
     

 

 

By Peter Phillips  

A new decade, and whilst most people are looking forward, I decided to look back, 

to the year 1986. November of that year was the beginning of something new in             

Bentham – its own community paper, the Bentham News. 

February 2020 brings us the 400th edition of an idea that began small but has since 

become an essential part of Bentham’s story. Bentham News has been brought to you 

for over 33 years, never missing a month. 

The first edition had just 12 black and white pages, all hand-typed, printed on a 

duplicator, stapled by hand and distributed door-to-door by Bentham’s Cubs and 

Scouts. Now there are usually 48 pages, mostly in full colour. There was a                     

competition to give the paper a name, but ‘Bentham News’ proved to be the best, 

and so it has remained. 

What was in it? News about various groups in the town: Women’s Institutes,            

Footpath, Ewecross Historical, Springfield Bowling Club and playgroups. There was 

a Wordsearch on the back page, the diary was, and still is, in the centre pages.                

Bob Brooks, Black Bull landlord, wrote a cookery page and there were some letters.  

 

 

 

 

HAPPY 

400th 
TO US! 

50P / FREE 
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The only editorial article was about parking. I quote: “Several times recently on Market 

Days and Saturdays the town has been jammed solid.” So, nothing changes! There was 

mention of the 1,000 or so people who had attended the recent annual pantomime, 

’Rumplestiltskin’ 

BN is still a free publication for local people with 2,100 copies printed every 

month, now distributed by 40+ volunteers through Bentham’s letterboxes, and post 

offices in Clapham, Ingleton, Burton and Wray, caravan parks and other outlets. 

Donations and advertisements cover the costs, and outside Bentham there’s a 

charge of 50p per copy, and copies are also posted out to 56 subscribers. It’s also 

possible to read BN online through a really professional website 

(www.thebenthamnews.co.uk). 

BN has come a long way since the first edition This would not have been possible 

without the dedication and hard work of those who have formed the committee 

over the years, and the support of the local community. What does the future hold? 

We’ll only know that as future editions, with input from all sections of the Bentham 

community, are put together, and dropped through your letter box. 

I say VIVA THE BENTHAM NEWS! 
Just to illustrate how far we have 

moved on, here’s the front page of the 

first Bentham News (left) and the 200th 

(below). We are really proud and 

pleased with what we’ve achieved. 

Thanks to all our contributors,                   

deliverers and readers – we hope we 

can continue to serve our community 

for many years to come. 

http://www.thebenthamnews.co.uk
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Farmstead : All Our Yesterdays 
By Ian McCart 

It seems that LP vinyl records are making a                               
comeback!  Perhaps that has encouraged some (older?) 
readers to rummage through their record collections of 
years gone by!  The LP shown here has recently been 
‘rediscovered’ after gathering dust in a wardrobe for 
many years, just over 40 years in fact! 

Will any of your readers recall ‘Farmstead’, a Bentham 
based folk group from the mid/late 1970’s?  Their LP              
record ‘The Sheep and the Hay’ was recorded and issued 
in 1977 with most of the songs on the LP having a local flavour or connection with ‘The 
Three Peaks’ and ‘Sleeping Lion’ (Ingleborough), ‘The Line o’er the Fell’ (Settle – Carlisle               
railway) and ‘The Sheep and the Hay’ (the villages of Craven) being particularly                   
poignant and relevant to the Bentham area. 

The group of six included Vere Foster, Robert Dugdale, Lucy Rawlinson, Russell             
Jackson, Kevin Downham and Bill Noble.  They performed their ‘gigs’ (is that the correct 
term!) in the Bentham locality....perhaps some readers may recall seeing them                   
perform....and, one wonders, are any members of the group still living in or around              
Bentham? 
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People of Bentham – Stephen Bentley 
 

Stephen lives in Bentham with his partner Lynda and their two children, 15-year-old 
daughter Bronti and 13-year-old son William. He worked as an Arts lecturer at Cumbria 
University and a Stone Sculptor, but most people know him as a gentlemen’s barber in 
Main Street. 
 

How long have you lived in Bentham and what brought you here? 

I came here in the summer of 2002 because a neighbour across the road in Manchester 
where I was living told me he had found a farm to rent in a place called Bentham where 
we could graze our horses, so I came and helped him move and build a stable for them.           
At the time I was in the process of selling my house, so when my friend telephoned to say 
he was moving and was I interested in renting the farm I made a decision to move up 
here. At the time I had a few commissions in Mersey Forest left to do, and also a job at 
Saint Peter’s Church in Kendal where I was replacing some of the gargoyle finials, so I 
thought “This is good timing!” and I rented the farm and soon after that met my partner, 
Lynda, and that is how I ended up in Bentham. 

Tell us something about yourself that people wouldn't normally know. 

I've been building custom motorcycles for customers for the past five years. As it happens 
the majority of them are international clients, so there's not much social interaction with 
people. Going back to barbering is a way I can have some social interaction with the 
community. 

If you could travel anywhere, where would you like to go? 

I would love to go to Japan. I’ve been reading a lot about it lately in a book by Haruki 
Murakami, a Japanese writer who writes from a western perspective. Japan is an island 
like us, he writes about back streets and terraces just like ours, but historically Japan has 
gone in a different direction. I don't know if going to Japan is at all a practical proposition, 
but it's the one destination I would love to visit. I'm not bothered about going to Tokyo, 
just the countryside. 

What does the perfect day look like to you? 

That would have to encompass everything for me: hardship, toil, laughter and 
spontaneity. I have a friend who sometimes turns up out of the blue; he works on board a 
ship and arrives in an old 1930s Austin and we'll go for a ride out for a pint somewhere.            
I love that type of thing. Also working hard during the day so when you get home you 
feel tired and aching, but your mind is free. 

If you could witness any event of the past, present or future what would it be? 

When I was studying for a BA, I had some friends who were doing an MA. They told me 
the story about one of their lecturers who had a place in the Pennines, and he was building 
a plane in his barn. One day he didn't turn up for work and he’d flown the plane over to 
France! But no one had witnessed it so I would've liked to have witnessed it to know if it 
was true or not. 

Are there any world events that you remember particularly from when you were growing 
up? 

The most poignant one for me would be the Iranian Embassy siege by the SAS in 1984.             
It was played out live on television as it was happening, and I remember sitting with a 
neighbour watching it, we were glued to the TV. I was just a teenager at the time. 

Is there anyone who has had the most influence on your life? 

When I first started studying there was a lecturer called Robert Williams. He was a huge 
personality, and the greatest thing about him was that he trivialised education to a point 
but also put it in perspective. He told us we were here to learn and to question everything. 
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He stood on a table in front of the whole class and said, “Do not believe a word I say, 
question everything.” He was an anthropologist, very knowledgeable and an incredible 
motivator. 

If you had an unlimited budget what investment would you make in Bentham? 

I am still a great believer in people so I would invest into the community to create real 
things, places where people can come together and enjoy especially youth-based projects. 
A place where young people can get involved in sports and the arts so we can keep 
community life thriving. 

What is the worst job you've ever done? 

I think it's a frame of mind, sometimes going through personal problems you can find a 
job more difficult. On the whole I don't think I've had a job I haven't enjoyed doing. 

What is your most treasured possession? 

I'm not materialistic but I have some things that mean a lot to me, like my guitar which 
gives me a sense of release and escapism when I sit and play. But the most treasured 
things are family and memories, as you get older these are the simple things that you start 
to really appreciate. I don't drink much but having a whiskey and a good conversation at 
the end of the night is very treasured. 

What did you want to be when you were growing up? 

Lots of different things. I am from the generation when girls had Barbie Dolls and boys 
had Action Man. I’ve always had a connection between the Action Man I was playing with 
and wanting to be a soldier. Finding the real things in the Sunday flea markets that I could 
buy, like webbing or an old pair of army trousers for a few quid. I was very much into 
‘tinker, tailor, soldier, sailor, spy’ - I would have loved to be any one of those. 

Is there a book, film or live event that you’ve particularly enjoyed recently? 

I’ve already mentioned books by Haruki Murakami, and I also enjoy the TV series ‘Peaky 
Blinders’, a British crime drama set in Birmingham which presents a fictional story 
following the exploits of an urban street gang in the aftermath of World War I. 

Photo by Jon Brook of Bentham Imaging 
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As the Co-op Member Pioneer for Bentham, I would 
like to bring your attention to three matters outlined 
on this page of Bentham News. I would be interested 
to hear from anyone about any of these ideas. 
By Carolyne Lobb  

Co-op and the Environment  
We are currently looking at creating some form of environmental group, which could 
involve interests from dog fouling on our streets (noting the camera work in Bentham), to 
climate issues (noting the Bentham supports Climate Strikers edition). It could also                
involve the volunteers who helped clear pathways and verges in a previous edition of the 
Bentham News. Also other interested individuals and groups, such as those concerned 
about our bee population and those interested in creating communal gardens, vegetable 
plots, carbon neutral tree planting etc.  

I am floating the idea that this could be the Bentham Environmental Group (BEG). 
Any interested folk please email on carolyne.lobb@coopmembers.co.uk or mobile                  
07971-720121, or 07971-727765. 
 

Want to garden but have no garden? 
The Co-op is wondering how many of you out there have an interest in developing some 
form of community gardens or allotments to perhaps grow herbs, vegetables or even a 
sensory space to help with, for instance, stress or depression? Clearly, we have to find a 
space that could be used but at the moment this is simply to ascertain interest from the 
Bentham community. Please feel free to contact me if you would be supportive of such a 
venture, details above. 
 

Community Policing and the Co-op 
North Yorkshire Police will be visiting the Co-op again in the new year for further                  
community engagement, so do come and meet them. They will bring with them an                 
abundance of leaflets and flyers covering all aspects of their work helping to keep our 
community safe. So, if you have any concerns or just want to say hello, please do drop by. 
Dates will be announced soon on Facebook or alternatively you can email me for details 
of their next visit. 

