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Christmas in the Mart 
By Andrea Dennis 

A fabulous time was had by all who attended this year’s Christmas in the Mart at 
Bentham Auction Mart on 13th and 14th December. It was cold outside, but the warmth 
of the welcome inside made up for that. 

Our Christmas Market showcased top quality makes, bakes, crafts and art from across 
the locality - an ideal place for some Christmas shopping. Alongside this there was 
delicious food and drink to sample and a chance to enjoy celebrating our rural 
community, local artists and our farming heritage. 

There was live music performed by local musicians John Michael, Dave Ellershaw 
and Chloe France, an interactive Nativity scene, children’s activities hosted by Churches 
Together in Bentham, a special launch of the book ‘As Angels Often Say’ with author, 
illustrator and professional balloon artist, Paul Curwen, who created a full-sized nativity 
using volunteers from the audience and lots of balloons! 

The Farmers’ Christmas Carol Concert on the Friday evening with Kirkby Lonsdale 
Brass Band brought a real festive feel and drew in the crowds. Across the weekend a 
total of over £400 was raise for the Farmers’ Crisis Network, North West Ambulance, 
Dig Deep and Friends of Bentham Community Primary School. 

Thanks to all of you who came along and enjoyed the event – may you have a 
wonderful New Year!  
A warm welcoming party at the entrance to ‘Christmas in the Mart’ – Andrea Dennis with her 
parents, Stewart and Lyn Bentley, and her son John. There were too many stalls to feature each 
one, but pages 3 and 4 are a sample of what was on display. 
All photos on pages 2, 3 and 4 by Malcolm Preece 
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Clockwise from top right:- 
 

Hannah-Victoria Taylor from Nether Kellett among the flower displays at her IXIA Flower Studio and 
Heritage Cutting Garden stall. Her farmer granddad Gordon Rawsthorne has been coming to Bentham 
Auction Mart all his working life and was proudly there at the event to support her with her business 
(ixiabotanicals.co.uk) which serves the North West of England and was recently featured in ‘Cumbria 
Life’.   
Kathryn Jenkins and Sarah Wilkinson from Levens, who only started their business in August this 
year, at their ‘Tailor the Foxx’ stall, featuring everything tailored for the 0-5 year olds. Sarah’s baby is 
due in February, we wish her health, joy and happiness. 
Caroline West, from Clapham, designs and makes hand-crafted ceramic raku and stoneware jewellery. 
(Tel: 07519-633766). 
‘The Milking Parlour’ featuring their own artisan ice cream made the authentic Italian way using fresh 
milk from their family farm near Kirkby Lonsdale, were doing a roaring trade selling an amazing range 
of ice cream in edible or biodegradable containers. Their mission is: ‘Cow to Cone’: the milk in the ice 
cream on sale was in the cow just 2 days before! (info@cowtocone.co.uk) 

mailto:info@cowtocone.co.uk
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Clockwise from top left:- 
 

Rachel Thornton, artist and printmaker, surrounded by her artwork, works from Studio 42 in Bentham 
(rachthorns@gmail.com). 
Richard Briggs and Sammy Harrison are partners in RS Finesse, creating bespoke handmade metalwork 
gifts in connection with RBE Engineering at Farleton (rsfinesseinfo@gmail.com) On display were log 
baskets, toilet roll holders and house signs – but there’s more to see on their Facebook and Instagram 
pages. 
Lois, owner of ‘Cheeky Squealers’ is pictured here with her fiancé Sam, her parents and a string of sau-
sages! The free-range pigs are reared on a farm in Low Bentham and her bacon and pork joints and sau-
sages can be ordered from 07341-442653. 
Jon Brook looking pensive on his stall showcasing ’bentham imaging’. 
Michelle Hodgson, poking her head out from behind her stall, uses graphic art to create linoprint designs 
which are then used to upcycle objects. 
Interactive nativity featuring audience members, Paul Curwen and lots of balloons.. 

mailto:rachthorns@gmail.com
mailto:rsfinesseinfo@gmail.com
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Charity Pay Out Day at the 
Co-op  
By Carolyne Lobb  

On Saturday 23rd November the Co-op in 
Bentham presented their 3 nominated             
charities for 2019 with their well-deserved 
cheques. 

Age Concern received £3,203.51,                   
Bentham and District Dementia                         
Community Group £3,406.39 and Burton- 

in-Lonsdale Village Hall £2,728.76. Well 
done to all of them. It was a great                         
celebratory day and all the Co-op staff 
worked really hard preparing homemade 
cakes to make the day really special. 

Photos show Co-op manager, Matt Mclaughlin 
presenting the cheques to representatives from 
all 3 local charities  
 

Bentham News 2020 
Publication Dates 
We have decided to always publish on a 
Friday as it is less confusing for us, our 
readers and our deliverers. Deadline is al-
ways 12th of the month, so this means that 
in some months it is a tighter schedule be-
tween deadline day and BN going to print, 
so we really appreciate contributors getting 
their copy in to us before the 12th whenev-
er possible.  

We look forward to continuing to                
receive your articles, notices, letters,               
advertisements and photos. The February 
BN will be our 400th edition, which means 
we’ve been bringing Bentham News to the 
Bentham community for over 33 years.  

January Friday 3rd January 

February Friday 31st January 

March Friday 28th February 

April Friday 27th March 

May Friday 1st May 

June Friday 29th May 

July Friday 26th June 

August Friday 31st July 

September Friday 28th August 

October Friday 25th September 

November Friday 30th October 

December Friday 27th November 
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Father Anthony 
Boylan  
6th May 1939 - 20th 
November 2019 
By Rev Paul Hypher 

Monsignor Anthony Boylan, formerly 
Parish Priest of St. Boniface, Bentham 
and St. Mary and St. Michael, Settle, 
died peacefully 20th November 2019.   

He was a distinguished priest with 
many years of parish ministry. With a 
disciplined prayer life, he could often 
be found praying silently in church. 
His celebrations of Mass were                
prayerful; his sermons thoroughly 
prepared. He had a gentle pastoral 
heart and was keen to work with            
other Christian churches. Monsignor Anthony had a positive outlook; this showed              
particularly during his last illness. 

Anthony Bernard Boylan was born on 6th May 1939 in Bradford to a Catholic family of 
five boys and one girl. He was educated in Bradford at St. Bede’s RC Grammar School, 
where his father had previously taught for 20 years. When he was sixteen, he felt called 
to apply to become a priest. He was sent to St. Cuthbert’s College, Ushaw near Durham. 
After 9 years of study, he was ordained priest at St. Joseph’s Church, Bradford on 24th 
May 1964 and appointed curate at St. Peter’s, Doncaster. 

In the mid 1960s a conference comprised of the Pope and all Roman Catholic Bishops 
worldwide known as the Second Vatican Council introduced important changes. In 1967 
Fr. Anthony was sent to Rome to study this Council and its changes, especially those 
relating to the Church’s legal system and worship. He obtained a Doctorate.   

In 1970 he returned to Leeds to Holy Family Parish, and then onto Holy Rosary Parish, 
Chapeltown. In 1975 Fr. Anthony was sent to London to become the key adviser to the 
English Bishops for implementing Vatican II’s, especially those changes relating to                
worship and the training of priests. The English-speaking Bishops worldwide had agreed 
to have just one common English text for Worship. Because of his encyclopaedic 
knowledge of the Catholic Church’s history and worship, Fr. Antony was asked to head 
up this project. This meant organising and chairing frequent international meetings in 
Washington DC. The project was completed in1982 and Pope John Paul II made                   
Fr. Anthony a Papal Chaplain with the title Monsignor. 

Keen now to return to parish work, Monsignor Anthony was appointed to Dewsbury, 
Beeston and then Burley-in-Wharfdale. In 2006 he was appointed to St. Boniface,                 
Bentham and St. Mary and St. Michael, Settle. Bishop David Konstant hoped that living 
in this area, Monsignor Anthony could again take long solitary walks in his beloved 
Dales. In 2015 Monsignor Anthony chose Bentham as his place of retirement. 
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Happy Memories of Father Tony Boylan 
By Rev Mabel Parr 

On Wednesday 11th December St Boniface’s Church was packed with people                          
remembering and giving thanks for the life of Fr Tony and especially his ministry in            
Bentham. The previous night his body had lain in Leeds Cathedral following a service led 
by the Bishop of Leeds, and at the Requiem Mass in Bentham several Monsignors                     
concelebrated, indicating the esteem with which he was held in the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

But there were also people from many denominations including 5 Anglican Priests, 
who gathered to pay their last respects to a Priest who was loved in Bentham and Settle. 
In his own quiet, unassuming way, Fr Tony reached out to people beyond the boundaries 
of the Roman Catholic Church and participated in Ecumenical events including the Lent 
Courses, Annual Good Friday Walks, the Blessing of the Crosses on Palm Sunday, the 
Remembrance Services, the Hymns by the river and the Carol Services.  

