 
Wednesday 11th. Admission remains free. 
The bar staff are most accommodating, 
happy to serve tea and coffee as well as soft 
drinks and alcohol. For dates in the New 
Year please watch this space and the Diary. 
We look forward to meeting up with you in 
December.  

mailto:BuzzyBeesBentham@EnableDisability.org


18  

 

Fine Family Entertainment 
You will have a chance this year to see 
a family fun festive history show, ‘The 
Great Christmas Dig’ at the Richard 
Whiteley Theatre, near Settle, on December 
7th. HandMade Theatre's original and 
highly interactive Christmas show was 
developed from its summer touring 
production and has been devised to get 
young audiences thinking about history in 
the form of a magical, festive treasure hunt. 
This perfect pre-Christmas treat will unlock 
stories from long ago, bumping into 
characters from the Romans to the Vikings 
along the way! 

The Richard Whiteley Theatre is a 280-
seater arts venue located within the campus 
of Giggleswick School, and is a state-of-the-
art facility, a centre of excellence in the 
Yorkshire Dales. To book tel. 01729-893180: 
all tickets £11, groups of 10+ £9.50, family 
tickets £40 (2 adults + 2 children).  

 

 

Fancy A Flyer? 
 

Send your flyer hand delivered to  
Bentham residents in the BN for  

impact advertising.  We also deliver to 
central points in outlying  

villages and towns. 
 

A5 or folded A4 flyer inserts              
£150 commercial and £75 charity 

 

Email ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 
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We would like to say a huge thank you to Julia Collins and Jen Durrant for organising a 
quiz night in October to raise funds for our Creative Memory Loss group in Bentham. A 
special thank you to quizmaster Martin Collins for writing and delivering the quiz. The 
evening was thoroughly enjoyed by all and raised £551. 

Dementia Friendly 

Pioneer Projects 2-hour Creative Memory Loss sessions are delivered throughout Craven. 
The groups are person-centred, offer a range of creative activities, reduce social isolation 
and give carers respite. We also offer a full Creative Respite Day (10am until 3pm) in 
Settle. Transport can usually be arranged for all these sessions through the North 
Yorkshire County Council ‘Go Local’ taxi bus.  

We also hold a ‘Sing Along’ group for people living with dementia, their carers and 
the community as a whole every Wednesday from 11am until 12.30pm.  

The Carers Group continues to meet in the library on the first Monday of every 
month, 10.15am to 12.15pm. These sessions are facilitated by Pioneer Projects and Carers 
Resource staff.  

If you know of anyone who you think may benefit 
from these sessions, please get in touch.  

New Art Group for over 14s                                                                                                                                                                  
Wanted - old used paint, washing up or dustpan 
brushes, please drop them off in the foyer of Pioneer 
Projects (down King Street). We will be using the 
brushes to create sculptures at our new creative 
sessions with young people, on Saturdays 11am-1pm. 
This project is for those over 14 years old, no need to 
book just come along. 

Library News 

The Stay and Play session for parents, carers and 
children continue every Thursday morning from                
9 – 11am. Toys, crafts, stories, drinks and snacks are all 
available.  

In January we are setting up a Lego Club, if you 
have any unwanted Lego that you can donate, please 
bring it into the library. If anyone is 
interested in volunteering for this new 
group, please get in touch. We also have 
plans to set up a Code Club; more news on 
this soon.  

Tel: 015242-62672 or email 
office@pioneerprojects.org.uk for further 
information on any of the above. 
 

Finally, we wish you all a  
Merry Christmas and a 
Peaceful New Year  

And Bentham 

Community Library 
By Lynda Graveson 

mailto:office@pioneerprojects.org.uk
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People’s Page 
 

The quiz held in October for the Pioneer 
Projects memory loss and dementia 
group raised the fantastic sum of 
£551. Thanks to all who came and 
supported us, to Bentham traders who 
donated raffle prizes, the people who 
bought my little book of poems and those 
who gave generous donations. Last but not 
least thank you to Martin and Julia Collins 
who helped to make the occasion the 
success it was.  
Jenny Durrant 
 

Iris Malkinson would like to thank all who 
have helped with this year’s fundraising 
by donating fruit for her jams and 
chutneys and goods for her car boot 
sales. This year, through selling her jams 
and chutneys in Bentham Golf Club, The 
Black Bull, Hoggs ‘n’ Heifers, Greenhall 
Riding Centre and Total Wellbeing on 
Station Road, plus car boot sales in all 
sorts of weather, she has managed to 
raise a fantastic £3,300. This will be 
shared between CancerCare and St 
John's Hospice.  
 

Golden Wedding Anniversary 
Ian & Kathleen Taylor recently hosted a 
small celebratory luncheon for family and 
friends at The County Hotel Carnforth 
and wish to thank everyone most sincerely 
for their kind donations to Bentham 
Health Centre Extra Care Fund totalling 
£400. 

Very special thanks to our immediate 
family for their gift to us of a future 
helicopter flight. 
 

Personal Thanks 
JOHN (JACKY) DAWBER 
Raymond, Lynette & families would like to 
thank family, friends and everyone for their 
cards, flowers and kindness shown 
following the sad loss of Jacky.  Thank you 
to Jimmy Macdonald for all his support 
with the funeral arrangements, to Father 
Frank for his lovely service and to Bentham 
Golf Club for the funeral tea. Thanks also to 
Bentham Surgery, The Ingleborough 
Nursing Home and Ashfield Care Home. 
 

Joe Morphet would like to wish all family, 
friends and neighbours a Happy Christmas 
and a peaceful and healthy New Year. 

Letter 
Dear Bentham News 
I like where possible to support local 
businesses. The staff in our Bentham 

Pharmacy have always been concerned and 
helpful and I would be sorry if it were to 
close. However, they recently introduced up 

to six days’ waiting period to 
fulfil NHS prescriptions.  