New Co-op 
The Co-op in High Bentham will close at 4pm on Thursday 6th February and launch 
your brand-new shiny shop at 7am on Friday 28th February. 

mailto:carolyne.lobb@coopmembers.co.uk
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Farmstead Salon Opens  
Its Doors 

By Shirley Brown 

I recently met up with Louise Coates in her new business             
venture – she and husband Ian have converted their garage at 
47 Goodenber Road into a delightful hairdressing and                   
barbering salon. She has called it ‘Farmstead – The Refinery’ 
keeping the ‘Farmstead’ theme from her granddad’s house in 
Main Street, and then her shop on Station Road. The shop 
closed in 2017 with Louise continuing to sell bags, scarves,             
jewellery and other accessories online (Facebook 
@farmsteadboutique) to her loyal customers, many of whom 
come from Riverside  Caravan Park and would regularly call in 
at her shop on their way into Bentham. On average she posts 
out 8 or 9 parcels a day and is full of praise for our                  
wonderful post office in Flowerfields without whom her small 
business would suffer. 

As well as the online business, Louise decided to retrain, so did 2 years full-time at 
Lancaster & Morecambe College, then Kendal College learning advanced hairdressing 
and barbering techniques, attaining NVQ level 3, which enables her to do, for example, 
colour correction. She also trained with a lady barber at a barbering academy in                       
Newcastle learning gentlemen’s grooming which includes ‘skin fade’ (I had to look this up, 
try googling it, it’s fascinating!). She can also do Russian eyelash extensions, which, she 
tells me, are really popular. 

So, in June 2019 she opened her salon and finds that it works in well with family life, 
as she can be nearby for 15-year-old Korben and 13-year-old Esmae. The salon is quiet 
and peaceful, and Louise has found that this appeals to a wide range of clients, including 
children, or those who might have disabilities or mental health issues. There is no               
queueing, appointments, which could be in the evening, can be made at short notice. This 
is another excellent addition to facilities on offer in our town; well done Louise. 

 

Photo of Louise , above, wearing a barber’s apron 

made from an old Chesterfield sofa found in a gin 

distillery in Edinburgh –  

a present from her mum, Jill Noble 
 
 
Left,  
 

photo of 
Farmstead 
– The 
Refinery 
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Three Peaks for Palestine   
By Annie Neligan 

We are continuing to support Palestinians in their 
ever more threatened situation. In November,               
visitors to our ‘Day for Palestine’ in Settle heard 
from a young woman fresh back from helping with 
the olive harvest in a village in the West Bank. She 
told us of the settler attacks while they were there 
which had resulted in acres of valuable olive               
orchards being burned to the ground. 

Our next event is a Palestine Film Night. 
We are showing ‘In Between’, a film about 
three Palestinian young women living in 
Tel Aviv, each fighting a very different 
struggle for independence. It explores both 
their personal relationships and how they 
are  impacted by the oppressive political 
and social world in which they live. 

We’ll be watching ‘In Between’ at                
Looking Well, King Street, High Bentham 
at 7.30pm on Thursday 20th February.  

Do come and join us. 
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From Loch Lomond to Low 
Bentham 
By Howard Matthew 

If you’ve passed the Punch Bowl in Low 
Bentham lately you will have noticed lots of 
activity as the new landlord, Dougie                 
Traynor, his wife, Shanti, and son have 
moved in. Dougie is a former soldier and 
builder so running a pub is a new venture, 
but he has a wide experience of catering. 
The family ran a bunk house, B & B and             
holiday chalets in Loch Lomond, which is 
on the West Island Way in Scotland. “The 
area was popular with visitors throughout 
Europe, including Russia” says Dougie, 
“but business has been declining lately.”  
Shanti persuaded him to take a trip down 
to Bentham, and the rest is history.   

The couple met when Shanti, who is from 
Malaysia, was studying law in Chelmsford. 
She is also a competent musician playing 
the violin and cello and has been a member 
of a symphony orchestra.  Part of her work 
there included recording and she has 
backed The Red-Hot Chilli Peppers and 
Elton John amongst others. 

Will they find Bentham too quiet?  “Not 
at all”, says Dougie.  “People have been 

very friendly and welcoming, and I would 
like to ensure that we employ local people. 
I can see the potential for a pub where you 
can drop in for an evening pint in pleasant 
surroundings. The musicians’ jam sessions 
are popular, and I’d like to keep them”. 
Shanti has plans to develop the restaurant 
(including some Malaysian dishes) and 
perhaps a tearoom, and also says: “I think 
the idea of a B & B is also worth                         
developing. After all it is called the ‘Punch 
Bowl Hotel’.”  

So, I asked Dougie what he thinks are 
the present challenges in his new                        
surroundings?  “Well”, says Dougie, 
“getting used to dealing with cask ale            
rather than keg, but I’m sure I can learn!”  
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January’s Town Council  
By Shirley Brown 
 

Present at the meeting of Bentham Town Council on Monday 6th January 2020 were Cllrs 
Wills, Hill, Faraday, Taylor, Stannard, Bridgeman, Burton, Marshall (chair) and Adams. 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Swales and Handford and Christine Downey was 
Town Clerk. County Cllr David Ireton and District Cllr Linda Brockbank were also                
present, as were 13 members of the public. The larger than usual turnout from the public 
was because of the item on the agenda ‘To discuss matters relating to Climate Emergency 
and agree a way forward’. The Council was encouraged by those present to take a lead in 
encouraging individuals and our community to change their behaviour in the interests of 
future generations. 
 

A member of the public raised the matter of the lack of Christmas illuminations in               
Bentham, making it appear rather dismal compared with other local towns over the            
festive season, and was assured by Cllr Marshall that next year things would be better. 
 

Two police constables were present: PCSO Jayne Grace and PC Andy McClurg. They 
reported that the Ingleton Police Station will remain and that there are the equivalent of 
1.5 police officers operating from there. They also said that the introduction of a Service 
Desk to take calls had removed 83% of calls from front line police officers, thus freeing up 
their time for more active duties. The more detailed police report is on page 22 of this BN. 
 

County Cllr Ireton announced a national spending boost for social care and special 
educational needs including additional funds for providing services in rural                          
communities. The demands for such services remain high and he cautioned that we            
continue to face financial challenges as the effects of austerity are still being felt. North 
Yorkshire’s Special Schools are to get a £2,000,000 investment, and the forest school in 
Knaresborough has received £1,100,000 to create an extension, which will accommodate 
25 new places and a range of specialist facilities including a speech and language therapy 
room. 
 

There were no comments about 2 planning applications: one for illuminated signs at the 
Co-op, and one for change of use of the Black Bicycle Shop from retail to residential. 
However, a further Town Council meeting would be needed on 20th January to consider 
other planning applications.  
 

Highways: there are ongoing discussions, but no specific action has been agreed to             
improve road safety on the B6480 near St John’s Church and Cedar House School.                
The situation here continues to cause great concern, even alarm. 
 

Cllr Marshall reminded us that anyone can report potholes or non-functioning street-
lights directly to North Yorkshire online – just go to https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/
report-online. (I know from personal experience that this is an effective way of getting repairs 
done. I reported an uneven, hazardous footpath where I tripped up and fell headlong, and within 
days it has been retarmacked!). 
 

The Town Hall Clock is proving unreliable and needs attention, and Bernie Wills                
together with Cllrs Wills and Adams are considering how best to effect repairs. It seems 
that internally there is a 12-inch diameter gap through which to gain access to the clock – 
any very slim or long-armed craftsmen are encouraged to please apply to the Clerk! 
 

There was much discussion about how to keep the youth club building in good repair, 
and whether this is going to be economically possible.  
 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/report-online
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/report-online
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Climate Emergency: The Town Council were asked to consider a proposal put forward 
by BEST (Bentham Environmentally Sustainable Town) about a number of ways in which 
they could address the climate emergency. This proposal covered both actions the Town 
Council could take about its own activities, and also ways in which they could offer             
support to the wider community about actions we could all be taking. Cllr Marshall 
wanted to use the expertise and knowledge from within the local community to guide the 
direction of actions to be taken in the climate emergency. He was reluctant for the Council 
to take a lead as he felt this was better coming from BEST. BEST very much wanted any 
initiatives to come from different groups working together to find a way forward, and the 
Council encouraged them to set up an Action Group to which the Town Council would 
send representatives. Discussions between some councillors and members of the public 
continued after the meeting closed. 
 

The next full Town Council meeting will be on Monday 3rd February at 7.30pm, and 
members of the public are invited to attend. 
 

Planning 
By Howard Matthew 

An additional meeting of Bentham Town Council was held on Monday 20th January 2020 
to consider new planning applications and receive the result of decisions made by Craven 
District Council. 
  

 New Planning Applications 

210.1.1 2019/21248/HH Replacement timber window frames, doors and conservatory 

with UPVC. Replacement garage door. At 56 Robin Lane, High Bentham, LA2 7AG. 

210.1.2 2019/21262/HH Part garage conversion and first storey extension at Withens, 

Low Bentham Road, High Bentham, LA2 7BN. 

210.1.3 2019/21267/VAR Application for variation of condition no’s 1 (Approved Plans), 

10 (Tree Protection Measures), 11 (Soft Landscaping) on previous consent referenced 

2019/20534/VAR granted 25 June 2019. At Former High Bentham CP School, Main 

Street, High Bentham, Lancaster. 

(Council members expressed concern that trees were being removed under this  

agreement but were not being replaced by mature trees.) 

210.1.4 2019/21288/FUL Removal of timber fencing and replacement with Beech 

hedgerow and dry-stone wall to southern end of eastern site boundary, (Revision 

following refusal of previous application 2019/21070/LBC) at Scaleber Farm, Back Lane, 

Low Bentham, LA2 8NZ. 
 