I was very privileged to work with Fr Tony for several years, including the time when 
St Margaret’s was closing, and I am thankful for the support, help and encouragement he 
gave us during that difficult time. I particularly found the way in which he readily                
arranged for us to celebrate our midweek Communion in St Boniface’s to be a mark of 
the good relationships between the clergy and people of the different denominations in 
Bentham.  

Partly this was due to the frequent meetings when the ordained ministers of the 
churches met together in fellowship, and I know that the Rev Brian Yardy and Fr Stephen 
Dawson both appreciated the wisdom, knowledge and understanding of Fr Tony. Not 
only did we value his advice and contributions to our combined ministries, but we also 
enjoyed his gentle sense of humour and his acceptance of our idiosyncrasies.  

Photo shows l to r: Father Tony, Paul Hypher, Stephen Dawson, Mabel Parr and Brian Yardy 
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People of Bentham – Geoff and Mary Lawson 
Geoff is a vulnerable adult, with high functioning Downs Syndrome. He lives with his 
mum, Mary, and has strong relationships with other members of his family, and Elza, his 
carer for the last 16 years. They worship at The Church of the Good Shepherd in Lowgill. 
As Geoff now has dementia, Mary and Elza helped us piece together this interview. Geoff 
has lived a full and happy life, please read on ….. 
 

How long have you lived in Bentham? 
Geoff has lived in Bentham all his life, although he was born on 25th June 1960 at the 
home of his grandmother in Hornby. He lived with his father George, mother Mary, 
older sister Janet and younger brother David at Oak Bank Farm, near Green Smithy, 
where David still lives with his wife Val and their 2 children Andrew and Helen. This is a 
family farm which is passing on to the next generation of farmers. He moved to their 
present home in Springfield, High Bentham in 1990. 
 

Tell us something about yourself that people wouldn’t normally know. 

I have played pool for England. I learned to play at a club in Morecambe run by Mencap, 
week by week I got better and better, and I was able to practise at The Bentham Club on 
Main Street with my friend Tim. The Special Pool Championships are held in Bridlington 
each year, and I’ve played against teams from Cyprus, Scotland, North and South 
Ireland, Wales and Gibraltar. I was always very nervous, sometimes it was very noisy 
and hard to concentrate, but I played my best. I have won cups and trophies playing for 
my country. My mum and Elza are very proud of me. 

 

If you could travel anywhere, where would you like to go? 

I would love to visit family in New Zealand where they have a sheep and dairy farm, and 
where they milk the cows outside not back in sheds. This isn’t going to happen, but I 
have done a lot of travelling by car, coach, ferry and train in Britain. I’ve been on the ferry 
across the Mersey (and sang all the way), I had a really good day on the Settle-Carlisle 
railway, and on the train to Leeds where it was so windy, I nearly got blown down the 
street. Elza drove me and Tim to Hawes where I met the ropemaker and saw rope like 
the rope that was used on the farm to help pull out a new-born calf when the cow can’t 
manage on her own. We went to the Isle of Man for a Special European Pool 
Championship: we went on a ferry and I waved goodbye to my mum from the top deck 
and she waved to me with a hanky: the hotel was rubbish. At the Lord Mayor’s Carols in 
Leeds I knew all the carols, and everyone sang them together: it snowed on the way 
home, but we were ok because Elza has a 4-wheel drive car. I’ve seen clog-dancing in 
Lancaster, the kite festival in Morecambe, Aysgarth Falls, Blackpool Lights and Ingleton 
Folk Festival: we did barn dancing in the square. I could do it but Elza wasn’t very good, 
she got muddled up.  
 

What does a perfect day look like to you? 

I would go for a ride in a car with my mum and stop for a good cup of coffee, chocolate 
cake and millionaire’s shortbread which I would share with my friends Tim, Sam, 
Matthew, Sean and Elizabeth. It would probably be a Tuesday, because that’s when we 
all meet up with Elza for Tuesday Club. Mary added: 2 or 3 times a year and at 
Christmas we go to visit Janet and her family in Ilkley. We stay for 3 nights and Mike, 
Janet’s husband, takes Geoff out every day, which he absolutely loves. Janet has Power of 
Attorney for Geoff and is a real support and I don’t know what I do without her help. 
0 

Is there anyone who has had the most influence on your life? 
Apart from my family and Elza who are the most important, one of my teachers at 
Summerfield Special School was Jim Bowen. He was later famous on ‘Bullseye’ on TV 
and presented me with a certificate and I got his autograph.  
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If you had an unlimited budget what investment would you make in Bentham? 

Mary answered this one: I would provide better transport for people with mobility 
problems who might need to use a wheelchair. And I would build a bungalow for us to 
live in. I’ve got our names down for the new Extra-Care Housing in Bentham and hope I 
can hang on until it’s ready. 
 

What’s the worst job you have every done? 

For Geoff it’s not a job, but he finds loud people or raised voices very upsetting and is 
terrified of violence. And Mary again: I used to like all the jobs I had working on the 
farm; the worst bit was having to get up so early. I was housekeeper for our old GP, Dr 
Wright, for a few years, and I enjoyed that too. 
 

What’s your most treasured possession?  
Geoff really loves his gold watch, but he would now never go anywhere without his 
much-treasured Mum or Elza. 

How do you relax? 

Geoff loves watching cowboy films or any sport on TV, his favourite football team is 
Leeds United. Also, country music is very soothing. For Mary: it’s handicrafts, which she 
can still do aged 90. She first put in entries to Bentham Show in 1955, and hasn’t stopped 
baking, embroidering and knitting since. 
 

What did you want to do when you were growing up? 

Mary wanted to be a nurse, and Geoff would have been a kind and generous carer. 
 

Are there any live events that you’ve particularly enjoyed? 

So many! All the Bentham and Ingleton pantomimes, although sometimes they’re too 
noisy. ‘Oliver’ in Settle, and films like ‘Mamma Mia’. I didn’t like ‘Looking for Eric’ as 
there was lots of bad swearing. Birthdays are special and for my 50th we had great fun 
with a party and barn dance with musicians from Lowgill. 

                                    Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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December’s Town Council Meeting 
By Howard Matthew 
 

Councillors in attendance: Adams, Bridgeman, Burton, Faraday, Handford, Swales and 
Taylor (Chair). Also, in attendance: District Councillor Brockbank, 6 members of the               
public and a police representative. 
 

These notes were made at the meeting and are not the complete minutes which can be obtained 
from the Town Clerk, Christine Downey on Bentham 62587. 
 

Comments and Concerns: This section of the meeting gives members of the public the 
opportunity to raise issues with Councillors. 
 

1 - Peter Leonard requested that the Council consider planting fruit trees on council            
property. There was a positive response to this suggestion. He also had some concerns 
that the Council had not taken action in addressing energy consumption in the Town 
Hall and offered to provide a free consultation.  Councillor Adams pointed out that this 
had already been done, but he would follow it up with Cllr Hill who was leading on 
‘Climate Emergency’. 

2 - Maggie Bruno highlighted the dangers on the B6480 from vehicles driving past the 
corner of St John’s Church/Cedar House School. There had been a number of near misses 
and a member of the public explained how she had nearly been hit by speeding cars. Cllr 
Taylor thanked her for bringing this to the Council’s attention and pointed out that it was 
on the agenda for this meeting (see below). 

3 - David Williams brought up the issue of dog fouling. It was unclear what exactly his 
concern was.  He was given two minutes to make his point, and when this time expired 
he was reluctant to leave, but eventually did so.  
 

Police Report: This is covered on  page 21 in this edition of Bentham News. 
 

Reports from District Councillors: Cllr Brockbank stated that a report was pending on 
dog fouling.  She also added that all litter bins in Bentham do allow dog excrement, see 
article opposite. 
 

Highway Matters: 

Responding to an email from a member of the public there were two suggestions related 
to highways: 

 Introduction of double yellow lines at the brow of Robin Lane 

 Use of the disabled bay on Main Street 

Cllr Adams responded to these, saying that if yellow lines were introduced, evidence 
shows that the speed of traffic would increase. Speeding traffic has become a particular 
problem in Bentham, and it was felt this would make it worse. Disabled parking bays 
cannot be altered, and although they may seem to be empty most of the time, they must 
always be available for drivers with a disability.  
 

Road Safety at St. John’s Church and Cedar House School 

This item resulted from an email sent by Cllr Brockbank and was also highlighted in the 
public concerns section earlier in the meeting. The problem relates to the speed of traffic 
on a sharp bend.  This affects the entrance to Cedar House and people crossing to and 
from the church and church car park. The suggestions worth considering were: 

 Portable speed cameras 

 Creating pavements on each side of the road, thus enabling the possibility of a 
pedestrian crossing.  
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Making Council meetings more friendly: Cllr Bridgeman had put this item on the               
agenda. She was concerned that during proceedings at the November meeting, members 
of the Council had been rude to a member of the public who had complained that they 
were unable to hear what was being said. Cllr Bridgeman said that this was unacceptable, 
and she would apologise to the individual concerned. Cllr Taylor responded by                  
suggesting that the acoustics in the Lower Town Hall were not very good, and that                
although this was less of a problem when there were few members in attendance, when 
most of the Council were there it was difficult to hear. It was suggested that the public 
seats could be brought nearer to the Council ones.  
 