Now if I thought that this would benefit a 
hard-pressed NHS by reducing costs for 
them, I would accept the lowering of the 
service they offer. However, it seems that a 
smaller pharmacy in Ingleton can meet most 
prescriptions in two days. I suspect that any 
savings made on the Bentham arrangement 
will only benefit the firm concerned though 
I would welcome reassurance on this point. 
Thus, while I realise that many pensioners 
and those without transport have no choice, 
I have opted, in the spirit of encouraging 
competition, to collect my prescriptions 
from Ingleton. 
Peter Parkins, Low Bentham Road 
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Police News 
Your Safer Neighbourhood Team covering the Bentham, Ingleton and Settle area, 
are PS1006 Paul Evans, PC 274 Andy McClurg, PCSO 5561 Jayne Grace, PCSO 
3572 Helen Stringer and PC 188 Jane Carpenter, who will be keeping you updated 
on recent crimes and incidents in Bentham and the surrounding area. 
 

25 incidents were reported to the Police between 10th October and 11th 
November 2019. 
 

Reports included - Highway disruption, Abandoned calls from children playing with phone, 
Electric phone fraud, Concern for Safety (but found safe and well and now getting ongoing 
support from the mental health team), Concern for Welfare dealt with by Ambulance, Suspect 
vehicles, Safeguarding issue being dealt with by Social Services, Absconder, Road Traffic 
incident being dealt with by insurance companies. There were 3 incidents relating to young 
person’s homes and school, which are being dealt with jointly by home and police. 
 

12th October – Suspect vans on B6480, area searched nothing found 

14th and 21st October – Sexual crime 

15th October – Harassment 

17th October – Criminal damage to vehicle on Goodenber Road 

19th October – Criminal damage 

22nd October - Catalytic Convertor stolen from vehicle parked in Low Bentham car park 

23rd October – Suspect incident in Robin Lane 

23rd October – Criminal damage on Wenning Avenue 

26th October – Anti-Social Behaviour: nuisance vehicle on Tweed Street 

27th October – 2 reports of Concern for Welfare, checked and all in order 

29th October and 4th November – Concern for safety, but found safe and well 

1st November – Missing person found safe and well 

5th November – Van parked in Low Bentham, now working in joint partnership to resolve 

6th November – Door-to-Door sellers, but area searched with no gain 

9th November – Suspect Drone on Mewith Lane 
 

Other Areas: 
6 arrests were made re. Quad thefts around Langcliffe, Long Preston and Hellifield, and all 
are now under investigation. 
 

On 26th October there were 2 house burglaries in Burton-in-Lonsdale. 
 

Crime Prevention: Protect Your Home, leave a light on: Light Up, Lock Up 

• a well-lit home gives the impression that someone is in 

• use timer switchers to turn lights on while you are out 

• don’t leave curtains closed during the day, only in the evening and overnight 

• lock all windows and doors 

• keep valuable items out of view 

• keep gates well secured 
 

Contact Information: 
1 Ring 999 in an emergency or to report a crime in progress 
2 Ring 101 to report incidents or provide information 
3 Ring Crime Stoppers on 0800-555-111 to remain anonymous 
4 E-mail SNACraven@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 
5 E-mail Jayne.Grace@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 

mailto:SNACraven@northyorkshire.pnnpolice.uk
mailto:Jayne.Grace@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk
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All joinery work  

Undertaken 
 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 
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The Name Has Been Chosen 

By Shirley Brown 

We can now announce that Bentham’s new extra-care housing development will be 
named BOWLAND VIEW. 

We know this will please some and disappoint others, because there has been a lot of 
interest in this and there were an amazing number of names suggested by the 
community, 90 suggestions in all! A  short-list was drawn up which covered all the main 
suggested names, including those on a scholastic or robin theme, or using geographic 
features, or notable local people such as doctors, our VC Rev Hardy, and even Hartley in 
honour of all the efforts that Keith Hartley has put in to persuading NYCC and Housing 
21 to build in Bentham. The short-list was submitted to Housing 21 and no one in 
Bentham made the final choice – this was made by Housing 21 and then it had to be 
approved by the Post Office. For those who are disappointed that their suggestion wasn’t 
chosen (and I am one of them) there will be opportunities to name various facilities 
within the housing development at a later date. 

There were surprisingly few negative suggestions, such as Eyesore Alley or Bentham’s 
Folly, but one outstanding contribution, a heartfelt I CAN’T BELIEVE IT! Yes, you can 
now believe it. It is actually happening – Bentham will have an extra-care facility to be 
proud of in a year or so. 
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Events in December 
Town Hall Codes: BR Ballroom, 

  LH Lower Hall,  

 WR Wenningdale Room 

Others: PP Pioneer Projects,  

 LW Looking Well 

Sunday 1st Victoria Institute 

 11.30am-1.30pm. Christmas Advent 

Social 

 Methodist Church. 6pm.  

 Christingle service.  

 All welcome.  

Monday 2nd Victoria Institute  

 9.30am-12.30pm Office Open.  

 And every Mon.  

 12.15-2.15pm Community Link Cafe. 

And every Mon except Bank 

Holidays.  

 2-4pm Pipers Painters £5 per session.  

 4-6pm Helen Howard School of 

Dance. And every Mon. term time 

only.  

 6.15pm -7.45pm Tai Chi. 

 Methodist Church 

 10-11.30 am. Toddle In for all 

children aged 1 - 4 and parents/

carers.  

 (and 9th Nativity, 16th Christmas 

party) 

 Town Hall 1-4pm Indoor Bowls BR 

and every Monday (except 23rd and 

30th)  

 7.30pm Town Council Meeting LH   

 PP, LW, 10.15am-12.15pm.  

 Making Art.  For those with Memory 

Loss and their carers .   

 Tel 62672 for details.   

 And 9th, 16th 

 10.15am-12.15pm, Monthly Carers 

Group.  

 Tel 62672 for details. 

 PP, Health Walks for Women, Meet 

9.20am at Lairgill Car Park.  

 And 9th, 16th 

 

 

Tuesday 3rd Victoria Institute 10.30am-

12.30pm, Office Open.  

 And every Tues.  

 10am-12noon, Table Top Games, all 

welcome £1 inc tea and biscuits.  