There were no objections to any of the new planning applications. 
 

Planning Decisions made by Craven District Council 

210.2.1 Granted: - 2019/21164/FUL Replacement windows and doors at 7-13, 15-21, 

23-29 Banks Way, High Bentham, LA2 7JH. 

210.2.2 Refused: - 2019/2170/OUT Outline application with all matters reserved for 

development of two detached dwellings in land to rear of Greenfoot. At Jubilee 

Cross, Greenfoot Lane, Low Bentham, LA2 7EQ 
 

Item on the agenda at the next Planning Committee on 21st January 2020. 2019/21006/HH 

Retrospective application for retention of rear porch including amendment to roof at 2 

Ashfield Cottages, Main Street, High Bentham, Lancaster, LA2 7HZ 

 
 



12  

 

  

 

Bentham News Advertising Rates: 
 

One eighth page £18 local—£25 non local One eighth page colour £23 local—£30 non local 
One quarter page £35 local—£48 non local One quarter page colour £46 local—£56 non local 
One half page £80 local—£105 non local One half page colour £105 local—£125 non local 
Flyers  £150 commercial   Flyers £75 charity 
Pages 2 & 3 Spotlight Double Page Spread—advertising feature—£150          
People Thanks etc. 10p per word  For sale/let/commercial 20p per word   
 

10% discount on 3 or more ads booked in advance 
Send to ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk (or call 07770 801591) 

 

LEARN TO DRIVE WITH 
SALLY MOORE 

Grade A instructor with  
12 years experience. 

Patient , friendly and encouraging. 
Motorway lessons available. 
Help with Theory training . 

07960381491  
sallywheels@hotmail.co.uk 
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Your Garden in 
February 
By Joyce Knapp 
The month of February can 
bring mixed blessings for us 
gardeners as we may have to tolerate a 
wide variety of weather conditions, some of 
which are definitely not conducive to 
working the land. We can, however, divert 
our attention to other matters so as to use 
our time constructively. The first of the 
tasks to undertake may be 
to tidy out a garden shed, 
removing any surplus 
items that have gathered 
there throughout the year, 
then cleaning and 
sharpening secateurs, 
shears, etc. before 
returning them to their 
storage place in readiness 
for the busy months ahead. Spades and 
forks can have the rust removed from their 
blades and tines, then they can be rubbed 
down with an oily rag (linseed works well) 
to keep them in good order for next season. 
This can also be applied to the wooden 
handles as it prevents the wood from 
drying out and will therefore extend the life 
of garden tools. Whilst in the shed it would 
also be wise to run an eye over any 
remaining stored fruit and vegetables, 
removing any damaged ones before their 
rot spreads to the rest.  

On a day when the ground is frozen, we 
can make good use of a fine day by having 
a bonfire, and we will not only get warm 
from standing by it, but will also be 
warmed by the 
physical activity 
involved in 
moving the heap 
before setting 
fire to it, so as to 
avoid cremating 
any wildlife that 
sought refuge 
beneath the 
stack. 

If we encounter a           
few wet days, we              
can use the time indoors          
to make a list                          
of seeds we wish              
to sow in the                    
coming season including 
flowers, vegetables and 
herbs. The decision on flowers may be 
between annuals – grown to produce an 
instant array of colour, and perennials - 
grown as a longterm project, as they die off 
each winter only to return the following 
spring. Our decision on vegetable seeds 
will be guided firstly by what our family 
prefers to eat and then by what it is possible 
to grow successfully in our area. We can 
also take into account which vegetables will 
store successfully either in a frost free shed 
e.g. onions or, alternatively, can be 
blanched and frozen e.g. broccoli and 
brussels sprouts. The herbs we grow will be 
entirely down to personal preference, 
though we need to be aware that although 
most will happily grow outside, some such 
as basil will need to be under glass to 
survive.  

Illustrations by George Sinclair 

Nature 
Notes 
By David Fisher 

There is a pair of 
buzzards near the 
Quaker Meeting House 
in Low Bentham. Jays, 
a member of the crow family, have been 
seen in the woods in Wennington. Fishing 
in the River Wenning is in a bad state 
nowadays as the number of fish seems to be 
in decline. The cause of this is unknown. 

Overall, moth trapping in 2019 was 
excellent and recording new finds for the 
area was a bonus. 

Ivy is a problem, strangling the trees in 
its path. How come there is no control over 
this invasive plant? However, it does help 
support certain species, for instance, wasps 
and swallowtail moths, which like it.   
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Low Bentham and 
District WI 
By Kathryn Brownsord 

Our Xmas lunch at Ireby Green 
Farm was very enjoyable and 
everyone left with a present to go 
under our Christmas Tree. 

Our first meeting of the year in January 
was our A.G.M. in which the President 
Christine Jennings thanked all members for 
making 2019 such an enjoyable year with a 
varied programme and 
outings, this was                     
followed by a Jacobs join 
supper provided by the                         
committee. 

The meeting for                   
February is “Fitness with 
Adrian” and as usual will 
be held in the Bentham 
Community School on the 
third Thursday of the 
month at 7 pm. 

A new year is just 
starting so why not decide to come and join 
us you will be very welcome. 

 
High Bentham WI  
By Mary Brougham 

Last month we had a very good meeting 
with 19 of our members present to listen to 
an extremely interesting talk on                           
architecture given by Valerie Hinde,                
chartered architect, designer and also twin 
sister to our president, Jan Stuiver. Valerie 
has designed many absolutely beautiful 
buildings in London and the south of                 
England. She obviously loves working with 
wood and her timber-framed houses are 
incredibly stylish and striking to look at. 
She showed us many photographs of the 
buildings she has designed and worked on, 
including million-pound houses with                 
extravagant swimming pools and tennis 
courts, down to barns which are certainly 

nothing like the barns you see              
on the farms around here.                 
They are more like medieval                       
manor houses with open                       
beams and 
fascinating 
timber                 
features.                 

One of her houses has 
even got an old tree 
incorporated into the 
wooden staircase and 
very gorgeous it looks 
too. 

2020, another year 
to celebrate, and I hope it’s a successful and 
healthy one for all our readers. I wish you 
well for the coming year and will write 
again next month  
 

Tatham Fells 
By Mary Taylor 

John Parkinson, organist at Wray and             
Tatham, and Colin Burford told the                   
wonderful story, Organ Transplant, to           
Tatham Fells Women’s Institute members 
on Tuesday evening, 14th January, in the 
Old School.  Helped by Edward                         
Huddleston, they showed slides of the           
fascinating and inspiring journey of the 
Gray and Davison Pipe Organ from Holy 
Trinity Church, Wray, to a monastery in 
Spain, near Valencia.  John said that when 
they advertised the organ on a specialised 
web site they received replies from all over 
the world.  They chose Spain, and although 
John thought the                    
instrument unplayable, 
he had to play it for the 
Spanish    representative, 
who transmitted it to his 
Abbot, who gave the go 
ahead.  Slides showed 
the dismantling and 
loading of the organ into 
a van to be driven to its 
new home.  Colin then 
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took up the story as he showed slides of 
majestic mountains and magnificent                
cathedrals in Spain.  He and his wife met 
the Abbot and the seven monks, as they 
viewed the newly restored organ                     
resplendent in the impressive Monastery.  
The presentation concluded with recently 
recorded music from the organ.  Louise 
Kitchen thanked the speakers, who judged 
the competition for a Musical Instrument. 
Winners were Louise, Andrea Ball and 
Carole Thurnham.  

President Linda Kirkby welcomed the 
speakers and their wives, members, a new 
member and visitors to the meeting, and 
told of forthcoming events.   

Ruth Holden, Ruth Garstang and Kath 
Dickinson ran a sales table and the evening 
concluded with refreshments provided by 
Louise Kitchen and Lucy Lee. 

Law Matters is the subject of the                    
February meeting, with Jane Proctor and 
Shirley Pollard. 

 

Bentham News is published by a voluntary editorial committee consisting of Shirley Brown, 
Bob Clark, Christine Conroy, Kathleen Kelly, Ros Lloyd, Howard Matthew, Anne Preston, Jane 
Proctor, Richard Wallace, Pam Woof, and Denise Henshaw - co-ordinator, who can be                   
contacted on 07770-801591 c/o Emma’s Hair and Beauty, 29 Main Street, Bentham LA2 7HQ. 
Emma Greenep works alongside Denise administering the advertising side of the paper and 
can be reached on ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk. Every effort is made to ensure that                     
information contained in the paper is correct; however, Bentham News is an open access              
paper and views and opinions expressed and adverts included are not necessarily endorsed by 
the editorial committee. The committee reserves the right to edit contributions. We are willing 
to withhold names on request, but names, addresses and telephone numbers must accompany  
all  items  for publication. Email to:- info@thebenthamnews.co.uk or hand in to Emma’s Hair 
and Beauty in the Main Street or use our website www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 

Copy deadline is 12th February for the March edition. Please note we cannot                      
guarantee the inclusion of any articles after this date. We aim to acknowledge all emails,             
if you do not receive a reply to an email, contact us again, as it may not have been received. 

 
 

Don’t forget the BN deadline 
date is 12th February for  

the March edition 

 

Have you seen our website?… 
www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 

Bentham News now has 48  

pages of  colour in which we can 

print colour photographs by  

local people of local events.  

So don’t forget to send them in 
and let us know what your club, 

team, or group is doing!  



16  

 

 



  17  

 

Award Winning Film ‘Green Book’ 
showing in Bentham 
 

By Stella Hall  

 
 

On Friday 14th February, Bentham Film Group will be showing 
the 2018 Academy award-winning film, 'Green Book' (Cert 12A) 
at Bentham Town Hall. 