Disappearing Litter Bins! It would appear that something strange has been happening to 
the litter bins in Bentham. Some have moved, some have grown bigger and some have 
disappeared completely. But never fear, our councillors are on the case with a tour of all 
the bins (and the places where the bins should be) and will report back in future.  
 

Planning Applications Supported by Bentham Town Council – December 2019 
(Bentham Town Council have asked us to inform readers that planning applications 
which are agreed by them are passed on to Craven District Council and then Granted or 
Refused. It is Craven District Council who has the final decision on planning                          
applications). 

 Replacement windows and doors at 7-13, 15-21, 23-19 Banks Way, High Bentham. 

 A street naming and numbering application has been received from Adam Carr, 
Builders Ltd, for the site at Gill Head Farm, Robin Lane, High Bentham. 

 

Planning Decisions Granted by Craven District Council – December 2019 

 First floor bedroom extension and single storey side extension to house and  

      swimming pool extension to rear of garage at Blossom Barn, Birkwith Lane,  

      Low Bentham. 

 Application to vary condition no 2 (Plans) on application granted 6th June 2019 to 
allow Co-op estates to make changes to the layout and external alterations to the 
elevations at United Cooperatives Late Shop, Main Street, High Bentham. 

 Conversion of loft into master bedroom suite with new dormer and velux roof 
window at Sunny Bank, 48 Mount Pleasant, High Bentham. 

 

The next meeting of the Town Council will be on Monday 6th January 2020 and members 
of the public are invited to attend. 

 

 

Craven Concerned about Dog Fouling 

By Craven District Councillors - Linda Brockbank (015242-61598) and  

Stuart Handley (07786-862402) 

You may have noticed that a number of Dog Fouling bins have disappeared over the last 
few years. This is because Craven District Council changed its policy on what can be put 
into ordinary litter bins and general household waste bins. Dog owners can now put their 
dog waste into regular litter bins and into their household waste bins at home. 

So, for those few dog owners who don't pick up, please put your dog waste in any of 
the litter bins around town or take it home and put it in your household waste bin.               
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Planning Issues before the Town Council on 

16th December 
Councillors present were: Stannard, Burton, Adams, Taylor and Marshall (chair) 
 

New Planning Applications: 

 Outline application for development of 2 detached dwellings in land to 

the rear of Greenfoot at Jubilee Cross, Low Bentham: Cllr Stannard raised 

concern over access issues. 

 Replacement of existing timber windows, French doors and entrance door 

with UPV at Garland, Doctors Hill, Low Bentham: no objections raised. 
 

Planning permission has been granted for (1) a single detached dwelling,                

garage and kennels, associated landscaping and new vehicle access at land off 

Mill Lane, Low Bentham, and (2) a loft conversion including new rooflights and 

installation of PV panels at Garland, Doctors Hill, Low Bentham. 

 

Retrospective planning permission has been refused for retention of boundary 

fence and septic tank at Scaleber Farm, Back Lane, Low Bentham. 
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January Garden  
By Joyce Knapp 

January can be a very good month 
to start afresh in our gardens and 
allotments, with a new growing 
season stretching out before us and 
time enough to assess what has 
gone before and what can be 
improved for the future.  
Sometimes this improvement may 
involve subtle changes but, occasionally, 
we might wish to make a big change, to 
match the stage of life we are at. Currently, 
as I am well into my sixties, I am seriously 
looking to reduce the workload involved in 
maintaining our allotment and thereby 
freeing up more time to focus on crop 
production.  

With that in mind, we have sadly had to 
remove an old damson tree because a large 
proportion of its fruit was badly diseased 
last year, and much time was spent trying 
to remove it so as not to affect the good 
fruit. I decided it was best to cut my losses 
as we only use a very small number of 
damsons each year and it was not worth the 
workload involved. We also took down an 
unproductive cooking apple tree as it has 
only cropped twice in the twenty-three 
years since we planted it, despite my best 
efforts to prune it. The space provided has 
now been planted with a new blackcurrant 
bush called 'Baldwin' that is reputed to 
produce large, flavoursome fruit on a rather 
compact bush.  

Another change we made was to remove 
an old gooseberry bush that produced very 
small, green, fruit on very spiky stems, 
replacing it with a variety known as 
'Captivator' which will give us large, sweet, 
reddish berries on thorn less stems. This 
will not only give us a better crop but will 
also make harvesting the fruit much 
quicker and less painful. I have again 
planted the gooseberry bush strategically 
next to a fence (fan trained) covered in 
Cotoneaster so that the gooseberry sawfly 
does not find it so easily in the summer 

months and I don't lose my 
crops to their voracious 
caterpillars. To complete the 
acquisition of new fruit, we 
have planted five new 
raspberry canes which go by 
the name of 'Glen Prosen' and 
these will start cropping next 
year, giving us large berries of 
excellent flavour. The move 
from growing top fruit (trees) 

to growing soft fruit (bushes and canes) 
should greatly reduce the workload and 
give us a more valuable crop which can be 
frozen for use throughout the winter 
months, when it is at its most expensive in 
the shops. All these changes should allow 
more time to focus on growing vegetables 
and I may even be able to spend a bit more 
time relaxing on our garden swing soaking 
up the sunshine. 

Nature 
Notes 
By David Fisher 

I was near 
Ingleborough 
and saw 22 Fox 
Moth caterpillars.  
I’ve also seen a November Moth resting on 
the window. I’m looking forward to the 
season ahead when I can start moth 
trapping. 

There are not many ducks, swans, etc, at 
Leighton Moss because of the frosty 
conditions but there are a lot of robins 
nearby.  There are no field mushrooms 
because of the unfavourable weather 
conditions but blackberries are plentiful on 
the roadsides up to Lowgill.  Roe deer have 
been seen in Wennington near the road to 
Melling and there are grey herons at 
Lowgill and also at Kirkby. 
 

Don’t forget the BN deadline date 
is 12th January for the  

February edition 
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High Bentham  
By Mary Brougham 

Another year has gone by and on 5th 
December there was plenty of turkey, 
crackers and wine around as we            
celebrated Christmas with our annual 
dinner at the Horse and Farrier. 
The excellent meal was enjoyed by all who 
attended. Gerald, our friendly railway man, 
made an appearance as Father Christmas 
and made a very good job of handing out 
our Secret Santa presents. The donations 
for the homeless were plentiful, and                  
hopefully these will make someone’s 
Christmas a little bit more enjoyable.               
Ingrid, our social secretary, won the              
voucher for the yearly competition.  

Our next meeting will be 
on 2nd January. May I take 
this opportunity to wish 
everyone a happy and 
healthy new year. 

Tatham Fells  
By Mary Taylor 

Tatham Fells Women’s Institute members 
made merry at their Christmas Party held 
in the Old School on Tuesday 10th                      
December. The scene was set for a                  
delightful evening with festive tables in the 
warm, decorated room, as all were given a 
welcoming drink before helping                     
themselves to a scrumptious buffet meal 
supplied by Simply Delicious. President 
Linda Kirkby presented the year’s                 
competition prizes. First: Andrea Ball,             
second: Kath Coats and third: Jenny Herd. 
The evening continued with a competition 
produced by Brenda Burrow. Working in 
twos, the task was to identify eleven              
members from photographs of them when 
they were babies or very young, and the 
winners were Carole Butcher and Louise 
Kitchen with nine correct answers.  There 
then followed an hilarious, dead pan sketch 
of Cinderella, performed by Ruth Garstang, 
Linda Kirkby, Jenny Herd, Carole Butcher 
and Carole Thurnham. The entertainment 

conclude with Carole 
Butcher reading us a 
Spoonerism tale of 
Cinderella. 
The title of the                  
January meeting is 
‘Organ Transplant’, 

given by John Parkinson and Colin                    
Burford.  

Low Bentham 
By Kathryn Brownsord 

The November meeting was a talk entitled 
“Life of a Hill Farmer” by John Dawson.             
It was very interesting, going back through 
the generations of his family, and at times 
very amusing. John certainly is a good             
storyteller. 

Our monthly Craft and Chat meeting 
was held at Kathryn Brownsord’s home, 
and as usual it was a lovely relaxing few 
hours. 

Instead of our monthly walk we decided 
to use the local bus service, thereby sticking 
to the WI ethos of using public transport. 
We visited Barton Grange to see the Xmas 
displays and have lunch. It was a lovely 
bright day and the five members who went 
enjoyed their ride on the double decker 
buses as you can see so much more than in 
a car. 

Our Federation’s annual Food and                
Flower Festival was held at Darley this 
year and five of our members made the 
trip. We thoroughly             
enjoyed the food                  
demonstration, but the 
flower demonstration 
was superb. All items 
were raffled off at the 
end of the day but                
unluckily none of us 
won any. 