 3.45-9pm Helen Howard School of 

Dance.  

 And every Tues. 

 Town Hall 9-11.45am Dance LH  

 And every Tuesday (except 24th and 

30th) 

 10am-12pm Craft Club WR.  

 And every Tuesday (except 24th and 

30th) 

 6.30-9pm Slimming World LH.  

 And every Tuesday (except 24th and 

30th)  

 PP, LW, 10.30am-1.30pm. Looking 

Well Tuesday Café and craft 

activities.   

 Community  Lunch at 1pm with 

Soup. And 10th, 17th  

 11.30am-1pm, Creative Writing 

Group in the library. And 10th, 17th  

Wednesday 4th Victoria Institute  

 10am-12noon Post Office Services. 

And every Wed.  

 11.30am-2.15pm Community Link 

Cafe. And every Wed.  

 4-8pm Helen Howard School of 

Dance. And every Wed. 

 Methodist Church  

 10-11.30am Coffee morning.  

 Donations to local charities.  

 And every Wednesday (except 25th). 

 Town Hall 10am-12pm Stepping 

Stones BR  

 7-8pm Clubbercise BR  

 And every Wednesday (except 25th) 

 PP, LW 11am-12.30pm, Sing Along. 

Tel 62672 for details.  

 And 11th, 18th      

 2-4pm, Art for All Art group.  

 And 11th, 18th  

 7.30-9pm Singing for all, tel David 

Burbidge 01539 621166 for further 

details.  And 11th, 18th  
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Thursday 5th Victoria Institute  

 Bat ‘N’ Chat. And every Thurs.  

 Methodist Church 

 2-4pm. Welcome in. Dominoes and 

Tea for all ages, for transport contact 

Linda Ellershaw 61523. 

 Bentham Community Library,  

 9-11am, Play & Stay.  

 And 12th, 19th  

 PP, LW, 1-4pm Community Art 

Shed. And 12th, 19th  

 Footpath Hest Bank (via vineyard) 

 6 miles, Lairgill 9.30am,  

 Don Cartledge 64979 

Friday 6th Victoria Institute 10am-12noon, 

Post Office Services.  

 And every Fri.   

 PP, LW 10am-12.30pm, Creative 

session for improved mental health. 

Tel 62672 for details.  

 And 13th, 20th  

 Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, 

Friday Lunch Club. Exercise with 

 Sally. 

Saturday 7th  Town Hall 10am-12pm  

 St Johns Coffee Morning  BR/K  

 PP, LW 11am-1pm, Sculpture & 

artwork session for over 14s 

 Methodist Church 2-4pm, Messy 

Church.  Fun for all children and 

parents/carers.  Including food. 

Monday 9th Town Hall 7.30 pm Open 

Spaces Committee Meeting LH  

Tuesday 10th Methodist Chapel 2.15pm 

Christmas Bright Hour Speaker: 

Christine Caddy.  

 Festive refreshments.  

 Free will offering for National 

Children’s Homes and Christians 

Against Poverty 

 Bentham Community Library 2pm 

Book Group  

Wednesday 11th 1-3.30pm Jubilee Jazz  at 

the Golf Club (see page 17) 

Thursday 12th Methodist Church 2-4pm. 

Knit and Natter. Knitting group for 

all  ages.  Help available.  
  

 Victoria Inst. 7am-10pm  

 General Election Day 

 Town Hall GENERAL ELECTION 
 

 DEADLINE DAY FOR BN  
 

Friday 13th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, 

Friday Lunch Club. Christmas 

Decorations 

Saturday 14th Town Hall 10am-12pm  

 Tatham Fells School Coffee Morning 

BR/K  

 Footpath Clapham & Austwick via 

Crummackdale  6.5 miles 

Lairgill 9.30am Kate Rowe 51402  

 Victoria Institute 10am-12noon  

 Book Swap.  

 And every 2nd Sat 

Tuesday 17th Footpath Littledale  8.5 miles 

Lairgill 9.30am Jim Shuttleworth  

 07767-644654 

Thursday 19th Bentham Community 

Primary School 7pm Low Bentham 

WI. New members and visitors very 

welcome. 

Friday 20th Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, 

Friday Lunch Club.  

 Christmas Party 

Saturday 21st Town Hall 10am-12pm  

 Peer Talk Coffee Morning BR/K  

 Methodist Church 7pm.  

 Longest night service led by  

 Rev Stephen Caddy. 

Monday 23rd 8pm Swinging the Carols.  

 All are welcome to come to  

 The Black Bull at 8pm to enjoy 

‘Swinging the Carols’ with the  

 Gospel Song Book Band. 

Tuesday 24th Methodist Church 4pm.  

 Crib service led by Rev Stephen 

Caddy. 

Friday 27th Footpath Marton Arms 

Circular 3.2 miles Lairgill 11am.  

 Alison Kinder & Colin  Stroud    

 07854-789311 

Friday 3rd January 2020 
  

DISTRIBUTION DAY BN  
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Mencap Trip to the Zoo 

By Sue Pilkington 

A sunny late September day saw our all-
age group ride in a Bibby's bus to our 
nearest local zoo, the Wildlife Oasis, near 
Milnthorpe. After coffee we were ready for 
our guided tour with a keeper who showed 
us many fascinating creatures. In the 
tropical house we saw colourful butterflies, 
coypu from South America and some of us 
were brave enough to hold a boa 
constrictor. Then we ventured to the 
outside enclosures to watch the marvellous 
meerkats, a pair of huge snow leopards and 
the lively ring-tailed lemurs, to mention 
just a few. By this time, we had worked up 
an appetite for lunch, which we enjoyed in 
the conservatory. 

We were sorry to hear that the zoo 
experienced severe flooding in the October 
rains and we hope that all the wildlife are 
OK.  

We are looking forward to a bowling 
trip in February. If anyone would like to 

join us on that trip or wants to find out 
more about our group, please contact             
Liz Whitfield (61230), Joyce Woodhouse 
(42108) or Sue Pilkington (61757). 
 