This comedy-drama portrays the heart-warming true story of Tony Lip 
(played by Viggo Mortensen), a working-class Italian American bouncer, and 
Dr Don Shirley (played by Mahershala Ali). Dr. Shirley is a highly educated 
world-class African American pianist who is about to embark on a concert tour 
in the American Deep South in 1962. In need of a driver and protection he 
recruits tough-talking Tony Lip. Despite their differences, the two men soon 
develop an unexpected bond while confronting racism and danger in an era of 
segregation. 

As usual, the film starts at 8pm with tickets costing £5 on the door. There will 
be an interval with a raffle and refreshments.  
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Marlene  
22nd February 

1934 – 16th 

December 

2019 

Kay, Diane and all the 
family would like to 
thank Sue, Ali and all 
their friends for their 
support and kindness 
on the sad loss of their 
mum, Marlene, who 
has died aged 85. 

Special thanks also 
to Dr Howlett and the 
staff at Bentham Health 
Centre, District Nurses and the Macmillan Night Care Team. Also, thanks to Jimmy 
Macdonald and Tara for their efficient, caring funeral arrangements, Andy, Carol and 
Nicc from the Black Bull for their attention to detail and the support they gave us at this 
sad time, and Flowerfields for the beautiful 
flowers. 

Diane would like to thank her clients for 
their kindness and understanding, and to 
let them know that she has been missing 
them. Kay also appreciates the care and 
thoughtfulness of her friends and 
colleagues, the staff at Bentham Co-op. 
They have all helped Marlene’s family 
cope with their bereavement at this sad 
and difficult time.  

  

 

Your Advert In Colour 
 

  
From just £23, why not make 

your advert  
 

stand out? 
 

Email 
ads@thebenthamnews.co.uk  
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Letters Page 
 

Dear Bentham News 

There has been some discussion of the new 
‘Craven’ signs that appeared last year. At 
the time, I thought them pointless. I’ve now 
modified my opinion to detrimental! 

In recent months there have been at least 
two incidents of Lancashire County Council 
employees/sub-contractors operating in 
Bentham and believing they are in 
Lancashire. 

The first was when a car (not mine!) 
parked with one wheel on a yellow line and 
received a (justifiable if pedantic) parking 
ticket issued by Lancashire. This was 
cancelled when it was pointed out to LCC 
that Bentham is in North Yorkshire and 
their employee was out of their designated 
area. 

The second was during January when 
signs appeared in Main Street to inform us 
that the road was to be closed for a 
weekend to enable resurfacing. The signs 
were marked as property of LCC and were 
erected by personnel using an LCC vehicle. 
Investigation revealed that NYCC had 
given no permission for the road to be 
closed and eventually LCC admitted that 

the planned resurfacing 
work in Hornby (over the 
weekend indicated on the 
signs) had no signs erected. 

Driving past a sign that looks like an 
advertisement for Craven gives no 
indication that someone is crossing a 
county border. 

Under any circumstance I’d still see the 
Craven signs as pointless, but don’t we 
need the North Yorkshire signs for clarity? 
Perhaps our CDC Councillors might 
address this? 
Disappointed of Bentham 

(name and address supplied) 

 

Good morning Bentham News 
 

The editorial 
team might be 
interested in 
the photograph 
below which 
provides an 
interesting 
comparison 
with the picture on page 7 of the November 
2019 issue of 'Bentham News' (and above). 

The photograph is from the book 'The 
Pennine Dales' by Arthur Raistrick,  
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People’s Page 
Thanks 
 

An Annual fun golf competition in memory 
of absent friends, was recently run at 
Bentham Golf Club to raise funds in aid of 
Prostate Cancer. 

Thanks to the following for their 
support with raffle prizes - Country 
Meats, Spar, Black Bull, Co-op and 
Barbers shop. Plus members donations.  
We would also like to thank the families 
who lent us paddling pools. 

Thanks to all who participated where 

£360 was raised on the day.  Collection 
boxes and badges are still available at 
The Club, Black Bull and Country Meats. 
Neil Taylor & Gary Carter 
 

We would like to express heartfelt 
thanks to all our friends and family who 
have supported us with their love and 
prayers, cards and gifts over the past 
few traumatic weeks. After the 
amputation of his right foot and lower 
leg, Frank is making remarkable progress 
and his ‘stump’ is healing well. He may 
have a new limb by midsummer. Robert 
has done a wonderful job of converting 
the downstairs of our home into a 
wheelchair-friendly zone. Alison, Fern and 
Michelle continue to give indispensable 
support. God is good! Thank you all again, 
with our love. 
P.S. My ‘Brave Shave’ eventually raised 
£1,945! 
Frank and Kay Piper 
 

Notices 
PLEASE HELP 

Would the gentleman from Low 
Bentham who so kindly stopped to help 
at the road accident on the Wennington 
to Low Bentham Road on Sunday 29th 
December please contact 015242 21991 
as you may be able to provide me with 

some very helpful information.  

Many thanks.  

 

 

 

Stepping Stones Baby & Toddler Group 
Our Christmas Party on Wednesday 18th 
December was enjoyed by everyone who 
came and all the children received a present 
from Father Christmas and enjoyed  some 
delicious party food. 

Best wishes to the children that left us to 
go on to start  nursery in January and we 
look forward to welcoming all children and 
families who would like to join us in the 
New Year. 

Our friendly group meets every 
Wednesday morning during term time at 

published in 1968 and one might assume, 
therefore, that the picture will most               
probably date from the mid/late 1960s.            
In an ever rapidly changing world, it is 
refreshing to see that some things hardly 
change (the auction 'ring' looks identical!) 
although the clothes and fashions have 
changed and wearing a flat cap is                   
obviously no longer obligatory!  
   In the most recent photograph, sheep are 
being auctioned but the 1960s picture 
shows cattle. Presumably, cattle are still 
auctioned at Bentham, but no doubt sheep 
will be predominant.  
Kind regards,  
Ian McCart 
7 Church Close 
Tollerton YO611QS 
(01347-838869) 
 

The following notice is paid content,           
submitted by Paul Andrew. 

Benthamers for Brexit wish to thank all 
those who have worked indefatigably               
during the past twenty-five years for the 
United Kingdom to leave the European              
Union, particularly Nigel and Boris, the 
Referendum Party, UKIP, the Brexit Party, 
Vote Leave, Leave.EU, the Conservative 
Party’s European Research Group, and the 
Johnson-led ‘Get Brexit Done’                                
Conservtive Party. On a local level, thanks 
to those Benthamers who manned street 
stalls, canvassed and leafleted, and to all 
those who voted for Brexit.  
Thank you! 

New Co-op 
The Co-op in High Bentham will close at 
4pm on Thursday 6th February and 
launch your brand-new shiny shop at 
7am on Friday 28th February. 
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Bentham Town Hall where we have crafts, 
activities,  healthy snacks and singing  
Everyone is welcome. Happy New Year. 
Ruth Green 
For further details contact -015242 62574  or             
E-mail - greeny964@btinternet.com or look us 
up on Facebook 
 

HOLIDAY COTTAGE CLEANERS 
REQUIRED in Bentham Area – Saturday 
Mornings depending on bookings. Own 
Transport. Please call 07971 630503. 
 

SPRINGFIELD BOWLING CLUB AGM 

will be held this year on Thursday 27th  

February at 7pm in the pavilion.  

All members and those hoping to join 

are welcome.  



22  

 

 
Police News 
Your Safer Neighbourhood Team covering the Bentham, Ingleton and Settle area 
are PS1006 Paul Evans, PC 274 Andy McClurg, PC 188 Jane Carpenter, PC830 
Barbara Parsons, PCSO 5561 Jayne Grace and PCSO 3572 Helen Stringer, who will 
be keeping you updated on recent crimes and incidents in Bentham and the surrounding area. 

  

40 incidents were reported to the Police between 10th December 2019 and 8th January 2020. 

  

Reports included - Highway disruption with an HGV struck on Banks Rise, broken down 
vehicle on Dumb Toms Lane, potholes and sheep on B6480, concern for welfare being dealt 
with in partnership with other agencies, 2 incidents relating to young person’s homes and 
school being dealt with jointly by home and police, a fake note passed and checking on a 
suspicious incident. 

 

10th and 16th December – violent crime with dog on dog attack and dog bite 

12th December - ongoing investigation of a violent crime 

13th December – joint partnership working with concern for safety issue 

15th December - youths throwing snowballs on Main Street 

16th December – Internet crime 

17th December – theft  

18th and 21st December – antisocial behaviour by youths at Millers Court and Grasmere Close  

19th December - suspect van on Industrial Estate  

23rd December - speeding vehicle in Low Bentham 

25th December - criminal damage on Mewith Lane 

25th December - manner of driving: road-related offence 

26th December – fire fighters dealt with a concern for welfare  

30th December – antisocial behaviour parking issues on Goodenber Road 

31st December - domestic incident 

31st December – road traffic collision between car and sheep on B6480  

2nd January - speeding vehicles on industrial estate 

2nd January – road traffic collision on B6480 between 2 vehicles, no injuries 

6th and 8th January - concern for safety - working with other agencies 

7th January – enquiry from another force 

  
Crime Prevention: Phone Scam Alert 

There have been a high number of calls to the police reporting a phone scam from HMRC, 
where callers are threatened with police action for unpaid tax or claiming there are warrants 
out for their arrest. This is a scam. Please do not divulge any personal details over the phone 
and report the incident to Action Fraud – 0300-123-2040. 