It was our WI’s turn to hold the Group’s 
Christmas service at our church, with this 
year’s theme of Faith. All the WIs took part 
and the truly lovely service was followed 
by refreshments. 
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Our Xmas lunch this year 
was held at Ireby Green 
Farm Cafe with Father                   
Christmas turning up with a 
present for all members. 

The next meeting will be 
held at Bentham Community 
School on the third Thursday 
in January (16th) at 7pm. It 
will be our AGM followed by 
a Jacobs Join supper                     
provided by the committee 
Why not come and join us? 

 
 
Early  
Morning 
Frost 
By George Watson 

 

My name is George 
Watson and I moved 
to Bentham in 2014 
from Bradford, West            
Yorkshire. I’m a 
cleaner at the local            
Co-op and Barclay’s 
bank. I’ve been               
taking photos for fun 
for about 20 years 
now, mainly with my 
phone. The photos 
here  were taken with 
my iPhone 6 with a 
Micro lens attached 
to it. I love going out 
on walks and taking 
photos. 



16  

 

After the Earthquake 

By John Vendy 

On 25th April 2015, an earthquake of magnitude 7.8 devastated a large area of Nepal with 
an epicentre NE of Kathmandu. Bentham held a fundraising event to support the appeal 
for financial help in rebuilding the infrastructure, homes and trails of the area. I have just 
spent two weeks trekking through the Ghorka region of Nepal (the worst affected) and am 
pleased to report that the money we raised (along with donations from others) has made a 
tremendous difference! 

The Nepali Government sponsored research into improved designs to make the stone 
houses more earthquake resilient. The result is the addition of several wooden ladder-like 
sections within the walls that allows the layers of rock to move against each other without 
the walls cracking during an earthquake. (See photos for details). 

The supplier that provided the roofing sheets for the repaired and rebuilt homes 
supplied a blue finish in this area. The picture of a typical village gives an indication of 
how many homes were either repaired or replaced following the quake. 

All homes and schools have now been repaired or replaced with government funding 
aided by overseas donations. However, the repair of local monasteries and other 
structures will have to be funded by local communities, which may take some time. Many 
heritage sites in the Kathmandu valley are still in the process of repair. (See photo of the 
damage to "Welcome to Ruby Valley" archway). 

A very big "thank you" to all who came to the fundraising event or donated through 
other means. Your generosity has made a big difference to many people in their hour of 
need. They are again the cheerful people I remember from visits before 2015. 

 

Blue roofs are replacement or repaired buildings, below 
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12th December 2019 -  General Election Result for Skipton & Ripon Constituency 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are 78,673 registered voters in this constituency and roughly 75% of them turned 
out to vote. 

Bentham News Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £18 local—£25 non local One eighth page colour £23 local—£30 non local 
One quarter page £35 local—£48 non local One quarter page colour £46 local—£56 non local 
One half page £80 local—£105 non local One half page colour £105 local—£125 non local 
Flyers  £150 commercial   Flyers £75 charity 
Pages 2 & 3 Spotlight Double Page Spread—advertising feature—£150          
People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   
 

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 
Send to ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk (or call 07770 801591) 

Photos show modified building structure, left, 

damaged arch, above, and ladder viewed from 

outside, below 

Julian Smith Conservative 34,919 59.5% 

Brian McDaid Labour 11,225 19.1% 

Andrew Murday Liberal Democrat 8,701 14.8% 

Andy Brown Green 2,748 4.7% 

Jack Render The Yorkshire Party 1,131 1.9% 
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Bentham Film Group 
By Stella Hall 

The Golden Oldie, 'A Star is Born', will 
be the film shown by Bentham Film Group at 
Bentham Town Hall on Friday 10th January 
2020. 

This 1954 American musical film (Cert PG) 
stars Judy Garland and James Mason. It tells 
how a film star helps to boost the career of an 
unknown young singer and actress. After the 
two marry, her fame and fortune rises as his 
own career spirals downward, not helped by 
his alcoholism. 

As usual, the film starts at 8pm with tickets 
costing £5 on the door. There will be an 
interval with a raffle and refreshments.  
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Pioneer Projects’ Looking Well Studio will be open on Saturdays during January. If you 
are between 14 and 25, come along (11am-1pm), be inspired and join in our                            

RE IMAGINE  BENTHAM creative workshops. We will be making a large-scale 
sculpture out of recycled materials and need lots of clean plastic bottles. Donations of 
bottles can be left in the foyer. 

It is nearly Panto time and the prop-making workshops will also be on Saturdays 
(1pm-3pm). Come in, have fun and keep warm. 

 

We will be back at the Community Youth Café on Thursday evenings to help finish 
the newly painted graffiti walls. Come along and add your own design! 

 

Lego Club – we still need unwanted Lego to start a Lego Club, please bring any 
donations into the library.   

 

We hope to start more Adult Learning Courses delivered by NYCC Adult Learning 
Skills Service. If you are interested in learning about Mobile Apps or completing a Food 
Hygiene course, please let us know. 
 

The Library Service can come to you! 
 

There is nothing better than settling down with a good book; but what do you do if you 

are not able to get out and about to find something new to read? 
We now have enough volunteers to start a Home Library and Information Service for 

the Bentham area. The service is available to anyone who has difficulty getting to the 

library or carrying books. A member of the library staff or a library volunteer will contact 

you to find out what you like reading; books will then be selected for you and delivered 

once a fortnight by volunteers. You can also request specific books free of charge. We can 

supply books in ordinary or large print as well as audio books on CD. The service is 

completely free. 

If you or anyone you know would like to receive this service, and for further 

information on any of the above, please tel: 015242-62672 or email 

office@pioneerprojects.org.uk  
 

 

And Bentham 

Community Library 
By Lynda Graveson 

mailto:office@pioneerprojects.org.uk
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People’s Page 
 

The Bentham line dancers have donated 
£100 to NW air ambulance. A great 
charity that saves many lives in this area. 
Thanks to all the dancers for their 
support. 
Jenny Durrant 
 

Bentham Youth Café would like to say a 
BIG thank you to all the local businesses 
and residents who supported us and 
donated items for our raffle, tombola and 
other stalls at our recent Coffee Morning 
held at Bentham Town Hall on 30th 
November.  We made £380.  We 
appreciate all the support we receive and 
if you would like to become more involved 
in the Youth Café, in any capacity, please 
get in touch on 015242 61609. Thank you. 
Michelle Wright, Administrator 
Bentham Youth Café 
 

Looking for  People to Contribute to our 
Village Hall 
The Low Bentham Victoria Institute has a 
rich history of community participation and 
the committee would like some help in 
continuing the good work our members and 
volunteers currently do. We are seeking 
people to serve on our committee or for 
volunteers to offer their help with our social 
events, garden maintenance and odd jobs or 
any skills/ideas that you could bring to the 
Victoria Institute. We are very flexible and 
responsive to everyone`s needs and would 
fully support you. 

Please give me a ring for a chat and to 
arrange a visit. 
Diane Faraday-Williams, 63162  
 

Please Help! 
 
Bloomin’ Bentham volunteers were asked to 
help clear this overgrown and unusable 

footpath between Atkinson Vos and the 
playing field leading to Bentham Industrial 
Estate, popular with dog walkers.  Photos 
show the work in progress: this is quite a 
big task so any help will be gratefully 
received.  Please phone Sue on 62083. 
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Police News 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from your local Safer Neighbourhood 
Policing Team covering the Bentham, Ingleton and Settle area; PS1006 Paul Evans 
PC 274 Andy McClurg, PC 188 Jane Carpenter, PC830 Barbara Parsons,  PCSO 
5561 Jayne Grace and PCSO 3572 Helen Stringer, who will be keeping you 
updated on recent crimes and incidents in Bentham and the surrounding area. 
 

39 incidents were reported to the Police between 11th November and 10th December.  

 

Reports included - Highway disruption from a manhole cover, suspect vehicle and person, 
road traffic collision on B6480 with no injuries, safeguarding, social services and NSPCC, 
ambulance dealing with a concern for welfare, a false alarm on Station Road, sudden death, 
internet fraud and concern for a dog or dog attack. There were 7 incidents relating to young 
person’s homes and school which are being dealt with jointly by home and police. 
 