 

Frank Ford in 

front of a portrait 

of his great-

great uncle, 
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COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 
MOB 07765 882579 

LOGS LOGS LOGS 
Kiln Dried Firewood 

Seasoned Logs, Bags or Loads 
Cash and Carry  
Pick up Point 

 

Bentham Road, Ingleton 
 

Call David on:  015242 41521 
Mobile: 07713055404 
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Walks in December 

By Kate Rowe 

When I see all the awful floods not too 
far from here, I think we've been very 
lucky. We never know what is round the 
corner for us, but I hope walking through 
floods will not be part of our walks 
programme. Apart from the walk after 
Christmas which leaves Lairgill 11am, and 
for which Alison and Colin would like 
names of anyone wanting a pub lunch, all 
walks leave at 9.30am. 

    Our first December walk on Thursday 
5th is a popular and easy 6 miles winter 
ramble past the old vineyard at Bolton-le-
Sands, along the canal to the railway 
crossing at Hest Bank, and past Red Bank 
Farm back to the start. 

 The Clapham and Austwick via 
Crummackdale walk of about 6.5 miles on 
Saturday 14th will start from the church at 
Clapham and probably go through the 
tunnels and along Long Lane, across to 
Long Scar then down Crummackdale. From 
there the route may pass the Norber 
boulders to Thwaite Lane to return to the 
church, or go into Austwick to take the field 
paths back to Clapham. 

    On Tuesday 17th December we park at 
Riss Lane Car Park, near Quernmore. From 
here we take the path passing the disused 
quarry, then shortly after take the first right 
hand path. This follows the fell side until it 
meets Sweet Beck near Skelbow Barn. From 
here we travel along the valley side then 
cross it and walk along the opposite side. 
Eventually Crossgill Farm is passed, after 

which the road to Uldale Bridge, 
Pott Yeats and Toulsmire Barn is 
taken. We then rejoin the path to 
return to the car park, about 8.5 
miles. 

   There will be an 11am start on Friday 
27th December. The 3.2 mile route 
commences from the car park at The 
Marton Arms in Thornton-in-Lonsdale. 
There is some ascent involved, but no stiles 
as it is entirely on country lanes! We take 
the Kingsdale road, turning left towards 
Tow Scar Road via the lane with the radio 
station.We then go down Westhouse Lane 
and take the footpath through, or road past 
Edith's Wood, (depending on walking 
conditions) and continue on the road 
through Far Westhouse back to Thornton-in
- Lonsdale. If interested in having lunch at 
the Marton Arms at the end please let 
Alison or Colin know before Christmas as 
the pub wants to know numbers and will 
notify us about menus so we can book in 
advance. 

     Our first 2020 walk is on Saturday 4th 
at Silverdale and via Haweswater. It will be 
a choice of 5 or 7.5 miles. 

Bentham News Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £18 local—£25 non local One eighth page colour £23 local—£30 non local 
One quarter page £35 local—£48 non local One quarter page colour £46 local—£56 non local 
One half page £80 local—£105 non local One half page colour £105 local—£125 non local 
Flyers  £150 commercial   Flyers £75 charity 
Pages 2 & 3 Spotlight Double Page Spread—advertising feature—£150          
People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   
 

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 
Send to ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk (or call 07770 801591) 



30  

 

F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 
01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

 

 

 

Settle Chimney  
Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  
Sweeping Service. 

Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls, Carbon  
Monoxide Detectors Supplied & Fitted. 
National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683  
Mob. 07815 285321  

Bentham Taxis 
 

Ian Whitaker 
Eight Seater 

 

 

Tel: 015242 62462 
Mob: 07768 571407 

 

 
“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 

 MARK WATSON 
HOME & GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 
 

 
Gardening 

and landscaping services,  
mowing, strimming. Hedge cutting, fencing, 

paving, turfing and power washing.  
Loft insulating and pointing. 

 

07759680938   07759680943 
015242 62038 
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National Accreditation for our Community Rail 
Partnership 

By Rod Tickner, vice chair and press 
officer of Leeds-Morecambe CRP 
rail@tickneronline.co.uk 
The Leeds-Morecambe Community 
Rail Partnership (CRP) is one of the 
first in the country to be accredited 
by the Department of Transport, 
and the second in the Northern 
network. 

Jools Townsend, Chief Executive 
of the Association of CRPs, said: 
“This accreditation really 
underlines the value of their work, 
engaging and benefitting local 
communities in connection with 
their local railway and stations, 
especially their ground-breaking 
work with industry partners 
creating Britain’s first dementia-friendly railway. As well as highlighting local needs and 
opportunities to rail industry partners, they have a keen focus on promoting sustainable 
and healthy travel, bringing local people together, and supporting wider access to 
opportunity.” 

Gerald Townson, Chairman of the CRP, added: “We are keen to develop the Bentham 
Line further, in an inclusive and sustainable way, to make it a route where everyone is 
made to feel welcome and encouraged to make the best possible use of the increased 
services now available.” 

Pete Myers, Stakeholder Manager at Arriva Rail North (Northern) said: “The Bentham 
Line CRP is a terrific organisation and we are proud to work with them on the myriad of 
projects that they get involved with, but it is official recognition that is just as important. 
Therefore, we are really pleased for this CRP to be Yorkshire’s first to receive 
accreditation from the DfT. It is well deserved and a credit to the hard work of the team 
over there in Bentham.” 
Photo shows Gerald Townson, chairman LMCRP, David Alder, treasurer, and partnership officers 
Catherine Huddleston and Brian Haworth, with the accreditation letter and logo at their Bentham 
station headquarters 

Winter Rail Offer Available from 4th 
November 2019 to 4th April 2020 

By Gerald Townson 
A flat-fare Day Ranger Ticket on the Bentham Line (Leeds to 
Morecambe) for Dales Railcard holders is just £7 for an adult and £3.50 each for up to 
four children. 

Tickets are valid on all trains except the 06:48 Lancaster to Leeds, Mondays to Fridays. 
There are no restrictions on Saturdays, Sundays or Bank Holidays. The following dates 
are excluded from the offer: 7th, 8th, 14th, 15th, 21st and 22nd December. However, the 
offer is available during the spring half-term 2020 school break. 