 

Contact Information: 

1 Ring 999 in an emergency or to report a crime in progress 

2 Ring 101 to report incidents or provide information 

3 Ring Crime Stoppers on 0800-555-111 to remain anonymous 

4 E-mail SNACraven@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 

mailto:SNACraven@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk
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‘Voluntary Mobile Rural 
Watch’ is recruiting in this  
area. Interested? Please 
read on…… 
By Leigh Marshall 

In August last year North Yorkshire Police 
had a meeting with people from the                
communities of Bentham, Ingleton 
and Settle to see if there was any interest in 
forming a Voluntary Mobile Rural Watch. 
This was in response to the recent rise in 
rural crime which cost North Yorkshire 
more than £1.78 million last year making it 
the 4th worst affected county in the UK by 
cost. The pressure on the resources of the 
police is enormous. The Mobile Rural 
Watch act only as ‘eyes and ears’ for the 
police and report in on 101 or, if an                        
emergency, 999. We are not, nor will we 
ever be, a vigilante group acting                           
independently from the police. Our interest 
is in helping the police to protect the                    
community from crime and out-of-area 
criminals. We have no police powers; we do 
not get involved in vehicle chases nor can 
we arrest anyone. Our main role is to                 
observe and gather information which              
allows the police a better opportunity of 
catching criminal gangs who are invading 
the area and committing crime. Over the 
last 12 months the most common targets 
for thieves have been tools, ATV/Quads, 
machinery and fuel. We have had some 
success in recovery of property and arrest of 
offenders as a direct result of the                          
volunteers’ efforts in this area so we try to 
keep the identities of Watch Members                 
confidential as we recognise we are                   
disrupting organised criminal gangs and do 
not wish any member to be put at risk as a 
result of their activities.  

There are currently 29 volunteers in the 
Settle, Ingleton and Bentham area. There are 
17 other rural watch groups throughout 
North Yorkshire with well over 300                    
members. Our group, known as Settle               
Ingleton and Bentham Mobile Rural Watch, 
is the most recently formed group and we 
cover a large area that includes 13 parishes.  

Members have to work to a Code of             
Conduct and strict guidelines. They work in 
pairs and report to the police any suspicious 
activity of individuals or vehicles during 
the day and night. All volunteers patrol in 
their own vehicles during the hours of dark-
ness until the early hours of the morning. 
Police requirements to become active                
members are that you have a mobile phone, 
are prepared to use your own vehicle and 
that you must not carry any kind of              
weapon. There are 3 types of membership 
within the group: (1) Vetted, (2) Non-Vetted 
but Active and (3) Non-Vetted and Non-
Active. The latter are members who wish to 
remain at home but follow the activity of 
the other members, contributing towards 
patrols with knowledge about the area,              
vehicles and farms. The Non-Vetted but 
Active members go out on patrol with other 
members but are not allowed to use                     
police radios on police organised patrols. 
Police radios are used by vetted members.   

The Settle Ingleton and Bentham (SIB) 
are looking for more volunteers to join 
the group and help combat the organised 
criminals entering the county and stealing 
from our communities. The cost to                     
businesses and our local community is high, 
the cost to insurance companies is rising 
which affects us all. The emotional and 
stressful effects of these crimes are having a 
dramatic effect on the lives and livelihoods 
of people and businesses within our rural 
communities. 

Our group are looking to recruit new 
members into the group but are also                
seeking sponsorship to help equip the                
volunteers with waterproof kit bags, Hi-Viz 
jackets, high powered rechargeable torches, 
dash cams and waterproof Ordnance               
Survey maps of the area. We are developing 
a website www.uklocalwatch.co.uk/
settle that we hope will help with our work. 
Anyone wishing to join the group can                  
contact me for more details 
on leigh@uklocalwatch.co.uk. Donations by 
cheque can be sent to: The Treasurer, Settle 
Ingleton and Bentham Mobile Rural Watch, 
c/o Settle Police Station, Duke Street, Settle, 
BD24 9DU. 

http://www.uklocalwatch.co.uk/settle
http://www.uklocalwatch.co.uk/settle
mailto:leigh@uklocalwatch.co.uk
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Events in February 
Town Hall Codes: BR Ballroom, LH Lower 

Hall, WR Wenningdale Room 

Others: PP Pioneer Projects, LW Looking 

Well 

Saturday 1st PP, LW 11am-1pm, Panto 

prop-making workshops.  

 And 8th, 15th 

 Town Hall 10am-12pm  

 Coffee Morning - Friends of  

 Bentham Station BR  

Monday 3rd Victoria Inst. 9am-12noon 

Office Open. And every Mon. 

 12.00-2.15pm Community link Café. 

And every Mon except bank hols. 

 4-6pm Helen Howard School of 

Dance. And every Mon term time. 

 6.15pm-7.45pm Tai Chi. 

 Methodist Church 10-11.30am.  

 Toddle In for all children aged 1 - 4 

and parents/carers.  

 And 10th, 17th & 24th. 

 Town Hall 1-4pm Indoor Bowls BR 

And 10th, 17th and 24th.  

 7.30pm COUNCIL MEETING LH  

 PP, LW Making Art.  For those with 

Memory Loss and their carers 

10.15am-12.15pm.  Tel 62672 for 

details.  And 10th, 17th, 24th.  

 PP, LW, 10.15am-12.15pm, Monthly 

Carers Group. Tel 62672 for details. 

PP, Health Walks for Women, Meet 

9.20am at Lairgill Car Park. And 

10th, 17th, 24th 

Tuesday 4th Victoria Inst. 9am-12noon 

Office Open. And every Tues.  

 10am-12noon Table Top Games, all 

welcome £1 inc. tea and biscuits. 

3.45pm-9pm Helen Howard School 

Of Dance. And every Tues.     

 PP, LW, 10.30am-1.30pm. Café and 

craft activities.  Community  Lunch 

at 1pm with Soup. And 11th, 18th, & 

25th. 

 PP, LW, 11.30am-1pm, Creative 

Writing Group in the library.  

 And 11th, 18th & 25th. 

 Town Hall 9-11:45am Dance LH. 

And 11th & 25th.  

 10am-12noon Craft Club WR.  

 And 11th, 18th & 25th.  

 6.30-9 pm Slimming World LH. 

 And 11th, 18th & 25th.  

Wednesday 5th Victoria Inst. 10am-12noon 

Post Office Services. And every 

Wed. 

 4-8pm Helen Howard School of 

Dance. And every Wed. 

 Methodist Church 10-11.30 am. 

Coffee morning. Donations to local 

charities. And every Wednesday. 

    PP, LW, 11am-12.30pm, Sing Along. 

Tel 62672 for details. And 12th, 19th, 

26th. 

 PP, LW, 2-4pm, Art for All Art 

group. And 12th, 19th, 26th   

 PP, LW 7.30-9pm Singing for all, Tel 

David Burbidge 01539 621166 for 

further details.  And 12th, 19th, 26th   

 Footpath Austwick 5 miles 

9.30am Lairgill Kate Rowe 51402.  

See page 29. 

 Town Hall 10am-12noon, Stepping 

Stones BR. And 12th & 26th.  

 7 - 8 pm Clubbercise BR.  

 And 12th and 26th.  

Thursday 6th Victoria Inst. 10am-12noon 

Bat `N` Chat. And every Thurs. 

 Methodist Church 2-4 pm. Welcome 

In. Dominoes and tea for all ages, for 

transport contact Linda Ellershaw. 

61523. And 20th. 

 Bentham Community Library,  

 9-11am, Play & Stay. And 13th, 20th, 

27th. 

 PP, LW, 1-4pm Community Art 

Shed. And 13th, 20th & 27th. 

 Town Hall 7-10pm WI LH  
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Friday 7th Victoria Inst. 10am-12 noon  

 Post Office Services. And every Fri. 

 PP, LW, 10am-12.30pm, Creative 

session for improved wellbeing. Tel 

62672 for details.   

 And 14th, 21st & 28th. 

 Town Hall, 7.30pm, Bentham Show 

 Annual Quiz.  BR. 

 Further details from Val Lawson 

61606 or John Whitfield 07540181524  

  Masonic Lodge, 10am-2.30pm, 

 Friday Lunch Club, ‘The Last Asiatic 

  Lions’ - Peter & Cecile  Nock 

Saturday 8thVictoria Inst. 10am -12 noon 

Book Swap. And every 2nd Sat in 

the month. 

 Town Hall 10am-12pm  

 Coffee Morning - Low Bentham  

 Badminton Club BR  

Monday 10th 

 Town Hall 7.30pm, Building                   

 Committee LH. 

Tuesday 11th Bentham Community  

 Library 2pm Book Group  

 Footpath Hutton Roof 6 miles 

9.30am Lairgill Don Cartledge 64979 

 See page 29. 

 Methodist Church 2.15pm Bright 

Hour  Margaret Calvert 

Wednesday 12th   

 BN DEADLINE DAY 
 

Thursday 13th Methodist Church.  

 2-4pm.  Knit and Natter. Knitting 

group for all ages.  Help available. 

And 27th. 

Friday 14th Masonic Lodge, 10am- 2.30pm, 

 Friday Lunch Club, Exercise with 

 Sally 

 Town Hall, 8pm. Bentham Film 

Group 'Green Book' (Cert 12A). See 

page 17. 

Saturday 15th  Town Hall 10am-12midday  
 Coffee Morning - Community Link 

Cafe BR  

 10-11.30am Climate Action Meeting 

LH 

 Methodist Church. 7.30pm.  

 Saturday night live with the Orton 

Male Voice Choir. 

Wednesday 19th Town Hall 7pm 

 Pantomime  

Thursday 20th  Town Hall 7pm 

 Pantomime  

 Bentham Community School 7pm 

 Low Bentham WI 

 Looking Well, King Street. 7.30pm. 

Three Peaks for Palestine showing 

film ‘In Between’. See page 8   

Friday 21st Masonic Lodge, 10am- 2.30pm, 

Friday Lunch Club, ‘Strong and 

Steady’ - Jill Eccleston 

 Town Hall 7pm Pantomime  

Saturday 22nd 

 Town Hall 10am-12pm  

 Coffee Morning - LASRUG BR  

 Town Hall 6pm Pantomime  

Sunday 23rd Footpath Horton-in-Craven 7 

miles 9.30am Lairgill Robert 

Baines  41452. See page 29. 