 12th, 19th, 21st and 22nd November – safeguarding issues 

12th November - Suspect incident in the Lakeber area, checked and all in order 

17th November - Suspect vehicle on Goodenber Road, area searched but no gain 

20th and 24th November – Road-related offence caused by manner of driving, suspected 
drink driver, area searched but no gain 

22nd November - Domestic incident 

27th November - Insecure vehicle in Grasmere Drive car park, all in order 

30th November - Suspect circumstances with torches on land near Mewith Lane, area 
searched but no gain 

2nd December - Highways disruption with vehicle blocking pavement, police dealing with 
the matter 

4th December - Civil dispute 

5th December - Single vehicle collision between Low Bentham and Wennington, no injuries 

7th December - Suspect person and van between High and Low Bentham 

10th December - House burglary in Low Bentham 
 

Don’t let a burglar spoil the start to your New Year 
1. When you’re out, use a timer to turn lights and radios on and off to make it look as if you’re 
home 
2. Hide all keys, including car keys, out of sight and away from the letterbox (remember a 
device could be used to hook keys through the letterbox) 
3. Remove presents from view of ground floor windows and hide all high value gifts, cash 
and valuables  
4. Install good outside lighting and make sure the bulbs in your security lights work 
5. Consider installing some CCTV for your home and put a sign up for intruders to see 
6. Always lock windows and doors every time you leave the house, even if you’re just going 
out for a short time 
7. Don’t post details on social media if you’re going to be away during the festive period 
8. If you’re going away ask a trusted neighbour to open and close your curtains each day 
9. Get your gifts properly marked and registered with our free Dot Peen property 
marking kit 
10. Look out for your neighbours and report anything suspicious in your area. 
 Contact Information: 
1 Ring 999 in an emergency or to report a crime in progress 
2 Ring 101 to report incidents or provide information 
3 Ring Crime Stoppers on 0800-555-111 to remain anonymous 
4 E-mail SNACraven@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 

mailto:SNACraven@northyorkshire.pnnpolice.uk
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Bowland Knotts up on the Keasden to Gisburn forest road and the field next to the railway 

and Wenning at the bottom of Greystonegill.  Photos by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging. 
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Panto Workshops on Saturdays at Looking Well, 
Bentham 
By Heather Knowles 

Panto Workshops for our production of ‘Cinderella’ will start on Saturday January 
11th, 1 – 3pm, then every Saturday until the final one on Saturday 8th February.  
 

All are very welcome: any age, but children must be accompanied by an adult. 
 

Please come along and try out your artistic skills, even if you didn’t think you had any! 
 

Let’s make this one of the most SHINY, GLITZY, SPARKLY, TWINKLY, 
EXHILARATINGLY AMAZINGLY SPECTACULAR ..... PANTOMIMES ….. EVER! 

 

Fancy A Flyer? 
 

Send your flyer hand delivered to  
Bentham residents in the BN for  

impact advertising.  We also      
deliver to central points in              

outlying villages and towns. 
 

A5 or folded A4 flyer inserts              
£150 commercial and £75 charity 

 

Email 
ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk 



24  

 

Events in January 
 

Town Hall Codes: BR Ballroom, LH Lower 

Hall, WR Wenningdale Room 

Others: PP Pioneer Projects, LW Looking 

Well 
 

Wednesday 1st Methodist Church  

 10.-11.30 am. Coffee morning. Donations 

to local charities. And every Wednesday. 

Thursday 2nd Town Hall  7pm Finance 

Committee Meeting BR 

 7- 10pm WI LH  

 Step Classes! 
 7.15-8.15pm at the i centre Ingleton 
 Thursdays £4.50 a session. If you want to 
 book a step and have some fun to music, 
 ring Sally on 07977-633083. 

Friday 3rd Friday Lunch Club Closed 

 Victoria Inst. 10am-12noon Post Office 

Services. And every Fri. 

Saturday 4th PP, LW, 11am-1pm, Sculpture 

& artwork session for 14 to 25 year olds.  

 And 11th, 18th. 

 Footpath Silverdale via Hawes Water    

 7.5 or 5 Miles 9.30am Lairgill Alan 

Parker 015242 61443 

Sunday 5th Methodist Church 6.30pm.   

 St Mary's Eve. An evening of Christmas 

music, songs and readings. 

Monday 6th PP, LW, Making Art.  For those 

with Memory Loss and their carers  

 10.15am-12.15pm. Tel 62672 for details.  

And 13th, 20th & 27th. 

 10.15 to 12.15, Monthly Carers Group. Tel 

62672 for details. 

 PP, Health Walks for Women, Meet 

9.20am at Lairgill Car Park.  

 And 13th, 20th, 27th. 

 Town Hall 1-4pm Indoor Bowls BR.  

 And every Monday  

 7.30pm Council Meeting  

 LH  

 Victoria Inst. 10am-12noon Office Open. 

And every Mon. 

 12:00-2:15pm Community Link Cafe. And 

every Mon except bank holidays. 

 2-4pm Pipers Painters £5 per session. 

 4-6pm Helen Howard School of Dance. 

And every Mon term time only. 

 6:15pm-7:45pm Tai Chi. 

Tuesday 7th The Coach House 8.30pm every 

Tuesday.  Bingo 

 PP, LW, 10.30 to 1.30. LW Tuesday Café 

and craft activities.  Community  Lunch 

at 1pm with Soup. And 14th, 21st, 28th  

  11.30 to 1pm, Creative Writing Group in 

the library. And 14th, 21st, 28th.  

 Town Hall 9-11.45 am Dance LH  

 10am-12pm Craft Club WR  

 6.30-9pm Slimming World LH.  

 And every Tuesday 

 Victoria Inst. 10am-12 noon Office Open. 

And every Tues. 

 10am-12noon Table Top Games, all 

welcome £1 inc tea and biscuits. 

 3.45pm-9pm Helen Howard School of 

Dance. And every Tues. 

Wednesday 8th PP, LW, 11am-12.30pm,  

 Sing Along. Tel 62672 for details.  

 And 15th, 22nd, 29th.      

 2-4pm, Art for All Art group. And 15th, 

22nd, 29th.  

 7.30-9pm Singing for all, Tel David 

Burbidge 01539 621166 for further details.  

And 15th, 22nd, 29th 

 Town Hall 10am-12midday Stepping 

Stones BR  

 7-8pm Clubbercise BR  

 And every Wednesday 

 Victoria Inst. 10am-12noon Post Office 

Services. And every Wed. 

 11.30am- 2.15pm Community Link Cafe. 

And every Wed. 

 4-8pm Helen Howard School of Dance. 

And every Wed. 

Thursday 9th Bentham Community Library, 

9-11am, Play & Stay, And 16th, 23rd, 

30th.  
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 PP, LW, 1-4pm Community Art Shed. 

And 16th, 23rd, 30th 

 Victoria Inst. 10am-12noon Bat `N`Chat. 

And every Thur. 

Friday 10th Friday Lunch Club  

 Exercise with Sally 

 PP, LW, 10am-12.30pm, Creative session 

for improved wellbeing. Tel 62672 for 

details. And 17th, 24th & 31st 

 Footpath  Warton Crag, 5 Miles 

9.30am Lairgill Bryn & Sandra 

Craggs 07779 001046 

 Methodist Hall 6.30pm.  Chapel Party. 

Everyone welcome. 

 Town Hall Film Group "A Star Is Born" 

BR 8pm See page 18 

Saturday 11th Town Hall Coffee Morning - 

Hospice 10am-12noon BR 

 PP, LW, 1 to 3pm, Panto making 

workshops. And 18th, 25th. 

  

Sunday 12th 

 

 DEADLINE DAY FOR  

FEBRUARY BENTHAM NEWS 
 

Monday 13th Methodist Church  

 10-11.30am. Toddle In for all children 

aged 1 - 4 and parents/carers. And 20th 

and 27th. 

Tuesday 14th Bentham Community Library 

Book Group 2pm  

 Town Hall Precept Meeting LH 7.30pm  

 Bentham Methodist Church Bright Hour 

2.15pm Speaker: Dorothy Aldren 

Thursday 16th Low Bentham and District WI 

 Methodist Church 2-4pm.  Knit and 

Natter.  Knitting group for all ages.  Help 

available. And 30th. 

Friday 17th Friday Lunch Club Age UK 

Saturday 18th Methodist Church  

 7.30pm. Saturday night live with Chris 

Fawcett and friends from Sedbergh. 

Town Hall Coffee Morning - NISCU  

 10am-12noon. BR  

Sunday 19th Footpath School Knott 5.5 miles 

9.30am Lairgill Alison Kinder & Colin 

Stroud 07854789311 

Tuesday 21st At Looking Well  

 6.45pm for shared meal or 7.30pm to hear 

the talk (see page 35) The Ripple Effect – 

Refugee Support Group – find out where 

our donations go. 

Friday 24th Friday Lunch Club Our 

Favourite Poems.  Dorothy Stubbs. 

Saturday 25th Town Hall Coffee Morning - 

Bentham Theatre Group BR 10am-12noon  

Tuesday 28th Footpath Ingleton to 

Bentham  4 miles 12.55pm  School Hill 

Bus Stop Sue Badley 015242 62502  

Friday 31st January 2020 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION DAY  

FEBRUARY BENTHAM NEWS  
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The Spine Race 
(Britain’s Most 
Brutal Race) 
By Adrian Leigh 

On Sunday 12th January at 8am I will 
be on the start line of Britain’s most 
brutal running race called ‘The Spine 
Race’.  

Starting in Edale, Derbyshire it 
follows the 268-mile Pennine Way up 
to Kirk Yetholm in Scotland as a non-
stop race in winter conditions. I have 
done some long races in the past, such 
as the Lakeland 100 and running 100 
miles in 22.5 hours at Endure 24, but at 
63 years old I have no idea if I can 
finish this brutal race. A lot will 
depend on weather. Over the last few 
weeks I have been out in all weathers 
running recces of the route and I have 
covered the whole course. A lot of the 
race will be in the dark in remote 
moorlands. 