Tickets can be purchased from a staffed station or from the conductor on the train, if 
boarding at an unstaffed station. A similar offer is available on the Leeds-Carlisle route 
for £9 adult and £4.50 child. Tickets are not interchangeable between the two routes.               
Normal Dales Railcard conditions apply throughout the offer. 
Annual Dales Railcard remains great value at £10. Can be purchased at Skipton, Settle or 
Carnforth stations and online at: settle-carlisle.co.uk  

 

 

mailto:rail@tickneronline.co.uk
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Lancaster and the Slave 

Trade 
By Mary Taylor 

Edward Huddleston, vice-chair of the 

Ewecross Historical Society, welcomed 

members and guest speaker, Melinda 

Elder, to the meeting held in Bentham 

Methodist Church on 28th October. 

Melinda, who has written a book on the 

subject, called her illustrated talk 

‘Transatlantic Trade - Heart and Soul of a 

City - Georgian Lancaster’, covering the 

second half of the eighteenth century. Then 

there were several shipyards on the River 

Lune, and she showed slides of paintings of 

a ship being built on the shipyard south of 

the river, where Sainsbury’s now stands. 

Diagrams of the Trade Winds showed the 

routes across the Atlantic, mostly between 

Lancaster and the slave plantations in the 

West Indies, but around every five years 

ships sailed south to the West Coast of 

Africa to pick up new slaves for the 

plantations. Lancaster and Whitehaven 

were small in comparison to Liverpool, 

Bristol and London, but their smaller 

vessels were able to navigate rivers in 

Gambia, Guinea and mainly Sierra Leone      

to collect slaves from the Slave Factory. 

Melinda gave cargo lists, including beads             

to Africa; sugar, cotton, wood and                     

tobacco from the West Indies to Lancaster. 

The outward trade of goods made in                 

and around the City included sailcloth 

made from flax imported from Russia,             

felt hats, candles and furniture made                   

by Gillows. Prominent people of that                 

time included a dreadful man called Miles 

Barber who developed the Slave Factory 

and went bankrupt several times.                     

A more agreeable family were the 

Rawlinsons, whose descendants are the 

Fords who owned the Silk Mill at                       

Low Bentham.  

The City became prosperous and many 

fine buildings where constructed, including 

the Museum, Customs House, the Canal 

Aqueduct and Skerton Bridge, but because 

of wars with France and America and the 

abolition of the Slave Trade this golden age 

came to an end. 
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Warm Clothes Needed for those in Refugee Camps 
By Annie Neligan 

Winter is coming and those trapped in, or newly arriving at, camps in Greece are in need 
of warmth. We will collect warm clothes – sweaters, socks, gloves, hats, waterproofs, 
jackets – over the next few weeks ready to be taken out to camps on Lesbos and Chios in 
February. That’s when the volunteers with The Ripple Effect, based in Morecambe, are 
next driving out. On their website, at https://therippleeffect.info/news-and-events  they 
describe the warm and grateful welcome they receive from ‘a team of ordinary people 
going to extraordinary lengths to provide some comfort to thousands of people waiting 
in hope in overcrowded camps. These are proud, respectful people who have had the 
courage to escape war only to now find themselves stripped of their dignity, living in 
desperate conditions in bleak camps, where they feel unwelcome’. 

One of the volunteers from The Ripple Effect will be visiting Bentham early in the 
New Year to tell us more about who they are and what they do – the date will be in the 
next Bentham News. In the meantime, if you would like to contribute good clean clothes 
towards the next delivery, leave them in the box in the lobby in Looking Well. Very many 
thanks.  

Helping Refugees  
By Angie Pedley:  angie.pedley@gmail.com  Tel: 01729-851555 

When you see the news from around the world about the number of 
displaced people there are and that their numbers are sadly increasing all the time, do 
you wonder about doing something to help but don’t know what you can do? You may 
already be giving money or donating goods, but is there more you can do?  

John Sloan is co-founder of Refugee Support Europe. He set up the organisation with 
his friend Paul Hutchings, who he met while working in Calais with people fleeing from 
war and conflicts. They were both deeply affected by the death of Alan Kurdi, the little 
boy whose photo was shown around the world after he drowned in the sea near Turkey. 
Sadly, many more people have drowned since then as they try to reach places of safety.  

John will be speaking in Settle at St John’s Church at 7.30pm on Wednesday 11th 
December. He will talk about the refugee situation currently and how climate change 
affects the movement of people. He will ask what we can do to persuade those in                  
authority to act and how we can put pressure on politicians to do more. Changes in the 
climate affect all of us and often it is the most vulnerable who are displaced because of 
famine, floods and destruction. Come along and find out how you might be able to help. 
All are welcome and there will be a collection for Refugee Support Europe. 

https://therippleeffect.info/news-and-events
mailto:angie.pedley@gmail.com
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Our Neighbours’ News  
Step Classes! 
7.15-8.15pm at the i centre Ingleton 
Thursdays £4.50 a session. If you want to 
book a step and have some fun to music, 
ring Sally on 07977-633083. 
 

Settle Photographic Group   
www.settlephotos.org 

Monday 2nd December 7.30pm 

Townhead Court, Settle   
Workshop in New Zealand - Melvin 
Nicholson  
Melvin will talk about a workshop he 
organised in New Zealand. 
Melvin Nicholson is a UK based landscape 
photographer who runs workshops both in 
this country and around the world. For 
more information about Melvin and to see 
examples of his work visit his website: 
https://melvinnicholsonphotography.co.uk/ 

Monday 16th December 7.30pm 

 Townhead Court, Settle   
It’s Christmas! 
Christmas Jacob's Join and Christmas  

Quick Quiz 
An informal evening of chat, including the 
traditional "Jacob's Join" and a Quiz. 

For information about our meetings and 
visits look on the spg website at 
www.settlephotos.org. 
 