Monday 24th Methodist Church 7.30 pm. 

Ewecross Historical Society, Sue 

Arnott: Researching Rights of 

Way.  Visitors welcome £3. 

Wednesday 26th Town Hall 12.30pm Hip 

Joint see page 39. 

Thursday 27th Footpath Kendal & Scout 

Scar 8.5 miles 9.30am Lairgill David 

& Sheila Longton  61838. See page 29. 

Friday 28th Masonic Lodge, 10am- 2.30pm, 

Friday Lunch Club, Sue and the IQ 

band 
 

 BN DISTRIBUTION 
 

Saturday 29th Town Hall 10am-12pm 

Coffee Morning - Friends of  

 Bentham School BR  
 



26  

 

 



  27  

 

Happy, Healthy New Year Wishes from LVCS 
Hornby Swimming Pool 

By Roger Carter 

2019 was a very busy year for the LVCS community pool, proving very popular with 
more than a dozen schools, along with specialist clubs, societies and voluntary 
organisations and a growing number of public swimmers taking full advantage of a 
range of activities from aquafit to lane swim and family fun days. It’s been a challenging 
time since re-opening and at the AGM chairman Bob McGachie resigned for personal 
reasons and Phil Mugford took over with immediate effect along with a new board of 
trustees to take the pool forward.  

The small family-friendly pool is doing very well but still affected by some inherited 
technical problems impacting on profitability. A new business plan is currently being 
drafted and the new management team is confident that 2020 will see improved viability 
to ensure a bright long-term future for this valuable community resource. The trustees 
would like to thank Lune Valley residents for all the initial support and encouragement.  

It’s your pool, so why not make it a new year resolution to come along and let us 
know what you think. We’d love to hear from you. Please call in anytime or check our 
website and Facebook as follows:  

www.lunevalleypool.com   

Facebook: lune valley swimming pool 

Email: poolmanager@lunevalleypool.com    

Telephone: (01524) 805666 

http://www.lunevalleypool.com
mailto:poolmanager@lunevalleypool.com
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COCHRANE  
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

 

EXTENSIONS TO  
BARN CONVERSIONS 
BUILDING, ROOFING 

& PLASTERING 
 

25 YRS EXPERIENCE 

TEL 015242 61405 
MOB 07765 882579 

LOGS LOGS LOGS 
Kiln Dried Firewood 

Seasoned Logs, Bags or Loads 
Cash and Carry  
Pick up Point 

 

Bentham Road, Ingleton 
 

Call David on:  015242 41521 
Mobile: 07713055404 
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Walks in February 

By Kate Rowe 

 January continued with a mild 
theme, and our early walks 
missed the rain, and most of the 
mud. But that cannot be said of 
the local 5 mile Heritage Trail 
which I did with a friend in January, and 
where the muddy fields on most of the 
walk made it tiring and unpleasant. 
Definitely to be avoided until the fields dry 
up. Will February bring us snow? 

 Please note the change of walk and 
leader on Sunday 23rd. All walks leave 
Lairgill at 9.30am 

Our first walk on Wednesday 5th,             
five miles from Austwick, is aimed at 
avoiding mud, as it is mostly on good 
tracks. Starting from the bridge at Austwick 
we follow Wood Lane then take the path to 
Feizor. We walk uphill past Oxenber Wood 
and go through Lower Bark House to reach 
the road where we turn left. Taking the next 
left we pass Jop Ridding to reach a track 
where a stile takes us over a field to another 
lane into Austwick. In the village we go left 
back to our cars. Apart from the uphill from 
Feizor, it is an easy, level walk. Lunch will 
not be needed, but bring a snack for 
"elevenses". 

We start from Hutton Roof church               
(St. Johns) on Tuesday 11th and walk by 
Hutton Roof Crags. After descending the 
lower slopes of Farleton Fell to the hamlet 
of Newbiggin, we cross a number of fields 
to return to the church. 6 miles. 

After parking on the roadside at Horton-
in-Craven on Sunday 23rd for a 7 mile 
walk, we take a footpath over Lickber Hill 
to the A59 which we cross and follow fields 
leading to Stock House, Croft Gate House 
and Turpit House. After another field, the 
A59 is crossed again and woods are passed, 
followed by a short stretch on a quiet road. 
A lane under Marton Scar is joined, New 
Laithe Barn is passed, and Barbers Hill is 
climbed before paths take us back to the 
cars. 

For the Kendal and Scout Scar 
walk of 8.5 miles on Thursday 
27th we will probably park on the 
former K Village car park. From 
there, the route follows the river 
down as far as Scroggs Wood 
then heads up onto Scouts Scar 
by way of Helsington Laithes and 

Barrows. After, weather permitting, 
enjoying the views over towards the Lake 
District, we continue to Cunswick Scar then 
Kendal Fell Quarry and Boundary Bank to 
cross the Golf Course on our way to the 
Serpentine Woods. Our next objective is 
Castle Howe, then through the town to the 
ruins of Kendal's other castle. From there it 
is a short walk through the cemetery back 
to the car park.   

 

Don’t forget the BN deadline 
date is 12th February for the  

March edition 
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F W Huddleston Ltd 
 

Plant & Machinery  
Hire, Drainage,             
Groundwork & 
Landscape Specialists 
Free Estimates   
 

www.fwhuddleston.co.uk 
01524 736205 / 07831 389 474 

 

 

Settle Chimney  
Sweep Services 
Providing a Clean &  
Professional Chimney  
Sweeping Service. 

Pots, Bird Guards, Cowls, Carbon  
Monoxide Detectors Supplied & Fitted. 
National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

(NACS) Qualified. 

Tel. 01729 823683  
Mob. 07815 285321  

Bentham Taxis 
 

Ian Whitaker 
Eight Seater 

 

 

Tel: 015242 62462 
Mob: 07768 571407 

 

 
“If in doubt give Mr Whits a shout” 

 MARK WATSON 
HOME & GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 
 

 
Gardening 

and landscaping services,  
mowing, strimming. Hedge cutting, fencing, 

paving, turfing and power washing.  
Loft insulating and pointing. 

 

07759680938   07759680943 
015242 62038 
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Mandy’s Pancake Day 
Blog 
Ooh Pancake Day, Tuesday 25th February! 
But we all love an excuse to have pancakes 
any day, and the way we make them has 
changed and become more adventurous. 
Some of us still love the traditional 
pancakes with lemon and sugar, and they 
are so easy too. But I have chosen some 
American-style pancakes with two different 
and delicious toppings/fillings. 
 

Chocolate-filled Pancakes with 
Caramelised Banana 

200g self-raising flour 

1½ tsp baking powder 

3 tbsp golden caster sugar 

3 large eggs 

25g melted butter, plus extra for cooking 

200ml milk 

drizzle of vegetable or sunflower oil 

200g chocolate hazelnut spread 

2 large bananas, peeled and thickly sliced 
on an angle 

maple syrup and 4 tbsp toasted, chopped 
hazelnuts, to serve 
 

Method: 

To make the pancake batter: mix the flour, 
baking powder, 1 tbsp sugar and a pinch of 
salt in a large bowl with a whisk. Make a 
well in the centre, crack in the eggs and add 
the melted butter and milk. Whisk the wet 
ingredients in the centre until combined, 
then gradually incorporate the dry 
ingredients until you have a thick, smooth 
batter. Transfer to a jug. Heat the oven to its 
lowest setting and put a couple of baking 
trays in to keep the pancakes warm as you 
cook them. 

Heat a knob of butter and a drizzle of oil 
in a large, non-stick frying pan over a 
medium heat. When the butter is foaming, 
pour rounds of batter into the pan, about 
8cm wide – leave space between them as 
they will expand as they cook. Scoop 
teaspoons of chocolate spread from the jar 
and pop one in the centre of each pancake, 
then use a tiny bit more batter to just cover 

the chocolate spread. Continue cooking for 
1-2 minutes until the underside is golden 
brown, then carefully flip the pancakes and 
cook for 1 minute more on the other side. 
When golden, transfer to a baking tray and 
keep warm in the oven while you cook the 
next batch. 

When the pancakes are all cooked, 
caramelise the bananas. Wipe the frying 
pan clean with kitchen paper and scatter in 
the remaining 2 tbsp sugar. Heat the sugar 
until it melts and starts to bubble to a deep 
amber colour, then toss in the bananas and 
coat them in the caramel. If the sugar 
hardens, drizzle in a little maple syrup or 
water, then bubble for 30 seconds until 
syrupy. 

Serve the pancakes stacked with the 
caramelised banana pieces between the 
layers and more piled on top. Drizzle over 
the maple syrup, then scatter over the 
hazelnuts. 
 

Lemon drizzle pancakes 

Using the same method and ingredients for 
the pancakes but omitting the chocolate 
spread, make up the pancakes in the same 
way. 

This time the topping will be a delicious 
lemon drizzle style. 

100ml double cream 

2 tbsp icing sugar 

100g lemon curd 

1 lemon, pared zest, plus 1 tbsp juice 
 

Method: 

Softly beat the double cream with the icing 
sugar using a whisk, then fold in half the 
lemon curd. Mix the remaining curd with 
enough lemon juice to make it a drizzling 
consistency. 

To serve, stack the pancakes with layers of 
the whipped 
cream in 
between 
them, drizzle 
with lemon 
curd, and 
scatter with 
lemon zest . 
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Rocking & Rolling 
with Rotary  

By Lilian Barton   

The Rotary Club of Lunesdale will be 
presenting "The Defenders" on Saturday 
28th March at 7.30pm at Queen Elizabeth 
School, Kirkby Lonsdale.      

Tickets are available from the Tourist 
Information shop in Kirkby Lonsdale from 
1st February priced £12.50 or by phoning 
Nigel Pullen on 015242-732873. Please 
make cheques payable to "The Rotary Club 
of Lunesdale".  