For 3 years I have been raising money 
for the Brain Tumour Charity. My sister 
finally passed away 12 months ago, and I 
am making this my final challenge in her 
memory, also remembering other friends 
from Bentham who had brain tumours, 
including fellow runner Mike Wynne. I do 
have a money giving page directly linked 
to the Brain Tumour Charity at https://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Adrianleigh 
and would really appreciate it if you could 
take time to donate any amount, it all 
counts. This charity really needs all the 
support it can get. 

I can be tracked during the race at the 
following website https://thespinerace.com 
and if anyone wants to cheer me on, then 
Horton-in-Ribblesdale and Hawes are the 
nearest points. I am not allowed any 
outside help though as part of the race 
rules! 

I hope to be in the Hoggs and Heifers on 
Sunday 19th January celebrating with a 
beer! 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Adrianleigh
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Adrianleigh
https://thespinerace.com
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COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 
MOB 07765 882579 

LOGS LOGS LOGS 
Kiln Dried Firewood 

Seasoned Logs, Bags or Loads 
Cash and Carry  
Pick up Point 

 

Bentham Road, Ingleton 
 

Call David on:  015242 41521 
Mobile: 07713055404 
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Walks in January 

By Kate Rowe 

2020, a new year of walks, some 
familiar, some not, some easy, 
some less so, some in sunshine 
and some in rain. But whichever 
they are, there will always be 
pleasant company, with views 
and nature to enjoy. Why not 
join us this year? 

Our first walk of 2020 is a 
choice of either 5 or 7.5 miles on 
Saturday 4th. This walk will go 
the opposite way to last time, 
giving those who opt for the 
shorter walk a chance to see the 
other part of the walk. From 
Leighton Moss we head to Silverdale Station and cross the golf course. After Silverdale 
Green we head down to the cove, continue to Silverdale and Elmslack, and walk through 
Eaves Wood to Waterslack. After edging round Challan Hall allotments, we pass close to 
Hawes Water where the shorter route leaves to return to the cars. The longer walk 
continues to Brow Foot and back through Leighton Moss.  

On Friday 10th there may be a change from the programme. A 5-mile walk at Warton 
Crag which includes gentle undulations, a forest road, minor roads, tracks, and a slight 
climb to the Crag over limestone, but all on clear paths. Total height gain 250m in two parts. 
Starting from the Nature Reserve car park in the quarry at Warton, we walk towards 
Warton using the nature reserve path before turning up through the trees to start the ascent 
to the Beacon's Breast. The initial climb is about 100m over about a km. We then climb to 
the trig point on the Crag, by the beacon. This stretch is exposed limestone and may be 
slippery. Hopefully there will be good views! We continue across the scattered rocks and 
through the trees to pick up the forest road, turning left and following it back to join the 
minor road that forms part of the Lancashire Coastal Path for a short stretch. At the junction 
with the road to Silverdale, we take the track/path by Moss House Farm through scattered 
woodland to come out on the minor road above Warton which we follow before 
disappearing back into the Nature Reserve to pick up a path back to the car park. 

We start from Ings on Sunday 19th, where there is a fair amount of parking by the pub 
near the main road and at the start of the minor road opposite this parking area. This 5.5 
circular walk provides a variety of scenery near Windermere, with views of the lake itself 
from the top of the hill. Starting from the gated road opposite the parking area, after about a 
mile on minor roads, we take an enclosed bridle way. We progress on to a greenway and up 
a track to Crag House farm, then on to Hag End Farm and on green paths round to a tarn 
and up to the top of School Knott. The route down is through a glade of birch trees and 
eventually up a driveway to Whasdike Farm. The bridleway from the farm leads back to 
the road we started on, which leads us back to our cars. This is quite an easy, simple walk, 
hopefully suitable for winter. 

The bus to Ingleton leaves from the stop on School Hill at 13.02, or board at any other 
convenient stop for this short (around 4 miles) afternoon walk on Tuesday 28th. The return 
walk from Ingleton will be via footpaths to Brook House, then across the golf course back to 
Bentham. Don't forget your bus passes. Apart from this walk, all walks leave Lairgill at 
9.30am and the first February walk is 5 miles at Austwick on Wednesday 5th. 
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F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 
01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

 

 

 

Settle Chimney  
Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  
Sweeping Service. 

Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls, Carbon  
Monoxide Detectors Supplied & Fitted. 
National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683  
Mob. 07815 285321  

Bentham Taxis 
 

Ian Whitaker 
Eight Seater 

 

 

Tel: 015242 62462 
Mob: 07768 571407 

 

 
“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 

 

LEARN TO DRIVE WITH 
SALLY MOORE 

Grade A instructor with  
12 years experience. 

Patient , friendly and encouraging. 
Motorway lessons available. 
Help with Theory training . 

07960381491  
sallywheels@hotmail.co.uk 

 MARK WATSON 
HOME & GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 
 

 
Gardening 

and landscaping services,  
mowing, strimming. Hedge cutting, fencing, 

paving, turfing and power washing.  
Loft insulating and pointing. 

 

07759680938   07759680943 
015242 62038 
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I think we have a 
Carnival! 
By Mike Redfern  

Houston! I think we have a Carnival (Beep). 

The article in the November Bentham 
News about the possible end (or at least 
pause) in the annual Carnival has had some 
success. We have, as I write, the beginnings 
of a new committee who are keen to get 
things moving; in fact, so keen they’ve 
already had a fundraiser in the Hoggs and 
Heifers and begun to talk with Bentham CP 
School about the Carnival’s theme. 

Leading them is Isabella Lishman, 
manager at the Hoggs and Heifers. She’ll be 
attending the AGM in January so that we 
can hand over the magic carnival stick to 
her and her colleagues. 

But, Houston (Beep), it’s still rocky out 
there approaching the asteroid belt and in 
space no-one can hear you scream. The 
Carnival still needs committee members – 
people like Isabella and Ryan – who want 
to make it happen. As ever, two sorts of 
people are needed – those who can plan, 
and arrange, and influence; and those who 
can spare a bit of time on Carnival day to 
help out with stalls, processions etc. 

So, while you are thinking about it, 
here’s a couple of dates for the diary. 
Firstly, there’s a soul disco in the 
Hoggs (9.30pm start) on 4th January. Any 
donations go to the Carnival. And 
secondly, the Carnival AGM will be held in 
Looking Well, King Street on 13th January 
at 6.30pm. Please come along and volunteer 
to be on the committee.  

Over and out (Beep). 

 

Your Advert In Colour 
 

 From just £23, why not make your 
advert  

 

stand out? 

Email ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk  
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Fishing Memories of 
Morecambe Bay 

By Mary Taylor 

Mike Winstanley, Chairman of the 
Ewecross Historical Society, welcomed 
members and guest speaker, Michelle 
Cooper, to the meeting held in Bentham 
Methodist Church on Monday 25th 
November. 

Michelle, from the Morecambe Bay 
Partnership, gave an Oral History 
Presentation of Fishing Stories from 
Morecambe Bay, ‘Catching Tales’. She 
showed slides of fishermen in oil skins and 
sou’westers, Clydesdale horses pulling 
carts, fishing boats and nets drying on poles 
as she played some of the hundreds of 
hours from the archives. These included 
men racing with their horse and cart to the 
best fishing places for shrimp and cockles 
four hours after high tide. Shrimps were 
caught with a 14-foot-wide trawl net pulled 
by the horse; they were boiled at sea in 
seawater or on land in fresh water, firstly 
with a coal fire, later using a gas cylinder. 
Riddles of different sizes were used to sort 
the shrimps, and women and girls then 
picked the shrimp from the shells. Tractors 
replaced horses in later years. One of the 
men had barely escaped with his life near 
Ulverston when the tide came in; he had 
lost his net and catch, his tractor and most 
of his clothes as he struggled ashore. One 
woman told of how she was never afraid at 
sea as she always knew where she was; 
none of the fisher people could swim. Her 
father knitted nets in the winter, and, with 
occasional mending, these lasted four or 
five years. With different seasons for 
fishing in the bay, some of the fisher people 
had other work and now there are only two 
full time commercial fishermen in the bay 
when there used to be around 30. Apart 
from rivalry, the fishermen were great 
comrades who would help each other, they 
had great respect for the sea, and it was a 
wonderful world. 

In January Gill Hey will speak on 
The Neolithic in the North West. 
 

STOP PRESS! 

Shakey Bridge Footpath has 
been confirmed as a Right of 
Way!  
By Pam Woof  

The public footpath near Shakey Bridge 
known as No. 05.5/105, has now been 
confirmed as a Right of Way!   

The Order was made to modify the Right 
of Way Map back in 2010 but there was an 
objection by a landowner. NYCC 
challenged this and a lengthy inquiry and 
consultation period followed. Local users of 
the footpath will be pleased to know that 
on 16th December 2019, Inspector Susan 
Doran, BA Hons MIPROW, appointed by 
the Secretary of State for Environment, 
Food and Agriculture, made a confirmation 
of the Order.  
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The Ripple Effect 
By Annie Neligan 

People in Bentham and around have been 
generous by steadily donating warm and 
waterproof clothes to help those fleeing war 
and persecution. Where do these clothes 
go? How do they get there? How welcome 
are they? 