Hornby 
7th December - Christmas Bingo 

Eyes Down 7.30pm (Bar Opens 7pm) 

£1 per book 
 

31st December - New Years Eve 

Welcome Drinks 7.30pm 

Carved Buffet 8pm 

Live Music from The Jetsons 

Tickets £35 

Limited Availability 
 

 

Have you seen our website?… 
www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 

Matt ‘Chimney’ Potts 
Woodburners, Open/Gas Fires 

Rotary/Manual Brushes 
Cowls Fitted, Bird nest removal 
Fully Insured, Covering Ribble  

and Lune Valleys 
T: 07837 974 693 

FB: mattchimneypotts 
 

No Soot, No Dust, No Mess 

Would you like your business to 

have a 2-page colour feature on  

pages 2 and 3 of Bentham News? 

You supply the words and pictures; 

we provide the prime local  

advertising space and distribution. 

Interested? Contact Emma at 

ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk to find 

out the cost of our ‘Spotlight’ offer. 

http://www.settlephotos.org
https://melvinnicholsonphotography.co.uk/
http://www.settlephotos.org
mailto:ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk
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Springfield Bowling Club Presentation Evening                     
By Helen Cross (Club Secretary) 015242-80079 

On Wednesday 2nd October Springfield Bowling Club held their annual presentation 
evening at Bentham Golf Club and enjoyed an excellent meal. The current President, Liz 
Farnill, made the following presentations:- 

Medals were also presented to the team which played in the Home Guard Challenge 
Cup at Austwick on 8th June. The team (Audrey Shannon, Andrew Cross, Tom Davies, 
Helen Cross, Pam Woof and Clifford Park) scraped a win by one point over the Burton-in
-Lonsdale team. This was their third win in a row.  

Liz Farnill and Audrey Shannon also made a special presentation to Tom Davies for all 
his hard work and contributions to the running of the club. Tom has been the President 
and Green Keeper at the club for the past 17 and 16 years respectively and has decided 
that it is time to retire from the end of this season.   

Thanks to all who helped at the coffee morning on Saturday 5th October and to those 
who provided prizes, cakes etc. and to all those who made time to attend on the day.  

The next season will start in March 2020, and if you have never played bowls before 
and would like to try, watch out for the opening day poster on the Town Hall notice 
board. In the meantime, short mat bowls will be held on Monday afternoons in the Town 
Hall, and fortnightly social evenings in the club house will continue throughout the             
winter months. 

TROPHY WINNER(S) RUNNER(S)-UP 

Martin Leeming Tro-

phy 

Tom Davies 
Andrew Cross 

Helen Cross 
Cliff Park 

Garlick Cup Helen Cross 
Alan Tonge 

Tom Davies 
Diane White 

Tom Davies Trophy Tom Davies Eddie Knowles 

Mary Johnson Trophy Sue Pilkington Ruth Parker 

Lister Shield Tony Bowler Tom Davies 

Challenge Cup Alan Tonge Tom Davies 

Butterfield Cup Tom Davies Alan Tonge 

Rose Bowl Ruth Parker Pam Woof 

Jim Bush Cup Audrey Shannon Helen Cross 

Cardus Cup Andrew Cross 
Barry Taylor 

Liz Farnill 
Ray Shannon 

Jubilee Cup/President’s 

Day 

Andrew Cross 
Audrey Shannon 

Malcolm Rush 
Sue Pilkington 

Springfield Plate Eddie Knowles Martin Carr 

Captain’s Awards     

Men Tom Davies   

Ladies Audrey Shannon   
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 Bentham CP School 
By Mrs C Pearson, Headteacher 
 

The countdown to Christmas is well under-
way. Children in Early Years and Key 
Stage 1 are busy practising their Nativity 
before their grand opening performance on 
Monday 16th December.  We invite senior 
citizens from our community to join us for 
the performance on 16th December at 9.30 
am in the School Hall and afterwards for 
mince pies and a cuppa, all free of charge. 
On Tuesday 17th December from 6.00 pm, 
parents of children in Nursery, Class 1 and 
Class 2 are invited to watch their children 
perform. Carrying on with the festive 
theme, our Christmas Lunch and fund-
raising ‘Christmas Jumper Day’ will take 
place on Friday 13th December, with 
Christmas Parties being held on 19th                  
December.   
    During half-term, children were invited 
to take part in our ‘Find a Book Project’.  It 
was lovely to see so many children seeking 
out books that had been hidden around the 
community and enjoying reading them 
with family and friends.  Thank you to 
everyone who helped make this project           
a success.  Rumour has it there are a                  
number of books still in hiding….. 
    Recently, children in Class 3 thoroughly 
enjoyed their residential visit to                           
Halton Gill. For many children it was their 
first night away from home without                 
family. They behaved admirably,                    
thoroughly enjoying the time outdoors            
and the opportunity to engage in                          
outdoor challenges and activities. 
    We have recently added a Willow Dome 
and Tunnel to our outdoor provision.  
Thank you to The Friends of Bentham 
School for partly funding this project.  A 
number of children helped to create this 
‘live’ construction and we are all very 
much looking forward to watching it grow. 
    With a view to supporting                            
independence, promoting social skills and 
helping children’s confidence grow, we 
have recently been busy undertaking a 
recruitment exercise, with children in Year 
6 applying for a number of ‘Leader in 
School’ roles.  Successful applicants have 