We look forward to welcoming you to a 
great evening with this very popular and 
talented group, their fabulous music of The 
Rock & Roll years and, of course, some 
dancing. Tickets are limited so please 
purchase yours early to avoid 
disappointment. All the money raised by 
the concert will be donated to the NW Air 
Ambulance. The Rotary Club is grateful to 
Kirkby Lonsdale Brewery for sponsorship 
support for the concert.  

On behalf of President Dave, a big thank 
to the Rotary members, their families and 
friends who helped prior to Christmas to 
transport Father Christmas in his sleigh to 
visit villages in the Lune Valley, braving 
the weather which on some evenings was 
really not very kind! Also, to everyone who 
put a donation in the collection boxes, a big 
thank you. The money raised will go to 
deserving local causes. 
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The Fold Coming in the 
Spring 
By Daisy Williamson 

An exciting new cultural programme for young people, 
co-curated by 14 to 21-year-olds with the help of Deco 
Publique the experts behind the National Festival of 
Making and Vintage By The Sea, will tour the Lakes and 
Dales starting in Spring 2020. 

The FOLD is a programme ofcreative activities and workshops from music and                       
making to design and debating. It will spend three weeks in three locations - Settle,                
Bentham and Kendal - the pop-up, multi-venue approach helping to mitigate the lack of 
public transport which can be a barrier for young people attending events in the area. 

Commissioned by Great Place: Lakes and Dales (GPLD), which is dedicated to using 
arts, culture and heritage to encourage more under 35s to settle in the area, it is being 
organised by Deco Publique, which works closely with GPLD champion and well-known 
British designer Wayne Hemingway. 

The FOLD is currently on the hunt for 14 to 21-year-olds to get involved at a planning 
stage and is appealing for interested young people to get in touch. 

Said Deco Publique’s Lauren Zawadzki: “We want to hear from young people               
interested in having a say in shaping and curating The FOLD.  We are doing assemblies 
in schools and putting out feelers in local areas. We would ideally like six to 12 under 21s 
to join a steering group in each location to work with a co-design specialist to devise the 
cultural programme which will take place from spring 2020.” 

The FOLD staged a social media-led open call for potential artists and creative              
practitioners interested in running workshops and activities and will draw on this                
expertise in putting the programme together. 

Workshops, open mics, theatre and film are expected to appeal to the steering groups, 
as well as activities designed to boost confidence, such as debating. Lauren added: 
“Encouraging debate will empower young people to address local issues such as                  
affordable housing and lack of accessible transport. We hope to welcome these kinds of 
educational elements into The FOLD as well as creative activities and, of course, lots of 
fun.” 

Steering group meetings are scheduled to begin in January. GPLD programme                
manager Lindsey Hebden said: “The Fold is an exciting new series of pop ups which 
young people can shape for themselves, bringing relevant arts, culture and heritage 
events which resonate with their peer 
groups into key towns in the Lakes and 
Dales.” 

The FOLD can be contacted via the 
website https://www.inthefold.co.uk/ or 
through social media – see the website for 
links. 

Picture shows Emma Colbert & Lydia 
McCaig - GIRLS GIRLS GIRLS - a young                     
persons’ collective and regular collaborators 
with Deco Publique. 

https://www.inthefold.co.uk/
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All joinery work  

Undertaken 
 

Including uPVC doors & 
windows 

Call Jonny Lawson on: 

Mob: 07855056263 

Tel: 015242 42452 

jonnylawson@hotmail.co.uk 
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 Bentham CP School 
By Mrs C Pearson, Headteacher 

As we progress through the Spring term, 
children who we welcomed into our school 
during January 2020 are all settling in well 
and establishing some lovely friendships. 
This term we have some exciting and               
educational activities, visits and                      
opportunities planned for our children.  

During January, children in years 5 and 
6 took part in an Athletics event, children 
in year 2 were also invited to take part in 
an indoor Athletics Competition, and on 
31st January a number of children from 
years 3, 4 5 and 6 represented the school at 
the North Craven Swimming Gala held at 
Settle Swimming Pool.  Lots of sporting 
success for our school! Please see our web-
site or school Facebook page. 

Here at the school, we are keen to               
emphasise that learning does not just             
happen during lessons.  This term we are 
continuing to offer children a number of 
lunch-time activities, together with                 
opportunities to take part in an After 
School Fitness Club. During the week,               
children can choose to join in with a 
Knitting Club, a Reading Club, Football 
with Jordan, a Brainbuilder Homework 
Club, a Book Club and our                                  
newly introduced Music Club. In fact, there 
is an additional activity on offer every                
single day of the week. During the school 
day, a number of visits for children in all 
classes take place, including visiting                
Bentham Library and Godly Play Sessions 
at Bentham Methodist Chapel. 

During February, Parent Evenings have 
been planned at the school. These are an 
ideal opportunity for parents/carers of                 
children to meet with teaching staff and 
discuss their child’s progress and also to 
take a look at children’s work. Hopefully, 
there will be lots of proud families!  

As we are sure everyone will agree, 
whilst the internet can be an excellent 
source for gathering information and              
supporting learning, it can, unfortunately, 

also be a dangerous place for a child.  With 
this in mind, a whole school ‘Safer Internet 
Day’ has recently taken place at the school. 
Also during February the school will take 
part in the NSPCC’s Number Day.  

The Friends of Bentham School are busy 
as ever scheming and hatching plans to 
help raise all-important funds for the 
school. On Saturday 29th February they 
will be holding a fundraising Coffee                
Morning at Bentham Town Hall from 10 
am until 12 midday. Please do come along, 
show your support and help to raise                 
money for your local community primary 
school. On the evening of Thursday 2nd 
April the FOBS will be hosting an Easter 
Bingo Event in the School Hall – more             
information about this event will be             
available shortly.  

Finally, can we remind readers to visit 
our wonderful school website at 
www.benthamcpschool.org.uk for more 
information and up-to-date news stories 
about what we have been, are and will be 
up to!   

http://www.benthamcpschool.org.uk
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Come and join us at 
‘Hip Joint’! 

By Current Co-ordinators – Sue Bloxham, 
Christine Hodson and Anne Preston 

‘Hip Joint’ is a new community venture 
to bring people together, particularly 
those of a certain age, for food, fun and 
funky music, possibly a little dancing. 
‘Hip Joint’ will take place once a month 
at lunchtime in the winter months in a 
transformed Lower Town Hall.                
The price is £6.50 which covers a home-
cooked two course meal and                    
something entertaining to follow. 
Come on your own or come with 
friends. Tickets are available                      
from HipJointBentham@gmail.com.                   
The tickets for the inaugural ‘Hip 
Joint’, held on January 22nd, sold out 
within a week so if you want to come 
along to the next one on February 26th 
be sure and order your tickets soon. 
They will be on sale from February 1st. 
 

Hip Joint is supported 

by a grant from the 

National Lottery            

Community Fund and 

their programme to 

celebrate 25 years of the National Lottery. 

 

mailto:HipJointBentham@gmail.com
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Christmas Themes for Friday 
Lunch Club in December  
(Age Concern) 
By Olive Calverley 

Sadly, we report the death of two of our members, Marlene Close and Freda Bosman, 
and we send sincere condolences to their families. 

On the 6th we played Christmas Bingo and had festive chocolates as prizes. And on 
the 13th we made table decorations to grace the tables at our next meeting. Then on the 
20th our room was transformed with Christmas decorations and a beautiful tree which 
had been decorated by Bentham’s Masons, for which we thank them. Christmas baubles 
and crackers were beside each table setting and Father Christmas came with gifts. The 
meal was very tasty, so thanks once more to our excellent cook. Phyllis Tomlinson gave a 
vote of thanks for a year of wonderful memories, and to the committee and helpers who 

What is ‘Bentham Older 
People Together’? 
By Liz Ryan (Development worker – BOPT) 

Bentham Older People Together (BOPT) has 
been in operation for the last 8 months and 
supports the work of The Friday Lunch Club 
(Age Concern) and The Community Link               
Café. One of the aims of the group is to apply 
for grants and donations in order to ensure 
both clubs continue following the withdrawal 
of funds from the County Council. 

I was appointed as the development worker in September 2019 following receipt of a 
grant from Two Ridings Community Foundation Grassroots Endowment 
(www.trcf.org.uk). This £3,000 grant has also provided funds for publicity information 
and general support. Another grant of £7,836 to be spent over a three-year period has 
been received from the Allen Lane Foundation and was received in December. More local 
donations have been received via a jazz evening held in September by the local Rotary 
club, the collection from the Christmas Carol service at Bentham Parish Church St. John’s 
and Christmas pub carol singing. Grateful thanks to all involved. All grants and                      
donations are split between the Friday Lunch Club and the Community Link Café. In 
addition, The Friday Lunch Club received over £3,000 from the Co-op local community 
causes last year (see page 5 January BN). 

Part of the work of BOPT is to encourage new members to come and see what we’re 
doing. It’s great to see people enjoying a hot meal together, having a good natter and 
enjoying an activity or entertainment. If you or a friend or relative would like to join us 
on a taster session, please email: 

benthamolderpeopletogether@gmail.com 

or see facebook@BOPT2019 

or phone 015242-63162 (answer phone except for office hours) 

http://www.trcf.org.uk
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Community Link Café in December 
We meet on a Monday and Wednesday at Low Bentham Victoria Institute and, as with 
the Friday Lunch Club, transport is available and a hot two-course meal on Wednesdays. 
We hope to provide a hot meal on Mondays in the 
very near future. 