You have a chance to find out all this and 
more because Carole Roberts, from The 
Ripple Effect in Morecambe, is coming to 
talk to us at Looking Well in Bentham. She 
is one of three women who set up the               
charity in response to the crisis of people 
fleeing the war in Syria in 2014. This is the 
same crisis that led to our setting up the 
Refugee Support Group in and around          
Bentham. Since then they have been                    
collecting, sorting and transporting                
donated goods to camps in Greece and 
have been fund-raising for transport costs 
and have been visiting the camps to find 
out what aid is most useful. 

Do come along to Looking Well on 
Tuesday 21st January and listen to their 
story. Come at 6.45pm if you would like to 
bring and share some food or arrive at 
7.30pm to listen to Carole. 

 You can still leave donations of warm 
clothes at a box in the lobby of Looking 
Well. Apparently leggings are particularly 
welcome at the moment for women                    
arriving in the camps to wear under their 
abaya (tunic or long dress). 
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Twelfth Night 
A poem by Ruth Burns of High Bentham 
 

Preparing for Christmas can be quite a chore, 

Baking, freezing – you know the score. 

Putting up streamers to give the house colour, 

Making it festive for Christmas and New Year. 
 

The United Service is surely the proof 

That we can all worship under one roof,  

The brave Carol Singers bringing joy and cheer 

The feeling of Christmas is surely here. 
 

The turkey’s been eaten in twelve different ways 

“Smaller next time” Gran always says. 

Then balloons are deflated, the pines on the 

floor, 

Even cards won’t stand any more. 
 

So it’s down with the tinsel and  

Off with the light, 

For we’re always familiar  

With the Signs of Twelfth Night. 
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All joinery work  

Undertaken 
 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 

Police Working with the 
Co-op 

By Carolyne Lobb (Co-op member pioneer: 
carolyne.lobb@coopmembers.co.uk and 
07971-727765) 
The Co-op in Bentham is now working with 
North Yorkshire Police to help keep our 
community safe. They will be making visits 
throughout the year (possibly once a month) 
spending a couple of hours in our local store. 
This photo shows their first visit to the Co-
op: they came with plenty of flyers and 
leaflets covering everything from anti-social 
behaviour to how to keep your garden             
secure. There were also many other really 
informative leaflets about keeping our 
streets and our community safe. On this 
particular day, the greatest concerns from 
the public appeared to be speeding and           
anti-social behaviour. We look forward 
to their next visit! 

mailto:carolyne.lobb@coopmembers.co.uk
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 Bentham CP School 
By Mrs C Pearson, Headteacher 
 

Firstly, on behalf of all the children, staff 
and Governors at Bentham Community 
Primary School, I would like to say a                
Happy New Year to readers of the                  
Bentham News. Hopefully, everyone will 
have had a lovely Christmas and enjoyed 
celebrating the festive season with friends 
and family. 

Our annual Christmas Fair, on Friday 
6th December was a great success.  It was 
lovely to see so many parents, families and 
members of the community supporting the 
school’s fundraising efforts. This year, with 
the support of our wonderful Friends of 
Bentham School, we managed to raise over 
£800. Similarly, it was lovely to see so 
many senior citizens from the community 
visit our school on the 16th December and 
watch our younger children perform their 
Nativity.  

Following a grant application, Bentham 
Community Primary School have been 
successfully awarded £2,500 of funding 
from Autism Aware UK. This huge amount 
of money has been added to our ‘music’ 
project.  During December 2019, an order 
was placed for an outdoor stage and large-
scale outdoor musical instruments all of 
which will be enjoyed by all children of all 
ages. Thank you to the School Council for 
being so actively involved in deciding 
which items to purchase. 

Our Christmas Lunch, Jumper and Elf 
Run on Friday 13th December 2019 was, 
not only a great success, an enormous 
amount of festive fun but also a fabulous 
fund-raiser for both ‘Save the Children’ 
and St John’s Hospice. Thank you to any 
members of the public who kindly made a 
donation to our Year 6 Elves, who could be 
seen scuttling around Bentham on the 
morning of the 13th  rattling their collection 
buckets! Thank you also to our wonderful 
School Cook, Mrs Leak, and Assistant 
Cook, Miss Price for cooking so many               
delicious Christmas Dinners that everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed. 

In the New Year we will be bringing the 
Pantomime to our School! Oh yes WE will!  
On Tuesday 7th January 2020, the ‘West 
End in Schools’ Theatre Production                 
Company will be performing ‘Dick 
Whittington’ LIVE in the comfortable and 
familiar surroundings of our School Hall!  
Thank you to the Friends of Bentham 
School for partly funding this lovely             
opportunity for children.  We look forward 
to welcoming children from Clapham            
Primary School who will be joining us for 
this performance. 

As we start the Spring Term, we have 
lots of exciting and educational activities 
planned for children, including sporting 
activities, after school opportunities, visits 
and residentials! Children in Class 4 will 
start their weekly Swimming Lessons at 
Settle Pool.  Children in Year 6 will contin-
ue working towards their John Muir 
Award.  Children in years 4 and 5 will be 
counting down to their adventurous out-
door activity break at Bewerley Park, 
whilst children in year 6 will also be                
looking forward to visiting the Houses of 
Parliament during March.  Also in March, 
children from Classes 4 and 5 will be                
visiting the Manjushri Kadampa                     
Meditation Centre, supporting their                    
learning and understanding of worldwide 
religion and the diverse culture within the 
United Kingdom.  Younger children will be 
visited at school by Buddhist nuns. 

On Saturday 29th February, the Friends 
of Bentham School will be holding a                
fundraising Coffee Morning at Bentham 
Town Hall, please do go along and support 
their efforts whilst at the same time raising 
all important funds for your local                        
Community Primary School. 

Finally, welcome to all those children 
who joined our school Nursery during            
January 2020. It is always a privilege to 
welcome children to our school as they 
start their educational journey. We have 
also welcomed a number of other children 
to various year groups throughout school 
and hope that they settle into Bentham 
School life quickly. 
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Could you help in a Community Emergency? 
By Christine Downey (Town Clerk) 

Bentham Town Council is working to complete a Community Emergency Plan which 
will identify procedures to be adopted in the event of a major incident in Bentham. 

What is needed in any emergency situation is knowledge of the locality and local           
people. Emergency plans work best when they make use of existing organisations and 
local knowledge. With this in mind, the Council would be interested to hear from those 
willing to volunteer their specialist knowledge or practical skills and time during an 
emergency. In particular the Council would like to hear from: 

 A)  Volunteers who would be prepared to assist in such an event; and 

 B)  Individual/farmers/organisations that have equipment/expertise/manpower to 

offer in an emergency. (The use of tractors, diggers, pumps, cherry pickers etc could be 

invaluable); and         

 C)  Vulnerable individuals who would like to be contacted in an emergency              

situation and asked if they require assistance; and  

 D)  Local residents who would be able to knock on half a dozen doors up and 

down their own street, in the event of an emergency, to check on close neighbours who 

might not have local friends and family to call on for help.  

Expertise is as important as equipment; and expertise in caring is as important as tech-
nical expertise – for example tea makers are as necessary as those with medical expertise. 

It is extremely important that volunteers understand that during an incident they 
should:  

 not endanger themselves or others, 

 assess the risk prior to any activity they undertake, 

 ensure their contact details are kept up to date, 

 be prepared to act quickly. 

 

It would be helpful if you could give a brief description of the role or special skills or 
equipment that you would be able to provide in an emergency e.g. volunteer/use of               
digger/first aider/use of tractor with driver. If you are interested in being involved, please 
contact me at the Council Office on 62587 or send in your details to                                            
townclerk@benthamtowncouncil.co.uk.  
 

Donate a Bench? 
By Christine Downey (Town Clerk) 

There are 43 benches in and around High and Low Bentham. The annual review of their 
condition has revealed that 14 of them have come to the end of their life as they are now 
beyond economical repair and they need to be replaced.  

The Town Council would like to hear from any local residents, organisations, groups 
or others with connections to the town and/or its people, who would like to donate a new 
bench for the continued enjoyment of the surrounding countryside and views. The cost 
will be £665 for a new bench and base, and there is an extra cost of £87 for those who 
wish to include a plaque with a dedication. If you are interested in donating a bench 
please contact me at townclerk@benthamtowncouncil.co.uk or on 62587. 