now been appointed, including School 
Council, House Captains, Friday Recyclers, 
Playtime Equipment Supervisors, Menu 
Writers, ICT Co-ordinators, Sports Leaders 
and Librarians.  To help raise funds for 
trips and residential visits, Abbie and               
Ella from Year 6 have set up a Toast                
Café, where children can purchase a                 
slice of toast during morning break.  Well 
done to these young entrepreneurs! 
    On 11th November, Mr Watterson and 
his amazing puppets visited school.                
Children in all classes joined in, using the 
puppets for stories and role play, based 
around anti-bullying.  Sessions also helped 
to promote friendships and respect for each 
other.  
    On 11th November it was a privilege             
for the school to be involved                              
in the Remembrance Day Service on               
School Hill.  It was lovely to see so many 
individuals attending the Service,                       
both reflecting on and remembering all 
those in the armed forces who have so             
tragically died in the line of duty. 
    During November, children in Class 5 
visited Heysham Power Station.  Feedback 
from this visit was extremely positive, and 
it certainly provided food for thought, 
making children think about sustainable 
energy, global warming and climate 
change, topics that concern all of us and 
impacts the planet that we live on.  
    Our Autumn Term Parent Evenings             
allowed Parents/Carers to have their                 
say about the school by completing a             
questionnaire.  It was wonderful to receive 
such positive feedback from so many about 
their child’s experiences at this School.  
Why not take a look at the fantastic results 
– they are available on our website 
www.benthamcpschool.org.uk. 
    Finally, we still have a limited                    
number of spaces available at our Nursery. 
We also accept in-year transfers from                 
other schools in all year groups.                          
If you would like more information                  
about our school, or would like to arrange 
a visit, please do not  hesitate to contact            
the school office on 015242 61412. 
    
Wishing everyone a very Happy                    

http://www.benthamcpschool.org.uk
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Friday Lunch Club (Age Concern) 
in October 
By Olive Calverley 

On October 4th we had a visit from Looking Well Writers’ Club 
who shared poems and readings, both happy and sad, which 
were much enjoyed. Much hidden talent there! On October 11th 
we have our exercises with Sally when we enjoy the music and have many laughs as we 
strive to stretch our muscles. On October 18th Lowgill Band; Edward on accordion,                
Geoff on guitar and Louise on recorder, entertained us. Their music took us on a world 
tour from England to the USA, and across the sea with shanties and Eastern European 
Jewish folk songs, then back to Liverpool when we were all able to join in with a Beatles 
song. There was a trip to Morrisons on October 22nd, then on October 25th we played 
table games such as Bingo, Scrabble, Dominoes and Patience.  

We all received a leaflet setting out the purpose of the two lunch clubs (one at Low 
Bentham Victoria Institute and our own on a Friday). Many thanks for the £1,400 which 
has been received from the sale of Bentham Calendars, and the £500 which was raised at 
our coffee morning. 

Friday is the highlight of the week for many of our members, and we hope that more 
people will join us so that we can make new friends. More helpers are needed too,                 
to make things go smoothly. 

 

 
This beautiful autumnal photo was taken on Sunday 10th November by  
Peter Rollinson on the way from Bentham to Hawes 
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Mandy’s Christmas Food 
Blog 
It’s that time of year again and Christmas is 
just around the corner. It’s another busy time of 
year for me workwise but it’s busy for all of us 
anyway; buying presents, decorating the home, 
and, of course, cooking Christmas dinner.               
So, I thought I would help out with a few 
recipes for side dishes to add a little variety to 
your Christmas dinner. 
 

Chestnut, Bacon and Cranberry 

Stuffing 
 

100g dried cranberries 

50ml ruby port 

1 small onion, chopped 

2 rashers unsmoked back 

bacon, cut into strips 

50g butter 

2 garlic cloves, chopped 

450g sausagemeat 

140g fresh white or brown breadcrumbs 

2 tbsp chopped fresh parsley 

½ tsp chopped fresh thyme leaves 

140g peeled, cooked chestnuts, roughly 

chopped 

1 medium egg, lightly beaten 
 

Soak the cranberries in the port for an hour. 
Fry the onion and bacon gently in the 
butter, until the onion is tender and the 
bacon is cooked. Add the garlic and fry for 
another minute or so. Cool slightly, then 
mix with all the remaining ingredients, 
including the cranberries and port, adding 
enough egg to bind – I find it easiest to use 
my hands. Fry a knob of stuffing in a little 
butter, taste and adjust the seasoning if 
necessary. 

This stuffing can be baked in a dish or 
rolled into balls that will be crisp on the 
outside and moist inside. To bake, press the 
stuffing into a greased ovenproof dish in a 
4cm thick layer and at 190C/gas 5/fan 170C 
bake for about 40 minutes until browned 
and, in the case of sausagemeat stuffing, 

cooked right through. Alternatively, roll 
into balls that are about 4cm in diameter. 
Roast the stuffing balls in hot fat (they can 
be tucked around the turkey or done in a 
roasting tin on their own) for 30-40 
minutes, until crisp and nicely browned on 
the outside. 
 

Creamy Parsnip and Squash Bake 
 

284ml pot and a 142ml pot double cream 

1 small onion or shallot, finely chopped 

2 thyme sprigs, 1 stripped of leaves 

butter, for greasing 

500g parsnip (about 4 large) 

500g butternut squash (about ½ a large one) 

25g gruyère, grated 
 

Place the cream, onion or shallot and the 
thyme sprig into a small pan. Slowly heat to 
just below boiling point, then remove from 
the heat and leave to cool. Strain, 
discarding the onion and thyme. Heat oven 
to 160C/fan 140C/gas 4. Rub the bottom and 
sides of a gratin dish measuring about 
20cm x 30cm with butter. Peel the parsnips 
and trim the ends. Peel and scoop the seeds 
out of the squash. Thinly slice the 
vegetables. Layer the parsnip and squash in 
the dish, pour over the infused cream, then 
scatter with the thyme leaves and gruyère. 
Bake for 1 hour until golden and a fork 
slides easily into the veg. 

Merry Christmas all! 
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Help Your Pet Get Ready for Christmas 

By vet, Sharon Leak  

Christmas can be both an exciting and stressful time for pets in equal measure. Lots of 
people coming and going, changes to daily routines and more noise than usual. Nervous 
and elderly pets can be most vulnerable to stress, but they often don't show the signs 
which can then lead to things such as inappropriate urination around the house, hiding 
away and grumpiness, to name just a few.  
Top Stress-Reducing Tips: 

- Provide pets with a safe space where they can retreat if it’s all getting a bit too much. 
Cats in particular appreciate a quiet room with somewhere to hide (such as a cardboard 
box). 

- Try where possible to maintain your pet's daily walking and feeding routines,  

especially important with both young and older pets. Making sure your pet gets enough 
undisturbed sleep is also important. 