During December we have enjoyed a Christmas 
Party on the 11th when we were entertained                
beautifully by the children of Bentham CP School 
and everyone was surprised when Father                   
Christmas joined us! Many thanks to children and 
teachers alike for joining us on such a wet day.            
On the 18th we went to the Horse and Farrier for 
another Christmas meal, which we all thought was 
delicious. Many thanks to volunteers,                      
support workers, drivers and others who have 
donated food and gifts in the last year, and a              
Happy New Year to all. 

Please note that the Community Link Café is 
one of the Co-op local causes you can donate to via 
your Co-op Membership card in the coming year.  

Community Link Café Christmas party    

are always there to welcome us every Friday. Jean Gathergood celebrated her birthday 
and greetings from Mr and Mrs Benson, two former members who still keep in touch, 
were shared. 

Bentham Praise entertained us with Christmas songs and were thanked. A happy end 
to a wonderful year. 

Christmas party at the Friday Lunch Club 
.  
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Climate Action 
By Alison Easton and Sandra Craggs 

Are you keen to see local action in response to the developing climate 
emergency?  

Would you like to be involved? Here’s your chance! 

Local environmental groups such as B.E.S.T. have been beavering away for years and 
we know there is wider interest from the numbers of people supporting our stalls and 
petitions. We’d like to increase the activity and effectiveness by working together with 
other groups and concerned individuals. We can pool our ideas, draw on the wide range 
of experience, expertise and skills in and around Bentham. We can talk with or involve 
local tradespeople, community groups, businesses, the farming community.   

Craven District Council is already developing a strategy with the aim of getting 
Craven net carbon emissions down to zero by 2030. It’s an ambitious target and we can 
work out how we can play our part.  

With the backing of Bentham Town Council, we are having an initial gathering on the 
morning of Saturday 15th February, 10.00 – 11.30 am in the Lower Town Hall.  

Rob Atkins, the officer responsible for drawing up Craven’s climate emergency plan, 
will be explaining what is being done so far and how we can contribute.  

We’ll decide how we can best take action together for Bentham and around. 
Do come along and meet others who care as much about what sort of world we are 

going to leave to our young 
people and children. 
Everyone is welcome 
whatever contribution you 
might be able to make, small 
or large. If we put all our 
efforts together it will make 
a difference. 

 

Photo from the David 
Johnson collection. 



44  

 

 



  45  

 

Step Classes! 
7.15-8.15pm at the i centre Ingleton 
Thursdays £4.50 a session. If you want to 
book a step and have some fun to music, 
ring Sally on 07977-633083. 
 

Thursday 6th February 

Demonstration of curtain making.   

All Saints Burton Church room.  

12.45 - 3pm. Free entry. Further details  

allsaintscw@gmail.com.   

If people are interested this will be followed 
by a course in the Spring. 

Catherine Birtwistle, Church Warden 
 

Happy New Year! 

Our first gig is on Saturday 15th February, 
the welcome return of the Tim Kliphuis 
Trio, Tim on violin plus Nigel Clark, guitar; 
and Roy Percy double bass. 

Usual venue: The Village Institute, Main 
Street, (A683) Hornby, LA2 8JR. Doors and 
bar open at 7.30pm, music from 8 pm.             
Tickets £15, on the door or ring                          
015242 22227  

"Ace gypsy violinist Tim Kliphuis is 
joined by Nigel Clark and Roy Percy for an 
evening of jazzy string playing"  He is            
internationally  revered by all fiddle players 
for his astonishing technique, and                       
additionally by jazz aficionados for his skill 
in improvisation. 

This truly is an opportunity not to be 
missed, I hope you can come. Sam Ashton 
 

Sunday 1st March :  Concert 
Members of the Haffner Orchestra will         
perform  a variety of music in Hornby            
Institute at 3 - 4.30pm - entrance by                      
donation. 
This will be followed by afternoon tea - 
admission by ticket only: Book now to 
avoid disappointment. Tickets £8 available 
from reception at Hornby Institute. This is a 
fund raising event in aid of our roof. 

 

 

Saturday 22nd  February  

The Hornby Singers Concert 
Around the World in 80 songs (give or take 
a few).  Come and enjoy songs from across 
the globe. Admission by donation.  Tea and 
biscuits plus a raffle. 
This is a fund raising event in aid of our 
roof.  

Saturday 29th February  

'A Wedding Fayre' on Leap Year's Day. 
There will be all the businesses needed to 
make a wedding perfect - florists; dresses, 
photographers; caterers and more - come 
and talk to them for ideas to make                        
yours a truly personal day. Look forward             
to seeing you at Hornby Institute                        
on 29th February 11am to 3pm. 
With a Pre-Loved element! Find a dress for 
yourself, bridesmaids or for Mum;  come 
and have a browse! Plus a Grand Raffle - 
prizes to make yours a wonderful day! If 
you have any wedding finery to sell - come 
and join our ladies already booked in. For 
all enquiries please ring Chris on  07548 
250922. 

 

Settle Photographic Group   
www.settlephotos.org  
Monday 3rd  February 7.30pm Townhead 
Court, Settle: A Day in the Life of a Photo-
journalist by Charlotte Graham 
visit https://
www.charlottegraham.photography/  £4 
visitors 
Monday 17th February:  Members’ Projects 
A few members will talk about projects 
they have been working on. 
Gallery: "My Journey" – members’ photos 
inspired by Colin Jarvis' talk. Visitors £4  
Tuesday 18th February  
Visit: Malham Village Hall - 10.30am 
Weatherwise an indoor or outdoor session  
Monday 2nd March 7.30pm:    
Amy Bateman is a freelance photographer 
who lives on a farm in Cumbria and whose 
life through a lens came after a family. 
https://amybatemanphotography.com/  
Visitors £4 

News From Our Neighbours 

mailto:allsaintscw@gmail.com
http://www.settlephotos.org
http://www.settlephotos.org/programme/?event_id1=6018
http://www.settlephotos.org/programme/?event_id1=6018
https://www.charlottegraham.photography/
https://www.charlottegraham.photography/
https://amybatemanphotography.com/
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What to look for in February 
By Sue Halsall 

February is when it feels like plants and animals are getting started for the spring – birds 
(eg thrushes) start to sing more, spring bulbs and insects appear, though last year we           
actually had a bit of snow on the 1st February. Storm Eric hit on the 8th,  honey bees were 
visiting the snowdrop flowers on 14th, the regular oystercatchers had returned by the 
19th, I saw the first bumblebee on 23rd and I 
heard curlews on 27th. All very wonderful! 

On a recent visit to the Big Stone I noticed           
common haircap moss growing amongst the 
heather. It grows all year round in wet, peaty            
places and I like the way it likes growing in 
clumps, as you can see in the photo. I also 
took a photo of moss and lichens growing on 
the Big Stone itself, where someone has 
carved their name (Andy), the moss living in 
the damper indentations. Moss is a non             
flowering plant whereas lichens are a                
combination of a fungus and an alga which 
form an association which benefits both of 
them, which is called symbiosis. The fungus 
provides a strong structure and the alga can 
make food by photosynthesis but lichens 
come in many shapes, sizes and colours. You 
can see crusty ones on the Big Stone. The 
green cups on stalks are called cup lichens for 
obvious reasons and you can find them                
growing on fence posts, walls and rocks and 
they are about  1-2cm tall. I found these                
growing on the edge of the cliff at the top of 
Crummackdale, near Wharfe. 

February is the month when frogs and 
toads start to pair up and spawn in ponds but 
sometimes the spawn fails to develop or the 
frogs die for no obvious reason. You may also 
notice birds at your feeders that have strange growths around their beaks. If you see             
anything like this, please visit www.gardenwildlifehealth.org and you can submit reports 
and photos of any problems with birds, amphibians, reptiles and hedgehogs. The photo 
shows a frog I found in the garden and I wondered if it was diseased because it was 
bloated and it’s toes look misshapen. 

Finally, I want to thank George Watson for drawing my attention to clip on phone 
lenses. In January’s BN, he has some lovely photos of ice crystals, taken with a macro 
lens, so I used a Christmas voucher on a set of lenses for myself and I can recommend 
them to anyone who likes to take close up photos of plants or animals as they are small, 
easy to use and inexpensive. 

 

All photos by Sue Halsall 

http://www.gardenwildlifehealth.org/
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Cinderella By Royal Appointment 

By Heather Knowles 

 

Town Hall Bentham 

WED  19TH FEB   7PM   ALL TICKETS                    £3.50 

THURS 20TH FEB   7PM    TICKETS £5.50  CONCESSIONS    £3.50 

FRI  21ST  FEB  7PM    AS ABOVE 

SAT  22ND FEB  6PM    AS ABOVE 

TICKETS FROM TEMPTATIONS OR CALL 015242 61868 
 

Bentham’s pantomime this year is Cinderella and it will be a right Royal affair! 

While living and working in Verbier, Switzerland, I wrote and directed several 
pantomimes, including this one. Yes, we took panto to the Swiss and they loved it! 

Each year we tried to include a different celebrity connected to the area and, as Sarah 
Ferguson and Prince Andrew had bought a chalet there, I thought  “Why not them?” So 
Massey Ferguson and her two lovely daughters Beetroot (Beatrice) and Houdini (Eugenie) 
were created. 

I had to meet with Fergie’s PA to OK this and Sarah had to read the script herself! She 
gave it a big Royal thumbs up. 

So do come along and see this story adapted for Bentham, with input from the cast. 

See if Buttons finds his true identity….. 

Will he become a dairy farmer….? 

Will the Fairy Godmother help Cinders perform at Bentham’s Got Talent….? 

Will Massey Ferguson be able to control her unruly daughters…? 

Will our stage crew along with Ann and Becks  (Ant and Dec) manage to control the 
fabulous acts and ruthless judges…? 

 

There will be a bar open from 6.30pm (5.30pm on Saturday) also serving during the 

interval.  
 

SEE YOU THERE! 

Find us on Facebook the bentham news find us on the web www.thebenthamnews.co.uk 