 

mailto:townclerk@benthamtowncouncil.co.uk
mailto:townclerk@benthamtowncouncil.co.uk
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Friday Lunch Club (Age Concern) 
in November 
By Olive Calverley 
In November, Jack Warbrick brought his old wind-up 
gramophone and records to our first lunch. He played us Henry 
Hall with ‘Teddy Bears’ Picnic’, ‘We’ll gather lilacs in the Spring 
again’, ‘In the Mood’ with the Andrews Sisters, Flanagan and Allen’s ‘Underneath the 
Arches’, and themes from the Radio News and the Third Man. Then there was ‘Buttons 
and Bows’, ‘High Society’, Doris Day and ‘Deadwood Stage’, Richard Tauber’s 1908 ‘La 
Donna E Mobile’, and to top it all, Edward VIII’s Abdication Speech on an unmarked 
record. Thanks to Jack for reviving so many memories, happy and sad. 
The next week Sally’s exercises moved our limbs and nudged our memories with old 
songs, and the week after Carol Sinclair talked to us about Art and Design. She worked 
for a company that created designs to be printed on wallpaper, and fabrics for Marks & 
Spencer. They reached out to Paris, Hongkong, China and Russia with exhibitions, and 
shows of designer clothes: 1,000,000 different designs and 1,019 colours. The Firm 
received the Queen’s Award for export, an amazing achievement. 

The following week we made our own Christmas cards and gift tags, and on the last 
session of the month Sue Halsall presented a nature quiz with slides of flowers, birds, 
insects and mammals. This was very colourful and interesting and made us think. 

This month we have received some generous donations: £491 from our coffee 
morning, £1,409 from the sale of the Town Council’s Bentham Calendar, £500 from 
Lunesdale Rotary’s jazz concert and £3,203 from our Co-op. So, with this support we can 
carry on with our cheerful, friendly gatherings with good food and welcoming smiles. 
Come and see you for yourselves on Fridays 10am-2pm. Ring Sue on 61757 or another 
Sue on 62083 to find out more. 
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Tree-planting 
By BEST (Bentham 
Environmentally Sustainable 
Town) 

It was a joy to read in the December 
Bentham News of all the inventive ways 
that Cedar House School are finding to 
reduce the use of plastic in ‘Going ‘Eco’ for 
Christmas – and maybe for ever!                     
An inspiration. 

In early December, members of BEST 
met another effort to cut the use of plastic 
locally. We were on a tree planting day 
with the Settle climate action group in the 
hills above Stainforth (see photo of John 
Smithson hard and happily at work), organised 
through the Yorkshire Dales Millennium 
Trust (YDMT).  

It was just as satisfying to release the 
long-planted trees from the plastic guards 
used to stop hares and rabbits eating the 
young trees before they have a chance to 

get going. We could almost hear the young 
trees sigh with relief at having their corsets 
removed. 

The YDMT and other woodland 
organisations are concerned about the use 
of plastic in these guards and are looking 
urgently to source plastic-free alternatives - 
partly because plastics are made from the 
fossil carbons that we so badly need to keep 
in the ground; and partly because the 
guards, left to degrade, leach micro-plastics 
into the soil. There has been a lot of 
publicity about the damage these cause to 
wildlife in rivers and the ocean. Now there 
is more and more evidence of the damage 
they cause locally, right down to the 
reduction of size, numbers and activity of 
earthworms in affected soils. There is hope 
of positive changes before long - one major 
producer of the guards is already 
experimenting with alternatives. 

 

How can we all join in this effort 
to clean up the earth?  
 

How about we start the year with tackling 
plastic packaging? We can choose to buy 
our fruit and vegetables loose and ask for 
paper bags rather than the flimsy single-use 
plastic bags. We can choose not to buy eggs 
in plastic cartons. We can be appreciative 
when we discover the chip shop is using 
cardboard rather than plastic boxes. And 
when we do have to resort to buying plastic
-packed products, we can leave surplus 
packaging in the shop to show how 
unnecessary it is. Good luck! 
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The Yorkshire Misfit 2  

By Carolyne Lobb  
‘The Yorkshire Misfit 2 – The Dales will never be the same 
again!’, my second funny book of short stories set in the York-
shire Dales, has just been published. I like to describe it as James 
Herriot meets Bridget Jones – it’s a short read and not at all ex-
pensive. Hope you all like it!  Available on Amazon now as an e-
book or paperback. Here’s an extract from the book…..  

 

“Personally, I think happiness is highly over-rated and I              
actually prefer the misery that life throws at you. It's more              
familiar to us in Yorkshire. We don't need happiness, just a strong cup 
of Builders’ Tea and a slap on the back and we're good to go”. 
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Winner of      
Cumbria’s  
Rising Sports Star  
Award 2019 

By Cherry Holgate (07759-019232) 

Esmée has been recognised for her                                
sporting achievements and              
potential by being awarded                
Cumbria’s 40th Rising Sports Star 
Award Winner. 

Among Cumbria’s highest 
sports achievers, Esmée was 
thrilled to win this award, for 
which previous winners have            
included the inspirational Ben 
Stokes, England’s cricket                   
hero. This is a huge achievement 
for someone so young, and Esmée 
was incredibly proud to be                 
surrounded by some of Cumbria’s 
sporting stars and previous              
winners at the award ceremony.  

We would like to thank the           
following for their financial                  
support this year: The Bentham 
News, Jimmy Macdonald,                  
Bentham SBC, Lonsdale and Peter 
Phillips. This has enabled Esmée to train and travel and has given her the                        
opportunity to fight and win medals for England which has meant the world to her.              
If anyone would like to sponsor Esmée for 2020 then please contact me on 07759-019232.  
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What to look for in January 
By Sue Halsall 

I often see a heron down by the river, no matter what 
time of year and that is because they are resident here all 
year round. It’s an easily recognised, tall, grey-backed 
bird, with long legs, a long, white neck and bright yellow 
bill. It stands stock still in the river waiting for a fish to 
swim within reach and it will suddenly move to catch it. 
They will also eat frogs, small mammals and ducklings 
and may even eat fish out of a pond. They don’t sing or 
make an attractive noise – it’s a loud, harsh “kraack” 
sound. They start breeding next month and will build 
untidy nests in the top of trees in groups called heronries, 
laying 3-4 eggs. Back in the 1400s, roasted heron was a 
delicacy, but I’d rather watch one fishing in the Wenning. 

Some ferns are visible all year round too, and this             
photo taken of a wall by Miller’s Ford, shows 3 hardy 
ferns growing together. People often overlook them              
because they don’t flower and are not showy, but they 
are everywhere! The one at the bottom is called 
‘Maidenhair Spleenwort’ which is quite distinctive and 
will have grown there from a tiny spore landing in a 
crack in a wall. It can be found growing all round the 
world. The one above it is ‘Hart’s Tongue’ fern, so called 
because it looks like the tongue of a deer, and although 
they look quite different, they are related. They like 
damp, shady places and can be found in the gaps of lime-
stone pavements and a new frond (leaf) is a bright green 
and unrolls at the tip. Both of these ferns are planted in 
gardens by gardeners. The third fern, at the top, has only 
one frond and is much harder to identify as there are 
many species that look very similar. I think it is a ‘Male’ 
fern and they eventually grow into quite large plants 
with their fronds arranged like the feathers in a shuttle-
cock. I have found many tiny ones just starting to grow 
around my garden, and they don’t mind sun or shade, 
but I don’t think this one will get so big. On a wall on the 
other side of the lane, I found a ‘Common Polypody’ fern 
and this also grows on the trunks of larger trees in 
woods. It has leathery, ladder-like fronds that can                 
withstand dry conditions in summer. It used to be used 
in herbal medicine as a laxative and for getting rid of 
intestinal worms – don’t try this at home! 

In the night sky, there will be a full moon on 10th              
January and the Quadrantid meteor shower occurs in 
early January, peaking on the 3rd and 4th. So, let’s hope 
the skies are clear so we can look for shooting stars, and I 
am also looking forward to more daylight as we go 
through January.  Fern photos by Sue Halsall. 
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Find us on Facebook the bentham news find us on the web www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 

 

Bentham News is published by a voluntary editorial committee consisting of Shirley Brown, 
Bob Clark, Christine Conroy, Kathleen Kelly, Ros Lloyd, Howard Matthew, Anne Preston, Jane 
Proctor, Richard Wallace, Pam Woof, and Denise Henshaw - co-ordinator, who can be                   
contacted on 07770-801591 c/o Emma’s Hair and Beauty, 29 Main Street, Bentham LA2 7HQ. 
Emma Greenep works alongside Denise administering the advertising side of the paper and 
can be reached on ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk. Every effort is made to ensure that                     
information contained in the paper is correct; however, Bentham News is an open access              
paper and views and opinions expressed and adverts included are not necessarily endorsed by 
the editorial committee. The committee reserves the right to edit contributions. We are willing 
to withhold names on request, but names, addresses and telephone numbers must accompany  
all  items  for publication. Email to:- info@thebenthamnews.co.uk or hand in to Emma’s Hair 
and Beauty in the Main Street or use our website www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 

Copy deadline is 12th January for the February edition. Please note we cannot                      
guarantee the inclusion of any articles after this date. We aim to acknowledge all emails,             
if you do not receive a reply to an email, contact us again, as it may not have been received. 

 

We welcome Carol Sinclair, who lives in Bentham,  

to the pages of Bentham News with this timely  

illustration, the first of many we hope! 