- Assign a 'pet guardian' (a great job for a child) to make sure guests are aware not to 
tread on or feed the family pets, and also to make sure the pet has access to their safe 
space/room. They can be in charge of extra love and cuddles too, a very important job! 

- If you know your pet suffers when the household is busy consider talking to your 
vet or vet nurse for advice. There are some really good calming products available (such 
as Pet Remedy with its essential oil blends – yes, this one works on humans too, and 
Nutracalm sprinkles with milk proteins.  

Wishing you and your pets a Happy Christmas. 

The people in the photo are vet nurse Lizzy Elliott 
and vet Guy Bolger (with dogs Bramble the               
Labrador and Conker the Border Terrier)  
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Aggression 
By Carolyne Lobb 

The picture shown is an aggressive canine position 
(dog muzzle over the back of another dog’s                     
shoulders) but the other body features such as tail/ear 
position shows that this is actually play using                   
dominance tactics.  

The causes of aggression in dogs can be categorised 
in 5 ways: 

1. Fear (the most common) 
2. Dominance 
3. Hormonal  
4. Predatory  
5. Idiopathic (no known cause, often unpredictable, usually a brain issue). 

I think dominance aggression does exist but not to the extremes that we consider it in 
terms of genetics. I think aggression can be fuelled by many things such as hormones, 
environment and genetics but I do believe that how dogs are reared create the biggest 
impact on dominance aggression. I understand that some breeds are more aggressive 
than others but in the main this is often caused by human interference. The research 
show that most dog attacks come from within the home and not in fact by stray dogs, 
which adds weight to the stress and pressure that dogs are put under within families, 
having to deal with humans and having to live within their boundaries that unknowingly 
cause much stress for dogs. For instance, Carol Price, in her book ‘Border Collie                    
Psychology’, refers to how we should never 
play rough and tumble with puppies as it 
excites them and encourages nipping and a 
bite reflex. The message we should be                   
teaching our dogs is that biting is not ac-
ceptable ever. However, humans and dogs 
can find the rough and tumble fun, and this 
is how we as humans unknowingly put 
pressure on our dogs without giving them 
clear boundaries and we send them mixed                          
communication messages. 
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What to look for in December 
By Sue Halsall 
Robins are a symbol of Christmas, though of course they are 
around throughout the year. They first appeared on Christmas 
cards in the 1860s when it became the fashion to post them to 
friends and relatives and in last year’s Garden Birdwatch, the 
robin was number 8 in the top ten birds, appearing in over 90% of 
gardens. They are familiar, fairly tame, everyone can identify 
them, and they sing all day including before it gets light if there are streetlights. Males 
and females are identical though young birds do not have the red breast, and they are 
fiercely territorial, driving off intruders with a call sounding like “tick tick”. They eat 
fruit, worms, seeds, insects and spiders and will come to a bird table especially if you put 

out mealworms. They have a high mortality rate in 
their first year, but if they survive that they can live 
for a few years, but most deaths are due to cats. 
     Another symbol of Christmas is the mistletoe plant 
and down south it is really common, growing in fruit 
trees and poplars, more noticeable once the tree has 
lost its leaves. I don’t know of any growing round 
Bentham but maybe a reader has seen some? It is a 
hemi-parasite on trees, which means it takes nutrients 
and water from the tree, but since it is green, it can 

make its own food by photosynthesising. There are separate male and female plants and 
only the females have the white berries on, which are poisonous to humans but loved by 
birds. The seed is surrounded by very sticky flesh which dries like cement on contact with 
the air, and it prefers healthy, intact bark of apple trees and produces a small shoot that 
grows into the tree and forms a holdfast. They               
germinate best in February and March but you can 
keep berries until then and if you do get some               
to grow, it doesn’t kill the tree. The loss of many 
apple orchards around Herefordshire and                         
Worcestershire means it isn’t as common as it was. 

Other things to look out for are starling                         
murmurations, and you may see smaller ones at 
dusk around Bentham or huge ones at the RSPB             
reserve at Leighton Moss. Gavin Wilshaw saw one 
up towards Green Smithy and was most impressed 
at the sight. It is amazing. Also look out for the full 
moon on the 12th (a Beaver Moon in December,             
apparently) and if it is particularly clear, there is a 
meteor shower called the Geminids between the 7th 
and 16th with the peak on 13th/14th December. It is 
always exciting to spot a shooting star, though a 
bright full moon makes it a bit more difficult. The 
winter solstice is on 22nd December at 4.19am, so 
there will be more daylight from then on – hurrah!  

Finally, at some point on 15th December, you 
might spot the Santa Special steam train heading             
towards Hellifield, which is exciting even if it isn’t 
the local wildlife! 
 
Photo of murmuration of starlings by Sue 
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Bentham News is published by a voluntary editorial committee consisting of Shirley Brown, 
Bob Clark, Christine Conroy, Kathleen Kelly, Ros Lloyd, Howard Matthew, Anne Preston, Jane 
Proctor, Richard Wallace, Pam Woof, and Denise Henshaw - co-ordinator, who can be                   
contacted on 07770-801591 c/o Emma’s Hair and Beauty, 29 Main Street, Bentham LA2 7HQ. 
Emma Greenep works alongside Denise administering the advertising side of the paper and 
can be reached on ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk. Every effort is made to ensure that                     
information contained in the paper is correct; however, Bentham News is an open access              
paper and views and opinions expressed and adverts included are not necessarily endorsed by 
the editorial committee. The committee reserves the right to edit contributions. We are willing 
to withhold names on request, but names, addresses and telephone numbers must accompany  
all  items  for publication. Email to:- info@thebenthamnews.co.uk or hand in to Emma’s Hair 
and Beauty in the Main Street or use our website www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 

Copy deadline is 12th December for the January edition. Please note we cannot                      
guarantee the inclusion of any articles after this date. We aim to acknowledge all emails,             
if you do not receive a reply to an email, contact us again, as it may not have been received. 
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Find us on Facebook the bentham news find us on the web www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 

Bentham’s Firework Display, expertly seen through the lens 
of Allan Hartley 


